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S.I. Newhouse Jr., Who Turned Condé Nast Into a Magazine Powerhouse, Dies at 89
NY TIMES – Jonathan Kandell
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/01/obituaries/si-newhouse-dead.html?ref=todayspaper
 
S. I. Newhouse Jr., who as the owner of The New Yorker, Vogue, Vanity Fair, Architectural
Digest and other magazines wielded vast influence over American culture, fashion and social
taste, died on Sunday at his home in Manhattan. He was 89.
 
His family announced his death.
 
Mr. Newhouse, known as Si, and his younger brother, Donald, inherited an impressive
publishing empire from their father, Samuel I. Newhouse, and built it into one of the largest
privately held fortunes in the United States, with estimates of the family wealth running over
$12 billion at the turn of the 21st century. While Donald led the more profitable newspaper
and cable television operations, Si took charge of the more glamorous magazine division,
Condé Nast.
 
Much of that glamour was created under Si Newhouse’s direction. Though he was a shy man
and often painfully awkward in public, Mr. Newhouse hired some of the most charismatic
magazine editors of the late 20th century, among them Tina Brown and Graydon Carter at
Vanity Fair and Diana Vreeland and Anna Wintour at Vogue, and encouraged them to
behave like the celebrities they extolled in his publications.
 
It helped that he rewarded them with salaries, expense accounts, clothing allowances and
housing loans that were the envy of their peers. Newhouse editors also enjoyed spectacularly
generous budgets at their magazines, which often ran deep in the red for years before turning
profits.
 
“I am not an editor,” Mr. Newhouse told The New York Times in 1989. “I flounder when
people ask me, ‘What would you do?’ ” His philosophy, he said, was to let his editors run
free. “We feel almost that whichever way it goes, as long as it doesn’t do something
absolutely screwy, you can build a magazine around the direction an editor takes.”
 
But when Mr. Newhouse deemed a magazine’s direction “screwy,” he didn’t hesitate to fire
editors, sometimes so maladroitly that they first found out about their dismissals on television
or in the gossip columns.
 
Newhouse magazines were criticized for exalting the rich and famous through articles that
gave their personal foibles and professional exploits equal importance. But as circulation and
advertising revenues at his periodicals soared, other publishers took up the glitz-and-scandal
approach to journalism. By the end of the 20th century, even the most serious newspapers
and magazines offered profiles of entertainers, businesspeople, artists and politicians that
balanced weighty accomplishment with juicy gossip.
 
His magazines came to stand for a golden era of publishing and became an integral part of



the culture they were covering.
 
“With Si’s passing, the big chapters in the history of magazines — as written by men like Si
and Henry Luce — will have come to an end,” said Mr. Carter, who announced last month
that he would leave Vanity Fair in December after 25 years.
 
Two Hollywood movies, “The Devil Wears Prada” and “How to Lose Friends and Alienate
People,” were made based on accounts of life at two of Mr. Newhouse’s flagship
publications, Vogue and Vanity Fair. In 2007, Meryl Streep was nominated for an Academy
Award for playing a character based on Ms. Wintour at Vogue. After the ceremony, Ms.
Streep attended the annual Vanity Fair Oscars party.
 
Mr. Newhouse owned a modern art collection that at one time was valued at more than $100
million. He and his second wife, Victoria, gave lavish parties at their Manhattan townhouse.
And their dog was feted at an annual birthday bash at which Evian water was served to
canine guests while their owners enjoyed caviar.
 
But he was better known as a workaholic who arrived at his Midtown Manhattan office
before dawn and sometimes convened staff meetings at 6 a.m. He claimed to read every one
of his magazines — they numbered more than 15 — from cover to cover.
 
“I was brought up and trained in a very personal business by my father and his brothers, and
they were all very personal operators and close to what they were doing,” Mr. Newhouse said
in a 1993 article by Mediaweek.
 
Magazines as His ‘Big Chance’
 
Samuel Irving Newhouse Jr. was born on Nov. 8, 1927. His father, known as Sam, the son of
an impoverished Russian-Jewish immigrant, was a lawyer who in 1922 invested his earnings
in a failing newspaper, The Staten Island Advance.
 
Under the name Advance Publications, Sam Newhouse and his brothers slowly built one of
the largest newspaper chains in the country, including The Long Island Daily Press, The Star-
Ledger, The Cleveland Plain-Dealer and The St. Louis Globe-Democrat, among more than a
score of other papers. Though always profitable, Newhouse newspapers were not revered for
quality. A respected journalism review, More magazine, once listed three Newhouse
publications among the country’s 10 worst dailies.
 
To please his wife, Mitzi, who loved Vogue, Sam Newhouse, in 1959, bought Condé Nast,
the company that published that magazine along with Glamour, House & Garden and Young
Brides. Their older son, Si, preferred Condé Nast to the newspaper chain, which was
eventually turned over to Donald, two years his junior.
 
“Si would come to see the magazine acquisitions as his big chance,” wrote Carol Felsenthal,
the author of the 1998 biography “Citizen Newhouse.” “He could make his mark apart from
his father and brother, while inhaling the glamour and glitz for which he had a growing
taste.”
 
Before joining the magazine division, Si Newhouse, by his own admission, had been at loose
ends. He dropped out of Syracuse University and worked halfheartedly at Newhouse



headquarters. His first marriage, to Jane Franke, with whom he had three children, Sam,
Wynn and Pamela, ended in divorce in 1959 after eight years.
 
Mr. Newhouse is survived by his wife, Victoria; his brother, Donald; his son Sam and
daughter, Pamela Mensch; five grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. His son Wynn
died in 2010.
 
At Condé Nast, especially during his early years there, Mr. Newhouse leaned heavily on the
guidance of Alexander Liberman, the magazine group’s editorial director and an
accomplished painter, photographer and sculptor as well.
 
“Alex’s greatest characteristic is that he will never leave well enough alone,” Mr. Newhouse
told The Times. “He is always probing and pushing.”
 
A lot of Mr. Liberman’s pushing involved getting his boss to spend money on talent. “No one
will ever thank you for saving money at Condé Nast magazines,” Mr. Liberman told one of
his editors, according to a 1996 Wall Street Journal article. “They’ll only thank you for
making a great magazine.”
 
On Mr. Liberman’s advice, Mr. Newhouse hired Diana Vreeland, the celebrated fashion
editor, to run Vogue in 1962; soon afterward he lured Richard Avedon, the leading fashion
photographer, to the magazine. Over the years Mr. Newhouse expanded his stable of
magazines by adding Self, Allure, GQ, Gourmet, Condé Nast Traveler, Architectural Digest
and Details, among others.
 
With Mr. Liberman counseling him, Mr. Newhouse also began amassing a major collection
of postwar art, including works by Willem de Kooning, Mark Rothko, Barnett Newman,
David Smith, Anthony Caro, Mark di Suvero, Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, Claes
Oldenburg and James Rosenquist. In 1988, he paid $17 million for a Jasper Johns painting, at
the time a record price for the work of a living artist.
 
A Publication Reinvents Itself
 
A milestone in Mr. Newhouse’s empire-building was the revival of Vanity Fair, a magazine
of wit and sophistication that had ceased publication in 1936. Mr. Newhouse resurrected it in
1981, and after quickly dismissing its first two editors, he hired a 35-year-old British
journalist, Tina Brown, to run it.
 
Ms. Brown began mixing adulatory Hollywood cover stories with articles on subjects that ran
the gamut, from the vulgar to the profound, and circulation soared past one million. Among
the magazine’s most-discussed covers was a photo of the actress Demi Moore, seven months
pregnant and nude. But Vanity Fair also ran probing psychological profiles of Mikhail S.
Gorbachev and Fidel Castro.
 
Mr. Newhouse hired Ms. Brown’s husband, Harold Evans, a former chief editor of The
Times of London, to introduce Condé Nast Traveler and then to run Random House, the
largest American book publisher, which Mr. Newhouse had purchased in 1978.
 
His buying spree reached its apex in 1985 with his acquisition of The New Yorker, one of
the country’s most intellectually rich general-interest magazines. Two years later, he replaced



its legendary, septuagenarian editor, William Shawn, causing an outcry among the staff.
 
Although Mr. Shawn’s successor, Robert Gottlieb, was a highly respected book editor, the
move added to Mr. Newhouse’s notoriety for firing even the most pre-eminent editors. In
1971, he dismissed Ms. Vreeland as editor of Vogue. Her replacement, Grace Mirabella, was
informed of her own firing in 1988 when the gossip columnist Liz Smith announced it on a
New York television newscast.
 
“The way it was handled was graceless — without making a pun,” Mr. Newhouse was quoted
as saying by one of his biographers, Thomas Maier, in a 1995 article in The Quill. “The P.R.
of it got all bitched up.”
 
But Mr. Newhouse was not any better at handling the dismissal of Mr. Gottlieb from The
New Yorker in 1992. Mr. Gottlieb, who was traveling in Japan, found out he had lost his job
when he was awakened in the middle of the night by a call from a reporter asking for
comment on his firing. Mr. Gottlieb, like other former Newhouse editors, readily
acknowledged that he had received a generous severance package.
 
While job stability was not a hallmark at Newhouse publications, his employees could count
on perks that were unusual in the industry. Even junior editorial assistants grew accustomed
to catered lunches and use of a car service. Senior editors received clothing allowances that
ran into the tens of thousands of dollars, first-class airfares, virtually unlimited entertainment
expenses, and million-dollar loans at subsidized interest rates to buy condominiums and
country houses.
 
Editorial budgets ballooned as Newhouse publications spent without restraint to hire the best-
known writers, photographers and editors. “I believe in waste,” said Mr. Liberman, Condé
Nast’s editorial director. “Waste is very important in creativity.”
 
Downsizing an Empire
 
But Mr. Newhouse’s largess eventually created a river of red ink. Because his publications
were privately held, he did not disclose their finances. But according to The Wall Street
Journal in 1996, Condé Nast lost up to $20 million in 1994 as nine of its 14 publications ran
deficits. Unprofitable magazines like Mademoiselle and Gourmet were shut down. Random
House was sold to Bertelsmann, the German publishing giant, for $1.4 billion in 1998, two
decades after Mr. Newhouse had paid $60 million for it.
 
Mr. Newhouse’s new concern for the bottom line extended to The New Yorker, which was
losing about $20 million a year. After he installed Ms. Brown as its editor, moving her from
Vanity Fair, she helped reduce the losses by almost half and oversaw a jump in circulation of
about 250,000. She stepped down in 1998 to edit a new magazine, Talk, begun by the movie
producer Harvey Weinstein.
 
Under a new editor, David Remnick, The New Yorker eventually regained its footing and
edged into the black.
 
Despite the fiscal constraints, Mr. Newhouse pledged $100 million to start Portfolio, an
ambitious glossy business magazine edited by Joanne Lipman. It made its debut in 2007, but
it never turned a profit, and after only two years it was shut down.



 
During this period of retrenching Mr. Newhouse sold most of his art collection and moved
out of his large townhouse into a smaller apartment. While his publishing ventures were in no
danger of foundering, he dedicated himself to making certain that they would prosper after
his retirement. “With a third generation coming up, we had to make strategic decisions,” he
told Business Week in 1998.
 
Mr. Newhouse began to step back from the business in the late 2000s, around the time that
publishing, buffeted by a global recession and the spread of the web, was becoming a very
different proposition. Condé Nast, like all publishing companies, had to tighten its budgets
and focus more on the bottom line. But until recently, when the company moved its offices to
1 World Trade Center, Mr. Newhouse could still be seen having lunch in the company
cafeteria — a landmark piece of contemporary architecture inside 4 Times Square — that he
had designed by Frank Gehry.
 
Mr. Remnick said Mr. Newhouse gave him the freedom to run The New Yorker as he saw
fit. During lunches, he said, “We barely discussed the magazine. We talked about politics.
We talked about art. We talked about business.”
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How a shake-up at an Arkansas bank could stunt construction in NYC
CRAINS NY – Joe Anuta
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20171003/REAL_ESTATE/171009988/why-does-an-
arkansas-bank-determine-the-health-of-nyc-hotel-and
 
An abrupt leadership change at a small bank based in Little Rock, Ark., could have huge
consequences for the pipeline of new residential and hotel developments in the city.
 
A few years ago few New Yorkers had even heard of Bank of the Ozarks. Now it is one the
most active construction lenders in the metro area. The company's abrupt entrance into the
market is in keeping with a longstanding pattern: When the market softens and risk increases,
large lenders tend to pull back, allowing smaller out-of-town banks to come in to fill the
vacuum.
 
And Bank of the Ozarks appears to be having success, most recently financing projects for
Extell Development, the Chetrit Group and Xinyuan Real Estate. But on July 28 the head of
the real estate lending group abruptly resigned, causing the company's stock to plunge nearly
12% and suffer a downgrade from financial-services firm Stephens. Before stepping down,
Dan Thomas had been with the Arkansas bank for 14 years and had built up the commercial
real estate lending practice into the firm's biggest revenue driver.
 
"Dan was the guy, the face of the company," said one local lending expert who did not want
to be named because of dealings with the company.
 
The shake-up immediately caused speculation from some analysts that there might be trouble
looming in the firm's loan book. But the stock has since recovered, and a spokeswoman
asserted that everything within its real estate lending arm is "business as usual." But
regardless of the reasons behind Thomas' departure, the fact that he is not in the driver's seat
anymore creates uncertainty about whether the new leadership regime will continue to fund
New York City projects at its current clip or whether the bank might become more selective,
potentially choking the supply of debt in the five boroughs.
 
It takes around three months for deals to be planned and executed, meaning that if there are
changes in Ozarks' appetite for city projects, they will not become apparent for at least
another few weeks.
 
Hands-on approach
 
Ozarks has attracted some criticism for its concentration of commercial real estate loans,
which opens it up to more risk if the market takes a hit. But many analysts say the lender is
on firm financial footing, and other financial agencies did not change their assessments after
Thomas' departure.
 
Ozarks CEO George Gleason, who has taken a more active role in the bank's real estate
lending practice, told Crain's in an interview last year that the firm's conservative approach is



the reason it can finance projects here at a time when big banks are pulling out.
 
For example, Ozarks requires much larger down payments than most other lenders and
stipulates that it be paid back first in the event that a project goes south. A developer who has
taken out loans from the bank confirmed that Ozarks meticulously and thoroughly monitors
progress on the projects it finances.
 
"It's like getting a proctology exam every month," the builder said. "But if you're a depositor
or an investor, that's what you want."
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With 421-a Maneuver, Pacific Park Developer Could Save Buyers $50 Million More in
Taxes
CITY LIMITS – Norman Oder
https://citylimits.org/2017/10/23/with-421-a-maneuver-pacific-park-developer-could-save-
buyers-50-million-more-in-taxes/
 
Developers of 550 Vanderbilt, the first condominium building in the long-gestating Pacific
Park (formerly Atlantic Yards) project, seem poised to turn a sweet deal into a bonanza,
thanks to real-estate alchemy that super-sizes an already large tax break.
 
When Greenland Forest City Partners in 2015 prepared the Offering Plan for buyers at 550
Vanderbilt, the pending 421-a tax abatement meant an overall yearly tax bill of $1.2 million,
a 69 percent discount off the annual property-tax hit that would have occurred without the tax
break.
 
Now, however, owners at the 278-unit luxury building would collectively pay less than
$123,000, a 97 percent discount.
 
But that $1.1 million increase in savings would be just the start. Since the new tax break
would last 25 years, not 15 years like the initial one, plus remove an assessed value (AV) cap,
owners could save a cumulative $86.5 million over the life of the tax benefit, by City Limits’
calculations. That would be $50 million more than in the earlier projection. (Neither the city
nor the developer would address this estimate, which assumes static tax rates and
assessments.)
 
How can they do this? By treating the luxury condo building and an affordable rental
building down the block as a single “affordable project,” though several hundred feet and two
future building sites separate the two. This allows the developer to avoid constraints that,
under the version of 421-a in effect when construction started in 2015, applied to buildings in
a broad zone of Brooklyn lacking affordable units.
 
The move delivers no new affordable units, because the apartments in 550’s partner building
were already approved and subsidized, though it does prompt an uptick in affordability in 11
of those units. The administration of Mayor Bill de Blasio seems dismayed by the
developer’s request but hamstrung by the fact that the change appears within the boundaries
of the law that existed at the time shovels hit ground.
 
The 421-a application remains pending. The Department of Housing Preservation and
Development responded to City Limits’ queries with a statement: “While approval will be
based on whether all of the requirements have been met, this project underscores the reasons
we fought so hard to reform 421-a to stop subsidizing luxury condos and incentivize the kind
of rental housing our city badly needs.” (The new Affordable New York program requires 25
percent to 30 percent affordability in rental buildings, with various income mixes, limits the
tax exemption to condo buildings with six to 35 units, and imposes an AV cap.)
 



Informed of the tax break and City Limits’ calculations, Michelle de la Uz, executive director
of Fifth Avenue Committee, which has called for deeper affordability at the project, called it
“ridiculous.” The developer, she said, “devised a way to substantially reduce their tax
burden” while offering “extremely limited improvement in the affordability levels” in a
project “whose ‘affordable housing’ is too expensive for most New Yorkers in need of
housing… When will Governor Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio say enough is enough?”
For the developer, though, it’s good news. “The joint application results in 10 additional
years of exemption with no residential cap on the 421-a exemption and is a far better benefit
than… in the original offering plan,” lawyer Paul Korngold wrote in in a letter included
among the changes to the Offering Plan, known as amendments.
 
Asked several questions related to this 421-a application and 550 Vanderbilt, the developer
responded with a general statement: “Greenland and Forest City are proud to have completed
nearly 800 affordable homes to date, working across business cycles and evolving policy
regulations to meet our commitments. We continue to partner with the City and State to
deliver on our shared vision for growing a vibrant mixed-income community at Pacific
Park.”
 
 
***
Greenland Forest City (owned 70 percent by Greenland USA, an arm of Shanghai-based
Greenland Holdings) surely faces pressure to sell apartments at or above listed prices, as its
projected profit has seemingly shrunk.
 
In June 2015, Forest City Realty Trust (parent of Forest City New York, the original Atlantic
Yards developer, and current 30 percent owner) estimated $361.6 million in overall building
costs, with a projected sell-through of $388.6 million, suggesting an expected profit of $27
million.
 
This past August, however, it estimated $388 million in costs, with a projected sell-through
—after minor price increases—of $391.1 million. That would seemingly leave a tiny $3.1
million profit, plus rental income from three retail units.
 
Lowered taxes reduce the cost of ownership without changing the sticker price—essentially a
covert price cut. While Greenland Forest City told The Real Deal in July that two-thirds of
the units had sold, more than half the building’s value—larger units representing more than
$200 million—remained available.
 
The 421-a switch would especially boost the allure of the most expensive units, vaporizing
taxes thanks to the removal of the cap. For example, the four-bedroom, 4.5-bath Penthouse
West, priced at $6.86 million, was formerly projected to require annual taxes of $42,711
(already a 20 percent discount off taxes without 421-a). Now, annual taxes would be just
$1,665. The buyer would save nearly $1 million more over 25 years, by City Limits’
calculations. Whether because of the anticipated bigger tax break or not, the joint venture
recently raised prices slightly on five units.
 
Though no definitive database exists, the building’s overall $3.76 million annual savings
seems unusually large for condos gaining a 25-year abatement. As of 2014, according to City
Limits’ analysis of data compiled by the Municipal Art Society, the single largest annual
saving in a 25-year condo abatement was $3.46 million. (Several condo and rental buildings



in Manhattan, with either more units or valuable locations, had much larger annual
abatements, but over a shorter time period.)
 
How can 550 Vanderbilt, long promoted as a market-rate building standing solo on
Vanderbilt Avenue between Dean and Pacific streets in Prospect Heights, be part of what
attorney Korngold stated would “be deemed to be an ‘affordable project’ by HPD”?
 
For the tax break, 550 Vanderbilt would be paired with 535 Carlton, a rental tower with 100
percent affordable housing at the far end of a long block, separated by two sites for yet-
unbuilt Pacific Park towers. The pairing can qualify, according to Korngold’s letter, because
both buildings were built at the same time and they share the same “zoning lot,” which the
city defines as “a tract of land comprising a single tax lot or two or more adjacent tax lots
within a block.”
 
The boundaries of that zoning lot were not publicly stated in the Atlantic Yards General
Project Plan prepared by Empire State Development, the state economic development
authority, which makes reference to multiple zoning lots. HPD says that the two buildings
may be treated as one zoning lot because they are on the same block.
 
It is unclear—and neither the city nor the developer would say–how many affordable projects
have taken advantage of such zoning-lot flexibility, though Ashley Cotton of Forest City
New York said at an Oct. 17 public meeting that “we’re just applying like any other building
under existing law, under the regulations that exist.” A project like Extell’s One Manhattan
Square contains an affordable building adjacent to a market-rate building, without
intervening building sites. After the rezoning in Greenpoint and Williamsburg, waterfront
“development parcels” contained adjacent market-rate and affordable buildings.
 
 
***
Atlantic Yards, renamed Pacific Park in 2014, had already gained special treatment. Reform
of the 421-a program in 2007, based on the widespread criticism that many subsidized
buildings needed no tax incentives, expanded the zone in which onsite affordable housing
was required in exchange for the tax break.
 
But the legislation offered Atlantic Yards–expected to contain 2,250 below-market units and
4,180 market-rate ones–what was widely called a “carve-out.” It allowed any exclusively
market-rate buildings 421-a benefits as long as the project met an overall goal: 20 percent of
the total units would be affordable to households averaging no more than 90 percent of Area
Median Income (AMI).
 
That proposal was criticized by the administration of Mayor Mike Bloomberg, otherwise a
strong supporter of the project, so it was pared back to 15 years from 25 years, reducing the
estimated benefit by at least $100 million. Indeed, 550 Vanderbilt, according its 2015
Offering Plan, was slated to get a 15-year tax break.
 
After the passage of Affordable New York this year, however, Greenland Forest City
recognized that the condo building could not get the 15-year tax break, Cotton said,
apparently because the Atlantic Yards/Pacific Park “carve-out” wouldn’t be triggered until a
cumulative 1,500 units were built. Instead, they pulled a rabbit out of a hat, concluding 550
Vanderbilt could take advantage of other 421-a provisions that few, if any, expected would be



invoked for market-rate buildings in this project.
 
“Since this project commenced prior to January 1, 2016, it is covered by the 421-a law that
was in effect at the time,” Korngold wrote, citing “require[ments] that 20 percent of the units
in the application for 421-a benefits be made available for onsite affordable housing.”
 
Indeed, the 2007 legislation allowed “any multiple dwelling” within Atlantic Yards to gain
the 25-year tax break, as long as it contained 20 percent affordable housing. Instead of
having the tax break phase out over four years, starting in year 11, it would start in year 21. It
also represents a vastly larger benefit, given the elimination of the AV cap, which as of
2017/18 set an $84,810 limit on the assessed value of an apartment seeking the tax
exemption. Owners typically pay taxes on the value above the cap.
 
 
***
The increased tax break could be seen to raise the overall public cost for 535 Carlton because
the city will now forgo more revenue in exchange for the same number of affordable
apartments. Indeed, had the extended 421-a benefit surfaced before the July 2017 disclosure
in an amendment to the Offering Plan, it could have put a damper on the city’s
announcement a month earlier hailing the 535 Carlton opening, which Mayor de Blasio said
was “delivering on the affordable housing this community was promised.”
 
The creation of a separate building with affordable housing in a sense recreates the “poor
door,” a concept that Bruce Ratner, executive chairman of Forest City New York, has
roundly decried, at least while highlighting plans for Pacific Park buildings with 50 percent
affordable units.
 
Not only was the increased tax exemption not known when the 535 Carlton opened, there’s
been no requirement to inform Brooklyn Community Board 8. HPD last year received
confirmation that the an earlier 421-a application had been disclosed, as required, to the
community board. But if the application is later amended—as happened in September—the
sponsor is not required to resubmit it.
 
The “affordable project” has some curious aspects. Though 535 Carlton has been promoted as
“100 percent affordable,” the 298-unit building contains mostly middle-income units too
pricey to trigger the 421-a benefits for its zoning lot associate. It must supply 116 units, in
various sizes, renting below 120 percent of AMI, to meet the required 20 percent
affordability in the 576-unit pairing.
 
But the building has just 30 two-bedroom units and six three-bedroom units renting below
120 percent of AMI, while while 38 and nine are required, respectively. So eight two-
bedrooms (previously said to rent at $2,611, or 130 percent of AMI) and three three-
bedrooms (two at $3,009, 130 percent of AMI, and one at $3,716, 160 percent of AMI) must
be reclassified at lower rents.
 
“[W]e had to make B14 [535 Carlton] more affordable, so the benefit on the affordability side
is there,” Cotton said at the meeting. “But, in addition, another good benefit, depending on
who you care about, is that B11 [550 Vanderbilt] has a 25-year abatement.” (Affordable
housing advocate Barika Williams, who raised the issue at the Oct. 17 meeting, soon
countered that “this vastly changes the amount of tax revenue these buildings will produce.”)



 
Cotton suggested that changes in 421-a had upended the developer’s plans for the Pacific
Park, which is well behind schedule: “Getting a benefit for condos ever again is something
we had counted on… and we no longer have that,” given that large condo buildings are
excluded.
 
Even more strangely, after Greenland Forest City Partners in July announced a new real
estate broker for 550 Vanderbilt, advertising for 550 Vanderbilt condos on the three web
sites–550Vanderbilt.com, new broker Nest Seekers International, and the database
StreetEasy–for weeks claimed owners would owe just $1 in monthly taxes, not the newly-
shrunken figures disclosed in the developer’s documents.
 
When queried about this in July, the developer and broker didn’t respond. The $1 tax deal
lasted for weeks on both Nest Seekers and StreetEasy, and still appears on
550Vanderbilt.com today, well after this reporter’s second round of inquiries.
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Factcheck: Harsh Language and Overstated Charges in a Council Race Flyer
CITY LIMITS - Abigail Savitch-Lew
https://citylimits.org/2017/11/02/factcheck-harsh-language-and-overstated-charges-in-a-
council-race-flyer/
 
Community activist Christopher Marte, who lost the September 12 primary by 222 votes to
incumbent Margaret Chin, is challenging her again on the Independent Party line in the
November 7 general election. While it’s rare that a non-Democratic candidate ousts an
incumbent in the general, Marte is certainly putting up a fight. He’s got $89,000 of campaign
funds remaining to her $57,000. He’s got Chinese for Marte 2017 at his back—though two
weeks ago a Latino coalition rallied for Chin’s re-election at City Hall. He’s got the
Villager’s endorsement, though Chin has the backing of the borough president, public
advocate, and many of her female colleagues.
 
A few weeks ago, we reported that a group called Lower East Siders for Christopher Marte,
which described itself as an alliance of tenant leaders, local residents, small business owners
and residents, was hosting a march to support their candidate. Lower East Siders for
Christopher Marte was also present at a community board meeting on October 18 handing out
fliers that included a list of nine actions it described as “Margaret Chin’s crimes against our
community.” All nine focus on Chin’s record on issues of housing and development.
 
City Limits corresponded with the group to clarify the meaning of a few of the statements.
When City Limits reached out to Marte himself, he wrote to us that the flier “was not written,
or distributed by my campaign,” but said “I agree with their stance that Margaret Chin did
not do enough to pass the Chinatown Working Group Plan, and has a weak track record on
standing up to development.”
 
Marte did not endorse the specifics of the flyer. Many of the charges appear overstated or
include falsehoods, while the accuracy of others are subject to interpretation. See below for
their claims and our analysis.
 
1.         Margaret Chin worked with de Blasio to reject the Chinatown Working Group
Rezoning Plan, a plan that puts PEOPLE FIRST and protects all of Chinatown & the Lower
East Side.
 
You can argue that Chin should have fought harder for the original plan, but saying she
“worked with de Blasio to reject” the plan is a bit much.
 
The Chinatown Working Group plan was a rezoning proposal that would have limited the
heights of new buildings in many areas of Chinatown and the Lower East Side, while also
requiring developers to provide greater percentages of affordable housing. Margaret Chin
participated in conversations about the Chinatown Working Group plan during its creation.
When the de Blasio administration rejected the proposal as too comprehensive and anti-
growth, it’s true Chin declined to take a position on the plan when asked by City Limits in
2016, and she did not, it appears, make an effort to sway the de Blasio administration in favor



of the plan. She then evidenced support for the administration’s offer to study a smaller area
for a rezoning. In April, a Chin representative explained to City Limits that “the
Councilmember’s goals align with many of the Chinatown Working Group’s plan” and that,
given the administration’s opposition, she desires “to move forward with a plan that creates
realistic and actionable solutions to the most pressing challenges faced by Chinatown, and
indeed her entire district.”
 
2.         She helped create Bloomberg’s racist East Village rezoning plan in 2008, which
protected a wealthier white neighborhood while excluding the Latino, African American and
Chinese communities of the LES.
 
In 2008, Chin was not yet a councilmember and she was no longer on community board 3
then, so there’s no evidence that she “helped create” the plan.
 
Community Board 3 worked with Mayor Bloomberg to pass a downzoning of the East
Village in 2008. The downzoning was controversial. While it aimed to protect the East
Village from overdevelopment and limit tenant displacement, it did allow upzonings on
Avenue D, Houston and Delancey Street, and left southern parts of the district—where a
much higher percentage of residents of color live—vulnerable to more development.
Frustration with the limits of the East Village rezoning lead to the launch of the Chinatown
Working Group effort.
 
Chin was deputy executive director at Asian Americans for Equality, an organization that she
helped found and which came out in full support of the downzoning. Chin resigned to run for
Council in the middle of the public review process that lead to the approval of the rezoning.
 
3.         She rejected LESON’s invitation to stand with the people to stop the waterfront
megatowers. Instead green-lighting the towers and negotiating meaningless crumbs for the
community.
 
Chin has not greenlighted the proposed waterfront towers in Two Bridges and does not
currently have the power to do so—the de Blasio administration has said that the proposed
towers only require approval by the City Planning Commission. She is trying a variety of
means to push the administration to make the projects go through the process known as
ULURP, which would allow her to have a vote up or down on the projects. She also recently
lent her support to an effort by community groups to downzone the waterfront and prevent
the towers.
 
The group LESON (Lower East Side Organizing Neighbors) doesn’t trust Chin to vote no on
the project if given the chance, and has instead asked her to focus her energy on proving to
the City Planning Commission that the projects cannot be approved because they do not
legally pass muster under existing zoning and environmental regulations. LESON says Chin
has been dismissive of their arguments. While Chin’s staff says she doesn’t disagree with
LESON’s approach, they argue it will be difficult to convince the City Planning Commission
not to approve the projects and that the best strategy is to focus on getting the projects to go
through ULURP.
 
4.         She supported the privatization of NYCHA, like the “infill” on La Guardia Housing’s
parking lot, while NYCHA residents get eviction notices and no repairs.
 



Chin has not yet taken a stance on “infill” at La Guardia Houses.
 
The De Blasio administration and NYCHA seek to create more income-targeted housing and
boost revenues for NYCHA by working with private developers to build up some NYCHA
land, a program some refer to as “infill.” Some of the housing will be 100 percent below-
market and some will be 50 percent market-rate and 50 percent below-market. Critics deride
the program as an example of the “privatization” of NYCHA, though NYCHA insists that the
land will remain owned by the city and is rented to the developer through a long-term ground
lease.
 
Chin was critical of an earlier rendition of the program under Bloomberg that would have
required only 20 percent below-market rate housing on all sites. As for De Blasio’s plan, Paul
Leonard, Chin’s chief of staff, says that she’s approaching it on a “case by case basis.” On
infill at LaGuardia Houses specifically, Leonard says Chin feels “NYCHA needs to make the
case for why these infill developments are necessary to ensure the long-term viability of
LaGuardia houses specifically. Though it’s early in the process, Councilmember Chin does
not believe the case has been made.” He adds that Chin wants to know whether the below-
market housing will actually be affordable to residents in the community and wants details on
the impacts that construction might have on nearby playgrounds and the surrounding
community.
 
5.         She encouraged Extell and other developers to build luxury high rises with our tax
money through the 421-a program.
 
Extell’s tower—the one nearing completion next to the Manhattan Bridge—is ‘as-of-right’
under the current zoning; the private developer did not require Chin’s approval to build. Even
if Chin had pushed harder for the entire Chinatown Working Group rezoning plan, it seems
unlikely it would have passed in time to stop the Extell tower. (The plan was released in
January 2014, and Extell had already made significant progress on its foundation by the
summer of 2015.)
 
The essence of the complaint is that Chin is cozier with developers than she should be. It’s
true that in 2013 she was one of the top 10 recipients of donations from Jobs for New York,
the PAC associated with the Real Estate Board of New York, receiving over $230,000.
 
6.         She refused to halt the sale of Rivington House, displacing AIDS patients in favor of
luxury condos.
 
It was the De Blasio administration that permitted the sale of Rivington House to a condo
developer, not Chin.
 
Rivington House was long the site of a non-profit nursing home that served patients with
AIDS, but in 2015 it was sold to a for-profit company called the Allure Group that said it
would open a new nursing home. In actuality, the company was busy lobbying the city to
remove deed restrictions on the building so it could flip the building to a condo developer.
 
The Lo-Down reports that during that year—when Allure was duping the public—Chin
played a large role “in efforts to keep the facility open under the ownership of a new nursing
home operator.” Lower East Siders for Christopher Marte argues Chin should have used her
influence to prevent the nonprofit from selling to Allure to begin with—but no one knew, at



the time, that Allure would completely betray its word, and it was a private transaction, so
she would have had limited control to begin with.
 
Chin has said that when the Department of Citywide Administrative Services signed off on
the removal of deed restrictions on the site in November of 2015, she was not aware the deed
was being removed. The Lo-Down finds this believable, given the lack of notice provided to
the public about the transaction. An investigation by Comptroller Scott Stringer found many
people to blame for this scandal, including DCAS and City Hall blame on DCAS and City
Hall, but Chin was not mentioned. Lower East Siders for Christopher Marte argue that given
this debacle, however, Chin should have been less quick to endorse Mayor de Blasio for
reelection.
 
7.         Chin, by saying nothing, supports wage theft & sweatshop abuses of home care
workers who work for agencies like the Chinese-American Planning Council and United
Jewish Council, backers of Chin.
 
Homecare attendants have brought a series of class-action lawsuits against homecare health
agencies, including the Chinese-American Planning Council and the United Jewish Council,
among others, for practicing what is a state-sanctioned, industry-wide policy called the “13-
hour” rule, according to Crain’s New York. Under the policy, if a home care attendant works
a 24-hour shift, they are paid for only 13 hours of their time, with the assumption that the
worker also takes breaks for eating and sleeping. Workers argue that it’s near impossible to
take meaningful breaks and say the policy violates the minimum wage law, but healthcare
agencies, for their part, say that paying more than 13 hours will upend the industry and make
it extremely difficult to provide care.
 
It’s true that Chin, who frequently partners with CPC and UJC, has not spoken up about the
issue, but given that it’s an issue affecting the state’s entire healthcare industry, it seems
unfair to label her a supporter of “wage theft & sweatshop abuse.”
 
Leonard noted she’d received the endorsement of the healthcare workers union 1199 SEIU
for her progressive leadership on economic justice and healthcare issues. Homecare workers
in their suit against CPC, however, have also been frustrated with the role of the union in the
fight against the 13-hour rule.
 
8.         She ignored 10,000 residents who demanded 100% low-income housing on SPURA
(now Essex Crossing). Chin insulted petition signers, implying that they were too stupid to
understand the petitions they signed.
 
When Chin took office in 2009, it was after decades of discussion regarding how to develop
the Seward Park Urban Renewal Area and after many stakeholders had already expressed
here” target=”_blank”>willingness to accept some market-rate housing if it could help
support affordable units. It’s true that Chin did not adopt the position of a group that
advocated for 100 percent low-income housing in the Seward Park Urban Renewal Area,
expressing concerns that this would be viewed as unrealistic. Instead she supported a plan in
which 50 percent of the housing would be rent-restricted. She was also responsible for
negotiating to ensure that the rent-restricted housing would be kept affordable in perpetuity.
 
It’s worth mentioning that the idea that public land should always be used for 100 percent
affordable housing has gained increasing support in the public as the affordability crisis has



worsened, and a variety of councilmembers, from Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito in East
Harlem to Laurie Cumbo in Crown Heights, face pressure to fight for the inclusion of 100
percent income-targeted units on public sites. Some, such as the de Blasio administration,
argue that sometimes market-rate housing should be permitted to help a developer offset the
costs of providing other public amenities.
 
As for the claim that Chin said people were stupid, Lower East Siders for Chris Marte says
that at a meeting with her she said people probably didn’t know what they were signing and
that at another meeting, she said, “You are being manipulated to sign something you do not
understand.” It was unclear by press time which meetings they were referring to. Chief of
staff Leonard, noting that Lower East Siders for Christopher Marte had only existed for a
month, called the claims falsehoods.
 
9.         Chin and de Blasio backed a senior housing plan that would destroy Elizabeth Street
Garden, despite a viable alternative site for the housing, pitting senior housing against
gardens, Chinatown against the LES.
 
It’s true that Chin is backing a senior housing plan that would uproot the Elizabeth Street
Garden. As for the alternative site suggested by gardeners—a vacant lot at 388 Hudson Street
—Chin says both should be developed with senior housing given the dire need for such
housing, but that the Hudson Street lot is not in her district.
 
“With nearly 200,000 seniors languishing on a waitlist for affordable housing across our city,
Councilmember Chin has pledged to fight to make sure that everyone has the opportunity to
age with dignity in the communities that they helped build,” Chin’s office said in a statement
to the Commercial Observer in July, adding that the developers would be required to include
a public open space (though a quarter of the original garden’s size) on the site. Asian
Americans for Equality, the organization Chin helped co-found, is reportedly one of the
groups bidding for the project.
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Floyd Abrams is the nation’s most prominent First Amendment lawyer, and he almost always
argues in favor of free speech. But he has struggled with the case of a Colorado baker who
refused to create a wedding cake for a gay couple.
 
Charged with discrimination, the baker said that forcing him to bake a cake for a same-sex
wedding would hijack his constitutional right to express himself. Mr. Abrams’s first impulse
was to agree.
 
“At first blush, the position of the baker had a good deal of appeal to me,” he said. “There
was and is no reason to doubt his position was one of conscience, and the visage of state-
ordered creation of what could be viewed as some sort of artistic offering certainly set some
First Amendment flags flying.”
 
“But the more I thought about it,” Mr. Abrams said, “the more I thought of other possibilities.
Could a painter invite the public to his gallery at which he painted portraits of them for a fee
but refused to paint black people? Could a musician invite the world to his studio where he
wrote songs about them for a fee but refused to do so for Jews or Muslims? The First
Amendment protects a lot, but not that conduct.”
 
In the end, Mr. Abrams signed a brief supporting the gay couple, David Mullins and Charlie
Craig. It was one of close to 100 friend-of-the-court briefs filed in the case, an extraordinary
number. Among the most interesting ones are from deeply committed First Amendment
experts who have struggled to find the right balance between protected expression and
unlawful discrimination.
 
The case, Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission, No. 16-111, will be
argued before the Supreme Court next month. It has tested deep and longstanding
commitments to free speech, and it has divided old allies.
 
Consider Eugene Volokh, a leading First Amendment scholar who teaches at the University
of California, Los Angeles. In 2013, he filed a brief supporting a wedding photographer who
refused to document a same-sex union.
 
“Photographers, writers, singers, actors, painters and others who create First Amendment-
protected speech must have the right to decide which commissions to take and which to
reject,” Professor Volokh wrote in the brief, which he filed with Dale Carpenter, a law
professor, and the Cato Institute, the libertarian group.
 
In the new case, Professor Volokh is on the other side. Cakes may be tasty and pretty, he
wrote in a brief supporting the couple, but creating them is not expression protected by the



First Amendment.
 
“A chef, however brilliant, cannot claim a free speech clause right not to serve certain people
at his restaurant, even if his dishes look stunning,” Professor Volokh wrote. “The same is true
for bakers, even ones who create beautiful cakes for use at weddings.”
 
Professor Carpenter agreed. But the Cato Institute took the opposite view, filing a brief
supporting the baker, Jack Phillips. “The fact that Jack’s media are icing and chocolate rather
than ink or paint does nothing to diminish the artistic content of his work,” the brief said.
 
Ilya Shapiro, a lawyer with Cato, said he and his former allies agreed on the basic principles.
Writers, singers, actors and painters are entitled to protection, he said, while caterers and
limousine drivers are not. Bakers are a hard case, he said, because they are close to the line.
 
“If the Supreme Court establishes a precedent that if you’re engaged in an expressive
profession you have First Amendment protection against being compelled to produce your
product or provide your service, I would be very happy with that,” Mr. Shapiro said. “If it
draws the line that excludes bakers but includes florists, or wherever that line is drawn, we
can quibble over that, but that’s less important than establishing that there is a valid free
speech defense against being forced to use your expressive abilities.”
 
Professor Volokh agreed, saying the dispute was over where, not whether, a line should be
drawn.
 
“At some point, you have to decide what counts as speech and what doesn’t,” he said in an
interview. “Otherwise, all human behavior could be said to be expressive.”
 
The brief filed by Mr. Abrams did not seek to draw lines between artists and others. “When
an artist sells a message,” the brief said, “he must take all comers.”
 
Other prominent First Amendment scholars who generally take strong free speech positions
also signed that brief, including Kathleen M. Sullivan, a former dean of Stanford Law
School, and Geoffrey R. Stone, a former dean of the University of Chicago Law School. The
brief was filed by Walter Dellinger, who was acting solicitor general in the Clinton
administration.
 
There are big names on the other side, too. Among them are Michael W. McConnell of
Stanford, Richard W. Garnett of Notre Dame and Randy E. Barnett of Georgetown, who
signed a brief supporting Mr. Phillips, the baker. “The state’s effort to compel Phillips to use
his artistic talents in a manner violative of his sincere convictions offends the vital
constitutional commitment to freedom of expression,” the brief said.
 
Professor Volokh said that approach was too broad. The First Amendment, he said, protects
only conduct that is inherently expressive or both meant and likely to send a message.
 
He said his disagreement with the Cato Institute about confectionary expression demonstrated
that it was not always easy to decide what warrants First Amendment protection.
 
“It suggests that this case is not far from the borderline,” he said. “Until the lines are drawn,
there can be considerable disputes about where the lines should be drawn.”
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Former Fox News star Bill O’Reilly had a deal with the  21st Century Fox Inc. network that
he couldn’t be fired over unproven harassment allegations, a fresh revelation that casts doubt
over corporate-governance standards at Rupert Murdoch’s media empire.
 
O’Reilly’s contract said he couldn’t be dismissed based on an allegation unless it was proven
in court, Jacques Nasser, an independent Fox director, told U.K.’s Competition & Markets
Authority, according to a summary published Wednesday. O’Reilly, the former host of The
O’Reilly Factor, has denied all wrongdoing.
 
Fox has been dogged by criticisms over its handling of sexual-harassment claims made
against O’Reilly and Roger Ailes, the now-deceased former CEO of Fox News. While Fox
made changes to governance and policies, the controversy has weighed on its $15.3 billion
bid for Sky Plc. Competition regulators are reviewing the deal for factors including its impact
on media plurality and the Murdochs’ adherence to U.K. broadcast standards.
 
“It’s another nail in the standards coffin as far as Fox is concerned,” said Steven Barnett, a
professor of communications at the University of Westminster. “It speaks volumes about the
nature of a company if you can pile up multiple accusations and be protected by such a
clause.”
 
Fox declined to comment.
 
Contractual clauses such as the one described by Nasser are coming under scrutiny as sexual-
harassment claims sweep through Hollywood and beyond, following the downfall of Harvey
Weinstein, the movie mogul accused of rape and other wrongdoing at the studio he ran.
 
Weinstein’s contract at The Weinstein Co. said that as long as Weinstein covered the costs of
settlements and judgments for misconduct including sexual harassment, he could keep his
job, according to a report by TMZ, which cited the 2015 contract. Weinstein has denied any
non-consensual sexual activity.
 
Nasser, at a hearing with regulators on Oct. 25, said that when the board was informed of
sexual harassment allegations against Ailes, it reacted quickly and he left the company within
days. But with O’Reilly, it was advised that the situation was different due to the terms of the
employment agreement and because the evidence was uncertain.
 
Board members debated the timing of O’Reilly’s dismissal, Nasser said. Some wanted to
dismiss him immediately, while others wanted to wait for his contract renewal, he said. The
board didn’t know the value of settlements O’Reilly had made with various accusers, Nasser
said, in line with public comments from Fox Chief Executive Officer James Murdoch.



 
When Fox renewed the contract, it included protections for the company aimed at
harassment, including that O’Reilly could be dismissed if the company was made aware of
other allegations or if additional relevant information was uncovered in a company
investigation, Fox has said.
 
Fresh allegations of misconduct against O’Reilly surfaced in April, following a New York
Times report that five women had received payments from Fox or O’Reilly for agreeing not
to sue or talk about their allegations that O’Reilly verbally abused them, subjected them to
unwanted advances or made lewd comments.
 
Fox News announced his departure on April 19, referencing a “thorough and careful review
of the allegations.”
 
In hindsight, there could have been better governance structures in place at Fox News to
ensure the board knew of the allegations at an earlier stage, Nasser, a former Ford Motor Co.
CEO, told the U.K. competition regulator.
 
Oversight of Fox News was also addressed by Nasser at the hearing with the CMA. Critics of
the Sky takeover have warned of the risk of a “Foxification” of Sky News, alluding to Fox
News’s reputation as a network more sympathetic to right-leaning viewpoints, though others
have pointed to regulatory commitments that would prevent that. Fox News, which stopped
airing in the U.K. in August, was faulted by the U.K. communications regulator this week for
prior biased reporting.
 
In the U.S., the public has already made up its mind which political party it will support and
therefore news media is unlikely to influence voting decisions in that country, Nasser told the
CMA, according to the summary.



From: Clips
To: Clips
Subject: CRAIN"S NY: Witkoff bets that Times Square"s office market days are done
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2017 6:24:40 AM

Witkoff bets that Times Square's office market days are done
CRAIN'S NY - Joe Anuta
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20171114/REAL_ESTATE/171119953/witkoff-bets-
that-times-squares-office-market-days-are-done
 
In August Steven Witkoff flipped the switch on a 9-story, 18,000-square-foot LED billboard
that wraps around the base of the luxury hotel his firm is developing at West 47th Street and
Seventh Avenue. The screen is one of the largest in the world—big enough to stand out in a
neighborhood long defined by glaring electric signs. It is also integral to the success of the
entire enterprise, which is why Witkoff and his partners went to great lengths to make it
happen.
 
The initial investors, who include Douglas Elliman CEO Howard Lorber, paid $30 million to
buy out the owners of the nondigital billboards that previously adorned the building. Then
they embarked on a complex construction process that required an artful interpretation of the
building and zoning codes. It was spearheaded by the site's general contractor, CNY Group,
No. 110 on Crain's largest private companies list.
 
By preserving at least one quarter of the original structure, the project qualified as a
renovation rather than new construction. That distinction exempted it from recent zoning
changes that would have made it more difficult to affix such an enormous sign to the base.
 
All that fuss is already paying off. The hotel and retail spaces are not quite finished, but the
billboard is already generating revenue. It is unclear how much advertisers are paying to
hawk their wares to the 500,000 visitors who traverse the neighborhood on a daily basis, but
rates in the area can reach $35,000 per minute.
 
Times Square has long been a major destination for tourists, and Witkoff is betting that more
of them are on the way. If he is right, the strength of the office market that heralded the
neighborhood's initial revival two decades ago will continue to ebb, while investors will focus
on hotels, attractions and retail destinations offering memorable experiences to ever more
out-of-towners.
 
But the project is not without risks. Witkoff and his partners paid $430 million for the
property and even shelled out $48 million to the owner of a ground-floor souvenir shop, one
of the biggest tenant buyouts in city history. Working against the team—which also includes
Maefield Development, Winthrop Realty Trust and hotelier Ian Schrager—are trends in the
real estate market that have reversed course since the project's inception. On average, luxury
Manhattan hotel rooms this year cost around $420 per night as of September, a 1% dip from
the year before. Retail rents fell by more than 13% between the third quarter of 2016 and the
same time this year.
 
Plus, in Times Square, more landlords are chasing profits from digital billboards. The
resulting supply boost has already weakened asking rates for advertisers and could
complicate the math for Witkoff's jumbo LED screen.



 
Changing times
 
Times Square takes its name from the former headquarters of The New York Times, built at
the intersection of Broadway, Seventh Avenue and West 42nd Street in 1904. The area's
myriad transit options and proximity to Broadway theaters made it a favorite meeting place
for New Yorkers until the early 1960s, when it began transforming into a haven for drugs,
crime and X-rated entertainment.
 
"There were grocery stores that sold only beer, knives and condoms," said one real estate
executive who worked in the neighborhood during its nadir.
 
HOW CNY GROUP GREW BIG IN NYC
 
The Marriott Edition hotel at 20 Times Square reached its full height this spring. But getting
there was no easy task. CNY Group, the job’s general contractor, had to demo most of the
previous building and excavate the foundation for the 39-story tower while preserving the
steel skeleton of two original facade walls. That involved laser-scanning the old steel
supports to get precise measurements of where everything was and carefully drilling new
piles 80 feet deep into Manhattan schist, one of the hardest rocks in the world. “Complicating
this already complex job,” said CNY CEO Ken Colao, “is the 19,000 people walking by the
site every hour.”
 
But complexity is CNY’s stock and trade. Founded by Colao and his brother, Steve, in 2003,
CNY has emerged as a go-to contractor for developers facing the most daunting construction
challenges. For one Manhattan high-rise, the company sourced facade components from
China and Japan, and had them assembled in Thailand and then shipped to the site in
modules, saving 30% on facade construction. It also helps explain why CNY is slated to
bring in $340 million in revenue this year, a more than 200% increase over 2012 figures and
enough to earn the company the No. 110 spot on Crain’s  largest private companies list.
 
In its early days, CNY was consistently outbid for small and midsize jobs. To become more
competitive, the company parted ways with the Building Contractors Association and let
collective-bargaining agreements with union subcontractors expire—a first for a large city
contractor. Freed from those restrictions, CNY began running as an open shop, bidding out
jobs to both union and nonunion subcontractors.
 
Dennis Prude, a principal at the company and a onetime head of the union contractors
association, told Crain’s that although the rates from nonunion outfits are generally less
expensive, these firms often lack organized labor’s training and skill. It would take nonunion
concrete shops six days to pour a building floor, for example, while union ones tended to do
it in two or three days, saving the project valuable time. But CNY did find that innovation
was easier on nonunion sites, thanks largely to their lack of strict work rules. For instance,
the firm has begun bundling electrical wires into a neoprene tube that can be laid directly into
a wet concrete floor, rather than later threading everything through a bent metal pipe. “We
would have never gotten that change accepted by the union,” Prude said.
 
By the early 1980s fed-up city and state officials launched one of the country's biggest and
most controversial urban-renewal projects. Using the power of eminent domain, the state
eventually seized 13 acres of property along West 42nd Street between Broadway and Eighth



Avenue—part of an infamous stretch dubbed The Deuce by local denizens—and razed most
of the buildings. From the rubble a series of office towers rose and eventually wiped away
much of the undesirable activity.
 
That transformation played out over more than 30 years, with the last office building opening
in 2010 and "Porn King" Richard Basciano announcing before his death this spring that one
of the final peep-show pavilions would close.
 
But the scrubbing of Times Square—coupled with the citywide drop in violent crime—made
the area attractive for more than just office workers.
 
By the time Witkoff began construction on his hotel in 2015, the city's tourism numbers were
reaching staggering proportions. Nearly 55 million visitors came to New York that year,
almost equivalent to the entire population of Italy, as Mayor Bill de Blasio remarked at the
project's groundbreaking ceremony. "That number is going to go up," he added.
 
And it has. Last year the city welcomed 60 million tourists, many of whom visited Times
Square. Meanwhile, major commercial tenants who took space during the neighborhood's
resurgence, including Condé Nast, EY and Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, are
moving much of their operations to newer office districts elsewhere.
 
"Times Square is almost too successful," said Seth Pinsky, an executive vice president at
RXR Realty, which owns an office building at 5 Times Square. "The big question is: How do
you make it an exciting destination for tourists while keeping it desirable for the businesses
and people native to New York who also want to live, work and play there?"
 
Though the concentration of tourists has long supported a robust collection of hotels, Witkoff
is looking to set a standard for where and how these visitors spend the night.
 
Marriott developed its Edition brand in partnership with Schrager, who is still best known as
the co-founder of Studio 54 but who also scored a big hit in 1990 with the cheap, chic
Paramount Hotel. These days a room at the Paramount, just a block south of the Edition site,
between Eighth Avenue and Broadway, starts around $130 a night. Pricier offerings such as
the W Hotel charge at least $269 (according to data from TripAdvisor). Details on 20 Times
Square's 452 rooms have not been released, but a source with knowledge of the project told
Crain's that rates will start at $500 a night, while high-end rooms at the brand's Madison
Square Park location can top $1,100.
 
Occupancy in Manhattan luxury hotels hit nearly 80% during the third quarter of this year,
according to data from consulting firm STR. That is slightly higher than the same period a
year ago and indicates that demand for high-end offerings is robust.
 
But other key metrics are not looking so hot. Revenue per available room and average daily
asking rates are both down slightly from last year. And pretty much every metric has dipped
since the headier days of 2014, when Witkoff locked down more than $800 million in
construction financing. Precisely why overall rates are falling despite such solid occupancy
numbers is a bit of a mystery. Some experts expect them to rise again a few years from now
as construction financing for new projects dries up. In the meantime, one theory behind the
decline is that the nearly 13,000 rooms set to hit the market in the next few years are causing
owners to focus on occupancy in advance of stiffer competition.



 
"Manhattan hoteliers are actually buying occupancy by sacrificing rates," said Jan Freitag, a
senior vice president at STR.
 
Similar forces are at work in the digital billboard market. In Times Square—one of the few
places in the city such displays are permitted—advertising sales are so lucrative that many
landlords are opting to cover entire facades with billboards despite having to steeply discount
rents for the windowless office space behind them. The signage also plays an outsize role in
retail leases, with many tenants paying hefty rental premiums in exchange for screen time.
 
The billboard at 20 Times Square is already commanding attention. Less than 48 hours after
the display was activated, advertisers began buying time, even though the rest of the project
is still a construction site. But the competition is intensifying.
 
A separate Marriott property added a large digital billboard a few blocks away last year, and
the renovation of a DoubleTree hotel across the street is set to include a 17,000-square-foot
LED screen.
 
An earlier spate of digital billboard construction already dampened asking rates, which tend
to run between $10,000 and $35,000 per minute for a standard four-week contract. One
expert said those rates have fallen by around 50% during the past 10 years and could drop
further depending on how much product comes on the market.
 
More recently, retail rents have taken a dive. In the spring of 2015, when nearly all of
Manhattan was overpriced, the average asking rent for Times Square hit $2,413 per square
foot, according to the Real Estate Board of New York. Today it is down nearly 20%, to
$1,930.
 
Witkoff, who is leasing out the 76,000 square feet of retail space in the basement and on the
first four floors, was able to outpace that downturn with two high-profile deals last year,
when rents were still hovering above $2,300.
 
The NFL Experience took 25,000 square feet across several floors. The store and
entertainment complex will charge at least $39 per ticket for multiple attractions that let fans
participate in virtual-game action. An interactive theater is housed behind the billboard, a
clever placement that allowed Witkoff to fill up the discounted space with a tenant who did
not need windows to begin with.
 
Hershey's Chocolate World, another experiential retailer, has signed on for more than 5,000
square feet for its new flagship, where visitors will be able to personalize confections and
order freshly made s'mores from an RV parked inside.
 
"They were able to get top dollar from interesting tenants because the neighborhood is such a
strong market that is expanding in almost every direction," said Robin Abrams, vice chair at
brokerage Eastern Consolidated.
 
Although the building is not all leased up, Abrams said, the sheer volume of foot traffic tends
to insulate the neighborhood from some of the more daunting challenges that have beset the
rest of the city's real estate market. That helps explain why Gary Barnett's Extell
Development is partnering with the Hard Rock brand on a ground-up hotel a block north.



 
"Times Square has this magical connotation, and anyone who comes to New York wants to
go there," said Abrams. "There is nowhere else like it."
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Over the past few years, a number of rental developers placed huge bets on the
transformation of Hudson Yards into a residential and commercial district. And as their
buildings have opened in the past 18 months—flooding the area with some 2,000 new
apartments as the market continues to plateau—they have had to employ a variety of novel
tactics to get as many tenants as possible leased up.
 
The Related Cos. is only partially done with its $20 billion Hudson Yards project's first
phase, geared toward new office space. On its eastern edge, Brookfield is also still
constructing its smaller mixed-use project called Manhattan West. But that hasn't stopped the
two developers and a handful of others from rolling out rental buildings in the hopes of
getting in on the area's expected growth. They have their work cut out for them.
 
The Eugene, Brookfield's 844-unit behemoth on West 31st Street, began leasing in March by
offering prospective tenants one month free on a 14-month lease and two months free on a
26-month lease, according to listings on StreetEasy.
 
By July the offer on StreetEasy had increased to two months and three months, respectively.
Brookfield also waived security deposits for qualifying tenants and picked up the broker's fee.
A representative said the firm has been able to fill 67% of its market-rate units using this
method and that leasing is ahead of schedule.
 
Extell Development opened a 600-unit tower dubbed 555Ten last year. Lalezarian Properties
kicked off leasing at its 375-unit 507 West Chelsea earlier this year. Imperial Cos. listed its
225-unit Henry Hall building in May. Each has resorted to some combination of free rent and
other incentives to woo tenants. Related has filled more than 60% of its pricey new building,
1 Hudson Yards, without offering free rent, though the firm has cut prices in some cases and
has thrown in discounts on Citi Bike and Equinox gym memberships.
 
However they do it, rental developers need to get people in the door. Typically builders can't
refinance their projects until they hit a predetermined level of occupancy, and the higher the
rents, the better their terms. Knocking down interest rates on debt that often runs into the
hundreds of millions of dollars can be a strong incentive—and a boon to prospective tenants.
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HARVEY WEINSTEIN BUILT his complicity machine out of the witting, the unwitting and
those in between. He commanded enablers, silencers and spies, warning others who
discovered his secrets to say nothing. He courted those who could provide the money or
prestige to enhance his reputation as well as his power to intimidate.
 
In the weeks and months before allegations of his methodical abuse of women were exposed
in October, Mr. Weinstein, the Hollywood producer, pulled on all the levers of his carefully
constructed apparatus.
 
He gathered ammunition, sometimes helped by the editor of The National Enquirer, who had
dispatched reporters to find information that could undermine accusers. He turned to old
allies, asking a partner in Creative Artists Agency, one of Hollywood’s premier talent shops,
to broker a meeting with a C.A.A. client, Ronan Farrow, who was reporting on Mr.
Weinstein. He tried to dispense favors: While seeking to stop the actress Rose McGowan
from writing in a memoir that he had sexually assaulted her, he tried to arrange a $50,000
payment to her former manager and throw new business to a literary agent advising Ms.
McGowan. The agent, Lacy Lynch, replied to him in an email: “No one understands smart,
intellectual and commercial like HW.”
 
Mr. Weinstein’s final, failed round of manipulations shows how he operated for more than
three decades: by trying to turn others into instruments or shields for his behavior, according
to nearly 200 interviews, internal company records and previously undisclosed emails. Some
aided his actions without realizing what he was doing. Many knew something or detected
hints, though few understood the scale of his sexual misconduct. Almost everyone had
incentives to look the other way or reasons to stay silent. Now, even as the tally of Mr.
Weinstein’s alleged misdeeds is still emerging, so is a debate about collective failure and the
apportioning of blame.
 
Executives at Mr. Weinstein’s film companies who learned of allegations rarely took a stand,
cowed by their volatile boss or worried about their careers. His brother and partner, Bob,
participated in payoffs to women as far back as 1990. Some low-level assistants were pulled
in: They compiled “bibles” that included hints on facilitating encounters with women, and
were required to procure his penile injections for erectile dysfunction. His lawyers crafted
settlements that kept the truth from being explored, much less exposed. “When you quickly
settle, there is no need to get into all the facts,” said Daniel M. Petrocelli, a lawyer who
handled two agreements with accusers.
 
Agents and managers across Hollywood, who wanted in on Mr. Weinstein’s star-making
films, sent actresses to meet him alone at hotels and advised them to stay quiet when things
went wrong. “That’s just Harvey being Harvey,” more than one agent told a client. At



C.A.A., for example, at least eight talent agents were told that Mr. Weinstein had harassed or
menaced female clients, but agents there continued to arrange private meetings. Even Nick
Wechsler, a talent manager at another firm who confronted Mr. Weinstein about Ms.
McGowan, felt he had to maintain business ties with him: “Sometimes he was the only game
in town.”
 
Mr. Weinstein held off press scrutiny with a mix of threats and enticements, drawing
reporters close with the lure of access to stars, directors and celebrity-packed parties. Some
journalists negotiated book and movie deals with him even as they were assigned to cover
him. The studio chief once paid a gossip writer to collect juicy celebrity tidbits that Mr.
Weinstein could use to barter if other reporters stumbled onto an affair he was trying to keep
quiet. He was so close to David J. Pecker, the chief executive of American Media Inc., which
owns The Enquirer, that he was known in the tabloid industry as an untouchable “F.O.P.,” or
“friend of Pecker.” That status was shared by a chosen few, including President Trump.
 
Disney, the kingdom of family-friendly entertainment, tightly controls its operations, but it
allowed the Weinstein brothers to run the Miramax studio with virtual autonomy during the
12 years they were employees. (The pair wore T-shirts boasting “Corporately Irresponsible”
to one company retreat.) Along with an impressive record of Oscars, Mr. Weinstein left
Disney with a trail of settlements and claims of sexual misconduct that accumulated during
his tenure. Disney, which says it was not aware of his alleged abuses, now faces accusations
in a lawsuit that it “knew, should have known or was willfully blind.”
 
Mr. Weinstein, 65, is under investigation by law enforcement authorities in three cities.
Though he has acknowledged that his behavior “has caused a lot of pain,” his lawyers denied
that he committed sexual assault. His spokeswoman disputed claims of inappropriate
advances in this article, saying Mr. Weinstein’s recollections differed from those of his
accusers.
 
A master of leverage, Mr. Weinstein parlayed his films into relationships across the worlds of
entertainment, politics, publishing and beyond, achieving a stature that at times proved useful
in intimidating others and protecting himself. “I know the president of the United States.
Who do you know?” Mr. Weinstein, a Democratic fund-raiser, would say during the years
Barack Obama was in the White House, adding expletives. “I’m Harvey Weinstein,” he used
to say. “You know what I can do.”
 
In late September, emails show, he was discussing a documentary television show he was
working on with Hillary Clinton. He had long raised campaign cash for her, and her feminist
credentials helped burnish his image — even though Tina Brown, the magazine editor, and
Lena Dunham, the writer and actress, each say they had cautioned Mrs. Clinton’s aides about
his treatment of women. Now, Mr. Weinstein exchanged questions about distribution rights
for the show. “I am hopeful we can get a good price for this,” Robert Barnett, Mrs. Clinton’s
lawyer, replied.
 
Two days later, Jeff Bezos, founder and chief executive of Amazon, interrupted a vacation in
Hawaii to field advice from Mr. Weinstein, according to the emails. The Wall Street Journal
was reporting on turmoil at Amazon Studios, one of Mr. Weinstein’s business partners. He
recommended an aggressive response that involved hiring some of his own team, including a
libel lawyer who “makes sure everyone sticks to the right narrative,” Mr. Weinstein wrote.
He added, “I’m happy to coordinate with whoever you’d like, as a friend of the court.” Mr.



Bezos declined to comment.
 
Even as Mr. Weinstein was aware that reporters were examining his behavior, he attended the
Toronto International Film Festival in September and invited two women to his hotel room.
He alternated between making massage requests, other unwelcome advances and offers of
career help, said the women, who asked to remain unidentified, but whose account was
backed up in part through text messages and a friend who was told at the time of the
encounter. Then, the women said, he issued pleas and warnings not to tell anyone. Mr.
Weinstein called the account “nonsense.”
 
He pressured his business associates, telling Lance Maerov, an outspoken member of the
Weinstein Company board, that he would find embarrassing details from his past and use
them against him. He pushed Irwin Reiter, an executive who had worked with him for three
decades, to speak favorably of him to reporters. When Mr. Reiter refused, he said, Mr.
Weinstein responded that he had damning information about him too.
 
About the same time, he tried to facilitate a business deal with Ms. Lynch, the literary agent
consulting with Ms. McGowan, and others. “Getting together with three intelligent women
would help my image immensely,” he wrote in an email, proposing a meeting. That never
happened, according to Ms. Lynch. She said that she felt Mr. Weinstein was trying to
ingratiate himself with her because of her relationship to Ms. McGowan, and that she was
simply playing along. Jill Messick, Ms. McGowan’s former manager, never received or
accepted money from the producer, her lawyer said.
 
Minutes before The New York Times published the first allegations about Mr. Weinstein this
fall, he called the reporters who wrote it. Swinging between flattery and threats, he said that
he had ways of knowing who had cooperated with the investigation and the means to
undermine it.
 
”I am a man who has great resources,” he warned.
 
At Agencies, a Failure to Act
 
Mia Kirshner, a Canadian actress who was 19 when she starred in the film “Exotica,”
traveled to New York not long after its 1994 release. Miramax distributed the movie, and her
agents at C.A.A. had set up a meeting with Mr. Weinstein at her hotel. “We thought it was a
coup,” she recalled. The producer had already told Ms. Kirshner, whose grandparents had
survived the Lodz ghetto in Poland, that he wanted to discuss a film about the Warsaw ghetto
uprising. But when he came to her room, his agenda was to exchange sex for career
opportunity, the actress said. While she rejected him, the experience left her feeling
“extremely upset and alarmed and scared,” and somehow, like so many other women who
say he targeted them, at fault.
 
She told her primary agent, Lisa Grode, who sounded shocked. In a subsequent conversation,
her talent manager, John Carrabino, and his boss, Sandy Gallin, joined the call. Mr. Gallin
was outraged and urged Ms. Kirshner to meet with the producer again, while wearing a wire.
“I remember John and Lisa were both like, ‘Sandy, no!’” Ms. Kirshner said. From the general
tone of the conversation, she concluded she should drop the matter. “I was told to forget
about it; it was pointless to do anything about this,” Ms. Kirshner said.
 



She was grateful to Ms. Grode for signing her and for encouraging her to get a college
degree, she said. But in that moment, she recalled, “I was very disappointed by them.”
 
“It all came down to money,” she said. “It speaks to why he was protected as opposed to the
actors.“ Ms. Grode and Mr. Carrabino declined to comment; Mr. Gallin is deceased.
 
It is impossible to say how many women might have been spared Mr. Weinstein’s alleged
sexual aggression had more agents responded with the impulse to act. At C.A.A., at least
eight agents had heard about Mr. Weinstein’s behavior, largely from actresses they
represented, but several former senior C.A.A. agents said they were unaware of it or any
formal agency response.
 
In a statement, C.A.A. said it apologized “to any person the agency let down for not meeting
the high expectations we place on ourselves.” Like other agencies, it said it had begun
revising its management structure to include more women and improve its sexual harassment
policies.
 
When asked if he had known of Mr. Weinstein’s alleged harassment of clients, Bryan Lourd,
a partner at C.A.A., declined to comment, citing client confidentiality. In mid-September,
Mr. Weinstein stormed into Mr. Lourd’s office to complain about an article that Ronan
Farrow, a C.A.A. client, was writing on Mr. Weinstein’s alleged misconduct for The New
Yorker, according to someone familiar with C.A.A.’s dealings with Mr. Weinstein. Later that
month, Mr. Lourd tried to set up a meeting at the producer’s request. “This guy won’t meet
right now,” he wrote to Mr. Weinstein on Sept. 26. “He did say he will call you soon. I think
he is absolutely pursuing the story.”
 
The top agencies are among Hollywood’s most male institutions; none has ever been led by a
woman. “Given everything that has happened, agencies are suddenly on a very steep learning
curve, but I think they are doing the work to create a better environment,” said Marti Noxon,
a television producer. She had been disappointed in the past by an agent’s response when she
reported that she had been sexually harassed.
 
Two decades ago, Ashley Judd, who met Mr. Weinstein in his hotel room for what she
thought was a business meeting, said she turned down the producer’s repeated offers of a
massage, as well his efforts to steer her toward the bathroom so she could watch him shower.
After the encounter, the actress made no secret of what had transpired, and told her agent,
Michelle Bohan, who was then at the William Morris Agency. “I know my agent would have
done whatever I asked her to do,” Ms. Judd said. “I honestly didn’t know what to ask anyone
to do.” Ms. Bohan, who remains Ms. Judd’s agent, declined to comment.
 
Failure to take action in the face of misconduct accusations was hardly limited to cases
involving Mr. Weinstein. After complaints about his treatment of women became public,
Reese Witherspoon said in a recent speech that a director had sexually assaulted her when
she was 16, and she expressed anger toward “the agents and the producers who made me feel
that silence was a condition of my employment.”
 
Agents often sign actresses when they are at peak value to the industry — just out of their
teens, if not still in them — and also at peak vulnerability, given their youth. Although agents
are charged with protecting their clients’ interests, they earn their living, indirectly, from the
executives who write their clients’ paychecks. For agents, actors and actresses might come



and go, but Mr. Weinstein was one of Hollywood’s seemingly permanent fixtures,
distributing as many as 30 films a year.
 
In the absence of any collective discussion of Mr. Weinstein’s alleged behavior, stories
circulated in the industry, tainting many of those associated with him. More than two decades
ago, Gwyneth Paltrow reported advances he made in a hotel room to her agent, Rick
Kurtzman of C.A.A. Mr. Kurtzman “looked incredulous” and expressed revulsion, Ms.
Paltrow said, but he did not suggest discussing the episode with the agency’s leaders. Mr.
Kurtzman declined to comment.
 
Ms. Paltrow went on to become known as the first lady of Miramax, winning an Oscar in
1999 for her performance in “Shakespeare in Love.” But without her knowledge, Mr.
Weinstein was tarnishing and trading on her golden-girl image. Ms. Paltrow said she rebuffed
Mr. Weinstein. But now, she is hearing that as he tried to coerce other women, he repeatedly
boasted that he had sex with her. Complying with him was “the best thing you can do for
your career now,” Mr. Weinstein told one young actress in 2000, mentioning Ms. Paltrow and
others. Another woman, who alleged that Mr. Weinstein assaulted her in 2004, recalled a
photo of Ms. Paltrow prominently displayed in the room.
 
In recent weeks, Ms. Paltrow has started to connect with some of those who said Mr.
Weinstein cited her name in disturbing encounters. She said the phone calls with the other
women have been devastating. “He’s not the first person to lie about sleeping with someone,”
she said in an interview, “but he used the lie as an assault weapon.”
 
‘Impossible to Control’ at Disney
 
When Disney bought Miramax in 1993, it acquired an un-Disney-like duo from New York,
brothers who already had reputations as ruthless businessmen and fearsome bosses.
 
But the Weinsteins had an eye for talent and success in critically acclaimed art house films.
They were given wide latitude — “virtual autonomy,” as Disney put it in a statement — a
move meant to preserve Miramax’s creative culture. That hands-off supervision, several
former executives now suggest, could have inadvertently created opportunities for
misconduct that Mr. Weinstein exploited.
 
The Disney-Miramax relationship soon became strained. Over the years, multiple Disney
executives cycled through the thankless task of monitoring the Weinsteins. They spent
lavishly. They took on edgy films that made Disney uncomfortable. Without Disney’s
knowledge, they negotiated to launch Talk, a magazine edited by Ms. Brown. They bristled at
Disney’s restraints. “They were impossible to control,” said Bill Mechanic, a former
executive. Soon after The Times published its story about the allegations against Mr.
Weinstein, Disney’s former chief executive, Michael D. Eisner, called him “an incorrigible
bully” on Twitter.
 
But Disney continued to bankroll the Weinsteins with hundreds of millions of dollars a year
— more money than they had ever handled before — and Mr. Eisner tolerated them as they
were churning out hits. When Chris McGurk, then a Disney executive, broached the idea of
selling Miramax in the mid-90s, he recalled Mr. Eisner saying, “I’m not selling as long I’m
chairman.”
 



Disney said that it did not know of any complaints, lawsuits or the settlements dealing with
sexual misconduct involving Mr. Weinstein, and no clear evidence to the contrary has
emerged. But there were hints of other troubling behavior.
 
One involved a physical altercation with a male employee at a film conference in the mid-
90s that resulted in a financial settlement. About that time, the producer Sybil Robson Orr
said that when she complained to Mr. Weinstein about falling short on a distribution deal, he
berated her with vulgarities, pounding his desk and vowing to destroy her career, according
to a 1996 lawsuit. Two Disney executives joined in the threats, she claimed.
 
She prevailed, receiving a “sizable award,” said Bertram Fields, the lawyer who represented
her. “No one is going to do that again,” Mr. Weinstein vowed, according to a former
Miramax official. The producer and his company later hired Mr. Fields and another star
litigator, David Boies.
 
In 2004, the Weinsteins turned their high-powered lawyers on Disney as a showdown loomed
over growing business disagreements. The next year, Disney and the Weinsteins split. The
brothers started the Weinstein Company, reportedly raising about $1 billion and attracting
investors including Fidelity, Quinta Communications and Goldman Sachs, their banker.
Goldman, which compiled a 142-page initial offering for investors, said it was not aware of
Mr. Weinstein’s alleged misdeeds.
 
By that time, dozens of women had become victims of Mr. Weinstein, they now say. One of
them, a Canadian who anonymously filed a lawsuit accusing him of assaulting her in 2000,
said in an interview: “You do not get to trade on my physical safety for your accolades and
your Oscars.”
 
Keeping the Media Close
 
Shortly after the news investigations of Mr. Weinstein’s alleged abuse were published, A. J.
Benza, a former New York Daily News gossip columnist, received a two-word text from the
producer: “Help me.”
 
Mr. Benza had been integral to the network of friendly journalists — gossip columnists,
magazine writers, editors and authors — whom the producer relied on to promote his
entertainment empire and sometimes punish rivals or deflect threats.
 
Over dinner in West Hollywood in late 2003 or early the next year, the men had discussed a
plan to help Mr. Weinstein avoid embarrassment. While married to his first wife, he had
become involved with someone else, Mr. Benza discovered. A clerk at a Los Angeles art
studio where he commissioned a gift for Mr. Weinstein — a painting of a reimagined
“Hollywood” sign reading “Harveywood” — volunteered to Mr. Benza that a friend,
Georgina Chapman, was seeing the producer. Mr. Weinstein, who would later marry Ms.
Chapman, was separated and wanted to keep the relationship confidential until he was
divorced, according to his spokeswoman, Sallie Hofmeister.
 
Mr. Benza, then between jobs, had a suggestion. “I could supply your P.R. girls with a lot of
gossip — a lot of stories — and if people come at them with the ‘Harvey’s having an affair
story,’ they can barter,” Mr. Benza recalled telling Mr. Weinstein. “He said, ‘A. J., it’s got to
be good stories,’ and I said, ‘Don’t you worry about it.’”



 
Collecting a monthly retainer, Mr. Benza said, he reported items on Roger Clemens, Michael
Jackson and others and sent them to Mr. Weinstein’s communications team, though he didn’t
know whether they were used to trade away stories about the producer. Mr. Weinstein’s
spokeswoman said the payments to Mr. Benza were for public relations work during
Miramax’s dispute with Disney.
 
After 10 months, Mr. Weinstein said, “I think the coast is clear; I think we beat this thing,”
according to Mr. Benza, who recently had a brief stint as a writer for American Media and
also runs his own gossip podcast, “Fame Is a Bitch.”
 
Mr. Benza and Mr. Weinstein were exploiting a longstanding system of favor-trading
between the press and the movie business. Gossip writers need a stream of insider scoops,
industry beat reporters need exclusives on the next big deal and glossy magazines need
celebrities who can drive newsstand sales. Mr. Weinstein, who wanted glowing coverage,
could provide that and more.
 
The producer often held out business opportunities to those who covered him. He had book
and movie deals with writers and editors at Fox News, The New York Post, Premiere
magazine, Vanity Fair, Variety and elsewhere. In Mr. Benza’s case, a book contract came
immediately after he left The Daily News. In interviews, several journalists who had business
ties to him said the arrangements did not cause them to pull punches.
 
He had particularly strong ties to the tabloid giant American Media — owner of The
Enquirer, Globe, OK!, Radar Online and others — with which he teamed up to pursue
several media and production deals.
 
On occasion, Mr. Weinstein’s defenses showed cracks. Two journalists learned of assault
accusations against him — David Carr and Ken Auletta — while writing warts-and-all
profiles of him in the early 2000s.
 
Mr. Auletta, of The New Yorker, said he learned about a sexual assault allegation that a
former assistant had made against the producer, and a related settlement that required
confidentiality. Mr. Auletta said that he and his editors concluded just before publishing that
they could not include the allegation because the woman would not agree to cooperate.
 
Mr. Carr, a New York Times columnist who died in 2015, heard about Ms. McGowan’s
assault allegation and other accusations while reporting a profile for New York magazine in
2001, his editors said.
 
Several weeks before the article was published, Kroll, a private investigative agency that did
work for Mr. Weinstein, provided him with some details of Mr. Carr’s reporting, according to
a former Miramax executive who spoke on the condition of anonymity. Mr. Carr wrote in the
profile that Mr. Weinstein seemed to have “near-perfect visibility into my notebook,” and
told friends that Mr. Weinstein called him before publication to read a line he had written.
 
His spokeswoman dismissed the account as “urban legend,” and a top Kroll executive, Daniel
E. Karson, did not respond to a request for comment.
 
Mr. Carr’s article also did not include any sexual misconduct allegations; Caroline Miller,



then New York’s editor, said that none of the women would speak on the record. That same
wall of silence would stymie other journalists in the years that followed.
 
Playing the Gossip Card
 
Mr. Weinstein’s secrets began seeping out in March 2015, after the New York City police
questioned him about an allegation that he groped an Italian model, Ambra Battilana.
 
As he and his legal team worked to undermine Ms. Battilana’s credibility, American Media
entered the picture.
 
Mr. Weinstein had struck a business deal earlier that year with American Media, working
with Dylan Howard, The Enquirer’s editor and the company’s chief content officer, on a talk
show. American Media was known to sometimes help out allies in trouble with a strategy
known in tabloid newsrooms as “catch and kill” — acquiring exclusive rights to damaging
stories and then not publishing them.
 
In the Battilana case, the company scrambled to buy her story. But a sale never went through,
American Media said, because Ms. Battilana’s price was too high. She said, through a
spokesman, that she “never sought out or solicited any offers.” Documentation reviewed by
The Times, in fact, shows her rebuffing an attempt to pay her. Prosecutors ultimately did not
pursue charges against Mr. Weinstein, citing insufficient evidence, and the story did not
appear in America Media publications.
 
A few months later American Media and the Weinstein Company expanded their partnership.
And after two actresses, Ms. Judd and Ms. McGowan, made veiled mention of misconduct by
Mr. Weinstein in 2015 and 2016, Mr. Howard came to his aid. The Weinstein Company told
the editor about Ms. McGowan’s allegations and said “it might be a good article for him to
pursue,” according to Ms. Hofmeister, the producer’s spokeswoman. She said that Mr.
Howard was never asked to “dig up damaging information on actresses.”
 
Mr. Howard dispatched a reporter at the entertainment news service Coleman-Rayner, which
works with American Media, to collect hostile commentary about Ms. McGowan. “This is
killer. Especially if my fingerprints r not on this,” Mr. Weinstein wrote in an email obtained
by The Times and first reported in The New Yorker.
 
In November last year, Lauren O’Connor, a former Weinstein Company employee who had
written a blistering memo asserting sexual harassment and other misconduct by Mr.
Weinstein, received calls from a Coleman-Rayner reporter. He said he was working on a
story about “major studio heads” and kept pressing her to speak even when she declined. She
said it made her so uncomfortable she reported the phone call to her lawyer.
 
American Media has acknowledged that it sometimes worked to gather information to help
Mr. Weinstein because of mutual business interests. “To the extent AMI provided ‘off the
record’ information to Mr. Weinstein about his accusers,” the company said in a statement, it
did so “at a time when Mr. Weinstein was denying any harassment.” The statement said Mr.
Howard would not have allowed the information to be published.
 
(On Tuesday, The Associated Press reported that American Media had conducted an inquiry
in 2012 into sexual harassment allegations against Mr. Howard, but concluded there had been



no serious wrongdoing.)
 
By fall last year, Mr. Weinstein was trying to stop what he feared would be a story about the
allegations against him by New York magazine. Once again, he called on Mr. Benza, meeting
him at the Peninsula Beverly Hills that October.
 
Saying the magazine was “doing a Bill Cosby on me,” Mr. Weinstein asked for help, Mr.
Benza recalled. He said he did not believe at the time that the studio chief had abused
women, and despite feeling a debt of loyalty, would not have knowingly participated in a
scheme to silence victims.
 
He said Mr. Weinstein suggested that Mr. Benza pose as an author “writing a hit job,’’ so he
could call potential sources to learn what they were saying about the producer. Mr. Weinstein
discussed paying Mr. Benza up to $20,000 a month and providing a list of contacts, Mr.
Benza said, though the producer never followed through. Mr. Weinstein’s spokeswoman
denied that he had proposed the scheme.
 
But a list was shared with Mr. Howard, who sent Mr. Weinstein an email last December with
an attachment called “Contacts” and a note reading, “Let’s discuss next steps on each.”
 
The New York magazine piece never materialized; the accusers would not speak on the
record. But The Times, NBC and then The New Yorker began pursuing their own stories.
 
The day before The Times published its article this fall, Mr. Weinstein was planning to make
his last defense. He wrote an urgent email to Mr. Howard, instructing him to meet outside the
newspaper’s headquarters in Manhattan. American Media said that Mr. Howard did not show.
 
The Celebrity Shield
 
If Mr. Weinstein built his wall of invulnerability from many varied bricks, it was covered
with a sheen of celebrity. He created stars through his movies, but he also acquired famous
friends through his other activities, including in the Democratic politics that dominate
Hollywood.
 
Chief among them were Bill and Hillary Clinton. Over the years, Mr. Weinstein provided
them with campaign cash and Hollywood star power, inviting Mrs. Clinton to glittery
premieres and offering to send her films. After Mr. Clinton faced impeachment in the Monica
Lewinsky scandal, he donated $10,000 to Mr. Clinton’s legal defense fund. Mr. Weinstein
was a fund-raiser and informal adviser during Mrs. Clinton’s 2000 Senate campaign, a guest
in her hotel suite when she won and a host of an A-list victory party. He was an early backer
of both her presidential bids.
 
Mr. Weinstein’s political activity — he provided consistent support for Mr. Obama as well —
boosted his image as a man with friends in high places and close ties to the country’s leading
female politician. It is not clear if rumors of his record of sexual misconduct had ever reached
them.
 
But two prominent women said they warned Mrs. Clinton’s team. In 2016, Lena Dunham, the
writer and actress, said she was troubled by the producer’s visible presence during Mrs.
Clinton’s presidential run, hosting fund-raisers and appearing at campaign events. She had



heard stories, both directly and secondhand from other actresses, about disturbing encounters
with him, she said. So in March last year, Ms. Dunham, a vocal Clinton supporter, said she
warned the campaign.
 
“I just want you to let you know that Harvey’s a rapist and this is going to come out at some
point,” Ms. Dunham said she told Kristina Schake, the campaign’s deputy communications
director. She recalled adding, “I think it’s a really bad idea for him to host fund-raisers and
be involved because it’s an open secret in Hollywood that he has a problem with sexual
assault.”
 
Earlier, during the 2008 presidential race, Tina Brown, the magazine editor, said she
cautioned a member of Mrs. Clinton’s inner circle about him. “I was hearing that Harvey’s
sleaziness with women had escalated since I left Talk in 2002 and she was unwise to be so
closely associated with him,” Ms. Brown said in an email.
 
Ms. Dunham said that Ms. Schake seemed surprised at her warning, and that Ms. Schake said
she would tell Robby Mook, the campaign manager, Ms. Dunham recalled in an interview.
 
With the Democratic National Convention approaching in summer 2016, Ms. Dunham said
she also warned Adrienne Elrod, a spokeswoman for Mrs. Clinton who was leading efforts
with celebrity campaigners. As far as Ms. Dunham could tell, the campaign had not
responded to her concerns about Mr. Weinstein. Weeks before Election Day, the producer
helped organize a star-packed fund-raiser: an evening on Broadway with Julia Roberts, Anne
Hathaway and others.
 
Ms. Elrod and Ms. Schake, through Mrs. Clinton’s communications director, denied that Ms.
Dunham mentioned rape, while Mr. Mook said that no one had ever alerted him about the
producer.
 
Nick Merrill, the communications director, said in a statement: “We were shocked when we
learned what he’d done. It’s despicable behavior, and the women that have come forward
have shown enormous courage. As to claims about a warning, that’s something staff wouldn’t
forget.” Referring to Ms. Dunham, the statement continued, “Only she can answer why she
would tell them instead of those who could stop him.” Mr. Merrill added that no one could
find people from the 2008 campaign who could recall a warning from Ms. Brown.
 
Mrs. Clinton herself said in a statement in October that she was “shocked and appalled by the
revelations,” adding that the alleged behavior “cannot be tolerated.”
 
While Ms. Dunham says she has “an incredible allegiance to Hillary,” and does not believe
the reports ever traveled to Mrs. Clinton, she remains troubled by what had happened. “A
year and a half ago, on one of the most progressive campaigns in history, this wasn’t a
problem,” she said, referring to the allegations about Mr. Weinstein.
 
(Ms. Dunham herself stirred controversy recently for defending a former colleague accused
of sexual assault, though she later apologized.)
 
Days after Mrs. Clinton’s election loss, the Clintons had dinner with Mr. Weinstein, Mr.
Boies, the lawyer, and their wives at Rao’s restaurant in Harlem, Manhattan.
 



Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Weinstein began planning a documentary TV show about her
campaign. Discussions about the project stretched out for months with her lawyer, Robert
Barnett, who emailed with Mr. Weinstein on Sept. 28 about potential European buyers.
 
In a statement, Mr. Barnett said that “talks were ongoing until the allegations surfaced, at
which point all discussions ceased — completely and permanently.”
 
At Work, ‘Nothing Was Done’
 
Beginning in 2014, one of Harvey Weinstein’s longest-serving employees had an overdue
realization that he needed to do something about his boss’s treatment of women.
 
Irwin Reiter had done finance and accounting work for Mr. Weinstein for three decades. He
knew the outlines of a few alarming episodes with female employees over the years, but he
had never intervened. Like many others, he had brushed aside Mr. Weinstein’s private
relations with actresses, figuring it was an embarrassing but consensual extramarital habit.
 
Now Mr. Reiter watched the public accusations mount against Bill Cosby. He learned that
Mr. Weinstein allegedly harassed a new employee named Emily Nestor, offering her career
help in return for sex. Sandeep Rehal, then a 28-year-old assistant, began confiding in him
about some of Mr. Weinstein’s demands. She had to rent him a furnished apartment, using his
corporate credit card to stock it with women’s lingerie, flowers, two bathrobes and extra
clothes for Mr. Weinstein.
 
Mr. Weinstein had long used his company credit card with abandon, relying on assistants to
classify what was business or personal, sometimes writing checks to reimburse the company,
according to several current and former employees. Now, on top of his salary — $2 million
before bonuses in 2015, according to his contract — he wanted the business to pay expenses
including a $27,000 tip for yacht staff and a private jet stop in Europe to pick up a model.
Mr. Reiter and other executives also began to question why he was putting women on movie
production payrolls without clear assignments.
 
“How many????????????? How many are enough???? How many are too much???” Mr.
Reiter wrote in a February 2015 email to Tom Prince, the head of physical production.
 
“We fly ‘actresses’ in from all over the world for 1-2 lines of dialogue,” Mr. Prince wrote
back.
 
In a statement, Mr. Weinstein’s lawyers, Blair Berk and Ben Brafman, said that he never
used “company resources for personal expenditures,” and that he reimbursed the company
“where there was any confusion.”
 
Concerned that his boss’s activities were “going to take the company down,” Mr. Reiter and
other executives decided they should act. But Mr. Weinstein was the dominant figure in the
company. He and his brother owned nearly half the business and served as co-chairmen, and
he packed the board with allies.
 
Fellow executives helped mask Mr. Weinstein’s behavior going back to 1990. That year, a
23-year-old assistant said he sexually assaulted her when she ran an errand at his home. Bob
Weinstein worked on the confidential settlement, according to two people familiar with the



agreement — the first of at least three he would be involved in over the years. In a statement,
Bob Weinstein said he did not recall being informed of the initial settlement, and denied
being aware that his money was used to pay off two other accusers.
 
After the episode with the young assistant, Harvey Weinstein confessed that he had done
“something terrible,” according to John Schmidt, then Miramax’s chief financial officer. “I
don’t know what got into me. It won’t happen again,” Mr. Schmidt, in an interview, recalled
Mr. Weinstein telling him. Mr. Weinstein denied having this conversation.
 
But the allegations kept coming. Even as other women at the company complained of abuse,
Mr. Weinstein was never fully held to account. In 1998, Zelda Perkins, an assistant in
London, confronted him about harassing her and allegedly assaulting a colleague. Donna
Gigliotti, a senior executive who had left Miramax a few years earlier, recommended a
lawyer and encouraged Ms. Perkins to demand more settlement money. But “Shakespeare in
Love,” which Ms. Gigliotti had produced with Mr. Weinstein, was about to be released. “She
clearly felt that it was perfectly fine to get me to down Harvey,” Ms. Perkins said. But “she
wasn’t going to stick her neck out.”
 
“When Zelda told me what happened to her colleague, I was horrified,” Ms. Gigliotti said in
a recent email. “Once I was sure she had good independent counsel, I thought it best to let
her lawyer determine how to approach and deal with Harvey. I did what I thought was best
for Zelda,” she said, adding that she did not speak to Mr. Weinstein for years afterward.
 
In 2010, Ms. Gigliotti resumed working with Mr. Weinstein, becoming the president of
production at his company. She left a year later.
 
The Weinstein brothers used “fear, intimidation, psychological and emotional abuse” on their
executives, male and female, said Amy Israel, Miramax’s former co-head of acquisitions.
“As a spectator to the abuse you were silenced by the fear that you would become the next
target,” she said. “The only alternative seemingly was to quit — to throw away everything
you had worked so hard for and walk out the door.”
 
Even as someone with stature, Ms. Israel was not immune: Mr. Weinstein promoted her,
praised her work, then harassed her, she said. When she stopped by his hotel room to pick
him up for a film festival screening in 1994, she said, he was nearly naked and asked her for
a massage.
 
“I reported the incident to someone more senior,” she said. “And I was told that another one
of my other colleagues had also been harassed. But no one had ever bothered to warn me.
Even after reporting it, nothing was done.” She started warning female colleagues never to be
alone with Mr. Weinstein, she said.
 
The human resources department was seen by many as protecting Mr. Weinstein more than
his employees. When Ms. O’Connor complained that she was frightened to travel with Mr.
Weinstein, “the response was basically, ‘let us know if he hits you or crosses a line
physically,’” she wrote in a 2015 memo. After she submitted a document detailing
allegations of sexual harassment and other misconduct by Mr. Weinstein, Mr. Boies and
another lawyer helped reach a settlement with her.
 
“The first time I spoke out, the message from H.R. was, ‘This is not our problem,’” Ms.



O’Connor said in an interview. “The second time I spoke up the response was, ‘How can we
quickly make this go away?’”
 
Mr. Weinstein shielded himself with legal measures that silenced alleged victims and muffled
employees. Mr. Weinstein has said he struck at least eight to 12 settlements with women
claiming mistreatment, according to two associates who spoke on the condition of anonymity.
Steve Hutensky, a Miramax lawyer nicknamed the Cleaner-Upper by some colleagues,
helped write an agreement with Ms. Perkins in 1998 that barred her from disclosing Mr.
Weinstein’s name, even to a therapist, and required her to provide “reasonable assistance” to
Miramax if the company chose to contest any criminal investigation that might arise.
 
Mr. Hutensky also helped implement an unusually restrictive nondisclosure agreement,
obtained by The Times, that prohibited Miramax employees from disclosing any information
about “Harvey Weinstein and Bob Weinstein and their family members, friends and/or
business associates,” without the written consent of the brothers. Mr. Hutensky declined to
comment.
 
Mr. Boies, a trusted adviser to Mr. Weinstein, signed a contract this summer with Black
Cube, a private investigative firm founded by former intelligence analysts from the Israel
Defense Forces. The firm was hired to block The Times’s reporting about Mr. Weinstein, and
an operative posed as a women’s rights advocate to get information from an accuser, The
New Yorker reported. Black Cube declined to discuss its operations, and Mr. Boies said he
did not select the firm or direct its work.
 
Mr. Weinstein cast some of his youngest and least powerful employees in the most
uncomfortable roles. In recent weeks, their actions have become a matter of painful debate:
Were they careerists doing whatever it took to advance, or victims themselves?
 
Some women whom the producer allegedly targeted describe assistants manipulating them
with chilling detachment. In 2004, when Ashley Matthau was a dancer in a Weinstein film,
she said his assistant ushered her into a car, told her that the meeting with the producer was
for business purposes and then waited outside a hotel room. There, she said, Mr. Weinstein
pushed her on a bed and masturbated on her. When she walked out, the assistant was waiting.
Ms. Matthau began to cry, but the woman “wouldn’t even acknowledge me,” she said. “It
just seemed like a well-oiled machine.” She later reached a settlement with Mr. Weinstein.
 
Protesting could get an assistant fired: Michelle Franklin, who worked in London in 2012,
said her initial alarm about arranging encounters only escalated as she saw women who
appeared emotionally bruised by them. One day, as she guided a woman to Mr. Weinstein’s
hotel room, she confronted him. “It’s not my job, and I don’t want to do it,” she remembers
saying. “Your opinion doesn’t count,” she said he responded. She was fired soon after.
 
Others stayed quiet because they felt like they shared a shameful secret. “You become more
and more aware of everything going on, then you realize what it is you’re cleaning up, and
you don’t ever want to tell anyone that — friends, family, my parents — what kind of job
this is,” Ms. Rehal said. She and Ms. Franklin said they were tasked with procuring
injectable erectile dysfunction drugs, Caverject and alprostadil. Mr. Weinstein paid with his
company card and gave Ms. Rehal a $500 bonus for supplying the medication, she said. Ms.
Rehal said she had to keep a supply of the shots at her desk, dispense them to him in brown
paper bags and sometimes deliver the medication to hotels and elsewhere before his meetings



with women. She and Ms. O’Connor said they had to escort Mr. Weinstein to sex-addiction
therapy in 2015.
 
Mr. Weinstein somehow knew personal information about Ms. Rehal, mentioning her student
loans and where her younger sister attended school and saying he could have her kicked out.
Rewards awaited those who went along, he said. “This is Harvey Weinstein University, and I
decide if you graduate,” he told Ms. Rehal and other assistants. Other former employees
recall him saying, “One phone call and you’re done.” Mr. Weinstein denied threatening Ms.
Rehal about her sister.
 
Even as Mr. Reiter learned more, he said his efforts to stop Mr. Weinstein went nowhere:
The man and the business were too intertwined. Mr. Reiter several times confronted Mr.
Weinstein, who brushed him off. Along with David Glasser, the president, and Andy Kim,
the chief financial officer, Mr. Reiter voiced concerns with a board member in summer 2015
about whether Mr. Weinstein’s employment contract should be renewed. The executives put
together a plan with Bob Weinstein to eject his brother from the company — they called it
“Plan B” or the “non-Harvey option,” according to Mr. Reiter. In the end, the board renewed
his contract.
 
Soon Mr. Reiter found himself under scrutiny. Mr. Boies acknowledged to Mr. Reiter that a
security firm was scanning his computer, Mr. Reiter said. It was not the first time Harvey
Weinstein had surveilled his associates: Years before, a former Miramax executive who was
in a legal dispute with the producer and his company said operatives from Beau Dietl &
Associates tailed him, even while he and his wife drove their children to school in
Westchester County, N.Y. Richard A. Dietl, head of the private investigative firm, said he
could not recall working for Mr. Weinstein.
 
A decade ago, Kroll investigators spent weeks sifting through employee emails looking for
derogatory comments about Mr. Weinstein, searching for phrases like “hate Harvey” and
another that used the word “fat” followed by an expletive, according to a person familiar with
the undertaking. More recently, when Mr. Weinstein heard that Jessica Lewis, a casting
director on the television show “Marco Polo,” was discussing his behavior toward women, he
told her, “I have ears and eyes everywhere!”
 
Just before the Times investigation was published, Mr. Weinstein asked Mr. Reiter to speak
favorably about him to reporters: “If you don’t help me, 180 people will lose their jobs,” Mr.
Weinstein said, according to the finance official.
 
When he refused, Mr. Weinstein threatened: “You’re not so clean either — I have stuff on
you,” he said, referring to a decades-old anecdote about Mr. Reiter repeatedly calling a
female co-worker. Mr. Reiter said that he saw her being grabbed at a bar, tried to intervene
and called her multiple times the next day to discuss what had happened.
 
“His modus operandi was always to try to find something on someone else,” Mr. Reiter said.
Through his spokeswoman, Mr. Weinstein denied threatening Mr. Reiter.
 
After years of support for Mr. Weinstein, most of the board members have now quit, while
publicly staying silent. Privately, at least one expressed loyalty. On Oct. 7, the day before he
was ousted from his own company, Mr. Weinstein received an email from the investor Paul
Tudor Jones.



 
“I love you,” he wrote, while detailing the steps Mr. Weinstein should take to rehabilitate his
image. Mr. Jones told The Times that he condemned Mr. Weinstein’s alleged misconduct and
wanted to encourage him to get help.
 
“Focus on the future as America loves a great comeback story,” he wrote to the movie
producer.
 
He finished: “The good news is, this will go away sooner than you think and it will be
forgotten!”
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For decades, the idea of a Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital served as a rare and
powerful rallying cry that united the Arab world.
 
Kings and dictators stumped for it, priests and imams prayed for it, jihadists and protesters
died for it, and militant groups and political parties campaigned for it — naming their
television stations, boulevards and even themselves, after Al Quds, the Arabic name for the
holy city.
 
In officially recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel on Wednesday, President Trump
struck what many considered the death blow to those aspirations, handing a major victory to
Israel in the perennial struggle between Jews and Arabs for control of the Holy Land.
 
But as Arab and Muslim leaders raised their voices to condemn the move, many across the
Middle East wondered if so much had changed in recent years that the real Arab response
would amount to little more than a whimper.
 
“ ‘Jerusalem is the capital of Palestine’ joins ‘Palestinian refugees are going back home one
day’ in the let’s-hope-it-will-happen-but-it-never-will department,” Mustapha Hamoui, a
Lebanese blogger, wrote in a rueful tweet.
 
While Arab leaders have continued to pay lip service to the Palestinian cause, it has slipped
in importance, displaced by the Arab Spring uprisings, the wars in Iraq, Syria and Yemen, the
threat of the Islamic State, and the contest between Saudi Arabia and Iran for regional
dominance. Persian Gulf states like Saudi Arabia, more concerned about their rivalry with
Iran, have found their interests increasingly overlapping with those of Israel.
 
Arab leaders have often counted on declarations of support for the Palestinian cause as a
reliable way to appeal to their people, and sometimes as a distraction from domestic
problems, including lack of political freedoms and economic opportunities.
 
But while the passion for the Palestinian cause among many Arabs was genuine, those in
power often exploited it for their own aims.
 
When Hezbollah, the Lebanese militia and political party formed to fight Israel, sent fighters
to help save President Bashar al-Assad of Syria, its leader, Hassan Nasrallah, claimed in a
speech that “the road to Jerusalem” went through a list of Syrian cities, including Aleppo.
 
Critics posted maps on social media showing that that was only true if you took a particularly
circuitous route.
 



Palestinian leaders have learned that declarations of concrete support from their Arab
brothers only sometimes materialized. And many note that the Arab world has done little
more than issue notes of protest as the Israeli government has extended its de facto control
over the eastern part of Jerusalem since seizing it from Jordan in the 1967 Mideast war and
annexing it in a move still not recognized by most of the world.
 
The Palestinians’ Arab defenders have meanwhile shifted their own priorities.
 
Egypt, for instance, was once a reliable font of pro-Palestinian anger, where protests against
Israel regularly erupted in the 1990s and 2000s. But years of harsh repression under President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, combined with broader anxiety over regional stability, have curtailed
public protests.
 
“People still care about the Palestine issue,” said Hossam Bahgat, a prominent journalist.
“But the proverbial Arab Street has been forcibly disappeared,” he added, referring to a rash
of illegal abductions of government critics since the military brought Mr. Sisi to power in
2013.
 
As Damascus, Cairo and Baghdad — three traditional centers of Arab power — have
weakened, Saudi Arabia has sought to assert itself.
 
While its royals and monarchs once spoke frequently of the Palestinian cause, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, 32, who effectively rules the country, has barely addressed the issue
in public. He confided to foreign visitors this year that he does not consider the conflict a
priority compared with confronting Iran and pursuing domestic reforms.
 
Mr. Sisi and King Salman of Saudi Arabia are among Mr. Trump’s biggest boosters in the
Arab world. At a summit in Riyadh in May, the three leaders stood together over a glowing
orb for a photo that appeared to cement their alliance, even as it inspired a rash of mocking
internet memes.
 
In September, Mr. Sisi met for the first time in public with the Israeli prime minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, lending smiling optics to a relationship that had been quietly
blossoming, largely over security issues, for several years. And Saudi Arabia is widely
believed to be expanding covert intelligence cooperation with Israel.
 
But Mr. Trump’s decision on Jerusalem has put his allies in the uncomfortable position of
having to turn on him, at least verbally.
 
King Salman called the American move “a dangerous step likely to inflame the passions of
Muslims around the world.”
 
Mr. Sisi’s office said that he had spoken with the president of the Palestinian Authority,
Mahmoud Abbas, and that both men lamented a decision that “overlooks the special position
of Jerusalem for Arabs and Muslims.” Egypt’s state-controlled Al Ahram website went with
the headline: “Jerusalem is the capital of the Palestinian state despite Trump’s decision.”
 
King Abdullah II of Jordan, another American ally, said the decision would have “dangerous
repercussions on the stability and security of the region.”
 



Outside the Arab world, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey called Jerusalem “ a red
line for Muslims” and threatened to cut off relations with Israel.
 
“This is the new adventure of global arrogance in the region,” said President Hassan Rouhani
of Iran.
 
It was still possible that Mr. Trump’s declaration could have the effect of moving the
Palestinian issue to the front burner, but on Wednesday, the emotions were as much of
sadness and resignation as of anger and threats. An explosion of violence could still come,
but so far there is something more like an explosion of sighs.
 
Nohad Machnouk, the interior minister of Lebanon, tweeted a clip from a song by Fairouz,
the Lebanese diva — “Our home is ours, Jerusalem is ours, and with our hands we will return
it to its glory” — the words determined but the music wistful and nostalgic.
 
In some ways, the move is symbolic and only confirms the grim view of the Palestinian
future. People in the region have long seen the United States as deeply biased toward Israel
and the hopes for a viable Palestinian state as fading.
 
But the American declaration casts into doubt the most important Palestinian hope that was
still seen as achievable: a capital in East Jerusalem. Calling Jerusalem the Israeli capital
without acknowledging its significance to Arabs comes off to them as a denial of the Muslim
and Arab perspective, analysts said.
 
“For Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims, it has the same effect that denial of Jewish claims to
Jerusalem has to Jews,” said Barnett R. Rubin, a former senior State Department adviser.
 
Moreover, he said, the move “confirms the narrative that the U.S. is at war with Islam and
has no respect for Muslim and Arab perspectives.”
 
That perception is likely to damage the standing of the United States in the region.
 
“This will do tremendous damage to America’s image and interests in the region,” said Nabil
Fahmy, a former foreign minister of Egypt. Of Mr. Trump, he added, “He is playing into the
hands of the extremists and giving easy ammunition to extremists and terrorists.”
 
The move could also strengthen Iran, giving it back the mantle of resistance it lost when it
sided with Syria’s government against an uprising. The elite force of Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards, led by Qasim Souleimani, is called the Quds Force, named for Jerusalem.
 
“We just handed him a claim to lead the cause,” Mr. Rubin said.
 
The focus on Jerusalem may also provide fresh ammunition to violent extremists in the
region. The Islamic State’s powerful affiliate in Egypt was born from the militant group
Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, whose name translates as “Supporters of Jerusalem.”
 
But for many, outrage at Mr. Trump’s actions mixed with a sense of weary resignation.
“We’ll see token protests and criticism from some countries,” Nadia Mohamed, a Twitter
user from Misurata, Libya, wrote. “The media will make noise and then it will soon be over.”



From: Clips
To: Clips
Subject: CRAIN"S NY: Jewish congregations and Disney maintain a footprint around Upper West Side"s tallest tower
Date: Friday, December 08, 2017 1:21:24 PM

Jewish congregations and Disney maintain a footprint around Upper West Side's tallest
tower
CRAIN'S NY - Tom Acitelli
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20171208/REAL_ESTATE/171209895/jewish-
congregations-and-disney-maintain-a-footprint-around-upper
 
On Nov. 27 Extell Development Co., one of the city’s more prolific developers, unveiled
plans for what would be the tallest tower on the Upper West Side: a 775-foot residential spire
on West 66th Street between Columbus Avenue and Central Park West.
 
But the neighborhood’s City Council member, Helen Rosenthal, quickly labeled the plan a
“classic bait-and-switch.” She was referring to Extell’s earlier plans for a 25-story building
on the site, which it assembled through a partnership with another landowner on the block
and through $202 million in air-rights deals with the Jewish Guild for the Blind, at 15 W.
65th St., and The Walt Disney Co., which owns properties in the area.
 
“At 775 feet, this building is far too tall for the context of our neighborhood, overshadowing
nearby buildings and Central Park,” Rosenthal said in a Nov. 29 statement. “It is 175 feet
taller than the highest building in the area, located at 69th and Amsterdam.”
 
The height of Extell’s project—50 W. 66th St.—would surpass even the proposed height of
200 Amsterdam Ave., a few blocks northwest. At a planned 670 feet, that condo tower had
been slated to become the Upper West Side’s tallest building.
 
As with Extell’s building, the scale of 200 Amsterdam is only possible through air rights—
including some from West End Avenue, one long block away. The acquisitions allowed
developers SJP Properties and Mitsui Fudosan to expand their tower’s zoning lot to 100,000
square feet even though its footprint would be 10,800. (Both buildings’ assemblages involved
deals with local synagogues.)
 
The Amsterdam building faced strong opposition from elected officials and some residents
concerned that the developers had violated building codes and failed to provide sufficient
open space. The Buildings Department halted construction in July as a result, though a
subsequent audit cleared the way for the project to proceed. That decision is likely to be
appealed.
 
Will 50 W. 66th St. face similar obstacles? Extell did not respond to requests for comment
about its timeline on the project or Rosenthal’s opposition. It has yet to file its plans formally
with the city.
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In a city seemingly exhausted by a long-running construction boom, the number of pitched battles
over new developments appears to be growing.
 
Community groups and elected officials are challenging a planned 668-foot condominium
skyscraper at 200 Amsterdam Ave., as well as a trio of towers in the Two Bridges neighborhood in
Lower Manhattan. Opponents have also brought to a halt a planned 800-foot tower near Sutton
Place on the East Side.
 
Now, the developer Gary Barnett, who built the first super-tall tower along what has become
known as billionaire’s row on 57th and has a second under construction, is pushing forward with
yet another ultra high-end skyscraper that is already drawing opposition.
 
The tower is set to rise 775 feet, or 69 stories, on a side street on the Upper West Side. The
limestone and bronze tower designed by the architecture firm Snohetta with chamfered corners and
a butterfly-shaped crown is slated to include 127 condominiums with views of Central Park. There
would be an outdoor terrace on the 16th floor with a garden and swimming pool.
 
The tower, which is planned for a site just west of Central Park West, would have an address of 50
W. 66th St.
 
Helen Rosenthal, the City Council member who represents the area, said the proposed tower was
“out of context for the neighborhood, and part of the creep of Midtown West into the heart of the
Upper West Side.”
 
“We thought our zoning laws protect the area from very tall buildings,” she said. “This is truly
Sisyphean.”
 
Not only is Mr. Barnett, the principal at Extell Development, facing off against the neighborhood,
he is swimming against a tide of developers who believe the super luxury market has gone cold.
 
Sales of super-expensive apartments — those priced at $5,000 per square foot or more that might
sell for as much as $100 million, fell to 42 in 2017 from 68 in 2016, according to CityRealty, a
brokerage firm. Despite the number of superluxury towers under construction and the media
attention, the highest priced apartments in New York City only represent a fraction of the
thousands of apartments sold every year. But the collective price tag for the 221 units priced at
$5,000 a square foot or more that sold between January 2013 and today was $5.8 billion.
 
There were six times as many apartments sold during the same period to the merely wealthy — in
the $3,000- to $5,000-per-square-foot range, or say, $20 million for a 5,000-square-foot unit.
 
Two more superluxury buildings nearing completion are expected to start closings on apartments
next year. In the meantime, developers at the Sony Building on Madison Avenue and at 666 Fifth
Avenue have abandoned their plans to convert those office towers into luxury apartments only a



billionaire could afford.
 
“I guess I didn’t get the memo,” Mr. Barnett said.
 
He said that he is convinced that New York will remain a haven for wealthy New Yorkers and
foreign investors, who pay a premium for height.
 
Despite its reputation as a skyscraper city, New York has had a mixed view of tall buildings. In
1915, many New Yorkers recoiled from the sheer size of the 545-foot tall Equitable Building
downtown, fueling passage of the city’s first zoning plan regulating height and setbacks.
 
Even the development-friendly administration of Edward I. Koch in the 1980s blocked attempts by
Donald J. Trump and G. Ware Travelstead to build the world’s tallest tower.
 
And in 2007, the even more developer-friendly Bloomberg administration shaved 200 feet off the
height of Jean Nouvel’s proposed 1,250-foot tower near the Museum of Modern Art in Midtown
before approving it.
 
Ms. Rosenthal, the City Council member, and Gale Brewer, the Manhattan borough president, are
questioning whether Upper West Side zoning allows Mr. Barnett to build so high without going
through the city’s approval process.
 
But Mr. Barnett, a former diamond trader turned New York real estate mogul, is confident. He
hired a zoning lawyer, David Karnovsky, the former general counsel to the city’s Department of
City Planning.
 
“It’s a beautiful site,” Mr. Barnett said. “It’s a true residential location.”
 
The building would be the tallest on the Upper West Side, and it has taken three years to assemble
the land.
 
In 2014, a minority partner in Mr. Barnett’s project, Megalith Capital, bought three adjoining
tenements for $85 million on West 66th Street, off Central Park West. Megalith sought to acquire a
synagogue next door and a building behind the tenements, on 65th Street, owned by the Jewish
Guild for the Blind.
 
But it was slow going and Megalith brought in Extell. Ultimately, Extell and its partners bought
the synagogue property for $45 million and a pledge to build a new synagogue inside the tower.
They paid an additional $147 million for the Guild property, while moving the institution to
another location.
 
To build an even taller tower, Mr. Barnett also bought a substantial chunk of unused development
rights — 132,054 square feet — for $55 million, from ABC, the owner of a building on the West
Side of the Guild property.
 
He initially filed plans with the Buildings Department for a 25-story building, even as he continued
to acquire other property. Critics contend that Mr. Barnett used a “bait-and-switch” tactic to lull
the neighborhood into complacency. Although he knew that the Upper West Side would be
characteristically combative, Mr. Barnett said, he filed a plan for what he could build at the time.
 
Councilwoman Rosenthal contends that the zoning does not permit a 775-tall building.
 
But Mr. Barnett and his zoning lawyer argue that it allows for a slim tower of unlimited height as



long as 60 percent of the building’s bulk is in a podium no higher than 150 feet tall.
 
“A 700-footer doesn’t even rank anymore” as a super-tall tower, Mr. Barnett joked.
 
If the opposition doesn’t stall the project, the building will be ready for occupancy in another three
years when, presumably, the market is hot again.
 
Still, Jonathan Miller, chief executive at Miller Samuel Real Estate Appraisers and Consultants,
contends, “The era is absolutely over for the super luxury property.”
 
“Developers have one direction: forward,” he added. “They build until they can’t build anymore.”



From: Clips
To: Clips
Subject: DN: Brooklyn school principal accused of harassing colleague for two years after she dumped him for cheating:

suit
Date: Saturday, December 09, 2017 7:28:27 AM

Brooklyn school principal accused of harassing colleague for two years after she
dumped him for cheating: suit
DAILY NEWS - Ben Chapman, Larry McShane
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/brooklyn/nyc-principal-allegedly-harassed-
colleague-dumped-article-1.3686750
 
He loved her. She loved him not. And now a spurned Brooklyn principal stands accused of
harassing a colleague for two ugly years after she ended their affair.
 
Teacher Jordan Barnett, in an 18-page court filing, recounted the vile and vengeful antics of
unrelenting Urban Action Academy Principal Steve Dorcely once she dumped him for
cheating.
 
“Despite plaintiff’s exemplary job performance, (Dorcely) targeted and callously
discriminated against her on the basis of her gender and sexually harassed her relentlessly in
the workplace,” the November lawsuit charged.
 
The oversexed Dorcely turned alternately vindictive and creepy, propositioning Barnett at
time while also accusing her of bogus disciplinary violations, the court papers charged.
 
In Nov. 2016, the 36-year-old Barnett recounted Dorcely sneaking up behind her as she bent
over to plug her cell phone into an outlet during a meeting.
 
“Put your butt on me,” she recounted the grinning principal whispering in her ear.
 
About a month later, Barnett was talking with another colleague about a breast cancer scare
that left her with painful cysts due to stress.
 
“That’s because no one is sucking on your (breasts),” Barnett allegedly said after overhearing
their chat.
 
Rumors abounded about the $161,871-a-year principal sleeping with “various staff
members,” and Barnett alleged that Dorcely was sexually involved with another academy
staffer.
 
The 17-year principal, who boasts a clean disciplinary record, made another unwanted
advance on Barnett during a Dec. 12, 2016, lunch at a Brooklyn burger joint.
 
When Barnett turned Dorcely down, the principal snapped, “You’re going to regret the
decision you made. Watch, you’ll see.”
 
“This guy’s using the school as his own personal dating service,” said Barnett’s lawyer
Jonathan Tand. “He harassed her, and when she finally had the courage to leave him, he
retaliated.”
 



Dorcely arranged for four investigations of Barnett in the last six months, his latest bits of
payback against his ex-lover, the suit says. He embarrassed her in public, and gave Barnett
unwarranted negative performance reviews.
 
She was “constantly targeted, ridiculed and criticized by Dorcely at every turn” during the
spring 2017 semester — eventually landing Barnett in therapy, the court papers alleged.
 
The city Education Department declined comment on the suit, and would not say if an
internal investigation was underway.
 
The city Law Department will review the complaint and “respond accordingly,” according to
spokesman Nick Paolucci.
 
The lawsuit seeks an unspecified amount of money, and names the city Department of
Education as a co-defendant.
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New York’s Top Specialty PR Firms, From Travel to Tech and Beyond
NY OBSERVER - John Bonazzo, Michael Kaminer
http://observer.com/2017/12/the-best-specialty-pr-companies-in-new-york-city/
 
We’ve got just 50 slots to recognize the city’s top PR firms every year, but there are scores of
specialist agencies that merit honorable mention. With that in mind, Observer ranked agencies
in 10 major categories that define their industries.
 
Travel
 
Hawkins International PR—Selective growth is the secret to Jennifer Hawkins’ success; her
firm’s enviable portfolio now includes Paris’ Hôtel Plaza Athénée, Loews Hotels & Resorts,
the Beverly Hills Hotel and Fairmont.
 
The Brandman Agency—Ritz-Carlton, Qantas, Six Senses and La Mamounia top a client list
of luxury travel brands and A-list real estate projects. NYC’s Woolworth Tower Residences
also tapped Brandman this year. Bonus: Brandman’s site lets you sort clients by continent.
 
Lou Hammond Group—Hammond’s ably expanded into real estate and tech but still shines
brightest with travel; 2017 clients include Antigua and Barbuda and Cinnamon Bay Resort,
along with prestige clients retained since the dawn of time. Bonus: The Haunted Attractions
Association—who knew?—is a client.
 
Wagstaff Worldwide—Joie de Vivre hotels, VisitDenmark, Promote Iceland, Tourism
Western Australia, Beverly Hills CVB and more destinations, airlines and hotels round out a
sprawling client list for this five-city firm.
 
Finn Partners—Grownup firm with wide-ranging client list and strong travel and destination
focus; think Air France/KLM, Greater Fort Lauderdale, Hilton, Hotels.com, Jamaica and the
iconic I (Heart) NY campaign.
 
Restaurants and Food
 
Baltz—Philip Baltz’s quietly consistent firm numbers several Jose Garces eateries, Marcus
Samuelsson’s Red Rooster Harlem, Rosa Mexicano nationwide and now hotels like Gild Hall
and Rosewood Mayakoba among its clients.
 
Hall PR—Industry people on several continents love Steven Hall, which is why his smart,
compact firm reps hotspots like Megu, DaDong, Dallas’ soon-to-open Bullion and LES
newbie Lil’ Gem.
 
Lion and Lamb Communications—High-low mix of tasty clients, from 16 Handles and Birch
Coffee to hot spots Oiji, and Au Zaatar to W Hotels and Cuba Travel Network.
 
Colangelo & Partners—Hindi, Japanese, Farsi, Indonesian, Arabic, Kurdish, Turkish,



Icelandic, Danish, German, Norwegian, Swedish, Hebrew, Italian, Spanish, French. Sixteen
languages spoken is one reason Colangelo’s the leader in international wine PR with clients
from Napa Valley to Spain to Tuscany to South Africa.
 
Bullfrog & Baum—For its first-ever schmear of PR, Katz’s Deli called on Jennifer Baum’s
rock-solid firm, which also counts Great Northern Food Hall and its sibling eatery Agern,
Bobby Flay’s Gato and Blue Ribbon Restaurants among its clients.
 
Real Estate
 
Hundred Stories—Projects across North America for clients like Taconic Investment
Partners, El Ad Group, Silverstein Properties, Fortis Property Group and DHA Capital; in its
spare time, the agency runs the starry City of Tomorrow conference, which has lured the
likes of Harry Macklowe and Ian Schrager to the 92nd Street Y.
 
Optimist Consulting—Smart marketer whose arsenal includes Instagram—client Madison
Square Park Tower has 20,000-plus followers. Burgeoning fashion and style arm this year
handled Gigi Hadid’s new jewelry line and the buzzy Paul Newman Rolex auction.
 
Gotham PR—Courtney Lukitsch’s firm isn’t about real estate, per se, but the creatives who
make it interesting: Groovy Viennese firm Veech x Veech, futurist architect John Portman
and hirsute interior designer Andres Escobar are the latest on a long list.
 
Risa Heller Communications—A former flack for Chuck Schumer and David Paterson,
Heller knows how to talk her way out of a sticky situation. She represented Jared Kushner
and Ivanka Trump until August; her current varied client list includes Airbnb, the
Metropolitan Opera and NYCFC in a practice that straddles real estate, crisis and high-level
public affairs.
 
Beckerman PR—Already a force in property development, Beckerman very sagely
established the first real estate technology practice last year, a move that’s proving both
prescient and profitable. Clients are piling on, including Ten-X, Xceligent, Honest Buildings,
WiredScore, Compass, redIQ, Notable and Snapchat’s Snaplistings Management.
 
Tech
 
Clarity—Tech startups swarmed Clarity this year, but the firm shone brightest in its work for
Jewish news organization the Forward, including a digital rebrand and global coverage
around history-making exposes—like the one that lost Sebastian Gorka his White House job.
 
Kite Hill—Nearly 50 percent jump in revenue at Tiffany Guarnaccia’s feisty little firm with
projects from Buzzfeed and Genius, new clients like content creator Deluxe and major
growth at its Experiences division and content studio. Guarnaccia still leads Communications
Week, too—bigger than ever this year.
 
Affect—A pioneer in the world of blockchain PR—she’s worked the space for two years—
Sandra Fathi is also ahead of the curve on artificial intelligence, AR and other things we
don’t understand.
 
SourceCode Communications—Greg Mondshein and U.K. expat Rebecca Honeyman left



Hotwire PR to start this smart, scrappy firm that’s making waves with “scale-ups”—as
opposed to startups—like Hinge, Buzzweb and Supportful. Relationships with European
media give the pair a leg up.
 
Moxie Communications—This year’s client wins for Taryn Langer’s well-liked operation
include CollegeHumor, StadiumGoods, Daily Harvest, Hourglass Cosmetics and Trivago—so
get ready to see that ubiquitous “guy” in a lot more commercials.
 
Fashion
 
Mode PR—Downtown movers and shakers with indie roster: Bing Bang, R13, Walk of
Shame, more. Paparazzi often snap celebrities like Kendall Jenner, Jennifer Lopez and
Natalie Portman sporting clients’ attire. Founder Amanda Carter, one of the queens of New
York Fashion Week, also gets top placements in industry bibles like Vogue, InStyle, W,
Glamour and Elle.
 
Berns Communications Group— Equally adept at traditional media and influencer
schmoozing, Stacy Berns’ 15-year-old firm counts Hudson’s Bay, Fred Segal, Alibaba Group
and DXL among its wide-ranging clients.
 
LaForce—Any agency whose roster spans Omega watches, Andy Boy lettuce, NexCare
bandages, Fiskars scissors, NYC’s Seaport District and LinkedIn is doing something right.
We think.
 
Factory PR—From NYC and L.A., Factory throws its weight behind cool midmarket brands
like Fjallraven, Combatant Gentleman, WRK, Camper and Mango.
 
Black Frame—Insider’s insider Brian Phillips actually shapes the brands he works with.
Though it met with some sneers, Helmut Lang’s relaunch as a “magazine” with rotating
“editors” was apparently his idea.
 
Beauty
 
Red PR—Julia Labaton’s mighty little firm remains a favorite of industry insiders and the
go-to for foreign companies growing U.S. business; clients include Morgan Taylor Lacquer,
Ouidad, Natura Brasil and Alcantara.
 
Marina Maher Communications—Venerable firm that bills itself as “artfully persuasive” in
service of big brands from CoverGirl to Gillette Venus to Clairol to…Depends.
 
Lippe Taylor—Staked a claim to power-of-women marketing with Nestle’s Differin skin
care brand, Botox, Yellowtail wine, and Gwen Stefani for Revlon.
 
BOLD—Big names like Pat McGrath Labs, Prada Parfums, Fenty Beauty by Rihanna,
L’Occitane and Marc Jacobs Beauty are marquee clients at this “deliberately small” agency
with strong chops in both content and digital.
 
MBA Partners—Ex-Dior Beauty PR mistress Bryn Kenny and Place PR founder Matthew
Snyder merged into MBA Partners in October; 37 Actives, Recipe for Men, Room & Board
and Zelens Skincare top the inaugural client list.



 
Finance
 
Prosek Partners—We know Prosek makes powerful new-business pitches; in fact, they sent
us their deck for Citi, a prospective client, instead of a Power 50 submission. We think
they’ll recover; Prosek still manages $10 trillion in assets, and revenue is up 30 percent. The
firm broadened its ranks this year with clients like UBS, IBM, the Ford Foundation and of
course Citi.
 
Sard Verbinnen—Sard celebrated its 25th anniversary with a new Hong Kong office and
fresh clients like Tiffany, Ralph Lauren, Snap, the Nordstrom family, Wells Fargo and
Nelson Peltz’s Trian. But more than a third of its partners have bolted since a piece of Sard
was sold last year. And Gasthalter, a new firm run by former staffers, eclipsed the old
masters in repping U.S. hedge funds, according to Absolute Return.
 
Stanton—Remember Dorf & Stanton? That was industry eminence Alex Stanton. Now, his
youngish firm reps big-deal clients like Bain Capital and TD Ameritrade; Stanton’s handled
45 M&A transactions this year alone.
 
Gladstone Place Partners—Former Brunswick partner Steve Lipin, a self-described “hack to
flack,” made headlines when he launched his boutique consultancy in October. Look out, big
guys.
 
Dukas Linden Public Relations—Some numbers on Dukas: Its clients manage more than $1.5
trillion in assets. It claims to have generated more than 550 broadcast placements this year.
And some names: The firm reps Raymond James, Eaton Partners and Brandes Investment
Partners among others.
 
Arts and Culture
 
Motormouth Media—Any firm whose roster includes Diamanda Galas, Destroyer, Austra,
Haxan Cloak, the Horrors, The Soft Moon and Marnie Stern deserves the most serious of
props.
 
ThirdEye—Intriguing roster of “partners”—don’t call them “clients”—in blurry space
between art and fashion, including Artwalk NY, Socrates Sculpture Park, Patrik Ervell, New
York Botanical Garden and Maison Margiela.
 
Kubany Judlowe—Clients at this brainy boutique include Denver’s Contemporary Art
Museum, architect Deborah Berke and the Museum of Jewish Heritage, which just launched
its pioneering Holocaust holograms education program.
 
Grapevine Public Relations—DKC denizens Chelsea Nachman and Molly Barnett left the
firm in October to start this cool new venture. Its clients at launch included Cyndi Lauper and
Dear Evan Hansen, so this is definitely one to watch.
 
Fitz & Co—Art Basel. Do we need to say more? How about BMW, Perez Art Museum
Miami, Storm King Art Center, Rolls Royce, LACMA, Aga Khan Museum and others, on
five continents?
 



Nonprofit and Cause
 
Anat Gerstein & Associates—A masterful campaign for the Girl Scouts—whose homeless
shelter troop expansion got page one of The New York Times, along with features on Today
and The View—emerged as one of 2017’s media coups. With the firm’s help, old-school
clients like The Workmen’s Circle and the Alliance for Positive Change have also become
unlikely media stars—we’re talking the Times, Wall Street Journal, Today and more.
 
Phil & Co—Cutesy name—for “philanthropy and companies doing good”—but serious work
for clients like the American Diabetes Foundation, Technion and Carnegie Corporation.
 
DG & Co—Veteran fight-the-good-fight firm’s roster includes Ad Council, Center for
Jewish History, Math for America, Atlantic Philanthropies, United Nations Foundation and
Mississippi Center for Justice.
 
The Tasc Group—Serious media relations and thoughtful strategy for clients from David
Lynch Foundation to Farm Sanctuary to the Trayvon Martin Foundation.
 
Fenton—Along with launching Actio, a corporate social responsibility practice, Fenton this
year welcomed back former de Blasio spokeswoman Karen Hinton, who fought hard to
recover from a serious treadmill accident. 
 
The Generalists
 
Havas PR—Industry oracle Marian Salzman continues to lead this hard-charging firm
through choppy waters with wins across pharma, food and foundations, and there’s more
growth in outposts like Pittsburgh and Phoenix.
 
Burson Marsteller—It’s been a year of massive change as this storied legacy giant continues
its never-ending reinvention; along with a raft of new C-suite talent, Burson managed to
attract business from Spotify, General Tire, Avaya and Baidu, among others.
 
Nicholas & Lence Communications—It was a good year for this very New York firm with
wins like Citywide Ferry Service, The ARK animal import and export terminal at JFK, Spin
and the recently opened National Geographic Encounter: Ocean Odyssey in Times Square.
Caesars Entertainment and its 22 properties nationwide came aboard late in 2017 too—a nice
cherry on the cake.
 
5WPR—Sprawling client list spans big brands like CheapoAir and Walgreens and midsize
companies like Viki’s Granola and Santa Margherita winery, as well as plastic surgeons,
lingerie makers and the Westminster Kennel Club.
 
Goodman Media International—Industry sage Tom Goodman tacked on the “International”
this year as his venerable firm added Alibaba Group, Ink Media and Pelé—yes, the soccer
legend— to its eclectic roster.
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Minority, women-owned firms may vie for more NYC business
BOND BUYER - Chip Barnett
https://www.bondbuyer.com/news/bill-would-let-minority-and-women-owned-firms-vie-for-
more-business-with-nyc
 
A bill to let New York City expand opportunity for Minority and Women-owned Business
Enterprises is awaiting final approval from Albany.
 
Under a bill passed overwhelmingly by the New York State Legislature, the city could spend
up to $150,000 on contracts with MWBEs who offer goods and services without requiring
them to first go through a long and formal RFP and bidding process.
 
The city’s current discretionary limit is $20,000 and the increase to $150,000 for goods and
services almost matches the state’s $200,000 limit.
 
A second provision of the bill would allow the city to consider a firm’s status as an MWBE
when using the best value procurement method. Using this method lets the city judge a
bidder's record of complying with existing labor standards, maintaining harmonious labor
relations, and protecting the health and safety of workers.
 
“At the end of the day, this is an economic development program and a jobs program,”
Jonnel Doris, the Director of the City’s Office of MWBEs, told The Bond Buyer. “We want
MWBEs to have a fair shot in doing business with the city.”
 
Doris is responsible for identifying strategic policy guidance, programs, services and
accountability mechanisms to increase the number of awards to qualified MWBEs. He also
works with city agencies and advises the mayor and administration.
 
Earlier this year, the state Assembly passed the bill by a vote of 115 to 15 while the Senate
vote for it was unanimous at 63 to 0. Gov. Andrew Cuomo has until Dec. 29 to sign the bill
into law.
 
As the legislation pertains to a city program, there is no fiscal impact to the state.
 
Earlier this year Mayor Bill de Blasio created the Contract Financing Loan Fund, which lets
MWBEs apply for low-interest contract financing loans of up to $500,000. The mayor is also
aiming to double the number of MWBEs certified by the Department of Small Business
Services to 9,000 from 4,500 by 2019.
 
The fiscal impact of the new legislation is apparent. In fiscal year 2016, the total value of
contracts under the current $20,000 discretionary cap was $109 million.
 
If, however, in fiscal 2016 the city had had discretion for contracts of up to $150,000, the
total value of contracts under that threshold would have been $257 million and MWBEs
would have had access to those contracts through discretionary spending.



 
“This bill will expand opportunity to those in communities that may have been marginalized
in the past,” Doris said, “and the more we can open up and make it easier for MWBEs to
succeed, the more we can grow those opportunities for those in our community.”
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Manhattan Prices Stable in 2017, Even as Luxury Takes a Breather
NY TIMES - Vivian Marino
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Manhattan’s luxury market took a much-anticipated breather for most of 2017.
 
The frenetic pace of activity, long the norm during the recent building boom, slowed. Many
high-end and ultra-high-end listings faced deeper price cuts, more time on the market and
fewer bidding wars.
 
The overall residential market, however, remained healthy, with continued strong demand for
an ever-tight supply of entry-level and mid-market homes.
 
The year’s priciest transaction occurred in the final days of the year. Three combo-ready
penthouses on the 92nd and 93rd floors of the supertall 432 Park Avenue sold to an
unidentified buyer for $91.13 million. (Each of these half-floor sponsor units had been priced
at around $40 million.) This was the most expensive sale in the building and the third-highest
ever for a single residence in New York City.
 
Brokers and other industry professionals expect the market to remain relatively stable through
2018 as the pipeline of so-called legacy contracts — deals often signed by buyers worldwide
years ago while developments were under construction, some carrying stratospheric prices —
continues to dry up.
 
“We’re closing out of an era of new superluxury developments from over the last five or six
years,” said Jonathan J. Miller, the president of the Miller Samuel appraisal firm. “They have
been built and sold, and we’re moving onto the next phase.”
 
Daniel Levy, the chief executive of CityRealty, which tracks apartment sales in Manhattan
and Brooklyn, said he believes “the market has found its equilibrium.” Comparing 2017 data
with that of the previous year, he discovered “year-over-year virtually identical, almost
within pennies of each other.”
 
Closed transactions for all Manhattan condominiums and co-ops were projected to total
12,000 in 2017, with sales reaching $25.9 billion. This compares with 11,853 transactions
and $25.8 billion in 2016, according to CityRealty’s year-end report. (Apartments priced at
$10 million and above made up 18 percent of these sales; those under $1 million were 13
percent.)
 
The average sales price was unchanged at $2.2 million, the report said.
 
“This is a sign of a steady, strong market,” Mr. Levy said. “It’s not crazy in either direction.
If you’re a buyer, you don’t have to buy the first thing you see. If you’re a seller, you don’t
have to wait forever to sell it.”



 
Many sellers, though, did have to adjust prices to reach a deal. Buyers, more discerning and
cautious, eschewed properties considered overpriced or unremarkable, especially on the
luxury side, where inventory was more plentiful. The average discount on all condos was
around 9 percent, Mr. Miller said, adding that the price drops helped spur sales.
 
Sellers unwilling to budge on price often saw their listings sit. “At the high end a lot of
sellers still believe in aspirational pricing,” said Hall F. Willkie, a president of Brown Harris
Stevens, “and this is not a market for aspirational pricing.”
 
Pamela Liebman, the chief executive of the Corcoran Group, also noted “a huge buyer
resistance to this tone that sellers took over the last several years, when buyers were so
anxious for a good apartment that they would pay anything.”
 
Manhattan resale listings spent more time on the market in 2017, according to Corcoran data,
especially higher-end homes. The average for those costing $10 million or more was 213
days, up from 206 in 2016. For under $1.5 million, it was 90 days, up from 81.
 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS
 
As developers sustained a steady pace of new construction, luxury condominiums continued
to fill up. “Many new developments saw quite a few deals in 2017,” said Kelly Mack, the
president of the Corcoran Sunshine Marketing Group, Corcoran’s new-development arm.
 
Nearly 2,400 units opened for sale, which was slightly below the yearly average of 2,500
units for the last 10 years, Ms. Mack said, although available new development inventory was
still up around 15 percent from the previous year. “It’s not surprising buyers are acting with
less urgency than they were in 2014 and 2015,” she said. “They can shop multiple
developments.”
 
The CityRealty report projects 1,750 new-development units will be sold in 2017, down from
1,841 in 2016. Leading the way in volume, it said, was 56 Leonard, the Jenga-like glass
skyscraper in TriBeCa. This distinctive 60-story tower had its priciest closing this past year
with the $47.87 million sale of its top-floor penthouse. This was also the city’s sixth highest
transaction.
 
Also in TriBeCa, a penthouse at 443 Greenwich Street sold for nearly $44 million, the city’s
10th highest. The building has been popular with celebrities. The actors Meg Ryan and Jake
Gyllenhaal each bought there several months ago. The comedian Mike Myers also made a
purchase, but in an apparent change of heart sold it weeks later at a loss.
 
And at the Greenwich Lane, a nearly blocklong complex on the site of the former St.
Vincent’s Hospital campus in Greenwich Village, a penthouse closed at $40.04 million.
 
Once again, though, 432 Park, the concrete-and-glass high-rise on Billionaires’ Row,
between 56th and 57th Streets, dominated the city’s top-20 biggest sales list. Six transactions
there made the cut, including the year’s top sale: the duplex combo on the 92nd and 93rd
floors, which totals nearly 12,000 square feet.
 
The year’s second most expensive closed sale was a penthouse encompassing the 85th floor



of 432 Park; it sold for $65.66 million. A similarly sized penthouse two stories below was
third, at $65.16 million. The building is currently the tallest residential tower in the Western
Hemisphere, topping out at 1,396 feet.
 
OTHER CONDOS
 
Nearly all the top sales in 2017 were at condominiums. While many of them occurred in the
new developments, there were also big closings at older buildings.
 
The city’s fifth most expensive sale was at 15 Central Park West, the twin-tower limestone
structure at 61st Street that opened in 2008. A penthouse on the 40th floor sold for $50.55
million. (The building once held the record for the city’s most expensive single-family
residence, with an $88 million penthouse sale in 2012.)
 
Another penthouse — this one on the 77th floor at Time Warner Center’s Mandarin Oriental,
at 80 Columbus Circle, which opened in 2003 — sold for $38.9 million.
 
The condo market over all was basically flat. The average price for all condo units was $3.1
million, unchanged from 2016, according to CityRealty. The average price per square foot
was $1,868, versus $1,888. Sales volume was projected to total 5,600, marginally lower than
the previous year’s 5,641.
 
Still, the unit price is a big leap from 10 years ago when the average was $1.6 million.
 
CO-OPS
 
It was arguably a stronger year for co-ops, which make up the city’s older housing stock. The
average price for a unit in Manhattan rose to $1.4 million from $1.3 million in 2016,
according to CityRealty. Closed sales also increased, to a projected 6,400 from 6,212.
 
“Co-ops aren’t dead,” Mr. Willkie said. “There’s interest in new properties with amenities,
but keep in mind: 65 percent of the housing stock out there is co-ops.”
 
Upgrades at many prewar buildings have helped sales. “They’re renovating lobbies and
elevators, and adding gyms,” said Scott Durkin, the president of Douglas Elliman Real
Estate, “really upping their game to attract buyers.”
 
The year’s priciest co-op sale, at $55 million, and the city’s fourth most expensive
transaction, was a third-floor unit at the limestone-clad 960 Fifth Avenue, at 77th Street. It
was sold privately by the estate of Robert H. Ellsworth, a prominent dealer of Asian art who
had lived in the building for more than three decades. The buyer was Carlos Alejandro Pérez
Dávila, a Colombian financier whose family controlled the brewing giant SABMiller.
 
The second largest co-op closing was for $45 million. The actress Demi Moore sold her
triplex penthouse atop the south tower of the landmark San Remo. It took her two years and a
$30 million reduction from the initial asking price to close the deal. Still, it was the highest
price ever paid for a residence at the twin-peaked building at 145-146 Central Park West,
between 74th and 75th Streets.
 
Another big sale — also a triplex — had an even larger price cut and lengthier market



duration. The apartment, perched atop the Pierre Hotel, at Fifth Avenue and 61st Street, sold
for $44 million. It had been on and off the market for more than four years, and at one time
had a $125 million list price.
 
TOWNHOUSES
 
There was a steady flow of townhouse transactions in 2017, with the priciest houses just
blocks from each other on the Upper East Side. Many of these sales also came with sizable
price reductions.
 
The six-story Clarence Whitman Mansion, at 7 East 76th Street, was sold by the Japanese
philanthropist Bungo Shimada. The price was $41.5 million. (Property records recorded the
sale at $33.2 million, but the listing broker said another $8.3 million went to the seller’s
charitable foundation.) The 1898 limestone house had been on and off the market since late
summer 2015, and had been listed for as much as $50 million.
 
The five-story mansion at 12 East 73rd Street was sold for $41 million by the real estate
investor Andrew L. Farkas, whose family owned the Alexander’s department store chain.
And nearby, 58 East 66th Street closed; it was acquired by Craig Filipacchi, a prolific broker
with Brown Harris Stevens, for $24.18 million.
 
Another townhouse seller was the former “Today” host Billy Bush. His home at 224 West
22nd Street fetched $7.43 million, about 15 percent below what he had paid for it in 2015.
The sale came after his suspension and subsequent departure from the morning show.
 
BROOKLYN
 
The borough had a record condo transaction in 2017, with the long-awaited sale of a triplex
penthouse atop the Clock Tower building in Dumbo.
 
The 7,000-square-foot apartment, at 1 Main Street, closed at $15 million after lingering on
the market for more than seven years. The original price was $25 million.
 
This was Brooklyn’s second most expensive residential sale. In 2015, an enormous brick
townhouse in Cobble Hill, with a four-car garage, closed at $15.5 million. The photographer
Jay Maisel bought the house for use as a studio and residence.
 
LOOKING AHEAD
 
Construction cranes for residential projects continue to dot the skyline. At least 72 new
buildings will add 5,636 units to the Manhattan market between 2018 and 2020, according to
another report by CityRealty.
 
Among the notable developments: 220 Central Park South, a limestone-clad skyscraper set to
open in late 2018, and where a quadruplex was listed for $250 million. If sold for that price,
or anywhere near it, this would be the most expensive single residence in New York City.
The record is currently held by a duplex at the pinnacle of One57, in the heart of Billionaires’
Row at 157 West 57th Street. It sold in early 2015 for $100.4 million.
 
Other coming developments include another supertall addition to Billionaires’ Row, Central



Park Tower, on West 57th Street, which will rise 1,550 feet. Also, 53W53, on West 53rd;
One Manhattan Square on the Lower East Side; and 15 Hudson Yards, the first condo in the
Hudson Yards mega development.
 
Market analysts are optimistic about sales despite the slowdown in the luxury. “There are
unique buildings that are so special — because of location, amenities or architecture — that
they can buck the trend,” said Gregory J. Heym, the chief economist of Terra Holdings, the
parent company of Brown Harris Stevens and Halstead Property.
 
Gary Barnett, the founder and president of the Extell Development Company, said he’s
already seeing healthy sales activity at One Manhattan Square, which his firm is developing,
along with Central Park Tower.
 
“We’re comfortable with the pace of sales there,” he said, though declining to disclose how
many of One Manhattan Square’s 815 units have been spoken for since sales began in 2016.
 
Prices at that building, which will tower over the East River at the base of the Manhattan
Bridge, are significantly more affordable there than at Extell’s other developments, which
include One57. They start at around $1.2 million for a one-bedroom and go up to $12 million
for a duplex penthouse, Mr. Barnett said, adding that carrying costs are also relatively low
because of a 20-year tax abatement.
 
Mr. Barnett was also optimistic about future sales at Central Park Tower, which will have a
Nordstrom department store at its base and 179 condo units. He didn’t provide specifics
about prices, but documents filed with the state attorney general indicate that total sales were
anticipated to exceed $4 billion.
 
“The demand in New York City is still very good,” Mr. Barnett said. “People around the
world still want to live here.”
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6 crucial ways New York City’s landscape will change in 2018
CURBED NY - Zoe Rosenberg
https://ny.curbed.com/2018/1/4/16797574/nyc-real-estate-architecture-predictions-2018
 
Curbed NY has spent the past few weeks reflecting on what 2017 brought to the city, from its
blockbusters sales to its best new architecture, its newest landmarks to the institutions that
threw in the towel, and how the city reacted to big issues like wealth inequality,
homelessness, and an ailing public transit system.
 
Now, with New Year’s behind us, it’s time to look toward what 2018 will bring. This coming
year will serve up no shortage of milestones in the projects that are defining 21st-century
New York City: From the construction of the west rail yard platform that will lay ground for
the second half of Hudson Yards to the opening of 3 World Trade Center, 2018 will see a
steady march of progress. It will also lay bare the circles of power that impinge on that
progress. (Those fixes to the subway cannot wait.)
 
Here now, what New Yorkers can expect to play out across the built environment in 2018.
 
Megaprojects
It’ll be a big year for Essex Crossing, where some of the former SPURA site’s first public
amenities will open for business. In 2018, expect the first phase of the Market Line, the new
Essex Street Market, Trader Joe’s, Target, NYU Langone’s Joan H. and Preston Robert Tisch
Center, bowling alley Splitsville, and Regal Cinemas to roll out the welcome mat.
 
The new year will also see the rentals of The Rollins, named for jazz legend Sonny Rollins,
hit the market in January; 115 Delancey Street will unveil its rentals this spring or summer;
and the senior center at 175 Delancey Street will debut.
 
Construction will continue into the new year on the 92-apartment affordable building for
seniors at 140 Essex Street, and will kick off on the office and market rate condo building at
202 Broome Street, as well as on the office and mixed income rental building at 180 Broome
Street.
 
On the Upper West Side, the three rental and condo buildings of Waterline Square, designed
by Richard Meier, Rafael Viñoly, and Kohn Pedersen Fox, have topped out and are in the
process of courting buyers. Closings are expected to start in late 2018, meaning move-ins
will follow.
 
Come spring, construction will start on Cipriani’s 28,000-square-foot food market at Two
Waterline Square. Work here, as well as on the mini-megaproject as a whole, is expected to
wrap in 2019.
 
Will everything move forward according to plan in 2018 at the Domino Sugar Refinery? The
decision by Two Trees to tap Practice for Architecture and Urbanism to revamp the original
design for the project’s landmark refinery building came out of left field in 2017, so who’s to



say whether it’s immune to further shake-ups?
 
What we do know is that its second new-construction building, an office and rental tower at
260 Kent Avenue designed by COOKFOX, is due to top out at 42 stories this year. Domino
will also debut its 11-acre park this summer—details on that can be found below.
 
The forward progress at Hudson Yards will march on into 2018, with work finally starting on
the platform that will cover the megaproject’s second half on the west rail yards (stretching
between 30th to 33rd streets from Eleventh to Twelfth avenues). This year will also bring a
topping-out at 88 stories for 15 Hudson Yards, the site’s first residential building to launch
sales, as well as a construction kick-off on 30 Hudson Yards’s sky-high observation deck.
 
As for openings, 2018 will see the office building at 55 Hudson Yards open its doors to
tenants like Arosa Capital Management and Cooley LLP. Also expect to see landscaping
appear at the public square and gardens surrounding Thomas Heatherwick’s Vessel, now
topped out.
 
Transit
After the disaster of a year that 2017 was for New York City’s public transit, 2018 couldn’t
possibly be worse—or could it? The typically tight-lipped MTA did not return a request for
comment about its course of action in 2018, but here’s what we know: In late July, MTA
chairman Joe Lhota announced an $836 million emergency action plan aimed at addressing
both immediate and long-term issues with the subway.
 
That action plan concentrated in part on things like fixing 1,300 signals most in need of
maintenance between the time of the plan’s release and the end of 2018, more regularly
cleaning the tracks, and increasing the numbers of cars on trains when possible. That plan,
however, is threatened by the city’s lack of fiscal commitment to the agency (which, lest we
forget, is controlled by Governor Cuomo in Albany.) The state and city are still sparring over
who will commit what to fixing the subway, but one thing’s for certain—those fixes need to
happen, and soon.
 
Another big story this year will be the coming L train shutdown: Now that the MTA and the
DOT have released mitigation plans, the next year will be all about implementing those
changes, including improvements to bike infrastructure near the Williamsburg bridge, and
creating protected bike lanes on 13th Street.
 
Preservation
In late October, architecture firm Snøhetta announced it had been tapped to reimagine Philip
Johnson’s iconic postmodern skyscraper at 550 Madison Avenue as a contemporary office
space with a newly transparent podium. The renovation announcement became a rallying call
for preservationists across the spectrum who banded together to seek protections for the
building.
 
Less than 30 days later, the Landmarks Preservation Commission agreed to calendar the
former Sony and AT&T headquarters for consideration as a New York City landmark (and
anyone who follows the Landmarks Commission knows that haste is not its specialty.) The
tower is currently awaiting a hearing that has yet to be scheduled but will more than likely
happen this year.
 



Near Union Square, another preservation battle is raging over the so-called Silicon Alley
area. Greenwich and East Villagers have been pushing for height protections and affordable
housing requirements in the area for years, but the fight has been renewed by Mayor Bill de
Blasio’s announcement of a new tech hub at the former P.C. Richard & Son site on East 14th
Street.
 
The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation wants height restrictions in the area
that would limit buildings to between 80 to 145 feet, and would have incentives for creating
affordable housing. To date, the area’s Community Board 3 has passed a resolution
supporting GVSHP’s proposed zoning protections, following CB2’s lead in 2015.
 
The city is on track to release a rezoning application for the tech hub early this year. The city
is alleging that the hub will have no adverse environmental impact on the area, a measure that
would help it bypass the Environmental Impact Statement that comes as a precursor to the
labyrinthine land-use review procedure. GVSHP, of course, disputes this. Bypassing the EIS
would help the city fast-track the tech hub’s final approval.
 
Rezonings
The De Blasio administration will continue its tear to rezone parts of the city, and first up this
year is Jerome Avenue in The Bronx. The rezoning is poised to affect 92 blocks along the
thoroughfare and create about 4,000 new apartments, 1,500 of which will be affordable.
 
The proposal has won the approval of the various Bronx community boards it will affect (4,
5, and 7), along with the approval of Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr, with some
stipulations. The rezoning is now in the public review phase, with the City Planning
Commission (CPC) expected to vote on—and likely approve—the measure in January,
paving the way for full City Council approval.
 
The canal-straddling neighborhood of Gowanus is no stranger to talk of rezoning; between
2013 and 2015, neighborhood residents and City Councilman Brad Lander created the
Bridging Gowanus framework that would prioritize neighborhood concerns for a future
rezoning. That framework is now being considered by CPC, which launched its study for
Gowanus’s rezoning in October 2016. The agency is aiming to release its rezoning
framework to the public early this year.
 
Meanwhile, the NYC Economic Development Corporation is moving forward with its
proposal to rezone Inwood. The rezoning proposal calls for the creation of new apartments in
the neighborhood—just 200 have been built in the last two decades—as well as measures to
preserve the affordability of apartments aging out of regulatory agreements. The rezoning is
expected to enter the land-use review procedure in mid-January, with hearings and votes in
front of Inwood’s community board, Borough President Brewer, CPC, and City Council to
follow.
 
Skyline
This past year was a big one for One Vanderbilt. The second half of 2017 finally saw the
1,401 -foot office building go vertical and its rise will continue in 2018. By the end of this
year, the SL Green-developed building is expected to reach 39 stories with concrete on deck
through the 35th floor, and curtain wall installed up to the 12th floor. It’s expected to top out
in February 2020.
 



The Rogers Stirk Harbour + Parnters-designed 3 World Trade Center will officially open in
the spring, making it the fourth building to be completed on the new World Trade Center
campus. The 2.5 million-square-foot building topped out at 1,079 feet back in 2016, and has
been courting tenants in the interim. Advertising media company GroupM has signed on as
one of the building’s major tenants, taking 700,000 square feet of office space.
 
Extell and SMI USA’s Central Park Tower will continue to make its skyward ascent to 1,550
feet throughout 2018, though the ultra-luxury condo building won’t top out until the
following year. However, the building’s 179 condos are due to hit the market this year.
Whether they’ll have public listings, or be marketed more exclusively like the condos of 220
Central Park South (which we have yet to see listings for) remains to be seen. The developers
aren’t yet ready to release asking prices, but assume they’ll be astronomical.
 
What 2018 holds for JDS Development Group and Property Markets Group’s 111 West 57th
Street is unclear, given the legal troubles it faced in 2017, but here’s what we know: A flurry
of filings with the Department of Buildings in the middle of last year indicate that the project
has every intention of moving upward in 2018. This past year brought news that some of the
building’s 60 condos have quietly entered contract, so expect more news from the city’s
skinniest skyscraper in the next 12 months.
 
Another JDS project, Brooklyn’s first supertall skyscraper at 9 Dekalb, is expected to make
major progress in the coming year. Foundation work for the 1,066-foot building will wrap up
this year, and the tower will begin to make its dent on Brooklyn’s skyline.
 
Natural landscapes
Williamsburg’s Bushwick Inlet Park is far from being complete, but the city is making strides
to deliver on its promise for the 28-acre park. In October, Mayor de Blasio pledged $17.5
million towards advancing two of the park sites the city has acquired but not yet developed.
That means that in 2018 the city will start designing, with the input of the community, the
parcel at 50 Kent Avenue. The site, formerly home to the Brooklyn Flea, is currently being
remediated by National Grid.
 
The Parks Department will also start looking into what steps it will need to take to remediate
the former site of a CitiStorage warehouse that burned down in a seven-alarm blaze in
January 2015. Once remediated, the 11-acre site will account for nearly half of the 28-acre
park.
 
New Yorkers will have a new waterfront park to enjoy this summer. Domino Park, part of
the Domino Sugar Refinery redevelopment, is poised to open by early summer, bringing two
Bocce courts, a flexible turf field, a volleyball court, a dog run, and public open space to
South Williamsburg. The six-acre park is designed by James Corner Field Operations and,
much like the firm’s High Line, will weave its way through the 11-acre Domino megaproject
site.
 
Moving south, Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 3 will open in the summer, wrapping up the six
pier-to-park conversions at BBP. But that doesn’t mean Brooklyn Bridge Park is complete:
Construction on Pier 2 Uplands is poised to kick of in the fall, and will bring 3.4 acres of
parkland to the former site of the wildly popular pop-up pool by 2020.
 
The final piece of Brooklyn Bridge Park, a two-acre plaza under the Brooklyn Bridge, finally



has a conceptual design and is in the fundraising stage. It’s still TBD when work will kick off
here, but it will bring a place for seasonal markets, concerts, and a temporary ice rink to the
Dumbo waterfront.
 
Over in Manhattan, the Parks Department is at work advancing the design for the East River
Greenway that will cover a significant portion along the island’s east side. Mayor de Blaiso’s
commitment of over $200 million in 2017 allowed design work to begin on the section
between East 53rd and East 61st streets. In 2018, design work will begin on the section
between East 125th and East 132nd streets.
 
Ongoing work on several sections of the greenway will be completed in 2018, including the
areas stretching from East 88th to East 90th streets and East 124th to East 125th streets. This
year will also see work start on the rehab of Pier 42 (finally!), the completion of work on
Sutton Place Park in the summer, and the unveiling of East River Park’s synthetic turf soccer
field and running track come the fall.
 
Governors Island won’t see much in the way of construction this year, but it’ll make small
and meaningful advances towards becoming a year-round destination for New Yorkers. For
starters, the island will remain open from May through October 31, an expanded schedule it
first tried out in 2017.
 
The Trust For Governors Island is busy seeking tenants for the island’s historic buildings, a
big task it believes will help the island to become a year-round destination. Though vendors
are TBD at this point, the organization courting everything from food purveyors to
nonprofits. The island will see some expanded food options in 2018 from north to south,
including the return of Island Oyster. It’ll also get some new entertainment perks (think
things like last year’s ziplining near Liggett Terrace) that the trust will announce in the
coming months.
 
Meanwhile, over on Staten Island, Freshkills Park is coming into focus as the Parks
Department continues work on North Park, the 21-acre section of parkland on the old Fresh
Kills Landfill site. The Parks Department will also continue designing its South Park (not that
South Park) with the goal of completing its design in 2019. That space will include three
multi-purpose fields and trails, car and pedestrian access, connections to the Owl Hollow
Soccer Fields, parking, and a public restroom and plaza.
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New York City homeless shelter faces resistance from 'Billionaires’ Row'
THE GUARDIAN - Edward Helmore
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/jan/18/new-york-city-homeless-shelter-
billionaires-row-backlash
 
A plan by New York mayor Bill de Blasio to house the city’s rising homeless population is
facing opposition over a shelter that backs on to a super-luxury residential skyscraper on
“Billionaires’ Row”.
 
According to the city’s department of homeless services, the former Park Savoy Hotel at 158
W 58th St in midtown Manhattan will house 150 homeless people. It is scheduled to open in
March, and backs on to One57, a 75-storey skyscraper on 57th Street.
 
But the plan, part of a program to create 90 new shelters across all five New York boroughs
that de Blasio says will be “in every kind of neighborhood”, is opposed by local residents
who accuse the recently re-elected major of playing political games.
 
“I think de Blasio is trying to score points,” said Helen Caputi, who was walking her dog on
the corner of 58th Street and 7th Avenue. “The people here are uppity, they don’t like it. I’m
for helping the homeless people, but I think they could have placed the shelter elsewhere.”
 
Building superintendents and doormen said the plan was already facing stiff opposition from
wealthy neighbors.
 
“It’s not going to be a good thing cause you’ve got the Marriott and Hyatt hotels right here,”
said the super at an adjacent building. “So it looks like there’s going to be a war with de
Blasio. He doesn’t have to put the homeless here, he could put them all in the armory on 2nd
Avenue.”
 
De Blasio has previously said the city’s “Turning the Tide on Homelessness” program would
include shelters in every neighborhood, as the city moved to tackle “a new kind of
homelessness that is driven by years of wages not keeping up with the cost of most of the
housing in our city”.
 
Recent figures showed more homeless people live in New York City than in any other city in
the country. The city estimates that the population has been growing for 35 years, with the
population now standing at 76,501 on any given night, according to the US housing
department.
 
As part of the new effort to reduce homelessness, the city has outlined dozens of reforms
including providing NYPD security, career counselling, mental health and and substance
abuse disorder counselors at shelters.
 
At One57, concierge services said they could not comment on the plan to convert the Savoy
into a shelter. “I can tell you the residents here are not going to be happy,” a doorman



remarked.
 
When it launched sales in 2011, the $1.5bn, 1,004ft development was promoted as setting a
new standard in luxury – and pricing. The skyscraper boasted a top-floor penthouse that sold
for $100.5m, or about $9,200 per sq ft, making it the priciest closed apartment sale in the city.
Developer Gary Barnett once referred to the view of Central Park from the upper floors of
the tower as “the money shot”.
 
Residents are said to include Silas Chou, backer of fashion brands including Tommy Hilfiger
and Michael Kors. Business partner Lawrence Stroll, whose estimated wealth is put at
$2.4bn, recently put his apartment on the market for $70m.
 
Stroll’s apartment, according to The Real Deal, includes a “woven suede” entrance hall and a
“sculpted ceramic wall” by the artist Peter Lane in the great room. The “extravagant” pad also
features a 1,500 sq ft master suite, eat-in chef’s kitchen with a hidden ceiling TV.
 
According to the real estate publication, property prices along Billionaires’ Row have been
struggling in recent months in line with a broad downturn in the city’s priciest real estate.
 
Until late last year, US secretary of commerce Wilbur Ross owned a 5,573 sq ft penthouse at
the Briarcliff opposite. He sold it for a $2m loss.
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Try Selling Three Towers of Condos in NYC's Jammed Luxury Market
BLOOMBERG - Oshrat Carmiel
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-02-05/tall-order-three-towers-rise-at-once-
in-jammed-nyc-condo-market
 
It’s tough to stand out in Manhattan’s overbuilt luxury-condo market, but James Linsley is
working on it. Instead of building a single, skyscraping tower designed by a world-famous
architect, he’s putting up three -- on the same site.
 
The project, by GID Development Group, consists of three glass-sheathed buildings -- one
each by architects Richard Meier, Rafael Vinoly and Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates -- rising
on Riverside Boulevard between 59th and 61st streets. Linsley, GID’s president, is filling out
the final piece of a redevelopment plan along the Hudson River that started two decades ago
with Donald Trump.
 
The trio of towers, where amenities include an underground tennis court, soccer field and
aeroponic garden, has 263 condo units in all. GID reports that 53 of them, about 20 percent,
have sold since marketing began in June. The most expensive was a $15.5 million, four-
bedroom home selling at $4,097 per square foot, a record for an apartment on Riverside
Boulevard, according to listings website StreetEasy.
 
“Half of our buyers are from the proximate area,” said Melissa Ziweslin, a managing director
at Corcoran Sunshine Marketing Group, who’s overseeing sales at the $2.3 billion project,
called Waterline Square. Some of them were looking to benefit from a 20-year tax abatement
on the new buildings as the rebates on their older Riverside units expire, she said.
 
City of Condos
Selling pricey condos in Manhattan these days is an uphill climb, as developers keep
splashing the landscape with ever more units for buyers to choose from. This year, 4,600
newly developed apartments are expected to reach the sales market, with nearly half of them
priced at $2,400 per square foot or higher, according to data compiled by Corcoran Sunshine.
That’s on top of the 3,323 new units that were listed for sale in Manhattan last year.
 
Demand isn’t assured. Closed sales for new units in the fourth quarter dropped 19 percent
from a year earlier to 387, according to Miller Samuel Inc. and Douglas Elliman Real Estate.
New apartments over $5 million accounted for 20 percent of those going into contract in
2017, down from 25 percent a year earlier, according to a report by Halstead Property
Development Marketing.
 
“We’re always conscious of what’s happening in the marketplace and in our universe of
buyers,” Linsley said on a recent tour of the property. “In the end, the market’s going to tell
you if you’re right or wrong, and so far what we’ve done seems to be resonating.”
 
Linsley himself moved into an apartment next door to the project to keep an eye on it. “I
open the window and look out before the guys even start work, and I’m out here all the



time,” he said. “There’s not a doorknob or hinge or screw in the building that I’m not aware
of.”
 
Trump’s Vision
 
The master plan for Riverside South, the whole 13-block stretch along the West Side
Highway, was first envisioned by Trump, who acquired the 77-acre (31-hectare) site in 1974,
sold it and bought it back a decade later, according to CityRealty. He initially proposed a
project named Television City that would have included studios for NBC and a 150-story
tower.
 
In the early 1990s, facing financial problems amid a softening real estate market, Trump
found Chinese investment partners to get the first buildings off the ground. After helping him
put up a set of condo and rental towers bearing his name, the partners sold the rest of the site,
setting off a cascade of development by others.
 
GID bought the last three parcels in 2015 from Extell Development Co. and Carlyle Group
LP for $676 million. Linsley, who started his career working on the Trump buildings at the
northernmost part of the redevelopment area, had planned to buy just one parcel.
 
“For us,” he said, “a big moment was to say: Maybe we shouldn’t be going after one site --
maybe we should buy all the remaining sites and really build something the city hasn’t seen
before.”
 
Underground Basketball
Prices at Waterline range from $1.83 million for an 820-square-foot (76-square-meter) one-
bedroom at Two Waterline Square, the Kohn Pedersen Fox tower, to a $27 million five-
bedroom unit with 6,566 square feet at the Richard Meier building, according to filings with
the New York State attorney general’s office.
 
At the foot of the towers will be a 2.6-acre park, and beneath that a common amenity space
called the Waterline Club, which in addition to tennis and soccer will include an 80-foot (25-
meter) pool, a recording studio and a basketball court. A 28,000-square-foot food hall by the
Cipriani restaurant group will anchor the street-level retail space at one of the towers.
 
The project, built in partnership with the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority, is scheduled for
completion in the third quarter of 2019.



From: Clips
To: Clips
Subject: NYT: Opinion: Black With (Some) White Privilege
Date: Sunday, February 11, 2018 8:57:52 AM

Opinion: Black With (Some) White Privilege
NY TIMES – Anna Holmes
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/10/opinion/sunday/black-with-some-white-privilege.html?
rref=collection%2Fissuecollection%2Ftodays-new-york-times
 
When I was in my early 30s, I started making a list of every child I could think of who had a
black parent and a white parent and was born between 1960 and the mid- to late 1980s. It
was a collection of people like me, who grew up and came of age after the Supreme Court
decision in 1967 that overturned the laws in more than a dozen states that outlawed interracial
marriage.
 
I was thinking of people I knew or had heard of, so of course the list included actors like
Tracee Ellis Ross (born 1972) and Rashida Jones (1976); athletes like Derek Jeter (1974) and
Jason Kidd (1973); singers like Mariah Carey (1969) and Alicia Keys (1981); and,
eventually, politicians and public servants like Adrian Fenty (1970) and Ben Jealous (1973).
 
It occurred to me, looking at the names I’d gathered, that what I was making was not just a
snapshot of a particular generation but an accounting of some of the most notable, successful,
widely recognized black people in American public life — cultural, political, intellectual,
academic, athletic.
 
It made sense: The people I could think of were the people who were the most publicly
visible. But what did it mean about race and opportunity in the United States that many of the
most celebrated black people in American cultural life in the late 20th and early 21st
centuries happened to have been born to one white parent? What if my and my cohort’s
achievements as African-Americans, especially in fields to which we historically had little
access, were more about how we benefited from having one white parent in a racist society
than our hard work?
 
My parents were married on Valentine’s Day in 1969. I was born in 1973, six years after the
Supreme Court’s decision in Loving v. Virginia. That history — the Virginia couple, Richard
and Mildred Loving, were arrested in 1958 and put in jail for the crime of miscegenation —
wasn’t something I learned about in school, even in my highly educated, middle-class
California college town, the one with the great public schools and the proudly liberal politics.
I don’t think my parents ever mentioned it either, though if they did, I probably tuned it out. I
found their discussions of American and world history as dry and boring as the news
programs they watched on PBS in the evening, which is to say: I was too busy being a kid to
think too much about how I had become one in the first place.
 
But my sister and I are a direct result of what came in the two decades after Loving: an
increase in the number of interracial marriages and a spike in the number of births of
American children born to one black parent and one white parent, an entire generation of
kids whose very existence symbolized racial progress for some, cultural impurity for others.
 
According to Nicholas Jones, director of race and ethnic research and outreach in the



population division of the Census Bureau, in the 1970s there were about 65,000 black-white
couples in the United States. By the 1980s, a little over a decade after Loving, that number
had doubled, to 120,000.
 
Mr. Jones points out that it’s difficult to measure the exact number of children born to these
couples, because the census does not ask for the race or races of one’s parents. But it’s
reasonable to assume that post-Loving, there was an uptick in births of kids like me — with
one black parent and one white — people some call the “Loving Generation.” Mr. Jones
should know this generation. In addition to analyzing data about racial reporting patterns and
demographic trends at the Census Bureau for the past 18 years, Nicholas Jones, born in the
early 1970s to an Irish-German woman and an African-American man, is in my cohort.
 
There’s an adage that to succeed, black people have to be “twice as good”: twice as gifted
and smart, twice as hard-working, twice as … everything.
 
How does having one white parent change that “twice as good” calculation? Data on biracial
people is tricky because it relies on self-reported identity. But my early inquiries into the
Loving Generation showed that people with one black-identified and one white-identified
parent seem to be disproportionately represented among black leaders and luminaries. Are
our achievements impossible to separate from the benefits that, in this country, have always
come with whiteness?
 
Of course, to be a black American is to be, by definition, mixed: According to a study
released in 2014, 24 percent of the genetic makeup of self-identified African-Americans is of
European origin. Colorism, which places black people in an uncodified but nevertheless very
real hierarchy, with the lighter-skinned among us at the top, was a fact of American life long
before Loving v. Virginia. Light-skinned black Americans, even those with two black
parents, have, for centuries, been considered to be closer to white people, closer to white
ideals about, well, most everything.
 
Sometimes, when I looked at the list I had made, it seemed entirely possible that our direct
connection to whiteness — through immediate and extended family — had contributed to a
certain familiarity with, and therefore accessibility to, the white norms, traditions and power
structures that so many of us depend on for opportunity and success. The common
denominator in the Loving Generation wasn’t necessarily so much white proximity as white
acceptance and, in many cases, familial love and close connection to white people. It seemed
as if this could indeed have created real opportunities for us. It’s likely, for example, that
Barack Obama was able to imagine himself as president not just because he saw himself
reflected in the white people around him, but because they saw themselves reflected in him.
 
About President Obama. Though I made that first “Loving” list before I’d ever heard of him,
if you had told me back in 2003 that the United States would soon have a black president and
that president would be the son of a white woman, I wouldn’t have batted an eyelash. Mr.
Obama, born in 1961, is at the leading edge of the “generation” I was looking to define, and
the journey that led to his becoming the first black president was impossible to separate from
his adjacency to whiteness. Ta-Nehisi Coates probably put it best in his January 2017 Atlantic
magazine article “My President Was Black.” He explained how Mr. Obama’s direct
connection to, and intimate familiarity with, white people — his mother, Ann Dunham, and
her parents — helped fuel his sense of possibility, of not only who and what he could be but
also what he could mean to others.



 
“The first white people he ever knew, the ones who raised him, were decent in a way that few
black people of that era experienced,” Mr. Coates wrote.“Obama’s early positive interactions
with his white family members gave him a fundamentally different outlook toward the wider
world than most blacks of the 1960s had.” He also noted that Mr. Obama’s lens, “born of
literally relating to whites, allowed Obama to imagine that he could be the country’s first
black president.”
 
There are other firsts within the Loving generation. Like Halle Berry (1966), the first black
woman to win a best actress Oscar. And Amy DuBois Barnett (1974), the first black woman
to run a major mainstream consumer magazine. And Jordan Peele (1979), the first black
writer-director to make a movie that earned more than $100 million at the box office on its
debut weekend. And let’s not forget Meghan Markle (1981), who is about to become the first
black British royal (of the 21st century, that is).
 
I used to wonder whether people like Ms. Berry, or others in my particular and uniquely
American generation, had ever made this specific observation, and been disturbed by it. It
was a lot to come to terms with. I knew, even as a young adult, that I moved among and
around white people with relative ease, in a way that my blackness — and my own
perception and self-consciousness of it — wasn’t at the foreground. What I didn’t know is
whether that had something, or everything, to do with what I’d accomplished.
 
Turns out, I was not alone. Erin Cloud, a public defender in the South Bronx, has similar
concerns. “At my job, there’s actually a lot of biracial people that are in more leadership
opportunities, and I think about that. I’m like, ‘Well, is that because there’s something about
their whiteness and our whiteness that is giving us space to communicate and that’s why
we’re getting promotions and why we’re moving forward?” she said. “I am a black woman. I
see myself as a black woman, but I also have to be honest. I love my mother. I can’t say for
many of my black friends that they deeply, intimately, without any bounds love a white
person.”
 
Ms. Cloud was born to a black man and a white woman who met in the late 1970s while the
latter was attending Morgan State University, a historically black college. Erin came along in
1983. She is one of more than a dozen participants in a new documentary series called “The
Loving Generation,” which I executive produced for the website Topic with Ezra Edelman
(1974). It’s directed by Lacey Schwartz (1977), a filmmaker who explored her own black and
biracial identity in the 2014 documentary feature “Little White Lie,” and Mehret Mandefro.
 
Mat Johnson, who wrote the 2015 novel “Loving Day” and is the son of a black mother and
a white father, was also interviewed for the documentary. Though he is quick to acknowledge
that members of our generation enjoy access to elements of white privilege — what he calls
“off-white adjacency” — he explains it’s important to take other factors into consideration
when considering the successes of the Loving generation, namely economic class and the
outsider-overachiever dynamic. “Particularly with those of us who are black-identified, we
get into the mode of trying to overcompensate to fit in and be accepted,” he told me.
 
But after you’re accepted, then what? What does it mean that many prominent self-identified
black people in America today were born to a white parent? Did Halle Berry pave the way
for another black woman to win a best actress Oscar, or for another black woman who also
happens to have a white parent? Beyond the continued question of colorism, what does this



all mean for the next generation, the next crop of American power brokers, black or mixed or
otherwise?
 
The writer and activist Rebecca Walker (1969) told “The Loving Generation” director Lacey
Schwartz last month that she believes biracial and mixed-race fluidity has led to significant
cultural and political contributions. “Our ability to see things from so many different
perspectives has really been a boon for this culture,” she said. She wonders, however, what
the return is — that is, where do we go from here?
 
I wonder this too, and how — or if — “off-white adjacency” can be talked about in a way
that acknowledges the experiences of those in my generation without seeming to mythologize
or aggrandize them. I want to be able to celebrate the fact that the interracial marriages in
which we were created represent a blow to legalized racism, and still grapple with the ways
in which anti-black bias may have benefited us.
 
“Even having this discussion opens up all these other questions about our responsibility,” Mat
Johnson told me. “If we are a segment of the African-American population that has access to
power and privilege, what does it mean ethically to live that life?” For his part, Mr. Johnson
said, it means making a sustained effort not just to acknowledge his privileges but to use
them to help those not similarly situated. He paused, then added, “I think it’s valid to point
this out even if it’s uncomfortable.”
 
Believe me, it is.
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An apartment on Central Park has long commanded a premium, but as real estate prices have
soared, blocking all but the most affluent from buying a perch there or along one of New
York’s other premier greenswards, developers have increasingly sought out sites on smaller,
non-marquee parks.
 
An address on Isham Park or Herbert Von King Park may not have quite the same ring as one
on Prospect Park or Gramercy Park, but in a market where buyers can become dizzy trying to
distinguish one marble-kitchened, white oak-floored condo from another, a view of treetops
swaying outside the living room window is a distinctive edge.
 
Even more significant, an apartment on even a pocket park comes with more light, air and
open sky than an identical unit that faces another building — and a near-guarantee that no
towering new development will take those advantages away.
 
“You have these little oases, these enclaves within the city, and it creates an opportunity,”
said Josh Schuster, the founder and managing principal at Silverback Development, which
has several park-adjacent projects in the works. “In New York, the light and air window is
usually the width of the street. When you walk into an apartment that’s across from a park
and there are large windows to showcase that, I definitely think there’s a wow factor.”
 
Far from a happy accident, finding development sites on small parks “is very much a
conscious strategy,” Mr. Schuster said. “We map out a bunch of city and state parks and then
we walk around. In addition to parks, we also map out landmark buildings — places where
you know the views will be protected.”
 
He said that he spent seven years assembling the site for 75 Kenmare, a seven-story condo
under construction in NoLIta that will overlook DeSalvio playground. The project is being
developed by DHA Capital, where Mr. Schuster worked previously.
 
Another site, on Second Avenue and East 21st Street, is across the street from Peter’s Field, a
blocklong stretch of basketball and tennis courts. And at 67 Livingston Street in Brooklyn
Heights, where Silverback is converting a former college dorm into condos, one side of the
building looks down on the schoolyard of the Packer Collegiate Institute, where on a recent
afternoon children were jostling for control of a big red ball.
 
While such parks may lack the splendor of Central or Prospect Parks, unsung green spaces
can claim near-equivalent benefits: In addition to extra light and sky, many offer
playgrounds, dog runs, farmers’ markets, a bench to read a book, or a lawn for a picnic.
 
Many cities prize their waterfronts above all else, but Jonathan J. Miller, the president of the



real estate appraisal and consulting firm Miller Samuel, said that New York is a bit different.
“One of the things about Manhattan is that we’re inward looking,” he said. “We’re more into
our park views than our water views.”
 
Which could have something to do with Robert Moses, the major builder last century of New
York City infrastructure — and the fact that nearly all of Manhattan’s waterfront views have
highways in them. But whatever the reason, living on even a small park does make a
difference to buyers. And, ultimately, the apartment’s value.
 
When it comes to pricing, however, expectations should be modest: According to Mr. Miller,
apartments on Central Park are only about 10 to 15 percent more than those on a side street if
they’re below the tree-line, and 15 to 25 percent more if they’re above. And any analysis of
prices for park-facing units comes with a caveat: Developers are more likely to put the
largest apartments where the best views are, and there’s also a premium for more contiguous
space.
 
And, he added, “while there’s an aesthetic of openness that people gravitate to,” there is a
difference between living on a tiny Moses-era playground and a Frederick Law Olmsted
masterpiece like Morningside Park “that has been a stalwart of the neighborhood for many
years.”
 
Toni Martin, an associate broker with the Corcoran Group, said that anytime she has a listing
on a park — be it Von King Park in Bedford-Stuyvesant, or Washington Park in Park Slope
— it gets snapped up fast. Fort Greene Park is such a huge draw that she’s seen bidding wars
for condos in townhouses half a block away. One of her clients lost a bidding war for a 950-
square-foot two-bedroom in one such building. “It was a nice apartment, but nothing
overwhelming. And it was a fourth-floor walk-up!” Ms. Martin said, adding that the place
sold for $125,000 over the asking price.
 
“In a city as dense as New York, to live next to something green is a beautiful thing,” she
said.
 
Of course, not all buyers come to tour a new condo with a strong desire to live on a small
square or playground whose name they might not even know.
 
Fred Duck, who works in marketing at Bloomberg, recently bought a one-bedroom at 1790
Third Avenue, a condo project across from Cherry Tree Park in East Harlem.
 
“To be honest, I’d never been to that park,” said Mr. Duck, who previously owned a condo
on Second Avenue and East 92nd Street. “But I had just come back from working in Hong
Kong for several years, where I lived very high up, on the 37th floor. I got used to that light
and I wanted to find something that wasn’t just looking into an adjacent building.”
 
The advantage is real enough that developers are keen to play up any nearby green space. In
Jersey City, Fields Development staked out a site by St. Peter’s Prep’s football field for its
new luxury rental, Lenox, which will also have a courtyard open to the public.
 
And in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, Brookland Capital is building condos at 850 Metropolitan
Avenue, across the street from a small community garden in Orient Grove, a tiny .149-acre
triangle park.



 
“I won’t tell you the site was appealing just because of the community garden,” said Boaz
Gilad, the chief executive and a founder of Brookland. “But if I can give you a park, I will.”
 
Brookland’s condos are priced to attract younger first-time buyers — a price point that “can’t
usually afford to be on a park.” But Mr. Gilad said that buyers and renters like “even a small
piece of greenery they feel like they can have access to.”
 
While not all New Yorkers warm to the sound of children’s happy shouting, even the
developers of new buildings with significant private outdoor amenities consider a small
public park to be a significant boon. At Extell Development’s Brooklyn Point, a 68-story
condo tower rising in Downtown Brooklyn, residents will have access to the highest rooftop
pool in the Western Hemisphere, outdoor showers and a stargazing observatory. But Ari
Alowan Goldstein, a senior vice president for development at the company, considers
Willoughby Square, the one-acre park the city is building across the street as part of the
Downtown Brooklyn Redevelopment Plan, to be on par with those perks.
 
“In my mind, parks are one of the best parts of New York and the perfect complement to the
built environment,” he said. “I spend my weekends taking my 20-month-old daughter to
different Brooklyn parks.”
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What are your ears hearing right now? Maybe the bustling sounds of a busy office, or your
partner cooking dinner in the next room. Whatever the texture of the sonic landscape of your
life may be, beneath it all is the same omnipresent din: the sound of cars.

That might seem benign, or perhaps even endearing—the sound of the bustle of the big city.
But the din of vehicles, along with transit and industrial activity, is making people sick.
People forget that noise pollution is still pollution. And noise pollution is everywhere.

Unlike many other injuries, hearing damage is irreparable. It also functions differently. People
tend to assume that hearing loss is akin to turning down the volume in one’s head—that
everything just sounds quieter. But it’s more complex than that. Sound at certain frequencies
just vanishes—birdsong, intelligible human speech, the gentle rustling of leaves, the crispy
highs of brushes on jazz cymbals. People can avoid using earbuds excessively or attending
loud concerts. But people do not necessarily have the ability to avoid high levels of
environmental noise—it’s in their neighborhoods, near their schools, at their workplaces.
That makes noise pollution a matter of bodily autonomy.

Solving the environmental-noise problem has been difficult, partly because for more than a
century anti-noise advocates have fought for the right to silence rather than the right to hear.

Concerns about hearing loss largely focus on excessive noise exposure. But environmental
noise is just as unsafe. People living in cities are regularly exposed (against their will) to
noise above 85 decibels from sources like traffic, subways, industrial activity, and airports.
That’s enough to cause significant hearing loss over time. If you have an hour-long commute
at such sound levels, your hearing has probably already been affected. Urban life also
sustains average background noise levels of 60 decibels, which is loud enough to raise one’s
blood pressure and heart rate, and cause stress, loss of concentration, and loss of sleep. Sirens
are a particularly extreme example of the kind of noise inflicted on people every day: They
ring at a sound-pressure level of 120 decibels —a level that corresponds with the human pain
threshold, according to the World Health Organization.

But since the turn of the 20th century, protecting human hearing has taken a back seat to
securing quiet for those with means, and punishing those without. Noise-abatement laws
transformed an objective concern about environmental and health conditions into a subjective
fight over aesthetic moralism.

One of the earliest urban anti-noise campaigns was initiated by Julia Barnett Rice, the
wealthy, well-educated wife of a businessman and publisher. The sound of tugboat horns was
causing Rice great annoyance as she tried to relax in her ornate Italianate mansion. But she
knew that this appeal would fall on deaf ears, so to speak. So she decided to use the poor and



sick people languishing in urban hospitals as a scapegoat. Isaac Rice, her husband and the
publisher of The Forum, became a champion of his wife’s crusade. In 1906, he published her
piece, “An Effort to Suppress Noise,” which amounts to a call for class antagonism. She
begins by channeling the pessimistic philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer, who likens noise to
boorishness:

There are people, it is true—nay, a great many people—who smile at such [sounds], because
they are not sensitive to noise; but they are just the very people who are also not sensitive to
argument, or thought, or poetry, or art; in a word, to any kind of intellectual influence.
Who are these insipid people in Rice’s narrative? The tugboat workers. The piece recounts
Rice’s efforts to ban excessive whistling from aboard their vessels. Rice portrays herself as a
dogged crusader, pleading for quietude amidst unrelenting clamor.

First, she sought aid from the law. In the New York City Collector’s Office Law Division,
she discovered a clause that “seems to vest in the Local Board of Steamboat Inspectors all
necessary powers to punish ... any act on the part of a licensed officer that they adjudge to be
‘misconduct’ or ‘negligence’ or ‘unskillfulness.’” In other words, Rice attempted to present
the call of tugboat horns as professional misconduct. Alas for her, the U.S. Local Steamboat
Inspectors decided that “the point was not well taken.”

Rice then went to the police to start a petition drive. She promised signatures from “poor and
rich alike,” but sent establishment personalities to collect them. Among the endorsees were
wealthy hospital superintendents, who lent credence to Rice’s claims to help the sick rather
than to punish marine workers. The inspectors were still unmoved.

When Rice finally interviewed some of the tugboat workers, she presented their responses as
evidence of wrongdoing rather than as the accounts of workingmen describing their labor.
The tugboat captains offered reasonable rationales for sounding whistles. One explained that
removing the whistles “would necessitate an extra deckhand to act as messenger to notify the
pier hands, besides all the time that would be lost.” Another stated, “We run a risk of losing a
whole tide if we do not rouse the crew on the barge.” And yet another, “You must whistle to
wake up the crew, which you cannot expect to stay on watch day and night.”

Rice did not relent. She went to maritime academics and higher-ups, who endorsed her and
researched her claim. At last, she won a victory: The National Board of Steam Navigation
passed a resolution prohibiting unnecessary whistle-blowing. The tugboat workers adhered
for a day or two, and then, finding that work became impossible and that the National Board
had no way of enforcing the resolution, returned to using the horns as often as they liked.

Rice had had enough. She proposed a law restricting all but a few scenarios in which
tugboats can use their whistles, and demanded a standing representative in the Department of
Commerce and Labor who would police the waterways for nuisance. In this effort, too, she
came away empty-handed.

Finally, in one last-ditch effort, Rice found success. At a meeting of about 10,000
representatives from the transportation industry, the American Association of Masters, Mates,
and Pilots passed a resolution ending the use of “indiscriminate and, above all, noisy
signaling.” The law was replicated at the federal level under the 1907 Bennet Act, the first
anti-noise bill ratified by Congress. Rice’s use of the poor and the sick as a tool to pass her
legislation played little part in why the authorities finally listened. Researchers had found that



the signaling was impacting tugboat navigation, making entering and exiting the harbor
confusing and unsafe at night.

Throughout Rice’s entire ordeal, she presented the tugboat workers as personal enemies
rather than potential allies. Her plight for quiet was a moral one; as she saw it, the peace had
been stolen from her by the mariners. Looking back, she comes off as vindictive and elitist.
But unfortunately, her belligerent approach set the stage for subsequent noise-abatement
campaigns in cities around the country.

As the historian Emily Thompson explains in her book The Soundscape of Modernity, noise-
abatement laws singled out relatively powerless people, those who were seen to impede “the
middle-class vision of a well-ordered city.” Among these was the 1908 General Order 47,
issued by New York City Police Commissioner Thomas Bingham. It targeted street ruckus
rather than port noise: commotion from street vendors, newsboys, tin-can kickers, roller
skaters, street musicians, automobile horns, flat-wheeled streetcars, and more. Soon after,
laws that banned occupational noises, preventing people from working for a living in order to
protect the quietude, appeared in Boston; Little Rock, Arkansas; San Francisco; and
elsewhere.

These fights hit street workers, most of whom were immigrants, hard. Still, the courts upheld
the laws. One infamous incident involved a Chicago ordinance that limited peddlers to
certain parts of the city and banned them from advertising using shouting. When the courts
upheld this law in 1911, the peddlers first went on strike, and then rioted, causing a mass
uprising and widespread damages. The police punished the peddlers, the strike was broken,
and the law remained on the books. Soon there were no more vendors walking the streets. By
the 1920s and ’30s, noise law after noise law helped clear the urban street. Eventually, it
ceased to be the domain of people and was overtaken instead by cars—which created their
own noise, of course.

Noise laws also played a key role in the development and implementation of zoning, the
separating of a city’s parcels of land into “zones” for which a specific purpose (such as
residential, commercial, or industrial) is assigned. A lasting legacy of Rice’s tugboat
campaign was the concept of “quiet zones”—places where noisemaking was especially
prohibited because of its potential harm, such as around hospitals, schools, and the houses of
the sick. New York set up its first quiet zones in 1908, aided by Rice’s work in talking to
hospital administrators, and other cities followed soon after. Violating a quiet zone usually
constituted a misdemeanor offense, punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both.

Enforcing anti-noise ordinances troubled legislators at both the local and national levels,
especially when the perpetrator of a noise was an industry vital to a city, a conflict that
persists to this day. Interfering with commerce in order to protect silence was perfectly
acceptable when it limited barkers, peddlers, or other individuals with little power. But when
it came to manufacturers, factories, or the transporters of goods, the risk of disturbing
commerce outweighed the benefits to the peace. Also, since noise and its treatment in the law
was subjective, anti-noise legislation was often ineffective. Police in urban areas had much
more pressing issues at hand anyway.

However, the idea of “quiet zones” persisted in urban planning. The first zoning laws took
noise into account, designating residential zones in places separate from commerce and
industry. Like noise-abatement laws, zoning was also built on a foundation of inequality. One



of its earliest uses created boundaries separating black and white families, a practice that
persisted even after the Supreme Court struck it down in 1917. Middle-class whites looking
to prevent lower-income nonwhites (and to some extent lower-income whites as well) from
infiltrating their neighborhoods had to come up with a different legal solution.

According to Richard Rothstein, the author of The Color of Law, this was achieved when
zoning ordinances began “to reserve middle-class neighborhoods for single-family homes
that lower-income families of all races could not afford.” That meant keeping apartment
buildings out, a decision that is partly responsible for the extreme housing shortages today in
cities like San Francisco, where the median home price hit $1.5 million in 2017.

In these places, the fight for affordable housing has won advocates for denser development.
But homeowners who profit from rising property values still fight tooth and nail to keep
apartments out of single-family neighborhoods. One of the most common objections to
denser, more affordable housing is that the new apartments would cause too much noise.

Even though the changes to urban geography leaned in their favor, by the mid-century urban
elites and middle classes sought the tranquility of the suburbs—idyllic locales where they
could escape the noise, machines, and crowds. Their flight starved the cities of needed
resources, which only exacerbated urban inequality. Like zoning, the history of the suburbs
(including its promise of peace and quiet) was driven by racism, too. Early suburban
developments like Guilford and Roland Park outside of Baltimore had strict covenants
against issuing mortgages to racial minorities and Jews. While this may seem unrelated to
sound, there is a connection: The branding of racial and religious minorities as “loud” is a
common prejudicial trope and one that is often used to protest building projects. For example,
a 2003 incident in Belfast, Northern Ireland, saw the Ulster Unionists, a nationalist party,
campaign against the construction of a mosque, citing that local residents would be kept
awake by “wailing.”

Today, as suburbanites return to cities, they bring the fight for quiet along with them. To
gentrify a neighborhood also involves quieting it down. The desire for sonic control in and
around the home is prioritized above the social fabric of the city, a practice exemplified by
the targeting of arts and music venues that are cited as being partially responsible for
neighborhood revival in the first place. In her book Beyond Unwanted Sound, Marie
Thompson describes an example from the industrial area of Ouseburn Valley in the United
Kingdom. The region had become a hotbed of music and the arts partly because there were
few residences to disturb. Eventually, several venues closed after repeated run-ins with the
law due to noise complaints. These complaints came not from concerned locals, but from
wealthy newcomers buying into new developments built explicitly to capitalize on the area’s
vibrant nightlife.

The noise that does the most harm doesn’t come from clubs and house parties—the causes of
many garden-variety noise complaints and violations. Ironically, Rice did get something right
in her crusade: Industrial noise poses the worst problem, although individual workers were
not to blame for it, as Rice had also concluded.

The two largest sources of environmental noise are transportation and industrial activity. The
cars for which early noise ordinances helped clear the streets have amplified that noise to a
universal, inescapable level. Industrial areas, often designated for land close to the poorest
nonwhite areas in a city, are even worse.



Industrial operations churn at 80 to 89 decibels, loud enough to do severe damage to hearing
over time. Sounds like crushing stone, excavation, sawing, and boilers and furnaces hover
around 100 to 109 decibels, loud enough to cause hearing loss after 15 minutes of exposure.
To make things worse, many of the homes built near urban industrial zones are older ones,
often built without improvements like insulation and fireproofing that might block noise, or
subfloors that can help isolate its vibrations. Their residents often don’t possess funds to
make repairs that might further reduce its impact.

Air traffic, which can be particularly loud close to major airports, is another factor. As Garret
Keizer notes in his book The Unwanted Sound of Everything We Want, new airports tend to
be built closer to poor communities of color—partly because residents of these areas often
lack the resources to fight back against new development like their white, wealthy
counterparts do. For industry, choosing these sites offers a path of least resistance.

In Baltimore, two loud sounds pervade the city: police sirens (120 decibels) and low-flying
police helicopters (which I measured at 80 to 85 decibels during a recent visit). In low-
income communities, these sounds are almost constant. The relationship between noise laws
and the police reach another level of conflict that speaks to the fundamental problem of
policing the sounds made by individuals. In a city where encounters with police can spell life
or death for people of color, noise complaints are more than a disturbingly antisocial means
of dealing with a neighborly dispute; they can also become weapons of violence in the hands
of the carceral state. If the noise complainers are also the noise punishers, it becomes clear
that the current system of fighting noise is built to trap the most disenfranchised citizens.

To solve the environmental-noise problem, cities and their citizens should learn from the
mistakes of the past. Targeting the noise of individuals is ineffective, antisocial, and fails to
eradicate the noise that really hurts people: environmental noise. Solutions to that problem
must be systemic, requiring a large-scale, collective response across many different targets.

Despite her intentions, Julia Barnett Rice offers a model. She arrived at success only once
she began addressing the marine industry at large. Similar approaches can work today.
Instead of punishing individual transportation workers whose trucks may be too old, a more
comprehensive solution could target the Department of Transportation, with demands to
repave worn roads with the porous asphalt configurations used in Europe to reduce tire noise.
Likewise, any move toward using renewable energy sources will result in a quieter
environment, as coal and oil extraction are extremely noisy labors. At the local and state
level, demanding funding for repairs and improvement to outdated transit infrastructure will
greatly reduce the noise caused by trains, cars, and trucks.

Urban-planning approaches to eliminating noise on a city-by-city basis can be as simple as
taking a single lane away from cars and giving it to bicycles, people, or green space.
Improving, expanding, and properly funding public transit removes cars from the road, both
reducing the sound they produce and replacing it with quieter options like trams and high-
speed light-rail. In architecture, acoustics should play a greater role in all structures, from
mundane apartment buildings to the grandest art museums. Noise control should be a
consideration from the very first planning stage, rather than tacked on as an afterthought.

Many of these methods service ends far broader than reducing noise pollution. They can also
protect the environment, reduce police surveillance, and keep industrial activity at bay.



Tighter environmental regulations on air travel, industrial production, and commercial
products can also help. These efforts, combined with enforceable environmental-noise laws,
offer a remedy for the blight of urban noise.

That might sound simple, but America has tried and failed at it before. In 1972, an entire
department was created within the Environmental Protection Agency to combat
environmental noise, called the Office of Noise Abatement and Control (ONAC). Less than
10 years later, ONAC’s funding was cut by the Reagan administration, effectively ending
federal oversight and enforcement of environmental-noise violations. Today, as similar
environmental protections are being dismantled by Scott Pruitt’s EPA, reestablishing another
ONAC seems unlikely. Absent administrative oversight, Americans seem to have descended
further into aural helplessness. What can anyone do about sirens, airplanes, and freight
trucks?

Instead of taking broad action, people continue to take some small comfort in noise-
abatement laws. Organizations like Noise-Free America still focus on policing the actions of
individuals. Their current campaigns include fighting the evils of leaf blowers and punishing
citizens who drive cars with modified exhaust systems.

Noise is a problem largely unrelated to the moral pursuit of silence, the antisocial issue that
has obsessed city dwellers for over a century. To combat it, urban residents must understand
that noise is first—and worst—produced by those with the most power. That means industry
and infrastructure, not individuals. The only way to save our ears is to start talking to our
neighbors about noise instead of policing them for it. As citizens, we must work for large-
scale changes at the local, state, and national level. That will require building coalitions
between neighborhood organizations, environmental activists, urban planners, city-council
members, unions, teachers, audiologists, architects, and acousticians. In other words, we have
to start making a little bit of noise in order to stop it.
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Dell Technologies founder and CEO Michael Dell was the buyer behind the $100.47 million
purchase of a penthouse on Manhattan’s Billionaire’s Row, according to two people familiar
with the deal. The transaction, which closed in 2014, holds the record for the most expensive
home ever sold in New York City.
 
Located in One57, a more than 1,000-foot-tall glass tower on West 57th Street, the duplex
apartment totals 10,923 square feet with six bedrooms and six bathrooms, according to an
offering plan for the project. Mr. Dell tapped Miró Rivera Architects to spearhead a
renovation of the property, according to Department of Buildings filings. Spanish architect
Juan Miró worked for New York City firm Gwathmey Siegel and Associates Architects in the
1990s, but relocated to Austin, where Mr. Dell has a home. Mr. Miró declined to comment,
citing a non disclosure agreement.
 
Property records show that the contract to buy the unit was first inked in 2012, when the
building was still under construction, and Mr. Dell had purchased the unit via limited liability
company P89-90, LLC. It is the first and only property in the city to break the $100 million
barrier, public records show, but that record is widely expected to be broken by the sale of a
penthouse at a nearby project at 220 Central Park South, which has not yet closed.
 
Spokespersons for both Mr. Dell and for the building’s developer, Extell Development,
declined to comment. Leighton Candler of the Corcoran Group, who represented Mr. Dell in
the transaction, declined to comment. Andrea Riina of Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz, the
attorney who represented Mr. Dell in the deal, did not respond to numerous requests for
comment.
 
Last year, Mr. Dell entered into contract to buy another penthouse in Boston. The property is
in the Four Seasons Private Residences One Dalton Street and had been on the market for
close to $40 million. A limited-liability company controlled by MSD Capital, an investment
vehicle controlled by Mr. Dell and his family, also bought a $10.9 million condo at Boston’s
Millennium Tower in 2016, records show, following a $60 billion deal by his company to
acquire EMC, based in Hopkinton, Mass.
 
Mr. Dell, whose company is said to be considering an initial public offering, also owns a
massive compound on Hawaii’s Kona Coast, dubbed the “Raptor Residence,” according to
public records. He has also owned a home in Austin since the 1990s, property records show.
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With the start of Brooklyn Point, a 68-story mixed-use condominium under construction in
Downtown Brooklyn, the borough’s heated real estate market hit another milestone: It has
Gary Barnett’s attention.
 
Mr. Barnett, the president and founder of Extell Development, is best known for extravagant
skyscrapers in Manhattan, including Central Park Tower, which, should it achieve its goal of
more than $4 billion in sales, will be the city’s highest-grossing residential tower.
 
Now his firm has ambitious goals for Brooklyn Point, its first-ever project in the borough,
albeit on a different scale.
 
“We wanted something substantial enough to bring Extell from Manhattan,” Mr. Barnett said
about choosing the site. “To bring our kind of product” to Brooklyn, he added. The tower
will be the third at City Point, a roughly 1.8 million-square-foot mixed-use complex near
several subway lines and anchored by retailers like Target and Century 21. For a short while,
it might also be the tallest in the borough, rising 720 feet. Another luxury tower, at 9 DeKalb
Avenue, is expected to reach 1,066 feet. Both projects are slated for completion in 2020.
 
Aside from the location, Extell was lured to the site by a subsidy program approved under the
Bloomberg administration. For its investment in the City Point development, Extell received
a 25-year tax abatement, in which the building owes no taxes for the first 20 years, then rises
gradually in the last five years, according to Anthony Hogrebe, a spokesman for the city’s
Economic Development Corporation. As part of the deal, Extell contributed to the creation of
200 affordable housing units nearby.
 
Designed by the architecture firm Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates, the glassy tower will have
retail at its base and 458 luxury condo units, ranging from studios for $837,000 to three-
bedrooms starting at $2.9 million. “That’s what passes as affordable nowadays,” said Mr.
Barnett, noting that the bulk of listings will fall in that range, while the most expensive units
will list for around $4 million.
 
Sales will begin in the spring, said Anna Zarro, Extell’s director of sales and leasing. The
developer anticipates total sales of about $901 million, according to paperwork filed with
New York State.
 
While the tower may not be the tallest in Brooklyn, it will have perhaps the highest rooftop
pool in the city. “That’s sort of how we’ll be known,” said Ms. Zarro, describing the infinity-
edge pool that will overlook the Manhattan skyline. It’s one feature, she said, that will set it
apart from a wave of new towers now rising in the area. Other amenities will include a yoga
studio, a rock climbing wall, an indoor pool and several terraces. Katherine Newman Design



will design the interiors.
 
The project enters a market with record price growth in sales, but growing concern on the
rental side. In the fourth quarter of 2017, the median sale price in Brooklyn was $770,000,
the third-highest price recorded, said Jonathan J. Miller, a New York appraiser. Compared
with the same period from the previous year, the median sale price has risen every quarter for
five years straight, he added, and the trend isn’t likely to change soon. “You can argue that in
certain areas” of Brooklyn, “there is a shortage of condos,” Mr. Miller said.
 
By contrast, the rental market, which accounts for the vast majority of new development in
Brooklyn, has cooled. In January, 47.5 percent of new leases included some form of
concession, such as a period of free rent — a record high, said Mr. Miller, noting that a surge
of supply contributed to the discounts. (In Manhattan, there is a glut of new luxury condo
projects and fewer rental buildings going up.)
 
As one of a number of new condo projects coming to the area, Extell’s tower could set the
tone for the fast-growing market. “It’s a bellwether for Downtown Brooklyn,” said Brendan
Aguayo, a senior vice president with Halstead Property Development Marketing, which is not
involved in the project. He said there are roughly 1,500 new condo units expected by 2019 for
the neighborhood, and the Extell project will test buyers’ willingness to pay top dollar.
 
As of January, there were no apartments listed for more than $3 million, said Garrett
Derderian, director of data and reporting for Stribling & Associates. Extell’s most expensive
units — high-floor apartments that Mr. Barnett said will list for around $4 million — could
come close to record territory. The most expensive sale in the neighborhood was a $4.3
million five-bedroom apartment in 2017, Mr. Derderian said.
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WASHINGTON — State Senator Chris McDaniel, who nearly beat an incumbent senator in
2014, is expected to announce this week that he will challenge Mississippi’s junior United
States senator, Roger Wicker, testing the potency of an anti-establishment message in the
Trump era.
 
After months of speculation about his intentions, Mr. McDaniel said in a Facebook video
Monday night that he would reveal his decision at a hometown rally in Ellisville, Miss., on
Wednesday, the day before the filing period to run in 2018 comes to an end.
 
“We’re looking for a fight, and I can’t wait for you to be on my team again,” he said in the
video.
 
Yet even as Republicans familiar with his planning said that Mr. McDaniel would take on
Mr. Wicker, there is still uncertainty about which of the two Mississippi Senate seats Mr.
McDaniel will ultimately attempt to claim.
 
Mr. McDaniel, 45, a hard-line conservative, nearly unseated Mississippi’s senior senator,
Thad Cochran, four years ago in an extraordinarily bitter, racially tinged primary that exposed
the depth of hostilities between the party’s Tea Party and establishment wings. Mr. Cochran,
now 80, has suffered health challenges, creating expectations in Republican circles that he
would resign and leave the state’s other seat up for grabs.
 
With Mr. Cochran ailing, Mr. McDaniel put off his long-anticipated challenge of Mr. Wicker
and turned his sights to what multiple Mississippians said was his preference: receiving
assurances from Gov. Phil Bryant, a Republican, that the appointment would be his once the
senior senator stepped down.
 
But Mr. Bryant has firmly refused to offer any such guarantee, and when approached by a
reporter at a meeting of the National Governors Association here this weekend, the governor
smiled and said: “I think Senator Cochran is doing a great job.”
 
So with no promise of an appointment, no certainty Mr. Cochran will resign and a filing
deadline looming, Mr. McDaniel has returned to his original plan of challenging Mr. Wicker,
a mild-mannered and establishment-aligned lawmaker.
 
Mr. Wicker, 66, could prove difficult for Mr. McDaniel to defeat. President Trump, stung by
the defeat of Roy S. Moore last year in Alabama, has already conveyed his support to Mr.
Wicker and has little appetite to risk another Senate seat in the Deep South. In fact, Mr.
Trump has wooed Mr. Bryant to appoint himself to Mr. Cochran’s Senate seat, should it come
open, to block Mr. McDaniel and pre-empt a nasty intraparty feud.



 
But Mr. McDaniel is not without assets. He is well known among the state’s conservative
activists thanks to his 2014 run, when he outpolled Mr. Cochran in the first Republican
balloting, and already has a “super PAC” airing radio ads and lining up field staff to help his
campaign.
 
“Mississippi deserves a constitutional conservative who holds the same values as
Mississippians and is a consistent and strong voice for them in Washington, D.C.,” said
Tommy Barnett, the treasurer of the Remember Mississippi super PAC. “We can’t wait to
support a McDaniel run. Bring it on.”
 
The group had raised over $1 million as of late last month, winning support from a few
major Republican donors including the Illinois industrialist Richard Uihlein.
 
To many veteran Mississippi Republicans, though, the specter of yet another bloody
Republican primary, whether against Mr. Wicker or for Mr. Cochran’s seat, is stomach-
turning.
 
Joe Nosef, who was the state party chairman during the 2014 race, is close to Mr. Wicker but
related by marriage to Mr. McDaniel. Noting that he stepped down from his post this past
fall, Mr. Nosef said, “When I think of the things I’m going to miss about being state
chairman, this race, if it happens, isn’t going to rank at the top, middle or bottom of that list.”
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MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. — As Equilibrium Brewery opened for business here on a recent
Saturday morning, fans were already lined up outside for a fresh batch of its hazy-colored
ales.
 
The travelers, who came from Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island,
snapped up as many cans and bottles as they could buy, at $16 a four-pack. After a sip or two
by tailgates, some headed out in search of a meal, their tourist dollars funneled into a
downtown betting on a rebound.
 
“We are having an impact on the community, for sure,” said Ricardo Petroni, a co-owner of
Equilibrium, which opened in 2016 in a former meatpacking plant that had been seized over
nonpayment of taxes. “When we moved here, you could see old scars of bad times,” Mr.
Petroni added, “but you can tell that now, new things are flourishing.”
 
Across the country, in once-bustling manufacturing centers, breweries are giving new fizz to
sleepy commercial districts. If alcohol-based businesses were blamed for a breakdown of
society in the Prohibition era and beyond, breweries are now being seen as a force for good.
 
“The economic ripple effects are definitely there,” said David Barnett, a Chicago-based
senior research analyst for JLL, the commercial brokerage firm. Breweries “create a cool
tourism aspect for out-of-towners, but it’s been good for residents as well.”
 
In 2016, there were 5,301 mom-and-pop beer makers, which are typically known as craft
breweries. That figure rose from 4,548 in 2015, when the country surpassed its historic high-
water mark of 4,131 breweries, set way back in 1873, according to the Brewers Association,
a trade group. (Zero were recorded from 1920 to 1932, during Prohibition.)
 
Although they are small, those breweries pack an economic jolt. In 2016, they contributed
about $68 billion to the national economy, the association said.
 
In recognition of their importance, craft breweries received an unexpected gift in the recent
rewrite of the tax code. The Senate included a provision that lowered the tax rate on beer
produced in the United States, particularly for small breweries. That special treatment comes
on top of generous subsidies from local communities eager to bring business to their
struggling industrial districts.
 
The Northeast, Midwest and West still represent much of the industry, but 36 states doubled
their production of craft beer from 2011 to 2016, according to Mr. Barnett, who last year
wrote “The Craft Beer Guidebook to Real Estate,” a JLL report. “It’s hard to ignore an
industry that has grown this much,” he said.



 
In searching for places to make specialty beverages like sour beers and stouts, breweries
seemed to adhere to a formula. They like early-20th-century buildings with up to 10,000
square feet and lofty ceilings, said Sandy A. Barin, a vice president with the commercial real
estate firm CBRE based in Minneapolis who counts brewers among his clients.
 
Usually renters instead of owners, breweries in Minneapolis typically sign five-year leases
and pay $4.50 a square foot annually, Mr. Barin said, although tenants are usually on the
hook for renovations, even if landlords offer credits for finishes like paint and carpeting. “The
setup is usually pretty expensive,” he said.
 
Breweries also seek up-and-coming locations that are within walking distance of houses and
apartments, according to Mr. Barin, who added that the popular neighborhood in his city is
North Loop, a former manufacturing district that churned out plows and threshers.
 
Over all, breweries, usually with tap rooms, occupy about 624,000 square feet in the
Minneapolis-St. Paul metro region, up from 507,000 square feet in 2016. And in 2017, 11
new breweries opened in that area, according to CBRE, with 11 more expected this year.
 
Offering food broadens breweries’ appeal, making a visit to them into “more of an all-
inclusive night out,” Mr. Barin said.
 
Breweries typically open an adjoining restaurant, but in Minneapolis, they often forge
partnerships with food trucks that park outside. Modist Brewing, which opened in 2016 in a
former North Loop salt factory, has several food trucks to serve hungry customers.
 
Breweries have boomed nationally in the last few years. The industry was on track to post a
growth rate of 5 percent in 2017, based on midyear calculations, said Bart Watson, the
association’s chief economist. “We haven’t seen much of a slowdown,” he said.
 
But in many places, the industry remains highly subsidized, raising questions about whether
breweries can make it on their own, and how long that might take.
 
The building that houses Equilibrium, for instance, was sold to the brewery for $260,000,
with $225,000 of that forgivable if the brewery remained in business for at least five years,
said Mr. Petroni, who along with his partner, Peter Oates, invested $1.4 million to upgrade
the property. Ten people work there today.
 
In addition, Equilibrium benefited from a sales-tax exemption on construction materials and
a short-term reduction in property taxes, among other local incentives. The nearby three-
year-old Clemson Brewing Company, a tall brick former saw-blade factory also seized for
back taxes before its current incarnation, received similar breaks, which Middletown officials
called necessary.
 
“We realized in the 1980s and 1990s that industry wasn’t really coming back to any of these
cities,” said Maria Bruni, the economic development director of Middletown. “Our
community is very supportive because we’ve been staring at these buildings for 20 years and
doing nothing.”
 
Financing from New York State, which under Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has become a major



backer of the brewing industry, seems to also be a key. Equilibrium, for example, has so far
received $204,000 in state grants.
 
Mr. Cuomo, who took office in 2011 and is now in his second term, has also relaxed industry
laws over the years. Brewers can now sell beer by the glass at their plants if their recipes
partly use locally grown products, which many credit for the explosive growth of breweries
in New York.
 
In February, there were 390 craft breweries in New York, according to the state’s Liquor
Authority, up from 97 in 2012. From densely settled Brooklyn to small towns by the
Canadian border, the breweries include the Newburgh Brewing Company, which occupies an
1850s former box factory; Battle Street Brewery, in a former train station in Dansville, near
the Finger Lakes; and Pressure Drop Brewing in Buffalo, in a former barrel factory. The
Binghamton area has also become a hot spot.
 
If residents support incentives, they do not always agree that alcohol will improve a
community, said Chris Andrus, a co-founder of Mitten Brewing Company in Grand Rapids,
Mich.
 
Though breweries are plentiful, none were on the city’s west side, a blue-collar former
furniture-making center, when Mr. Andrus and his partner, Max Trierweiler, sought to open
one in a dormant 1891 firehouse. Neighbors who were worried that another bar would hurt
the struggling area spoke out at zoning meetings, he said.
 
But opponents may have come around since the brewery opened in 2012. Mitten closes
earlier than bars in the area, Mr. Andrus said, “and we attract a lot of families.” The brewery,
which is profitable, seems to have also attracted investment in the neighborhood. Across the
street is a gin distillery, in a former clothing store, and another corner has a barbecue joint, in
a former hamburger stand. Other breweries have also arrived in the area.
 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, property values are also on the rise. Mitten’s 6,000-square-foot
firehouse, which cost $220,000, is worth about $600,000, Mr. Andrus said, which is “largely
because of us.”
 
Whether craft breweries are a fad or will endure may come down to drinkers’ tastes, but
evidence suggests passion for the product is high.
 
On that January day in Middletown, Bob Helligrass and Jaime Loughridge, friends from the
Albany area, sat eating lunch at Tapped, a bistro next to Equilibrium that opened around the
same time.
 
Before buying India pale ales at Equilibrium, the pair had also hit up the two-year-old
Hudson Valley Brewery in Beacon, N.Y., to buy some of its beverages, while also snagging a
meal along the way. “Breweries,” Mr. Helligrass said, “have benefits all down the line.”
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Richard Weinstein, an architect who helped redefine urban planning in New York and Los
Angeles by coupling private profit with public benefit to make cities more livable, died on
Feb. 24 in Santa Monica, Calif. He was 85.
 
The cause was complications of Parkinson’s disease, his son Nikolas said.
 
Recruited to New York City government in the late 1960s by the administration of Mayor
John V. Lindsay, Mr. Weinstein joined several like-minded young colleagues in a new Urban
Design Group within the Department of City Planning.
 
Their goal was to tailor zoning regulations to a neighborhood’s unique form, function and
features rather than impose generic rules by rote.
 
“We are trying to make development responsive to some human purpose,” he told The New
York Times in 1973.
 
Working largely backstage, Mr. Weinstein was instrumental in the creation of special zoning
districts that retained the character of the theater district and the area around the new Lincoln
Center performing arts complex.
 
He also played major roles in the preservation of the United States Custom House in Lower
Manhattan and what became the South Street Seaport.
 
In the 1970s, he helped negotiate the development of Battery Park City on landfill from the
construction site of the World Trade Center. He also conceived a plan for selling air rights
over the Museum of Modern Art in Midtown Manhattan to a private developer to subsidize
the museum’s expansion. The developer built a residential high-rise next door.
 
Mr. Weinstein moved to California in 1985 and became dean of the School of Architecture
and Urban Planning at the University of California, Los Angeles. He held that post until 1995
and was a professor emeritus until 2008.
 
As dean, he incorporated computer technology and robotics into the curriculum. He also
helped select designs for the Walt Disney Concert Hall — Frank Gehry’s was chosen — and
the new Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, designed by José Rafael Moneo.
 
“He was certainly a champion of creating humanity and urbanity,” Mr. Gehry said in a
telephone interview on Thursday.
 
Samuel Richard Weinstein (he was named after his grandfather, an immigrant from Belarus,



but apparently switched his first and middle names) was born on Nov. 30, 1932, in Manhattan
to Herman and Lillian Weinstein. His father was in the garment business.
 
After graduating from the Ethical Culture Fieldston School, he earned a bachelor’s degree in
experimental psychology from Brown University and a master’s in clinical psychology from
Columbia.
 
While administering psychological exams at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, Mr. Weinstein was captivated by several houses in the capital area designed by
Frank Lloyd Wright. He began taking correspondence courses in architecture.
 
He later enrolled in an architecture program at Harvard but found it stifling and transferred to
the University of Pennsylvania, where he received a master’s degree in architecture in 1960.
 
In 1961, he won the Prix de Rome for architecture, and he later worked for the architectural
firms of I. M. Pei and Edward Larabee Barnes.
 
Mr. Weinstein joined the city government after campaigning for Mr. Lindsay in his successful
run for mayor in 1965. His new colleagues included visionaries like Donald H. Elliott, who
became the chairman of the City Planning Commission, and Jaquelin T. Robertson, Jonathan
Barnett and Myles Weintraub, who, along with Mr. Weinstein, became founding members of
the Urban Design Group.
 
As director of the Office of Planning and Development for Lower Manhattan from 1968 to
1974, Mr. Weinstein persuaded David Rockefeller and other downtown bankers to buy air
rights that preserved the buildings that later formed the South Street Seaport, now a popular
tourist attraction.
 
His work in creating special zoning for the Lincoln Square neighborhood around Lincoln
Center and the theater district helped preserve and promote their unique cultural
characteristics and encouraged the construction of more theaters.
 
“In New York, while everyone watches politicians playing politics as usual, the planners and
lawmakers are making a new kind of city possible through a new kind of zoning,” Ada
Louise Huxtable, the architecture critic for The Times, wrote in 1971.
 
In a 1994 interview with the Museum of Modern Art, Mr. Weinstein explained what that new
kind of zoning demanded when a developer wanted to build beyond what regulations
allowed.
 
“We completely stopped the practice of granting variances to developers in exchange for
increased taxes to the city,” he said, “and took the position that public benefits had to be
identified as flowing from the variance.”
 
For example, he said, in the theater district, “if a developer wanted to build a building, he
had to build a theater in it if he wanted the variance.”
 
“As a result of that policy,” he added, “four theaters were built: the Minskoff, the Uris, the
Circle in the Square and the American Place Theater — two experimental theaters and two
Broadway theaters.”



 
When Cass Gilbert’s Beaux-Arts custom house (later renamed the Alexander Hamilton
Custom House) was about to be carved into courtrooms for federal judges, Mr. Weinstein
collaborated with Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan and others to preserve much of the
building’s historic character, including its 1930s murals by Reginald Marsh. He later helped
relocate the Museum of the American Indian there from Upper Manhattan.
 
He was also a consultant to the National Park Service’s Gateway National Recreation Area in
New York Harbor.
 
Mr. Weinstein is survived by his wife, the former Edina Mommaerts; his sons, Nikolas and
Alexandr, from his first marriage, to Sandra Cohen; and two granddaughters.
 
If his influence was enduring, it was also eclectic.
 
When Mr. Weinstein learned that the city’s Department of Transportation was about to apply
a new coat of olive green paint to the Brooklyn Bridge in the early 1970s, he checked with
the Smithsonian Institution to determine the bridge’s original color, from 1883.
 
It was tan and silver.
 
The city has applied that two-tone pattern to the bridge ever since.



From: Clips
To: Clips
Subject: CITY LIMITS: Rezonings Carry Opportunities and Risks for Low-Income Seniors
Date: Friday, March 09, 2018 11:23:25 AM

Rezonings Carry Opportunities and Risks for Low-Income Seniors
CITY LIMITS - Abigail Savitch-Lew
https://citylimits.org/2018/03/09/rezonings-carry-opportunities-and-risks-for-low-income-
seniors/
 
Staten Island resident Dahlia Rivera says she can’t leave her Mitchell Lama apartment
complex, where her rent is restricted, because she wouldn’t be able to afford anywhere else.
It’s frustrating, says the retiree who worked in civil service for 30 years, because she has a
child in Virginia and it’s also a steep climb up a hill to her apartment. Still, she calls herself
lucky: She knows seniors who are forced to live with relatives with whom they don’t get
along, and she’s noticed the older homeless people at the ferry terminal.
 
Unless the city’s proposed Bay Street rezoning comes with affordable housing for seniors and
other low-income Staten Islanders, she says, “They’re going to be pushing out people. You’re
going to have more people living on the street.”
 
Up in the Bronx, Carmen Vega-Rivera, a disabled, retired arts educator and an organizer who
opposes the city’s Jerome Avenue rezoning, is also worried. Once her husband retires, their
income will be slightly above the cut-off for the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption, a
rent-freeze program for low-income seniors, but they face growing medical expenses.
Furthermore, her landlord is undertaking many building-wide renovations, and while Vega-
Rivera is happy to see the elevator repaired, she’s afraid those costs will be permanently
tacked to her rent bill in the form of a Major Capital Improvement rent increase.
 
“I can’t afford an increase on my existing rent, whether it’s directly because of the rezoning,
whether it’s because of Major Capital Improvements or anything else, because that’s going to
put me at a level where I have to make choices to have a roof over my head. Where else do I
cut?” she says.
 
While the city’s significant citywide investments in senior-specific housing are beneficial to
all seniors, it remains to be seen how much housing designated for seniors, and affordable to
seniors, will end up in each rezoning neighborhood, and to what extent it will mitigate any
risk of their displacement.
 
Furthermore, the planning processes in rezoning neighborhood are delivering some additional
services and programs for seniors in disinvested communities, but not always as much as
advocates would like.
 
Then again, rezoning neighborhoods are not the only ones seeking a piece of the city’s
steadily growing, but still small budget for senior services.
 
Heightened risks
 
Some senior citizens worry that, if a rezoning risks exacerbating market pressures, their age
group will be among those most vulnerable to displacement.



 
As City Limits reported in a three-part series on the aging in 2015, New York City’s seniors
face particularly severe challenges when it comes to housing. Six in 10 senior renters are
considered rent burdened, paying more than 30 percent of their income towards rent,
compared to five in 10 in the general population, according to a 2017 report by Comptroller
Scott Stringer.
 
The problem is not just that rents are going up: Those who make up the city’s elderly are
increasingly low-income. While senior poverty decreased in the rest of the country from
1990 to 2015, poverty rates among New York City’s elderly grew from 16.5 percent to 18.1
percent from 1990 to 2015, according to the Department of the Aging’s 2017 Annual Plan
Summary. Minorities make up a growing percentage of New York City’s seniors, and they
are poorer than White seniors, who have an average median income of $47,500 in 2015.
Among Black seniors, the median income was $33,917, while Latino seniors made $17,500,
and Asian $27,500 in 2015.
 
In 2011, the Joint Center for Housing Studies at Harvard University estimated that
nationwide, only 36 percent of income-eligible seniors received the rental assistance they
qualify. As earlier reported by City Limits, a 2016 study by LiveOn found that as many as
200,000 New Yorkers may be on waiting lists for senior housing. And the competition for
affordable senior housing will only increase as the baby boomer generation ages and as more
aging New Yorkers opt to live in an urban environment.
 
On the one hand, rezonings could be seen as an opportunity for seniors to receive the help
they need, especially when it comes to housing. The mayor has twice amped up the number
of units in his housing plan dedicated to seniors. That allotment increased from 10,000 in the
original 2014 housing plan to 15,000 in February 2017 and then to 30,000 last October.
While these units will be spread throughout the city, the rezonings can create opportunities
for the construction or preservation of senior housing in some of those neighborhoods. For
instance, the East Harlem rezoning effort includes the redevelopment of the 111th Street
ballfields with 650 rent-restricted units, of which 79 were designated for seniors.
 
Furthermore, the mayor’s neighborhood rezonings have each come with multi-agency
investments. The neighborhood planning process that take place in conjunction with each
rezoning represents an opportunity for neighborhoods to speak out about what senior services
they need.
 
On the other hand, critics of rezonings have often raised concerns that the mayor’s mandatory
inclusionary housing policy, which requires a portion of new development in rezoning areas
to be affordable, does not require private developers to build housing affordable to people
who only receive Social Security income. There are also concerns that seniors would find
relocation particularly challenging, given the dependency of seniors on local networks of
friends and services and the health impacts of displacement.
 
In the eyes of critics, it is a moral imperative that the city ensures seniors are not displaced
from rezoning areas due to increased market pressure.
 
“They built our infrastructure, led social-justice movements, made major advances in
healthcare and technology and fueled our thriving economy,” says the East Harlem
Neighborhood Plan, which was crafted by residents and organizations that sought to influence



the city’s rezoning process. “Older East Harlem residents are a part of this legacy and are key
to preserving the history and culture of the community.”
 
Policy staff at LiveOn New York, the city’s leading advocacy organization for senior rights,
did not make a pronouncement about whether the rezonings would do more harm than good
for seniors or vice versa, but said that they’ve been working to make sure the concerns of
seniors are heard in rezoning neighborhoods by, for instance, hosting a discussion about
senior issues in the Jerome Avenue rezoning area that included the Department of City
Planning, Councilmember Vanessa Gibson, and community members.
 
“We always want to make sure that policymakers and key decision makers hear that voice,”
says Cianfrani.
 
Numerous citywide housing initiatives
 
Seniors in rezoning neighborhoods will be affected by changes in their own neighborhoods,
but also by the administration’s citywide initiatives to address the senior housing crisis.
 
“Seniors First,” the administration’s expanded senior-housing initiative announced in
October, aims to build or preserve a total of 30,000 such units by 2026 through three new
initiatives: making 15,000 apartments more senior-accessible in buildings the city preserves,
developing 4,000 new senior apartments, and investing in the preservation of 6,000 properties
built with Section 202, the federal program that at one time was responsible for the
construction of much of the city’s senior housing. This is on top of the roughly 5,000 senior
units that the administration had completed by that October.
 
The city’s program for constructing new senior units is the Senior Affordable Rental Program
(SARA), which serves seniors making up to 60 percent of the Area Median Income (AMI), or
$40,080 for a single person. Developers are also allowed to include a tier of units for seniors
making up to $60,120 for a single person, and 30 percent of the units must be reserved for
homeless seniors. Developers that apply for the SARA subsidy are asked to “provide a plan,
budget, and funding source” for senior services, though on-site services are not required and
can vary depending on the project.
 
While the city’s other low-income housing programs do not require units for seniors, they do
encourage developers to include “supportive housing units or to create intergenerational
housing by incorporating senior housing units.” LiveOn NY policy staff say they’ve heard
that developers are catching on and increasing the number of units in such projects for
seniors.
 
In addition, the city says its Zoning for Quality and Affordability text amendment, which
reduced parking requirements and allowed higher buildings for developers who commit to
building senior housing, has helped to spur senior housing development while also fostering
more walkable streets with ground-floor retail that are beneficial for seniors. The city has also
created a new guidebook recommending how building owners can renovate their buildings to
allow aging in place.
 
“We are really pleased with the direction that the mayor has taken, particularly with housing,”
says Cianfrani. “We’re really encouraged and our role is to continue to build relationships
with the city agencies that are going to be building these programs.”



 
Beyond the 30,000 senior units to be built and preserved, the de Blasio administration has
invested in other efforts to protect seniors from displacement. In 2014, the state and city
raised the income eligibility level to $50,000 for the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption
(SCRIE) program (now rebranded “New York City Rent Freeze Program). Since City Limits
last reported on the program in 2015, enrollment rose from about 50,000 out of about
122,000 eligible seniors to 50,524 seniors in 2016 and down to 53,089 seniors in 2017. The
Department of Finance says the fluctuation is to be expected due to deaths and other changes
in living situations.
 
In addition, the city’s Senior Citizen Homeowner’s Exemption program (SCHE) provides
low-income senior homeowners with property tax exemptions. After pressure from the de
Blasio administration and advocates, the state finally raised the household income eligibility
level from $37,399 to $58,400 last summer, which the city estimates will benefit about
32,000 more households. The city has also sought to help seniors who qualify for this
exemption with water bill assistance, and has partnered with the Parodneck Foundation to
launch the Senior Citizen Home Assistance program to fund home repairs. And while the
city’s guarantee of a right to counsel for all low-income tenants in housing court benefits all
tenants regardless of age, senior advocates see it as a particularly vital policy for the elderly.
 
Advocates still see room for improvement. LiveON and the Comptroller’s 2017 report have
also called for the state to set up an “auto-enrollment” system for seniors eligible for SCRIE,
as well as changes to the program to ensure that seniors’ rents are frozen not at the rent at the
time they apply to the program, but at 30 percent of their income.
 
Both LiveON and Councilmember Margaret Chin, who heads the Council’s Committee on
Aging, would like to see the city create a stable funding source for service coordinators in
new senior housing developments; right now it’s left up to senior housing developers to find
a way to support services, whether through other government financing programs or other
avenues.
 
Advocates would also like to see the city provide higher funding levels to the Department of
the Aging (DFTA) to expand a number of existing support services for seniors.
 
While the de Blasio administration increased DFTA’s budget from about $264 million in FY
2014 (the last year of the Bloomberg administration) to about $372 forecast for FY 2018,
LiveOn New York has consistently called for higher levels. DFTA funding made up a
miniscule .4 percent of the FY 2017 budget, though Chin notes that the Council secured a
roughly $23 million increase in baseline funding last year.
 
Visions in rezoning neighborhoods
 
The community districts that overlap with de Blasio’s proposed rezonings vary in their
number of seniors, and generally have a below-average percentage of seniors when
compared to the rest of their populations, according to information culled from the
Department of Aging’s 2017 Profile of Older New Yorkers, which mostly relies on 2011-
2015 census data. Many of the districts, however, are home to some of the city’s most
vulnerable seniors, with high rates of poverty and many who are foreign born.
 
In many of the neighborhoods undergoing a rezoning, community advocates have called on



the city to make investments in the needs of its elderly. Each of the rezoning plans passed so
far do include investments in seniors, though not always all the ones requested—and not
always enough to ameliorate the concerns of some advocates that seniors could be displaced
by exacerbated market pressures.
 
The Coalition for Community Advancement in East New York and Cypress Hills demanded
that the city invest in accessible subways and senior centers as part of its East New York
neighborhood plan. At the time the rezoning passed in April 2016, the city did not commit to
those two asks, but it did agree to help senior homeowners gain access to funding for repairs
through the Senior Citizen Home Assistance Program (SCHAP) as well as home water
assistance. The city’s June 2017 progress report for East New York says that two low-income
seniors received $58,745 through the Senior Citizen Home Assistance Program for a variety
of repairs and that the city had made playground improvements to accommodate East New
York seniors.
 
But the coalition’s Darma Diaz says she is concerned that not enough affordable units are
being created at levels that seniors can afford to rent. She also says that despite increased
attention from the city, senior homeowners are still being swindled and losing their
mortgages. She’d like to see an increased investment in existing senior centers, better SCRIE
outreach and a larger tax break for property owners who rent to seniors with SCRIE. “It
doesn’t matter whether they raise the program [income] qualifications if, A, our seniors don’t
know about it and, B, the property owners [renting to seniors] are close to nonexistent,” she
says.
 
A report released last fall by Center for NYC Neighborhoods described the many challenges
faced by East New York homeowners and especially senior homeowners, including the
challenge of accessing loans—even through the SCHAP program—as well as the prevalence
of predatory brokers who seek to trick seniors to sell for a low price (the city and advocates
are currently trying to stop such activity through the establishment of a cease and desist
zone).
 
In Far Rockaway, when a coalition of advocates requested that the city look at the area for
redevelopment, they called for more senior services throughout downtown. The city’s final
list of investments related to the Downtown Far Rockaway rezoning does not mention seniors
specifically, but does include investments in bus shelters, in a car-sharing pilot program, in
ADA access ramps at the local police precinct, and in other amenities that might benefit
seniors.
 
The East Harlem Neighborhood Plan’s section on “Health and Seniors” recommended
accessibility improvements to parks, priority for seniors for affordable housing,
improvements to the Access-a-Ride system, more bus shelters and sidewalk benches, and
other suggestions. At the time the rezoning passed in November, the city agreed to site more
benches and invest $18.1 million in intergenerational playgrounds. The city also notes that its
efforts to develop affordable housing and protect tenants will help seniors. An environmental
impact statement for the rezoning mentions the local implementation of a citywide program
to help combat senior isolation and highlights that East Harlem already has seven senior
centers as well as an “Innovative Senior Center,” with enhanced resources.
 
David Nocenti of Union Settlement said that, overall, he was impressed by the city’s many
commitments to East Harlem, which cover a range of neighborhood needs, and wasn’t sure it



made sense to singularly analyze only the investment in senior initiatives. The real question
to be answered in time is whether the city fulfills all its commitments, he said.
 
In the case of the Jerome Avenue rezoning, which was approved by the City Council Land
Use Committee this week, the city promised investments in the creation of a senior housing
development on public property within the rezoning area. The city’s draft neighborhood plan
also mentions that its tenant protection initiatives and the SCHAP program can also benefit
seniors. Still, Vega-Rivera, who lives near the Jerome Avenue rezoning, remains skeptical
that the city’s ramped up investments in affordable senior housing are sufficient to protect all
seniors in the area. “It’s like, if there are 100 seniors and you’re saying we’re going to give
housing to 15 of them, where do the other 85 go, how do they survive?”
 
Meanwhile, in Inwood, the next rezoning up for a vote, the city has committed to initiatives
like outreach to promote SCRIE and inform tenants of their rights. A new plan by community
groups called Uptown United calls for a 10 percent senior set-aside in new affordable
housing.
 
In all five of these areas, it’s not yet clear exactly how many units created as a result of the
rezoning will end being designated specifically for seniors—or how many will end up being
affordable to the many seniors who live below the poverty line in these neighborhoods. Apart
from the rezoning, the Department of Housing Preservation and Development from 2014
through 2017 has financed 258 senior units in Brooklyn Community District 5 (where the
East New York rezoning took place), 154 senior units in Queens Community District 14,
(which contains the Downtown Far Rockaway rezoning), 242 senior units in Manhattan
Community District 11 (East Harlem), 62 senior units in Bronx Community Districts 4 and 5
(Jerome Avenue) and none in Manhattan Community Board 12 (Inwood).
 
Needs extend beyond rezoning neighborhoods
 
Of course, it’s not only rezoning neighborhoods where seniors are seeking more services and
senior-targeted housing. Nuanced conversations are necessary to understand what areas
should be prioritized for the limited funding of DFTA and other agencies.
 
Take Flushing, in Queens Community District 7, where a rezoning under consideration was
dropped. That community district actually has a large number of seniors, and during the
rezoning discussion, community advocates with the Flushing Community Rezoning Alliance
demanded more senior centers and better SCRIE outreach.
 
In Chinatown/Lower East Side, where there are also a large number of seniors, developing
under the existing zoning is the cause for concern. Advocates are worried about the impact of
private development on seniors who live by the Lower East Side waterfront, with one
developer planning to construct a skyscraper on top of an existing, 10-story senior building.
The De Blasio administration has long rejected the Chinatown Working Group’s rezoning
plan, which would have covered a large area and prevented skyscrapers along the waterfront,
though it has agreed to work with the community board for a limited study of Chinatown
(though no progress has yet been made on that study).
 
According to Paula Segal, an attorney at the Urban Justice Center Community Development
Project, it remains unclear how many seniors will have to be relocated during the
construction of the skyscraper—the developers said last year that 10 units would be



permanently displaced and nine vacated temporarily—or how the seniors will be impacted by
neighborhood changes as new, wealthier residents move in to the area.
 
The relocation plan for the seniors requires HUD approval. The developer also needs certain
zoning modifications that are contingent upon the City Planning Commission’s approval.
 
Chin says she’s also concerned for these tenants and the fact that they recently lost their
supermarket due to the development of the nearby Extell tower. In addition, she says that any
future planning for Chinatown needs to take into account the many seniors who live in five-
story walk-ups and want to age in place by constructing more senior housing and senior
centers.
 
It’s true that rich or poor, all New Yorkers generally need new types of services as they age,
and in some middle-income or affluent neighborhoods there are many seniors but a lack of
senior services. The 2017 report by Comptroller Stringer highlights the mismatch between
areas with the most seniors and areas with the most services, noting, for instance, that three
eastern Queens neighborhoods and southern Staten Island each have “relatively large senior
populations but few senior centers.” None of those neighborhoods include rezonings, and
with the exclusion of Bensonhurst, all those neighborhoods all have below-average levels of
senior poverty.
 
The Comptroller’s report does call for the expansion of particular senior initiatives in three
neighborhoods with larger senior populations where rezonings are also under discussion,
arguing that Staten Island District 1 (which overlaps with the proposed Bay Street rezoning)
should be included in the Safe Streets for Seniors program, and Manhattan Community
District 3 (Chinatown/Lower East Side), and Manhattan Community District 12 (Inwood)
should be included in the Age-Friendly Neighborhoods Program, a community-based
planning effort that engages seniors to come up with an action plan for how to improve
services in their area.
 
When it comes to where to prioritize outreach to get seniors to sign up for the SCRIE
program, the Department of Finance says its focusing on neighborhoods where in 2014 it
found the highest number of eligible seniors not using the program. Among the top ten
neighborhoods they are targeting there is one, Highbridge/Concourse that overlaps with a
rezoning (Jerome Avenue). But according to LiveOn’s 2015 analysis of under-enrollment of
eligible seniors in SCRIE East New York, East Harlem, the North Shore of Staten Island,
also had very high percentages—over 71 percent—of eligible seniors not enrolled.
 
The comptroller’s office says the point is not that there must be a proportional number of
senior amenities to seniors, but rather than the city has “not clearly articulated how they plan
to respond to the changing demographics of the City on a neighborhood-by-neighborhood
basis or undertaken an analysis of the resources needed to better serve an older population.”
 
A few months after the release of Stringer’s report, the city’s Age Friendly NYC initiative, a
decade-long effort launched by the mayor’s office, the City Council and the New York
Academy of Medicine in 2007, released a new report including 86 initiatives, some old and
some new, aimed at expand the city’s services for seniors. One of those initiatives seemed to
acknowledge the Comptroller’s concerns: the city will work with partners to create an
interactive map that will “facilitate more informed planning and more equitable and localized
deployment of resources for older people.”
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Jared Kushner’s family company recently began construction on an oceanfront development
in this Jersey Shore city, a project that has the strong backing of local officials, who agreed to
support it with $20 million in bonds.
 
But unknown to Long Branch officials, the Kushners have been in talks to team up with
another family-run company that has an even bigger presence in the White House: the Trump
Organization.
 
The Kushners are in private discussions to have President Trump’s company manage at least
one hotel at the center of the development known as Pier Village, according to people briefed
on the previously unreported talks. The Kushner Companies and the Trump Organization
have signed a letter of intent, though no deal is final and the Kushners are not required to
inform city officials.
 
The long-running talks blur the line between family, business and politics in ways that lack
precedent: Both Mr. Trump and Mr. Kushner, the president’s senior adviser and son-in-law,
retain financial interests in their family businesses. The Trump Organization’s outside ethics
adviser has raised questions about a potential deal — one reason the two-year-long
discussions have not been completed.
 
The talks are underway as the White House role of Mr. Kushner has become increasingly
strained because of his business dealings. Mr. Kushner lost his top-secret security clearance
last month, in part because of worries that foreign governments might try to gain influence by
doing business with him.
 
While Mr. Kushner has sold some holdings in Kushner Companies, he has held on to a
majority of his stake, including an ownership interest in the recent $283 million expansion of
Pier Village. Mr. Trump has handed over management of his company to his two oldest sons,
but the president continues to own it.
 
“The concern is that the president might not want to do anything that would upset the
Kushner family agreement to do business with his company,” said Marilyn L. Glynn, who
served as general counsel in the Office of Government Ethics during Republican and
Democratic administrations, when told by The New York Times about the Trump-Kushner
talks.
 
The White House declined to comment. Both companies on Friday confirmed their
discussions about the hotel in Pier Village, while dismissing ethics concerns.
 
The plans under discussion in Long Branch have called for the Kushners to own the hotel and



make payments to the Trump Organization to run it. The bonds issued by the city, part of a
broader renewal effort, are not earmarked for the hotel, but they will support public
infrastructure around Pier Village, and in turn help the hotel and nearby properties succeed.
 
Last year, in another previously unreported endeavor involving the two family businesses, the
Trump Organization began managing a Kushner-owned hotel in Livingston, N.J., people
briefed on the matter said. That property, the Westminster Hotel, is believed to be the only
hotel that the Trumps manage but do not brand.
 
The behind-the-scenes activity signals a deepening of the Trump-Kushner business
relationship, which until recently appeared to be limited to a single residential project in
Jersey City. It also poses potential ethical headaches for the White House, Ms. Glynn and
other legal experts say.
 
Deals between the two families, said Ms. Glynn, who also served as acting director of the
ethics office for part of George W. Bush’s presidency, do not inherently violate any ethics
rule. But, weighing whether new financial entanglements posed more of a problem than
existing family ones, she added, “I think the financial concerns trump the familial ones, so to
speak.”
 
Walter M. Shaub Jr., who led the ethics office under President Barack Obama and is a
frequent critic of Mr. Trump, said: “If a subordinate is your son-in-law, maybe you like
them, but once you have entangled business interests, they’ve got leverage over you. Blood is
not thicker than money for a lot of people.”
 
In a statement, the Kushner Companies said the Trumps “have zero equity of any type in our
properties or businesses.” In Long Branch, the statement said, “we are contemplating a third-
party operator agreement with their hotel management division at market rate.” Noting that it
did not specialize in the hospitality industry, the company said it had “a business obligation
to seek the most capable resource.”
 
In an interview, Eric Danziger, the head of Trump Hotels, disputed that teaming up with the
Kushners might pose a conflict.
 
“This is a straight-up business deal,” he said. “If there were something out of the ordinary
about the deal, then I think that question is fair,” he said, but “we do market transactions that
are reviewed and checked.”
 
Mr. Danziger said that Bobby Burchfield, the Trump Organization’s outside ethics adviser,
had asked about the financing involved in a potential Long Branch deal with the Kushners.
Mr. Burchfield, who scrutinizes how the Trump Organization’s partners finance deals, among
other things, often requires more information before approving a deal.
 
Whether or not the Trumps and Kushners reach a deal, Mr. Kushner stands to gain. He is
expected to eventually own 20 percent of the hotel in Pier Village, according to documents
obtained through a public records request. And he was personally involved in the project
early in the presidential campaign. In documents provided to Long Branch, the Kushner
Companies stated that Mr. Kushner “is strictly a passive investor.”
 
He also retains a stake in a Kushner residential tower in Jersey City that bears the Trump



name.
 
In Livingston, Mr. Kushner has divested from the Westminster Hotel, a three-story property
overlooking strip malls. While it is unusual for the Trumps to manage hotels that do not carry
one of their brands, Mr. Danziger said he was discussing similar deals with other companies
as a way to expand the business under the “right circumstances.”
 
“An owner wants to know they can depend on and rely on the operator, and we have a lot of
credibility as operators,” he said.
 
The growing relationship between the families could be helpful to the Trumps, as the ethical
restraints they voluntarily adopted after the election have proved to be a hindrance to new
business. The Trump Organization, which agreed not to start any new foreign projects during
the presidency, has yet to open a new hotel in the United States since Mr. Trump took office.
 
While Mr. Danziger said the pipeline of potential deals was “still very active,” the company
has also shown some signs of scaling back: Since the election, the Trump name has been
removed from properties in Manhattan, Toronto and Panama.
 
A pairing with the Kushners could bring other complications. If the Trumps manage a
Kushner property that received foreign or domestic government funding, it could test the
Constitution’s emoluments clauses, which essentially prohibit the president from accepting
certain gifts from foreign or domestic governments. Some legal experts argue that local
bonds like the ones issued in Long Branch could brush against the domestic clause.
 
The Kushners, who co-own the development with Extell Development, a New York real
estate firm, said they would not accept money from foreign governments.
 
The firm, however, has a history of seeking cash from investors with strong connections to
foreign governments, including Anbang, an insurance company in China.
 
The Kushners also have a history of teaming up with Israeli investors, which is ethically
thorny for Mr. Kushner, whose central responsibilities in the White House include handling
Middle East policy. Extell’s bonds have traded on the Tel Aviv stock exchange.
 
The Kushners also used money from Chinese investors to finance the construction of Trump
Bay Street, the residential tower in Jersey City. The Chinese money came through the so-
called EB-5 program, which offers visas to foreigners in exchange for $500,000 investments
in real estate projects. Federal prosecutors have been investigating the Kushner businesses’
use of the program, though the company has said it no longer pursues this type of funding
and “did nothing improper.”
 
In addition, investigators working for Robert S. Mueller III, the special counsel looking into
Russian interference in the 2016 election, have asked questions about Mr. Kushner’s
interactions with foreign businesspeople, according to a person with knowledge of the matter.
 
In Long Branch, the Kushners are moving ahead with building the hotel in Pier Village and
may add more hotels in the area.
 
The talks with the Trumps have focused largely on the Pier Village property under



construction, which might carry the Scion brand, a new line of four-star hotels the Trumps
announced in 2016. The Kushner Companies, however, said on Friday that it planned only to
have the Trumps manage the hotel.
 
The hotel construction is part of the latest phase of a decades-long effort to remake the Long
Branch waterfront after a fire destroyed the boardwalk in 1987 and contributed to a
downward spiral.
 
Mayor Adam Schneider and local business leaders spearheaded a redevelopment plan in the
1990s that gave rise to Pier Village. The effort increased the city’s annual beachfront revenue
from $200,000 in the early 1990s to more than $2 million in 2017, the mayor said.
 
The Kushners have long owned an oceanfront house in an exclusive section of town, and in
2014, they teamed up with Extell to buy Pier Village.
 
With the purchase, the Kushners took over the part of Pier Village that already had a row of
restaurants and shops, as well as a vacant strip of land that will eventually feature luxury
residential condominiums, retail stores and the hotel.
 
Mr. Kushner was involved in planning the project. He was copied on emails with city
officials, and the mayor recalls meeting with him twice.
 
Mr. Kushner assumed a role in the White House, but his sister, Nicole Meyer, and his father,
Charles Kushner, continued to work on the effort, including discussions with officials about
the bonds.
 
In September, the City Council unanimously approved the bonds to help close a “funding
gap.” The city will borrow the money to reimburse Kushner Companies and Extell for
approved costs that arise from building public improvements such as a boardwalk, public
restrooms and a children’s play area.
 
Mr. Schneider said that the arrangement would not cause a tax increase, and that the city had
struck a better deal with the Kushners and Extell than with the previous owners of Pier
Village.
 
The city expects to more than recoup its investment by collecting an annual service charge
and other payments that the Kushners and Extell pay in lieu of certain taxes. And the city
said it had obtained a personal guarantee from Charles Kushner.
 
“It’s actually a very lucrative deal to municipalities,” Mr. Schneider said.
 
A week after the city approved the bonds, emails show, Ms. Meyer invited local officials to
lunch at the Beach House restaurant at Pier Village. “Please let us know if you would like to
join,” the invitation said, “and thank you for all your support and efforts!”
 
When informed by reporters that the Trump Organization might ultimately be involved in a
hotel in his town, Mr. Schneider, a Democrat first elected in 1990, sighed and expressed
concern.
 
But he added: “Our success is that we have a hotel that’s doing a great volume of business



that’s creating jobs and economic vitality. It can be achieved no matter what name is on any
building.”
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From a penthouse apartment in the Hub, a new 610-foot rental tower in Downtown Brooklyn
that is — for now — the borough’s tallest, its developer groused about timing.
 
“Not early enough,” said Doug Steiner on a recent tour, lamenting his firm’s belated decision
to add a rooftop lounge that is still under construction. It seemed an odd quibble for a
building that has nearly an acre of finished amenities, including a 75-foot indoor pool, a
home theater, cabanas for outdoor grilling and a dog run. About 65 percent of its 600 market-
rate units have leased since last spring, he said.
 
But one need only look beyond the apartment’s floor-to-ceiling windows to glimpse at Mr.
Steiner’s competition. A construction crew nearby is building Brooklyn’s next-tallest tower,
a 720-footer by the Manhattan developer Extell, which will have a rooftop pool with
stunning views. A few blocks over, the developer JDS is laying the groundwork for
Brooklyn’s first super-tall skyscraper, a residential tower expected to reach 1,066 feet. Both
are aiming for completion in 2020.
 
“It’s impossible to know where the market will be when we finish,” said Mr. Steiner, who
decided to add the rooftop lounge halfway through the four-year build. “We want to have
everything that everybody else has, and more.”
 
Uncertainty hangs over the roughly 28,400 rental units expected to be built in Brooklyn over
the next several years — about a thousand more than all the units built in the past decade,
according to Nancy Packes Data Services, a real estate consultancy. Faced with falling
prices, developers are offering concessions like a month or more of free rent, discounted
broker fees and even free parking for a record share of apartments.
 
While there is still high demand for housing in the borough, New York’s most populous, a
rising vacancy rate for the most expensive units undercuts the tremendous growth seen over
the past decade. At the lower end, affordable housing lotteries, for the few thousand
apartments made available below market rate through the new development, often draw tens
of thousands of applicants per project.
 
Sensing the shift, some developers are pushing farther into the borough, with condo and
rental projects that test local price records. Is Brooklyn’s moment over? Not likely — but
developers are watching the clock.
 
The rental market, which makes up roughly three-fourths of the borough’s housing, peaked in
2014, when units leased for a median $2,936 a month, according to a Douglas Elliman Real
Estate report. The median rent has since fallen more than 10 percent, to $2,632 in February,
as existing units vied with new competition. To grease the skids, developers have ramped up



their marketing, often offering concessions to fill units quickly, said Jonathan J. Miller, an
appraiser who prepared the report.
 
Developers’ reliance on concessions “is probably the worst-kept secret in the rental market,”
said Mr. Miller, who found that 47.5 percent of Brooklyn rentals offered some form of
sweetener in February, a record high. In the same period last year, just 15.7 percent had
concessions. On average, renters received the equivalent of 1.4 months of free rent, with most
of the concessions on one-year leases, Mr. Miller said.
 
The incentives were most common in three of the borough’s most expensive neighborhoods
— Dumbo, Downtown Brooklyn and Fort Greene — each of which offered concessions on
more than 80 percent of known leases in January. The analysis doesn’t capture the whole
market, Mr. Miller said, because unlike sales, leases are not public record and developers are
motivated to keep their numbers close to the vest.
 
“Developers want to maintain their listing prices, and then futz with the numbers behind the
scenes,” said Paul Johansen, an associate broker with CORE Real Estate. “A couple years
ago, there were no concessions whatsoever.”
 
That hasn’t deterred builders from moving forward with thousands of new units, most of
them geared toward the luxury market. In 2017, more than 5,700 rentals hit the market — the
most units in a year since 2008, said Nancy Packes, the real estate consultant. And the future
pipeline shows no signs of slowing: About 6,100 units are expected this year, followed by
almost 9,600 in 2019.
 
Ms. Packes, whose clients include Brooklyn developers, said the surge in supply is cyclic,
with the glut clearing out by 2019 or 2020. “They’re looking at the trees, not the forest,” she
said about growth skeptics, noting that demand remains strong, fueled by a strong job market
and population growth.
 
For renters accustomed to Manhattan prices, Brooklyn can still seem like a relative bargain.
After concessions, the median rent price in Manhattan was $3,168 in February, Mr. Miller
said; in Brooklyn, it was $2,632.
 
Eileen Norton, 28, who works for IBM’s Watson Health division, is in a two-year lease at the
Hub for a one-bedroom apartment, where she lives with her boyfriend Kevin Gallagher, 29,
an accountant. The couple effectively pays around $3,350 a month, after calculating the two
free months of rent. (Smaller one-beds started at $3,000.) They also received five months of
free amenities — including the pool and gym — that typically cost $75 a month, per person.
Almost 90 percent of the Hub’s market-rate apartments are studios or one-bedrooms and
seem geared toward young professionals, which could explain why the children’s playroom
was impeccably clean, and empty, on a recent tour.
 
In Manhattan, where she lived for five years on the Lower East Side, “I could barely find a
one-bed in the same price range, with amenities that could compete,” she said. Her new
rental has a washer/dryer, expansive city views and welcome perks, she said: “It’s my first
apartment in New York with an actual coat closet, which is amazing.”
 
In spite of high demand for Brooklyn housing, the new supply remains heavily skewed
toward luxury apartments. Overall, New York City had a rental vacancy rate of 3.63 percent,



which qualifies as a housing shortage, according to the city’s latest Housing and Vacancy
Survey. New York has remained below 5 percent rental vacancy since at least World War II,
said Moses Gates, the director of community planning and design for Regional Plan
Association, a nonprofit research and advocacy group.
 
But in the luxury segment, apartments priced at $2,500 or more had a vacancy rate of 8.74
percent, which was “at or approaching” a record high, Mr. Gates said. While the full survey,
including a breakdown of Brooklyn vacancy rates, will not be released until summer, there
already are signs of a shift at the top of the market, he said.
 
“We’re at or close to an inflection point, same as we were in 2007,” he said, referring to the
recession, when luxury prices flattened and high-end development stalled.
 
Still, Brooklyn is sprawling, and some developers are testing markets farther afield. In South
Williamsburg, the former 11-acre Domino Sugar refinery site includes 325 Kent, where more
than half of the 522 units have been leased since last summer. The waterfront development is
about a 15-minute walk to the nearest subway; the copper-and-zinc structure with a hollow
doughnut core, developed by Two Trees Management and designed by SHoP Architects, has
studios for $2,620 up to two-bedrooms starting at $5,520. (A leasing fact sheet on the
premises recently offered a reduced rent, based on two months free for a 14-month lease.)
 
Pablo Marvel, 25, a co-founder of Nova Concepts, a real-estate marketing and tech firm that
uses drone photography, moved into a studio apartment in the project in September. “I still
feel like people think Manhattan is the epicenter of New York, which is simply not true,” he
said. While his office is in the nearby Brooklyn Navy Yard, he said he uses the building’s
waterfront common areas, complete with Ping-Pong and pool tables, as a satellite office.
Kate Treen, a spokeswoman for the project, said about 40 percent of residents work from
home.
 
To entice renters, the building also offered six to 12 months of free parking, which typically
costs $350 a month, and will begin shuttle service to the nearest subways. (L train service
will end for more than a year beginning in 2019.)
 
In Red Hook, a neighborhood along the East River that lacks direct subway access, the
developer Sanba has built a 22-townhouse complex of four-bedroom homes ranging in price
from $2.95 million to $3.41 million. After a year and a half, the development, called King
and Sullivan, has three remaining houses for sale, asking more than $1,100 a square foot, a
record for the neighborhood, said Mr. Johansen, the CORE agent who is selling there.
 
Maryanne Butler, 42, and her husband Murray, 47, who both work for Framestore, a visual-
effects company, bought one of the houses last year, after living in Cobble Hill, a more
central Brooklyn neighborhood, for nine years. “We wanted something more suburban,” she
said. The couple’s roughly 2,800-square-foot home is a short walk to the recently opened
NYC Ferry service that connects to Manhattan and Queens.
 
Brooklyn sales, unlike rentals, continue to climb in price, albeit at a slower pace than in years
past. In the last quarter of 2017, the median sales price rose to $770,000, up 2.7 percent from
a year earlier, the third highest price ever recorded in the borough, according to a Douglas
Elliman report, in part because inventory has been tight.
 



While there is a surfeit of luxury condos in Manhattan, the for-sale market in Brooklyn still
has room to grow in several neighborhoods, Mr. Miller, the appraiser, said.
 
To address the affordable housing shortage, the city has committed to preserving and creating
300,000 affordable apartments by 2026. But providing tax breaks to luxury developers to
have them build a percentage of below market rate units may not be the most effective
approach, critics say.
 
“When you talk about affordable housing, one of the questions is: affordable to whom?” said
Bernell K. Grier, the executive director of IMPACCT Brooklyn, which helps place applicants
in the city’s affordable housing lottery. While Brooklyn developers can receive tax breaks to
reserve about 20 to 30 percent of their units for below market rate renters, the resulting mix
of units can still be unaffordable to long-term residents. For instance, at one upcoming
project in Clinton Hill, the “affordable” units are reserved for tenants making 130 percent of
the area median income, which for a two-bedroom apartment could cost more than $2,700 a
month.
 
Despite the intense demand for affordable housing, filling the units is not always easy. At 535
Carlton, more than 90,000 applications were filed for the 300-unit below market rate rental
building, said Ismene Speliotis, the head of MHANY Management Inc., which handles the
lottery. While the building included studios priced at $548 a month for New Yorkers making
as little as $20,126 a year, half the units were reserved for those making between 145 and
160 percent of median area income. Those units, including a two-bedroom asking $3,223 a
month, have struggled to find renters, she said, because they are competing with similarly
priced market-rate apartments in the Pacific Park area that don’t require as thorough or as
invasive a vetting process.
 
For Dawn Trautman, a 45-year-old actor, finding an affordable apartment through the lottery
took five years of searching and applications to about 40 buildings. She first entered the
lottery in 2012; two years later she was considered for an apartment in Midtown Manhattan,
but because she had difficulty verifying her income, she was disqualified.
 
Late last year, she was chosen for an opening at the Hub After providing three years of
income verification and notarized letters from seven previous employers, she qualified for a
17th-floor one-bedroom with a washer/dryer and the same expansive views afforded to
market-rate tenants. Her apartment, reserved for tenants making 60 percent of the area
median income, costs $895 a month, while similar market-rate units start at $3,000 a month.
 
Ms. Trautman, who moved into the space in February, said this will be her first permanent
home in New York since 2008. For years, she has stayed with friends or subletted apartments
while pursuing acting and other work outside the city. “It still feels like I’m house sitting,”
she said by phone, while wrapping up a job in Atlanta.
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Last Wednesday, city planners returned to the East Harlem community board to give their
first update since the City Council’s passage of the East Harlem rezoning last November.
 
The mood in the room at the Land Use Committee meeting may have been less jittery than
last spring, when, in halls flooded with protestors, the full board was racing against the clock
to make a decision about whether to support the De Blasio administration’s proposed
rezoning plan. At the least, there were some jokes this time around: “Y’all have my e-mail,
my number, I’m not giving you my home address,” said Calvin Brown of the Department of
City Planning (DCP).
 
Yet strong disagreements and concerns remain about the plan that ultimately passed, which
was a modified version of the city’s proposal accompanied by what City Hall calculates to be
$178 million in neighborhood investment.
 
The neighborhood rezoning—the de Blasio administration’s third to be approved—increased
the allowable residential and commercial development on several neighborhood corridors,
with a portion of that development required to be income-targeted under the city’s mandatory
inclusionary housing policy.
 
Throughout the planning process prior to the rezoning’s approval, the community was deeply
divided. Some, including the community board and Borough President Gale Brewer, pushed
to make the city’s plan more like the East Harlem Neighborhood Plan, a proposal for a more
modest rezoning and comprehensive set of neighborhood initiatives crafted by a steering
committee of stakeholders appointed by local councilmember Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito. Ultimately, those advocates gave City Limits differing impressions of the final plan
negotiated by Mark-Viverito and the City Council: some felt the Council had done fairly
well, while others felt the Council had failed to attain many of their asks.
 
Then there were the advocates who always believed any rezoning would cause gentrification
and displacement and who remain adamantly opposed.
 
What these advocates are doing now also varies: Some opponents are suing the city with the
help of the Legal Aid Society, which had already launched a court case with Crown Heights
residents to stop the Bedford Union Armory redevelopment. Others are focused on continued
advocacy to make the plan better, or on holding the city accountable to its promises.
 
Reviewing the revised plan
 
At the committee meeting, DCP’s Brown and staff from the Department of Housing
Preservation and Development (HPD) provided an overview of the final deal reached



between the Council and the de Blasio administration. The Council was able to scale back the
allowable density proposed by the city and lower height limits on future development, though
still allowing more density on Third Avenue than originally included in the East Harlem
Neighborhood Plan. DCP has also committed to a few follow-up tasks, such as reviewing
parking requirements in the neighborhood and introducing amendments to restrict building
heights in certain areas that were left without a height limit.
 
The Council also secured a variety of neighborhood investments, from $50 million for repairs
at NYCHA developments in the area, to investments in a waterfront esplanade, to the
creation of a new Workforce1 center in East Harlem. HPD also updated its housing plan for
East Harlem with several new initiatives, each with its own implementation timeline.
 
For instance, East Harlem will be one of the focus areas for the pilot “certificate of no
harassment” pilot, which will require landlords seeking to renovate or develop their
properties to prove they have not harassed tenants. That program is set to launch in
September 2018.
 
East Harlem is also one of the areas targeted for the city’s new Landlord Ambassador pilot,
which funds community organization to reach out to small landlords and provide them with
information about HPD’s affordability programs. The Mutual Housing Association of New
York (MHANY) began providing these services late last year and will continue through the
end of FY 2019, and has begun by targeting property owners who have outstanding tax liens
in the neighborhood.
 
HPD also focused on East Harlem for “block sweeps,” or surveys of all the properties on a
block where a distressed property had been identified. Between August 2016 and July 2017,
HPD visited 426 buildings, and referred about 20 buildings for “further action, including full-
building inspection, litigation, and/or continued monitoring.” That effort in East Harlem is
now over, but “HPD will continue to accept building referrals from East Harlem community
groups and survey buildings as needed.”
 
The city has also newly committed to developing more publicly owned parcels of land with
affordable housing. And when selecting developers for projects citywide, HPD now has a
preference for developers who have demonstrated a track record of investing in community
and economic development and to those who make meaningful community engagement part
of their development plan. The agency also now gives equal weight to developers who have
significant housing rehabilitation experience. Those changes would appear to give a leg up to
nonprofit and locally based developers, who have complained of being shut out of the
mayor’s housing initiatives.
 
Brown emphasized the city’s commitment to transparency going forward, noting that a list of
the city’s commitments to East Harlem had been posted within 30 days of the rezoning’s
approval. He handed out a list of those commitments in a spreadsheet referred to as a
“commitments tracker,” with columns indicating timeline and funding, that will be updated
annually. The city will also issue an annual progress report, as was done for East New York,
the first de Blasio rezoning, last June. In the coming months, other city agencies will visit
Community Board 11 to present updates on their investments in the neighborhood, Brown
said.
 
Board still has concerns



 
Last June, Community Board 11 voted against the East Harlem rezoning but said they would
be able to accept a more modest rezoning under certain conditions, including that 20 percent
of new residential units are made available to households making less than $25,770 for a
family of three and 30 percent are for families making between $25,770 and $103,080. Many
others said the board should have simply rejected a rezoning altogether.
 
At the recent committee meeting, board members still expressed concerns that the rezoning
and accompanying HPD investments would not create enough housing affordable to residents
making lower incomes, including people making less than $10,000 a year.
 
“We really need to help these individuals because they’re the ones who are living in the
shelters,” said Land Use Committee Chair Candy Vives-Vasquez.
 
The concern was echoed by Board Chair Nilsa Orama, who, in her work helping residents
apply for affordable housing often engages with NYCHA residents who seek to leave their
deteriorating apartments. “When they apply, they don’t make enough because they’re on
disability or retirement,” she said, adding that while she understood developing housing for
middle-income people is important too, the city needed to make it more attractive to
developers to build apartments for the lowest income bands, as well as invest more in
NYCHA. “This is not a victory; this is a beginning,” she said.
 
According to HPD, over the past four years, 15 percent of the units built or preserved in East
Harlem have targeted households making below $25,770 for a family of three. Some
upcoming projects on public land will have more units for such families.
 
A board member objected to the fact that there was, in fact, no information provided about
funding for the majority of the initiatives in the tracker (these initiatives were labelled with a
mysterious “N/A”), while another expressed concerns that the city was counting citywide
initiatives that would have happened with or without a rezoning. “We should be getting
something out of it beyond the fact that it’s already a citywide initiative,” said Marie
Winfield.
 
Questions were also raised about how the city would ensure local residents were prioritized
for new income-targeted units if the city lost the fair housing lawsuit over its community
preference policy, and about whether the city was investing sufficiently in construction safety
training for local residents.
 
Orama, who ran against prior board chair Diane Collier last year and assumed the position
this January, says that the board may begin a discussion about the best use for public sites in
the neighborhood so that it can be prepared with its own demands if the city starts its own
visioning process for those sites. In addition, Orama intends to improving the board’s
community engagement through strategies such as translating the board’s documents into
Spanish, holding meetings in a variety of places, and attending activities to inform residents
about the board. This addresses a concern often heard during the rezoning planning process:
that not enough community members knew about the rezoning or the board’s role in the
approval process.
 
And even though the rezoning is now passed, that doesn’t mean the board’s role shaping land
use patterns is over. Wednesday’s land use committee meeting also included a lively



discussion about whether or not to support a local property owner’s bid to build a two-story
auto-repair shop on land zoned for industrial uses and that the board has long wished to
rezone for residential uses. It quickly became a debate about how to meet competing
priorities like job creation, on the one hand, and quality of life, on the other.
 
Differing reactions from East Harlem Neighborhood Plan members
 
Community Voices Heard, a member-led community organization that fights for low-income
residents and people of color and was a key participant in the East Harlem Neighborhood
Planning process, has not made public statements about the rezoning since its passage.
 
“We haven’t come out [with] ‘this is the worst thing in the world’ and we haven’t come out
dancing in the street, because there’s a lot of wait and see. … We’re focused on enforcement
to ensure, while we would have wanted a lot more, that what is there is actually enforced,”
says Community Voices Heard’s executive director Afua Atta-Mensah.
 
Member Agnes Rivera says that not enough of the East Harlem Neighborhood Plan’s
demands were taken into account. “Why make it seem that you’re really interested in our
point of view, in our plan…and then not even take in into consideration, not even implement
a quarter of it?” says Rivera.
 
Their main concern is that the rezoning passed will fail to create housing affordable to those
who currently live in the neighborhood, who are already feeling the effects of rising rents and
watching their local grocery stores close or become unaffordable. “That’s what’s really
frustrating—we can’t even support our neighborhood anymore,” says member Rose
Fernandez. They’re also concerned about the potential of the rezoning to exacerbate the
market pressures on tenants living in existing rent stabilized housing.
 
The East Harlem Neighborhood Plan asked for 20 percent of total units created on public
sites to be affordable to families making below $25, 770, and the city has offered as much on
some of the upcoming developments on public sites. But Community Voices Heard itself has
long pushed for a larger target of 40 percent.
 
Community Voices Heard also objected to the rezoning’s lack of provisions for creating
union jobs on construction sites, and to what they see as lack of protections for small
businesses, insufficient public education by the city about the meaning of the rezoning, and
an insufficient contribution to NYCHA.
 
David Nocenti, executive director of the social services nonprofit Union Street Settlement
and another participant in the East Harlem Neighborhood Planning process took a slightly
more positive tone about the investment package passed with the rezoning.
 
“I think most people would be happy with the level of commitments that were made, but
again the key [question] is going to be: … three years from now, will they have actually
occurred?” he said.
 
Chris Cirillo, executive director of Ascendant Neighborhood Development Corporation
(formerly Lott CDC), a non-profit developer, was similarly cautious but optimistic.
 
“I think the final rezoning that was approved by the City Council ended up much closer to the



vision that was put forward in the neighborhood plan than what the Department of City
Planning originally proposed,” he said. “Is it everything I think the neighborhood wanted to
see? No, but I think it’s definitely a pretty significant set of commitments and now we’ll see
how it actually moves forward and how the agencies actually go about trying to make those
commitments realities.”
 
Yet he said that he is still concerned about a lack of adequate investment in NYCHA, and
had many questions about the development of public land in the neighborhood, like to what
extent the city would subsidize development there and who would do the developing. He said
the city seems to be interested in working more with nonprofit developers, a move he called
“heartening” and that he hoped would continue.
 
Cirillo said his organization is also looking forward to participating in Partners in
Preservation, a new HPD-funded initiative that will bring together community organizations
throughout the neighborhood to collaborate on anti-displacement strategies. And his group
was also chosen to develop four small public lots in East Harlem with affordable housing.
 
Continuing adamant opposition
 
Marina Ortiz, an advocate with East Harlem Preservation and a board member of the East
Harlem-El Barrio Community Land Trust, who has always opposed any rezoning, asked
Brown on Wednesday why the city was investing $25 million in renovating East Harlem’s
public market, La Marqueta, when such money could go to subsidizing for deeper
affordability or to the community land trust. (So far, the community land trust has received
$500,000 from Mark-Viverito and $500,000 from Enterprise Community Partners).
 
“The investments that are being made in East Harlem are [city planners] ‘looking toward the
future,’—and that future will not include us,” Ortiz explains to City Limits. She also takes
issue with the building heights proposed for the intersection of 116th Street and Lexington
Avenue—up to 20 stories—which she says will result in the demolition of the commercial
heart of East Harlem.
 
Ortiz is a supporter of the lawsuit that alleges the city’s environmental review manual
underestimates the potential of a rezoning to cause displacement and was developed without
proper public input. Ortiz argues that given the city’s track record on enforcing existing laws,
it will be easy to prove the city is incapable of preventing displacement caused by rezoning.
(Community Voices Heard’s Rivera is also among those offering supportive statements about
the lawsuit on a press release from the Legal Aid Society.)
 
Roger Hernandez of El Barrio Unite, who also opposed any rezoning last year, offered
similar sentiments in an e-mail to City Limits. “I’m hopeful that the lawsuit challenging the
Environmental Impact Study … will refocus the City’s commitment to creating real
affordable housing for its [most] vulnerable lower income households rather than at [their]
expense.”
 
On the eve of change
 
Without a doubt, East Harlem is seen as ripe location for real-estate investment. This early
on, however, it’s difficult to measure exactly how much the rezoning has or will exacerbate
existing market trends.



 
Last week Yair Tavivian, who heads the real-Estate company Douglass Elliman, told
Multihousing News that East Harlem and Midtown East are an attractive place for condo
investment because the prices, at below $3 million, are still “attainable,” because the new
Second Avenue subway line is attracting residents, and because of the recent rezoning.
 
“We’re seeing lots of developers snapping up sites there, along with the telltale coffee shops
and upscale grocery store openings, which are always indicative of an up-and-coming
neighborhood,” he said.
 
On the other hand, Holley Drakeford of Drakeford Realty Group, speaking to BisNow about
the future of the east side of 125th Street, said that people are still figuring out the East
Harlem rezoning. She predicted that things would only begin to get hot on East 125th Street if
two major planned development projects got underway: the development by the Durst
Organization of a large and long vacant lot on East 125th Street and Park, and Extell’s
planned project between Lexington, Third Avenue, 124th Street and East 125th Street.
 
According to median rent listings of multifamily apartments collected by Zillow, median
rents in the southern part of East Harlem grew significantly in the winter of 2016 and then
fell back to 2015 levels by January of this year, while rents in the northern part of East
Harlem varied over time, though ultimately increasing from January 2015 ($2150) to January
2018 ($2275). Another Zillow calculation, the Zillow Rent Index, which looks at homes both
on and off the market, indicates a starker trend, with median rents increasing from about
$2347 in the north and $2611 in the south to roughly $3000 in both parts.
 
Ortiz says that recently, small businesses have begun closing on 3rd Avenue. She suspects
this to be a sign that speculation is on the rise as a result of the rezoning.
 
Cirillo says so far, he sees the change manifest in how brokers market the area. “Nobody‘s
wasted time in mentioning that there’s new zoning,” he says. As for development generated
by the rezoning itself, “I think now that the rezoning is in place we will see that in the coming
months,” he says.
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A big paycheck requires a deep Rolodex.
 
When a business, union or nonprofit hands a lobbyist five or six figures, it is not just paying
for charm. Big-dollar operators command such compensation because of their knowledge of
government and politics—and connections to key elected officials and power brokers.
 
The 10 biggest lobbying firms in New York City have built their businesses on access and
savvy. Here’s how they did it.
 
1. Kasirer
Suri Kasirer, erstwhile aide to Gov. Mario Cuomo, started her firm in 1995 as her husband,
Bruce Teitelbaum, was rising through the ranks of Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s administration.
The power couple’s relationship and Kasirer’s channels of communication with key city
figures caught the notice of some good-government advocates as the Republican
administration entered its twilight. But Kasirer’s career was just dawning. By 2006 she had
the most lucrative lobbying operation in town. The founder became one of the city’s biggest
fundraisers, amassing cash for Hillary Clinton, former Comptroller Bill Thompson and many
others. Meanwhile, her clientele grew to include some of the biggest names in real estate,
including El Ad, Extell and SL Green.
 
She hasn’t slowed down. Last year Kasirer bundled $56,030 for Mayor Bill de Blasio’s re-
election campaign. And this year one of her firm’s vice presidents, Jason Goldman, became
new Council Speaker Corey Johnson’s chief of staff. Senior Vice President Julie Greenberg,
for her part, served as Comptroller Scott Stringer’s chief of staff during his time in the
Assembly.
 
“This is a business built on trust and reputation over the long haul,” Kasirer said. “Our team
has decades of combined experience in government and advocacy at all levels.”
 
2. James F. Capalino & Associates
For a few years, Capalino was king. James Capalino’s eponymous firm surpassed Kasirer as
the city’s top lobbyist in 2014, Bill de Blasio’s first year as mayor, and the common
assumption was that its revenues rose because of its chief’s ties with the mayor. A former
campaign manager for Mayor Ed Koch, Capalino was an aggressive fundraiser and supporter
of de Blasio in the 2013 primary, and word quickly spread that he enjoyed an open line of
communication with the new administration.
 
The firm gave $10,000 to de Blasio’s Campaign for One New York—a now-shuttered
nonprofit that ethics advocates decried as a “shadow government”—and two of his clients



soon did the same. Then, amid media reports of city actions favoring Capalino clients, de
Blasio declared in 2016 he would no longer correspond directly with his lobbyist friend. The
next year Capalino fell back into second place.
 
Still, Capalino remains one of the busiest firms in town, bringing in reams of small accounts
alongside such big payers as The Georgetown Co., Industry City, Macklowe Properties,
Magnum Real Estate and Midtown Equities. He maintains a team with deep roots in city
government, including Susan Hinkson, former Board of Standards and Appeals
commissioner, and former Scott Stringer aide Jesse Campoamor.
 
The firm declined to comment for this article.
 
3. Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno
When former Councilwoman Melissa Mark- Viverito of East Harlem captured the council
speakership in 2014, Crain’s ran a photo of this then-six-year-old firm’s founders on its
cover. It was an acknowledgment of their efforts in securing her the perch and of the bounty
the company was poised to receive. The Staten Island firm’s annual harvest almost doubled
between 2013 and 2016, when the speaker showered its clients with public funds, as revealed
by the New York Post and Daily News, and when one of its lobbyists joined her staff, as
Crain’s reported.
 
But the real money is in the family business. Principal Vincent Pitta is the son of Vito Pitta,
former Hotel Trades Council president, and the brother-in-law of the powerful labor union’s
current leader, Peter Ward. The hotel workers union and affiliates of its parent organization,
Unite Here, gave the firm $219,000 last year to represent its interests to city authorities.
 
Like other firms on this list, Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno is a paragon of bipartisanship. Co-
founder Robert Bishop is a Republican, and Conservative James Molinaro, former Staten
Island president, joined the team in 2014.
 
It remains to be seen how the company will fare under the new council regime. Hotel Trades
helped usher Corey Johnson into the speakership, but Pitta’s legal arm worked for his main
rival, Manhattan Councilman Mark Levine. “Vincent Pitta has been a significant presence in
governmental circles,” spokesman Hank Sheinkopf said, “and expects to remain so through
hard work.”
 
4. Bolton–St. Johns
Bolton–St. Johns became known in the 1990s as the firm led by Mel Miller—who had lost
his Assembly speakership because of a conviction subsequently overturned—and Norman
Adler. The company had an office-sharing arrangement for a few years with Armand
D’Amato, brother of Alphonse D’Amato, then senator. But it changed hands in the 2000s
and has become an increasingly big player in statewide affairs. Partner Giorgio DeRosa’s
daughter Melissa is Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s chief of staff, while Emily Giske is a vice chair
of the Cuomo-controlled state Democratic Committee. Giske is a longtime confidante of ex-
Council Speaker Christine Quinn, who runs homeless-shelter operator Women in Need—one
of Bolton–St. Johns’ highest paying city clients. Giske brought on board partner Mike Keogh,
who had lost his longtime post as council finance director in 2007 amid a scandal over
taxpayer funds being allocated to fake charities for members’ later distribution.
 
Bolton draws huge sums from Airbnb, Dart Container Corp. (whose foam food containers the



mayor is trying to ban) and the waste-management and taxi industries. Unlike most of its
peers, the firm does little fundraising for candidates at the city level, but it does operate a
powerhouse political action committee, Bolt-PAC.
 
5. Constantinople & Vallone  Consulting
Peter Vallone Sr. joined his brother- in-law Anthony Constantinople’s lobbying business in
2002, when term limits finally forced Vallone from the council speakership after 15 years.
His namesake son succeeded him in his Astoria-based seat, which he held until 2014, and is
now a Queens County Civil Court judge. Another son, Councilman Paul Vallone, represents
Bayside and surrounding neighborhoods. One of the firm’s lobbyists, Keith Powers, was
elected last year to represent the East Side of Manhattan.
 
The firm and its employees raised a bit less than $15,000 for council candidates last year,
plus more than $25,000 for Scott Stringer’s re-election bid, $3,000 for Bronx Borough
President Ruben Diaz Jr. and $16,565 for Queens Borough President Melinda Katz. The
Daily News reported that Constantinople & Vallone utilized loopholes in disclosure law to
avoid reporting $16,350 it raised for Mayor Bill de Blasio’s re-election campaign.
 
The company advocates for TD Bank, Waste Management, T-Mobile USA, private prison
operator Geo Group and scaffolding and demolition magnates Greg and Lawrence Blinn.
 
6. Greenberg Traurig
Americans became acquainted with this Miami-based law and lobbying titan in 2001 during
the Jack Abramoff scandal. But New Yorkers probably know it best as the firm that former
Mayor Giuliani jumped to in 2016 amid the heat of the presidential race. In January the
Trump administration gave Giuliani’s old job as U.S. attorney for the Southern District of
New York to Geoffrey Berman, a principal of Greenberg Traurig’s New York and New
Jersey offices. It is an interim appointment, but many expect President Donald Trump to
formally nominate Berman for the powerful post.
 
Greenberg Traurig’s legal prowess and connections have made it the go-to attorney for the
Cuomo campaign and a slew of other Democrats.
 
Giuliani administration veteran John Mascialino oversees the firm’s city lobbying operation,
which last year took in fees from developers including Fetner, Jeffrey Gershon and Slate
Property Group. Other top clients were the Hunts Point Market, the West Village Houses co-
op complex and mobile technology firm Verifone.
 
7. Davidoff Hutcher & Citron
Politicos’ ears perked up in January 2017 when this 42-year-old legal and lobbying firm
hired Keith Wright, Manhattan Democratic Party boss, fresh out of the Assembly and after an
unsuccessful congressional run. The Manhattan Democratic operation is a shadow of the
Queens and Bronx machines and of its former Tammany Hall glory. Still, Wright enjoys
considerable sway over important party-run processes such as judicial nominations,
appointments to the city Board of Elections and the awarding of the party’s ballot line for
special elections to the state Legislature. In September, for example, he helped elevate former
Assembly colleague Brian Kavanagh to the state Senate post abandoned by Daniel Squadron.
 
Wright joined a team that included John “Sean” Crowley, brother to Rep. Joseph Crowley,
the powerful Queens Democratic Party boss. The Crowley clan has immense influence over



virtually all government affairs in the borough, and the congressman played a seminal role in
handing the council speakership to Corey Johnson.
 
The company’s lobbying anchor is Sid Davidoff, a veteran of the Lindsay administration who
raised $18,400 for Mayor de Blasio’s re-election and $9,100 for Scott Stringer. Big 2017
accounts included real estate and investment trust iStar Financial, the pro–charter school
nonprofit Center for Educational Innovation–Public Education Association and voting
machine vendor Election Systems and Software.
 
8. Geto & de Milly
Ethan Geto—a city and  state government old-timer—was the biggest bundler for Corey
Johnson’s 2017 re-election campaign, presciently pulling together $22,150 from an array of
real estate executives for the aspiring speaker back in July 2015. His business partner,
Michelle de Milly, a veteran of Empire State Development, drew from similar wells to
collect $10,250 for Johnson around the same time. Developers account for almost two-thirds
of Geto & de Milly’s clients. Avery Hall Investments, The Brodsky Organization, DDG
Partners (a major Johnson supporter outside of Geto and de Milly’s bundling), Property
Markets Group and Zeckendorf Development were among the big names to hire the duo to
push council members for zoning concessions last year.
 
The firm brought on Mark Benoit, a self-described longtime friend of Mayor de Blasio’s
dating to their years in the Dinkins administration, shortly after the mayor took office in
2014.
 
“Our firm handles a broad range of public affairs matters, including government and
community relations, crisis management, press and digital strategy,” said Geto, “so we’re
fortunate to have a mix of seasoned consultants and dynamic young executives with
experience and relationships in all of these areas.”
 
9. Connelly McLaughlin & Woloz
A lobbyist for the yellow taxi industry, Michael Woloz bundled a whopping $231,915—more
than any other fundraiser—for Mayor de Blasio in the month between when the then-public
advocate won the Democratic primary in September 2013 and his victory in November.
Woloz’s cash-gathering was substantially more subdued last year, amassing $16,650 for de
Blasio and almost $5,000 for Scott Stringer, and distributing relatively meager amounts
among Corey Johnson and two of his rivals.
 
“Lobbying is about effectively communicating ideas and building trust and relationships over
a long period of time,” Woloz said. “We have been successful, in large part, because we are
trusted by elected and community leaders to provide them with key facts and the best
arguments on important issues.”
 
Partner Martin McLaughlin is a former Koch political aide. Lobbyist Kathleen Cudahy was
an attorney to former Speaker Vallone and a strategist and adviser to former Mayor
Bloomberg. Senior Vice President Jeff Rodus was deputy chief of staff to Melissa Mark-
Viverito. The firm is in its 30th year.
 
10. Kramer Levin Naftalis & Franke
Cantankerous taxpayers might best know this firm for receiving $2.6 million of their money
in February for their work representing Mayor de Blasio through a pair of corruption probes.



But the ties between the firm and the mayor run deeper than that. Partner Barry Berke held a
fundraiser for de Blasio at Kramer Levin’s offices during his first run at Gracie Mansion and
subsequently became his campaign treasurer. Business burgeoned for the firm while it was
working for the mayor and awaiting payment. The partnership, which had fallen off the Top
10 list after 2013, surged back in 2016 as media reports spotlighted its service to de Blasio.
All but a few of its 43 lobbying accounts are real estate–related and fall under the purview of
partner Gary Tarnoff. Big 2017 clients included Plaxall Realty, Witkoff and Jonathan
Kalikow’s Gamma Real Estate.
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Opinion: CUNY Law School’s First Amendment problem
NY POST - Mark Pulliam
https://nypost.com/2018/04/17/cuny-law-schools-first-amendment-problem/
 
The First Amendment protects most forms of nondefamatory speech, regardless of content or
the identity of the speaker, but the left’s true objectives are sometimes obscured when the
speaker in question is an outrageous ideologue (such as white supremacist Richard Spencer),
flamboyant controversialist (Ann Coulter) or self-promoting provocateur (Milo
Yiannopoulos).
 
But would-be brownshirts let the mask slip when they disrupted and attempted to shout down
a speaker at the City University of New York School of Law. At the invitation of CUNY
Law’s Federalist Society chapter, South Texas College of Law professor Josh Blackman
arrived on campus to discuss not transgender rights, same-sex marriage, affirmative action,
immigration reform, police misconduct or any other hot-button issue, but “The Importance of
Free Speech on Campus,” as he had done without incident at many other law schools.
 
Incredibly, though, Blackman was effectively prevented from delivering his talk on March 29
at the school. The tech-savvy professor managed to capture most of the protest on video and
with photos.
 
The episode is deeply disturbing for several reasons. First, the audience was not made up of
undergraduates. This was a lecture at a law school, to college-graduate adults who had gone
to the trouble and expense of seeking a legal education — the goal of which, in the words of
the fictional Professor Kingsfield (from the 1973 movie “The Paper Chase”), is to transform
incoming students’ “skulls full of mush” into disciplined minds “thinking like a lawyer.”
 
Yet the numerous signs waved by the protesters contained such slogans as “Rule of Law =
White Supremacy” and “The First Amendment is Not a Licence [sic] to Dehumanize
Marginalized People.” Students shouted “Legal objectivity is a myth” and “F – – k the law.”
CUNY Law’s National Lawyers Guild chapter tweeted that “free speech” activists are “not
welcome at our PUBLIC INTEREST school.” Is this the face of “social justice”?
 
Second, Blackman is the antithesis of a lightning rod or demagogue. He is a prolific legal
scholar, writing mainly in the area of constitutional law. Though politically right of center,
he is more libertarian than conservative. He signed the Originalists Against Trump statement
prior to the 2016 election, is an adjunct scholar at the Cato Institute and has coauthored
books and articles with Georgetown law professor Randy Barnett, a noted libertarian.
 
He is not deliberately confrontational but mild-mannered, soft-spoken and unfailingly polite.
This year, the Federalist Society gave him the Joseph Story Award, an honor bestowed on a
law professor under 40 who “has made a significant public impact in a manner that advances
the rule of law in a free society.”
 
Finally, the left reveals its intellectual bankruptcy when the First Amendment is itself deemed



to be “hate speech,” “racist,” “threatening” and evidence of “oppression.” These absurd
statements, and many others, were on display at Blackman’s presentation.
 
The CUNY Law students’ mob behavior represents a betrayal of the Free Speech Movement,
and their plotting to block a law professor from discussing the First Amendment — to law
students, at a law school — smacks of tyranny. A depressingly small number of liberals, such
as Berkeley law school Dean Erwin Chemerinsky, continue to defend free speech on campus,
abhor the heckler’s veto and correctly insist that the First Amendment offers no “hate speech”
exception.
 
CUNY Law administrators shamefully took no action to prevent the disruptive protest,
claiming later that a mob shouting down an invited speaker “did not violate any university
policy.” CUNY Law Dean Mary Lu Bilek risibly stated that “CUNY Law students are
encouraged to develop their own perspectives on the law in order to be prepared to confront
our most difficult legal and social issues as lawyers promoting the values of fairness, justice,
and equality.”
 
In other words, the school sanctions the suppression of disfavored opinions.
 
CUNY Law should provide a copy of Chemerinsky’s recent book, “Free Speech on
Campus,” to the clueless social-justice activists who embarrassed themselves and their school
by exhibiting such thuggish intolerance toward Professor Blackman. And Dean Bilek ought
to read it herself.
 
Mark Pulliam is a contributing editor at the Library of Law and Liberty. Reprinted with
permission from City Journal.
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THE STATE OF PRE-K IN N.Y. — National Institute for Early Education
Research: "The State of Preschool 2017 annual report, based on 2016-17 academic
year data, finds states heeding the demand for pre-K and expanding access to
publicly funded programs in a variety of settings. But instead of supporting quality
early learning with adequate resources, most state programs invest too little to help
children catch up with their more advantaged peers by kindergarten.

In 2016-2017, $25 million [in federal dollars] was used to support the
enrollment of 2,350 low-income 4-year-olds in five school districts. PDG
funds were used to create new slots and enhance existing slots. Yet, another
competitive grant, Expanded Prekindergarten for 3- and 4-Year-Old Students ($30
million), began in 2015-2016, creating an additional 1,163 slots for 4-year-olds and
2,184 slots for 3-year-olds in 2016-2017. Overall, in 2016-2017, a total of 122,871
three- and four-year-old children were served in state administered prekindergarten
programs, with an operating budget exceeding $816 million. Approximately 75% of
children served were in in full-day programs. ... 'In New York, much of the expanded
enrollment and enhanced quality was spearheaded by New York City,' said NIEER
senior co-director Steven Barnett. 'The state has supported this expansion and more,
but continued growth is needed to bring full access to every community.' ... NIEER
rated New York ninth in the nation for pre-K access for four-year-olds, and 22nd in
the nation for pre-K access for three-year-olds." Read the full New York report here.

— Read more about how Mayor Bill de Blasio's universal pre-K expansion helped
him sail to reelection last fall.

GOOD THURSDAY MORNING. Richard Carranza will participate in a ribbon
cutting ceremony on Staten Island, host a student and parent town hall on Staten
Island, and deliver remarks at the Hispanic Federation Annual Gala. MaryEllen Elia,
Kristina Johnson, Betty Rosa and James Milliken did not release public
schedules. The New York City Council will hold a hearing on school overcrowding.
This newsletter is for you, so tell us how we can make it even better. Send
feedback, tips and education-related events to eshapiro@politico.com. Follow us on
Twitter: @elizashapiro.

SHARE ME: Like this newsletter? Please tell a friend to sign up. Just give them this
link.

POLITICO Space is our new weekly briefing on the policies and personalities
shaping the second space age. Sign up today.

WHAT'S CARMEN FARINA UP TO? The recently re-retired schools chancellor
praised another former chancellor, Harold Levy, on Wednesday, announcing the I.S.
42 in Washington Heights will be named after Levy, who served under former mayor
Rudy Giuliani. — WNYC's Beth Fertig. Read more here.



Fariña's successor, Richard Carranza, spent Wednesday afternoon meeting
with Community Education Councils at Tweed Courthouse, part of the new
chancellor's listening tour. Read more here.

TAKE OF THE DAY: "Fixing the subway will be a major election issue this year, and
rightly so. The subway is a lifeline allowing people of all income levels to get around
and enables New York to be a vibrant, world-class city. But another economic lifeline
might not get the same attention in a race that will set the agenda for the next four
years. The colleges of the City University of New York, many of which lead national
rankings in terms of moving low-income students into the middle class, play a similar
role. Yet the state budget, which includes $800 million for a subway 'action plan'
(half-funded by the city), shortchanged CUNY—which has seen per-student state
investment in its senior colleges fall by 18% since 2008, accounting for inflation." —
Hunter College Professor Michael Fabricant in Crain's. Read more here.

VIDEO OF THE DAY: UAlbany has a new president. Watch Dr. Havidán Rodríguez's
inauguration here.

AROUND NEW YORK:

— "As the city's schools struggle with a crisis of homeless students,
advocates and elected officials are mounting a fresh push for Mayor de Blasio to
fund services. A record 111,562 city students were homeless or living in temporary
housing in the 2016-17 school year, up nearly 67% from 66,931 in the 2009-10
school year. Homeless students are more likely to have behavior issues and learning
disabilities. And they lag their peers when it comes to academics and attendance.
But de Blasio didn't include any dedicated funding for programs to aid them in his
$89 billion preliminary budget for fiscal year 2019 that was released Feb. 1." — New
York Daily News' Ben Chapman. Read more here.

ACROSS THE RIVER:

— "A charter school teacher, a former labor organizer, and a PTA
president swept Newark's school board election Tuesday, according to
preliminary results, earning spots on the first board to wield full control over the
city's schools in over two decades. The new members ... will help select a new
superintendent for the 36,000-student district and oversee its nearly $1 billion
budget." — Chalkbeat's Patrick Wall. Read more here.

To view online:
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/newsletters/politico-new-york-
education/2018/04/19/state-of-pre-k-055979
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Kushner Cos. hit with federal subpoena over false paperwork
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https://nypost.com/2018/04/19/kusher-cos-hit-with-federal-subpoena-over-false-paperwork/
 
Brooklyn federal prosecutors are scrutinizing Jared Kushner’s family business over official
paperwork that falsely claimed the real-estate company didn’t have any rent-regulated tenants
living in its New York City buildings, according to a report Thursday.
 
The Kushner Cos. — formerly run by President Trump’s son-in-law and adviser — was
slapped with a subpoena for records in mid-March, shortly after The Associated Press
revealed that hundreds of its tenants had leases subject to limits on their yearly rent hikes,
according to the Wall Street Journal.
 
Claiming otherwise helped the company avoid strict oversight of renovations that the AP said
pushed rent-regulated tenants out of three Queens buildings the company bought in 2015.
 
The tenants who replaced them paid higher rents, helping the Kushner Cos. sell the buildings
for $60 million last year — nearly 50 percent more than what it paid, the AP said.
 
At the time, the company told the AP that outside companies filed the paperwork, adding that
“if mistakes or violations are identified, corrective action is taken immediately.”
 
On Thursday, a company spokeswoman said it “has nothing to hide and is cooperating fully
with all legitimate requests for information, including this subpoena.”
 
“We believe that this subpoena, which has already been complied with, was issued based
solely on an article that appeared in the press the day before it was issued,” the spokeswoman
added.
 
A spokesman for the Brooklyn US Attorney’s office wouldn’t confirm “the existence of any
subpoena or investigation.”
 
Revelation of the subpoena came amid investigations into the filings by the state Attorney
General’s Office and the City Council.
 
Brooklyn federal prosecutors are also reviewing the Kushner Cos. use of a federal
investment-for-visas program — known as “EB-5” — and a $285 million loan it got from
Deutsche Bank one month before the 2016 presidential election, the Journal has previously
reported.
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East Village development underscores big changes just south of Stuy Town
CRAIN'S NY - Tom Acitelli
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the-block-east-village-development-underscores-big-changes
 
Six years after Extell Development signed a 99-year, $35 million ground lease for a run of
East Village storefronts, it has begun marketing what will be a trio of apartment buildings.
 
The strip on 14th Street between Avenues A and B had included a Bargain Bazaar and Ray's
East Side 99 Cents store, and is owned by the estate of Sol Goldman, once one of the city's
largest private landlords. Across East 14th Street is Stuyvesant Town, the 11,250-unit
complex opened in the late 1940s to house middle-class New Yorkers and GIs returning
from World War II.
 
Extell's first two buildings—which officially share the address 510 E. 14th St.—together have
110 market-rate units with studio rentals at more than $3,800 a month. Leasing began in early
March. A Target will open on the ground floor later this year.
 
With luxe amenities such as a 19,000-square-foot roof-deck with fire pits, a lawn for yoga
and a putting green, the project has been dubbed the EVGB—the East Village's Greatest
Building—by Extell. It joins other upscale projects in the area.
 
In November 2012 developer Doug Steiner bought and demolished the shuttered Mary Help
of Christians Church on Avenue A between East 11th and East 12th streets. Originally slated
to be rebuilt as a rental property that included affordable units, the development shifted to
condos instead.
 
Steiner East Village opened in 2016 with one-bedrooms starting at $1.1 million. As of mid-
April, there was a 3,500-square-foot penthouse in contract for $11.3 million.
 
While a bid to landmark the church, which the archdiocese shuttered in 2007, failed, the
successful landmarking of the former P.S. 64 on East Ninth Street has helped block owner
Gregg Singer's conversion plans for several years.
 
The latest proposal called for converting the 5-story building into a dormitory, but suspicions
among some community groups that it would become a youth hostel scuttled those plans.
Singer, who purchased the property at auction in 1998, sued opponents in federal court this
year, claiming a conspiracy against him by the Greenwich Village Society for Historic
Preservation, elected officials and a hedge fund manager who lives in the area. It stands as an
aging relic in a transforming neighborhood.
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The End of a Giant Tax Break Creates Bargains in New York Condo Market
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Time is running out on one of the biggest benefits in the new condo market in New York
City: microscopic property taxes.
 
Buyers can still acquire glamorous and expensive condominiums and pay almost no property
taxes for up to two decades or more in a dwindling number of new developments—but the
deals are disappearing.
 
Consider the four-bedroom duplex palace, with a 26-foot high living room and king-of-the-
universe views atop the 88-story 15 Hudson Yards, offered for sale by Related Cos. for $32
million.
 
It comes with an initial property tax bill of $198 a month as part of a 20-year tax abatement.
That works out to about 46 cents a square foot a year, or annual taxes of less than 0.01% of
the asking price.
 
A much smaller, midcentury modern ranch house on a half-acre with a Scarsdale address in
Westchester County north of the city comes with $3,100 a month in property taxes, which is
close to $15 a square foot a year or roughly 3.4% of the asking price. It is listed for just under
$1.1 million.
 
“Taxes are a big concern,” said Jennifer Constantin, an agent at Julia B. Fee Sotheby’s
International Realty who is listing the Westchester house, “because they keep going up and
never go down.” She said that, even so, the listing has several offers on the table.
 
The golden age of the condo property tax abatement in New York drew to a close last year
when the state legislature eliminated the break, known as 421-a, on nearly all new
condominiums.
 
Technically the abatement is still available in small, less expensive buildings outside
Manhattan for buyers who make the condo their primary residence. But Paul Korngold, a
lawyer who specializes in property taxes, said the regulations are so strict that few if any
buildings will qualify.
 
Meanwhile, tax bargains are still available on some projects, and developers are looking to
lure savvy homeowners and investors who focus on the long-term costs of condo ownership.
 
The focus on property taxes comes at a time when the federal government has put a spotlight
on taxes by limiting the deductibility of state and local taxes to $10,000 a year.
 
“Even if you are a billionaire purchaser you appreciate a savings on an expense you know



you will have on an ongoing basis,” said Anna Zarro, director of residential sales and leasing
for Extell Development Co.
 
Extell obtained a 10-year tax abatement on its One57 development on West 57th Street,
which includes a penthouse that sold for $100.4 million. It now offers a 20-year tax
abatement at One Manhattan Square, its 847-foot tall project near the base of the Manhattan
Bridge in Manhattan, and a 25-year abatement at the 68-story Brooklyn Point in downtown
Brooklyn.
 
Ted Moncreiff, a former editor at Bloomberg LP who is now a partner in a company that
provides content for corporations, said he was drawn to Brooklyn Point by its elaborate
amenities, including outdoor space, and shared spaces where he could work during the day.
 
But he signed a contract to buy a three-bedroom apartment at Brooklyn Point, after carefully
considering the abatement, which will lower his monthly costs by about $2,400 a month. The
benefit, he said, will be particularly important after his retirement.
 
“You can retire your mortgage, but you can’t retire your property taxes,” he said.
 
At Circa Central Park, a curved modernist building on West 110th Street facing Central Park,
Deborah C. Wright, a former president of Carver Federal Savings Bank, said she appreciated
the amenities including shared study spaces for her daughter, and the proximity to the park.
 
A 25-year tax break was “very helpful and will be even more helpful going forward,” when
her daughter heads to college. Ms. Wright is due to pay about $182 a month in taxes on her
$3.3 million condo, a saving of about $960 a month in taxes, according to city records.
 
At 62-66 North Third St., an eight-story condo complex in Williamsburg, the city isn’t
providing a tax abatement, but the developer is offering an alternative: paying up to 2.5 years
of property taxes, which total $29,700 a year on a $3 million condo, according to the listing.
 
Andrew Barrocas, chief executive officer at brokerage MNS, which is marketing the
Williamsburg condos, said the prepaid property taxes would help it compete with nearby
condos, with abatements that are due to phase out in a few years.
 
Mr. Barrocas said the influx of new buildings without abatements, and the federal tax
changes, were putting pressure on the Brooklyn condo market.
 
“In Brooklyn there is definitely a benefit to having a tax abatement,” he said. “Investors are
not really interested in a building without an abatement. It doesn’t make sense for them.”
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Extell uses art of the discount to ring up a big quarter at One57
BLOOMBERG - Staff
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One57, the Midtown skyscraper that has symbolized both Manhattan’s luxury condo boom
and its slowdown, just had its best sales quarter in more than a year. The secret: a good
bargain.
 
Four years after completing the 90-story tower—and setting a New York City record with a
$100.5 million condo deal—Extell Development Co. is still working to sell it out. In the first
three months of the year the firm sold five apartments totaling $73 million, according to a
filing on the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange, where Extell sells debt. It was the firm's best quarter
at One57, by both unit sales and value, since the end of 2016, according to an analysis of
filings and data from StreetEasy.
 
"They were all discounted," Extell President Gary Barnett said in an interview. "That
definitely has something to do with convincing people that it's time to buy and that they're
getting a good value."
 
With a wave of new luxury apartments still washing over Manhattan, including projects by
Extell and others going up on the same block as One57, the developer is committing to the
surest strategy to clean the slate. Across the borough, luxury homes that went into contract in
the first quarter had their asking prices cut by an average of 10%, the most since 2012,
according to a report last month from Olshan Realty Inc., which counts units priced at $4
million and above. Many condo owners at One57, with whom Extell is also competing for
buyers, are offering units at prices below what they paid in order to make a sale.
 
"If our competitors are giving discounts, and that's what people really want, that's how you're
going to move the product," Barnett said. "We could just hold it—the market will come back.
But we have Central Park Tower coming up," he said of the 95-story building he's
constructing on West 57th Street near Broadway, with 179 planned ultra-luxury apartments.
"Clear the deck for that."
 
The market has changed since Extell opened sales at the tower in late 2011, when it was
under construction and one of only a few new options. The project logged $1 billion in sales
in the first six months and inspired other developers to build similar offerings, creating what's
known as Billionaires’ Row along West 57th Street.
 
This year 4,600 newly developed apartments are expected to be listed for sale across
Manhattan, with almost half of them priced at $2,400 a square foot or more, according to
brokerage Corcoran Sunshine Marketing Group. That's on top of the 3,323 new units that
reached the market last year.
 
At Macklowe Properties Inc. and CIM Group Inc.'s 432 Park Ave., the 96-story tower a few



blocks away from One57, a buyer in December purchased three apartments near the top for a
combined $91.1 million, according to public records. It was a 25% discount from the
combined sticker price of $120.8 million.
 
"The quiet little secret about the super-luxury market is it's absorbing" inventory, Barnett
said.
 
At One57, Extell gave discounts in the quarter ranging from "single-digit" percentages to
bigger deals higher up in the tower, where the units are pricier, Barnett said. In some cases
the developer covered the closing costs. Barnett said the two biggest sales were for about $24
million each. Not all the deals and their exact prices have been filed publicly yet with the
city.
 
Among the largest sales was a 61st-floor, three-bedroom condo with more than 4,100 square
feet, for which Extell commissioned custom interior design and furnishings by Jeffrey Beers
International. That unit, listed at $29 million, comes with every rug, pillow, sofa and artwork
inside, including a large painting in the living room that slides along a movable track to
obscure a big-screen TV.
 
On the 52nd floor, a bigger apartment without custom furniture was listed at $29.95 million
and also sold in the first quarter. The developer had initially priced it at $31.75 million.
 
The other three units included a 1,021-square-foot one-bedroom on the 32nd floor that was
listed at $4.1 million and sold for $3.56 million, according to StreetEasy. A two-bedroom on
the 33rd floor was listed for $8.65 million and sold for $7.26 million.
 
After the five most recent sales, Extell has 36 units left to move at the tower, according to
estimates from filings and Barnett. Among those are apartments the firm had planned to lease
out and decided instead to sell in 2016 as the luxury-rental market slowed.
 
Even as it's discounting, Extell has high hopes for a 41st-floor duplex of more than 5,000
square feet dubbed the Spring Garden for its solarium and terrace off the main living area.
The apartment, with custom furniture designed by Katherine Newman, was listed in March
for $28.5 million, about 70% more than what Extell had planned when it set prices for the
building in 2011.
 
"We didn't realize exactly how nice it was going to look," Barnett said.
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NYC’s free public Wi-Fi kiosks aren’t making enough money
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Early financial returns on the city’s free public WiFi kiosks have been so underwhelming that
the de Blasio administration plans to let the tech consortium running the system to defer
profit-sharing payments.
 
The original 2016 agreement between the city’s Department of Information Technology and
Telecommunications and the consortium — known as CityBridge — called for the city to
receive escalating annual minimum payments, plus 50 percent of revenues from ads on the
“LinkNYC” kiosks, over the 15-year deal.
 
But over the first two years of the program, the city collected just shy of $43.4 million in
payments, narrowly beating the $42.5 million minimum it was guaranteed.
 
Now, under an amended deal that the city’s Franchise and Concession and Review
Committee has been asked to ratify at a May 7 meeting, CityBridge can delay paying the city
its share of the revenues until the last three years of the contract, when the profits will be due
with 10 percent interest.
 
Officials said the change would allow CityBridge to invest more money into the program.
 
CityBridge declined to say whether the venture has been profitable, or reveal its
expenditures, which could account for the low initial returns.
 
Moreover, the restructured contract allows CityBridge to entice foreign investors using the
federal “EB-5” program.
 
The program gives green cards to foreigners who invest a minimum of $1 million into a US
company that employs at least 10 Americans.
 
The rejiggered deal also gives the consortium — which includes a company headed by former
Deputy Mayor Dan Doctoroff — an additional two years to install the planned 7,500 citywide
kiosks.
 
Only 1,771 kiosks have been set up to date.
 
City Councilman Ben Kallos (D – Manhattan), a software developer who previously raised
concerns about some of the existing kiosks not working properly, was flabbergasted after
learning about the amended contract.
 
“If [CityBridge] is not going to have to make millions of dollars of its payments for a decade,
then they should build all the kiosks now,” he said. “They shouldn’t be getting an extra two
years.”



 
However, city officials say they are bailing out CityBridge because contractors encountered
unexpected infrastructure challenges during the rollout.
 
DoITT spokeswoman Kate Blumm defended the retooled deal, saying, “the most important
parts of the program — the number of Links and guaranteed revenue to the city — remain
unchanged as we propose smaller adjustments for lessons learned along the way, and
unexpected things discovered beneath the sidewalk, more than two years in.”
 
Jen Hensley, president of LinkNYC, said that the amendment “reflects lessons learned,”
while installing a “first-of-its-kind program throughout the five boroughs.”
 
“We are updating the deployment schedule and adjusting siting requirements based on
realistic street conditions so that we can more efficiently bring Link’s super-fast free WiFi
and services to communities across the city,” she said.
 
Along the way, the project’s operators were forced to add filters to the kiosks after The Post
reported in 2016 that homeless people were using the tablet-equipped street kiosks to access
porn sites.
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Mental Health Weekly Round Up – Saturday, May 12, 2018
Key Mental Health Developments and News:
 

●       A new survey from the American Psychiatric Assn. reveals that 39% of Americans
feel more anxious now than they did a year ago. That's more than double the 19% of
Americans who feel less anxious now than at this time last year. (Another 39% of
survey respondents said their anxiety level is about the same, and 3% weren't sure.)
Worries about safety topped the list of anxieties, with 36% of Americans describing
themselves as extremely anxious about "keeping myself or my family safe." About
31% said they were "somewhat anxious" on this score. Financial fears were close
behind. The prospect of paying bills and other expenses made 35% of survey
respondents feel extremely anxious, and 32% said it made them somewhat anxious."
And then there were concerns about health. The 28% of Americans who reported
being extremely anxious about their medical condition were joined by 39% who said
they were somewhat anxious about it. [LA TIMES]

 

●       Anxiety, not depression, is the leading mental health issue among American youths,
and clinicians and research both suggest it is rising. The latest study was published in
April in the Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics. Based on data
collected from the National Survey of Children’s Health for ages 6 to 17, researchers
found a 20 percent increase in diagnoses of anxiety between 2007 and 2012. (The rate
of depression over that same time period ticked up 0.2 percent.) [WAPO]

 

●       In a cover story for the Harvard Business Review last year, former Surgeon General
Vivek Murthy declared that “the world is suffering from an epidemic of loneliness.”
And a new report from Cigna highlights just how widespread that epidemic has
become, at least in the U.S. The health insurance company surveyed 20,000 people
using the UCLA Loneliness Scale, which asks people to rate their agreement with 20
statements like “No one really knows me well” and “There are people I can talk to.”
The results weren’t exactly uplifting: Nearly half of respondents said they sometimes
or always felt alone, more than 40 percent said they sometimes or often feel that their
relationships aren’t meaningful, and only slightly more than half said they have a
meaningful in-person social interaction each day. A score of 43 or above was
considered a marker of loneliness (the scale ranges from 20 to 80); the average was
44, with Generation Z as the hardest-hit age group. [THE CUT]

 

●       Prison is not a healthy place. It’s pretty well established that many who wind up there
aren’t in great health to begin with, and their sentences can exacerbate underlying
issues. Solitary confinement destroys already fragile minds. Incarceration robs men



and women of their youth, regurgitating aged shadows back into the streets. Beatings
and abuse at the hands of officers lead to injury and even death, and violence between
inmates is seen as common enough to pass as normal.
... At the heart of Homeward is the Boston Reentry Study, a longitudinal survey of
122 people released from Massachusetts Department of Corrections facilities around
Boston between 2012 and 2014. Western and his co-researchers followed people over
their first year of reentry, maintaining contact with a notoriously difficult population
of people to track. They followed the cohort through homeless shelters, joblessness,
and shifting addresses; through psychiatric hospitals; and, for some participants,
through downward spirals into drugs, violence, and additional stints in prison.
... As Homeward describes, the Boston Reentry Study found that, along with poverty,
human frailty is perhaps the defining feature of incarceration. Fifty-four percent of
the reentry population reported a history of problems with drugs or alcohol. Two-
thirds had a history of mental illness or addiction. One-third reported serious back
pain, arthritis, or some other disability. Oftentimes, many people entering prison have
chronic diseases stemming from drug use, along with other unmet physical and
mental needs—needs that immediately become unmet again upon reentry, when their
institutionalized care ends. [THE ATLANTIC]
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Mental Health in the News:
 
Opinion: Reframing “Mommy Brain”
NY TIMES - Alexandra Sacks, M.D.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/11/well/family/reframing-mommy-brain.html
 
A new mother finally gets her fussy baby to sleep and steps into a relaxing hot shower —
with her glasses on. At a family barbecue she can’t recall the name of a relative she rarely
sees.
 
It’s easy to laugh off such lapses as “mommy brain,” but there remains a cultural belief that
pregnancy and child care impact a woman’s cognition and mental life, long after a baby is
born.
 
Women have often chalked up these changes to hormones, fatigue and the intoxicating love
for a new baby.
 
Hormones do affect cognition, and, as anyone who has ever done shift work or had jet lag
knows, sleep deprivation saps our mental abilities.
 
And the current evidence in scientific literature suggests that pregnancy changes the brain on
a physical, cellular level in ways that we are only beginning to understand.
 
However, there is no convincing scientific evidence that pregnancy causes an overall decline
in cognitive performance or memory.
 
Instead, most experts believe that pregnant women’s brain changes are an example of
neuroplasticity, the process in which the brain changes throughout life by reorganizing
connections in response to the stimulation of new experiences, and neurogenesis, the process
of growth that allows for new learning. A 2016 study in Nature Neuroscience found that even
two years after pregnancy, women had gray matter brain changes in regions involved in
social cognition or the ability to empathically understand what is going on in the mind of
another person, to put yourself in their shoes.
 
It may be that some subtle aspects of memory are sacrificed to enhance other areas of
cognition. A 2010 study in Psychoneuroendocrinology showed that pregnant women
experienced some impairment in the ability to remember words, but did not show changes in
other memory functions such as recognition or working memory. This means that these
women might forget the name of a character in their favorite TV show, for example, but
would have no trouble in the type of memory that involves learning, reasoning and
comprehension.
 
One theory is that these changes may have an evolutionary benefit to strengthen the
communication between a mother and her infant. They may improve a mother’s ability to
help a child to first understand the outer world, and then learn how to make sense of internal



sensations.
 
In keeping with evolution, animal studies show that the neural circuitry changes of pregnancy
provide a crucial adaptation, thought to heighten a mother’s mental and emotional focus to
this new and hugely dependent creature in her life. At the same time, as both neuroscience
and psychological research on attachment theory suggest, a human mother’s brain enhances
its empathetic capacities, strengthening a mother’s ability to pick up on a baby’s nonverbal
communications through facial expressions and cries.
 
Of course, parents who do not go through pregnancy — including fathers, adoptive parents
and L.G.B.T.Q. parents whose partners give birth — also experience psychological and
physiological attachment, which some researchers have studied. But “daddy brain” is rarely
discussed in a cultural or scientific context in association with cognitive decline.
 
Meanwhile, the cultural belief in “mommy brain” is so powerful that some studies have
shown that pregnant women who walked into an experiment describing themselves as
cognitively fuzzy were found in the lab to perform at a much higher level than what they
reported. Were the cognitive changes just in their heads, or are our medical formulations
missing something? In addition to the unscientific myths about hormonal women being best
suited for the home and hearth, what else has propelled this broader misinterpretation about
what “mommy brain” is and isn’t?
 
It’s not only the physiology of pregnancy that changes the brain, but also the lived experience
of parenting. Brain scans cannot yet factor in all of the ways becoming a parent may change
you, from the way you sleep to the way you exercise and even socialize. As Helena
Rutherford, an assistant professor at the Yale Child Study Center said, “Individual
differences factor into parental brain studies. Like other areas of psychology and
neuroscience, there isn’t a one-size-fits-all approach.”
 
To have a full understanding of how pregnancy and motherhood affect women, we need to
look not just at the brain, but also at the mind. The mind, like consciousness, arises out of our
biology, but it is influenced by so much more than cells and signals: Our emotions,
memories, relationships, even unconscious mental life also play a part.
 
“If we have learned anything,” the U.C.L.A. psychologist Martie Haselton writes in her book
“Hormonal: The Hidden Intelligence of Hormones — How They Drive Desire, Shape
Relationships, Influence Our Choices and Make Us Wiser,” it is that “although biology plays
a role, our social context (and our agency to reflect and make choices) matters just as much.”
 
In 1956, decades before scientists started using M.R.I.s and functional neuroimaging to study
changes in brain activity, the pediatrician and psychoanalyst Donald Winnicott published a
paper on “Primary Maternal Preoccupation.” In it he described the intense psychological
demands of taking care of a creature as helpless and dependent as a newborn, which requires
new mothers to adapt their emotions and attention to zoom in on the baby.
 
Those improvements come with trade-offs, of course — an intensely narrowed focus means a
blurrier periphery.
 
Many new parents describe the bandwidth demands of an emotional tug-of-war: They’re
pulled in to take care for their babies, but at times also have to push away from that vortex to



tend to their own emotions and other aspects of life that preceded and coexist with
parenthood. This can be complicated by the guilt some parents describe feeling when they
shift their attention to themselves and experiences other than the baby. And the psychological
experience of mothers suffering from psychiatric conditions like postpartum depression
presents additional complexity.
 
Then there are the cognitive and emotional demands of all of the learning that takes place in
parenting. In addition to adjusting to a child’s rapid development, it is also psychologically
demanding to make space for other relationships with your partner, family, co-workers and
friends that have inevitably shifted with your new parenting role.
 
Learning also occurs in your remembering of your own parents’ behaviors as you re-enter a
relationship you’ve been in before, but only from the child side.
 
Many women experience “mommy brain” as a deficiency, the lost ability to remember
people’s names or keep their attention undivided while at work. But science reminds us that
if we look at the changes without judgment we may find that they confer advantages. And to
understand how data about brain changes impact real people’s lives, it’s important to
consider the emotional life of the mind.
 
The writer Elizabeth Stone once wrote that the decision to have a child is “to decide forever
to have your heart go walking around outside your body.” Perhaps it’s only fair that
parenting necessarily requires some shifting in your mental space as well.
 
Alexandra Sacks is a psychiatrist and co-author of a forthcoming book about the emotions of
pregnancy and the postpartum period.
 
Their Husbands Abused Them. Shouldn’t Divorce Be Easy?
NY TIMES - Zoe Greenberg
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/11/nyregion/divorce-domestic-abuse-survivors.html
 
May Raymond can produce hundreds of documents to illustrate a marriage gone wrong: the
repeated calls to the police; the reports detailing the time her husband smashed a table in her
home, or when he punched her in the head, or when he promised to make her disappear; the
orders of protection; the pink domestic incident reports stacked one on top of the other.
 
When that stack became too high, in the fall of 2015, Ms. Raymond searched online for how
to get a divorce and then walked to the Bronx Supreme Court near her house.
 
The first step, she was told, was to find her husband, who was no longer living with her, in
order to serve him the divorce papers. But suddenly he was nowhere to be found. Ms.
Raymond searched for more than two years, to no avail.
 
“I just don’t want to be attached to this man anymore. To me it feels kind of disgusting,” Ms.
Raymond said. “I need this part of my life to close.” And yet, she remained a wife.
 
Escaping intimate violence can be harrowing, as recent revelations about Eric T.
Schneiderman, the former New York State attorney general, suggest. And even for people
who are not in violent relationships, divorces can be complicated and take years. But for
people like Ms. Raymond, who are female, poor and have precarious immigration status (Ms.



Raymond has a temporary work permit), obtaining a divorce can be extraordinarily difficult.
 
When a domestic violence survivor seeks a divorce, she will most likely be faced with at
least three obstacles: the sometimes-prohibitive costs of a private attorney; a legally complex
Supreme Court that makes it nearly impossible to represent oneself; and the fact that the
abused party must track down her spouse (barring a rare exception granted by a judge) to
serve him divorce papers.
 
Nanny, 39, who asked to go by her nickname because she lives in a domestic violence
shelter, made her own money. She worked in construction, painted nails, decorated for
parties. When she first married her husband — after a whirlwind six-month romance —
things were mostly fine. The only problem, she said, was that he was an extravagant liar.
 
They had two children together over 16 years of marriage, and the lies gradually deepened.
As Nanny recalled, he told his family she slept all day and didn’t work; he cheated on her
and vehemently denied it; he told their children their mother slept around.
 
Then, in the spring of 2016, Nanny’s 11-year-old daughter got into trouble at school, and
Nanny said she returned home to find her husband in a rage. He was screaming, Nanny
recalled, and then began smashing things from their daughter’s vanity: perfume, jewelry, a
cup filled with pens. He grabbed their daughter and started hitting her until Nanny threw
herself on top of her to protect her from the blows. “It was like he lost his mind,” she said.
 
Soon after the incident, Nanny said she found a suicide note written by her daughter on lined
yellow legal paper. She first mistook it for homework.
 
“She was 11,” Nanny said. “Everything he used to tell her, she believed.”
 
Nanny said that she alerted her daughter’s principal and brought her to the hospital for
counseling. Soon, she and her children moved into a shelter run by Safe Horizon, one of the
city’s largest domestic violence services providers. She also made a decision she hoped
would change both her and her daughter’s life: to file for divorce. But she quickly discovered
she didn’t make enough money to hire a lawyer. Two years later, Nanny is still married.
 
It’s not that she didn’t try. First Nanny turned to private lawyers, who estimated that
representation would cost around $3,000 or more. New York guarantees lawyers for poor
people who cannot afford them in a range of Family Court cases including child custody and
domestic violence proceedings. But divorce cases, even in the context of domestic violence,
always occur in Supreme Court, not in Family Court, and litigants do not have a right to
counsel for the full case.
 
So Nanny decided to represent herself.
 
She arrived at the courthouse in Brooklyn and was instantly daunted. “I was nervous,” Nanny
said. “It was like throwing a piece of meat in a lion cage.” Supreme Court officials gave her
piles of paperwork and told her she was on her own. After that, she said, “I just gave up.”
 
Domestic violence survivors seek divorces for reasons both emotional and logistical. They
want to sever their legal and financial ties with their abusers, making sure their assets or
earnings can’t go to their ex-partner, and want to prevent ex-spouses from finding them in



the hospital or making medical decisions for them. Then there’s the issue of marrying again
or having children with someone new. New York has a “presumption of legitimacy” law that
assumes a child born to a married couple belongs to both spouses, even if the parents are
separated.
 
But above all, the women just want to move on with their lives.
 
Marleny, 32, who asked that her last name not be used because she fears legal retribution
from her ex-husband, was one of the luckier ones. It took her only two years to get divorced.
 
Marleny moved with her new husband from the Dominican Republic to the United States in
2005. She knew no one else. Soon, she recalled, he was drinking heavily and often coming
home violent. Sometimes he would disappear for weeks at a time.
 
In 2015, her husband served Marleny with divorce papers, including a request for full
custody of their child. She brought the papers to a lawyer — and then another, and then
another. Each told her the starting fees for her case would be around $6,000. But she worked
part-time at a beauty salon. She, too, ended up at Supreme Court alone.
 
“They said, ‘You have to come back with an attorney,’” she recalled. “‘You cannot see the
judge without an attorney.’” Her case, which involved custody of her son and their shared
home, was too complicated for her to navigate on her own. “I couldn’t do it without an
attorney, and I couldn’t afford an attorney,” Marleny said. “I was at a point where I felt like
everything was over.”
 
Then her husband kicked her out of their home, she said. When Marleny went to her local
police precinct, someone there directed her to the Brooklyn Family Justice Center, a
partnership between the Kings County District Attorney’s office and the Mayor’s Office to
Combat Domestic Violence. There she found a pro bono lawyer who represented her in
Supreme Court, and her divorce was finalized in 2017. She won full custody of her child.
 
Ms. Raymond, too, ultimately found a pro bono lawyer at the New York Legal Assistance
Group who tracked down her husband at his mother’s house, where he was avoiding being
served; the court allowed them to serve his mother instead. On April 12, after two years and
five months, she finally succeeded in divorcing him.
 
“I was so happy,” Ms. Raymond said. Her lawyer sent her the judgment in an email and she
printed it out, almost unbelieving. “I was shouting and giving thanks.”
 
Survivors of abuse trying to get divorced say these organizations have been vital to them —
but there are simply not enough lawyers at nonprofit agencies or city-funded organizations to
match the volume of need.
 
“There’s a strong desire among our clients to divorce their abusers, and a dearth of resources
when it comes to representation in their divorces,” said Amanda Norejko, the director of the
Matrimonial/Economic Justice Project at Sanctuary for Families, a nonprofit.
 
Even for those who obtain pro bono lawyers, cases can drag on for years. Some lawyers and
experts say that abusers deliberately draw out the process, keeping their ex-partners tethered
to them legally. As months turn into years, those seeking the divorce may be more willing to



give in on issues of visitation or child support in order to put an end to the case.
 
Abusive partners can also prolong the process by simply disappearing.
 
Enedina, who asked that her last name not be used because she has an ongoing legal case
against her husband involving a child, experienced this problem firsthand when her husband
moved to Mexico. Although a pro bono lawyer from the New York Legal Assistance Group
is working with her, she still had to hire another agent to serve the papers to him. Her
attempts to track down her husband and serve him the papers have dragged on for years. Now
40, she is coming up on the three-year mark of trying to get a divorce. “I don’t feel free,” she
said one afternoon, sitting in a Starbucks as pop music played in the background. “I’ll
probably be free in 20 years or so.”
 
Single Moms in College Spend Nine Hours a Day on Housework
THE ATLANTIC - Adam Harris
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2018/05/single-moms-college-time-mothers-
day/560165/
 
Every year around this time—when commencement season and Mother’s Day collide—
moms across the country are praised for their grit and resolve. It’s a tough job for just about
anyone. But for 2.1 million single mothers, according to the latest federal data, the normal
difficulties are compounded by the stresses of going to college.
 
For these moms, there may not be enough hours in the day to do all the tasks they have to do
at home, while still going to college. A new report from the Institute for Women’s Policy
Research, a think-tank and advocacy group for advancing women’s status, breaks down the
data on the amount time single mothers in college are spending on their obligations outside of
the classroom compared with women students without children. The analysis, based on data
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ American Time Use Survey, is instructive—and eye-
opening.
 
Single moms who are enrolled in college full-time spend about two hours a day on active
child care, six on supervisory care (meaning time spent looking after their children while
doing another another activity such as cooking or cleaning), and about two hours on
housework; all told, these women are spending upward of nine hours a day on care and
housework. Students without children devote about two hours to all of those activities
combined. And on top of all of that, the report found, single mother college students are
getting less sleep, exercise, and social time than other students. In a separate IWPR study,
nearly half of women who attend community colleges and live with children and attend
community college said they thought they were likely to drop out.
 
“Single mothers in college are doing double and triple duty to make a better life for their
families,” said Lindsey Reichlin Cruse, a researcher at IWPR, in a release that accompanied
the new report, “but too few have the support needed to juggle the competing time demands
of college, parenthood, and employment.”
 
It would make sense, then, that one of the most effective ways to help the population of
students would be to give them back some of their time—time that could be spent on their
classes—through childcare services. However, for many single mothers on campus, finding
affordable childcare isn’t easy. 



 
In 2015, less than half of both public four-year institutions and community colleges had
campus child-care centers. And when those centers did exist, there was often a waiting list for
their services. A 2016 report from IWPR found, the average waiting list at campus childcare
centers was about 80 children long. As the writer Amanda Freeman asked in The Atlantic in
2016, “What does it say about the country’s priorities that it’s easier to find drop-in childcare
while you take Zumba than English 101?”
 
Research on how campus childcare affects graduation is limited, but data from at least one
institution—Monroe Community College in Rochester, New York—suggests it could have a
significant impact. Student parents who used the campus child-care center between 2006 and
2014 were nearly 30 percent more likely to return to college the next fall than student parents
at the same school who didn’t use the service. And those students were 20 percent more
likely to graduate on time.
 
Several colleges have launched programs aimed at students with children. Notably, Bard
Microcollege Holoyke, a collaboration of Bard College and The Care Center, in Holyoke,
Massachusetts, is a first-of-its-kind college created specifically for low-income women
whose educations were interrupted by pregnancy and parenting. And Endicott College, also
in Massachusetts, is home to the “Keys to Degrees” program that is specifically tailored to
provide assistance to young parents—both men and women—and their children.
 
For parents not at one of these specialized institutions, change is coming—slowly: The
federal government injected more money into childcare subsidies, through the Bipartisan
Budget Act of 2018, doubling the funding for the Child Care and Development Block Grant
program, which means that states will have more money that they could allocate for student
parents. And a handful of Democrats introduced legislation in the House and Senate that
would reauthorize the federal grant program specifically designed for on-campus childcare,
but their proposal has not yet gained much bipartisan momentum.
 
Still, as the report suggests, a lot of work remains to be done. States and federal lawmakers
can target financial aid toward student parents. They can also tweak policy to allow college
attendance to count towards work requirements for childcare funding. And, for their part,
colleges can improve their efforts towards making childcare accessible and affordable—and
giving time back to single mothers on campus.
 
Mass Incarceration Is a Public-Health Problem
THE ATLANTIC - Vann R. Newkirk II
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/05/mass-incarceration-is-a-public-health-
problem/559904/
 
Prison is not a healthy place. It’s pretty well established that many who wind up there aren’t
in great health to begin with, and their sentences can exacerbate underlying issues. Solitary
confinement destroys already fragile minds. Incarceration robs men and women of their
youth, regurgitating aged shadows back into the streets. Beatings and abuse at the hands of
officers lead to injury and even death, and violence between inmates is seen as common
enough to pass as normal.
 
But the underlying reasons for the vulnerabilities of the incarcerated are poorly addressed by
policymakers, and there is little understanding of what that vulnerability means en masse, in



the society that incarcerates more people than any other.
 
Harvard University researcher Bruce Western’s new book, Homeward: Life in the Year After
Prison, could add significantly to that understanding, illuminating the role prisons play for the
poor and highlighting the contours of infirmity that mark the lives of incarcerated people,
often from birth to death. While Homeward is a gripping study of the totality of the lives of
people reentering society, it also uncovers the role of the carceral system in breaking bodies
and minds.
 
At the heart of Homeward is the Boston Reentry Study, a longitudinal survey of 122 people
released from Massachusetts Department of Corrections facilities around Boston between
2012 and 2014. Western and his co-researchers followed people over their first year of
reentry, maintaining contact with a notoriously difficult population of people to track. They
followed the cohort through homeless shelters, joblessness, and shifting addresses; through
psychiatric hospitals; and, for some participants, through downward spirals into drugs,
violence, and additional stints in prison.
 
The book is unsparing, providing windows into the experiences of even some hardened and
violent offenders in order to “bear witness to the lives of those held captive in America’s
experiment with mass incarceration,” as Western writes.
 
There’s Jerry, a sex offender who lived in a homeless shelter because his conviction made
him ineligible for public housing. There’s Eddie, a middle-aged black veteran who first fights
his crack addiction but later succumbs, and eventually resorts to street scams to support his
habit before he’s incarcerated again. There’s the tragedy of Aman, a young Afro-Caribbean
man diagnosed with schizophrenia who says his sole reason for participating in the study is to
have “friends like yourselves to come by.” There’s Maria, who manages to banish her heroin
addiction and pick up carpentry. Western’s academic prose belies the fact that he tells dozens
of Sisyphean tragedies, with even the personal victories accompanied by setbacks.
 
These narratives, buttressed with reams of data, serve as valuable observations on the
difficult nature of reentry and the range of likely poor outcomes, of which recidivism is only
a part. In the six months after release, most of the Boston Reentry Study participants were in
poverty, leaning on government benefits and family support to survive. Respondents rarely
found full-time employment, although 43 percent found some kind of work—mostly temp
jobs—within two months. Women respondents were especially vulnerable to violence. And
there were significant racial disparities in support and economic access. Even black and
Latino participants with strong support networks found themselves less likely to land jobs
than white men with few contacts or no connections at all.
 
But perhaps the most intriguing findings of Western’s study are those related to what he calls
“human frailty.” When I asked Western to define the term, he said that it involves “the
mental infirmity and the physical problems that accumulate with people under poverty.”
 
As Homeward describes, the Boston Reentry Study found that, along with poverty, human
frailty is perhaps the defining feature of incarceration. Fifty-four percent of the reentry
population reported a history of problems with drugs or alcohol. Two-thirds had a history of
mental illness or addiction. One-third reported serious back pain, arthritis, or some other
disability. Oftentimes, many people entering prison have chronic diseases stemming from
drug use, along with other unmet physical and mental needs—needs that immediately become



unmet again upon reentry, when their institutionalized care ends.
 
“The general finding is that physical health tends to improve in prison and then dramatically
declines after people leave prison,” Western told me. “This is mostly because they’re better
able to manage chronic conditions while they’re in prison, and they’re able to stay on their
meds and so on.”
 
Mental health is another realm altogether, and Homeward illuminates the staggering burden
of mental-health and addiction issues that the violence and isolation of prison can exacerbate.
“We know far less about people’s mental-health status and the management of mental illness
on the inside, and certainly we heard reports of depression, PTSD, anxiety, and such on the
inside,” Western told me.
 
As grim a picture as Homeward paints, the case study actually describes a best-case scenario
in the United States: Massachusetts has a relatively robust state Medicaid program that
automatically enrolls people upon reentry, and can provide low- or no-cost services,
including mental-health services. But the book shows, in detail, how people leaving prison
don’t often seek care before major problems manifest.
 
“So much happens in those first 30 days, and there’s so many other kinds of stress that
they’re dealing with,” Western said. People have to adjust to the minutiae of everyday life
that was previously under tight control or unavailable to them—think walking in crowds,
using telephones, and taking public transit. Sudden exposure to the hustle and bustle of
Boston almost seems to be a trauma unto itself for people still coping with the long-term
effects of prison.
 
The picture Western paints is bleakest for people dealing with substance abuse. While the
enforced prohibition of drugs in prisons forces sobriety on inmates, Homeward shows how
difficult it can be to remain sober upon reentry. Heavy substance abuse is known for straining
familial and friend networks, and imprisonment often involves the intentional severing of
those networks.
 
Homeward chronicles the lives of several people with addictions who leave prison with
threadbare social networks. Almost invariably they wind up using again, end up back in
prison, or both. The point of failure is often one that many outsiders might sneer at: personal
willpower. But the willpower needed to overcome addictions without social support can be
easily eroded, Western argues. “Much of the agency—the will to change—that even our most
humane rehabilitative programs ask of people in prison is compromised by precisely the
physical and mental difficulties that places them at risk of incarceration in the first place,”
Western writes. “The people we ask to make the largest changes in their lives often have the
least capacity to do so.”
 
This seems to be true of the entire project of incarceration. Especially in the realm of
physical and mental health, poor people and people of color have the least resources and the
least capacity to treat illness and promote wellness. That much is known—those groups are
prone to higher rates of obesity, diabetes, kidney failure, asthma, and almost every other
mortality indicator, including undiagnosed or poorly managed mental-health issues. Instead
of extending the safety net to deal with these factors, it’s prison time that’s extended: People
with drug-use and mental-health issues are incarcerated rather than funneled toward
treatment and preventative care—a punishment that worsens both physical and mental-health



outcomes for them and their families.
 
For Western, this is the fundamental problem uncovered in his study: Instead of finding root
causes for chaos, violence, and instability, every wrong is attributed to individual agency—
even when agency is eroded by health problems. “The fundamental thing about the criminal-
justice system is that it’s a blaming system,” Western told me. “But the health-care system
attends to causes and physical and mental vulnerability. If we want to do that, then we can’t
be involved in a blaming system.”
 
As Western notes in Homeward, the very premise of incarceration is built on a contradiction.
It’s increasingly clear that many people who go to prison are incarcerated because they are
ill, and also that poverty erodes agency and wellness in a way that creates conditions for
crime, violence, and addiction. Instead of investing in the necessary services to heal those
people, society instead punishes them in a prison system lacking in rehabilitative services.
The end result is not only generations of frail people, but frail communities that can’t do
much more than repeat the cycle.
 
The Burnout Crisis in American Medicine
THE ATLANTIC - Rena Xu
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/05/the-burnout-crisis-in-health-
care/559880/
 
During a recent evening on call in the hospital, I was asked to see an elderly woman with a
failing kidney. She’d come in feeling weak and short of breath and had been admitted to the
cardiology service because it seemed her heart wasn’t working right. Among other tests, she
had been scheduled for a heart-imaging procedure the following morning; her doctors were
worried that the vessels in her heart might be dangerously narrowed. But then they
discovered that one of her kidneys wasn’t working, either. The ureter, a tube that drains urine
from the kidney to the bladder, was blocked, and relieving the blockage would require minor
surgery. This presented a dilemma. Her planned heart-imaging test would require contrast
dye, which could only be given if her kidney function was restored—but surgery with a
damaged heart was risky.
 
I went to the patient’s room, where I found her sitting alone in a reclining chair by the
window, hands folded in her lap under a blanket. She smiled faintly when I walked in, but
the creasing of her face was the only movement I detected. She didn’t look like someone who
could bounce back from even a small misstep in care. The risks of surgery, and by extension
the timing of it, would need to be considered carefully.
 
I called the anesthesiologist in charge of the operating room schedule to ask about
availability. If the cardiology department cleared her for surgery, he said, he could fit her in
the following morning. I then called the on-call cardiologist to ask whether it would be safe
to proceed. He hesitated. “I’m just covering,” he said. “I don’t know her well enough to say
one way or the other.” He offered to pass on the question to her regular cardiologist.
 
A while later, he called back: The regular cardiologist had given her blessing. After some
more calls, the preparations were made. My work was done, I thought. But then the phone
rang: It was the anesthesiologist, apologetic. “The computer system,” he said. “It’s not letting
me book the surgery.” Her appointment for heart imaging, which had been made before her
kidney problems were discovered, was still slated for the following morning; the system



wouldn’t allow another procedure at the same time. So I called the cardiologist yet again, this
time asking him to reschedule the heart study. But doctors weren’t allowed to change the
schedule, he told me, and the administrators with access to it wouldn’t be reachable until
morning.
 
I felt deflated. For hours, my attention had been consumed by challenges of coordination
rather than actual patient care. And still the patient was at risk of experiencing delays for both
of the things she needed—not for any medical reason, but simply because of an inflexible
computer system and a poor workflow.
 
Situations like this are not rare, and they are vexing in part because they expose the widening
gap between the ideal and reality of medicine. Doctors become doctors because they want to
take care of patients. Their decade-long training focuses almost entirely on the substance of
medicine—on diagnosing and treating illness. In practice, though, many of their challenges
relate to the operations of medicine—managing a growing number of patients, coordinating
care across multiple providers, documenting it all. Regulations governing the use of
electronic medical records (EMRs), first introduced in the Health Information Technology for
Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH) Act in 2009, have gotten more and more
demanding, while expanded insurance coverage from the Affordable Care Act may have
contributed to an uptrend in patient volume at many health centers. These changes are taking
a toll on physicians: There’s some evidence that the administrative burden of medicine—and
with it, the proportion of burned-out doctors—is on the rise. A study published last year in
Health Affairs reported that from 2011 to 2014, physicians spent progressively more time on
“desktop medicine” and less on face-to-face patient care. Another study found that the
percentage of physicians reporting burnout increased over the same period; by 2014, more
than half said they were affected.
 
To understand how burnout arises, imagine a young chef. At the restaurant where she works,
Bistro Med, older chefs are retiring faster than new ones can be trained, and the customer
base is growing, which means she has to cook more food in less time without compromising
quality. This tall order is made taller by various ancillary tasks on her plate: bussing tables,
washing dishes, coordinating with other chefs so orders aren’t missed, even calling the credit-
card company when cards get declined.
 
Then the owners announce that to get paid for her work, this chef must document everything
she cooks in an electronic record. The requirement sounds reasonable at first but proves to be
a hassle of bewildering proportions. She can practically make eggs Benedict in her sleep, but
enter “egg” into the computer system? Good luck. There are separate entries for white and
brown eggs; egg whites, yolks, or both; cage-free and non-cage-free; small, medium, large,
and jumbo. To log every ingredient, she ends up spending more time documenting her
preparation than actually preparing the dish. And all the while, the owners are pressuring her
to produce more and produce faster.
 
It wouldn’t be surprising if, at some point, the chef decided to quit. Or maybe she doesn’t quit
—after all, she spent all those years in training—but her declining morale inevitably affects
the quality of her work.
 
In medicine, burned-out doctors are more likely to make medical errors, work less efficiently,
and refer their patients to other providers, increasing the overall complexity (and with it, the
cost) of care. They’re also at high risk of attrition: A survey of nearly 7,000 U.S. physicians,



published last year in the Mayo Clinic Proceedings, reported that one in 50 planned to leave
medicine altogether in the next two years, while one in five planned to reduce clinical hours
over the next year. Physicians who self-identified as burned out were more likely to follow
through on their plans to quit.
 
What makes the burnout crisis especially serious is that it is hitting us right as the gap
between the supply and demand for health care is widening: A quarter of U.S. physicians are
expected to retire over the next decade, while the number of older Americans, who tend to
need more health care, is expected to double by 2040. While it might be tempting to point to
the historically competitive rates of medical-school admissions as proof that the talent
pipeline for physicians won’t run dry, there is no guarantee. Last year, for the first time in at
least a decade, the volume of medical school applications dropped—by nearly 14,000,
according to data from the Association of American Medical Colleges. By the association’s
projections, we may be short 100,000 physicians or more by 2030.
 
Some are trying to address the projected deficiency by increasing the number of practicing
doctors. The Resident Physician Shortage Reduction Act, legislation introduced last year in
Congress, would add 15,000 residency spots over a five-year period. Certain medical schools
have reduced their duration, and some residency programs are offering opportunities for
earlier specialization, effectively putting trainees to work sooner. But these efforts are
unlikely to be sufficient. A second strategy becomes vital: namely, improving the workflow
of medicine so that physicians are empowered to do their job well and derive satisfaction
from it.
 
Just as chefs are most valuable when cooking, doctors are most valuable when doing what
they were trained to do—treating patients. Likewise, non-physicians are better suited to
accomplish many of the tasks that currently fall upon physicians. The use of medical scribes
during clinic visits, for instance, not only frees doctors to talk with their patients but also
potentially yields better documentation. A study published last month in the World Journal of
Urology reported that the introduction of scribes in a urology practice significantly increased
physician efficiency, work satisfaction, and revenue.
 
Meanwhile, there’s evidence that patients are more satisfied with their care when nurse
practitioners or physician assistants provide some of it. This may be because these non-
physicians spend more time than doctors on counseling patients and answering questions. In
a perfectly efficient division of labor, physicians might focus on formulating diagnoses and
treatment plans, with non-physicians overseeing routine health maintenance, discussing
lifestyle changes, and educating patients on their medical conditions and treatment needs.
Fortunately, over the next decade, employment of nurse practitioners and physician assistants
in the United States is expected to grow by more than 30 percent; that compares with overall
expected job growth of just 7 percent.
 
Yet the solution to health care’s labor problem isn’t simply to hire more staff; if not done
right, that could make coordination even more cumbersome. A health-care organization’s
success, in the years ahead, will depend on its success at delegating responsibilities among
physicians and non-physicians, training the non-physicians to do their work independently,
and empowering everyone—not just doctors—to shape a patient’s care and be accountable
for the results.
 
Technology can make doctors’ lives easier, but also a lot harder. Consider the internet: It’s



made information infinitely more attainable, but it takes time to find what one needs and to
filter the accurate material from the inaccurate. The same goes for medicine. Technologies
such as telemedicine, which allows for online doctor visits, can make health care more
accessible and effective. But the use of EMRs, which is now federally mandated, is
frequently cited as one of the main contributors to burnout. EMRs are often designed with
billing rather than patient care in mind, and they can be frustrating and time-consuming to
navigate. One attending doctor I know, tired of wading through a morass of irrelevant
information, writes notes in the electronic chart but in parallel keeps summaries of his
patients’ medical histories on hand-written index cards.
 
One can imagine a better EMR system, built around what health-care providers need. Today,
in the absence of more effective tools, medical colleagues rely on email to coordinate patient
care—or phone, as in the case of my kidney patient. But email chains can get buried in an
inbox, and phone calls are rarely practical for coordinating between more than two people at
a time. Neither mode of communication gets linked to a patient’s record, which means work
is at risk of either getting lost or being replicated. But what if we were to integrate a tool into
the electronic record that made clear what a patient’s active medical issues were, assigned
responsibility to providers for overseeing those issues, and helped them to coordinate with
each other? A dynamic EMR that didn’t just give physicians more information, but also
helped them to prioritize, share, and act upon that information, would be far more useful than
what currently exists.
 
As the world changes—as populations grow and technology advances—it is becoming
essential that the workflow of medicine change alongside it. Fortunately for the patient with
the failing kidney, the anesthesiologist was willing to get creative. Despite being unable to
book the surgery, he unofficially reserved a slot for her and made the rest of his staff aware.
The patient underwent the procedure the next morning, followed by her previously planned
heart study. Everything worked out in the end. But I couldn’t help thinking: It shouldn’t be
this hard to do the right thing.
 
Are We Finally Getting Over the Belief That Periods Are Embarrassing?
THE NATION - Katha Pollitt
https://www.thenation.com/article/are-we-finally-getting-over-the-belief-that-periods-are-
embarrassing/
 
When is a necessity not a necessity? When it’s a product used by half the population every
month for 35 to 40 years, but never even once by the other half. In case you haven’t figured it
out yet, I’m talking about menstrual supplies. Pads and tampons cost women up to $120 a
year—and that’s not counting pain relievers like Midol or Advil. Over a lifetime, it can add
up to as much as $4,500.
 
Menstrual supplies have been in the news thanks to attempts by activists in several states to
repeal the so-called tampon tax—the sales tax levied on menstrual supplies in 36 states. The
rationale for applying sales tax to menstrual products is that they are luxuries, not necessities,
which any woman can tell you is ridiculous. These are not products women can simply
choose not to use, like perfume or cosmetics. It is indeed insulting that women, who already
earn less than men, are taxed for an essential product that only women use—a tax, let us not
forget, originally levied by male lawmakers, and sometimes preserved by them, too. Four
states have dropped the tax in recent years, but when California legislators voted to do the
same, Governor Jerry Brown vetoed it: The state, with its proposed $190 billion budget, just



couldn’t do without the $20 million women paid in each year. (He vetoed getting rid of the
tax on diapers, too.)
 
Dropping the tax would be a fine symbolic gesture, but a more immediate problem is that
menstrual products aren’t covered by food stamps or by WIC coupons (neither are soap,
toilet paper, or the other basics of modern hygiene—as if people down on their luck don’t
deserve to be clean). Imagine the stress this induces in poor women: Will I have enough to
get through those days? What if I cut back on changing my pad and bleed through? Every
year in the United States, one out of four women struggles to come up with the money to pay
for menstrual products, and one in five low-income women misses school, work, or some
other commitment because she didn’t have adequate supplies. You don’t hear much about it
because eew, periods. It’s a lot like the stress of paying for diapers (also not covered by food
stamps), which a Yale study showed was connected to depression in low-income mothers and
grandmothers.
 
The National Diaper Bank Network, which provides millions of diapers to poor parents and
grandparents and has done so much to make diaper need a political issue, wants to do the
same for menstrual supplies. On May 1, the network launched the Alliance for Period
Supplies, with about 50 allied programs across the country. The program’s goal is simple: to
make menstrual supplies free or affordable to all. “Talking about diapers in relation to
poverty is not easy,” Joanne Samuel Goldblum, executive director of the Diaper Bank and
founder of the alliance, told me when we spoke by phone, “but once you start the
conversation, people get it. Periods are the next step.”
 
If so, that will mark a welcome and long-overdue cultural shift. Diapers, after all, are about
babies—sweet, lovable, helpless babies. Menstruation is about females—their rebellious
bodies, their dangerous sexuality and fertility. Periods have always been a source of shame
and humiliation for women; not for nothing is menstruation called “the curse,” or that ads for
menstrual supplies typically show beautiful women in long white dresses idling in fields of
flowers. This shame, and the silence around it, has allowed for garden-variety unfairness—as
Nancy Kramer of the campaign Free the Tampons has pointed out, public and school
restrooms provide free toilet paper and soap, so why not free menstrual products? Shame and
silence have also enabled outright cruelty. As NPR Illinois has reported, Chicago’s Noble
Network of Charter Schools has such strict policies about bathroom use that girls are bleeding
through their clothes while waiting for escorts to take them to the restroom. In response,
administrators on some campuses changed the dress code so that girls could tie sweaters
around their waists to hide the bloodstains. (The Noble Network denies that there’s a
problem.) I’m quite sure the people who instituted this policy can use the ladies’ room
whenever they need to, and do not require themselves to go around in bloodstained clothes
covered by a telltale sweater for boys to mock. Haven’t they ever been teenagers?
 
There are signs that a cultural shift is happening. The Noble Network story got a lot of
attention. The issue of providing sufficient supplies to women in prison has gotten a lot of
attention, too—and it’s about time, considering that a box of 16 pads can cost a woman
prisoner 21 hours’ pay. As of August 2017, federal prisons provide an unlimited supply of
pads and tampons, as do the prison systems in New York City, Colorado, Virginia, Maryland,
Nebraska, and Arizona, with Connecticut on the way. In the House of Representatives, the
Menstrual Equity for All Act would let women use flexible-spending accounts to pay for
menstrual products. (Only Democrats are co-sponsoring the bill, which is probably why
GovTrack reports its chance of passage at 1 percent.) In the Senate, the Dignity Act would



codify prisoners’ access to pads, tampons, and non-prescription painkillers (chance of
passage: 10 percent).
 
The Alliance for Period Supplies is pushing legislative efforts to increase access while also
organizing grassroots drives to collect supplies for poor and homeless women. You can get
involved, too. Ask your church, synagogue, community group, or school to collect supplies.
Educate yourself, your community, and your legislators about period poverty. If you’d like to
know more, pick up a copy of Periods Gone Public: Taking a Stand for Menstrual Equity by
Jennifer Weiss-Wolf. Too busy? Donate. Strapped for cash? Buy U by Kotex products at
CVS until June 2 to support a donation of up to 1 million pads and tampons. And because no
cause these days is complete without a hashtag, raise awareness on social media with
#addpads and #endperiodpoverty. For more information, visit allianceforperiodsupplies.org.
 
Opinion: Insurance Companies Set An Unreasonable Bar For Mental Health Coverage
HUFFINGTON POST - Brian Barnett
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-barnett-mental-health-
insurance_us_5af210b1e4b00a3224ee0d42
 
“I’m not able to authorize payment.”
 
It’s a line I’ve heard many times in the five years I’ve been practicing psychiatry, so I was
ready for it. I’d been on the phone for 45 minutes telling the insurance company
representative how my patient came into the hospital emergency room so depressed he could
hardly function. How he’d missed nearly every day of work for the last few weeks and was
close to losing his job.
 
My patient was resilient and determined to beat his depression. He’d been looking for months
for an outpatient psychiatrist who accepted his insurance. Unfortunately, many insurers pay
mental health providers so poorly and make it so difficult to get compensated that nearly half
of psychiatrists don’t accept insurance at all. Now he was on a six-week waiting list.
 
None of that mattered, though. A complex man dealing with complex issues had been
reduced to a binary variable by his insurer: suicidal, or not suicidal. And because my patient
fell into the latter category, he didn’t meet his insurance company’s “medical necessity”
requirement. He could still come to the hospital for help, sure, but only if he were willing to
pay thousands of dollars out of pocket for treatment.
 
My patient didn’t have that kind of money. He could barely make rent.
 
Before I decided to specialize in psychiatry, I assumed a person in need of mental health care
would have the same access to treatment one has for medical conditions like kidney stones,
pneumonia or seizures. Instead, mental health patients and their providers face a mountain of
bureaucratic obstacles that other patients are spared.
 
The look of disappointment on this man’s face when I explained he wasn’t considered
depressed enough to be hospitalized was unmistakable. Had he shown up with a general
medical condition, he would’ve been welcomed into the hospital almost immediately. But
because he had a mental illness that hadn’t yet reached the most critical of states, and
because he wasn’t a wealthy man, he couldn’t come in.
 



That night, like many others prior and since, I left work with a great sense of guilt for
participating in a system that regularly fails people in need.
 
The bar is set incredibly high these days when it comes to insurance coverage for psychiatric
admission. Even when patients have just attempted suicide, many insurers still require prior
authorization by phone before admission. And until the insurance company agrees to pay, the
patient must wait, usually in the emergency room. Each phone call eats up a psychiatrist’s
time ― 38 minutes on average ― and makes delivering efficient care extremely difficult.
Some nights, I make six or more of these calls, leaving patients waiting for hours.
 
When it comes to general medical hospitalizations, on the other hand, no phone calls are
required. You simply tell the patient they are being admitted, and that’s that. No forms, no
conversations, no questions. Insurers trust our judgment. Not the case with psychiatric
hospitalizations. In the U.S., outright denials for mental health care occur twice as frequently
as denials for general medical care.
 
The discrimination is obvious for anyone willing to see it.
 
Insurers reduce costs with this prior authorization strategy, not just by overt treatment denial
but also by its ability to deter the offering of psychiatric hospitalizations as a treatment option
in the first place. In busy emergency rooms, if a provider knows that a prior authorization
call awaits, the decisional balance often moves toward less-comprehensive treatment options
that don’t require a call.
 
The public seems aware something is wrong with our mental health care system, but as
someone who toils daily inside the opaque maze, I see how it’s designed to keep patients out
and providers tied up. People dealing with mental illness and addiction flood hospitals, but
insurer tactics, along with paltry government funding, have choked off delivery of care to a
mere trickle.
 
Compounding matters, America is currently seeing a decrease in the number of psychiatric
beds as government-funded psychiatric hospitals close and as other hospitals decide against
adding beds due to poor insurer reimbursement. So even if insurers approve a hospitalization,
patients often have to wait until a bed at a psychiatric facility opens up. A patient seeking
medical admission usually waits about four hours in the emergency room; a patient seeking
psychiatric admission waits about 22 hours if being transferred to an outside psychiatric
facility. Some of my patients have waited for days.  
 
To understand just how deeply the discrimination against the mentally ill is ingrained in our
insurance system, flip over your own health insurance card. Most providers list a different
phone contact for mental health and addiction services.
 
Why? Because these services are often “carved out” to other companies that work to reduce
their use by creating labyrinths of prior authorization requirements for everything from
medications to residential treatment. A call to that phone number means entering a separate
insurance system where discrimination reigns.
 
Despite incredible profits, insurers won’t give us a break. This is a natural consequence of a
poorly regulated, profit-driven industry paying for our health care. Those with mental illness
― and others who cannot advocate for themselves ― get excluded.



 
Why have we allowed our mental health care system to reach this breaking point? We all
know by now mental illness is common, and when it goes untreated it stifles not only our
economy but also our society as a whole. The Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act
of 2008 and the Affordable Care Act were supposed to help end mental health
discrimination, but their requirements don’t go far enough and are rarely enforced. Further
parity requirements were passed in 2016, but government agencies didn’t give insurers any
guidance on compliance until just last week, when they were finally pressed by the Senate
Health Committee. 
 
Our mental health insurance system needs serious reform. We’ve waited long enough for
insurers to recognize that the brain — the organ that directs all the other ones — can
malfunction just like the heart, the kidneys and the liver. The problems that arise when this
occurs are extremely complex but largely treatable. Is it too much to ask that insurers allot a
fair share of spending to tackle these challenges? I don’t think it is.
 
The effects of untreated mental illness ripple through generations, as any person who has
grown up in a home with a parent suffering from depression, addiction or personality
disorder can attest. A society that truly values the future of its children will not continue to
defer its commitment to the task at hand.
 
Money is at the root of the issue. We need funding for more mental health providers and
psychiatric beds, and much more equitable insurance practices so patients with mental illness
can access the care they need when they need it ― before they’ve reached the point of
suicide.
 
Accomplishing this will require political leaders who can break free from the trance of the
current political sideshow in Washington, recognize the gravity of the situation and work in a
bipartisan manner to relegate our shattered mental health care system to the tattered, yellow
pages of history books. Because while we wait, emergency rooms and prisons overflow with
the mentally ill, suicides continue to climb past record highs and overdose deaths soar.
 
Our nation’s psyche can’t bear separate but equal treatment for much longer.
 
If you or someone you know needs help, call 1-800-273-8255 for the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline. You can also text HOME to 741-741 for free, 24-hour support from the
Crisis Text Line. Outside of the U.S., please visit the International Association for Suicide
Prevention for a database of resources.
 
Brian Barnett is a fellow in the Partners HealthCare Addiction Psychiatry Fellowship and at
Harvard Medical School. His research focuses on substance use disorders, as well as mental
health services in the United States and Malawi. You can follow him on Twitter
@BrianBarnettMD.
 
14 Things You Can Do Every Day To Protect Your Mental Health As You Age
HUFFINGTON POST - Nicole Pajer
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/mental-health-as-you-
age_us_5af1c1bbe4b041fd2d2b80cf
 
Aging brings you face to face with the loss of loved ones, children leaving the nest and



physical changes such as reduced energy levels. These types of events can “give rise to
negative emotions such as sadness, anxiety, loneliness and lowered self-esteem,” according
to the American Psychological Association. Growing older can also come with a slew of
positive changes like the opportunity to travel, more time to spend with grandchildren and the
chance to take on a new hobby.
 
“But any kind of change, even joyful changes, can bring up a variety of emotions, including
anxiety, overwhelm, loneliness and depression,” said Connie Habash, a licensed marriage and
family therapist in Menlo Park, California. Therefore, it’s essential to make your mental
health a priority, especially throughout your later years.
 
Here are a handful of ways in which you can emotionally support yourself throughout the
journey of growing older:
 
1. Meditate
 
“Meditation is a great way to protect your mental health as you age,” said Jodi Baretz, a
licensed clinical social worker and author of Mindful Is the New Skinny. “Not only does it
train your brain to focus and improve your attention, it also decreases anxiety and increases
your ability to enjoy the everyday moments of your life.”
 
Baretz added that meditation can also increase your tolerance of the uncomfortable and help
you become less reactive, which decreases stress and emotional overwhelm. And studies
show that it may go a long way in preventing age-related cognitive decline.
 
2. Stay connected
As people get older, there can be a tendency to withdraw from others. Retirement, friends
passing, kids moving away all contribute to this social isolation. But it’s important to trade a
night in with Netflix for an occasional dinner out with friends.
 
“The most important thing you can do is stay in communication with others,” said Colleen
Mullen, a licensed marriage and family therapist at San Diego’s Coaching Through Chaos.
“Find a new social group, swim, play Bingo, join a walking group or book club.” Mullen also
noted that staying socially connected keeps your mind in a healthier place, which can in turn
positively boost your overall well-being.
 
3. Adopt an attitude of gratitude
Studies suggest that taking a moment to count your blessings can boost your happiness.
“Practicing gratitude has been demonstrated to help people manage stress, decrease
depression, increase empathy and decrease aggression,” Mullen said.
 
Steven M. Sultanoff, a clinical psychologist in Costa Mesa, California, suggested ending your
day by recalling three things that you are grateful for at the moment.
 
4. Check in with your body
Between smartphones, television and a 24/7 news cycle, our minds are always busy. But
mindfulness has been linked to reduced anxiety and the reduction of mental stress. However,
a “mindful body scan” may help whenever you are feeling overwhelmed, according to Karinn
Glover, an assistant professor of the department of psychiatry and behavioral sciences at
Albert Einstein College of Medicine.



 
The process is simple: Spend five to 15 minutes breathing deeply and focusing your thoughts
on your body, sensations, areas of discomfort or tension, starting at your feet and moving
upward progressively until you get to the top of your head, Glover said.
 
“It’s a wonderful way to practice getting in touch with your body so stress and tension don’t
become overwhelming,” Glover added.
 
5. Get moving
 
“Exercise increases blood flow to the brain, which brings oxygen, which helps prevent the
dreaded ‘brain fog’ that so many women complain about once they reach a certain estrogen-
deprived age,” said Maria Shriver, founder of The Woman’s Alzheimer’s Movement, also
known as Move for Minds. For the best results, the organization recommends a combination
of aerobic exercise and weight or resistance training.
 
6. Try something new
“Keep an open mind,” said Susan London, director of social work at Shore View Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center. She suggested taking any opportunity possible to step out of your
comfort zone.
 
“You never know the kinds of experiences you might have as a result of this, and it could
change the course of your life without you even realizing it,” London added.
 
Shriver also advocated for challenging your mind. “Mental activity offers benefits to brain
health. Learn something new to create new neural connections,” Shriver said. Try studying
an unfamiliar language or taking up an instrument.
 
7. Pop a probiotic
Approximately 90 percent of serotonin (the neurotransmitter in the brain that releases feel-
good chemicals) is made in the belly, along with other important mood-regulating
neurotransmitters, said Sarah Morgan, a functional nutritionist and founder of Buddies In My
Belly.
 
“The neurotransmitters made in the belly directly impact brain functions like mood, memory,
focus, sense of well-being and more,” she explained.
 
Research suggests that taking a daily probiotic may help ward off depression. Morgan also
recommended eating a diet high in plant foods that are rich in prebiotic fibers to keep your
gut bacteria “healthy and happy.” This includes vegetables, nuts, seeds, fruit, beans and
whole grains.
 
8. Form a new routine
Many Americans strive to retire by the age of 65. But sitting at home all day with nothing to
do can take a toll on you emotionally. According to Ramani Durvasula, a professor of
psychology at California State University, “having a routine can provide meaning and
purpose, which many view as two of the most essential ingredients for health.” Sign up to
volunteer, take on a part-time job in an industry that has always fascinated you, try a new
hobby, become a mentor or get involved in local civic activities.
 



9. Get your Zs
“As you age, unfortunately, insomnia becomes an issue for many Americans, afflicting
almost half of adults over the age of 60,” said Bill Fish, a certified sleep science coach and
co-founder of Tuck.
 
A lack of sleep can lead to mental health ailments such as anxiety and depression. And a
2012 study linked sleeplessness with an increased risk of Alzheimer’s.
 
“Your brain goes through a rebooting process each night, essentially recharging itself, so we
feel brighter and refreshed in the morning,” Fish said. “If you aren’t achieving the
recommended sleep of seven to nine hours per night, you aren’t giving the brain a chance to
recover to take on the day ahead.”
 
10. Practice self-love
 
Developing a compassionate relationship with your body will go a long way in helping you to
combat any dissatisfaction that may coincide with the process of aging. Richard Matzkin,
psychotherapist and co-author of Art Of Aging, suggested practicing positive affirmations
and visualization to achieve this.
 
“The thing that kills self-love most is negative self-judgment,” he said. “You can counter this
with positive self-talk. When negativity arises, rather than allowing yourself to be drawn into
self-defeating, negative thoughts, replace it with thoughts about what you like about
yourself.”
 
11. See a therapist
 
If you begin to feel sad, frustrated or anxious, you might want to consider giving therapy a
try.
 
“Therapists can help identify counterproductive patterns in thinking and emotion that will
help you get back to loving life quickly, should you hit a rough spot,” said Whitney Owens, a
licensed clinical psychologist in Las Vegas.
 
Grief can also be a reason to call in a professional. There is no shame in getting support from
an experienced practitioner who understands what you are going through.
 
“Don’t ignore the signs. If you are experiencing grief for an inordinate amount of time,
usually longer than a year after the loss of a loved one, don’t be afraid to seek help,” London
said.
 
12. Keep a positive support system
Having a good support system can help to tackle conditions like stress and depression.
Surround yourself with people who love and care about you. That also means cutting out
toxic people.
 
“Stop catering to people who suck your drive. Let them go,” Durvasula, the professor of
psychology, said.
 
13. Laugh out loud



Next time something makes you laugh, take note and try to include more of that in your life.
 
“Happiness goes hand-in-hand with laughing, and humor is a great stress reliever,” said
James Polo, a psychiatrist in Tacoma, Washington. “Mentally fit individuals tend to take time
to celebrate funny things and laugh about them out loud.”
 
14. Spend time in nature
 
Going outdoors can improve your physical and mental health. So whether you spend time in
your yard pruning the bushes, going for a hike in the forest, or simply sitting in a local park
to take in the peace and serenity, getting outside may help to brighten your day.
 
“The feelings of awe and gratitude when we stand atop a stunning vista or when we see a
rose slowly bloom in our garden, uplift us and maintain our appreciation of the beauty that
we have in our lives all around us,” Habash said.
 
Why kids and teens may face far more anxiety these days
WASHINGTON POST - Amy Ellis Nutt
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2018/05/10/why-kids-and-teens-
may-face-far-more-anxiety-these-days/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.ce483ac77c19
 
When it comes to treating anxiety in children and teens, Instagram, Twitter and Facebook are
the bane of therapists' work.
 
“With (social media), it's all about the self-image — who's 'liking' them, who's watching
them, who clicked on their picture,” said Marco Grados, associate professor of psychiatry and
clinical director of child and adolescent psychiatry at Johns Hopkins Hospital. “Everything
can turn into something negative ... [K]ids are exposed to that day after day, and it's not good
for them.”
 
Anxiety, not depression, is the leading mental health issue among American youths, and
clinicians and research both suggest it is rising. The latest study was published in April in the
Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics. Based on data collected from the
National Survey of Children’s Health for ages 6 to 17, researchers found a 20 percent
increase in diagnoses of anxiety between 2007 and 2012. (The rate of depression over that
same time period ticked up 0.2 percent.)
 
Philip Kendall, director of the Child and Adolescent Anxiety Disorders Clinic at Temple
University and a practicing psychologist, was not surprised by the results and applauded the
study for its “big picture” approach.
 
“There is definitely a rise in the identification of kids with serious anxiety,” he said. They are
“growing up in an environment of volatility, where schools have lockdowns, where there are
wars across borders. We used to have high confidence in our environment — now we have
an environment that anticipates catastrophe.”
 
The data on anxiety among 18- and 19-year-olds is even starker. Since 1985, the Higher
Education Research Institute at UCLA has been asking incoming college freshmen if they
“felt overwhelmed” by all they had to do. The first year, 18 percent replied yes. By 2000, that
climbed to 28 percent. By 2016, to nearly 41 percent.



 
The same pattern is clear when comparing modern-day teens to those of their grandparents'
or great-grandparents' era. One of the oldest surveys in assessing personality traits and
psychopathology is the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, which dates to the
Great Depression and remains in use today. When Jean Twenge, a professor of psychology at
San Diego State University, looked at the MMPI responses from more than 77,500 high
school and college students over the decades, she found that five times as many students in
2007 “surpassed thresholds” in more than one mental health category than they did in 1938.
Anxiety and depression were six times more common.
 
Statistics on anxiety in children and younger adolescents aren't easy to come by. The study
published last month was based on the National Survey of Children's Health, which the
researchers noted “is the only national data source to evaluate the presence of anxiety and
depression on a regular basis.” The findings were limited, though, and relied on the reports of
parents and guardians as to whether a health-care professional had ever told them their child
was suffering from one of those conditions.
 
Those responding yes were asked to describe the level of both anxiety and depression in
their children: 10.7 percent said their child’s depression was severe, and 15.2 percent who
listed their child's anxiety at that level.
 
Among the study's other findings: Anxiety and depression were more commonly found
among white and non-Hispanic children, and children with anxiety or depression were more
likely than their peers to be obese. The researchers acknowledge that the survey method —
parents reporting what they were told by their child's doctor — likely skewed the results.
 
Grados often identifies anxiety in the children and adolescents he sees as part of his clinical
practice in Baltimore. “I have a wide range [of patients], take all insurances, do inpatients,
day hospital, outpatients, and see anxiety across all strata,” he said.
 
The causes of that anxiety also include classroom pressures, according to Grados. “Now
we're measuring everything,” he said. “School is putting so much pressure on them with the
competitiveness ... I've seen eighth graders admitted as inpatients, saying they have to choose
a career!”
 
Yet even one of the latest study's authors acknowledges that it can be difficult to tease out the
truth about the rise in anxiety.
 
“If you look at past studies,” said John T. Walkup, chairman of the Department of Psychiatry
at Lurie Children’s Hospital in Chicago, “you don’t know if the conditions themselves are
increasing or clinicians are making the diagnosis more frequently due to advocacy or public
health efforts.”
 
Nearly a third of all adolescents ages 13 to 18 will experience an anxiety disorder during
their lifetime, according to the National Institutes of Health, with the incidence among girls
(38.0 percent) far outpacing that among boys (26.1 percent).
 
Identifying anxiety in kids and getting them help is paramount, according to clinicians.
“Anxiety can be an early stage of other conditions,” Grados said. “Bipolar, schizophrenia
later in life can initially manifest as anxiety.”



 
For all these reasons, Kendall said, increased awareness is welcome.
 
“If you look at the history of child mental health problems,” he said, “we knew about
delinquency at the beginning of the 20th century, autism was diagnosed in the 1940s, teenage
depression in the mid-'80s. Anxiety is really coming late to the game.”
 
7 Therapists on What to Do When You Feel Lonely
THE CUT - Cari Romm
https://www.thecut.com/2018/05/advice-from-therapists-on-what-to-do-when-you-feel-
lonely.html
 
We live in lonely times. The elderly are lonely. The teens are lonely. People are lonely in
cities and in rural areas, so much so that it’s now considered a public-health issue (one with
real, physical health effects). In a cover story for the Harvard Business Review last year,
former Surgeon General Vivek Murthy declared that “the world is suffering from an
epidemic of loneliness.”
 
And a new report from Cigna highlights just how widespread that epidemic has become, at
least in the U.S. The health insurance company surveyed 20,000 people using the UCLA
Loneliness Scale, which asks people to rate their agreement with 20 statements like “No one
really knows me well” and “There are people I can talk to.”
 
The results weren’t exactly uplifting: Nearly half of respondents said they sometimes or
always felt alone, more than 40 percent said they sometimes or often feel that their
relationships aren’t meaningful, and only slightly more than half said they have a meaningful
in-person social interaction each day. A score of 43 or above was considered a marker of
loneliness (the scale ranges from 20 to 80); the average was 44, with Generation Z as the
hardest-hit age group.
 
But while public-health experts continue to grapple with how to tackle the problem of
loneliness on a larger scale, there are smaller things you can do in your everyday life to
combat it. Here, seven therapists offer their advice on concrete steps you can take when
you’re feeling especially lonely.
 
Practice small talk with cashiers and the other people you encounter throughout your day.
When you go into your favorite coffee shop, make a simple comment about the weather or
the music that’s playing. Don’t think of this as a time to start a long conversation, more as a
way of making those brief, seemingly impersonal interactions a bit more friendly and
inviting. It can decrease the feeling of loneliness as you’re building your social network in
other areas. Plus, if you practice this small talk in a variety of situations, it’s easier to start a
conversation with people you think you want to become friends with. It’s a win-win.
 
—Darin Bergen, clinical psychologist
 
Get comfortable with your own company. A lot of people crave company — almost anyone’s
company — because they fear the ‘void’ and discomfort when they are alone. But getting
together with others as a desperate attempt to not be in one’s company will just leave you
feeling more lonely. So instead, learn to enjoy your own company. Some good ways to start:
meditation class, take yourself to a movie, reading, watch TED Talks or other things that will



make you think, start a gratitude journal. Focusing on things to be grateful for rather than
wishing for what you presently have is a great lesson in appreciation. Also, do something
freeing: dance naked, eat messy food in bed, O.D. on junk TV.
 
—Sherry Amatenstein, licensed clinical social worker, author of How Does That Make You
Feel?
 
One thing to remember in our age of instant gratification is that friends aren’t found; instead,
friends are made — crafted, really — over time. It takes between 6–8 conversations before
someone considers us a friend. We wish we could walk into a party, instantly connect, and
walk out arm-in-arm with a new BFF, but really it’s an incremental process. The good news
is that the bar to start is low. It’s been shown again and again that, as long as we are mutually
kind to each other, we become friends with whoever we see most often. Proximity and
repetition are key. So put yourself in situations where you see the same faces again and
again: a dog park at the same time each morning, a weekly writer’s workshop, or a co-
working space.
 
—Ellen Hendriksen, clinical psychologist, author of How to Be Yourself
 
Work simultaneously on connecting in meaningful ways with the outside world while
connecting with the lonely part inside. For the outside world part, I would find out what
kinds of activities someone liked and then try to channel that into a group activity where they
will make connections. For example, if someone likes sports, join a local team like Zogg
softball leagues. If someone likes writing, I’d say join writing group. I believe in online
dating to meet people if someone doesn’t meet a lot of people in their everyday work. I might
help them understand any conflicts or fears around being with people. Then help them
overcome those obstacles.
 
In term of internal work, I’d help someone contact the lonely part inside themselves and get
to know it. I’d help them identify the sensations of loneliness, help them get an image of that
part of themselves, find out if loneliness is a recent problem, something they have felt since
the dawn of time, or some time in between. I might help them imagine in fantasy ways to
comfort that part of themselves and also help them get curious about the meaning of
loneliness for them — is it something they are ashamed of, are they able to give themselves
compassion, are they harsh and critical to themselves for being lonely? How do they
understand their loneliness? Were there parents lonely people? There can be a
intergenerational transfer of loneliness.
 
—Hilary Jacobs Hendel, licensed clinical social worker, author of It’s Not Always
Depression
 
First, identify why you’re lonely. People are often told to cope with loneliness by engaging in
a social activity, but this isn’t always wise advice. In order to truly cope with loneliness, one
must understand why they’re feeling lonely. If you’re lonely because your relationships lack
depth/meaning, or you feel like people, including friends, don’t really know you, it might
make sense to examine what’s getting in the way of building intimacy. Are you afraid of
being vulnerable with others? Is it difficult to move beyond small-talk in social situations?
Once you identify the reason that you’re feeling lonely, you can learn how to remedy it. For
example, try moving beyond small talk in your day-to-day conversations. Instead of asking a
co-worker or friend about their weekend plans, ask a more personal question, like “What’s



one thing that I don’t know about you?” or “If you could travel anywhere in the world, where
would you go?” These types of questions can foster human connection.
 
Second, use info from social media as a conversation starter. It’s difficult to forgo social
media, but we can make wiser choices about how we incorporate it into our daily lives. That
doesn’t necessarily mean going on a digital detox, but rather using the info you glean from a
friend’s social-media reel as a conversation starter the next time you get together. Or better
yet, use the information as an opportunity to reach out and make plans to see each other. For
example, this past week I learned that a friend started a six-week exercise program. Knowing
that she’s excited about her new routine, I reached out to ask her how it’s going and made
plans to have coffee, tomorrow afternoon.
 
Third, pet therapy: Spending time with a pet can help combat feelings of loneliness by giving
us an oxytocin boost. If you don’t have a furry companion, see if your city has a “cat café.”
These cafés allow people to come and play with cats for an afternoon, which also allows you
to get to know a new group of people who share a common interest. Volunteering at a local
pet shelter may also be helpful.
 
—Juli Fraga, clinical psychologist
 
I often challenge my clients to go back to their family and consider how their immediate and
extended families are a resource to them. When people start writing letters to a grandparent
or setting up a weekly phone call with a sibling, it can have a huge impact on their overall
mood. Learning more about your family history and tracking down distant relatives is a
wonderful way for people to remember that their lives are part of a larger story with many
interesting characters.
 
—Kathleen Smith, licensed professional counselor, author of The Fangirl Life
 
I suggest people embrace who they are. Introverts often see their social style as a negative.
When they compare themselves to extroverts, they feel insecure and unworthy. Introverts
don’t have to have a large group of friends who want to go out all the time. Be true to
yourself. You can have a smaller group of friends, enjoy your alone time, and still be far
from lonely.
 
I also encourage people to pursue interests, not people. Get involved in a personal interest
and that can put you in touch with like-minded people. Create a meetup.com account, take a
continuing education class at your local university or community college, become a
volunteer. This often feels much less intimidating than feeling you have to go out and meet
new people.
 
—Jim Seibold, licensed marriage and family therapist
 
Everything You Need to Know About Maternity Leave in the U.S.
THE CUT - Alison Green
https://www.thecut.com/article/maternity-leave-usa.html
 
Below, the Cut’s Ask a Boss columnist Alison Green tackles your questions about maternity
leave in the U.S.: How long is maternity leave? What do maternity-leave laws require your
employer to offer? Find those answers and more ahead, including when to take maternity



leave, what to know about insurance, and how to prepare for returning to work.
 
How can you ask about benefits when you’re interviewing for a job, without implying you’re
going to get pregnant soon?
 
In an ideal world, you’d be able to ask about maternity leave in interviews. In practice,
there’s a very real chance that employers will read that as a signal that you plan to get
pregnant soon and be less inclined to hire you, even if only unconsciously. (To be clear, that
would be illegal. It’s against the law for employers to discriminate against a woman because
she’s pregnant or they fear she’ll become pregnant. But it still happens, and it’s worth
guarding against.)
 
Instead, the better time to ask is once you have a job offer. At that point, the employer can’t
rescind the offer without making it obvious they’re breaking the law. Once you have an offer
(but before you’ve accepted it), you can say something like this: “I don’t have immediate
plans to get pregnant, but I’d like to stay with you for a long time, so I’m hoping you can tell
me a bit about your parental leave policies.”
 
If it turns out the employer offers no maternity leave beyond what federal law requires (more
on that in a minute) — or if the employer is small enough that federal law won’t cover you
— you can try negotiating for leave as part of your offer. Try saying something like, “In
order to build a career with you long-term, I’d want to make sure that a fair maternity leave
plan is in place. Would you be willing to include [insert details of what you want] as part of
the offer?”
 
Do you get paid for maternity leave? What should you know about paid maternity leave by
state?
 
Unfortunately, the only federal law guaranteeing maternity leave in the U.S. is unpaid — and
it only applies to some employees.
 
The law that most women rely on is the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), which will
protect your job for up to 12 weeks after childbirth or adoption. The law doesn’t require that
you be paid for that time off; it just requires that your job be waiting for you when you return
and says that you can’t be penalized for taking the time off.
 
FMLA doesn’t cover everyone, but you’re eligible if you’ve been working in your job for a
year and your employer has more than 50 employees within 75 miles of where you work.
(Note that if your spouse works for your company too, your company only needs to offer a
total of 12 weeks off split between the two of you.)
 
If you’re thinking this isn’t a very good deal at all, you’re correct. But some states do have
their own laws that extend the amount of unpaid leave employers must offer you, and several
states* — including California, New Jersey, New York, and Rhode Island — offer partially
paid leave as well. So be sure to check your individual state laws to know exactly what
you’re eligible for.
 
How does maternity leave work if it’s unpaid?
 
Despite the crappy federal laws on maternity leave, some employers do offer paid leave of



their own volition, so check your company’s policies.
 
But typically people try to save up their vacation and sick time, and then use it to cover all or
part of the time they’re on leave. For example, if you’ve accrued three weeks of sick time and
three weeks of vacation time, you could use those six weeks as part of your maternity leave,
ensuring you’d be paid for that portion of it.
 
Can you use short-term disability insurance for maternity leave?
 
Short-term disability insurance may provide a portion of your salary (usually 50–100
percent) for a specific number of weeks after you give birth. So if you’re considering getting
pregnant and don’t already have short-term disability coverage, either through work or on
your own, this might be a good time to look into it.
 
How long is the average maternity leave?
 
Because FMLA lasts for 12 weeks, many women return to work after those 12 weeks are up.
 
If you’re thinking you’d like to use your accrued vacation or sick time to extend your leave
— tacking it on after the 12 weeks from FMLA — you may or may not be able to do that.
FMLA only protects you for 12 weeks total, and it’s very common for employers to require
that you use any accrued vacation or sick days as part of those 12 weeks (as opposed to
adding it on afterward). So check with your employer to see what its policies are.
 
That said, some employers have parental leave policies that allow you to take off more time.
Even if yours doesn’t, you may be able to negotiate additional time with your manager or
HR, since your company may agree to offer you more time in order to ensure they get you
back at the end of it.
 
What about paternity leave for dads?
 
Under FMLA, men are also eligible for 12 weeks of unpaid leave to care for a child. Some
employers may offer additional paternity leave as well.
 
When do people normally take maternity leave?
 
It depends! Some people will begin their leave a week or two before their expected due date
because it’s becoming physically uncomfortable to work or because they want more time to
prepare for the baby. Other people wait right up until their due date, in order to save as much
time off as possible for after the baby has arrived. It’s up to you.
 
How will your office handle questions about your work while you’re on maternity leave?
 
The key to having an undisturbed leave is to prepare your office beforehand and put a
detailed plan in place for who will handle what in your absence. Make sure that you’ve left
behind plenty of documentation for your keys tasks and, if you have decision-making
authority in any areas, make sure you’ve delegated that to others.
 
In many jobs, it’s reasonable to say that you’ll be completely unavailable while you’re on
maternity leave. In others, you might feel more comfortable if you know someone will



contact you in an emergency. It’s up to you how to structure your leave; either of those
options is okay. But you definitely shouldn’t be on call for questions on a regular basis;
that’s not a normal expectation when someone is on maternity leave. (Plus, if you’re taking
your leave under FMLA, the law actually says your employer can’t ask or require you to
perform work on your leave, although fielding occasional calls as a “professional courtesy” is
allowed.)
 
If you decide you’re willing to have occasional contact, ensure that it’s on a schedule you
control, so that you’re not getting work calls when you’ve just laid down for the first sleep
you’ve had in 24 hours. For example, you could request that people direct any requests for
you to your personal email or say that you’ll check your work email once a week. It’s also
smart to say that any requests for you should all go through one central gatekeeper, so that
you can train that person ahead of time to assess whether something really rises to a level
worth bothering you for.
 
What should you know about going back to work after maternity leave?
 
Things may be different when you return — projects will have progressed or even wrapped
up, there may be new projects or people around, and things will have happened that you’re
not caught up on. That’s normal; don’t be thrown off by it. You don’t need to get caught up
on everything in a day, and in fact, there’s no way to do that and you’ll feel less harried if
you don’t try. But if you can, try scheduling lunch with your boss on your first day back, so
that she can fill you in on anything major you need to know, and you can get aligned on what
your top priorities should be. Don’t be shy about doing your own prioritization, too. It’s okay
to say to people, “I need a couple of days to get caught up before I can have a substantive
conversation with you about X” or “I’ve got to focus on Y this first week, but I can talk with
you about X next week instead.”
 
Also, if you can, make your first day back a Wednesday or Thursday, so that you’re easing
back in, rather than working a full 40 hours that first week.
 
Student mental health is suffering as universities burst at the seams
THE GUARDIAN - Anonymous
https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2018/may/11/student-mental-health-
is-suffering-as-universities-burst-at-the-seams
 
Ever since tuition fees rose to £9,000 in 2012, UK universities have seen a fall in real-terms
funding. To plug the gap, oversubscribed institutions sought to rapidly expand when the
government lifted the student numbers cap. There is startling confirmation of this in recent
figures: between 2011 and 2016, Aston University grew by 80%, Coventry University by
53% and Surrey by 50%.
 
But this is a short-sighted decision that risks growing tensions between the university and its
local community and damaging student wellbeing. Universities have more to lose than they
are perhaps prepared to accept.
 
Bristol city council has recently begun conversations about curbing the growth of the city’s
two primary universities. University expansion is problematic because councils lose out on
tax revenue from student houses, since students don’t pay council tax. And residents resent
the developers who buy up the housing stock, pushing out local tenants in favour of students.



 
Students suffer from unchecked expansion, too, and campuses are struggling to respond to
increasing demand for mental health support services. Studies show increasing loneliness and
isolation among the UK’s undergraduate population. For me, the words loneliness and
isolation capture my recent undergraduate experience more than any others in the English
language. It is possible that my overcrowded degree course contributed to these feelings.
 
On graduation day, I could recall the names of only a handful of people I’d shared seminars
with, our relationships only as deep as a two-minute fortnightly conversation as the previous
class filtered out of our room. At best I knew the first name of less than a sixth of our year
group. And despite the 10 compulsory modules we’d shared, and the exam halls we’d
populated together, I couldn’t recall seeing before the faces crossing the stage at graduation.
In a swollen cohort it’s easy to feel anonymous.
 
Relationships with my coursemates were at best cursory, and with my lecturers, distant.
When I walked through the corridors of my department and smiled to passing lecturers or
former tutors, their glazed expressions indicated that they too were faced by an endless sea of
unrecognisable faces.
 
I was ill during my three years at university, with recurrent bouts of severe depression and
generalised anxiety disorder. My attendance dipped, and the anonymity of being one name in
tens of thousands made it easy to fall under the radar. Despite missing over half of my
seminars, it wasn’t until my final term that a tutor got in touch for the first time to check if
things were OK.
 
I do not blame the tutors who can’t spot struggling students in their classrooms. The
increasing volume of students places greater pressure on academics and makes it impossible
for them to build meaningful relationships. When my parent’s generation talks about
university, many paint it as the days of their lives, and fondly recount trips to the pub with
lecturers. Today’s students are more likely to wonder whether their professor could pick them
out of a line-up.
 
University is a challenging time for many students, a period of instability, change and stress
in which it’s easy to feel unsupported. This is compounded for students on social sciences or
humanities courses, which have few course hours. Students are left bereft of routine or
structure, and feel disconnected from the institutions that stamp their degree certificates.
University becomes a room you sit in for a couple of hours a week, the remaining hours
probably spent cramming alone in a library if you can find a seat, and in your bedroom if you
can’t.
 
With the absence of anything to keep you connected, it is easier for depression to pull you
under. You might think that after graduating I would have run a mile from my university, but
I’ve gone on to carry out research on the student experience, focusing on mental health and
wellbeing. The one thing I’ve learned is that if universities are going to take student mental
health seriously, the place to start is by tackling their unchecked growth.
 
It's not just you, we're all living in the United States of Anxiety
LOS ANGELES TIMES - Karen Kaplan
http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-americans-more-anxious-20180508-
story.html



 
Feeling more anxious these days? You've got plenty of company.
 
A new survey from the American Psychiatric Assn. reveals that 39% of Americans feel more
anxious now than they did a year ago. That's more than double the 19% of Americans who
feel less anxious now than at this time last year. (Another 39% of survey respondents said
their anxiety level is about the same, and 3% weren't sure.)
 
Worries about safety topped the list of anxieties, with 36% of Americans describing
themselves as extremely anxious about "keeping myself or my family safe." About 31% said
they were "somewhat anxious" on this score.
 
Financial fears were close behind. The prospect of paying bills and other expenses made 35%
of survey respondents feel extremely anxious, and 32% said it made them somewhat
anxious."
 
And then there were concerns about health. The 28% of Americans who reported being
extremely anxious about their medical condition were joined by 39% who said they were
somewhat anxious about it.
 
All this angst contributed to a 5-point increase in the country's "national anxiety score," the
psychiatry group reported this week in conjunction with its annual meeting in New York
City. The metric, which is measured on a scale from 0 to 100, rose from 46 in 2017 to 51 in
2018.
 
There seems to be plenty of anxiety to go around.
 
The APA noted that anxiety was up among men and women, among people of various racial
and ethnic groups, and among adults of all ages.
 
Generationally speaking, the most anxious Americans are millennials, the survey found. But
in the past year, anxiety increased more for Baby Boomers than for millennials or for
members of Generation X.
 
America suffers from an anxiety gender gap, according to the poll. Among adults younger
than 50, 38% of men and 57% of women said they had become more anxious in the past
year. They were joined by 24% of men and 39% of women ages 50 and older.
 
People of color scored 11 points higher on the anxiety scale than white Americans, the APA
said.
 
The contentious political climate is a significant source of anxiety for a majority of
Americans, the survey found. One in five respondents said they were extremely anxious
about "the impact of politics on my daily life," and 36% said they were somewhat anxious
about it.
 
And anxiety seems to follow Americans wherever they go. Relationships with family, friends
and co-workers made 20% of respondents feel extremely anxious and 27% of them feel
somewhat anxious.
 



These findings are based on a nationally representative sample of 1,004 adults, who answered
questions about anxiety during late March. Their responses were compared with results from
a similar survey conducted in April of 2017. The poll's margin of error is 3.1 percentage
points.
 
"Increased stress and anxiety can significantly impact many aspects of people's lives," Dr.
Anita Everett, president of the American Psychiatric Assn., said in a statement. Her
prescription for reducing stress includes "regular exercise, relaxation, healthy eating and time
with friends and family."
 
Mental health is a final frontier for human rights
MIC - Dr. Stephen P Hinshaw
https://mic.com/articles/189247/mental-health-is-a-final-frontier-for-human-
rights#.IENwb5MEq
 
It’s essential to remember what an important year it’s been for combating mental illness
stigma in the world of sports. Cleveland Cavaliers star Kevin Love wrote an essay on his
struggles with anxiety and panic attacks. Washington Wizards’ Kelly Oubre Jr. and Toronto
Raptors’ DeMar DeRozan have both publicly discussed their mental health battles. Former
WNBA superstar Chamique Holdsclaw has openly revealed her family’s — and her own —
encounters with serious mental illness, including bipolar disorder.
 
All of them are leading the fight against the stigma still associated with mental disorders.
And they’re not the only athletes doing so — witness Michael Phelps with anxiety,
depression and ADHD — and so many gymnasts who’ve bravely confronted sexual predator
coaches and doctors and disclosed their resultant struggles with PTSD and related conditions.
 
The mental health crisis is real. One in 4 adults lives with a mental illness, leaving millions
of individuals and families in need of evidence-based services. Rates of child-onset
conditions like ADHD and autism are soaring. Depression can be a truly devastating illness.
Suicide rates are rising, not falling — and suicide is now the number-one cause of death
worldwide for teenage girls and young women.
 
Americans know far more about mental health than 60 years ago, but attitudes have hardly
budged since the silent 1950s. In fact, nearly three times more U.S. citizens now believe that
mental illness is associated with violence, related in part to stereotyped media images. With
the pervasive shame and silence that still exist, and without access to care, the vicious cycle
becomes self-perpetuating.
 
Throughout history, mental-health conditions were thought to emanate from evil spirits or
weak personal will. Poor parenting was blamed during most of the 20th century; more
recently, “bad” genes have been the culprit. In truth, like heart disease, cancer and diabetes,
mental illnesses are shaped by genetic vulnerability as amplified by trauma or serious life
stress. Although cures do not yet exist, evidence-based treatments can greatly facilitate
recovery. Yet a 10-year gap exists between noticing core symptoms and pursuing treatment
— related to ignorance, shame, poor access to care, lack of financial resources or
combinations of these factors.
 
I learned about all this the hard way. Growing up in a warm, academic Midwestern family, I
was baffled by my father’s periodic disappearances for up to a year at a time. Unspoken was



that he was placed in barbaric mental hospitals for bouts of wild mood swings and
irrationality, which had been misdiagnosed as schizophrenia since he was 16. At that time, he
jumped from the roof of his family home with the belief that his “flight” would signal the free
world to stop the oncoming Nazi threat. Despite his tortured stays in some of the country’s
worst mental facilities, he survived and eventually thrived as a professor of philosophy.
 
Like most kids in situations of silence, I took on the blame, wondering what I’d done wrong.
It wasn’t until my first spring break from college that Dad revealed his bouts of chaos amid
his academic and teaching achievements. I became entranced with psychology and soon
helped to diagnose him correctly with bipolar disorder. Yet, keeping silent myself for too
long, I fought the terror that I might follow in his footsteps and end up hospitalized. Once I
got support and therapy, I became dedicated to clinical psychology and to reducing the
stigma enshrouding the entire topic.
 
Progress is at hand: Many people are now discussing mental health more openly, with self-
help and advocacy groups a major part of the effort. Even world-class athletes, whose
prowess often seems superhuman, are vulnerable — and many have joined the fight. Pursuing
therapy is viewed a sign of strength, not weakness, even in the NBA.
 
What can be done? At the policy level, we must continue to fight for mental health parity
and enforce anti-discrimination laws. A far more humanized set of media images also is
needed. Investing in evidence-based treatments will not only yield major long-term savings,
but it will also ease the tragic personal and family-related burden of mental disorders. With
compassion and intervention, the huge financial burden of mental illness, totaling a trillion
dollars worldwide, can be reduced, along with the personal and family suffering that so often
co-occur.
 
People with mental disorders are not “them” — a deviant, flawed subspecies. They are us:
our children, our parents, our relatives, our closest contacts, even ourselves. And they are
elite athletes, including NBA and WNBA players.
 
Mental health is one of the last frontiers for human rights. We all lose by remaining silent
and allowing stigma to fester.
 
The Postpartum Symptom No One Warns You About? Rage
INSTYLE - Anna Davies
http://www.instyle.com/lifestyle/mothers-postpartum-rage
 
Jenny felt heat rise to her cheeks as she lunged toward her husband, pushing him while her
pre-schooler watched, wide-eyed, in the corner of her kitchen. She heard her voice, breaking,
angry, as she tried to get her husband to understand how she was feeling.
 
Today, Jenny, whose daughters are now 7 and 10, knows that her outburst was the result of a
constellation of symptoms that made up postpartum depression. But at the time, all Jenny
could think was that something was wrong with her. “I had always had a pretty quick-trigger
temper, but as soon as I had my second daughter, it manifested in rage. I would blow up
about anything, like if my husband didn’t get bottles ready in the morning before daycare
drop off. During my commute to work, I would fantasize about swerving into oncoming
traffic. I felt like anything could set me off. I could have been in a cave and still find
something to be pissed about,” remembers Jenny, who blogs about her experience with



postpartum depression at TranquilaMama. “It was scary, and I felt so alone.”
 
In the seven years since Jenny pushed her husband, she's been an outspoken survivor of
postpartum depression (PPD), posting about its reach (according to the American
Psychological Association, about 1 in 7 women are affected by postpartum depression) and
the need for access to treatment. But while Jenny has anecdotally seen more and more
women become familiar with the concept of postpartum depression, she says that many
women equate “depression” with crying jags or lethargy, and not feelings of white-hot anger.
“Anger seems like an emotion that’s not feminine, that’s not motherly, and no one talks
about it,” says Jenny.
 
But anger—raging at a partner, a Facebook thread, even an infant—is common among many
new moms, catching them off guard. “There’s so much stigma around anger that people stay
quiet about it or assume something is wrong with them,” says Tiffany A. Moore Simas, MD,
Associate Professor of OB-GYN, Pediatrics, Psychiatry, and Quantitative Health Sciences at
the University of Massachusetts Medical School. Simas says that fluctuating hormones,
exhaustion, and a massive identity shift and relationship recalibration are all factors that
contribute to feelings of anger in new moms, and while angry outbursts may be common,
they’re often hidden under a code of silence. “Postpartum depression looks different between
women, and if women are feeling like their emotions are out of control, then they should
absolutely speak to their OB, or their child’s pediatrician, or a therapist to figure out a
treatment plan,” says Simas.
 
“I was surprised by just how angry I felt when I had my daughter,” says Jane, mom to a 1-
year-old. “Here was this tiny, helpless human who I loved so much. I’d gone through IVF,
we’d spent thousands of dollars to have her, and I remember very clearly this scene of me
yelling at her when she was five days old, because she couldn’t go to sleep.” Jane’s outbursts
scared her, so much so that she had her husband take over bedtime duty. “I felt like I
couldn’t do this. I mean, who yells at an infant? And I also felt really angry that no one had
prepared me for this, especially once I ended up going to a therapist, who said that what I
was feeling was really common. It’s like, why isn’t anyone warned?”
 
Maternal anger has been gingerly explored in literature for decades. Anne Roiphe’s 1970
book Up the Sandbox, in which new mom Margaret has violent fantasies including blowing
up the Statue of Liberty, was one piece of literature which explored the messy emotional
landscape of maternal emotions. More recently, Elisa Albert’s 2015 After Birth, in which the
main character, Ari, feels rage in response to her unplanned C-section, casts a light on the
anger so many women experience when birth plans go awry. But it’s not that easy to bring up
in real life, where even new mom support groups tend to focus more on the practical (“which
breast pump is best?”) than the psychological. And of course, Instagram shoots, where new
moms comment about how #blessed they feel, can make moms feel more alone. Even posts
that hint at the messier, darker side of motherhood are still cast in soft light, with emojis and
a “you got this, mama!” ethos softening the edges of how new moms may really feel.
 
Another common trigger of postpartum anger is the birth process, which can be clinical,
isolating, and terrifying. “I have a lot of clients who feel angry about how their birth went.
Maybe they had medical interventions, maybe they had a C-section, maybe they felt their
doctor didn’t listen to them, or maybe they were overwhelmed by the physical pain and
process,” notes Melissa Divaris Thompson, LMFT, a therapist in New York City whose
company, Embracing Joy, focuses on pre- and post-natal care. “Women may have a lot of



complex emotions surrounding their birth, and they may feel guilty for feeling anything less
than happiness for having a healthy child.”
 
Laura, a mom of a 1-year-old, found herself angry about her unplanned C-section—and
especially angry at women who were able to have the natural, intervention-free birth she’d
intended. “I would seriously snap at a pregnant women who explained they were planning to
have a home birth. I just felt so angry and betrayed at my body, and that took a long time to
get over. I also wasn’t able to effectively breastfeed, and that also made me furious. I felt a
lot of guilt and shame at my body, like, if my body couldn’t do these things, was I really
meant to be a mom?”
 
Of course, new moms aren’t the only women experiencing a surge of rage. Part of the
problem is cultural. Several reporters named 2016 “the year of anger.” Our tumultuous 24/7
news cycle can trigger our emotions, and, of course, social media makes it easy to find
someone to pick a fight with at any time of day. “We encounter more opinions in an evening
than our ancestors did in years,” notes Jo Allison, an analyst at Canvas8, a consumer insights
firm. “In addition, the constant stream of information means that the more extreme opinions
and emotions can rise to the top.” In other words, when you innocently log into Facebook,
you’re likely to be confronted by an angry opinion—and it’s hard not to be drawn into the
fray.
 
“I get so angry on social media,” says Kelly, mom of a 1-year-old. “I get so personally
invested in these mom boards. I know I should just quit them, but I can’t.” Kelly cites an
example of getting into a virtual back-and-forth over whether or not Zika was a credible
threat to toddlers, remembering that she was actually shouting at her computer screen. “It was
so weird, because ultimately, I don’t care. I just wanted this other mom I was fighting with,
who said that she wasn’t bringing her 3-year-old son to Mexico because of Zika threats, to
admit she was wrong.”
 
Weirdly, these virtual mom communities, created to bring parents together, can actually
enhance feelings of anger, experts say. Parenting shouldn’t feel like an individual pursuit, but
in our crazy-busy culture, between relationships and work and raising kids, it’s hard to
cultivate an IRL tribe of parents. And these virtual parent group substitutes often exacerbate
feelings of isolation, judgment, and guilt.
 
“Anger is a secondary emotion,” says Nicole Washington, PsyD, a board-certified
psychiatrist based in Tulsa, Okla. “It rises up to protect ourselves from other vulnerable
feelings, like fear or sadness.” In Kelly’s case, she realized that her anger was masking the
guilt she felt about planning a trip to a country with a Zika risk and her resulting fear that she
wasn’t being a good parent.
 
While labeling and accepting anger is one thing, how can you get over it? For many moms,
therapy is an invaluable resource, allowing them to sort through emotions, identify anger
triggers, and develop strategies for coping. Another key element is self-care. Yes, it’s a
buzzword, but for moms who’ve felt their anger bubbling over, it’s also vital. For Jenny,
running is an outlet, as are writing, yoga, and working from home one day a week. For Jane,
it’s weekly, non-negotiable babysitter nights, when she and her husband will either go out on
a date or she will go out with friends. And for Laura, it’s working with a therapist to really
speak about the fear, lack of control, and guilt she felt over her labor.
 



But equally important is rejecting the image of how motherhood “should” be. Motherhood
can be messy as hell, and anger is a fundamental element of being human. By embracing a
spectrum of emotions, working through anger can be a valuable way to become an even
better parent. “Asking for help and acknowledging a problem can be one of the bravest, most
selfless steps you can do as a parent,” says Jenny, who shares her story with many expecting
parents and lets them know they can call her if they ever feel ready to explode. And, Jenny
adds, for moms truly struggling, there’s a light at the end of the tunnel. “I always think: I got
over PPD; I can get over anything.”
 
Here’s What 7 Mental Health Experts Really Think About ‘13 Reasons Why’
SELF - Staff
https://www.self.com/story/13-reasons-why-season-two-mental-health-experts-commentary
 
The March 2017 release of 13 Reasons Why sparked a profound debate among viewers,
concerned parents, and mental health professionals about the way the popular teen drama
portrayed suicide and the potential impact it had on its many adolescent fans. But despite
criticism of the show, Netflix is about to release a second season.
 
The series, based on the YA novel by Jay Asher, is about the reasons why high schooler
Hannah Baker (Katherine Langford) decided to take her life, as explained in 13 audio tapes
she recorded before her death. Many viewers praised the show for shedding light on the
traumatic experiences young people face, such as bullying and sexual assault. And while
some mental health experts commended the show’s handling of those issues, other voices in
the suicide prevention community found its depiction of suicide to be inaccurate and
potentially dangerous.
 
Ahead of the second season, which will be released May 18, the network is working to show
audiences that they’ve taken this criticism seriously and will be equipping viewers with
adequate resources to help make the show’s impact a productive one.
 
Some may be wondering why Netflix decided to continue a show that produced such
controversy. As a spokesperson for Netflix explained to SELF, showrunner Brian Yorkey as
well as other key players behind the show believed that there was much more to unpack
regarding the untold stories of many of the secondary characters.
 
As Yorkey told Entertainment Weekly last year about wanting a second season, “We really
have characters who, after 13 episodes, are just beginning the process of recovery and the
process of coming to terms with what part they might’ve played in Hannah’s death and how
Hannah’s death will change their lives going forward. I think that there is so much that’s
fascinating about the way we grieve, the way we recover, the way we learn to take better care
of each other.”
 
For example, a few months ago, the company released the results of a multinational survey
commissioned by Netflix and conducted by Northwestern University that examined how
5,400 parents and teenagers in five countries (including the U.S.) received the show. They
found that the majority of the adolescents who watched the show felt its level of intensity
was appropriate. But parents and younger viewers thought that the show should incorporate
more discussion about how to support someone who may be suffering and also have mental
health support throughout episodes, possibly in the form of mental health experts or cast
members providing resources at the end of certain episodes.



 
Based on that feedback, the team behind 13 Reasons Why produced content to supplement
season two. In March, they released a PSA featuring cast members (out of character) warning
viewers about the show’s content and advising them to reach out for help. Netflix will also
release another episode of Beyond the Reasons, which was a special TV-short that aired after
the season one finale featuring producers, actors, and mental health experts discussing scenes
that dealt with sensitive issues, including sexual assault and depression.
 
Netflix producers also collaborated with suicide prevention groups to beef up the crisis
resources available on 13reasonswhy.info, including a new viewing discussion guide (you
can see last year's here) created in collaboration with the American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention (AFSP), which put out its own guide last year. The network is also launching a 13
Reasons Why video discussion series starring cast members out of character addressing
topics in the show. (It will be available in the Netflix “Trailers and More” section and on
13reasonswhy.info when the new season becomes available.)
 
Netflix account holders will also be able to create a pin code to control viewing access,
according to a Netflix announcement on Tuesday. For example, if parents want to watch the
series first and determine if it’s appropriate for their kids or other people with access to their
account, they can do so.
 
These efforts are designed to equip teenagers and their support systems (such as parents and
school counselors) “with an understanding of what the season contains, so they [...] can be
prepared for all of the dialogue that will probably flow from watching the show,” Brian
Wright, vice president of original series at Netflix, explained at a panel last month, during
which Wright and experts from AFSP, the American School Counselor Association, and
Northwestern came together to discuss the survey findings. “We really do want to put our
best foot forward in helping there be a really safe and vibrant and productive conversation in
the world.”
 
The good intentions of Netflix and the 13 Reasons Why writers and producers are clear—but
the show’s role in suicide prevention is less straightforward, some experts argue.
 
While these new efforts are a step up from what was deemed a lackluster response to the
season one backlash (which mainly consisted of adding a content advisory warning before
the first episode), are they enough?
 
To help answer that question, SELF asked seven mental health professionals for their
thoughts on the show. We asked these experts—as well as the Netflix spokesperson—to
weigh in on the four most common critiques of the show after the first season and the new
initiatives that Netflix will be implementing in season two to facilitate safe and productive
conversations. (Of course, these seven perspectives only represent a small number of mental
health and suicide-prevention experts.)
 
Critique #1: The plot conflated suicide with a teenage revenge fantasy, which may send a
dangerous message to potentially impressionable viewers.
 
“Revenge as a motivation for suicide is not the kind of message that is healthy or productive
to send,” psychologist Kelly Posner Gerstenhaber, Ph.D., director of Columbia University’s
anti-suicide initiative The Columbia Lighthouse Project, tells SELF.



 
This romanticized representation is also not entirely accurate. “That way of portraying suicide
doesn’t really match what we typically see in clinical practice,” John Ackerman, Ph.D., the
coordinator at Nationwide Children’s Hospital’s Center for Suicide Prevention and Research,
tells SELF. “Hannah responding to these individuals who caused her harm, or perceived
harm, in a very vindictive way plays into a teen fantasy and promotes a misconception that
suicidal behavior is selfish."
 
Someone considering suicide typically feels more hopeless and burdensome than vengeful, he
explains. “And it would be hard to motivate the energy and planning necessary to craft that
elaborate set of responses that she did.”
 
Another storyline that experts took issue with throughout the 13 episodes was Hannah’s
narrative from beyond the grave, which sends the dangerous message that suicide is a way
for someone who is suffering to gain agency.
 
“13 Reasons Why is a series about how you can [influence] people’s thoughts and feelings
and actions after you’re dead,” Gene Beresin, M.D., director of The Clay Center for Young
Healthy Minds at Massachusetts General Hospital, tells SELF. Dr. Beresin explains that the
message being passed on to adolescents is, “‘All of the things that I wish that I could change
when I’m alive and couldn’t, I can when I’m dead.’ And that’s just wrong.”
 
The spokesperson for Netflix told SELF that Hannah’s behavior was not meant to
characterize suicide as a vengeful or selfish behavior—it was meant to portray a teenagers’
tendency to act out of emotion and not necessarily think things through. And “by no means”
was Hannah’s suicide meant to imply that suicide is a method of getting revenge, he said.
 
Critique #2: The show missed an opportunity to educate people about the most common risk
factors of suicide as well as strategies that can help reduce suicide deaths.
 
“They missed opportunities throughout the show to provide this information to the viewer,
and that was unfortunate,” Jonathan Singer, Ph.D., a professor at the Loyola University
Chicago School of Social Work who serves on the American Association of Suicidology
(AAS) board of directors, tells SELF.
 
One example is the decision to completely attribute Hannah’s suicide to the actions of other
people instead of exploring the main risk factors for suicide. “They only show interpersonal
stressors between kids, and we know that a lot of other factors lead to suicide,” Dr. Beresin
explains, including prior attempts, mental illness, substance abuse disorders as well as a
family history of any of those things.
 
While the traumas Hannah experienced could indeed contribute to her suicidal state of mind,
“to say that a sexual assault or bullying is a direct line to suicide is just wrong,” Dr. Beresin
says.
 
The series also neglected to inform viewers about the warning signs of suicide. “For example,
in the very first episode, the teacher says, ‘Let’s go over some warning signs for suicide,’ and
I was stoked,” Singer recalls. “But instead of going over the warning signs, what Netflix did
is focus on [Clay’s] face—the sound fades out and he has a flashback. They could’ve spent
10 more seconds talking about the warning signs.”



 
According to the Netflix spokesperson, the show's creators incorporated a few other, more
subtle, warning signs in season one, like Hannah suddenly changing her appearance by
cutting her hair, after learning that teenagers may not always outright say that they are having
suicidal thoughts. For Hannah to go to Clay and say, “I am depressed and feeling suicidal,”
may not have come off as authentic, the Netflix rep explained.
 
That said, the spokesperson for Netflix said that the network and show team understand that
viewers and parents would have wanted the show to take that extra step of calling out those
concerning behaviors during or after the episodes. That critique influenced their decisions to
commission the survey on how the show was received and to add more informational content
with season two.
 
Critique #3: The show didn't encourage people who are having suicidal thoughts or dealing
with depression to seek help; it only depicted how reaching out for support could go wrong.
Hannah attempted to talk to her school counselor, Mr. Porter, about being bullied and
sexually assaulted; she even expressed suicidal thoughts. But Mr. Porter’s response was
concerning to experts, who fear it could deter young people from seeking help if they are
watching and can to relate to the content.
 
“It was cringe-inducing,” Phyllis Alongi, a licensed professional counselor and the clinical
director of the Society for the Prevention of Teen Suicide (SPTS), tells SELF.
 
Ackerman agrees that Mr. Porter was portrayed as “completely incompetent.” As Ackerman
explains, “Not only was he not compassionate or emotionally available to students, but he
was clearly neglecting the ethical responsibilities of his profession, and doing things that
would likely violate school policy and the law.”
 
It’s worth keeping in mind that 13 Reasons Why is, of course, a television drama—and it can
be argued that this was a creative choice meant to further the plot. But some experts were
concerned that a viewer who may be in a similar situation as Hannah, who has suicidal
ideation, may feel discouraged by the show and shy away from talking to a parent, guardian,
or counselor.
 
To this point, the Netflix representative directed SELF to Wright’s previous commentary on
this particular criticism during the March panel: “We’re storytellers,” Yorkey explained, “so
we often tell the story of when it doesn’t go right, in hopes that we can watch that story and
we can be moved by it and then we can talk about how things can go right in our real world.”
 
Apparently, this is a point that will be explored more in season two. Wright explained during
the panel that “Mr. Porter in particular will be coming to terms with the mistakes that he
made, with the ways that he let her down and will be very determined not to let any kids
down in the future. And we'll see a man who is determined to reach every kid who needs to
be reached and help every kid who needs help, whatever it takes [...] I do think that, as it
happened in the conversation around Mr. Porter season one, we talk about what's the best
version of this, what could he have done differently, and certainly we see that in the
character as well as in life.”
 
Critique #4: The scene showing Hannah’s suicide was a graphic dramatization and went
against the guidelines for covering suicide in the media.



 
The most publicized flashpoint of the controversy was the three-minute long, shockingly
graphic scene of Hannah’s death, a dramatization that went against the recommendations for
covering suicide in media, which are based on conclusions drawn from 50 studies and
intended to minimize the risk of suicide contagion (aka “copycat suicide”).
 
Research published in JAMA Internal Medicine showed a spike in suicide-related Google
queries in the 19 days after the show’s release, including a 26 percent rise in searches for
“how to commit suicide.” At the same time, suicide prevention-related searches also
increased, including a 21 percent uptick for the search phrase “suicide hotline number.” The
researchers wrote that 13 Reasons Why “has both increased suicide awareness while
unintentionally increasing suicidal ideation.”
 
“That sort of graphic, sensationalizing portrayal is very dangerous,” Gerstenhaber says—
which, she explains, is why those media recommendations caution against glamorizing
suicide or explicitly showing or stating the method in detail.
 
However, it seems the graphic nature of this scene was intentional. As the Netflix
representative pointed out to SELF, in the novel, Hannah dies by suicide by taking pills. But,
as the spokesperson explained, the writers and producers wanted to show that suicide isn’t
easy; it’s painful and it’s scary and terrifying to go through with. This scene in particular was
meant to exude “radical empathy,” the spokesperson described; the scene is meant to evoke
emotion (be it positive or negative), and to shock and awaken people.
 
The rep also pointed out that 67 percent of teen and young adult viewers in the Northwestern
survey said that the graphic nature of Hannah’s suicide was necessary to show how painful
suicide is, and about half reported reaching out to apologize for how they treated someone
after watching the show.
 
Looking ahead, experts do see promise in the efforts Netflix is making to bolster resources.
With season two, “there’s potential to do some remedy, to embed the appeal of the narrative
in a different story, which is, ‘This doesn’t have to happen,’” Jerrold F. Rosenbaum, M.D.,
chief of psychiatry at Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School professor,
and AFSP board member, tells SELF. The AFSP’s involvement in the process is a good sign,
Singer adds. “They put out lots of good educational resources, and they have a lot of integrity
around that.”
 
Several experts are also pleased about the season two edition of Beyond The Reasons.
Christine Moutier, M.D., chief medical officer of the AFSP (who participated in Netflix’s
research panel in March and spearheaded the season two viewing guide) tells SELF it is “an
opportunity for each viewer, if they do watch that part, to reflect back on what they’ve just
seen with this new framing, and maybe some guidelines and new information.”
 
Dr. Beresin called the first season edition of Beyond the Reasons “excellent,” while Singer
likes the idea of a “debrief on the issues to make sure that everybody understands the
difference between fiction and reality.” Northwestern’s U.S. survey showed that 82 percent of
those who watched Beyond The Reasons said it helped them understand depression and
suicide better and process the difficult topics in the show.
 
So far, experts are particularly impressed with the new PSA featuring Katherine Langford



(Hannah), Dylan Minnette (Clay), and other stars. "It takes the right tone and it looks like it’s
well thought out,” says Ackerman, who also likes how it encourages people to seek help.
 
“I thought it was really well done,” Singer adds. He praises the fact that Alisha Boe, who
plays Jessica, says in the video, “This show might not be right for you, and that’s okay.” That
gave the viewer permission to not watch it, which “I thought was really nice,” Singer says.
 
And Alongi is thrilled to see the actors step out of character—a move she was campaigning
for from the outset. She thinks this may help adolescents who strongly identify with these
characters keep things in perspective and remember that the show is fictional.
 
Experts also acknowledge that 13 Reasons Why did come with teachable moments and
opened a dialogue surrounding suicide and other difficult experiences that young adults face
that often get brushed aside.
 
The Northwestern survey indicates that over half of teenage viewers spoke to their parents
about the issues brought up by the show. “From the parents’ perspective, they were able to
get this window into what the world that their kids are living in may look like,” Dr. Moutier
says.
 
However, there isn’t evidence yet that increasing awareness of suicide through a graphic
portrayal will lead to at-risk adolescents getting help, Ackerman argues. “The idea that the
show created a dialogue, and that dialogue will lead to reductions in youth suicide—without
providing the resources or the action steps for those in need—[is] overly optimistic."
 
Ackerman wonders whether young people will take the time to consume the educational
programming and learn more about these difficult topics. Northwestern’s study suggests that
many won’t: For example, only 29 percent of people reported watching Beyond The Reasons
after last season. Dr. Beresin adds, “The positive efforts that are made by Netflix are not
necessarily being utilized.”
 
Experts have a few additional suggestions for what Netflix could do to make season two as
responsible as possible.
 
Dr. Beresin recommends that Netflix put more work into marketing Beyond The Reasons
throughout season two. Dr. Rosenbaum also acknowledges that the material may not reach
everybody, but, “For people who are struggling and suffering, I think some percentage of
them will at least click on the options to get help.”
 
Beresin and Alongi both would like to see Netflix produce custom content advisories or
PSAs to play before every single episode as well as short Beyond The Reasons segments
immediately following each installment of the series as opposed to just one or two. “Any one
episode could potentially trigger [someone],” Dr. Beresin explains.
 
Viewers seem to endorse this suggestion, too. Over three-quarters of those surveyed (in the
U.S.) thought Netflix should have provided more resources like Beyond The Reasons
throughout the season.
 
Alongi would also prefer Netflix release only one or two episodes at a time, in an attempt to
prevent binge-happy teens from becoming overly engrossed in the narrative.



 
Finally, Ackerman stresses that the suicide prevention community is in no way trying to
censor talk about suicide.
 
“That’s the exact opposite of what we’re trying to do,” he says. “We’re promoting
responsible dialogue and helping kids and their families know the realities of suicide, and the
many resources and hopeful messages out there. But we are careful to do that in a way that
doesn’t inadvertently harm someone.”
 

###
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High-end condos are eating up energy
CRAIN'S NY - Daniel Geiger
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are-eating-up-energy
 
The city's highest-end condominium towers have been blamed for casting shadows over
Central Park, exacerbating the affordability crisis and helping foreigners hide dirty money.
 
Now, add hastening climate change to the list.
 
As city government has begun collecting and publicly disclosing energy consumption in
buildings, it has emerged that many of the most luxurious residential projects are also
conspicuous consumers of energy.
 
While sustainability features have become ubiquitous in the world of commercial office
space, they have been largely absent from the city's luxury condo market. Even as green
technology has become more sophisticated, cost-efficient and available, high-profile builders
such as Extell Development, Vornado Realty Trust and Zeckendorf Development have raised
projects that ignore, if not mock, the goal of environmental stewardship. Several projects that
are underway and have not yet reported their energy load are likely to perform just as poorly.
 
The trend has gone virtually unnoticed despite Mayor Bill de Blasio's championing of a goal
to cut the city's greenhouse-gas emissions by 80% in the next 30 years. Roughly 70% of the
city's carbon footprint is from the energy used by buildings. A report by the Urban Green
Council found that about 70% of that is attributed to office and residential properties.
 
"For the city to meet its climate goals, almost every building needs to drastically reduce its
energy usage," said Lindsay Robbins, a senior adviser at the Natural Resources Defense
Council who studies energy consumption in the city. "It's shocking that these high-end
buildings are performing this poorly."
 
The situation presents a stark dichotomy. The developers of high-profile super-luxury
residences, including 432 Park Ave., 157 W. 57th St. and 20 W. 53rd. St., lure affluent
buyers with prime locations, architecture by star designers, huge windows with soaring
views, fancy fixtures, exotic wood and marble—and such energy-guzzling amenities as
heated pools, saunas and temperature-controlled wine cellars.
 
Commensurately sophisticated carbon-conscious equipment and materials would have offset
the impact. Instead, many luxury developers did not even invest in basic green systems.
 
A partnership between Harry Macklowe and Los Angeles real estate investment firm CIM,
for instance, eschewed high-efficiency natural-gas boilers—which have become
commonplace in new development—at the 1,400-foot-tall luxury spire they built at 432 Park
Ave. Rather, they used a system driven by steam from Con Edison—among the least efficient
sources for heat and hot water. Steam piped under the city's streets dissipates at a much faster



rate than electricity moving over the grid, experts say. As most New Yorkers can attest,
steam often leaks—wafting up from manhole covers—or is deliberately vented to alleviate
pressure.
 
According to data from 2016, the most recent released by the city, 432 Park Ave. used
214,900 British thermal units per square foot, 73% more than the median figure for
residential buildings in the city. The building's Energy Star score, a measure devised by the
Environmental Protection Agency to reflect energy use, was a dismal 4 out of 100. Most
multifamily buildings in the city—even if decades old—score above 50.
 
Reports indicate 432 Park Ave. achieved Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
certification status, perhaps the best-known sustainability scoring system. LEED certification,
however, weights criteria far removed from energy consumption, such as whether
construction materials are locally sourced and whether a building avoids paints and varnishes
that contain harmful solvents.
 
Developers say people shopping for upscale apartments do not focus on a property's energy
performance, unlike many corporate tenants, which require that their space meet
environmental benchmarks. Luxury residential builders have been wary to spend money on
energy-saving systems that they cannot recoup from buyers.
 
"It's not proven anyone will pay you a higher price per square foot for an apartment because
the building is more energy-efficient," said Joe McMillan, the principal and founder of
residential development firm DDG, a rarity among condo builders in that it has received or is
seeking LEED Silver or better certification for its eight projects in the city. "To go through
the process of LEED is not an insignificant sum of money. It costs hundreds of thousands of
dollars, at least. I believe the market will come to a point of recognizing it, but when, I don't
know."
 
The race for new echelons of luxury has exacerbated the carbon toll. Besides the pools,
saunas and wine cellars are amenities that more subtly suck up power, such as climate-
control systems that keep apartments at a constant temperature and humidity level to prevent
pricey furniture and art from swelling and contracting as seasons change.
 
The very shape of many new towers fosters inefficiency. Buildings have taken on needlelike
dimensions in recent years so developers can reap premium prices for commanding views.
Powerful elevators needed to quickly whisk tenants to residences high in the sky use more
electricity than conventional lifts, and pencil-shaped buildings leave more surface area to
bleed heat in the winter and cool air in the summer.
 
Meanwhile, concrete and glass—the materials of choice for high-end development—are
among the poorest insulators. Without mitigation efforts, buildings that fit these criteria
perform like energy hogs.
 
Take 157 W. 57th St., a 1,000-foot condo and hotel building clad in blue tinted glass.
Completed in 2014 by Extell, it pioneered a boom of supertall, ultra-luxury towers
overlooking Central Park. It used 291,500 BTUs per square foot in 2016, 66% more than the
typical residential and hotel property in the city. The building's electrical consumption alone
was twice the average for mixed-use hotel and residential properties. Energy Star score: 2.
 



The Baccarat Hotel and Residences at 20 W. 53rd. St., which used prismatic glass as a
signature element and brand attachment to the crystal maker, used 117% more BTUs and
78% more electricity per square foot than the median for residential buildings and hotels in
the city.
 
Rentals are more efficient
City officials were not paying close attention to projects' energy efficiency when 157 W. 57th
St. and 20 W. 53rd St. broke ground in 2010 and 2012, respectively. Gina Bocra, the
Department of Buildings' chief of sustainability, said it would be difficult to build properties
today that perform as poorly.
 
"Before 2014, there was little to no enforcement whether a property was meeting the baseline
efficiency levels set by the building code," she said. "And in 2016, we upgraded the code to
be 25% more efficient than it was."
 
Buildings constructed now must be about 50% more efficient than what was required in the
1980s, Bocra said.
 
Developers of rental properties have been notably more environmentally conscious than
condo builders, in large part because it benefits their bottom line to save on electricity, fuel
and water. For instance, the Durst Organization, which has been incorporating green
measures across its many properties and projects in the city, installed a blackwater treatment
system at the Helena and Via, two adjacent residential buildings it owns on the Far West
Side. The system collects wastewater, cleanses it in a 60,000-gallon vat with special microbes
and recycles it to the buildings' toilets and gardens.
 
"The buildings are about 47% more efficient than buildings of this size in terms of their
water consumption," said Sydney Mainster, Durst's director of sustainability. "It saves potable
water and saves the sewer system from having to take on our wastewater, which protects the
waterways."
 
At John F. Kennedy International Airport, MCR Development is installing natural gas–driven
reciprocating engines to fully power the new TWA Hotel, which will be completely off the
power grid. Waste heat from the generators will be harnessed to provide hot water, a
technique that is gaining currency. Extra energy will be stored in a truck-size battery for use
during peak periods.
 
Other builders have recently pursued even more cutting-edge standards. Justin Palmer,
founder and CEO of Synapse Development Group, adopted innovative techniques to build
Perch Harlem, a 34-unit, 7-story apartment building at 542 W. 153rd St. The $24 million
rental project achieved Passive House certification, one of the most stringent energy-
consumption standards, which limits BTUs per square foot to 38,100, less than a third of the
average.
 
"This building uses 80% to 90% less energy than a typical multifamily building," Palmer
said. "And it didn't cost more to design or implement. It's a false perception that you have to
make sacrifices to be energy-efficient."
 
Palmer gave the building an ultra-efficient foam facade and insulated every attachment
between it and the building's structure. It became, in effect, a thermos, locking in heat and



cold, regardless of the temperature outside. Heating and cooling accounts for roughly half of
a residential building's energy consumption, the Urban Green Council said, making climate
control crucial for efficiency.
 
"No one was building to Passive House standards in the city, but then again, no one had
really built an electric car before Elon Musk, and now he's crushing it," Palmer said. "My
view was, Let's take a radically different approach and build a community around
environmental responsibility."
 
Palmer aims to achieve Passive House standards at a 14-story rental project Synapse is
planning for Williamsburg.
 
On Roosevelt Island, The Related Cos. is building a 26-story student and faculty housing
project to Passive House standards as part of the new Cornell Tech campus. In recent years
the mega-developer has sought LEED certification for all its residential projects—rental and
condo—in the city.
 
Some other condo builders appear to be taking steps toward efficiency. Hines is equipping the
1,050-foot, pyramid-shaped condo tower it is raising next to the Museum of Modern Art with
5,747 highly insulating triple-pane windows. The German-made 12-foot-by-7-foot windows
cost millions more than conventional double-pane units, said David Penick, a vice president
at Hines. It may be the largest installation of ultra-efficient glass in the city.
 
"It makes a window behave almost like a solid wall in terms of its thermal performance,"
Penick said. "But it definitely costs a premium."
 
The firm, which has developed several other green-conscious projects in the city, including
the LEED Gold–certified office building at 7 Bryant Park, has its own efficiency mandates.
But it did not use energy savings in its pitch to potential buyers at 53 W. 53rd St., illustrating
the lack of confidence even environmentally oriented builders have that upscale buyers will
care. Instead, the windows are being touted for being draft-free and buffering outside noise.
 
"There's improved acoustic performance, and buyers will notice that it makes the perimeter of
an apartment very comfortable," Penick said.
 
At 40 Mercer St., a condo it recently built in SoHo, Hines considered using geothermal
energy, a technique where piping, bored hundreds of feet belowground, uses the ambient
temperature of the earth to provide heating in the winter and cooling in the summer. But the
property lacked the necessary basement space.
 
The city's building code now requires building owners to consult with energy experts on
ways to cut electricity and fuel consumption. In 2020 landlords will be required to publicly
post energy grades, akin to restaurants' cleanliness ratings.
 
A gulf, however, remains between just meeting the code and pushing the boundaries of
energy efficiency. Some condo developers appear focused on simply doing what is required.
Extell is building the condo spire Central Park Tower; at 1,550 feet, it will be the tallest
building by roof height in the city. A spokeswoman could not identify any systems or
materials that will allow it to perform better than Extell's energy dud at 157 W. 57th St.
 



A condo tower being raised by Zeckendorf Development at 520 Park Ave., east of Central
Park, appears to be following the same development model as a ritzy project the family-
owned firm raised more than a decade ago, 15 Central Park West. That property consumed
253,700 BTUs per square foot in 2016, almost double the median energy use, and had an
Energy Star score of 1, the lowest possible mark on the 100-point scale.
 
Vornado Realty Trust, meanwhile, is finishing 220 Central Park South, an 83-unit ultra-
luxury building near Columbus Circle. That building too does not appear to incorporate any
efficiency measures into its design.
 
"Just because these buildings are newly built doesn't mean they can't become energy-efficient
[in the future]," said Robbins of the Natural Resources Defense Council. "But it's going to
cost extra money to upgrade them. In some senses, given the wealthy buyers in these
properties, they're probably in a financial position to do everything they can to be more
efficient."
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With the New York Wheel given 120 days to come up with financing to get the project back on track, the
question investors have is: Do they have enough money to complete the project?
 
Last week it was announced that the New York Wheel reached an agreement with  the Holland-based
Mammoet-Starneth -- the contractor who walked off the job and was subsequently fired last year -- during
bankruptcy proceedings in Delaware Bankruptcy Court.
 
While the NY Wheel told the Advance the 120-day reprieve will be an opportunity  "to finalize its
financing arrangements and re-commence the construction and completion of the Wheel," investors are
skeptical.
 
"We had progress, but a renewed concern that the 'standstill' and 'required financing' suddenly called into
question the handling of the $500 million and a fear that there might be a significant shortfall in being able
to fund both the purchase of the wheel parts from [Mammoet-Starneth] the cost of [American Bridge
Company, which has been tapped by the Wheel to finish the project]   completing the works," said Marino
Katschmaryk, an investor from the United Kingdom.
 
"This is unfathomable, especially as the original budget was $280 million," he added, noting that he is
hopeful there is enough funding for the Wheel construction to continue.
 
Other investors -- many from the UK-based Challenger group -- have taken to Internet forums to discuss
their hope the project will continue. While some investors expressed optimism about the latest development,
others said they fear the Wheel will be too costly to complete.
 
UNCLEAR HOW MUCH IS NEEDED
 
While the NY Wheel told the Advance $400 million of the $580 million allotted for the project through
private investors was already spent when the project was indefinitely delayed last spring, it's unclear how
much financing is needed for the project to continue.
 
Since this is a privately-funded project, the NY Wheel has no obligation to disclose how much financing is
needed for the tourist attraction to come to fruition. And a spokesperson for the project declined comment
about the hiring of a new contractor and financing aspects of the project.
 
"The most important aspects of the settlement kick in when New York Wheel finalizes its financing
arrangements. Those aspects include conveyance of the Wheel components and the Wheel IP [intellectual
property] to New York Wheel, dismissal of the pending SDNY [Southern District of New York] litigation,
the exchange of mutual releases, and implementation of an agreed Chapter 11 plan for the debtor," said the
Wheel in its statement to the Advance last week.
 
INITIAL FUNDING
 
In 2015, the former NY Wheel CEO Rich Marin told the Advance the project was fueled by $195 million in
senior debt from the Highbridge Strategies hedge fund unit of JPMorgan Chase, $111 million in equity, and
$174 million from CanAm Enterprises as part of a federal green card program known as EB-5.
 
The lawyer for CanAm Enterprises didn't return several calls from the Advance about the latest
development in the NY Wheel saga.
 



QUOTES FOR WHEEL PARTS
 
Recent court proceedings also allow American Bridge Company to have the opportunity to buy parts of the
Wheel from Mammoet-Starneth, according to court documents.
 
"This quotation remains offered to AB (American Bridge) under the auspices of AB performing work to
complete the NYW (New York Wheel) on behalf of the owner," says Wieger Moen, global tender specialist
for Mammoet, in filed court papers.
 
A list of the parts and the payment Mammoet-Starneth wants for each item is included in the most recently
filed court documents.
 
Some of the parts and prices are as follows:
 
Staging equipment for the Wheel legs, $210,000
Leg shims and jacking, $60,000
Leg lift beam, $15,800
Rigid spoke rim foundation, $200,000
Rim reinforcements $2 million
Rim push open system/load release cylinders, $53,100
Total cost: $2.53 million
 
Court papers also indicate that Mammoet-Starneth would offer rental of equipment to American Bridge for
construction the Wheel.
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The agreement between the New York Wheel and its former contractor finalized in court
Wednesday allows the developer to hire a new company to finish the project.
 
The plan to build the observation wheel on the St. George waterfront has been stalled for nearly
one year. Problems began when the Holland-based Mammoet-Starneth walked off the job on May
26, 2017. The company was subsequently fired by the Wheel.
 
Mammoet-Starneth filed for bankruptcy in December. After failing to come to an agreement during
mediation in March, both the NY Wheel and Mammoet-Starneth have been in court trying to hash
out a deal.
 
On Wednesday, Judge Shelber Silverstein signed an agreement in Delaware Bankruptcy Court that
allows the New York Wheel 120 days to get the project to build a 630-foot-high observation wheel
on the St. George restarted, according to court documents.
 
"The New York Wheel is pleased to have been able to reach this agreement with the debtors and
the Mammoet entities.  It facilitates not only the ability to complete the Wheel, but also the
Debtor's consensual exit from chapter 11," said the NY Wheel in a written statement to the
Advance.
 
A spokesperson for Mammoet-Starneth wasn't immediately available for comment.
 
PAVING WAY TO HIRE NEW CONTRACTOR
 
The agreement allows the Wheel to move forward with hiring a new contractor to finish the
project, according to court records.
 
"The New York Wheel is committed to the development and completion of the project, and the
revitalization of the Staten Island waterfront destination that it will promote. The settlement paves
the way for the Wheel to continue to finalize its financing arrangements, and arrangements with a
new contractor, American Bridge, the builder of the new Tappan Zee Bridge, and ARUP, a world-
class, global engineering firm, and complete construction," said the NY Wheel.
 
"Both American Bridge and ARUP have experience in building observation Wheels of this type
having been involved in similar wheels in London and Las Vegas.  The New York Wheel has also
already commenced discussions with the suppliers that will be necessary for completion of the
project,"  the Wheel added.
 
120-DAY STANDSTILL
 
The agreement allows both parties to enter a 120-day standstill period, extending through Sept. 5.
The NY Wheel can terminate the deal at any time before the 120 days are up if it can't obtain
financing, court documents say.
 



In addition, the agreement dismisses the lawsuit the NY Wheel filed against Mammoet-Starneth for
breach of contract.
 
FINANCING NEEDED
 
While the NY Wheel told the Advance $400 million of the $580 million allotted for the project
through private investors was already spent when the project was indefinitely delayed last spring,
it's unclear how much financing is needed for the project to continue.
 
Since this is a privately-funded project, the NY Wheel has no obligation to disclose how much
financing is needed for the tourist attraction to come to fruition.
 
In 2015, former NY Wheel CEO Rich Marin told the Advance the project was fueled by $195
million in senior debt from the Highbridge Strategies hedge fund unit of JPMorgan Chase, $111
million in equity, and $174 million from CanAm Enterprises as part of a federal green card
program known as EB-5.
 
The lawyer for CanAm Enterprises didn't return several calls from the Advance about the latest
development in the NY Wheel saga.
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The real-estate arm of Brookfield Asset Management is in advanced talks with Kushner Cos.
to purchase roughly a 50% stake in 666 Fifth Ave. and invest hundreds of millions of dollars
in the Manhattan office tower, which has been at the center of a controversy over possible
conflicts of interest involving President Donald Trump’s son-in-law and top adviser, Jared
Kushner.
 
A deal could be reached this spring, according to people familiar with the matter.
 
But a number of issues still need to be resolved, including how much of the $1.4 billion of
debt on the building is going to be repaid and how disagreements within the partnership
would be worked out, the people said.
 
If the deal is finalized, the venture would use the hundreds of millions of dollars of new
capital from Brookfield to overhaul the property, which is about 30% vacant. Built in the
1950s, it lacks the modern features and designs needed to compete against newer buildings.
 
Brookfield, one of the world’s largest commercial real-estate companies, has teamed up with
the Kushners on other projects in the past, including redevelopment of the Monmouth Mall in
New Jersey. Brookfield also has experience in overhauling and modernizing Manhattan
office buildings, such as 450 West 33rd St., which was renamed Five Manhattan West.
 
The 39-story building at 666 Fifth has been a financial headache for the Kushner family ever
since it purchased the tower for $1.8 billion in 2007. A year later, the global financial crisis
sent property values and office occupancy rates tumbling. In 2011, the Kushners sold a
49.5% stake in 666 Fifth to Vornado Realty Trust and restructured the debt on the property.
 
The building lately has come under scrutiny because of concerns that Mr. Kushner, who is
married to Mr. Trump’s daughter, Ivanka Trump, might use his position in the White House
to help his family salvage its investment in 666 Fifth Ave. Those concerns persisted after Mr.
Kushner sold his stake in the property to a trust controlled by other family members.
 
Last year, Mr. Kushner’s father, Charles Kushner, was in talks to sell a stake in the property
to Anbang Insurance Group, a Chinese insurer with connections to the government in
Beijing. Under that $7.5 billion plan, the building would have been converted into a 1,400-
foot-tall mixed-use skyscraper with retail, hotel and condominiums.
 
After that deal collapsed, Charles Kushner decided to steer clear of controversial financing
sources such as sovereign government funds and the federal program known as EB-5, which
grants green cards to foreigners who invest in job-creating ventures. But limiting financing
sources in effect ruled out his ambitious conversion plan.



 
At the same time, pressure was mounting on Kushner and Vornado to do something because
the $1.4 billion in debt on the building matures in February. Also, the high vacancy rate at
666 Fifth has forced the owners to pay millions of dollars of debt service out of their pockets
every month.
 
The deal with Brookfield, reported earlier by the New York Times, would essentially be
structured as Brookfield purchasing Vornado’s stake in the property, people said. Vornado’s
chairman and chief executive, Steven Roth, told Vornado shareholders in April he had a
“handshake” deal to sell the company’s stake in the property back to Kushner Cos.
 
Brookfield Asset Management is planning to make its investment out of private real-estate
funds that it manages, according to the people familiar with the matter.
 
Brookfield Asset Management also is the largest single shareholder in Brookfield Property
Partners , a public real-estate company that has the Qatar Investment Authority as one of its
largest shareholders. The authority has an investment that could be converted into a roughly
7% stake in Brookfield Property Partners under certain conditions.
 
A spokeswoman for Brookfield Asset Management said in an email: “No Qatar-linked entity
has any involvement in, investment or even knowledge of this potential transaction. They are
in no way involved.”
 
It isn’t clear how much of the debt has to be paid off. When it was restructured in 2011, it
was carved up into two pieces, an “A-note” and a “B-note,” known as a “hope note” because
it is much riskier and carries a higher interest rate. The modification agreement at the time
described how proceeds of a “capital event” like a refinancing or a sale would be distributed
to the partners and debtholders.
 
But the wording of the restructuring is open to interpretation about what would happen in the
event of the type of transaction Kushner and Brookfield are now contemplating, according to
people familiar with the loan documents and a loan document reviewed by The Wall Street
Journal. In certain cases, there is a chance that B-note holders may not get paid what they
would be owed under other scenarios.
 
A spokesman for LNR Partners LLC, the so-called special servicer of the debt on the
property, declined to comment.
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Two workers were injured, one fatally, by a falling glass panel at the construction site of a
midtown skyscraper Saturday morning, authorities said.
 
Firefighters responded to the scene of the accident at 217 W. 57th St., not far from Columbus
circle, around 10:30 a.m.
 
Multiple reports say the 10-by-20-foot panel fell from the first floor of the building onto one
worker; the second worker was injured in his attempt to help his colleague.
 
Police identified the former as a 68-year-old male security worker, who suffered severe body
trauma and died, and the latter as a 27-year-old construction worker, whose injuries were
non-life-threatening.
 
Other construction workers were in the process of moving a large glass panel when it fell on
the victims, a preliminary investigation by the NYPD has found.
 
Both men were transported to Mount Sinai St. Luke's Hospital in Morningside Heights,
authorities said. The security worker was pronounced dead at the hospital.
 
The address given for the incident is that of the Central Park Tower, a residential building
that is expected to be the tallest in the country — at its full 1,550-foot-tall height — when it's
completed in 2020.
 
The 99-story building developed by the Extell Development Company and the Shanghai
Municipal Investment Group will become home to a Nordstrom flagship store at its base,
with 179 luxury condos and 50,000 square feet of amenities, according to Curbed.com.
 
The Department of Buildings responded scene of the accident to investigate a worker injury,
and they remained on site as of Saturday afternoon, an agency spokesman said. The
inspectors' investigation is ongoing.
 
Extell did not immediately respond to request for comment about the security of the
construction site.
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City officials ordered construction stopped on a Midtown mega-skyscraper where a security
guard was crushed to death when a glass well fell on him.
 
Harry Ramnauth, 67, died Saturday when an 8-foot by 14-foot glass plate weighing several
thousand pounds fell on top of him at 217 W. 57th St.
 
The glass plate was being stored in a ground-level loading bay where Ramnauth was
working.
 
A second man was injured when he tried to rescue Ramnauth, a Queens resident who worked
for Eddington Security.
 
The city Department of Buildings said it halted all work on the 1,550 foot tower that will
house a Nordstrom store and luxury condos.
 
Extell and Lend Lease, which oversee the project, said that they are cooperating with probers.
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WASHINGTON — Kim Kardashian West met with President Trump at the White House on
Wednesday, and the subject seemed an unlikely one for a glamorous celebrity and cosmetics
mogul: prison reform.
 
But the reason for Ms. Kardashian West’s interest is the case of Alice Johnson, a 63-year-old
Tennessee woman who, according to the nonprofit project Can-Do, was sentenced in 1996 to
life in prison on charges related to cocaine possession and money laundering.
 
Brittany K. Barnett, a member of Ms. Johnson’s legal team, said Ms. Kardashian West and
her lawyer, Shawn Chapman Holley, were scheduled to meet with a group of White House
officials — including the president’s son-in-law and senior adviser, Jared Kushner. Their
goal was to raise the issue of clemency for Ms. Johnson.
 
They ended up meeting with not just the initial group, but with the president, too.
 
“It was very general,” Ms. Barnett said of the meeting. “We just don’t know, but it seems
like the meeting was positive, and it is in President Trump’s hands now as to what he decides
to do.”
 
The president posted on Twitter shortly afterward about what he called a “great meeting,”
and he said that they had discussed “prison reform and sentencing.”
 
The White House is reviewing Ms. Johnson’s case, an administration official said.
 
As a driving force behind her family’s sizable empire, Ms. Kardashian West’s ability to
successfully champion causes, sell her wares and denounce her critics rivals the president’s.
She is also one of the few high-profile celebrities to break through the resistance-leaning
force field much of Hollywood has drawn around itself when it comes to interacting with the
Trumps.
 
Ms. Kardashian West told the website Mic that she had become inspired to help fight the
charges against Ms. Johnson after watching a viral video the site had made that described the
case.
 
“There was a reason why I was looking at my Twitter at that moment,” Ms. Kardashian West
said of when she became aware of the case. “I was meant to come across it.”
 
Ms. Barnett, who has served as a member of Ms. Johnson’s legal team since November, said
that Ms. Kardashian West and Ms. Johnson have spoken over the phone but have never met
in person.



 
“We’re grateful that Kim is using her platform to shine light on this issue,” Ms. Barnett said
in an interview. “Alice Johnson has paid her debt to society. To keep her incarcerated a day
longer is morally and economically indefensible.”
 
In the Mic interview, Ms. Kardashian West said she had been in contact with the White
House on behalf of Ms. Johnson to bring “her case to the president’s desk” and to lobby the
White House to release her. A White House official confirmed Wednesday that Ms.
Kardashian West had reached out to Mr. Kushner, who has been working on prisons and the
sentencing issue, through his wife, Ivanka Trump, the president’s eldest daughter.
 
Ms. Kardashian West’s visit might also end up inadvertently highlighting the conflicts and
uphill battles ahead for the administration’s plan for a criminal justice system overhaul. Mr.
Kushner has taken the reins on the project and is pushing legislation that could help decrease
recidivism by offering incentives for prisoners, including job training programs, halfway
houses and early release.
 
But Mr. Kushner has encountered opposition from Attorney General Jeff Sessions, a hard-
liner who last year began reversing the Obama administration’s efforts to ease penalties, like
mandatory minimum sentences, for some nonviolent drug violations. A difference in views
has led to a turf-war that recently resulted in the resignation of the director of the Federal
Bureau of Prisons.
 
The degree to which Ms. Kardashian West’s interest in the overhaul of the criminal justice
system expands beyond Ms. Johnson’s case is unclear. Ms. Kardashian West was not
immediately available for comment on Wednesday, but after advertising her new line of nude
lip liners and sharing thoughts from her sister on motherhood, she spoke directly about Ms.
Johnson to her 60 million Twitter followers: “Happy Birthday Alice Marie Johnson. Today is
for you.”
 
After the meeting, Mrs. Kardashian West said in a statement relayed through her publicist
that she was hopeful Mr. Trump would eventually grant Ms. Johnson clemency.
 
“We are optimistic about Ms. Johnson’s future and hopeful that she — and so many like her
— will get a second chance at life,” the statement said.
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Income Inequality in the News:
 
The Net Neutrality Repeal Is Official. Here’s How That Could Affect You.
NY TIMES - Keith Collins
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/11/technology/net-neutrality-repeal.html?
action=click&module=RelatedCoverage&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
 
It’s official. The Federal Communications Commission’s repeal of net neutrality rules, which
had required internet service providers to offer equal access to all web content, took effect on
Monday.
 
The rules, enacted by the administration of President Barack Obama in 2015, prohibited
internet providers from charging more for certain content or from giving preferential
treatment to certain websites.
 
After the commission voted to repeal the rules in December, it faced a public outcry, legal
challenges from state attorneys general and public interest groups, and a push by Democratic
lawmakers to overturn the decision. The opponents argued that the repeal would open the
door for service providers to censor content online or charge additional fees for better service
— something that could hurt small companies — and several states have taken steps to
impose the rules on a local level.
 
Still, the repeal was a big win for Ajit Pai, the F.C.C.’s chairman, who has long opposed the
regulations, saying they impeded innovation. He once said they were based on “hypothetical
harms and hysterical prophecies of doom.”
 
In an op-ed column published on CNET Monday, Mr. Pai argued that the repeal was good for
consumers because it restored the Federal Trade Commission’s authority over internet service



providers.
 
“In 2015, the F.C.C. stripped the F.T.C. — the nation’s premier consumer protection agency
— of its authority over internet service providers. This was a loss for consumers and a
mistake we have reversed,” Mr. Pai wrote.
 
These are the rules that were repealed
The original rules laid out a regulatory plan that addressed a rapidly changing internet. Under
those regulations, broadband service was considered a utility under Title II of the
Communications Act, giving the F.C.C. broad power over internet providers. The rules
prohibited these practices:
 
BLOCKING Internet service providers could not discriminate against any lawful content by
blocking websites or apps.
 
THROTTLING Service providers could not slow the transmission of data because of the
nature of the content, as long as it was legal.
 
PAID PRIORITIZATION Service providers could not create an internet fast lane for
companies and consumers who paid premiums, and a slow lane for those who didn’t.
 
What’s everyone worried about?
Many consumer advocates argued that once the rules were scrapped, broadband providers
would begin selling the internet in bundles, not unlike cable television packages. Want access
to Facebook and Twitter? Under a bundling system, getting on those sites could require
paying for a premium social media package.
 
Another major concern is that consumers could suffer from pay-to-play deals. Without rules
prohibiting paid prioritization, a fast lane could be occupied by big internet and media
companies, as well as affluent households, while everyone else would be left in the slow lane.
 
Some small-business owners are worried, too, that industry giants could pay to get an edge
and leave them on an unfair playing field.
 
E-commerce start-ups have feared that they could end up on the losing end of paid
prioritization, with their websites and services loading more slowly than those run by internet
behemoths. Remote workers of all kinds, including freelancers and franchisees in the so-
called gig economy, could similarly face higher costs to do their jobs from home.
 
“Internet service providers now have the power to block websites, throttle services and
censor online content,” Jessica Rosenworcel, a Democratic member of the commission who
voted against the repeal, said in an emailed statement Monday. “They will have the right to
discriminate and favor the internet traffic of those companies with whom they have pay-for-
play arrangements and the right to consign all others to a slow and bumpy road.”
 
Why it may not matter to you
Several states have taken measures to ensure the rules stay in effect. For example, in March,
Gov. Jay Inslee of Washington, a Democrat, signed a  law that effectively replaced the
federal rules. Others, including the governors of Montana and New York, used executive
orders to force net neutrality.



 
As of late May, 29 state legislatures had introduced bills meant to ensure net neutrality,
according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.
 
Still, several of these measures have failed, some are still pending, and not every state has
taken such actions.
 
The argument against the rules
The F.C.C. said it had repealed the rules because they restrained broadband providers like
Verizon and Comcast from experimenting with new business models and investing in new
technology. Its chairman has long argued against the rules, pointing out that before they were
put into effect in 2015, service providers had not engaged in any of the practices the rules
prohibited.
 
“America’s internet economy became the envy of the world thanks to a market-based
approach that began in the mid-1990s,” Mr. Pai said in a speech at the Mobile World
Congress in February.
 
“The United States is simply making a shift from pre-emptive regulation, which foolishly
presumes that every last wireless company is an anti-competitive monopolist, to targeted
enforcement based on actual market failure or anti-competitive conduct,” he said.
 
In Monday’s op-ed, he repeated his argument that the internet thrived without net neutrality
rules in place for most of its existence. “President Clinton and a Republican Congress agreed
on a light-touch framework to regulating the internet. Under that approach, the internet was
open and free. Network investment topped $1.5 trillion,” he wrote.
 
Several internet providers made public pledges that they would not block or throttle sites once
the rules were repealed. The companies argued that Title II gave the F.C.C. too much control
over their business, and that the regulations made it hard to expand their networks.
 
#NetNeutrality trending
Democratic lawmakers who are opposed to the repeal took to social media, promising to
reinstate the regulations. Barbara Underwood, New York’s attorney general, noted that
lawsuits opposing the repeal were still pending.
 
“The people saying we can’t pass the resolution to #SaveTheInternet in the House are the
same people who were saying we couldn’t do it in the Senate,” Sen. Ed Markey of
Massachusetts wrote on Twitter. “Ignore them. Just keep fighting.”
 
Still, others cheered the rollback. Brendan Carr, a Republican member of the FCC, said on
Twitter: “Americans are passionate about the free and open internet. We don’t want to be
blocked or throttled or have our online experience subject to the whims of an internet
provider.”
 
The internet was already changed
Perhaps the repeal won’t change the direction of the internet. On Monday, Farhad Manjoo
argued in his New York Times column that “by the time Tom Wheeler, an F.C.C. chief under
President Barack Obama, handed down rules to protect neutrality in 2015, we had already
strayed quite far from the internet of the early 2000s, where upstarts ruled our lives.”



 
“Today, the internet is run by giants. A handful of American tech behemoths — Amazon,
Apple, Facebook, Google and Microsoft — control the most important digital infrastructure,
while a handful of broadband companies — AT&T, Charter, Comcast and Verizon — control
most of the internet connections in the United States,” he wrote.
 
The Fed’s Biggest Dilemma: Is the Booming Job Market a Problem?
WSJ - Nick Timiraos
https://www.wsj.com/articles/jerome-powells-dilemma-is-the-booming-job-market-a-
problem-1528726906
 
No question looms larger for Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell than this: How low
can the U.S. unemployment rate safely go?
 
Only twice in the past half-century has unemployment fallen to its current rate of 3.8%—for
a few years in the late 1960s and for one month in 2000.
 
The ’60s episode spurred years of soaring inflation that would take a decade for policy
makers to corral. The latter coincided with a technology bubble that, when it burst, caused the
2001 recession.
 
The Fed is likely to announce Wednesday it is raising its benchmark short-term interest rate
to a range between 1.75% and 2%, the latest in a series of increases aimed at avoiding such
outcomes by keeping the economy on an even keel.
 
Then, Mr. Powell will have to answer the unemployment question. His response will
determine how high and fast interest rates will rise.
 
That call could define his four-year term as the Fed’s new leader—the first in more than 30
years who isn’t an economist. It will shape whether millions left behind in this expansion will
get a chance to join in; whether inflation—stamped out and buried over the past quarter-
century—makes an unexpected comeback; or whether financial bubbles, which crippled the
economy twice in the past 20 years, return.
 
It will also test Mr. Powell’s ability to guide the economy through a patch when historic
models don’t seem to apply.
 
Mr. Powell, a lawyer and financier, is no stranger to the Fed. He joined its board of governors
in 2012 and managed unglamorous operational issues: payment-processing systems, the
revamp of a major interbank lending rate and relations with the system’s 12 regional banks as
the board’s primary go-between.
 
In his first months as chairman, he has cleared his desk. Monetary policy and taking measure
of the economy now consume his time and energy, according to interviews with Fed officials.
 
He and other Fed officials have been studying the low unemployment episode of the 1960s
for clues, poring over simulations to understand what might happen if unemployment keeps
falling and debating whether traditional models for joblessness and inflation still work. The
Fed has long operated under the framework that if joblessness falls too low, rising labor costs
dominate and lead to higher inflation.



 
Mr. Powell secured two monetary policy experts as top lieutenants. With his extensive input,
the White House nominated Columbia University’s Richard Clarida to become the Fed’s vice
chairman.
 
The White House had interviewed for the job another favorite of Mr. Powell’s, San Francisco
Fed President John Williams. After the administration passed on Mr. Williams for vice
chairman, Mr. Powell played a behind-the-scenes role engineering his selection as the next
leader of the New York Fed, considered one of the most important jobs in the Fed system,
according to people familiar with the process.
 
As a Fed governor, Mr. Powell sometimes chafed at the central bank’s academic bureaucracy.
It generates world-class analysis but sometimes grinds such a fine point that weeks could go
by before he would receive an elaborate presentation delivering the answer to a question.
 
As chairman, Mr. Powell prefers more informal, direct and immediate interaction with the
Fed’s staff of Ph.D. economists. He frequently arrives for work at 6:15 a.m. and peppers them
with questions via email at all hours, according to people familiar with the matter.
 
The Fed is closer than it has been in at least a decade to achieving both of its congressional
mandates—to maximize employment and maintain low, stable inflation. Officials seek 2%
annual inflation because they view that as consistent with an economy with healthy demand
for goods and services.
 
The employment debate is taking on more urgency because joblessness is expected to keep
falling due to a burst of economic stimulus from recent tax cuts and government spending
increases.
 
If hiring and workforce participation trends since January continue, unemployment would
reach as low as 3.3% by December, way below Fed officials’ estimates of the level that is
sustainable over the long run.
 
Among the questions preoccupying Mr. Powell: Could a tighter labor market bring in people
not already in the job market and raise workforce participation rates? If that happens, the
economy will be in a position to draw on those unused resources and keep growing without
overheating. That would allow the Fed to raise rates more slowly than it otherwise would.
 
If there aren’t people outside of the labor market ready to enter, the Fed could raise rates
more aggressively. Higher inflation requires tighter credit to keep price pressures in check.
 
The wrong choice could trigger a recession. For now, the Fed is on a course to gradually raise
interest rates, and Mr. Powell has signaled continuity with the approach of Janet Yellen, his
predecessor. But economists who worked with both Fed leaders said differences in their
backgrounds could ultimately lead the current chairman, who uses the nickname Jay, to steer
a slightly different course.
 
“Yellen had 30 years of background in macroeconomic modeling,” said Alan Detmeister, an
economist at UBS Securities who used to lead the prices and wages section of the Fed. She
was convinced that low unemployment rates eventually will lead to higher inflation, he noted,
though she resisted a rigid interpretation of the rule in recent years.



 
“Jay is more willing to look at alternative formulations since he doesn’t come with a huge
amount of baggage,” he said.
 
The risk of economic overheating was a central topic of discussion last month at a gathering
of central bankers at the Bank for International Settlements in Basel, Switzerland, which Mr.
Powell and current New York Fed President William Dudley attended.
 
Key to the Fed’s considerations is an economic concept developed in the late 1960s by
Milton Friedman known as the natural rate of unemployment. Some economists believe this
level balances the supply and demand for labor, and that below it, inflation accelerates—
driven by employers paying higher wages to attract workers.
 
Fed officials’ estimates of the natural rate have dropped in recent years as unemployment fell
faster than they predicted. Their estimate tumbled from 5.1% three years ago to 4.7% last
year to 4.5% in March. By this measure, unemployment is already below safe levels.
 
Under Ms. Yellen, the Fed held off on multiple rate increases in 2015 and 2016, when the
unemployment rate was reaching some officials’ estimates of the natural rate. It raised rates
just once each year.
 
“I, frankly, think the committee has done the right thing in doing that, because you do have a
recovery of participation,” Mr. Powell said in response to questions after a New York speech
in February 2017, referring to gains in the share of adults holding or seeking jobs from
postrecession lows. “That wasn’t at all clear three or four years ago. People were saying…
those people aren’t coming back.”
 
Officials now seem less sure that low interest rates will keep boosting workforce
participation, which has returned to prerecession levels, adjusting for the aging population.
 
Mr. Powell has said the natural rate of unemployment could be anywhere from 3.5% to 5%.
 
The uncertainty reflected in these estimates isn’t new, said former Fed Vice Chairman Alan
Blinder. “What’s new is how very low the unemployment rate is compared to what we
thought the natural rate was not very long ago,” he said.
 
Estimates of the natural rate are particularly important to the Fed because economists have
long held that inflation rises as unemployment moves down, and vice versa. This so-called
Phillips curve, named for the New Zealand economist, A.W. Phillips, who first advanced the
framework in 1958, is controversial within the economics profession but remains popular
within the Fed.
 
Fed officials “are tightening on a theory, and that theory is the Phillips curve,” said Vincent
Reinhart, chief economist of Standish Mellon and former director of the Fed’s monetary
policy division.
 
Complicating matters for the Fed, the Phillips curve has been flat for the past 20 years,
meaning big swings in unemployment haven’t significantly affected U.S. inflation.
 
Conservatives including President Donald Trump’s top economic adviser, Lawrence Kudlow,



have dismissed the Phillips curve. They say inflation accelerates not because of hiring booms
but due to excess money creation by the Fed.
 
A few Fed officials have grown skeptical of the central bank’s devotion to the Phillips curve
for other reasons. They hesitate to rely on a model that would have called for more aggressive
interest-rate rises in 2015 and 2016, because the jobless rate implied inflation would soon
heat up. In fact, millions of Americans found jobs and inflation remained low.
 
“We are too focused on the unemployment-rate number,” Minneapolis Fed President Neel
Kashkari  said in an April interview. He calls it a “broken gauge” that doesn’t capture extra
labor-market slack.
 
This group argues that if inflation is the worry, the Fed should wait until it sees it moving
higher before raising interest rates much, if at all. This would upend the Fed’s practice of
adjusting rates based on economic forecasts, because monetary policy works with long time
lags.
 
The “traditional and well-founded preference for acting pre-emptively on a forecast is very
much called into question” by the feeble response of inflation to declining unemployment,
said Mr. Blinder.
 
A second group of officials rejects this thinking. They say unemployment is well below a
sustainable level. They worry it is just a matter of time before imbalances emerge—either
excess inflation or financial bubbles—and if they wait until then, they will have to raise rates
aggressively, causing a recession.
 
“When we overshoot by too far, something becomes unsustainable—wages and prices, or
assets,” said Boston Fed President Eric Rosengren  in an interview last month. When the Fed
has to play catch-up, unemployment rises “not by tenths of a percentage point, but by
percentage points. It’s very, very costly.”
 
Mr. Rosengren is an example of how the ground is shifting under Mr. Powell’s feet; for most
of the expansion Mr. Rosengren was among the Fed’s strongest advocates of easy money
policies. Now he favors higher rates.
 
A paper last year by former Fed staffers underscores his worries. Looking at city-level data,
economists found inflation picked up more quickly once the jobless rate fell below 3.75%.
One of the researchers, UBS’s Mr. Detmeister, said the paper argues for maintaining the
Fed’s current approach of raising interest rates with the goal of anticipating where the
economy will be 12-to-24 months ahead. The findings were shared broadly within the Fed,
including with Mr. Powell.
 
Many Fed officials, including Mr. Powell, appear to sit somewhere between these two camps.
They aren’t ready to dismiss the traditional models. But they also say globalization,
technology and demographic changes mean a low-unemployment economy may not face the
same price pressures as it did in the 1960s.
 
Today’s economy has more college-educated workers than in the past, which depresses the
natural rate of unemployment because they have lower unemployment rates than others.
 



Fed officials are also hesitant to draw too many lessons from the low-unemployment episode
from the late 1960s because people now expect inflation to remain stable.
 
In the 1960s and 1970s, if inflation went up one year, consumers expected it to rise by at
least as much the following year. Officials believe such expectations can be self-fulfilling as
workers demand pay increases and businesses raise prices in anticipation.
 
But in the early 1980s, the Fed ratcheted interest rates up into the double-digits, slowing
inflation dramatically by pushing the economy into a severe recession. It demonstrated the
central bank’s commitment to keep prices in check, and the approach has held since then.
 
Fed research published in 2016 used the 1960s experience to measure the point where
inflation pressures begin to harm the economy, including by leading expectations of higher
prices to become self-reinforcing as they did in the 1970s. The research, which was
presented to Mr. Powell, concluded this happens when inflation rises by 3% on a sustained
basis, using the Fed’s preferred gauge and excluding volatile food and energy categories.
Using this gauge, inflation is currently rising 1.8%.
 
Given the anchoring of inflation expectations, Mr. Kashkari said it is no surprise that inflation
is unresponsive to low unemployment today. “The more credibility we have with the market
and with employees and employers, the less responsive they are going to be to minor changes
in the economy,” he said.
 
In the late 1960s, when inflation began to accelerate just months after the unemployment rate
dropped below 4%, the Fed cut interest rates, partly due to political pressure.
 
“Nobody on this committee will allow that to happen,” said Mr. Kashkari. “I just don’t see
any echoes of that today.”
 
Opinion: What to Do When the Labor Market Stops Working for Workers
WSJ - Alan S. Blinder
https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-to-do-when-the-labor-market-stops-working-for-
workers-1528756950
 
It has been a tough several decades for American labor, and now the Trump administration,
Congress and the Supreme Court are all piling on. The latest blow was the high court’s 5-4
decision last month in Epic Systems v. Lewis. The justices held that employers may use
mandatory arbitration clauses to prevent workers from banding together to pursue their legal
rights in a class-action suit against the company. The message was clear: Workers of the
United States, don’t try to unite. You’re on your own.
 
Many people who worry about the fortunes of workers are focused on the rise of the “gig
economy.” This new corner of the labor market features a lot of freedom and flexibility, sure,
but also less-than-stellar wages and few if any fringe benefits. Yet although Uber alone has
an army of more than 800,000 drivers, the gig economy is far smaller than many people
think, because these workers are on the job only part-time.
 
The Supreme Court’s arbitration decision, by contrast, will affect tens of millions of
employees. When disputes arise over pay, working conditions, or whatever else, workers
must now face off against their employers one-on-one. If that sounds like an unfair fight, it



is. It’s a prime reason unions were formed more than a century ago. Sadly, fewer and fewer
American workers today have a union to fight on their behalf.
 
There is a good argument for mandatory arbitration in many contract disputes. We Americans
don’t need to fight everything out in court. But the case for arbitration is a lot stronger when
the dispute is between two equals—say, two businesses in a joint venture—than between an
individual worker who can’t afford lawyers and a company that can.
 
Arbitration has a long history, but its prevalence in the workplace is new. In 1995, only 7.6%
of employers had instituted mandatory arbitration, according to a survey by the Government
Accountability Office. Today 53.9% of nonunion companies have done so, per a survey last
year commissioned by the Economic Policy Institute. This figure is sure to rise given the
Supreme Court’s decision.
 
Another problem for labor, one that has only recently drawn attention, is the widespread use
of noncompete clauses. This practice looks like another sound idea run wild. Noncompetes
have a legitimate role: to protect trade secrets that core employees might otherwise take to
another firm or use to start a competing business. No one doubts that companies with
valuable trade secrets, like Google, Coca-Cola and many others, should be allowed to compel
certain vital employees to sign noncompetes as a condition of employment.
 
But nowadays even many ordinary workers, privy to no such knowledge, are being asked to
sign such agreements. Several fast-food chains have either asked workers to sign
noncompetes or prohibited their franchisees from hiring workers away from other
franchisees.
 
A 2016 study by the Treasury Department found that an amazing 18% of American workers
were currently bound by noncompetes, and 37% had been so bound at some point in their
careers. Surely few of these folks are carrying trade secrets. Most cases amount to restraints
of trade, pure and simple. Employers impose noncompetes to reduce worker mobility and
thereby to hold down wages.
 
If the labor market is functioning smoothly, why don’t workers faced with unfair arbitration
clauses or noncompetes simply depart for another job? One answer is that the labor market
really isn’t working all that well after all. There is developing evidence that employers in the
U.S. hold monopsony power—monopoly power on the buyer’s side. Remember, a company
with a monopoly can restrict supply so as to obtain higher prices for what it sells. Similarly, a
monopsony can restrict demand so as to obtain lower prices for what it buys.
 
Students learn about monopsony in introductory economics and then, for the most part, forget
about it other than as an intellectual curiosum. Oh, some gigantic buyers like Walmart do
have monopsony power, which they use to extract lower prices from suppliers. But
monopsony power may seem far-fetched in the vast U.S. labor market, where the biggest
buyer (Walmart again) accounts for less than 1% of total employment.
 
Think again. Most labor markets are more local than national. How many workers in Detroit
shop for jobs in Seattle? Recent economic studies show that many local labor markets are
surprisingly concentrated, giving employers some monopsony power. Furthermore, the degree
of this local concentration has increased since the late 1970s. This rising monopsony power
over labor holds back wages, restricts job opportunities, and gives businesses the leverage to



shove mandatory arbitration clauses and noncompetes down workers’ throats.
 
The U.S. has used antitrust laws and merger guidelines to protect consumers from the
exercise of monopoly power for more than a century. It’s not well recognized, but those same
laws and processes could be used to protect workers. Regulators and courts could ban
practices like mandatory arbitration and noncompete clauses where they serve to limit
competition. They could block mergers that would further monopsonize a local labor market.
These kinds of moves would require new thinking in Washington—or, perhaps more likely,
in state capitols. But maybe, as a recent provocative paper by Suresh Naidu, Eric Posner and
Glen Weyl suggests, it’s time for a more evenhanded approach.
 
Mr. Blinder is a professor of economics and public affairs at Princeton University and a
former vice chairman of the Federal Reserve. His most recent book is “Advice and Dissent”
(Basic, 2018).
 
Opinion: Give Immigrant Entrepreneurs Green Cards, Not ‘Parole’
WSJ - Paul Donnelly
https://www.wsj.com/articles/give-immigrant-entrepreneurs-green-cards-not-parole-
1528756984
 
Political fights over detained immigrant children and the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program have dominated the immigration debate for the past few months. Yet the
White House’s recent revocation of the Obama administration’s “entrepreneur parole” rule,
which allowed immigrant business-owners a conditional stay in the U.S., may say more
about the depth of America’s immigration problem.
 
The flaws in the parole rule start with its language. The Obama White House described the
provision as an example of “merit-based immigration,” or an “entrepreneur’s visa.” But
parole is not a visa, and it certainly doesn’t help immigrants become new Americans.
 
In fact, “parole” in the rule has the same meaning as in criminal law. When a convict is
paroled, he can leave prison—but his sentence hasn’t been completed. He’s neither pardoned
nor exonerated. Rather, the convict remains a criminal and will be hauled in for the slightest
infraction. Treating immigrant business owners like criminals isn’t exactly a reward for doing
well in America.
 
The policy was well-intended: A foreigner who invents a better mousetrap should be
encouraged to stay. Congress previously attempted to attract immigrants who directly employ
workers in 1990 with the EB-5 visa program, which provides green cards to investors. But
the program later created a scandal when it was expanded to allow pooled investments as a
way to buy green cards.
 
Entrepreneur parole was structured even more poorly. Nearly 140,000 immigrants each year
attain employment-based green cards, and most of them are sponsored by employers. But
entrepreneurs aren’t employees. To create jobs, they need to raise money and make their
businesses work.
 
The Obama administration granted immigrant entrepreneurs permission to remain in the U.S.
that could be revoked at any time. If the business hit a glitch, a paroled immigrant could be
deported while his intellectual property remained with investors. Had the U.S. treated



Alexander Graham Bell like this, he’d have invented the telephone in Canada. When the
Small Business Association held a discussion on entrepreneur parole in 2016, entrepreneurs
and investors alike panned the idea.
 
Instead of parole, entrepreneurs should get the same status as other sanctioned immigrants: a
green card. It doesn’t matter how job-creating foreigners get their green cards. Intel founder
Andy Grove and Google founder Sergey Brin, for example, both came to the U.S. as
refugees.
 
Marriage is the most common way to get a green card. But work authorization for the
spouses of H-1B visa holders is another Obama-administration initiative that President
Trump overturned. When married people get employment-based green cards, their often
highly skilled spouses should as well.
 
During the 2016 presidential campaign Mr. Trump condemned immigration as the source of
Americans’ economic troubles. But his analysis gets things backward. Rather than compound
America’s problems, immigrants resolve them by creating jobs, the way the founders of Intel
and Google did.
 
Yet immigrant workers can affect the job market negatively—when bad policies prevent
them from becoming free agents in the workforce. Programs like entrepreneur parole and
guest-worker visas like the H-1Bs create backlogs that indenture workers for decades, forcing
them into poorly compensated temporary work arrangements.
 
Employers like the leverage they have over employees who are guest workers and illegal
residents. Many defenders of immigration are satisfied simply that these immigrants are able
to remain in the country, while immigration restrictionists are happy as long as the new
arrivals don’t earn full legal status. The inequity created by this tenuous class of immigrants
is the source of the nativism on which Mr. Trump capitalized.
 
Immigrants generally don’t possess an unfair advantage over those who were born in the
U.S., because well-regulated immigration doesn’t dilute the workforce. Instead it renews the
country and the economy, helping make America the richest and most innovative nation in
history.
 
The answer to America’s immigration problems should be more green cards, faster. The U.S.
can’t build liberty and prosperity for all on more people with fewer rights.
 
Mr. Donnelly was communications director of the bipartisan U.S. Commission on
Immigration Reform (1994-97).
 
Maine’s governor blocked Medicaid expansion for years. The race to replace him,
explained.
VOX - Dylan Scott
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/6/11/17442930/maine-governor-candidates-
election-medicaid-expansion
 
Maine voters overwhelmingly supported Medicaid expansion last November, but it still
hasn’t happened yet. And it may just be their vote to choose the next governor that finally
finishes the job.



 
Outgoing Republican Gov. Paul LePage has deployed every tool at his disposal to stop Maine
from expanding Medicaid to 70,000 of Maine’s poorest residents, as voters said they wanted
in a 2017 ballot initiative by an overwhelming 18-point margin. Claiming it would cost too
much money for the state (the vast majority of the cost is shouldered by the federal
government), LePage’s government missed the April deadline set in the ballot initiative to
officially expand the program under the Affordable Care Act.
 
But LePage is term-limited, forced out of office in 2019. The race to replace him should be
one of 2018’s most competitive gubernatorial elections in the country, giving Democrats a
major chance to reclaim a governorship. Mainers will vote this Tuesday to select Democratic
and Republican candidates for the general election, under a new ranked-choice system.
 
Expansion supporters are pursuing legal action against LePage to force him into
implementing it quickly. But if courts don’t rule in their favor or if the fight drags out, the
fate of Medicaid expansion is very much at stake in the fall election. All the major
Democratic candidates want to expand the program as soon as possible. All the Republicans
oppose it.
 
Paul LePage’s Medicaid expansion obstruction, briefly explained
Paul LePage really hates Medicaid expansion. He vetoed five different bills passed by the
Maine legislature to expand the program under Obamacare, arguing that it was too expensive
for the state, even though the federal government initially covered 100 percent of the costs
and will cover 90 percent in perpetuity. He has sought to cut the existing Medicaid program
by instituting work requirements and requiring beneficiaries to pay more out of pocket for
health care.
 
When Maine voters said they wanted to expand Medicaid, LePage was still defiant. He said
he would only expand the program if state lawmakers came up with some very specific and
potentially unrealistic ways to pay for it — conditions that were not set in the ballot initiative
that voters approved.
 
Medicaid expansion supporters quickly sued to try to force LePage to expand Medicaid under
the referendum. They are winning too: Last week, a state judge ordered LePage to file
paperwork for Medicaid expansion very soon. The governor’s office has already appealed the
court decision.
 
If the courts back up expansion supporters, the state could be compelled to follow the ballot
initiative before the end of the LePage administration. But it is possible — whether because
they lose in court or because the next state legislature and governor need to appropriate the
state’s share of the costs — that the issue won’t be resolved before LePage leaves office. The
next governor could also try to roll back the expansion once they get into office.
 
“The next governor could act to thwart that or to try to repeal the law. So the gubernatorial
obviously matters,” Robyn Merrill, executive director of Maine Equal Justice Partners, which
is leading the legal fight for expansion, told me. “But it is our hope and it is more than likely
that people will be getting coverage under expansion before next January.”
 
The Democratic candidates for governor are ready to expand Medicaid
Whatever differences there are among the Democratic candidates, Medicaid expansion is not



one of them. Every major candidate wants Maine to finally follow through and expand
coverage to its poorest residents.
 
“The evidence is overwhelming: states that expand Medicaid have lower healthcare costs,
healthier citizens, more stable hospital systems and stronger economic growth,” Janet Mills,
Maine’s attorney general, who is considered the leading Democratic contender, told a local
newspaper. “I’m fully committed to ensuring Medicaid expansion is implemented now, in
accordance with the will of the people.”
 
In the best poll we have of the race, Mills — attorney general since 2013, a state lawmaker
before that — was way ahead of the field, with 32 percent of the vote. But Maine is using a
new, first-of-its-kind ranked voting system, which adds a little more uncertainty to the race.
 
In a traditional primary election, the candidate who gets the most votes, whatever that number
is, wins. Obviously. But here is how Maine’s new voting system works, as helpfully
described by the Huffington Post’s Sam Levine:
 
Voters rank the candidates in their party’s primary in order of preference.
 
If no candidate gets an outright majority, the candidate who got the fewest first-place votes is
eliminated.
 
The second-place votes of those who supported the eliminated candidate then get distributed
to the remaining candidates.
 
The process continues until one candidate gets more than 50 percent of the first-place votes
and is declared the winner.
 
So while Mills is the frontrunner, she has some credible challengers. Mark Eves, a former
Maine House speaker, had 16 percent of the vote, good enough for second place, in the poll
we have. State Sen. Mark Dion had 10 percent. Democratic organizer Adam Cote was the
other notable finisher at 9 percent.
 
Whichever candidate emerges from the process will be a Democrat who wants to expand
Medicaid.
 
The Republican candidates want to keep blocking Medicaid expansion
Meanwhile, a victorious Republican candidate in the governor’s race could continue to gum
up the Medicaid expansion process. Every prominent GOP candidate is following LePage’s
lead and opposes it, no matter the outcome of last November’s referendum. (And, on the
whole, they are tying themselves as closely as they can to the outgoing governor.)
 
Business executive Shawn Moody, the leader in the Republican primary based on the best
available polling, effectively deemed the 2017 vote in favor of Medicaid expansion invalid in
a statement to the Portsmouth Herald:
 
Out-of-state interests came into Maine with large sums of money to put this issue on the
ballot and pass it, without a plan to pay for it. Most Maine people were not told about the
significant price tag attached. Gov. LePage just paid off a $750 million debt to Maine’s
hospitals, as a result of the last failed Medicaid expansion. Someone who is not disabled



should contribute some amount to their own costs. This welfare expansion will not strengthen
Maine’s economy. I will not support funding Medicaid expansion by raising taxes on hard
working Mainers or job creators.
 
Much like Mills on the Democratic side, Moody looks like the frontrunner — he had 36
percent of the vote in that poll — but he doesn’t seem to have a majority and faces several
credible Republican challengers.
 
Mary Mayhew — who, as LePage’s top health official, has been instrumental in helping to
block the Medicaid expansion — came in second at 19 percent, and she has also said she will
continue to oppose it. Garrett Mason, the Maine Senate majority leader, registered third at 15
percent, and House Minority Leader Ken Fredette was fourth with 10 percent.
 
So in a mirror image of the Democratic content, there seems to be no daylight between the
Republican candidates on Medicaid expansion. They all want to stop it.
 
Whoever emerges from both parties’ primaries, the November general election should be
competitive. Cook Political Report rates the race a toss-up, while the University of Virginia’s
Crystal Ball thinks it leans toward the Democrats. LePage is pretty unpopular: 41 percent of
Mainers approve of his job performance and 53 percent disapprove, according to Morning
Consult. Then again, he’s been elected twice and Donald Trump lost narrowly (3 points) in
2016.
 
In the end, Democrats should have an advantage, and they have a popular issue in Medicaid
expansion at their back.
 
Young families typically leave cities for the suburbs. Here’s how to keep them
downtown.
VOX - David Roberts
https://www.vox.com/2017/6/21/15815524/toderian-families-cities
 
In North America, we take it for granted: When couples have kids, they move out of the city
to the suburbs.
 
The trend has only accelerated lately. Some of the most attractive and fastest growing cities
— San Francisco, Portland, Pittsburgh, Washington, DC — have seen their numbers of
children plunge in recent years. My home city, Seattle, is now the fastest growing big city in
the country ... and has the second-lowest number of households with children. (According to
Governing magazine, as of 2015, 19.6 percent of Seattle’s 304,564 households have children.
In Laredo, Texas, it’s 55.3 percent.)
 
Should cities try to keep families around? Some urbanophiles argue that they’re not worth it.
Families cost cities more in services, spend less in the economy, and produce less tax revenue
than affluent young single professionals. Cities that want to grow fast do it by building
studios and one-bedrooms and drawing on endlessly renewable mobs of Youngs.
 
But few city leaders take that attitude. They see families as an important source of economic
stability (hot industries come and go) and social vibrancy. You can read a lament about DC
here, one about Denver here, one about Seattle here.
 



All these articles go on and on about amenities families enjoy, but the root of the problem is
that families need bigger homes, while developers have every incentive to squeeze in as
many small homes as possible, to maximize their profit per square foot. Unless cities step in,
that’s what developers will keep doing.
 
Yet somehow, Vancouver has thousands of families with children living in its downtown. In
2017, I asked urbanist Brent Toderian, who was Vancouver’s Chief Planner from 2006 to
2012, how the city did it. He says that there are three elements of family-friendly city design:
bigger housing, amenities for families, and a safe, welcoming public realm.
 
David Roberts
You’ve said that children are an “indicator species of a healthy downtown.” How did
Vancouver make its downtown so kid-friendly?
 
Brent Toderian
It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy: We assume families don’t want to live downtown, we therefore
don’t design for family, and, sure enough, families don't come, or they don't stay. It is
remarkable to me how often I still hear that families don't want to live downtown, or in urban
places.
 
[Vancouver has] somewhere between 5,600 and 7,000 kids downtown, by design. Vancouver
found that if you design specifically for families, you will achieve numbers of kids that will
be a challenge for you. A good problem to have, right?
 
There are three parts to designing for families and kids, and you have to do all three.
 
The first is to ensure there are homes that can actually fit families. If your homes can’t fit
families, you don’t get families, period. That generally comes down to the number of
bedrooms, though it can also be about the size of the apartment or home.
 
For decades, Vancouver has been requiring that 25 percent of units in all major projects have
two bedrooms or more. And there's been a debate for decades about whether that requirement
should include three bedrooms. Thankfully, Vancouver has recently moved in that direction,
requiring 10 percent of units to be 3 bedroom, on top of the 25 percent 2 bedrooms.
 
David Roberts
If there's a market, why do developers have to be pushed so hard to do it?
 
Brent Toderian
Because it's not as profitable, per square foot, as a small unit. Developers will cater to the
more profitable market segment, even if there is a strong market interest for two- and three-
bedroom units.
 
But it's not the job of planning to maximize the profit of developers. It's the job of planning
to determine the vision for the city and the downtown, set clear expectations, and let those
expectations help clarify land value for developers.
 
Developers will argue that two- and three-bedroom units are not viable, but it’s false.
Economic analysis shows that two- and three-bedroom units can be less profitable than one-
bedrooms or studios, but that's not the same as saying that they aren’t viable.



 
It starts with asking yourself: Do you want families downtown and in urban places? A
number of cities say they do, yet they’re not willing to do what’s necessary to make it
happen, such as regulate. That’s particularly a problem in the United States, where regulation
is a dirty word. It’s that ideology around regulation that can often keep cities from
progressing.
 
It’s a very simple policy to require the number of bedrooms. It’s only anti-regulation
ideology that holds cities back. If you aren’t getting families, and you want families,
regulation is necessary.
 
David Roberts
What is part two?
 
Brent Toderian
Point two is, even if you have the homes, you need the services and amenities that support
family living. Those start with daycare and schools. We put a lot of attention into schools, but
you can’t underestimate the importance of daycare. We [in Vancouver] largely use density
bonusing to pay for daycare [density bonusing explained here], so we have pretty good
daycare service by comparison to other cities, although we are constantly struggling to keep
up with demand.
 
We just opened our second elementary school in the downtown peninsula, and we have a
third planned, and a Catholic school planned just off the peninsula. They are already over-
subscribed. We still have more kids than we have school space.
 
Point three is, you design the public realm for kids and families, because that means it will
work for everyone. You have to think about all age groups: the parents with their strollers,
young kids and their need for playgrounds, and then teenagers and their distinctive needs,
which are different than those of younger kids. Teenagers are shaping up to be our biggest
challenge in downtown Vancouver.
 
David Roberts
What do teens want in a city?
 
Brent Toderian
The most common answer I hear is “hangout space.” But that can become a bit of a lazy
catch-all for the kinds of spaces that teenagers end up using by default, like malls, un-
programmed parks, or transit stations, because there's nothing that's been made with them in
mind. If there's nothing better, they'd go to any place they think other teenagers already are.
 
Or you can have places actually made for teenagers, preferably involving teenagers in the
design process — things like skateboard parks; plazas with activities like music and games
for teens instead of young children; places designed to help teens interact with each other and
the space itself in cool ways (ice-breakers, conversation starters, and "show-off"
opportunities); spaces with food as an option. And of course don't forget the wifi.
 
You also have to recognize that once your kids are at their teenage years, the number of
bedrooms in your home might not be enough. We often hear about families in Vancouver not
feeling the pressure to move out with two or even three kids when they’re small, but once



they become big, the pressure increases. Housing to fit not just young kids but teenagers is
critical, and support and services specifically for teenagers are important.
 
So that’s the three elements: housing that fits families; support for families, such as schools
and daycare; and designing the public realm for kids.
 
David Roberts
Fitting families into dense downtowns is challenging for all kinds of reasons. At the most
concrete level, what’s the right way to integrate residences into busy areas?
 
Brent Toderian
For Vancouver, the “city at eye-level” starts as simply as: no blank walls. We make sure that
there are real, active things at grade, as a starting point — either retail stores or residential
doors. Most urbanists, I think, default to stores.
 
David Roberts
That does seem to be the model that’s getting built in Seattle — a condo plopped on top of a
retail row.
 
Brent Toderian
And if you can do that, that’s great. But what we found is that retail doesn’t always work, nor
should it be the default assumption. In downtown Vancouver, we have retail streets and non-
retail streets — streets where the ground-floor use is expected to be retail or commercial, and
other streets where we don’t want those uses at grade, because it could dilute the success of
the retail street. You have to have a strong sense of how much retail space your population
can support.
 
But I think many urbanists feel they don’t have good plan B, because what else can you put
at grade?
 
David Roberts
What else indeed?
 
Brent Toderian
Surely in our walk you noticed our housing. What we are good at in Vancouver, because
we’ve figured out the details, is housing at grade — doors at grade. Most other cities still
aren’t doing that, although there’s incredible historical precedent for it, like the New York
brownstones. Sesame Street, for godsakes, right?
 
We always have something active at grade, but in most cases, it’s not retailing, it’s
residential doors.
 
David Roberts
What are some guidelines for residential doors at street level?
 
Brent Toderian
It starts with designing your building to externalize the front door. That should go without
saying, but it seems to be the problem with most architecture — it’s been designed to be
internal, and the housing is internal, off the elevator or off the hallway. It’s not off the street.
 



So it starts with the goal of having doors and windows on the street — Jane Jacobs’s “eyes on
the street.”
 
There are ways you can do it badly. The number one way we’ve observed is to do it flush.
 
David Roberts
Right up against the sidewalk?
 
Brent Toderian
Flush to the sidewalk or even submerged. That’s very common in American and Australian
cities. It’s wrong because you can see into the amenities space in front of the door. You can
see into the windows. So people don’t use the amenities space and they close the blinds on
the windows. And what you get is a de facto blank wall.
 
Whereas, if you elevate [entrances], just a few steps — three or four steps — and design a
semi-private amenities space, people will use it. They’ll keep their windows open.
 
You have to delineate, through design, the private, the semi-public, and the public. And you
have to do each realm well.
 
David Roberts
Do those units do well in Vancouver? Do people like living off the street?
 
Brent Toderian
Yup. They sell. About 25 percent of our units have to be two-bedroom or more. Usually
those at-grade units are part of that calculation; they usually have two or three bedrooms.
They’re often the family-oriented units, and having them right on the street is a positive
thing. It not only makes the street safer, it makes the street more comfortable and lively.
 
The presence of a door creates this possibility that something will happen! [laughter] Who
will come out of that door? What will they have with them? No one even has to come out of
the door for the presence of the door to make the street more interesting and more
comfortable. It’s that possibility, that potential.
 

###
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Extell's shopping spree points to big plans for Yorkville
CRAIN'S NY - Tom Acitelli
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180612/REAL_ESTATE/180619993/extells-
shopping-spree-points-to-big-plans-for-yorkville
 
At the height of the last real estate boom in 2007, Extell Development Co. bought three small
apartment buildings between East 79th and East 80th streets near First Avenue for $19.2
million.
 
It looked like the start of another grand project for Extell, which in 2006 completed the 604-
foot Orion tower on Far West 42nd Street and was finishing three more Manhattan apartment
towers. But then the bottom fell out of the real estate market. Extell sold two of the three
Yorkville buildings for $8.7 million in 2009—but retained their development rights. Last year
the company bought back the buildings as part of a renewed shopping spree in the
neighborhood.
 
Its latest purchases include more than 102,000 square feet of air rights from a local Catholic
parish and a small apartment building with ground-floor retail.
 
Extell declined to comment on its plans, although there is speculation that the company will
build a residential building of up to 250,000 square feet with a public school on the ground
floor. It has already applied for demolition permits for 10 properties. Extell also declined to
comment on whether the project was motivated by the long-awaited 2017 debut of the
Second Avenue subway stop at East 86th Street.
 
Extell, launched by former diamond merchant Gary Barnett in 1989, is best-known for
building two soaring residential towers on the West Side. The 1,004-foot One57, which
opened in 2015, is home to the city's most expensive condo, a $100.5 million penthouse
purchased by computer magnate Michael Dell.
 
The Central Park Tower at 217 W. 57th St. is more than halfway to its 1,550-foot pinnacle
and headed for a projected 2020 opening.
 
Anbau Enterprises, a Manhattan development firm run by the husband-and-wife team of
Stephen Glascock and Barbara van Bueren, bought the 5-story apartment building for $12.5
million in November 2013. Plans to redevelop the site stretched back to 2009. Anbau built
the 34-story, 84-unit condo tower Citizen360, which opened last year.
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Jilted Brooklyn school principal yanked off the job for alleged sexual harassment
toward ex-lover/colleague
DAILY NEWS - Ben Chapman, Larry McShane
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/education/ny-metro-brooklyn-principal-removed-
20180616-story.html

City education officials threw a high-profile principal out of his Brooklyn school and into the
rubber room amid sexual harassment charges, the Daily News has learned.

Urban Action Academy Principal Steve Dorcely is accused of showering his unwanted
attention on colleague Jordan Barnett for two years after she ended their affair, according to a
2017 lawsuit.

The creepy details of Dorcely’s alleged behavior grabbed headlines — and prompted a probe.
Dorcely’s last day on the job was this past Thursday, and he was assigned to a central
Department of Education location as the probe continues.

“The decision to dismiss Mr. Dorcely as principal of Urban Action Academy was made in the
best interest of students and families, and after a careful review of the school’s performance
under his tenure,” said Education Department spokesman Douglas Cohen.

“The superintendent’s office is working closely with the school to provide additional support
and ensure a smooth transition.”

According to the lawsuit filed by Barnett, the principal “sexually harassed her relentlessly in
the work place” — including inappropriate remarks about her breasts and her buttocks.

Barnett said she became a target of punitive payback after breaking off her relationship with
Dorcely and spurning his advances in a Brooklyn burger joint in December 2016.

The teacher charged her ex-lover undermined her career with bad performance reviews and
arranged for four investigations of Barnett in a six-month period. Barnett alleged that the
constant pressure forced her into therapy.

“It is nice to see the DOE taking some action but it is too little too late,” said her attorney
Jonathan Tand. “Men like Dorcely have been shielded by the DOE for years and only now
they are taking action. Furthermore they continue to defend these people in court using
taxpayer dollars rather than trying to do right by the victims.”

Angelo Marra, who began his career in 1995, will lead the school until an interim acting
principal is named, school officials announced. Dorcely started with the BOE as a computer
aide in 2000, eventually landing at Urban Action Academy with an annual salary of
$161,871.
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The Death of a Once Great City
HARPERS - Kevin Baker
https://harpers.org/archive/2018/07/the-death-of-new-york-city-gentrification/
 
New York has been my home for more than forty years, from the year after the city’s
supposed nadir in 1975, when it nearly went bankrupt. I have seen all the periods of boom
and bust since, almost all of them related to the “paper economy” of finance and real estate
speculation that took over the city long before it did the rest of the nation. But I have never
seen what is going on now: the systematic, wholesale transformation of New York into a
reserve of the obscenely wealthy and the barely here—a place increasingly devoid of the
idiosyncrasy, the complexity, the opportunity, and the roiling excitement that make a city
great.
 
As New York enters the third decade of the twenty-first century, it is in imminent danger of
becoming something it has never been before: unremarkable. It is approaching a state where
it is no longer a significant cultural entity but the world’s largest gated community, with a
few cupcake shops here and there. For the first time in its history, New York is, well, boring.
 
This is not some new phenomenon but a cancer that’s been metastasizing on the city for
decades now. And what’s happening to New York now—what’s already happened to most of
Manhattan, its core—is happening in every affluent American city. San Francisco is overrun
by tech conjurers who are rapidly annihilating its remarkable diversity; they swarm in and out
of the metropolis in specially chartered buses to work in Silicon Valley, using the city itself
as a gigantic bed-and-breakfast. Boston, which used to be a city of a thousand nooks and
crannies, back-alley restaurants and shops, dive bars and ice cream parlors hidden under its
elevated, is now one long, monotonous wall of modern skyscraper. In Washington, an army
of cranes has transformed the city in recent years, smoothing out all that was real and organic
into a town of mausoleums for the Trump crowd to revel in.
 
By trying to improve our cities, we have only succeeded in making them empty simulacra of
what was. To bring this about we have signed on to political scams and mindless
development schemes that are so exclusive they are more destructive than all they were
supposed to improve. The urban crisis of affluence exemplifies our wider crisis: we now live
in an America where we believe that we no longer have any ability to control the systems we
live under.
 
Those of us who have been in New York for any amount of time are immediately suspected
of nostalgia if we dare to compare our shiny city of today unfavorably, in any way, with what
came before. So let me make one thing perfectly clear, as that old New Yorker Dick Nixon
used to say, and list right now all the things I hated about the New York of the Seventies:
crime, dirt, days-old garbage left on the street, cockroaches, the Bronx burning,
homelessness, discarded hypodermic needles on my building’s stoop, discarded crack vials—
and packs of burned-out matches—on my building’s stoop, cockroaches that scattered
everywhere when you turned on the light, entire Brooklyn neighborhoods looking like a
bombed-out Dresden, subway cars on which only one door—or no door—opened when the



train came in, subway cars cooled in summer rush hours only by a single fan that swung
slowly around and around, deindustrialization, those really big cockroaches that we called
water bugs for some reason and that crunched under your feet.
 
New York today—in the aggregate—is probably a wealthier, healthier, cleaner, safer, less
corrupt, and better-run city than it has ever been. The same can be said for most of those
other cities seen as recent urban success stories, from Los Angeles to Philadelphia, Atlanta to
Portland, Oregon. But we don’t live in the aggregate. For all of New York’s shiny new skin
and shiny new numbers, what’s most amazing is how little of its social dysfunction the city
has managed to eliminate over the past four decades. Homelessness is at or near record
levels. The Bronx, poster child for the bleakness of the city in the Seventies, remains the
poorest urban county in the country, with almost 40 percent of the South Bronx, or more than
a quarter-million people, still living below the poverty line. Bus-stop ads all over New York
urge everyone to carry the emergency medication naloxone so that they can reverse some of
the overdoses that kill nearly four New Yorkers every day.
 
The average New Yorker now works harder than ever, for less and less. Poverty in the city
has lessened somewhat in the past few years, but in 2016 the official poverty rate was still
19.5 percent, or nearly one in every five New Yorkers. When the “near poverty” rate—those
making up to $47,634 a year for a family of four—is thrown in, it means that almost half the
city is living what has become a marginal existence, just one paycheck away from disaster.
By comparison, the city’s poverty rate in 1970—in the wake of Lyndon Johnson’s war on
poverty—was just 11.5 percent. By 1975, during the supposed collapse of New York, it had
increased to 15 percent, a figure lower than it has ever been since then.
 
The immediate cause of the increase in poverty doesn’t require much investigation. The
landlords are killing the town. Long ago, the idea that “rent is too damn high” in New York
was so thoroughly inculcated into the city’s consciousness that it became a one-man political
party and a Saturday Night Live sketch. But the rent is too damn high, and getting higher all
the time. Whereas the old rule of thumb was that your rent should be one paycheck a month,
or about 25 percent of your income, the typical New York household now spends at least one
third of its income on rent, and three in ten renter households pay 50 percent or more,
according to the latest New York Housing and Vacancy Survey.
 
And the situation is getting rapidly worse. According to the same survey, the price New York
landlords wanted for vacant apartments from 2014 to 2017 increased by 30 percent, while the
median household income for all renting families from 2013 to 2016 went up by 10 percent.
The burden has fallen hardest on those who can least afford it, according to the real estate
database StreetEasy, with rents rising fastest on the lowest wage earners in the city.
 
The result has been predictable enough. Homelessness in the city has reached a level not seen
here in decades, if ever. Today, an average of 60,000 people are provided shelter every night,
in 547 buildings, by the city’s Department of Homeless Services. Most of the newly
homeless are not derelicts or the mentally ill. Of these people 70 percent are families with
children, and at least one third of the families include a working adult. They were simply
priced out of a market that seems to have no ceiling, victims of the “ownership society” that
is modern New York.1 Whereas most New Yorkers used to rent apartments of all sizes, more
and more of the buildings their families made home for generations have been either torn
down and replaced or “converted” to condominiums or “cooperative apartments,” which
sound like something socialistic but are not. The average condo and co-op sale prices in



Manhattan shot up past the $2 million mark for the first time ever last year, while a
townhouse will cost you $6.28 million.
 
One common belief, even in many liberal circles, is that the cause of these outrageous rents
and prices is the very government intervention that was intended to ameliorate them: rent
regulation. This notion might have some validity if, say, rent regulations in New York stifled
construction. But they don’t. New buildings in the city are not subject to rent control and
never have been. More than 40,000 new buildings went up during Michael Bloomberg’s
twelve years as mayor (2002–13), and another 25,000 buildings were demolished. The city
continues to furiously tear itself down and build itself back up again. New buildings are
spiked into every available lot, and they rise higher than ever before.
 
Far from discouraging new construction, New York’s housing policies encourage and
subsidize it at every turn—and, in doing so, have only made the city less affordable than
ever. New York has had some sort of rent regulation continuously since 1943, and today
nearly half of its apartments—966,000 in all, containing around 2.5 million people—are what
is called rent-stabilized; that is, they are in buildings of six or more units, and are occupied
by tenants who cannot be evicted or denied a lease renewal without due cause, and whose
rents cannot be raised by more than a set amount determined every year by a government-
appointed panel. This does not mean the rent doesn’t go up. The rent on the rent-stabilized
apartment that I’ve leased since 1980 has more than tripled in that time. Rents can also be
raised when apartments are vacated, or when landlords make improvements to the building or
to individual apartments.
 
Once the monthly rent hits $2,700, if an apartment is vacated, or if the total household
income exceeds $200,000 for two consecutive years, the unit can pass out of rent
stabilization. Forever. From 2006 to 2016, at least 139,000 apartments were deregulated, a
number that includes an estimated one quarter of all apartments on the increasingly wealthy
Upper West Side of Manhattan, where I live.
 
This is due to rising incomes at some addresses. But driving deregulation as well is the fact
that private equity funds see great possibilities in your neighborhood. Your landlord is now
much less likely to be a family or an individual who has owned one or two buildings for
years, depending on them for a safe and steady income, and much more likely to be a
faceless, massively financed international firm that is highly incentivized to force you out on
the street and keep its investors happy. “Not long ago a rent-stabilized building would sell
for ten or at most twelve times its rent roll—the amount of money, before expenses, that it
generates in a year,” wrote journalist Michael Greenberg in a meticulous analysis that
appeared in last August’s New York Review of Books. “Today it sells for perhaps thirty or
forty times that amount, or ten times what the rent roll would be after regulated tenants have
been dislodged.”
 
What plagues New York, though, is not only the astounding rise in housing prices, disruptive
as that is. It is also the wholesale destruction of the public city. Many of the city’s most
treasured amenities, essential to its middle-class character and built up for decades through
the painstaking labors of so many dedicated individuals—working people and
philanthropists, labor leaders and social workers, reformers and politicians—have now been
torn away. Look at almost any public service or space in New York, and you will see that it
has been diminished, degraded, appropriated.
 



The change in their day-to-day lives that has probably delighted New Yorkers the most over
the past forty years has been the improvement in the city’s vast subway system. Ridership
has approached record levels in recent years, and on the first day of 2017, Governor Andrew
Cuomo led a giddy celebration to mark the opening of three new stations on the fabled
Second Avenue subway, which finally became a (partial) reality after first being proposed in
1920.
 
The self-congratulations were short-lived, as service on the remainder of the system began to
decline precipitously. An antiquated and misconfigured train-signaling system—one that, at
the rate the Metropolitan Transportation Authority is working on it, will be fully replaced
sometime in the late 2060s, by which time nanobots will likely have been doing the job for a
generation—began causing longer and longer delays, with both cars and platforms filling up
with frustrated, angry passengers. The system’s welcome new electronic scheduling signs
began to report delays of such length—next train: 22 minutes—that they now produced only
a Godot-like depression among riders.
 
In one of the many byzantine quirks of how we are governed in New York, the trains and
buses are part of the MTA, which is controlled by Governor Cuomo. But the governor—
allegedly a Democrat—rejected out of hand a proposal by New York mayor Bill de Blasio
for a special “millionaires’ tax” to fix the transit system, offering instead a “genius transit
challenge” wherein anyone who came up with a great idea to make the trains run on time
could win a million dollars.
 
The reasons for the subway’s breakdown are legion. But the more telling lesson here is that a
tax on the wealthiest New Yorkers to restore even the most vital public good cannot be so
much as entertained.
 
The decline of the subways is just the latest diminution of public life in New York. Over the
past few decades, what used to be regarded as inviolable public space has been systematically
rolled up and surrendered to unelected private authorities. Starting with Central Park in 1980,
much of New York’s park system has been handed over to privately funded “conservancies,”
supposedly subordinate to the city government but in truth all-powerful, and quite determined
to put everything on a paying basis. A visit to the Central Park Zoo, once free, now costs $18
per adult, $13 per child. A “total experience” ticket for the world-renowned Bronx Zoo costs
$36.95 for all “adults” over the age of twelve, $26.95 for younger children, and $31.95 for
seniors—in a borough where the median yearly household income is $37,525. (Rental of a
single-seat stroller at the zoo will cost you $10. A wheelchair is free but requires a $20
deposit, lest you try to scoot off with it.)
 
Even the streets are no longer fully under public control. Starting in 1984, New York created
seventy-five “business improvement districts,” more than any other city in the country—
though BIDs are now common in nearly every one of the nation’s largest metropolitan areas.
BIDs are supposed to be self-taxing coalitions of businesses, often employing the homeless
and destitute to pick up trash, prettify the streets, and organize security patrols. But as the
New York Times reported, one of the very first New York BIDs instead “organized the
workers into what were called ‘goon squads’ to use force to chase homeless people out of
bank lobbies with A.T.M.s.”
 
In 2000, the Grand Central Partnership and the 34th Street Partnership BIDs finally settled a
seven-year lawsuit charging that they had routinely paid their employees just $1 an hour to



walk security patrols and clean toilets. The BIDs had dragged out the suit in the hope that
their often homeless workers would simply give up and go away. But before that could
happen, Sonia Sotomayor, then a federal district court judge in Manhattan, found the
business districts guilty of breaking minimum-wage laws, using their newfound source of
almost free labor to undercut competition—and handing the money they made as a result to
their already well-paid executives.
 
“You say you’re doing so much for the city, but you’re making that money off the backs of
the homeless,” Tommy Washington, then a forty-one-year-old former BID worker and
plaintiff pointed out. “You donate lampposts, flower beds, Bryant Park. How are you going to
represent beautify if you’re doing ugly behind that?”
 
Washington’s question goes to the heart of the new New York, whom it’s for, and what it
means. Everywhere now, private institutions have largely taken over the neighborhoods
around them, repurposing them solely to meet their own needs.
 
Our tax-free universities have been among the most shameless offenders. Cooper Union—a
cultural landmark founded in 1859 as a night school of the arts and sciences for working men
and women—abolished its legacy of free tuition after clotting the Astor Place area with
disturbing glass boxes and nearly driving itself into bankruptcy. Fumihiko Maki’s 400,000
square foot, $300 million black monolith at 51 Astor Place—nicknamed the Death Star by
local residents—may well be the single worst act of vandalism in New York since the
original Pennsylvania Station was torn down more than fifty years before, a looming wall that
effectively obliterates what was one of the oldest and most vital public places in New York.
 
Cooper Union may be the most egregious defacer of its own neighborhood, but it’s far from
the only one. New York University has torn down much of the historic West Village,
including most of what was the landmark Provincetown Playhouse and a home that Edgar
Allan Poe once lived in. (NYU partially re-created the facade of the Poe house. Quoth the
raven: Fuck you.) Columbia University used (and abused) the power of eminent domain to
kick out residents and small businesses at the western end of 125th Street, and is now
stuffing that street with the huge, glassy, dreadful buildings of its new Manhattanville
campus, courtesy of its own international vandal, sorry, starchitect, Renzo Piano.
 
This has become an accepted way of proceeding in New York, even for subsidized
institutions that are supposed to serve a public purpose. Barclays Center at Atlantic Yards, in
downtown Brooklyn, was sold to the public in an elaborate bait-and-switch scheme as part of
a spectacular “urban utopia” complex to be designed by Frank Gehry. It ended up instead as
an arena with all the charm of your basic bus terminal, home to an unwanted basketball team
owned by a Russian oligarch. But then, as with any major New York development today,
some form of deception is requisite. The Atlantic Yards scam was bankrolled with hundreds
of millions in public funding—though the chicanery here is so involved that no one can even
say for sure what the final public subsidy figures will be. The project includes at least $100
million forfeited when the MTA, which has a subterranean train-marshaling yard there, sold
its lucrative aboveground rights to the site to the developer Forest City Ratner, which was the
low bidder for them. Hundreds of local residents have already been relocated, and before the
whole charade is over, thousands more may be displaced from their homes, dozens of
longtime neighborhood businesses will have been shuttered, and community leaders will have
been shamefully compromised with emoluments ranging from a luxury-box giveaway to an
on-site basketball arena “meditation room.” But in a brilliant piece of political legerdemain,



no elected official was forced to actually vote for the project.
 
Sports stadiums long ago became a preferred method of legalized graft in America, with even
such struggling cities as Cleveland, Detroit, Baltimore, and Oakland, California, willingly
shelling out hundreds of millions apiece to retain or attract major-league franchises. But New
York has taken the practice to stygian depths. The two major-league stadiums opened in 2009
were far from the first or the only large public subsidies the city has given to the Yankees
and the Mets. New York had already spent more than $100 million building free minor-
league parks for both teams’ farm clubs, in Staten Island and Coney Island, respectively. The
current Yankee Stadium, erected on the site of what had been two beloved public parks, cost
$2.3 billion, according to journalist Neil deMause, making it one of the most expensive
stadiums ever built anywhere in the world. Construction was helped along with federal, state,
and local government subsidies totaling $1.2 billion. Nonetheless, the Yankees reduced the
number of seats available to the general public by more than 9,000 so that the team could
make room for thirty-seven additional luxury suites in its ballpark.
 
It was much the same with the Mets’ new park, out in Flushing’s Willets Point, which
hoovered up $614 million in public subsidies but nonetheless reduced the new ballpark’s
seating capacity from 57,354 to a mere 41,800 in order to increase its luxury suites from
forty-five to fifty-four. But here the new stadium was intended only as the anchor of a grand
plan by Michael Bloomberg to transform the entire area around it—one terminus of an axis
of redevelopment set to run across the entire width of the city, on a scale that only Robert
Moses might have attempted.
 
Willets Point, once the site of a monumental municipal dump, the “valley of ashes” in The
Great Gatsby, had evolved into a happy jumble of some 250 small industrial shops, most of
them specializing in auto parts and repairs in an area known as the Iron Triangle. There they
had thrived and prospered for more than eighty years, despite the city’s refusal to build them
sidewalks, paved roads, or even sewers. Once the Mets had their new park, though,
Bloomberg pushed through a $3 billion development plan, with the Iron Triangle to become
Willets West, mostly a gigantic shopping mall with 200 stores and what was planned to be
1.7 million square feet of retail space, surrounded by 5,500 market-rate and affordable
apartments and other amenities.
 
To facilitate this process, writes the impassioned social advocate Jeremiah Moss in his
wrathful howl Vanishing New York: How a Great City Lost Its Soul, $1 billion worth of
public land was transferred, gratis, to two developers, including Sterling Equities, controlled
by Mets owner Fred Wilpon and his brother-in-law, Saul Katz. The whole scheme was
ultimately blocked in court—it’s illegal to give away public land in New York State without a
specific act of the legislature—but the Iron Triangle was gone, its shops intimidated into
closing by the threat of eminent domain, and then demolished by the city.2
 
Queens had long remained unscathed by development on this scale. More than anyplace else
in New York, the borough retains some of the flavor of what the city was like in the
Seventies, minus the crime and the decay. Almost one in every two residents is foreign-born,
creating wonderful ethnic mixes in nearly all of its low-lying residential and industrial
neighborhoods. But this cityscape is changing, too.
 
Much like the Martian spaceships from The War of the Worlds in both appearance and
annihilating intent, the glass skyscrapers that now dominate Manhattan have in recent years



jumped the East River. The first one, a 658-foot Citicorp office building, arrived in Long
Island City in 1989. For years it stood alone, an awkward sentinel among the neighborhood’s
eclectic mix of row houses, auto shops, and manufacturers. As many of those businesses
moved out for parts of the globe that don’t pay a living wage, their emptying factory floors
and warehouses were at least replaced by droves of art, movie, and television studios.
 
Then, in 1997, came the first residential towers, the forty-two-story Citylights residence,
followed nine years later by the five apartment buildings of the East Coast LIC complex. By
2015, the land rush was on. Twenty-nine new buildings were added last year alone, according
to New York magazine, with at least twenty-eight more “on tap” for 2018–2020. The tallest
building of all was announced last November, a $3 billion project with a luxury condo
towering 700 feet high.
 
Yet even this level of development is dwarfed by what is going on at the western anchor of
Bloomberg’s great crosstown axis. Hudson Yards, now approaching completion, is a project
of staggering size, encompassing some sixty blocks along Manhattan’s West Side—“the
largest private real estate development in the history of the United States and the largest
development in New York City since Rockefeller Center,” boasts its primary developer,
Related Companies. Its immense glass skyscrapers are overwhelming. From some angles,
they look like battling Transformers; from other perspectives, they seem, aptly enough, more
like the smokestacks of an impossibly large steamship, about to shove off from the rest of the
city altogether.
 
The projected figures are numbing, almost too big to digest. By the time it’s finished, Hudson
Yards will encompass at least sixteen major buildings, with 18 million square feet of
commercial and residential space, 1 million square feet of retail and “mixed-use space,” a
public school, at least one major hotel, and a five-acre public plaza. The ninety-two-story
tower at 30 Hudson will, the developers say, boast the first open-air observation deck in New
York higher than that on the Empire State Building. Its tenants will include a host of major
corporations, while a seven-story shopping mall will include a Neiman Marcus department
store, the likes of Dior and Chanel on the upper floors, and what they call a “Fifth Avenue
mix” of shops such as H&M, Zara, and Sephora on the lower floors. (There will also be
“seven destination restaurants.”)
 
Things I liked about that old New York, now vanished?
 
My neighbors.
 
Most of them are gone or going now, after decades in the same visibly slouching, century-old
apartment house where I live. In the apartment below ours, from the day I moved in back in
1980 with three friends from college, was Mercedes, an immigrant from the Dominican
Republic, with her extended family of three generations. When her mother, Anna, a sunny,
religious, and unfailingly kind woman, began to decline with the years, Mercedes tended to
her devotedly at home, bringing a hospital bed into their living room. But their rent-
controlled apartment was in Anna’s name, and when she died, Mercedes and her husband
could no longer afford even the stabilized rent and decided to move back to the Dominican
Republic. After all those years, they were just gone, almost overnight.
 
Across the hall from me was Raymond, a self-destructive but amiable drunk who fell
completely apart when his mother died. He could not keep up the rent, or himself, and was



finally evicted and then banned from the block after several loud arguments with the super.
He came back anyway and lay down in the middle of the street one afternoon—a small Irish-
Latino man, in his perpetual baseball cap and scraggly beard, insisting in his gravelly,
whiskey-soaked voice that they should just go ahead and run him over. Artie and James, our
constant eyes on the street, who spend much of their time sitting out on the stoop trying to
convince me that the Mets are a major-league ball team, waved off the traffic and persuaded
him to get up out of the street. Forgiven by the super, Raymond now comes back to sit on the
stoop with his old friends, a living ghost haunting the block where he was born.
 
We have been almost a parody of multiculturalism on our little street. Black and white,
Hispanic and Asian; straight, gay, and transgender; families of all kinds—extended, adopted,
arranged by convenience or design. Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist. I
would come home and see the daughters of our Sikh mailman, before they grew up, playing
baseball in the halls. In the evening, I sat at my desk in a little space, in this building
cubbyholed with other little spaces and held together by what was once described as “a
hundred years of spit and dust,” and felt as though I were poised over the center of the
world. Beneath me I could hear a hive of dinnertime conversations carried on in half a dozen
languages, smell cooking that came from all over the world, hear someone ringing a gong and
repeating a Buddhist chant.
 
It is through all these interactions, multiplied a million times, that a truly great city is made.
The street life—the warrens of little shops and businesses that once sustained our
neighborhood in the sort of “exuberant diversity” that Jane Jacobs considered a prerequisite
for a successful city—is being eradicated as well: the botanica on 96th Street that Susan, my
sister-in-law, always visited to buy her healing herbs when she was in town; the Indian spice
shop next to it, with the protective elephant-headed idol of Ganesh mounted outside.
 
These stores, like so many others in my neighborhood, have not been replaced. They are
simply . . . gone. In an informal survey of Broadway, from 93rd Street to 103rd, I recently
counted twenty-four vacant storefronts—many of them very large spaces, enough to account
for roughly one third of the street frontage. Nearly all of them have been empty now for
months or even years.
 
Almost everything of use has gone. There was Oppenheimer Meats, a butcher shop whose
founder had reportedly fled Nazi Germany and, I was told, brought his business down to our
neighborhood from Washington Heights sometime in the Forties. A large, imposing man with
a bristling mustache, he would strut behind his counter like a Prussian field marshal, but he
hired people of every color from the neighborhood and left them to run the shop when he
retired. Then, a few years ago, according to its new owner, Oppenheimer’s rent was tripled.
Out it went. Over on Amsterdam, between 97th and 98th Streets, was a whole row of
enterprises: an excellent fish store, a pet shop, a Mexican restaurant named for Frida Kahlo,
and a laundromat we used to call the St. Launder Center, thanks to how part of its name had
been torn out of its awning. Then they were all gone, too, without warning. Soon after, I ran
into Shirley, doughty little Asian abbess of the St. Launder Center. She said the landlord had
upped the rent from a hefty $7,000 a month to $21,000, which is a hell of a lot of laundry.
 
On the corner of 98th and Broadway is the shell of what was once RCI, an independent
appliance store founded in 1934 as Radio Clinic. It was one of the oldest surviving
businesses on the Upper West Side. RCI’s proprietor, Leon Rubin, left the Pale of Russia
after his father was murdered there during the civil war that followed the revolution, when



Leon was just twelve years old. In his shop, he used to sit in the front window in a white
doctor’s smock, pretending to “operate” on malfunctioning radios. RCI was passed down to
Leon’s son, Alan, and changed with the times, stocking up on appliances and electronics of
all sorts. Alan’s daughter, Jen, would demonstrate primitive Atari games in the same window
where her grandfather had fiddled with radios. “This was his family’s business, and my dad
wasn’t budging,” Jen Rubin would recall, in a book she’s written about the family business.
 
RCI survived being looted and vandalized during the blackout rioting in the summer of 1977,
but it couldn’t withstand today’s Manhattan rents. The little shop lost its lease in 2014, the
business chased off after eighty years in the neighborhood. Today, more than three years
later, its storefront remains empty. Like so many other abandoned spaces along Broadway, its
doorway has become a refuge for the homeless and the mentally ill, supposedly purged from
our city streets.
 
A couple of blocks up Broadway from RCI was the old Metro Theater, originally the
Midtown, an aging art house that dated back to 1933 and survived long enough to become
one of the oldest cinemas operating in New York. It had fallen on hard times and was
showing pornos when I first moved into the neighborhood. Then it was bought and restored
by a repertory-cinema impresario, Dan Talbot, who renamed it the Metro, burnished and
restored its elegant Art Deco interior, and started showing old movies and then first- and
second-run releases.
 
The Metro was shuttered in 2005. (Talbot died late last year, just a month before another of
his marvelous reclamations, Lincoln Plaza Cinemas, an Upper West Side institution and still
extremely popular, was shuttered for who-knows-what real estate fast shuffle.) Already
struggling, the Metro was all but enveloped by an outsized construction project, the Ariel
East and Ariel West, two more multimillion-dollar condo giants built directly across
Broadway from each other. Rising to thirty-seven and thirty-one stories respectively, they are
related in size and style to nothing else in the neighborhood. Their existence was enabled by
the fact that St. Michael’s, a charming Episcopal church on the corner of 99th Street and
Amsterdam Avenue, sold its air rights to developers. In New York today, survival for any
older, underpatronized institution often involves cannibalizing the neighborhood it has
pledged to serve.
 
The Metro never reopened. Its gorgeous marquee and purple-and-white terra-cotta tile work
depicting the figures of comedy and tragedy had been landmarked, but there was no such
protection for the interior. The developers ripped it all out, gutted it too quickly for anyone to
object. It has remained empty and moldering for thirteen years now, the letters of its name
and other parts of the facade left to slowly drop off, piece by piece, until there will be nothing
left to landmark. Online neighborhood news sites constantly pass on rumors about what the
Metro is likely to become, but nothing has materialized.
 
“I was really hoping for another bank or chain drug store, or a combination bank/chain drug
store,” read one reply to the latest conjecture.
 
These are the choices we are left with now. If a movie theater you can duck into in the
middle of the day was one of the small raptures of the modern urban landscape, all around us
were the same sorts of existential conveniences. Those corner bakeries with the string-
wrapped boxes where you could get a respectable layer cake on the way to someone’s dinner
party. A kosher butcher where you could pick up the lamb shank you realized you forgot just



minutes before the family was due for Passover dinner. Decent Chinese food for a Friday
night at home in front of the television.
 
We worry now in my neighborhood that the cobbler’s shop across Broadway will be the next
store priced out of business. The proprietor proudly displays calendar photos of erupting
volcanoes from his native Ecuador in his shopwindows alongside pictures of his
grandchildren at their confirmations. His grandson used to store his toys and coloring books
in the boxes under the unused shoeshine chairs. When you walk in, there is always the sound
of classical music on the radio, and the smell of something very elemental and raw, leather
and polish, the scent of a real place serving a real purpose.
 
It is almost the only store around that sells anything of use anymore. There are a few small
hardware shops left still, some dry cleaners, a large grocery store, and a couple of bodegas.
But otherwise, Jane Jacobs’s “intricate ballet” of the streets is being rapidly eradicated by a
predatory monoculture. Everywhere, that which is universal and uniform prevails. Chain
stores, of a type once unknown in New York, now abound. On those same ten blocks of my
neighborhood where so many stores have been emptied out, I count three pharmacies, six
bank branches, seven nail-and-beauty salons, three Starbucks, two Dunkin’ Donuts and three
7-Elevens, five phone-and-cable stores, four eyewear shops. The coming growth industry
seems to be in urgent care facilities, of which there are already two, to serve our ridiculously
underinsured population.
 
This is not an anomaly; the problem is pervasive. There are so many empty shops now that
the issue has even begun to slip out from under the official doctrine that the city has never
been better than it is now. In true samizdat style, an informal but growing network of
dissident government officials, journalists, angry and frustrated private citizens, and even real
estate developers began to force the problem into 2017’s generally somnolent municipal
elections. Last June, the office of Manhattan borough president Gale Brewer found 188
vacant storefronts along Broadway from Battery Park to Inwood—this on a main commercial
avenue in an incredibly wealthy city, in the eighth year of an economic expansion.
 
Saddest of all is the planned demolition of the Essex Street Market. It was one of several
indoor markets built by Mayor Fiorello La Guardia in 1940, back when the city endeavored to
serve its people instead of just weed them out if they didn’t make enough money. Built to
house the myriad Jewish pushcart vendors of the chazzer mark, the legendary outdoor
marketplace along Hester Street, it provided them with a safe, sanitary place to peddle their
wares, protected from the elements and criminal shakedowns. Over the years, it came to
house a wonderfully diverse collection of food stands, shops, and miniature restaurants,
representing many of New York’s different cultures. But it is scheduled to be razed before
this year is out, its vendors grudgingly relocated to Essex Crossing—another gigantically
ugly “mixed-use development” going up on a wide stretch of land across Delancey Street, a
space that had been kept vacant for decades as part of a corrupt political deal to keep more
non-whites out of the neighborhood. And so we have come full circle, from a city that tried
to help along its poor and embattled strivers to one that would rather keep the land barren
until only the very richest are available.
 
The great threat to the New York of the Sixties and Seventies—and many other cities in the
Northeast and Midwest—was considered to be the flood of largely unskilled, uneducated
African Americans from the South and Hispanics from the islands. “Stop the Puerto Ricans
and the rural blacks from living in the city . . . reverse the role of the city. . . . It can no longer



be the place of opportunity,” the racist apparatchik Roger Starr implored back in the day.
“Our urban system is based on the theory of taking the peasant and turning him into an
industrial worker. Now there are no industrial jobs. Why not keep him a peasant?”3
 
This sentiment was articulated, over and over again, by many of the would-be gentrifiers. But
the “peasants” poured in just as the hopeful and the desperate had always come, though they
encountered, for the first time in New York’s history, a city that no longer had many entry-
level industrial jobs to offer them. The result was perverse, a New York that was home to
more than a million welfare recipients and featured almost full employment for everyone
else; a city where 7 million to 14 million square feet of office space—the size of the entire
downtown of a metropolis such as Kansas City or Pittsburgh—was built in New York every
year from 1967 to 1970, as Ric Burns and James Sanders noted in their history of the city.
 
In the success story that New York is considered today, the situation is just as perverse: the
rents are driving people and commerce away, but some of the tallest residential towers ever
built sit all but empty. The cause is once again a flood of outsiders, though this time they are
not poor but among the richest people in the world. They have already proved themselves
more destructive to the health of the city than the least-skilled poor, and their depredations
will do incalculably more damage to New York over the decades and even the centuries
ahead.
 
In the brutally Darwinian world of the poor, they usually got jobs, started families, became
useful and productive citizens, or failed and were pushed back out of New York—back home
or to another place—or ended up incarcerated or even dead. The rich, though, are with us
always, and now for the first time as a purely rapacious force, consuming the city’s most
valuable assets and contributing almost nothing in return. “If we could get every billionaire
around the world to move here, it would be a godsend,” Bloomberg, the city’s billionaire
mayor, said in a moment of typical frankness back in 2013. But these are not your
grandfather’s billionaires.
 
New York has always attracted the wealthy and predatory, dating back at least to our most
famous pirate, Captain Kidd. Coming here was seen as a sort of arrival, for individuals and
businesses alike. Long a “headquarters town,” as early as 1901 New York was home to sixty-
nine of the nation’s two hundred largest corporations. Their owners lined Fifth Avenue with
their fairy-tale mansions—some of them later converted into museums or elegant stores—or
filled luxury apartment houses such as the Dakota. They hired the most renowned architects
to erect gigantic advertisements for their transformative, world-conquering enterprises,
including many of the most memorable structures ever built in the city: Grand Central
Terminal; the Chrysler, Woolworth, Empire State, and Seagram buildings, among others.
Noxious as the old robber barons could be, they at least dropped vast amounts of money into
the local economy in the form of property taxes and purchases in elite shops. They employed
people in droves—small armies of domestics, vendors, and workers at all levels—to service
their needs and businesses. They contributed to the city through their building and
philanthropy—Rockefeller Center, Carnegie Hall, the Morgan Library, and the Frick
Collection, to name just a few examples.
 
The new rich infesting the city, by contrast, are barely here. They keep a low profile, often for
good reason, and rarely stick around. They manufacture nothing and run nothing, for the most
part, but live off fortunes either made by or purloined from other people—sometimes from
entire nations. The New Yorker noted in 2016 that there is now a huge swath of Midtown



Manhattan, from Fifth Avenue to Park Avenue, from 49th Street to 70th Street, where almost
one apartment in three sits empty for at least ten months a year. New York today is not at
home. Instead, it has joined London and Hong Kong as one of the most desirable cities in the
world for “land banking,” where wealthy individuals from all over the planet scoop up prime
real estate to hold as an investment, a pied-à-terre, a bolt-hole, a strongbox.
 
For most of a decade now, like lava flowing inexorably from some deadly volcano, the
residences of the superrich have moved east from the Time Warner Center to create
Billionaires’ Row, the array of buildings on 57th Street and several adjoining streets and
avenues that is already dominating much of the Manhattan skyline. These “supertall”
skyscrapers are defined as buildings taller than 984 feet: One57, at 157 West 57th Street
(1,004 feet); 432 Park Avenue (1,396 feet). Well on their way to being built: 53 West 53rd
Street (1,050 feet), 111 West 57th Street (1,428 feet), and 217 West 57th Street (1,550 feet).
Finished or not, many of the apartments were—at first—snapped up as soon as they went on
the market. The Times used to tick off their record-setting sales in its Sunday real estate
section, down to the absurdly exact dollar and cent: one recent lower-end example,
$47,782,186.53! Nor are the records these sales set likely to remain for long. A triplex at the
forthcoming 220 Central Park South will reportedly be sold for $200 million, and a four-
story apartment at the same address is priced to move at $250 million. These would be the
largest home sales ever recorded anywhere in the United States.
 
Who spends this sort of money for an apartment? The buyers are listed as hedge fund
managers, foreign and domestic; Russian oligarchs; Chinese apparel and airline magnates.
And increasingly, to use a repeated Times term, a “mystery buyer,” often shielded by a
limited liability company.
 
This is not the benevolent “gentrification” that Michael Bloomberg seemed to have had in
mind but something more in the tradition of the king’s hunting preserves, from which local
peasants were banned even if they were starving and the king was far away. Or, to use a
more urgent analogy, these areas are now the dead zones of New York, much like the
growing oxygen-depleted dead zones of our oceans and lakes, polluted with pesticide runoff
and deadly algae blooms.
 
Already, Billionaires’ Row has throttled what used to be one of the more eclectic and
delightful avenues in Manhattan. Along with Carnegie Hall, 57th Street boasted the graceful
Art Deco Fuller Building, Steinway Hall, with its piano showroom; the Art Students League,
the Russian Tea Room; the gorgeous little gem of a bookstore that was Rizzoli’s, already a
refugee from its old stand on Fifth Avenue; the marvelous ramble of Coliseum Books. A
steamship company office, where my wife and I once booked a trip to Europe. A diverse
array of movie houses, including, once upon a time, the Bombay Cinema, New York’s only
Hindi-language theater. Countless little restaurants, churches, coffee shops, art-supply stores,
studios, and galleries. High culture and little hideaways, together they made up a stretch of
Manhattan at its most alluring, a boulevard that was at one and the same time touristy and
tony, a place to browse and to slip inside, both European and unmistakably New York.
 
Now the Steinway showroom has been banished to 43rd and 6th. The Coliseum was chased
away and died. Rizzoli’s lived to sell books another day, but its irreplaceable store and entire
building were demolished. The Art Students League, where many of America’s finest visual
artists learned and taught, and which proved a refuge for countless more fleeing Europe in
the Thirties and Forties, was bound up like a kidnapped heiress in protective scaffolding,



while the Nordstrom Tower at 225 West 57th Street was allowed to build a cantilevered
segment over it, hanging there like a permanent sword of Damocles.
 
The superexpensive apartments along Billionaires’ Row will include not only many of the
priciest domiciles ever purchased in the United States but also the highest places anyone has
ever lived in this country, more than eighty and ninety stories in the air. Super tall, they are
also super skinny, like 1,500-foot embodiments of the rich themselves. The Steinway Tower
—minus Steinway—at 111 West 57th Street even has an 800-ton “tuned mass damper” at the
top of its 1,428-foot height, to keep it from moving so much in the wind that it will nauseate
its residents.
 
Together, these buildings perch over Central Park like a row of gigantic predatory birds.
There are now so many of the supertalls gathered so closely together that they threaten to
leave the lower sections of Central Park, the only true architectural marvel to be seen here, in
shadow for much of the year. One simulation found that the shadows of the highest towers
may knife a mile into the park on the winter solstice.
 
When the journalist Warren St. John protested against these towers that block the sun and
literally leave children shivering in the park, he pointed out that the highest supertall
apartments—when they are occupied at all—house maybe a few hundred people, as opposed
to the 40 million individuals who use Central Park every year. But this seems to be the
calculation on which New York now operates.
 
Even for those who can afford the new New York, it is unclear how much they actually like it
or maintain any ability to shape it to their tastes. What is the point, after all, of paying a
fortune to live in a city that is more and more like everywhere else? New York is now
jammed with some 62 million tourists every year, flocking to Disneyfied Broadway that is a
pathetic imitation of what it once was. At the same time, its favorite nooks and crannies are
being annihilated, even the more upscale ones. Bill Moyers, a longtime local resident, reports
the same fate for all of his family’s favorite neighborhood eateries, including Scaletta’s, on
West 77th Street. Moyers expects “something upscale and fancy” to replace it, but, he
laments, “today’s prices can only guarantee something worse.”
 
Perhaps because they have done so much to annihilate the New York around them, every
luxury of the new buildings is designed to pull its residents inward, away from the rest of us
—the very antithesis of urban life. This is another way in which the rich and their real estate
brokers have made essential changes to the nature of New York.
 
The latest and greatest condo amenities now include an “adult tree house” and a “sumac
meander.” The “grand-scale residences” at 70 Vestry Street, in TriBeCa, entice with “warm-
hued Beaumaniere limestone quarried from the banks of the Seine River in France” (not to
be confused with the Seine River in Dumont, New Jersey). The duplex penthouse at 50
United Nations Plaza “comes with its own infinity-edge pool” (judging by the proliferation of
pools and billiards rooms, the average luxury condo owner in Manhattan is a combination of
Esther Williams and Minnesota Fats); other “focal points” include “the 10,000-pound
handcrafted stainless steel staircase,” in case you have a hankering to drive your Sherman
tank up and down the steps.
 
“Private outdoor space” is the true goal, and never have so many buildings been constructed
in such an insular fashion in New York. Want a drink or a meal, a swim or a game of pool at



the end of the day, a yoga class or a good book? There’s no need to step out into the city.
Something to do with the kids? Don’t worry, there’s no reason for them to go outside, either.
All the best new buildings offer playrooms; the “grand-scale” 70 Vestry adds an “art area,
climbing structure, ball pit, slide, magnetic wall and faux farmers’ market.”
 
The emphasis on privacy is constantly stressed. There is no need to expose even one’s
automobile to the prying eyes of the hoi polloi. My favorite fringe benefit, a luxury that has
been steadily gaining favor not only in New York but also in such other favorite hangouts of
the superrich as Miami and Singapore, according to the Wall Street Journal, is “en suite
parking.” Over in Chelsea, 200 Eleventh Avenue was offering a separate elevator for your
car, which could be taken directly up to your floor, with “no senses of fumes, or sound, and
it can burn for three-to-four hours before it imposes any risk on the building.”
 
New York’s great buildings used to be chockablock with beacons, crowns, ornamentation,
friezes, and statues, pointing the way to the future. We did not always like what they were
selling, but they made a public argument; for example, the Chrysler Building, with its
brilliant Art Deco diadem and silver hood-ornament gargoyles; the Woolworth Building
“cathedral of commerce,” with its terra-cotta tiling, glittering mosaic and stained glass, and
magnificent carvings; Grand Central Terminal, with its paeans to the history of
transportation, celestial map, and statue of a glowering Vanderbilt; even the wonderfully
gaudy, gold-frosted American Radiator Building, intriguing enough to become a major
painting by Georgia O’Keeffe.
 
By contrast, Rafael Viñoly’s new supertall 1,396-foot-high residential tower at 432 Park
Avenue, which is taller than the Empire State Building (excluding its antenna-cum-zeppelin
mooring) and now dominates the Manhattan skyline from many viewpoints, was inspired by .
. . a designer trash can, according to its architect. It comes from nothing and nowhere, just an
extension of an empty, overpriced receptacle, and it means every bit as much to the people
and the city that it lords itself over.
 
Hudson Yards, meanwhile, features the $455 million Shed, formerly the Culture Shed, no
twenty-first-century Carnegie Hall but a six-story performance and exhibition space that is
supposed to lend some cultural dimension to the vast development. The leading feature of its
design is its “retractable outer shell” made up mostly of highly durable plastic; planned events
include “Fashion Week, TED Talks, and concerts”—a virtual compendium of the banal and
pretentious.
 
Next to the Shed, in Hudson Yards’ Public Square, will be Vessel, the development’s $200
million interactive, artistic centerpiece. This is a fifteen-story collection of 154 connected
staircases, which thousands of visitors can climb at the same time, continually passing one
another. Not even its developer is able to take it seriously. Related Companies chairman
Stephen Ross jokingly called it “the social climber.”
 
It must be admitted that in the new city, the values of our public authorities seem just as
misplaced. Those three new stations of the Second Avenue subway that New York finally
managed to produce last year, after nearly a century of effort, are devoid of anything
connecting them to the city that has awaited them for so long. In his fervent celebration of
what is, in the life of the city, a minuscule accomplishment, Governor Cuomo praised the
design of the broad, bland new stations to the New York Times as “a public space where
community can gather and where culture and shared civic values are celebrated,” and, at a



news conference, predicted that “this is just the beginning of a new period of rebirth.”
 
What actually happened was that the design of the new subway stations was outsourced to
assorted stars of the modern art world, most of whom not one New Yorker in ten thousand
would likely recognize by name or achievement. One of them, Chuck Close, filled his station
with mosaic portraits of “New York artists who have formed Mr. Close’s wide circle,” which
includes Lou Reed and Kara Walker along with Cecily Brown, Philip Glass, Alex Katz,
several younger artists he favored, and two self-portraits.
 
The artist Vik Muniz did Close one better, providing three dozen images of various friends,
relatives, and cultural celebrities dressed up, reported the Times, like “normal people,”
including “the restaurateur Daniel Boulud holding a bag with a fish tail sticking out; the
designer, actor, and man-about-town Waris Ahluwalia”; and Mr. Muniz himself, “in a
Rockwell-esque scene of him tripping, spilling papers from his briefcase,” as well as his son,
dressed “in a tiger suit, like a Times Square mascot on lunch break.” Isn’t it marvelous? The
artists are depicting themselves and their celebrity friends imitating us, waiting for a train and
doing all the perfectly ordinary things that we ordinary people do!
 
It is one thing to replace some of the more offensive monuments and messages from the past,
quite another to simply blank out everything with the generic and the tragically hip. Our
buildings and our public art today are not a corrective but the easy disengagement of the
developer. The void in our art reflects the sensory deprivation of our neighborhoods, where
the complex and varied city has also been wiped out. Once the iconography of New York
honored ideas, enterprises, achievers, and heroes, but today’s public spaces speak a secret
language of the cool and knowing, an inside joke that is lost on the rest of us. The things we
have lost will never be found again, and the new things we have received are literally empty
and spiritually devoid of meaning.
 
“What are you going to do about it?” Boss Tweed, the corrupt sachem of Tammany Hall,
allegedly sneered when confronted about the nineteenth-century New York that he and his
confederates so ruthlessly plundered. What are we going to do about a New York that is,
right now, being plundered not only of its treasure but also of its heart, and soul, and
purpose?
 
Bill de Blasio, our current mayor and previously an obscure local politician, was first elected
in 2013, running against Republican Joe Lhota, a longtime state and city bureaucrat under the
old regime and its ethos of development first, now, and always. Lhota ran a scorched-earth
campaign, warning New Yorkers in commercial after commercial that a vote for some fuzzy
liberal like De Blasio meant regression, meant going back to the bad old days of runaway
crime, bankruptcy, and disorder. When all the votes were counted, Lhota had lost by nearly
50 points.
 
Vowing to be the mayor of “the other New York,” De Blasio announced his intention to go
after the threat looming over so many voters: the cost of living here. The new mayor
promised to “build or preserve” 200,000 affordable rental units over the next ten years,
something that sounded like a good start.
 
Of those 200,000 units, it developed, 120,000 were to be “preserved,” mostly by negotiating
with landlords to rehabilitate buildings that had fallen into extreme disrepair or were seized
by the city for back taxes. Crucial as this sort of work is, it only stanched the bleeding. The



remaining 80,000 new units of affordable housing would start to materialize with De Blasio
rezoning fifteen neighborhoods for higher-density habitation. The Bloomberg Administration
had taken another approach, rezoning more than a third of the city but more often
“downzoning” neighborhoods to limit housing capacity and preserve their “character.”
Unsurprisingly, the downzoned neighborhoods tended to be whiter and more well-off than
those that were upzoned, but ultimately a net of 15,000 buildings and 170,000 housing units
were added during Bloomberg’s three terms. This approach, as well, did absolutely nothing to
contain rents.
 
Worse still was the other tool that De Blasio would use to coax the developers into building
in these newly rezoned hot spots: article 421-a of the property tax code. This has been the
leading means by which New York has built new housing since 1971, when the federal
government largely dropped out of the business. It works like this: developers get massive
tax breaks on new buildings for up to thirty-five years as long as they rent 25 to 30 percent of
the units in said buildings below market rates. The developers are taxed only at what the
property—often a vacant lot—was valued at to begin with, excluding all the value their new
building adds to the property.
 
No one could ever accuse this provision of discouraging new building. But in recent years,
421-a has become most famous for leading landlords to add separate “poor doors” for their
less wealthy tenants, as Extell announced it would do for its new tower at 40 Riverside
Boulevard, on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. (One is tempted to ask if the front entrance
will be known as the “ghost door” for all those foreign investors who never show up.)
 
The greater problem, as Michael Greenberg spelled out in his New York Review of Books
analysis, is that by its very definition new housing that is 25 to 30 percent “affordable” still
means huge numbers of high-cost new rentals. It is, in other words, mass gentrification
locked in for many years to come, while the city is further starved of tax dollars needed to
maintain and improve its public services.
 
The 421-a tax break is an anachronistic tool left over from the Seventies, when both
landlords and the middle class were abandoning the city in droves. Nothing could be further
from the case today, and the recent evidence is abundant that continuing to use it is a
counterproductive strategy, one that is subsidizing the wealthy while diminishing the amount
of affordable housing available.
 
Not so coincidentally, as Greenberg reports, landlords have redoubled their efforts—often
illegal—to bribe or intimidate their less affluent tenants into moving out. Some of the more
egregious examples he cites are in Brooklyn: landlords cutting off heat and hot water,
inviting belligerent homeless men to defecate and hold drug parties in the halls, not fixing
collapsing walls and ceilings, nailing up plywood over doors, locking tenants out and getting
them arrested, and, in one instance, even bearing false witness to get a tenant committed,
temporarily, to a psych ward. The neighborhoods themselves look much improved; it’s just
the people that were lost.
 
In my part of the forest, thank goodness, the process is (a little) more civilized, a sort of soft,
running eviction. The large rental company that now owns every building on my side of the
block (and much of the next block as well) brought in crews of what obviously seemed to be
undocumented workers to repoint the brickwork, and thus drive up the rent for all of us by a
couple of hundred dollars each month. Working out on precarious scaffolding in winter



weather, these men were forbidden to talk to us, even when we tried to offer them water. As
the older families move out, more crews descend on their apartments, tearing them apart,
right down to the brick, in storms of noise and dust that go on for months.
 
They cut through electrical cables and crash through ceilings and walls too. An overly zealous
smash that shattered our bathroom ceiling, in the workers’ rush to get things done, led to that
room being redone for the first time in thirty years. What we got was the same “deluxe”
treatment that the new tenants receive: cheap linoleum tile made to look as close as possible
to actual ceramic, cheap wooden shelving, and furnishings built to last a fortnight. All to lure
the next tenants into accepting three times what my wife and I now pay. And there are
rumors that next our perfectly adequate lobbies will be soon be “redone,” which will no
doubt raise our rents more.
 
I like my new neighbors. They’re terrific people, just like the old ones, and drawn from
nearly as many different places. Better educated, usually, with better jobs, but just as friendly
and helpful. They tend to be younger, with younger families, and it’s nice to hear and see so
many kids in the building again. On the surface, this would seem to be what New York—and
America—is all about: everyone moving on up another rung on the socioeconomic ladder, the
city filling again with the next extraordinary group of people who will cherish and enhance it.
 
But I try not to get too attached, for I know that their time here is limited. It couldn’t help but
be, paying as much as $5,000 a month, as they do, to squeeze growing families into 700
square feet. They are transient, here only for a few years at most, until the next child or the
next job—until they can buy a place of their own, or the home company in France or
California decides to stop subsidizing such outrageous rents.
 
We are becoming a city of transients. Already, there are at least two apartments in my
building operating as Airbnbs, an increasingly popular practice in many New York buildings;
the only question is whether they are being run by the tenants or by the landlord. The
potential safety or comfort of the rest of us, now living with night-to-night tenants who could
be anybody, is not their concern.
 
The very idea of permanence is anathema to our landlords, just as it is to most employers in
this city and in cities all over the country. It is the same thing for commercial spaces. Rather
than drop their rent demands even now, landlords are often simply switching to short-term
tenancies, better known as pop-ups. As Dennis Lynch detailed in The Real Deal, the real
estate industry magazine, this can mean “experiential activation” renters “looking to penetrate
a conference or event crowd—occupy a space for four days out of a month,” on average. Or
a “brand launch” that might last six weeks. Or a “target market launch” that averages three
months. Anything from a day to a year, with the landlords reportedly enjoying the fact that
such temporary clients don’t require a long lease and are very easy to evict if anything goes
wrong.
 
Between 2010 and 2014, Lynch writes, the rents in sixteen Manhattan retail corridors tracked
by CBRE Group, the self-described largest commercial real estate services and investment
firm in the world,
 
skyrocketed by a whopping 89.1 percent while total retail sales for the borough grew by only
31.9 percent, creating what the commercial brokerage firm called “an unsustainable situation
for some tenants as rents surpassed what their sales growth could support.”



 
What’s more, this price gouging continued even as vacancies multiplied, a supposed
impossibility under classical capitalist economics. The better business got, the more stores
went under and were abandoned. The more storefronts went vacant, the higher rents kept
going.
 
In some of the swankier districts of Manhattan, this can lead to the likes of Gwyneth Paltrow,
Kanye West, or Tommy Hilfiger “popping up.” In less glamorous neighborhoods, such as my
own, it’s more likely to mean the headquarters of a political campaign, or the ubiquitous
Halloween costume stores that open now in mid-September. But wherever and whatever they
are, the lesson is the same: everything is temporary. The whole idea of a permanent
community is fading away.
 
So what are we going to do about it?
 
Some practical reforms might start with ending 421-a and other subsidies for wealthy
developers, thereby bringing the city tens of billions of additional tax dollars over the next
few years and eliminating a major incentive for those who would build primarily for the rich.
With that money, or at least some percentage of it, New York City could then build its own
affordable housing—affordable for actual working-class people—without worrying about
support from the federal government or 80 percent of the apartments going to more of the
rich, absent or otherwise. And, as Greenberg suggests, an additional, dedicated half cent in
sales tax, say—akin to how Los Angeles taxed itself recently to expand its mass transit
system—could provide a permanent funding source to build and rehabilitate housing.
 
When it comes to the retailers, others have dared to suggest reinstituting commercial rent
control. David Dinkins even made that idea part of his winning mayoral platform back in
1989, though—as happens with so many winning Democratic Party campaign promises—
once he was elected, Dinkins quickly made it clear that he had no intention of seriously
pursuing any such popular measure.
 
Unbeknownst to most New Yorkers today—so thoroughly has even the rumor of it been
stomped out—the city did have commercial rent control for eighteen years, from 1945 to
1963. This was the most widely prosperous time in New York’s history, and an era that many
New Yorkers still remember as the city’s golden age. How much that was because of
commercial rent control is probably unquantifiable, but obviously it didn’t hurt.
 
Another good idea would be to restrain ourselves. For some sixty-five years, from 1942 to
2007, New York co-ops were forbidden from gleaning more than 20 percent of their building
revenues from storefront rents, under the IRS’s so-called 80/20 rule. Co-ops, then more
collectivist enterprises, were originally encouraged as a way by which working- and middle-
class tenants could save buildings for themselves that had been neglected or abandoned by
landlords. In time, though, they became one more preserve of the wealthy, and in December
2007 their lobbyists managed to get Congress to repeal the 80/20 rule and let co-ops charge
stores whatever they wanted. Since then, New York homeowners have been able to join the
ranks of the biggest landlords, running longtime small businesses out of their stores with
extortionate rent increases while reducing or eliminating their own monthly maintenance fees
and other assessments. In other words, we have met the landlords, and they are us.
 
Actually instituting these reforms, though, or pushing through any number of other good



legislative fixes, comes up against New York’s dysfunctional political system. Because of
archaic rules designed mostly to suppress Tweed’s Tammany Hall and other long-vanished
political machines, the city’s ability to alter its own rental and tax laws is largely subject to
approval from Albany, with predictable results. As Greenberg reported, state legislators from
outside the city—many of them Republicans—are routinely given enormous contributions
from developers, and subsequently thwart pro-tenant bills of any sort; from 2000 to 2016,
city developers poured $83 million into legislative races, “more than any other economic
group.”
 
The prevailing idea that we now live in the best of all possible New Yorks remains a
powerful one. A rationalization, perhaps, to compensate for the frustration we experience
living in a system that no one really likes but that we feel helpless to alter. In a recent
history-memoir titled St. Marks Is Dead, the journalist Ada Calhoun laid on another such coat
of Pangloss with her entertaining narrative of one of New York’s most fabled streets and
neighborhoods. She concedes that the apartment she grew up in now would cost $5,000 a
month but insists,
 
Who understands the soul of any place? Who deserves to be here? Who is the interloper and
who the interloped-upon? Who can say which drunk NYU student stumbling down St. Marks
Place will wind up writing the next classic novel or making the next great album?
 
Well, it will have to be a drunk NYU student who can afford $5,000 a month in rent. What
Calhoun and the other adamant Pollyannas refuse to understand is that a bar is one thing, a
dance hall is one thing, and even a Gap or a Starbucks is one thing, but a bank branch is
another. It is a carpet and a machine from which one extracts money, then leaves. No one is
writing a novel or an album about it. Those things that we do not value, that we do not
actively protect, fade away and die.
 
I used to hang out on St. Marks Place, back when Calhoun was a girl. I was seeing a dancer
from Waycross, Georgia, and we would go drink seventy-five-cent shots at the Holiday
Cocktail Lounge, and talk with old Ukrainian men about the great middleweights they had
seen fight, and watch the punks out from the dance clubs play pool. Afterward, we would go
back to her place in Brooklyn, where she turned me on to the joys of homemade curry and
Patti Smith’s Horses album, among other delights. Walking back from her place to
Manhattan one day, in the midst of a transit strike, I crossed the Manhattan Bridge with a
couple of winos, with whom I stopped to watch the sun set over the Statue of Liberty, a
moment I will remember for the rest of my life.
 
I did not believe that I was living in a utopia, or through the only possible iteration of St.
Marks Place or New York City. But I defy anyone to have that experience in a bank branch,
no matter how drunk they are.
 
Cities are all about loss. I get that. Intrinsically dynamic, cities have to change, or they end
up like Venice, preserved in amber for the tourists. New York City, for all its might, is no
more immune to economic sea changes than anyplace else—maybe less so.
 
It could be said that New York has been gentrifying ever since a lack of space started to push
its dozens of shipbuilding yards off the East Side and over to Greenpoint in the years just
before the Civil War. Many other industries followed, rarely to the city’s disadvantage, unless
you pine for the open-air rendering plants and stockyards that also proliferated along the



Manhattan waterfront. Just, I suppose, as residents of Pittsburgh or Detroit don’t miss the
choking haze at noon that meant “prosperity” back in the day.
 
New Yorkers, over time, made just about anything and everything, from chemicals to bread,
metal parts to chocolates, furniture to crates for shipping fine art, toys, and clothes of every
description. Moreover, as the busiest harbor in the world for most of a century, it moved
things. These industries were constantly in flux, and by the end of World War II, as the only
great world city that remained unbloodied and unbowed, New York still had more than a
million manufacturing jobs, more than any other city on the planet.
 
These numbers declined slowly at first, then more rapidly, with about half of the old
manufacturing base gone by the Seventies. Deindustrialization continued rapidly in the
Eighties, until today there are estimated to be fewer than 80,000 manufacturing jobs, in 6,000
companies. Some of the last and most integral parts of the city’s working culture are now
finally fading away altogether. The Meatpacking District is a euphemism for drunken club-
hopping and shopping. The Garment District, caught between Madison Square Garden and
the Hudson Yards excrescence, is dissolving into still more trendy bars and restaurants. The
rag trade, so instrumental in shaping the very nature of New York, has been steadily pulled
overseas for years. The same thing has happened to the makers of clothing throughout
America. The advent of container ships would have spelled the end of New York’s hundreds
of miles of working waterfront and the tens of thousands of jobs it provided no matter how
much the city tried to keep them. For a generation, the piers rotted down to the pilings, while
the waterfront crumbled into a drugs and sex bazaar. Things change, people go. Favorite
stores and bars close. The owner of that deli you love gets tired of carving cold cuts all day
and decides to retire to Florida. So what?
 
The trouble lies not in the inexorable fact that cities change but in our failure to deal with
that. Since the Seventies, all that our urban leaders, in New York and elsewhere, Democratic
as well as Republican, have been able to come up with is one scheme after another to invite
the rich in.
 
The prevailing critique of American cities from the right, dating back to the Sixties, was that
our existing social welfare state was unsustainable. The question haunting our urban success
stories today is whether the prevailing conservative addiction to privately owned,
government-subsidized mega-development is sustainable. Already, there are indications that
the whole gimcrack structure is starting to give way. Before the end of last summer, The Real
Deal was reporting a significant softening of the Manhattan condo market, with inventory up
a hefty 35 percent from the year before.
 
With many of their buildings still just half-full or less, even after the initial rush to buy into
them, developers are scrambling now, trying to encourage brokers with higher commissions;
offering to pay for buyers’ closing costs, storage units, and parking spaces; and shaving as
much as 10 percent off the prices. The Madison Square Park Tower, an eighty-three-unit
condo at 45 East 22nd Street, was offering, The Real Deal reports, “to throw in two studio
apartments and two parking spots for any buyer willing to shell out $48 million for the
building’s 7,000-square foot penthouse.”
 
This weakness has even begun to spread to Billionaires’ Row. The majority investor at 111
West 57th Street claimed in court that the building is facing a $100 million shortfall. All
those sumac meanders don’t grow on trees. Extell’s One57 suffered the Row’s first two



foreclosures in 2017, including a possibly record-setting $50.9 million foreclosure on a condo
contracted by one of its “mystery buyers.” (The New York Post later identified him as a
Nigerian oil tycoon.) Extell even failed to rent out thirty-eight lower-floor units at One57,
opting instead to list them for sale at a discounted price.
 
The danger of a city economy based on little more than these oversized piles of Jenga blocks
should be obvious. The Real Deal demurred from trying to quantify just what the outstanding
—and the soon-to-be outstanding—debt is on New York condos, but claimed, “It’s
undoubtedly in the billions.”
 
More disturbing than any potential fiscal or physical collapse, though, is the moral collapse
that New York has suffered. “Too often, life in New York is merely a squalid succession of
days, whereas in fact it can be a great, living, thrilling adventure,” Fiorello La Guardia told
New Yorkers during his 1933 mayoral campaign. Today, life in New York too often seems
like a sci-fi version of itself in which we barely notice as our fellow human beings are picked
off by the monsters living among us.
 
A little-noticed but quietly magnificent exhibition at Hunter College’s Roosevelt House
Public Policy Institute this past year, “The New Deal in New York City”—part of the
nationwide Living New Deal history project—put on display a vision for another way of life,
a way of life that Mayor La Guardia was instrumental in building. The exhibit featured
images of the first public housing in the United States, built by New York City from 1935 to
1937 with funds provided by the federal Works Progress Administration and Public Works
Administration.
 
These projects—the First Houses, Ten Eyck (now Williamsburg) Houses, and Harlem River
Houses—were built on a human scale, just four to five stories high. At First Houses, the
spaces formerly occupied by one out of every three of the rotting tenements they replaced
were left vacant, to let in air and light and provide room for children’s playgrounds and
places where their parents could sit and talk. The buildings were small, and they, too, were
no utopia—though they remain much-sought-after homes to this day. By 1941, according to
the exhibit, a total of nine such projects had been built in New York, with 11,570 units, and
more than 500 of these developments had gone up around the United States.
 
Unlike so much later public housing, they were not envisioned or designed as projects simply
to store the poor but as integral parts of a new community. Their residents could take
advantage of any number of other government-funded community projects all around them,
from beautiful new swimming pools to refurbished—and free—schools and colleges. They
could find work rebuilding their own city’s infrastructure or writing guidebooks to New
York. They could attend plays and concerts of all sorts.
 
Their buildings and the public institutions around them were adorned by murals, painted not
by art-scene stars imitating them but by artists who lived among them and depicted the
histories of their place and their own lives. This, again, was not utopia. Marion Greenwood,
painting her murals for the Red Hook Houses, groused about how she had to endure the
criticisms of both bureaucrats and tenants regarding her work, both classes of people she felt
had a much lower appreciation of art than the Mexican peasants she had formerly worked
with. But this was America, too—and especially New York.
 
“I hope the day is dawning when private capital will devote itself to better and cheaper



housing, but we know that the government will have to continue to build for the low-income
groups,” Eleanor Roosevelt asserted matter-of-factly at the opening of the appropriately
named First Houses. “That is a departure for us, but other governments have done it. Low-
cost housing must go on in the United States.” Getting back to these first principles, to a city
and a society that are committed to providing a decent life for all its citizens, is the only way
we can regain “the great, living, thrilling adventure” that La Guardia envisioned.
 
New York has been—and should be—a city of ambition and contentment. Of the getting-
there and the got, with plenty of room carved out for those whose desires do not include that
deluxe apartment in the sky but simply making a living and raising a family by doing
something useful, or not doing anything especially useful at all but existing, living,
appreciating the vast urban swirl around them.
 
Yes, the rich will be with us always. But New York should be a city of workers and
eccentrics as well as visionaries and billionaires; a place of schoolteachers and garbagemen
and janitors, or people who wear buttons reading is it fascism yet?—as one woman in my
neighborhood has for decades, even as she grows steadily grayer and more stooped. A city of
people who sell books on the street—and in their own shops. A city of street photographers,
and immigrant vendors, and bus drivers with attitudes, and even driven businessmen and
hedge fund operators. All helped to get along a little better, out of gratitude for all that they
do to keep everything running, and to keep New York remarkable.
 
Instead, our leaders seem hopelessly invested in importing a race of supermen for the
supercity, living high above the clouds. Jetting about the world so swiftly and silently, they
are barely visible. A city of glass houses where no one’s ever home. A city of tourists. An
empty city.
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VERTUS HOLDS OFF ON REGENTS — Rochester Democrat and Chronicle's
Justin Murphy: "At most high schools in New York, conscientious 11th-graders will
sit for Regents exams later this month in hopes of knocking off the last state tests
they'll need for graduation next spring. Vertus Charter School in Rochester will have
11th-graders taking Regents exams as well. For many of them, though, it will be the
first such tests they've taken. Unlike nearly every other school in the state, Vertus
has encouraged its students not to take Regents exams until they're almost certain
they'll pass them. In practice, that means the majority of students went their first
two years of high school without passing even one of the five Regents exams
needed for graduation. School co-founder and CEO Leigh McGuigan said the
approach is necessary considering the low academic level of entering ninth-graders.
It also fits the school's instructional model, where students do most of their
coursework on computers, at their own pace, rather than in traditional classrooms.

"Backloading four or five Regents exams into the 11th and 12th grades,
though, greatly raises the stakes for the students and leaves them little room for
error in case they fail one or more. Indeed, while McGuigan said the school is on
track for an 80 percent graduation rate in its first class in 2018, she is also trying to
get students and families used to the idea of taking five years, not four, to finish.
'You have to pass five (tests) to graduate — there's no rule about when,' she said.
'The right path for every student is different.'"

"Vertus, an all-boys high school, first opened in September 2014; not a single
student took a Regents exam the following June. Four took the Living Environment
test in August, and all four passed it. The school administered 50 tests the following
year to its 137 students, with some students taking more than one exam but the
majority taking none at all. All but two of the tests taken were passed, according to
information provided by the school. Those numbers — both the total tests
administered and the passage rates — are starkly different from any other high
school in Rochester, whether in the city school district or a charter school." Read
more here.

GOOD MONDAY MORNING. Kristina Johnson is in Washington as part of a
climate change coalition. Richard Carranza will deliver remarks at a teaching
fellows event. Betty Rosa, MaryEllen Elia and Vita Rabinowitz did not release
public schedules. This newsletter is for you, so tell us how we can make it even
better. Send feedback, tips and education-related events to eshapiro@politico.com
and agronewold@politico.com. Follow us on Twitter: @elizashapiro, and
@annagronewold.

SHARE ME: Like this newsletter? Please tell a friend to sign up. Just give them this
link.

AROUND NEW YORK:



— "Mayor Bill de Blasio wants the education department to expand the
number of spots at "high quality" high schools, including New York City's elite
specialized schools. During his weekly appearance on WNYC's Brian Lehrer Show, de
Blasio said he has directed schools Chancellor Richard Carranza to create a plan to
maximize the number of seats in the specialized high schools and a range of high
quality high schools. 'He's going to come back with a plan in the coming months,'
the mayor added. Those comments come amid fierce debate about de Blasio's plan
to boost racial diversity at eight specialized high schools by eliminating the single
test that determines admission and replacing it with a system that guarantees a seat
to top students at every middle school. Critics of the plan argue that the entrance
exam at the specialized high schools is an objective measure of merit, and it's unfair
to displace students, most of whom are Asian-American, in favor of boosting the
proportion of black and Latino students. (Many others argue that the test is not an
objective measure, especially since many students spend thousands of dollars
preparing for it.) — Chalkbeat's Alex Zimmerman. Read more here.

— "At DeWitt Clinton HS in the Bronx, kids who have cut class all
semester can still snag a 65 passing grade — and course credit — if they
complete a quickie 'mastery packet.' Insisting that students can pass
'regardless of absence,' Principal Pierre Orbe has ordered English, science, social
studies and math teachers to give 'make up' work to hundreds of kids who didn't
show up or failed the courses, whistleblowers said." — New York Post's Sue Edelman
and Sara Dorn. Read more here.

— "City education officials threw a high-profile principal out of his
Brooklyn school and into the rubber room amid sexual harassment
charges, the Daily News has learned. Urban Action Academy Principal Steve Dorcely
is accused of showering his unwanted attention on colleague Jordan Barnett for two
years after she ended their affair, according to a 2017 lawsuit." — New York Daily
News' Ben Chapman and Larry McShane. Read more here.

— "A Canarsie school board is in danger of failing after its president and a
majority of members resigned in protest. Six members of the District 22
Community Education Council - including former president Rajmatie Willabus — say
they abruptly quit because of bullying on the board and a lack of support from the
city Department of Education." — New York Daily News' Ben Chapman. Read more
here.

— "East Ramapo voters have one last shot at passing a 2018-19 school
budget, otherwise programs, such [as] summer school, athletics and even staff,
could be in jeopardy of being cut, according to the district." — Rockland/Westchester
Journal News' Kimberly Redmond. Read more here.

ROCHESTER'S PARENTS MUST LEAD — Rochester Democrat and
Chronicle's Editorial Board: "Her children attended schools in the Rochester City
School District. Now, her grandchildren are enrolled in city schools. 'I used to go to
all the parent groups when my kids were there, but I got too frustrated,' the woman
told a member of our Editorial Board. 'Nothing has changed in two decades.' Another
parent told us her son is about to finish 8th grade. She does not want him to go to
high school in the city. She repeatedly called a local suburban district, asking
whomever answered the phone if she could send her boy there instead. Recently,
the district's high school principal returned her call. Read more here.



ACROSS THE RIVER:

— "A Gloucester County educator is the lead plaintiff in a proposed class-
action lawsuit that targets the state's teacher unions. The suit, brought in
the name of Clearview Regional High School teacher Ann Smith, challenges the
constitutionality of 'representation fees' charged to non-union members by the New
Jersey Education Association and its affiliates." — Cherry Hill Courier-Post's Jim
Walsh. Read more here.

— Legislative leaders said Friday they plan to send Gov. Phil Murphy a
budget by the end of next week — with or without the governor's approval —
an unexpected announcement that came after talks broke down earlier in the day
between the governor's office and top Democratic lawmakers. — POLITICO's Linh
Tat, Ryan Hutchins and Katherine Landergan. Read more here.

AROUND THE NATION:

— "... Charters are public schools, ostensibly open to all. The idea behind
charters was to loosen rules and regulations that might hinder innovation, allowing
them to hire uncertified teachers for example. But dozens of charters have also used
their greater flexibility to limit which kids make it through the schoolhouse doors —
creating exclusive, disproportionately white schools. ... They do this in a variety of
ways: Some pick from preferred attendance zones. Some don't offer school bus
transportation. Others require expensive uniforms. Lake Oconee Academy is one of
115 charters around the country at which the percentage of white students is at
least 20 points higher than at any of the traditional public schools in the districts
where they are located, according to an investigation by The Hechinger Report and
the Investigative Fund, produced in collaboration with NBC News. The analysis used
the most recent year of federal enrollment data, for the 2015-16 school year. The
20-percentage-point difference is often used to define schools as 'racially
identifiable.'" — Hechinger Report's Emmanuel Felton for NBC. Read more here.

— "Dozens of universities are banding together with a new reporting
system to keep tabs on Greek organizations in hopes of curbing hazing,
sexual assault and alcohol abuse." — The Wall Street Journal's Douglas Belkin. Read
more here.

— "Harvard consistently rated Asian-American applicants lower than
others on traits like 'positive personality,' likability, courage, kindness and
being 'widely respected,' according to an analysis of more than 160,000 student
records filed Friday by a group representing Asian-American students in a lawsuit
against the university." — The New York Times' Anemona Hartocollis. Read more
here.
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18 Brooklyn gang members who treated shootings like a sports 'scoreboard' arrested
DAILY NEWS - Rocco Parascandola, John Annese, Christina Carrega
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-metro-brooklyn-gang-takedown-
20180621-story.html
 
A murderous band of Bloods gang members who treated shootings like a sports “scoreboard”
were brought low in a sweeping, two-year investigation, Brooklyn prosecutors said.
 
Eighteen members of the Martense-Beverly Bosses were rounded up on a string of charges
that linked gang members to two murders and six nonfatal shootings targeting their rivals in
the Folk Nation.
 
The suspects in the Martense-Beverly gang, named for the streets in Flatbush that run
through their territory, include Adonis (6 Shot) Barnett, who’s already on trial in the 2016
murder of Gerald Cummings, 38 The dad was shot dead while trying to take back his son’s
stolen baseball hat. Barnett was 16 years old when he allegedly shot Cummings on Aug. 3,
2016.
 
Another suspect, Jeremy (JR) Denaud, 17 — who was already facing charges for his role in a
shooting at the Kings Plaza Shopping Center last July — bragged about targeting a rival
gang, prosecutors said.
 
“The defendant is heard on recorded Rikers (Island) phone calls talking about committing
murders against Folk Nation rivals,” said a prosecutor at Denaud’s arraignment in Brooklyn
Supreme Court. “The defendant is heard asking, 'Who’s up on the scoreboard?' in regards to
shootings with rivals."
 
He faces attempted murder, conspiracy and reckless endangerment charges.
 
Chyanne (Chy Chy) Tait, 19, is accused of setting up three-way calls with jailed gang
members, like Barnett, to keep them in the loop about what their rivals were up to. She faces
conspiracy charges.
 
Another suspect, Asa (ASAP) Francis, who also faces conspiracy charges, boasted about
intending to shoot the gang’s enemies in at least two phone calls, prosecutors allege.
 
The Brooklyn district attorney’s office and the NYPD are expected to lay out the charges
against the gang’s members in a 2 p.m. announcement Thursday.
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US mayors arrive in Tornillo to protest separation of immigrant children from families
EL PASO TIMES - Elida Perez
https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/texasregion/2018/06/21/mayors-arrive-tornillo-
protest-separation-immigrant-children-trump-executive-order-el-paso/720122002/
 
Bipartisan mayors from coast to coast descended on the Tornillo Port of Entry Wednesday to
demand that immigrant children be reunited with their parents and to call on the federal
government to pass immigration reform.
 
About 20 mayors, including New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio and Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti, were hosted by El Paso Mayor Dee Margo to visit the port of entry where the
federal government has set up a tent shelter to house immigrant children.
 
“It’s time to reunify families and fix a broken immigration system,” Garcetti said, adding that
he has seen infants torn away from their mothers and toddlers changing diapers because they
were separated by the Trump administrations “zero tolerance” policy.
 
The mayors, led by Columbia, S.C., Mayor Steve Benjamin, met at the port of entry in
response to the to the Trump administration’s “zero tolerance” policy that was announced in
April. The policy has resulted in at least 2,000 immigrant children being separated from their
parents.
 
About 360 immigrant children were expected to be housed at the temporary tent shelter at the
Marcelino Serna Port of Entry in Tornillo.
 
On Wednesday, President Donald Trump signed an executive order to end the practice of
separating families who cross the U.S.-Mexico border illegally.
 
“We have over 2,000 children still far away from their parents and are still streaming into
our cities,” Garcetti said.
 
Garcetti also criticized the federal government for not providing any information about the
100 children that have been transported to Los Angeles. He said activist groups have
provided more information about the children than government officials.
 
De Blasio also said he was also surprised to find out that 239 children have been transported
nearly 2,000 miles to New York.
 
“We won’t tolerate an inhumane situation anymore,” De Blasio said.
 
The mayors agreed that the executive order issued Wednesday is a step in the right direction,
but left many unanswered questions including how the children were going to be reunited
with their parents.
 
“Maybe enough babies have cried and enough mothers have shed tears and we are starting to



see some change,” said Mayor Bryan Barnett, of Rochester Hills in the Detroit Metro area.
 
Margo, calling El Paso the “poster child” for immigration and bicultural relations, said the
process to resolve the issue is neither Republican or Democrat, but needs to be handled out of
Washington D.C.
 
“Immigration is all encompassing. It’s not just the fact that they are separating children in an
inhumane manner, it’s the fact that we need to reconcile and resolve our immigration process
with DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals), with the undocumented immigrants
that are here today and we need to improve our visa process,” Margo said.
 
The group of mayors had requested a tour of the tent shelter at the Marcelino Serna Port of
Entry in Tornillo, but were told it would take about two weeks to get a response.
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Mental Health Weekly Round Up – Saturday, June 23, 2018
 
Key Mental Health Developments and News:
 

·         Almost every American will, at some point or another, face a mental health 
challenge. It may be related to depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts, substance abuse 
or maybe something more circumstantial like grief over a loss or trouble adjusting to 
a life change. The CDC reports 43.4 million adults suffered from some sort of 
behavioral health issue in 2015 alone. [CNN]
 

·         Scientific research shows the severity of mental health issues among Asian 
Americans. Studies have found a few common causes — shame, fear, and avoidance, 
all of which have roots in the culture and the “model minority” stereotype. One could 
argue most people, regardless of race, are reluctant to discuss their mental state, but 
studies show Asian Americans are three times less likely than white people to seek 
mental health treatment. Another study carried out in 2011 showed that Asian 
Americans typically avoid mental health services because “opting to utilize such 
services requires admitting the existence of a mental health problem and may cause 
shame to the family if personal issues become public.” [VOX]
 

·         In the decades since the crack epidemic, our country has learned an important lesson: 
there is no arresting our way out of drug addiction. The failed “War on Drugs” put too 
many people in jail instead of treatment, a mistake that cost us countless lives and 
taxpayer dollars. Now, we’re facing a new drug crisis — and this time, we have to do 
better.
By now, the devastation of the opioid epidemic is all too familiar. Opioid overdoses 
claimed the lives of more than 42,000 Americans — including more than 4,000 
Ohioans— in 2016 alone. In Montgomery County, where Dayton sits, our county 
coroner’s office saw more than 100 accidental opioid overdose deaths in just the first 
33 days of 2017 — an average of nearly five deaths every day. The epidemic has 
ushered mass trauma into communities and wreaked havoc on economies. [USA 
TODAY]

 
Headlines:
 
Police Killings Have Harmed Mental Health in Black Communities, Study Finds
NY TIMES - John Eligon
A Landmark Study on the Origins of Alcoholism
THE ATLANTIC - Ed Yong
Separating Kids From Their Families Can Permanently Damage Their Brains
THE ATLANTIC - Olga Khazan
There's a severe shortage of mental health professionals in rural areas . Here's why that's a 
serious problem
CNN - AJ Willingham, Elizabeth Elkin



Opinion: Hiding my mental illness from my Asian family almost killed me
VOX - Amanda Rosenberg
House passes massive package to address opioids crisis
NBC NEWS - Marianna Sotomayor
Opinion: Opioid epidemic requires a new perspective on addiction treatment and new 
solutions
USA TODAY - Nan Whaley
Most shooters got their guns legally, didn't have diagnosed mental illness, new FBI report 
says
USA TODAY - Christal Hayes
Video game addiction is a mental health disorder, WHO says, but some health experts don't 
agree
USA TODAY - Lilly Price, Mike Snider
Being transgender no longer classified as mental illness. Here's why
USA TODAY - Caroline Simon
Rural Areas Have The Highest Suicide Rates And Fewest Mental Health Workers
HUFFINGTON POST - Eleanor Goldberg
Opinion: America Can’t Incarcerate Away Our Mental Health Crisis
HUFFINGTON POST - Brian Barnett
Why This Man Crusades For Mental Health After Nearly 30 Years In Prison
HUFFINGTON POST - Lauren Rearick
LEFT-HANDED PEOPLE COULD BE GETTING THE WRONG MENTAL HEALTH 
TREATMENT, RESEARCH SUGGESTS
NEWSWEEK - Kashmira Gander
 
Mental Health in the News:
 
Police Killings Have Harmed Mental Health in Black Communities, Study Finds
NY TIMES - John Eligon
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/21/us/police-shootings-black-mental-health.html
 
Activists for racial justice have long expressed concern that the rash of headline-grabbing 
police killings of black Americans was damaging the mental well-being of African-American 
communities.
 
A report published in The Lancet, a leading British medical journal, on Thursday appears to 
give credence to those concerns.
 
Using mental health survey data and a database of police shootings, a team of health 
researchers concluded that when police officers in the United States kill unarmed black 
people, it damages the mental health of black Americans living in those states.
 
The mental health of white Americans was not similarly affected, the researchers found. Nor 
were negative health effects associated with police killings of unarmed white Americans or 
armed black Americans.
 
While these findings might seem unsurprising, particularly to African-Americans, the 
researchers contended that their study was a significant attempt to assess the measurable, if 
indirect, harms that police violence has inflicted on the broader psychological and emotional 



well-being of African-Americans.
 
“‘Having seen something so horrific and traumatic that happened to someone else, I’m 
reminded in a very painful and salient way that the deck might be stacked against me,’” 
Atheendar S. Venkataramani, one of the study’s authors, said of how black people might 
perceive police killings. “It’s really about all the kinds of insidious ways that structural 
racism can make people sick.”
 
Dr. Venkataramani, an assistant professor of medical ethics and health policy at the 
University of Pennsylvania, conducted the study along with Jacob Bor of Boston University, 
David R. Williams of Harvard and Alexander C. Tsai of Massachusetts General Hospital.
 
The researchers analyzed responses from 2013 to 2016 to the Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System, a national survey that interviews more than 400,000 adults, selected at 
random each year, about their health. They juxtaposed responses to questions regarding 
mental health with data from Mapping Police Violence, a database of police killings around 
the country.
 
The annual health survey is done by telephone on a rolling basis throughout the year, and the 
researchers analyzed responses given by residents in states where a police killing had 
occurred in the three months before they were interviewed. They found that black Americans 
reported more “not good” mental health days in the period after a police killing of an 
unarmed black person, and that the killings accounted for up to 1.7 additional days of poor 
mental health a year.
 
The study’s authors could not say definitively that the respondents to the health survey knew 
about the police killings that had happened in their states, or describe how, precisely, the 
news about the killings might have harmed their mental health.
 
Still, Dr. Venkataramani said the effects were observable and real. If anything, he said, the 
findings might understate the extent of the trauma, as some police killings of unarmed 
African-Americans have become events of national significance, reaching far beyond the 
states where they occurred. (The study cited, among the most notable examples, the police 
killings of Oscar Grant III in California, in 2009; of Michael Brown Jr. in Missouri and Eric 
Garner in New York, in 2014; of Walter Scott in South Carolina and Freddie Gray in 
Maryland, in 2015; and of Stephon Clark in California, earlier this year.)
 
“Maybe this is the tip of the iceberg,” Dr. Venkataramani said.
 
While a study like this one helps to underscore the impact of police killings on black 
communities, what’s important is what is done with the findings, said Mama Ayanna 
Mashama, an activist and organizer in Oakland, Calif., who practices natural wellness 
healing. Ms. Mashama said she had seen firsthand how police violence can cause anger and 
angst, and damage the self-esteem of black Americans.
 
“We have to find ways of de-escalating police response to black people,” she said. “It has to 
become policy. It has to become part of how it’s implemented from the top down. We have 
to have trauma-informed practices everywhere: in the schools, in families, in workplaces.”



A Landmark Study on the Origins of Alcoholism
THE ATLANTIC - Ed Yong
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/06/a-landmark-study-in-the-origins-of-
alcoholism/563372/
 
For Markus Heilig, the years of dead ends were starting to grate.
 
A seasoned psychiatrist, Heilig joined the National Institutes of Health in 2004 with grand 
ambitions of finding new ways to treat addiction and alcoholism. “It was the age of the 
neuroscience revolution, and all this new tech gave us many ways of manipulating animal 
brains,” he recalls. By studying addictive behavior in laboratory rats and mice, he would 
pinpoint crucial genes, molecules, and brain regions that could be targeted to curtail the 
equivalent behaviors in people.
 
It wasn’t to be. The insights from rodent studies repeatedly proved to be irrelevant. Many 
researchers and pharmaceutical companies became disillusioned. “We cured alcoholism in 
every rat we ever tried,” says Heilig, who is now at Linköping University in Sweden. “And at 
the end of every paper, we wrote: This will lead to an exciting treatment. But everything we 
took from these animal models to the clinic failed. We needed to go back to the drawing 
board.”
 
Heilig doesn’t buy that mice and rats have nothing to teach us about addiction. It’s more that 
researchers have been studying them in the wrong way. Typically, they’ll let the animals self-
administer drugs by pressing a lever, which they almost always learn to do. That should have 
been a red flag. When humans regularly drink alcohol, only 15 percent or so become 
dependent on the stuff. Why them and not the other 85 percent? That’s the crucial question, 
and you won’t answer it with an experiment in which every rodent becomes addicted.
 
Eric Augier, who recently joined Heilig’s team, tried a different approach—one pioneered in 
his former laboratory to study cocaine addiction. After training rats to self-administer 
alcohol, he offered them some sugary water, too. This better mimics real life, in which drugs 
exist simultaneously with other pleasurable substances. Given a choice between booze and 
nectar, most rats chose the latter. But not all of them: Of the 32 rats that Augier first tested, 
four ignored the sugar and kept on shooting themselves up with alcohol.
 
“Four rats is laughable,” says Heilig, referring to the study’s small size, “but 620 rats later, no 
one’s laughing.” Augier repeated the experiment with more rats of various breeds, and 
always got the same results. Consistently, 15 percent of them choose alcohol over sugar—the 
same number as the proportion of human drinkers who progress to alcoholism.
 
Those alcohol-preferring rats showed other hallmarks of human addiction, too. They spend 
more effort to get a sip of alcohol than their sugar-preferring peers, and they kept on drinking 
even when their booze supply was spiked with an intensely bitter chemical or paired with an 
electric shock. “That was striking to me, as a clinician,” says Heilig. “Embedded in the 
criteria for diagnosing alcoholism is that people continue to take drugs despite good 
knowledge of the fact that it will harm or kill them.”
 
Many lab studies treat animals as if they were identical, and any variation in their behavior is 
just unhelpful noise. But in Augier’s work, the variation is the important bit. It’s what points 



to the interesting underlying biology. “This is a really good study,” says Michael Taffe, a 
neuroscientist at the Scripps Research Institute who studies drug addiction. “Since only a 
minority of humans experience a transition to addiction, [an approach] such as this is most 
likely to identify the specific genetic variants that convey risk.”
 
That is exactly what the team did next. They compared the alcohol-preferring and sugar-
preferring rats and looked for differences in the genes that were active in their brains. They 
focused on six regions that are thought to be involved in addiction, and found no differences 
in five. “But in the sixth, we did,” says Heilig. “And it made me smile because I started out 
doing my Ph.D. on the amygdala.”
 
The amygdala is an almond-shaped region that sits deep within the brain, and is heavily 
involved in processing emotions. When Augier looked at the amygdala of alcoholic rats, he 
found signs of unusually low activity in several genes, all of which are linked to a chemical 
called gaba.
 
Gaba is a molecular red light: Certain neurons make and release it to stop their neighbors 
from firing. Once that’s done, the gaba-making neurons use an enzyme called GAT3 to pump 
the molecule back into themselves, so they can reuse it. But in the amygdala of alcohol-
preferring rats, the gene that makes GAT3 is much less active, and makes just half the usual 
levels of the pump. Gaba accumulates around the neighboring neurons, making them 
abnormally inactive.
 
Eric Augier, who recently joined Heilig’s team, tried a different approach—one pioneered in 
his former laboratory to study cocaine addiction. After training rats to self-administer 
alcohol, he offered them some sugary water, too. This better mimics real life, in which drugs 
exist simultaneously with other pleasurable substances. Given a choice between booze and 
nectar, most rats chose the latter. But not all of them: Of the 32 rats that Augier first tested, 
four ignored the sugar and kept on shooting themselves up with alcohol.
 
“Four rats is laughable,” says Heilig, referring to the study’s small size, “but 620 rats later, no 
one’s laughing.” Augier repeated the experiment with more rats of various breeds, and 
always got the same results. Consistently, 15 percent of them choose alcohol over sugar—the 
same number as the proportion of human drinkers who progress to alcoholism.
 
Those alcohol-preferring rats showed other hallmarks of human addiction, too. They spend 
more effort to get a sip of alcohol than their sugar-preferring peers, and they kept on drinking 
even when their booze supply was spiked with an intensely bitter chemical or paired with an 
electric shock. “That was striking to me, as a clinician,” says Heilig. “Embedded in the 
criteria for diagnosing alcoholism is that people continue to take drugs despite good 
knowledge of the fact that it will harm or kill them.”
 
Many lab studies treat animals as if they were identical, and any variation in their behavior is 
just unhelpful noise. But in Augier’s work, the variation is the important bit. It’s what points 
to the interesting underlying biology. “This is a really good study,” says Michael Taffe, a 
neuroscientist at the Scripps Research Institute who studies drug addiction. “Since only a 
minority of humans experience a transition to addiction, [an approach] such as this is most 
likely to identify the specific genetic variants that convey risk.”
 



That is exactly what the team did next. They compared the alcohol-preferring and sugar-
preferring rats and looked for differences in the genes that were active in their brains. They 
focused on six regions that are thought to be involved in addiction, and found no differences 
in five. “But in the sixth, we did,” says Heilig. “And it made me smile because I started out 
doing my Ph.D. on the amygdala.”
 
The amygdala is an almond-shaped region that sits deep within the brain, and is heavily 
involved in processing emotions. When Augier looked at the amygdala of alcoholic rats, he 
found signs of unusually low activity in several genes, all of which are linked to a chemical 
called gaba.
 
Gaba is a molecular red light: Certain neurons make and release it to stop their neighbors 
from firing. Once that’s done, the gaba-making neurons use an enzyme called GAT3 to pump 
the molecule back into themselves, so they can reuse it. But in the amygdala of alcohol-
preferring rats, the gene that makes GAT3 is much less active, and makes just half the usual 
levels of the pump. Gaba accumulates around the neighboring neurons, making them 
abnormally inactive.
 
Other drugs like benzodiazepines also exert their effects through gaba, but like baclofen, 
they’re easily abused themselves. “They’re a good alternative for alcoholism in the short term 
but they’re not safe in the long term,” says Lara Ray from UCLA.
 
But Heilig’s study suggests that other chemicals, which could influence gaba levels in more 
subtle ways, might help people to control their addictions. Several such substances are in 
development, and Heilig’s team can see if they change the choices of their alcohol-preferring 
rats.
 
“It’s just such an impressive breakthrough for the field of alcoholism, with real potential for 
therapies,” Ray adds.
 
Separating Kids From Their Families Can Permanently Damage Their Brains
THE ATLANTIC - Olga Khazan
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/06/how-the-stress-of-separation-affects-
immigrant-kids-brains/563468/
 
President Trump on Wednesday signed an executive order intended to end the separation of 
immigrant children from their parents at the border, reversing his own administration’s policy 
after a national outcry.
 
However, many immigrant children will likely still face great turmoil, beyond the stress of 
the immigration experience itself. According to the new rules, immigrant families can still be 
detained indefinitely, as long as they’re together. It’s not clear what happens to people who 
cross the border before new family-detention centers are built, and 2,300 kids have already 
been separated from their parents. (The new policy might also be illegal, as my colleague 
David Graham writes.)
 
This kind of trauma can permanently affect the brains of these children, and potentially their 
long-term development, explained Colleen Kraft, the president of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, on Thursday at the Aspen Ideas Festival, which is co-hosted by the Aspen Institute 



and The Atlantic.
 
In April, Kraft and some colleagues were permitted to visit a shelter for migrant children run 
by the U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement. She described seeing a room full of toddlers that 
was “eerily silent.” That is, except for one little girl, who was “sobbing and wailing and 
beating her fists on the mat.” A staff worker tried to comfort her with books and toys, but she 
wasn’t allowed to pick her up or touch her, Kraft said.
 
“This girl would stop crying if her mother was there, but we couldn’t bring her mother to 
her,” Kraft said. “We could feel the trauma that was going on there.”
 
This trauma, she explained, can permanently affect these children’s brains, especially if it 
occurs early in childhood. Separation from a parent induces stress hormones, which course 
quickly through kids’ small bodies. Parents can normally help children work through their 
stress—but not if they aren’t there.
 
Studies show that high levels of cortisol, one of these stress hormones, can suppress the 
immune system and change the architecture of a developing brain, according to the National 
Scientific Council on the Developing Child. Another stress chemical, corticotropin-releasing 
hormone, can damage the hippocampus, which plays a major role in learning and memory.
 
The brain develops rapidly before the age of 3, with some connections strengthening and 
some being pruned away. In healthy, normal kids, synaptic connections related to learning, 
playing, and social skills are being formed during the toddler years. But, as Kraft explained, 
in children who have unrelenting stress, the strongest connections in the brain are those 
related to fear, aggression, and anxiety.
 
“If you have a whole bunch of bad experiences growing up, you set up your brain in such a 
way that it’s your expectation that that’s what life is about,” James Perrin, a past president of 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, told me in 2014.
 
As the kids grow, the brain starts pruning some of the weaker synaptic connections while 
keeping the stronger ones. Healthy kids’ brains will keep the connections related to learning 
or resilience, while perhaps wiping away the small hiccups of childhood. But in kids who 
have suffered toxic stress, the enduring connections will be the ones related to fear and 
anxiety, Kraft explained, while those related to learning or relating socially might fade.
 
Many kids like this, she said, “don’t develop speech, they don’t develop the social and 
emotional bonds, don’t develop gross motor function [normally]. It leads to very significant 
developmental delay.”
 
In other words, keeping kids away from their families does not just emotionally wound them. 
It biologically wounds them as well—in some cases forever.
 
There's a severe shortage of mental health professionals in rural areas . Here's why 
that's a serious problem
CNN - AJ Willingham, Elizabeth Elkin
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/20/health/mental-health-rural-areas-issues-trnd/index.html
 



Almost every American will, at some point or another, face a mental health challenge. It may 
be related to depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts, substance abuse or maybe something 
more circumstantial like grief over a loss or trouble adjusting to a life change. The CDC 
reports 43.4 million adults suffered from some sort of behavioral health issue in 2015 alone.
 
Now, imagine there wasn't a psychiatrist or psychologist for miles around, let alone another 
specialist who these millions of people could trust with their specific needs. This is what life 
is like for many Americans in rural communities.
 
A new study in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine finds that a majority of non-
metropolitan counties (65%) do not have a psychiatrist and almost half of non-metropolitan 
counties (47%) do not have a psychologist.
 
This is troubling because poor access to mental health care, according to experts, is a serious 
issue that overlaps with other public health crises like drug abuse and suicide.
 
Limited access means care is a last resort
Jackson Rainer is a clinical psychologist who has practiced in rural communities in western 
North Carolina and South Georgia. He says the problem is obvious: There's just not enough 
options; in some areas, no options at all.
"People in rural communities have limited access to the diversity of care they may need. 
There are very few services offered and people have to travel to reach them," he says. 
"Typically, the first closest providers are generalists, and there is very little specialized care. 
There is no community (public) mental health care, and often there are no relevant hospital 
services within a reasonable distance. So, people are just left on their own."
 
Because of this, mental health care is often seen as a last resort instead of a preventative 
measure or an ongoing program of therapy. That can have devastating consequences, because 
the problem is only treated when it becomes a full-blown crisis.
 
"The services that are available become much more restricted," Rainer says. "It becomes 
oriented towards crisis intervention, not prevention. It's, let's get rid of your crisis as it's 
happening.' And if you don't have good insurance or enough money, that's the best you can 
hope for."
Practitioners are overwhelmed
 
Rainer says the frustrations for small-town care providers are endless. The web of mental 
health resources doesn't just include psychiatrists and psychologists, but also external 
resources like shelters, hospitals and community support groups.
 
In small communities, those types of resources just aren't there, and that leaves professionals 
shouldering a Herculean obligation.
"As a practitioner, I am asked to be the end of the road," Rainer says. "For mental health, I 
would hope that I would be one piece of a larger puzzle to get people to an improved quality 
of life, not to be the last resource that they have available."
 
Jennifer Christman, the president of the National Association for Rural Mental Health, says 
even when there is available care, providers are often limited by rigid regulations.
 



"The frustration is, if you are a provider who wants to be able to provide services more 
globally, there are restrictions you face," she says.
For instance, she says, even if someone practices just miles from the state line, their license 
may not allow them to practice across state borders, which further limits their already small 
scope of care.
 
Adding to the stress, health care funding cuts can rip away what little medical resources may 
be available. Across the country, about 80 rural hospitals closed between 2010 and 2017, 
according to the Chartis Center for Rural Health. Hundreds more are at risk for closure.
 
Rainer says he has seen firsthand how limited funding -- both for general medical care and 
specifically behavioral health care -- affects people in small, isolated towns.
 
"What services are still available have taken on a much narrower focus, and there are fewer 
tax dollars to support the broader community. That includes the rural community," he says. 
"Our country is in very, very deep trouble when it comes to mental health care, and that's 
across all areas; urban and rural."
 
It causes a vicious, dangerous cycle of health problems
A lack of care doesn't just result in the neglect of whatever problem is at hand; it can actually 
perpetuate or worsen a cycle of poor mental health because those seeking treatment can feel 
isolated -- both by their surroundings and by a lack of resources .
 
"Isolation is a cultural, social and interpersonal response," Rainer says. "When someone feels 
isolated, they feel diminished and apathetic and are unable to pull resources from their own 
selves. When it comes to rural mental health, isolation is a particularly dangerous problem."
Christman says the whole thing can create a downward spiral for sufferers, and that can lead 
to even more serious problems.
 
"There's this continual spiral, which can lead to overdoses, can lead to suicide and 
depression," she says.
 
Suicide, drug abuse and addiction are certainly problems that affect all populations and all 
parts of the country, but both drug deaths and suicide deaths disproportionately affect rural 
America. The CDC reports that rural areas have a higher suicide rate than non-rural areas, a 
disparity that has been widening since 2001.
 
America Can’t Incarcerate Away Our Mental Health Crisis
The problem goes beyond access to care
 
On top of it all, access to mental health care is just one of many factors that may put small, 
isolated communities at higher risk.
 
"Due to higher poverty rates, higher likelihood of hourly pay and productivity-based labor, 
and lack of transportation infrastructure, mental health services are often not accessible even 
if they are available in a rural community," K. Bryant Smalley, a professor of community 
medicine and psychiatry at the Mercer University School of Medicine, told CNN in June. 
"That is, even though it is there, many people either cannot get to it or cannot afford (either 
directly or indirectly) to go."



The close-knit nature of small communities could also heighten stigma around seeking 
treatment. There is sometimes a fear, Smalley says, of "someone seeing your car parked at 
the only psychologist's office."
 
Rainer says, when people are experiencing a mental health issue, they often reach out to the 
first available point of guidance or community they have. This could be a family unit, 
neighbor, or as is often the case, a church group or religious leader. That's fine, but without 
further help, they usually aren't enough.
 
"Ministers are good as initial resources," Rainer says. "But they are not any more trained to 
practice mental health than a mental health practitioner is trained to preach."
 
Alternative treatments aren't a good substitute, but they're a start
The interwoven challenges of rural mental health care can feel like a Gordian knot -- 
impossible to untie and tightening with every tug. Of course, the ideal solution is more 
practices, professionals and programs to alleviate both the need for and stigma surrounding 
mental health care. But those solutions don't grow on trees, and neither does the funding to 
support them, so more and more mental health practitioners are turning to other methods.
 
"There's a lot of work that's being done right now to use technology and license portability 
[the ability to practice in multiple areas]," Christman says. Patients and professionals can now 
connect via virtual sessions and online portals, a practice called telebehavioral health. For 
instance, a patient in Wyoming may see a psychologist in Pennsylvania.
 
"[We] are trying to bridge that divide," Christman says. "Telebehavioral health has really 
come a long way."
 
It's an imperfect solution -- issues of internet accessibility, computer savvy and financial 
wherewithal still apply. Plus, Rainer says, people who pursue this type of care should be 
cautious.
 
"The task is to find a professional who is licensed as a mental health professional, and not 
just take advice from the wild wild west of the internet," he says.
 
The bottom line is, small communities need more tangible resources, and until they do, even 
the best efforts are just a temporary dressing on a much larger wound.
 
"We need as a country to come together and really recognize that for individuals that have 
mental health concerns, making it easier for them to access care, and then the providers being 
able to be reimbursed for that care, that's something that we need to address," says Christman.
 
Opinion: Hiding my mental illness from my Asian family almost killed me
VOX - Amanda Rosenberg
https://www.vox.com/first-person/2018/6/18/17464574/asian-chinese-community-mental-
health-illness
 
“Don’t you dare go back to that doctor,” my mother growled into the phone. “He’ll put 
‘bipolar’ on your record and then you’ll never be able to get a job.”
 



I nodded into the receiver. “Okay.”
 
I never went back. Seven years later, I woke up in a psych ward.
 
Growing up, I thought I was emotionally healthy. I had a large Chinese family on my 
mother’s side (my father is white). We were a lively, loud, tight-knit group consisting of 
around 20 blood relatives and 3 million non-blood relatives. Everyone knew each other’s 
business. Distant family members inquired about school, commented on my weight, and 
asked if I had a boyfriend. The only time it was “quiet” was when the Mahjong table came 
out and the only noise you’d hear was the click-clacking of tiles.
 
But when I look back, I realize that we shied away from the important topics. Mental health 
was rarely discussed, but when it was, it was always in a negative light. At no point did any 
of my relatives tell me having a mental disorder, theoretically at this point, was unacceptable 
— I could tell by their hushed tones, and their quick dismissals, that mental illness was not an 
option.
 
I never questioned it. If relatives felt comfortable enough teasing me about my grades or 
weight, then surely they’d be okay with talking about mental health? The reality was not 
even close.
 
Most people know the stigma associated with mental illness. But there’s even more stigma 
within communities of color, and within Asian culture, it’s particularly bad. It’s like Russian 
nesting dolls of shame.
 
Scientific research shows the severity of mental health issues among Asian Americans. 
Studies have found a few common causes — shame, fear, and avoidance, all of which have 
roots in the culture and the “model minority” stereotype. One could argue most people, 
regardless of race, are reluctant to discuss their mental state, but studies show Asian 
Americans are three times less likely than white people to seek mental health treatment. 
Another study carried out in 2011 showed that Asian Americans typically avoid mental health 
services because “opting to utilize such services requires admitting the existence of a mental 
health problem and may cause shame to the family if personal issues become public.”
 
For the first 27 years of my life, I kept my deteriorating mental health under lock and key for 
one straightforward reason: I was scared of embarrassing my mother. I believed I would be 
seen as broken or defective and bring shame on my family.
 
Any Asian person, especially women, will tell you about the pressures of growing up in many 
Asian households — the high expectations, the keeping up of appearances, and the toxic 
“model minority” stereotype that continually hums in the background of your life. There’s an 
expectation to stand out for the “right” reasons — meaning good grades, a fancy job, high 
salary, good social standing, and having a husband or wife. In my family’s minds, having a 
mental illness can prevent you from achieving those things. And if you’re not achieving 
everything, then why are you even here?
 
Asian women in particular feel the need to prove themselves. Historically, we’re on the back 
foot since birth because Chinese families have long favored sons over daughters. Those 
attitudes have changed over time, but the feeling still lingers — we weren’t born the first 



choice, but we’ll work twice as hard to prove we deserve to be here. On top of all of that, 
we’re pressured by society (and Chinese culture) to start a family at a much younger age than 
men, meaning we’re on a shorter timeline to achieve anything. No wonder Asian-American 
women have a higher lifetime rate of suicidal thoughts than the general population.
 
My mother took me to see a psychologist once. I couldn’t talk.
My depression started in my teens. I didn’t think it was a problem: I assumed it was normal 
to feel low and isolated for long periods of time. From the ages of 13 to 18, I had several 
anxiety attacks. A few of my friends knew, but I rarely talked about it, and never to my 
family.
 
I managed to hide all of this from my mother, except for one incident when I was 17 and 
going through an incredibly low period. Like many people with a mental illness, I showed no 
visible signs of anxiety or depression. But I retreated into myself, finding it hard to 
communicate or perform basic tasks like showering or brushing my teeth. I knew I felt sad, 
but I didn’t know anything was “wrong.”
 
My mother became frustrated I wasn’t my “usual” self. And because there wasn’t anything 
physically wrong with me, she took me to the emergency room to see a mental health 
professional. I sat on a chair in a windowless room, my mother next to me, while a specialist 
straight up asked me what was wrong.
 
I refused to say what was wrong. My mother was in the room, and I didn’t want her to know. 
I could tell she was annoyed I wouldn’t talk, and even more annoyed she had to bring me in 
the first place. As my silence deepened, I remember her saying, “I don’t know what’s wrong 
with her, but her breath smells.” She was disgusted by me.
 
The specialist asked her to leave the room so he could talk to me in private. He said he 
couldn’t help me unless I told him what was wrong. I couldn’t. After hearing the disdain in 
my mother’s voice, I was too ashamed of embarrassing her. I didn’t want to let her down, so 
I said I was “fine” and left.
 
My mother and I didn’t talk about it again. And, unlike my grades, who I was dating, and my 
physical appearance, it wasn’t brought up at family gatherings. Maybe my relatives knew I 
was “down” and simply chose not to discuss it with me. Perhaps they just didn’t know how. 
After all, this stigma has been around as long as mental illness. At the time, I didn’t care; I 
was more interested in maintaining my reputation within the family than my mental health.
 
It comes back to this specific Asian brand of shame and pride. The shame prevents us from 
talking about it within the family, and the pride covers up the shame for those outside the 
family. According to an article by psychologist Ben Tran, this particular behavior has a 
name: “hiding up.” Hiding up is the act of both keeping your mental illness hidden from the 
community and not doing anything to treat the illness itself. It’s a dangerous combination.
 
The problem with “hiding up” is that the behavior became so ingrained that I continued to do 
it when I left home. By the time I went to university, my commitment to the cover-up was 
unwavering. Meanwhile, my mental state felt like it was tearing at the seams. I went to see a 
campus doctor — this time, my mom wasn’t there, and I told him as much as I could. He told 
me he suspected I was bipolar but that I would need to see a psychiatrist for a proper 



diagnosis.
 
I left the appointment feeling a mix of relief and terror: relief that I wasn’t crazy in thinking I 
was crazy, but terrified of making that phone call. I never worked up the courage to do it. It 
would take another eight years and a life-threatening situation before I’d finally receive a 
diagnosis for bipolar II from a psychiatrist.
 
The last straw
I was 27 when I first tried to kill myself. I was admitted to a psych ward, then transferred to a 
psychiatric hospital. I was incapacitated my first day in the ward. One of the psychiatrists 
called my mother to tell her what happened. When I asked how she reacted, he said she was 
angry. The first thing she asked was, “Why did no one tell me?”
 
I was transferred to a psychiatric hospital in November. There, I called my mother to talk 
about Christmas plans; I’d booked my flights a couple of months earlier and was excited to 
come home for the holidays. She was curt on the phone. She said I couldn’t stay with her, 
making up excuses about the broken heating in the house. It quickly dawned on me that these 
were flimsy cover-ups for the real reason — she was ashamed and didn’t want me around. 
My mental illness had become impossible to hide from the rest of my family.
 
I ended up staying with a friend and her family for the holidays. I didn’t see my mother, nor 
did we have any contact during that time. There was a smattering of communication in the 
subsequent months that quickly petered out. Our relationship hasn’t been the same since. I 
realized I couldn’t have someone in my life who couldn’t accept my mental illness, even if 
that person was my mother. We’ve been estranged for more than four years now, and my 
contact with the rest of the family is patchy at best.
 
To be clear, I don’t judge or blame my family at all. If anything, I empathize with them. I’m 
sure they’ve had struggles of their own that they’ve had to repress. Maybe they were scared. 
Maybe it wasn’t that they didn’t want to talk about it, but instead didn’t know how. I have no 
idea what they’ve been through — not just because they refuse to speak about it, but also 
because I didn’t ask.
 
The stigma associated with mental illness is so deeply entrenched in Asian culture; it’s 
unrealistic to think people can change their minds that easily. But this pressure to hide our 
problems away has dangerous consequences. The shame is killing us — older Asian-
American women have the highest rates of suicide compared to any other race.
 
If we want to see change, it needs to come from everywhere both big and small. In 2017, a 
new bill was introduced to reduce the mental health stigma in the Asian-American and 
Pacific Islander community through specific outreach and education. And while it’s 
promising to see changes come from the top, those of us who are living with mental illness 
can make the most impact. By continuing to share our experiences, we can give people the 
strength to come out of “hiding.”
 
Amanda Rosenberg is a writer based in San Francisco. You can find her work in 
McSweeney’s, the Establishment, Anxy Magazine, GOOD, Huffington Post, Quartz, and the 
Mighty. She’s an editor for Slackjaw and is currently writing her first book — a collection of 
essays on mental illness.



 
House passes massive package to address opioids crisis
NBC NEWS - Marianna Sotomayor
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/house-passes-massive-package-address-opioids-
crisis-n884761
 
WASHINGTON — The House on Friday passed the most ambitious congressional push yet 
to address the growing opioid epidemic, with provisions directing federal agencies to 
prioritize training, support recovery centers and expand research on several fronts.
 
The package, made up of 58 individual House-approved bills, is the largest legislative effort 
in recent history to address an epidemic that killed 42,000 people in 2016, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
 
One of the provisions would direct the National Institutes of Health to develop nonaddictive 
painkillers. Another would try to change how prescription pills are distributed to reduce the 
potential for abuse.
 
The element of the bill garnering perhaps the most attention, Jessie’s Law, would require that 
medical records list a patient's addiction history.
 
The measure is named after 30-year-old Jessie Grubb, who died from a prescription opioid 
overdose after her doctor, unaware of her previous seven-year addiction to opioids, 
prescribed her pain pills following hip surgery.
 
Privacy advocates have raised concern that the measure could discourage addicts from 
seeking treatment for fear of retaliation if their addiction is leaked to law enforcement.
 
According to the CDC, 40 percent of all the opioid deaths in 2016 — 46 per day — involved 
prescription drugs.
 
The package also includes new tools giving the Border Patrol and the U.S. Postal Service 
greater ability to crack down on those who sell or traffic synthetic drugs, and to identify and 
stop those drugs, particularly the deadly narcotic fentanyl, from entering the United States.
 
The legislation, which passed overwhelmingly 396-14 on Friday, now heads to the Senate for 
consideration.
 
Friday's vote follows months of debate on both sides of Capitol Hill, with members holding 
hearings and voting bills out of committee in a rarely seen bipartisan fashion.
 
“This is costing us lives. This is why we’re so focused on ending this opioid epidemic,” 
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., said at a news conference last week. “This is all hands on deck, 
and we’re going to keep at this for the sake of families that are hurting right now.”
 
But critics say that opioid package and similar legislation being introduced in the Senate 
focus too much on research rather than on providing immediate solutions for those needing 
treatment.
 



"This bill makes incremental changes to support those affected by the opioid crisis, but it's far 
from perfect," Rep. Frank Pallone of New Jersey, the ranking Democrat on the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee, said before Friday's vote. "I do question if this bill will have a 
meaningful impact on the opioid crisis."
 
Though most bills passed with overwhelming bipartisan backing, several measures lacked 
overwhelming Democratic support, with concerns ranging from classification of fentanyl as a 
new controlled substance to the decision to give substance abuse users housing assistance at 
the expense of other needy persons, such as domestic abuse victims.
 
Democrats also objected to the decision to roll back a Medicaid provision that severely 
restricts the types of treatment facilities covered because the new language lifts that 
restriction for opioids addicts alone, rather than repealing it completely for all drug addicts.
 
The package's path in the Senate, where a number of committees are hashing out their own 
opioid proposals, remains uncertain. The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pension 
committee approved a bipartisan regulatory bill in April that includes some provisions similar 
to those passed by the House, redirecting how federal health agencies deal with the crisis. 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said recently that the Senate could debate 
opioid legislation this year.
 
Any bill that is eventually passed by both chambers and signed by the president would build 
on past efforts by Congress to combat the epidemic, including $1 billion allotted in the 21st 
Century Cures Act of 2016. Congress also appropriated another $6 billion split evenly 
between the next two years in a government funding bill passed this year.
 
Opinion: Opioid epidemic requires a new perspective on addiction treatment and new 
solutions
USA TODAY - Nan Whaley
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/06/22/opioid-epidemic-needs-laws-quality-
treatment-instead-punishment-column/714159002/
 
In the decades since the crack epidemic, our country has learned an important lesson: there is 
no arresting our way out of drug addiction. The failed “War on Drugs” put too many people 
in jail instead of treatment, a mistake that cost us countless lives and taxpayer dollars. Now, 
we’re facing a new drug crisis — and this time, we have to do better.
 
By now, the devastation of the opioid epidemic is all too familiar. Opioid overdoses claimed 
the lives of more than 42,000 Americans — including more than 4,000 Ohioans— in 2016 
alone. In Montgomery County, where Dayton sits, our county coroner’s office saw more than 
100 accidental opioid overdose deaths in just the first 33 days of 2017 — an average of nearly 
five deaths every day. The epidemic has ushered mass trauma into communities and wreaked 
havoc on economies.
 
To stop this crisis, we need to start treating addiction like the disease that it is.
 
That said, the U.S. House of Representatives’ votes this month on a number of bills aimed at 
addressing the national opioid crisis should come as welcome news. Some of these measures, 
such as those to expand access to treatment and better monitor opioid prescriptions, are steps 



in the right direction. Yet those who have experienced this crisis firsthand caution leaders in 
Washington against thinking that addressing the opioid crisis means reverting to the “tough 
on crime” thinking of the 1980s. With tens of thousands of American lives on the line, we 
can’t afford to repeat that mistake. As Congress considers proposals to address this epidemic, 
Dayton and communities across the country should serve as models for the kind of support 
needed and approaches that emphasize treatment over punishment.
 
In Dayton, we know how much is at stake. Dayton was one of the first cities in Ohio to 
declare a state of emergency related to the opiate crisis, opening the door to critical resources 
for our residents. It allowed us to open CarePoint, a syringe exchange program that prevents 
the spread of disease, keeps dirty needles off our streets, and links users to the treatment they 
need. CarePoint served clients over 2,300 times in just the first five months of 2018. 
 
Communities like Dayton that have been hit hard by this crisis know that, in many cases, law 
enforcement officials play a key role as first responders. Yet rather than warehousing those 
suffering from addiction in our jails, jurisdictions across the country are working with law 
enforcement to divert people into the treatment they need.
 
Our city’s first responders have embraced this approach. The Dayton Police and Fire 
Departments worked together to form a team whose full-time mission is supporting people in 
crisis and their families. The team responds to overdoses, and then follows up to educate 
users and their loved ones on overdose prevention and recovery options. The program, called 
the Mobile Crisis Response Team, has placed more than 150 people into treatment since 
2017. 
 
POLICING THE USA: A look at race, justice, media
 
This kind of thinking is being adapted in bigger cities as well. Earlier this year, Philadelphia 
launched a program to train police officers to offer treatment and allow them to direct people 
suffering from addiction into treatment services rather than arrest them for low-level drug 
crimes.
 
It’s our hope that Congress will take note and look to these kinds of programs as models for 
our nationwide response. Locking up people suffering from addiction does nothing. Instead, 
this reflex toward punishment perpetuates the misuse and overuse of jails that continues to 
drive over-incarceration at huge cost to taxpayers and untold costs to families and 
communities — with almost no positive impact on the underlying issue of drug abuse.
 
If members of Congress are serious about fixing this crisis, they will look to the approaches 
that have worked and are making a measurable impact. Treating addiction as a public health 
problem — not a criminal justice one — is key to this success, as communities across the 
country are already demonstrating. Outdated thinking won’t work and families suffering 
through this crisis deserve better. As Congress considers solutions this week, Daytonians will 
be watching closely.
 
Most shooters got their guns legally, didn't have diagnosed mental illness, new FBI 
report says
USA TODAY - Christal Hayes
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/06/20/fbi-most-active-shooters-dont-have-



mental-illness-get-guns-legally/718283002/
 
As mass shootings filter in and out of the news cycle at an almost dizzying pace with each 
new tragedy, the FBI has continued to probe why these atrocities continue and what can be 
done to stop them. 
 
In a new report released Wednesday, the bureau shed light on behaviors of shooters before 
they acted out, finding most obtained a gun legally and did not have diagnosed mental health 
issues, points that run contrary to some popular beliefs. 
 
Active shooting incidents have continued to plague the nation but last year, there were 30 
incidents across the U.S. — the highest number since the FBI began tracking the 
phenomenon. Last year also broke a record for the highest death toll in any single year.
 
"Faced with so many tragedies, society routinely wrestles with a fundamental question: can 
anything be done to prevent attacks on our loved ones, our children, our schools, our 
churches, concerts and communities?" the study says. "There is cause for hope because there 
is something that can be done."
 
The 30-page report examines active shooter incidents from 2000 to 2013 and suspects in 63 
cases, finding suspects showed signs before they attacked but law enforcement wasn't notified 
in more than half the cases until it was too late.
 
Forty percent of suspects purchased a firearm or multiple guns legally for the sole purpose of 
an attack. Another 35 percent already legally owned a gun before planning an attack, 
meaning 75 percent of active shooter incidents reviewed by the FBI legally owned the gun 
they used in the attack.
 
The remaining suspects stole, borrowed or purchased a weapon illegally.
 
The FBI could only verify that 25 percent of the gunmen examined in the study had any type 
of mental illness diagnoses, including disorders affecting mood, anxiety and personality. 
 
The study noted, although, that a large portion of shooters, about 62 percent, were dealing 
with stressors in their lives such as depression, anxiety and paranoia before their attack. 
 
Those symptoms don't mean the suspect was necessarily dealing with a mental illness and the 
conclusion that all active shooters are mentally ill is both "misleading and unhelpful," the 
bureau said. 
 
"In light of the very high lifetime prevalence of the symptoms of mental illness among the 
U.S. population, formally diagnosed mental illness is not a very specific predictor of violence 
of any type, let alone targeted violence," the study says. "Careful consideration should be 
given to social and contextual factors that might interact with any mental health issue before 
concluding that an active shooting was 'caused' by mental illness."
 
Video game addiction is a mental health disorder, WHO says, but some health experts 
don't agree
USA TODAY - Lilly Price, Mike Snider



https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/nation-now/2018/06/18/gaming-disorder-who-
classifies-video-game-addiction-health-disorder/709574002/
 
Can someone truly be addicted to video games? The World Health Organization thinks so – 
but some mental health experts strongly disagree.
 
The World Health Organization on Monday classified "gaming disorder" as a diagnosable 
condition, giving mental health professionals a basis for setting up treatment and identifying 
risks for the addictive behavior. But it's a stance contested by some mental health 
professionals.
 
"There was a fairly widespread concern that this is a diagnosis that doesn’t really have a very 
solid research foundation," said Christopher Ferguson, a psychologist and media researcher at 
Stetson University in DeLand, Fla. Monday
 
The American Psychiatric Association held to its earlier position that there was not "sufficient 
evidence" to consider gaming addiction as a "unique mental disorder." So did the The Society 
for Media Psychology and Technology, a division of the American Psychological 
Association, which earlier this year released a policy statement expressing concern about the 
WHO's proposal, saying, "the current research base is not sufficient for this disorder."
 
The disagreement casts veil of confusion over how to approach a behavior associated with 
some deaths over the last two decades and as parents grapple with the increased popularity of 
online gaming. 
 
The Geneva-based WHO said it will include "gaming disorder" in the 11th edition of its 
International Classification of Diseases, which is due out this month and is used by 
professionals across the globe to diagnose and classify conditions. It will describe the 
disorder as "impaired control over gaming, increasing priority given to gaming over other 
activities to the extent that gaming takes precedence over other interests and daily activities, 
and continuation or escalation of gaming despite the occurrence of negative consequences."
 
But some mental health professionals have been fighting this classification, worried that it's 
more grounded in moral concerns than science. 
 
The symptoms are not clear-cut and there's not designated treatment for the WHO diagnosis, 
Ferguson said.
 
The WHO's "gaming disorder" diagnosis would apply togamers with fractured connections to 
friends and family and who exhibit impaired academics and indifference toward areas of life 
outside gaming for at least 12 months.
 
Only a small percentage of people across the world deal with this disorder, according to the 
WHO. But the number suffering from this mental health condition is enough to study the 
behavioral pattern and create a treatment program, the organization says.
 
From 0.3 percent to 1 percent of the general population might qualify for a potential acute 
diagnosis of “internet gaming disorder," according to a study published in the November 
2016 American Journal of Psychiatry and referenced on the American Psychiatric 



Association blog in May 2017.
 
The APA included the disorder in the appendix of the  2013 edition of the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders along with caffeine use disorder and other conditions 
to stimulate research into those disorders. 
 
Not all experts were critical of WHO's stance. "I can’t imagine they came to this decision 
lightly," said Iowa State University psychology professor Douglas Gentile. "(It) undermines 
the ability of public health professions to do their jobs if we’re second-guessing them and 
their work."
 
For parents concerned about their child, teen or young adult, some more practical advice 
involves assessing their kids' lifestyle and health. Are they giving up their friends or other 
hobbies for games? "But if they keep their grades up (and their) friends and hobbies, then it’s 
not an addiction," Gentile said.
 
Other signs of concern: Kids not sleeping or having health problems.
 
"Sometimes gaming overuse can be a symptom that something is going wrong for the child," 
said Ferguson, who also co-authored Moral Combat: Why the War on Video Games is 
Wrong with Patrick Markey. "The likelihood is the problem is bigger than gaming and 
gaming didn’t cause it."
 
Medical professionals are more focused on the reason causing the behavior than the behavior 
of playing video games itself, said Heather Senior Monroe, director of program development 
at Newport Academy, which has treatment centers for teens struggling with mental health 
issues in California, Connecticut and Pennsylvania. "The main characteristics are very similar 
to substance abuse disorder and gambling," she said.
 
"The behavior is like any other self harming behavior – a way to escape reality," Monroe 
said. "The treatment is then about why. Why does that person want to escape their reality so 
much?"
 
The answer: depression and anxiety, usually, Monroe said.
 
As interest in online games has risen internationally, there have been extreme cases of death 
tied to marathon video game sessions. Last year, a 35-year-old Virginia Beach man died after 
a 24-hour marathon session of the World of Tanks video game, broadcast on video game 
streaming service Twitch.
 
In 2002, a South Korean man was believed to be the first person to die from online game 
binge-playing after playing for 86 hours. Three years later, another South Korean man died in 
an internet cafe.
 
China, too, has been hit with deaths from addictive online game behavior with separate 
deaths in 2007 and 2011. More recently, in 2015, a man died in a Shanghai internet cafe after 
playing World of Warcraft for 19 consecutive hours.
 
Other deaths connected to marathon game sessions in the last six years have occurred in 



Taiwan, Russia and the U.K.
 
To address the issue, South Korea in 2011 passed a law prohibiting those under 16 from 
playing online games between midnight and 6 a.m. However in 2014, the country amended 
the law, allowing parents to lift the ban on their children.
 
Being transgender no longer classified as mental illness. Here's why
USA TODAY - Caroline Simon
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2018/06/20/transgender-not-mental-illness-world-
health-organization/717758002/
 
Being transgender is no longer classified as a mental illness by the World Health 
Organization – a key sign of progress for an often-marginalized community. 
 
WHO announced Monday that in its newly released edition of the International Classification 
of Diseases, gender incongruence will now be classified as a sexual health condition.
 
Gender incongruence is "characterized by a marked and persistent incongruence between an 
individual’s experienced gender and the assigned sex," according to the International 
Classification of Diseases (ICD).
 
For example, a person who was born with a penis and is biologically male but identifies as 
female. Not every transgender person has gender incongruence, said Dr. Jennifer Conti, a 
fellow at Physicians for Reproductive Health.
 
"It was taken out from the mental health disorders because we had a better understanding that 
this wasn't actually a mental health condition and leaving it there was causing stigma," said 
Dr. Lale Say, coordinator of WHO's Adolescents and at-Risk Populations team. "So in order 
to reduce the stigma while also ensuring access to necessary health interventions, this was 
placed in a different chapter."
 
Why was being transgender originally classified as a mental illness?
LGBTQ identities have long been conflated with mental illness.
 
Homosexuality was originally classified as a mental disorder; in 1974, it was removed from 
the American Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorder, 
though a category remained for people who were in conflict with their sexuality. This was 
removed in 1987.
 
WHO didn't change its definition of homosexuality until 1992, when it included a note that 
"sexual orientation by itself is not to be classified as a disorder."
 
"We’ve historically misclassified a lot of conditions in medicine because of a combination of 
stigma, fear and misunderstanding," Conti said.
 
Why is being transgender now considered a sexual health condition?
While many believe gender incongruence shouldn't be classified in the ICD at all, others 
argue that it's easier for transgender people to seek hormonal or surgical treatment if gender 
incongruence is included, Conti said.  



 
According to the WHO, "there remain significant health care needs that can best be met if the 
condition is coded under the ICD."
 
Transgender people often have trouble accessing health care because of poor knowledge 
among healthcare providers, discrimination, financial barriers and socioeconomic barriers. 
They're also at a higher risk of developing HIV and experiencing sexual violence.
 
How will this affect the transgender community?
For the transgender community, the WHO's decision is seen as a step toward acceptance in a 
society that often discriminates against it or fails to understand what being transgender 
means.
 
"By changing the class of this condition, the WHO is effectively saying to everyone and to 
the world that this is not a mental disorder and we support people who are transgender," 
Conti said. "It’s a really meaningful step because it promotes inclusivity, it promotes 
acceptance."
 
How are people reacting to the change?
On Twitter, many hailed the decision as a sign of progress.
 
Rural Areas Have The Highest Suicide Rates And Fewest Mental Health Workers
HUFFINGTON POST - Eleanor Goldberg
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/rural-suicide-rates-mental-
health_us_5b22dd28e4b0d4fc01fcc098
 
In the days and weeks following the suicides of celebrity chef Anthony Bourdain and 
handbag designer Kate Spade, a chorus of social media users urged people with depression to 
not be “afraid” to ask for help.
 
But for most Americans, fear isn’t the thing that stands in the way of therapy. It’s having no 
one to turn to.
 
This was the case for Sue, 57, who spent over 30 years trying to get effective treatment for 
bipolar disorder, depression, anxiety and a personality disorder.
 
For years, whenever Sue felt a major anxiety attack coming on, she’d panic. She would grab 
her keys, bolt out the door and frantically search for help. In rural Nebraska, that often meant 
walking up to two miles to the nearest neighbor’s house or emergency room, sometimes in 
the middle of the night.
 
Sue estimates that she’s been to the emergency room in crisis about 30 times. Staff members 
at the local hospitals she visited weren’t usually equipped to treat her and would typically 
send her home in a matter of hours.
 
Still, just having someone tell her she would be all right was enough of an incentive for Sue 
to return to the ER when her anxiety became too much to bear. “I ended up being released 
and going right back to the condition I was in,” she said. “I would do it again about a month 
later.”



 
There is a severe shortage of mental health workers across the U.S., but the problem is most 
pronounced in rural areas. There isn’t a single psychiatrist in 65 percent of nonmetropolitan 
counties, and almost half of those counties don’t have a psychologist, according to a report 
from the American Journal of Preventive Medicine released this month. Patients like Sue, 
who are desperate for care, will often turn to overburdened emergency rooms, which often 
don’t have the systems in place to help people with mental health issues.
 
“People with mental illness will present in the ER because they don’t know what else to do,” 
said Stephanie Knight, a licensed independent mental health practitioner and the 
administrative director at Fillmore County Hospital in Geneva, Nebraska. 
 
But even when a rural area does have some mental health workers, they alone usually can’t 
address the entire population’s needs. Many residents are uninsured or underinsured, and 
can’t afford regular treatment. Residents may have to travel dozens of miles to get to the 
nearest town where a therapist works, and may not have access to transportation. Some 
therapists have irregular office hours and may only visit town a few days a month. The 
inconsistency can be a deterrent to patients.
 
Such was the case with Ann, 72, who lives in Crete, Nebraska. She has major depressive 
disorder and attempted suicide seven years ago. She enjoyed seeing a local therapist, but the 
therapist only came to her town once a month.
 
“It was so infrequent,” Ann said. “After a couple of weeks, I’d think: ‘Why go back?’ There 
was no momentum.”
 
Rural areas have the highest suicide rates, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, as well as a high concentration of veterans, who experience higher rates of 
suicide than nonveterans. Rates of drug overdoses in rural areas have surpassed those in 
metropolitan areas. There are also more elderly people, who are often socially isolated and at 
risk for depression, said Ron Manderscheid, executive director of the National Association 
for Rural Mental Health. 
 
“If I went and looked at all those local communities, I will find a lot of socially isolated 
people. That is almost as deadly upon you as smoking,” said Manderscheid. “When you put 
that all together, rural areas are a pretty risky place for being at risk for suicide.”
 
Not enough people are going into the mental health field, and those in the field are aging, 
Manderscheid said. The average psychiatrist is in their mid-50s. Other specialists and primary 
care physicians are, on average, in their mid-40s. Those who do pursue careers in mental 
health typically find jobs in major cities.
 
“Historically, mental health has been an urban discipline,” Manderscheid added. “If you’re in 
New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Houston ― any of our big areas ― you will get the best 
mental health services we have to offer. If you’re in some of these rural areas, you won’t. It’s 
just as simple as that.”
 
While some government incentive programs help repay the student loans of therapists who 
work in underserved areas, many professionals don’t stick around once they’ve paid off their 



debts, Knight said.
 
Manderscheid said improving telehealth programs, which allow patients to call or video chat 
with therapists in cities, is one potential solution. Encouraging young people from rural areas 
to go into the mental health field could also help.
 
“We need to start recruiting some of our providers from these rural areas, and work with 
people in high schools and colleges,” he said. “They are most likely to go back. They have an 
appreciation for rurality and living in rural communities.”
 
Knight, 35, grew up in rural Nebraska and struggled to get access to mental health services as 
a teenager. She had to travel 45 miles to see a therapist, who only had office hours until 
about 5 p.m. She’s now working on building a mental health program in Geneva, Nebraska, 
staffed by people who have a deep understanding and appreciation for rural America. 
Geneva’s population is just over 2,000 people.
 
There’s a particularly pressing need for improved mental health programs in Nebraska, which 
faces longstanding staff shortages and federal funding cuts. Eighty-eight of Nebraska’s 93 
counties have behavioral health worker shortages, according to the Lincoln Journal Star, and 
the state has cut 200 inpatient beds at its three psychiatric hospitals since 2003. Knight said 
about a handful of psychiatrists serve rural Nebraska. The state didn’t participate in the 
Medicaid expansion in 2013, which would’ve extended coverage to up to 80,000 residents.
 
When Knight and other hospital staff members started to lay the groundwork for the therapy 
program at Fillmore County Hospital in 2011, there was one behavioral health center in 
Geneva, served by therapists who rotated through the town and other parts of the state. 
 
The program at Fillmore began with just Knight and a van driver to bring patients to the 
hospital. (They realized that in order to access the patients in greatest need, they would have 
to trek out to the farms and countryside to reach them.) 
 
Now there are six therapists, most of whom grew up in rural areas. A physician writes an 
order for patients who are elderly and can no longer drive or who are on disability and can’t 
afford transportation. 
 
The van is a major expense that the hospital isn’t reimbursed for, but it’s a critical piece of 
the team’s outreach efforts. The current vehicle already has over 200,000 miles on it and 
needs to be replaced, but a new one would likely cost $150,000. The driver starts her route at 
about 6 a.m. and returns to the hospital at 10 a.m. with a handful of seniors who participate in 
group therapy.
 
Ann is one of the group members, and she lives about 80 miles away from the hospital. The 
three-hour round-trip journey is hard on her back, so she only participates once a week, even 
though her doctor recommended she receive treatment at least three times a week.
 
In 2013, in response to suicides, overdose cases and requests from community members, 
Fillmore expanded its mental health offerings and started building its inpatient program.
 
Last month, the hospital saw 111 patients with mental health needs, not including people who 



are just being monitored for medication. In April, it had 39 new referrals, an “astronomical” 
amount for them, Knight noted.
 
The programs seem to be producing results. Sue, for example, just completed an outpatient 
therapy program at Fillmore on Wednesday after three and a half years. She hasn’t been to 
the emergency room since 2015. When she has panic attacks, she turns to a host of coping 
mechanisms she’s learned in therapy, including deep breathing and listening to music.
 
“I feel a sense of freedom,” Sue said. “In recent times, I’ve done a really good job of getting 
my mind off the anxiety. It may take all day. It may take half an hour. I can do it without 
calling anyone.”
 
Rural Areas Have The Highest Suicide Rates And Fewest Mental Health Workers
HUFFINGTON POST - Eleanor Goldberg
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/rural-suicide-rates-mental-
health_us_5b22dd28e4b0d4fc01fcc098
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handbag designer Kate Spade, a chorus of social media users urged people with depression to 
not be “afraid” to ask for help.
 
But for most Americans, fear isn’t the thing that stands in the way of therapy. It’s having no 
one to turn to.
 
This was the case for Sue, 57, who spent over 30 years trying to get effective treatment for 
bipolar disorder, depression, anxiety and a personality disorder.
 
For years, whenever Sue felt a major anxiety attack coming on, she’d panic. She would grab 
her keys, bolt out the door and frantically search for help. In rural Nebraska, that often meant 
walking up to two miles to the nearest neighbor’s house or emergency room, sometimes in 
the middle of the night.
 
Sue estimates that she’s been to the emergency room in crisis about 30 times. Staff members 
at the local hospitals she visited weren’t usually equipped to treat her and would typically 
send her home in a matter of hours.
 
Still, just having someone tell her she would be all right was enough of an incentive for Sue 
to return to the ER when her anxiety became too much to bear. “I ended up being released 
and going right back to the condition I was in,” she said. “I would do it again about a month 
later.”
 
There is a severe shortage of mental health workers across the U.S., but the problem is most 
pronounced in rural areas. There isn’t a single psychiatrist in 65 percent of nonmetropolitan 
counties, and almost half of those counties don’t have a psychologist, according to a report 
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who are desperate for care, will often turn to overburdened emergency rooms, which often 
don’t have the systems in place to help people with mental health issues.
 
“People with mental illness will present in the ER because they don’t know what else to do,” 



said Stephanie Knight, a licensed independent mental health practitioner and the 
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But even when a rural area does have some mental health workers, they alone usually can’t 
address the entire population’s needs. Many residents are uninsured or underinsured, and 
can’t afford regular treatment. Residents may have to travel dozens of miles to get to the 
nearest town where a therapist works, and may not have access to transportation. Some 
therapists have irregular office hours and may only visit town a few days a month. The 
inconsistency can be a deterrent to patients.
 
Such was the case with Ann, 72, who lives in Crete, Nebraska. She has major depressive 
disorder and attempted suicide seven years ago. She enjoyed seeing a local therapist, but the 
therapist only came to her town once a month.
 
“It was so infrequent,” Ann said. “After a couple of weeks, I’d think: ‘Why go back?’ There 
was no momentum.”
 
Rural areas have the highest suicide rates, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, as well as a high concentration of veterans, who experience higher rates of 
suicide than nonveterans. Rates of drug overdoses in rural areas have surpassed those in 
metropolitan areas. There are also more elderly people, who are often socially isolated and at 
risk for depression, said Ron Manderscheid, executive director of the National Association 
for Rural Mental Health. 
 
“If I went and looked at all those local communities, I will find a lot of socially isolated 
people. That is almost as deadly upon you as smoking,” said Manderscheid. “When you put 
that all together, rural areas are a pretty risky place for being at risk for suicide.”
 
Not enough people are going into the mental health field, and those in the field are aging, 
Manderscheid said. The average psychiatrist is in their mid-50s. Other specialists and primary 
care physicians are, on average, in their mid-40s. Those who do pursue careers in mental 
health typically find jobs in major cities.
 
“Historically, mental health has been an urban discipline,” Manderscheid added. “If you’re in 
New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Houston ― any of our big areas ― you will get the best 
mental health services we have to offer. If you’re in some of these rural areas, you won’t. It’s 
just as simple as that.”
 
While some government incentive programs help repay the student loans of therapists who 
work in underserved areas, many professionals don’t stick around once they’ve paid off their 
debts, Knight said.
 
Manderscheid said improving telehealth programs, which allow patients to call or video chat 
with therapists in cities, is one potential solution. Encouraging young people from rural areas 
to go into the mental health field could also help.
 
“We need to start recruiting some of our providers from these rural areas, and work with 
people in high schools and colleges,” he said. “They are most likely to go back. They have an 
appreciation for rurality and living in rural communities.”



 
Knight, 35, grew up in rural Nebraska and struggled to get access to mental health services as 
a teenager. She had to travel 45 miles to see a therapist, who only had office hours until 
about 5 p.m. She’s now working on building a mental health program in Geneva, Nebraska, 
staffed by people who have a deep understanding and appreciation for rural America. 
Geneva’s population is just over 2,000 people.
 
There’s a particularly pressing need for improved mental health programs in Nebraska, which 
faces longstanding staff shortages and federal funding cuts. Eighty-eight of Nebraska’s 93 
counties have behavioral health worker shortages, according to the Lincoln Journal Star, and 
the state has cut 200 inpatient beds at its three psychiatric hospitals since 2003. Knight said 
about a handful of psychiatrists serve rural Nebraska. The state didn’t participate in the 
Medicaid expansion in 2013, which would’ve extended coverage to up to 80,000 residents.
 
When Knight and other hospital staff members started to lay the groundwork for the therapy 
program at Fillmore County Hospital in 2011, there was one behavioral health center in 
Geneva, served by therapists who rotated through the town and other parts of the state. 
 
The program at Fillmore began with just Knight and a van driver to bring patients to the 
hospital. (They realized that in order to access the patients in greatest need, they would have 
to trek out to the farms and countryside to reach them.) 
 
Now there are six therapists, most of whom grew up in rural areas. A physician writes an 
order for patients who are elderly and can no longer drive or who are on disability and can’t 
afford transportation. 
 
The van is a major expense that the hospital isn’t reimbursed for, but it’s a critical piece of 
the team’s outreach efforts. The current vehicle already has over 200,000 miles on it and 
needs to be replaced, but a new one would likely cost $150,000. The driver starts her route at 
about 6 a.m. and returns to the hospital at 10 a.m. with a handful of seniors who participate in 
group therapy.
 
Ann is one of the group members, and she lives about 80 miles away from the hospital. The 
three-hour round-trip journey is hard on her back, so she only participates once a week, even 
though her doctor recommended she receive treatment at least three times a week.
 
In 2013, in response to suicides, overdose cases and requests from community members, 
Fillmore expanded its mental health offerings and started building its inpatient program.
 
Last month, the hospital saw 111 patients with mental health needs, not including people who 
are just being monitored for medication. In April, it had 39 new referrals, an “astronomical” 
amount for them, Knight noted.
 
The programs seem to be producing results. Sue, for example, just completed an outpatient 
therapy program at Fillmore on Wednesday after three and a half years. She hasn’t been to 
the emergency room since 2015. When she has panic attacks, she turns to a host of coping 
mechanisms she’s learned in therapy, including deep breathing and listening to music.
 
“I feel a sense of freedom,” Sue said. “In recent times, I’ve done a really good job of getting 



my mind off the anxiety. It may take all day. It may take half an hour. I can do it without 
calling anyone.”
 
Opinion: America Can’t Incarcerate Away Our Mental Health Crisis
HUFFINGTON POST - Brian Barnett
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-barnett-inmates-mental-
health_us_5b2bde19e4b0040e2740dc26
 
Before I worked behind the wire, I figured the people prowling our jails and prisons were the 
kind of sociopaths you see in films, like Tony Montana and Hannibal Lecter. But that 
changed with my first correctional psychiatry job back in 2015. I learned I was all wrong 
about the makeup of America’s correctional population and quickly realized the correctional 
system has largely assumed medical care of our country’s seriously mentally ill.
 
The steel bars and razor-sharp fences of our jails and prisons keep inmates from escaping, 
but they also keep the public from learning more about the 2.3 million people locked up 
behind them. Most people probably don’t know that more than half of our nation’s prisoners 
have serious mental illness or that two-thirds are dealing with addiction.
 
Many of the correctional officers I worked alongside showed very little awareness or 
understanding of the mental illness experienced by inmates under their watch, but not all. A 
few told me they were shocked to be put in charge of prisoners who were clearly unfit for the 
brutality of prison life.
 
“Doc, he shouldn’t be here,” a CO once told me while I evaluated an inmate whose 
psychosis was so severe he couldn’t make his own words ― the man just repeated some of 
mine over and over. He couldn’t move on his own either; he was catatonic. 
 
“He’s not right,” the CO added, gesturing to the prisoner’s head ― a crude observation but 
an accurate one. I couldn’t believe the man wasn’t in a hospital.
 
State psychiatric facilities have shuttered in increasing numbers over the past decade, leaving 
people with mental illness struggling to procure services from a mental health care system 
that is underfunded, is impossibly difficult to navigate and is built upon discriminatory 
insurer tactics. There are now 10 times as many seriously mentally ill people in jails and 
prisons as in state hospitals, and our country’s three largest psychiatric facilities are actually 
jails. 
 
A recent case in New Hampshire shows what can happen when mental health care isn’t 
readily available to those who need it. Andrew Butler, a 21-year-old living with 
schizophrenia, was committed to the state’s only inpatient psychiatric facility in the fall of 
2017. However, because the state hospital doesn’t have a high-security unit for patients with 
behavioral challenges, Butler was transferred to a prison. He was held in an area called the 
“secure psychiatric unit” for almost a year, despite the fact he hadn’t even been accused of 
committing a crime.
 
The SPU is not an accredited psychiatric facility, contrary to what its name suggests, and 
patients can find themselves imprisoned there for years. Though he was supposedly sent to 
the prison for psychiatric care, Butler reported being tasered and pepper-sprayed by staff. He 



filed a federal lawsuit, arguing that his prison transfer violated the Emergency Medical 
Treatment and Labor Act, and he was transferred back to the state hospital last week 
following public outrage. His lawsuit has shed a light on our society’s poor treatment of the 
mentally ill.
 
Though the SPU and units like it employ medical personnel, they’re ultimately run by COs, 
which makes delivering care a real challenge. Many times, the COs I worked with in a 
similar facility in another state said they believed prisoners were making up psychotic 
symptoms and acting bizarrely in order to manipulate the situation and gain an undeserved 
trip to come see me. They couldn’t have been more wrong.
 
I’ve cared for many ill patients in my career, but inmates with mental illness tend to 
experience far more severe illness than psychiatrically hospitalized patients. I’ve heard 
inmates argue with their hallucinations. I’ve seen them cower in their cells, scared to death of 
the evil forces they believe are pursuing them. Some inmates I’ve treated are convinced the 
devil has possessed their souls; others are tormented by delusions of FBI implants in their 
brains. Sometimes their words and thoughts are so disorganized they make no sense at all.
 
All of this is terrifying not only for the ill individual but also for other inmates, who often 
have little understanding of the complexities of mental illness.
 
Instead of receiving the treatment they need, many inmates with mental illness are held in 
solitary confinement, sometimes for years, to punish the behaviors that stem from their 
illnesses. It’s little surprise suicide is the most common cause of death in local jails and is 
rising sharply among prison populations.
 
And I can’t talk about inmates with mental illness without also mentioning those who have 
intellectual disabilities. One-fifth of U.S. prisoners have a cognitive disability (which 
includes intellectual disabilities along with learning disorders, autism and other conditions). 
We provide special education services to people with intellectual disabilities when they are 
children. However, it seems we would rather watch them fall through society’s frayed safety 
net into prison after they finish school than continue paying for the services they need as 
adults. I’d never felt as sick to my stomach as when I observed inmates serving serious 
prison time who could barely get dressed on their own. 
 
We can’t wait any longer to address these injustices. Congress is currently considering federal 
sentencing reform, which is a step in the right direction. However, our criminal justice 
system needs a complete redesign that appropriately considers those with mental illness and 
intellectual disabilities. This will require educating our police officers and court personnel 
about mental illness and intellectual disability, increasing funding for and increasing the use 
of mental health evaluations for defendants, and updating criminal responsibility legal 
standards so they more accurately account for the contribution of mental illness and 
intellectual disability when crimes are committed. Perhaps most important, efforts must focus 
on district attorneys ― the true gatekeepers of our correctional system. More than 90 percent 
of criminal cases never go to trial because they are resolved through plea bargains in a 
process that often exploits those with reduced mental capacity.
We can’t stop there, though. We’ll never see true criminal justice reform until we fix and 
appropriately fund our shattered mental health care system. Individuals with serious mental 
illness and intellectual disabilities must have a place to get care instead of being forced to 
live on the streets. Over time, increased funding for mental health care will pay off financially 



and keep us safer; providing appropriate care to someone with serious mental illness 
ultimately costs less than incarcerating them. It also reduces crime.
 
Our criminal justice and mental health care systems are dark stains on the honor of this 
nation ― but they can still be washed out. People with mental illness and intellectual 
disability deserve a health care system that relies on nurses and physicians, not correctional 
officers. Jails and prisons are designed to be places of punishment, so let’s stop filling them 
up with people who need healing.
 
In these politically divided times, this is one of the few issues that sees clear bipartisan 
agreement. If we really want to grasp the unity that has been evading us and prove we are 
still one America, here is our chance. 
 
Brian Barnett is a post-doctoral fellow in the Partners Healthcare Addiction Psychiatry 
Fellowship and a clinical fellow in psychiatry at Harvard Medical School. You can follow 
him on Twitter @BrianBarnettMD.
 
Why This Man Crusades For Mental Health After Nearly 30 Years In Prison
HUFFINGTON POST - Lauren Rearick
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/prison-mental-health_us_5b2b9bc1e4b0040e274032d0
 
America’s corrections system locks away a staggering number of people with mental health 
issues.
 
An estimated 20 percent of people in jails and 15 percent in state prisons have a serious 
mental illness, according to a paper compiled by the Treatment Advocacy Center. Resources 
for these conditions aren’t always available during incarceration or upon release ― and lack 
of access to care can cause a worsening of symptoms or adjustment issues after a former 
inmate’s release.
 
Thad Tatum, a behavioral health specialist and drug counselor who spent nearly three 
decades in prison, knows firsthand the difficulty of transitioning to life at home after 
spending time behind bars. With a strong focus on mental health care and support, he has 
devoted his life to helping formerly incarcerated people make this transition.
 
Tatum is one of the founders of Voice of the Experienced (VOTE), a nonprofit whose 
mission centers around advocating for and empowering those personally affected by the 
criminal justice system. A small part of the New Orleans-based organization’s efforts involve 
fostering an open dialogue around mental health and the trauma that incarceration may cause. 
VOTE says it has 10,000 people in its network across the country.
 
Tatum, who comes from a family of 14 siblings, spent time in prison for armed robbery, 
attempted armed robbery and burglary. He speaks candidly about his past and how it inspired 
his work today. 
 
“My family was never hungry or short of any kind of attention,” he told HuffPost. “It was 
surprising to everyone that I became a delinquent because I was one of the better students in 
my school. As I got older and realized that people aren’t born with the mentality to 
participate in illegal activities, I wanted to better understand the mental health behind it.”



 
Along with overseeing a mental health support group for former inmates, Tatum has also 
provided counseling to those who need help understanding the court system and life after 
prison. 
 
HuffPost spoke to Tatum about his efforts and the change he hopes they’ll bring to his New 
Orleans community.
 
How did you get involved with VOTE and when was it founded?
 
VOTE was founded by inmates in the Louisiana State Penitentiary in 1987. VOTE is about 
allowing inmates to have their voices heard. We didn’t really begin our work until one of our 
founders, Norris Henderson, came home from prison in 2003. 
 
Why did you choose mental health work?
 
After serving 28 and a half years in prison, I wondered what it was that I wanted to do if I 
was ever to be released. I knew I couldn’t be a doctor, but I had an interest in understanding 
the mind, and I wondered what made people do the things that they do.
 
Upon entering back into society, I went to school and majored in addictive behavior and 
practice. After four years, I received my degree, which led me to continued work with 
VOTE.
 
I also started a peer support group with the help of Tulane University. The group allows 
people to have a platform to verbalize what they might be going through. We talk about the 
challenges of adapting back into society, and I don’t believe there’s often enough serious 
dialogue surrounding post-incarceration syndrome. I hope that through my diligence and 
work I can help impact others.
 
Why do you think you’re so dedicated to helping inmates better acclimate to society after 
being released?
 
LEFT-HANDED PEOPLE COULD BE GETTING THE WRONG MENTAL HEALTH 
TREATMENT, RESEARCH SUGGESTS
NEWSWEEK - Kashmira Gander
http://www.newsweek.com/left-handed-people-could-be-getting-wrong-mental-health-
treatment-research-983787
 
Society is not taking this issue seriously. Others may have an attitude of not wanting to spend 
the money to find a solution for a problem that’s affecting everyone.
 
Growing up as a delinquent and causing so much mayhem and chaos in society, I realized 
that for change to come about, it had to come from myself. I realized that former inmates 
needed someone who can speak their language, and have been through what they’ve been 
through. I understand that the majority of inmates are not getting the right mental health 
attention. Anything I can do to shed light on [it], that is a reward within itself.
 
What are you personal goals for this work and what do you wish to accomplish?



 
I hope to find a curriculum that deals with post-incarceration syndrome. It has a direct 
similarity to the symptoms of people just coming home from war. I’ve been doing a lot of 
research on this information and there hasn’t been much to find. I want to shed some light on 
a problem that’s very monumental.
 
Most scientific studies into which side of the brain deals with different emotions have 
focused on right-handed people, and this could mean some treatments for mental illness 
could not work, or worse, harm left-handed people, researchers believe. 
 
For around four decades, scientists have believed the left side of the brain is in charge of 
what are known as "approach emotions," which relate to how we approach the world, such as 
anger and pride. The right side was thought to be linked to avoidance behaviors such as fear.
 
Hundreds of studies support this view, but the vast majority were carried out on right-handed 
people. This may have created a false idea of how the brain processes emotions.
 
Now, researchers at Cornell University believe the handling of approach and avoidance 
behaviors are based on the dominant and non-dominant sides of our brains, respectively.
 
"The 'textbook' model, which holds that positive, approach-related emotions are in the left-
hemisphere and negative, avoidance-related emotions are in the right has been validated by 
hundreds of studies, but this pattern was never predicted, and it's never been explained," 
Daniel Casasanto, associate professor of human development and psychology at Cornell 
University, told Newsweek.
 
The team led by Casasanto believe how the brain deals with emotions in left-handed people 
is the opposite of right-handed people. Emotions such as alertness and determination are 
handled in the right side of the brain in left-handed people, for example.
 
To test their hypothesis, scientists stimulated the brains of 25 healthy participants, using a 
painless electrical current, to see if approach emotions could be triggered, depending on the 
side of the brain stimulated.
 
The individuals were stimulated for 20 minutes per day for five days, and noted their feelings 
of emotions such as pride and happiness before and after the stimulation. The results 
indicated the dominant side of brains are in control of approach emotions, while the non-
dominant side is associated with avoidance.
 
"This study changes the way we understand not just how emotion is organized in the brain, 
but also why it's organized that way," professor Casasanto told Newsweek. "Neural circuits 
for approach-and-avoidance-related emotions piggyback on neural circuits for performing 
approach-and-avoidance-related actions with our hands. Since righties and lefties tend to 
perform these actions differently—using opposite hands—emotions follow the opposite 
organization in their brains."
 
The results mirrored previous studies by the researchers where positive emotions were 
prompted by stimulating the left-hemisphere of right-handed people’s brains, and visa versa 
in left-handed individuals.



 
The authors of the study, published in Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: 
Biological Sciences have dubbed this the “sword and shield hypothesis.” The name is derived 
from sword fighters who would hold their swords in their dominant hand to attack and 
protect themselves with their non-dominant arm.
 
The findings could change mental health treatments such as neural therapy, in which the left 
side of the brain is given mild electrical or magnetic stimulation to boost approach emotions. 
The team fear that if the left side of the brain is dominant for a left-handed person, this could 
have the opposite of the intended effect. 
 
As the research was carried out in healthy individuals, more research is now needed to 
establish whether this risk is seen in real-life patients.
 
"Depression and anxiety disorders affect over 20 million Americans.  That means a lot of 
people could be hurt by using treatments predicated on the 'old' model of emotion in the 
brain," said Casasanto.
 

###
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50 days into NY Wheel agreement, no word on getting project back on track
SI ADVANCE - Tracey Porpora
https://www.silive.com/news/2018/06/ny_wheels_fired_contractor_has.html#incart_river_index
 
STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Fifty days have passed since the New York Wheel got the green
light to hire a new contractor, and word on the project's progress remains mum.
 
In May of this year, the Wheel was given 120 days to get the project to build a 630-foot-high
observation wheel on the St. George waterfront back on track after it was derailed in May
2017. That's when its former contractor walked off the job and was subsequently fired.
 
The agreement was hashed out in May, and spokespeople for the NY Wheel said they can't
comment as to whether they are close to hiring a new contractor.
 
When the agreement was reached, the Wheel issued the following statement to the Advance:
 
"The New York Wheel is committed to the development and completion of the project, and
the revitalization of the Staten Island waterfront destination that it will promote. The
settlement paves the way for the Wheel to continue to finalize its financing arrangements, and
arrangements with a new contractor, American Bridge, the builder of the new Tappan Zee
Bridge, and ARUP, a world-class, global engineering firm, and complete construction," said
the NY Wheel.
 
"Both American Bridge and ARUP have experience in building observation Wheels of this
type having been involved in similar wheels in London and Las Vegas.  The New York
Wheel has also already commenced discussions with the suppliers that will be necessary for
completion of the project,"  the Wheel added.
 
American Bridge and ARUP have not answered Advance requests for comment.
 
120-DAY STANDSTILL
 
The agreement hashed out in the spring between the Holland-based Mammoet-Starneth and
the NY Wheel in Delaware Bankruptcy Court allows both parties to enter a 120-day standstill
period, extending through Sept. 5.
 
The agreement is a culmination of more than a year of court battles between the two parties.
 
It allows the NY Wheel to come up with the necessary financing to complete the project and
hire a new contractor, according to court documents.
 
The NY Wheel can terminate the deal at any time before the 120 days are up if it can't obtain
financing, court documents say.
 
In addition, the agreement dismissed the lawsuit the NY Wheel filed against Mammoet-



Starneth for breach of contract.
 
BANKRUPTCY HISTORY
 
The project to build the observation wheel on the St. George waterfront has been stalled for
more than one year. Problems began when Mammoet-Starneth walked off the job on May 26,
2017, and filed for bankruptcy in December.
 
To date, the NY Wheel has been ordered by Delaware Bankruptcy Court to pay nearly $2
million in storage costs, according to court documents.
 
The payment of the storage costs was ordered by the court after Mammoet-Starneth wanted to
auction off the parts of the Wheel as part of its liquidation of assets, according to court
records.
 
Mammoet-Starneth LLC  has been given an extension until Nov. 27 to accept the terms of its
bankruptcy agreement, which includes severing ties with the Wheel, according public
records.
 
"As part of the settlement, the debtor's [Mammoet-Starneth] exclusive period to file a plan
was to be extended through this November 27th date. However, if [the] New York Wheel
were to determine to terminate the settlement agreement, it retains the right to seek early
termination of the exclusive period," said the NY Wheel in a statement.
 
A spokesperson for Mammoet-Starneth has not answered the Advance's repeated request for
comment.
 
FINANCING NEEDED
 
While the NY Wheel told the Advance $400 million of the $580 million allotted for the
project through private investors was already spent when the project was indefinitely delayed
last spring, it's unclear how much financing is needed for the project to continue.
 
Since this is a privately-funded project, the NY Wheel has no obligation to disclose how
much financing is needed for the tourist attraction to come to fruition.
 
In 2015, former NY Wheel CEO Rich Marin told the Advance the project was fueled by $195
million in senior debt from the Highbridge Strategies hedge fund unit of JPMorgan Chase,
$111 million in equity, and $174 million from CanAm Enterprises as part of a federal green
card program known as EB-5.
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City to regulate stilts loophole by end of year
CRAIN'S NY - Joe Anuta
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20180628/REAL_ESTATE/180629897/city-to-
regulate-stilts-loophole-by-end-of-year 

The city is on schedule to regulate so-called excessive mechanical voids by the end of the
year, dealing a blow to developers who use a quirk in the building code to boost the height of
their luxury apartment towers.

Mechanical voids are essentially floors used to house the heavy equipment that powers a
building's systems. However, by raising the ceilings of these spaces to dizzying heights,
developers increasingly have been creating hollow pedestals upon which they can stack
luxury apartments. Because these upper units can typically command better views than
neighboring structures without large voids, they can be sold at premium prices to pay for the
additional construction while still boosting profits. An apartment building proposed by Extell
Development at 50 W. 66th St., for example, will have only 40 floors, yet it is slated to be
775 feet tall, according to a neighborhood group opposed to the plan.

"This has been accomplished by the inclusion of a 150-foot void," said Wanla Cheng, who is
part of the group Save Central Park NYC. She asked about the issue at a town hall meeting
Wednesday.

City Planning first committed to studying the issue in January. And since then the department
has been analyzing buildings built in the past decade that incorporated a mechanical void, the
department's Manhattan director, Edith Hsu-Cheng, said.

"We really want to understand what are the necessary voids and what are really the
extraneous and even egregious voids that are really unnecessary for a building except to loft
it taller," she said.

The department said it is on track to announce regulations by the end of the year.
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Dear Mayor de Blasio,

Earlier this week parents from the NYC Coalition for Educational Justice, Color Of Change,
NYC Council Members and allies delivered 20,000 signatures on a petition urging you and
your administration to make Culturally Responsive Education the cornerstone of your
educational agenda for your second term. Getting this work started will cost $50 million
dollars, $10 million over the next five years. The first steps should be:
 

1. Expand cultural competency trainings to thousands of teachers,
administrators and school staff
When these trainings are regular, ongoing and connected to classroom instruction,
they raise awareness of our biases and how to combat them, deepen understanding
of equity research, and help staff increase equity in classroom practices and school
policies such as discipline, special education referrals, and advanced placement.

 
2. Develop curriculum and resource materials that engage students with diverse
voices and perspectives in every subject, every grade, every day
Convene a committee of teachers to revamp curricula in various disciplines and
grades to better represent the histories and cultures of African, Latino, Asian, Middle
Eastern and Native heritage people, and the intersections with gender, LGBTQ,
disability, and religious diversity.

 
3. Create and staff an Office of Culturally Responsive Education to help
integrate culturally responsive education throughout the school system
There are numerous efforts in this area scattered across the Department of Education,
but they are not coordinated or aligned with each other. An Office of Culturally
Responsive Education will allow the DOE to strategize, lead, and learn from all the
valuable work that is already happening.

Culturally responsive education is a research-based strategy that relates academic study
to students’ experiences and cultures, fosters positive academic, racial and cultural
identities, and develops the ability to connect across cultures. This method is proven to
address biases, engage students of all backgrounds, decrease dropout rates and
suspensions, and improve academic achievement. 
 
Chancellor Carranza has shown his commitment to this work, as his track record in
Tucson, San Fransisco and Houston shows. We want to work with him and the
Department of Education to make New York City a national leader in culturally responsive
education. 

Thank you 

Best
NATASHA CAPERS
Coalition for Educational Justice, Coordinator



NEW OFFICE ADDRESS
726 Broadway 5th floor
New York, NY 10003
347-610-2754 (M)
We need to help students and parents cherish and preserve the ethnic and cultural diversity that nourishes and
strengthens this community - and this nation.
- Cesar Chavez 
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We join with the Coalition for Educational Justice and Color Of Change to call on 
NYC Mayor de Blasio to immediately expand Culturally Responsive Education 
across the NYC public school system:

1. Expand cultural competency training for thousands of teachers, principals and 
school staff 
2. Create multicultural curriculum in all grades and subjects 
3. Create an Office of Culturally Responsive Education within the NYC Department 
of Education
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To: NYC Mayor de Blasio 

Tell NYC Mayor to Stop 
Tolerating Racism in Schools 

 
We call on NYC Mayor De Blasio to immediately expand Culturally Responsive Education 
across the NYC public school system: 

1. Expand cultural competency training for thousands of teachers, principals and school staff  
2. Create multicultural curriculum in all grades and subjects  
3. Create an Office of Culturally Responsive Education in the NYC Department of Education 

Why is this important? 

It's been more than a month since the Daily News broke a story about a white teacher in the 

Bronx who, in a lesson on slavery and the Middle Passage, made Black students in several 

classes lay face down on the floor and even stepped on a female student while asking "see 

how it feels to be a slave?" 

It's been more than a month, and the city has still not taken any steps to ensure that this type 

of degrading and traumatic incident will not occur again. 

When asked by press about what the city is doing to make sure this type of incident never 

occurs again, Mayor de Blasio has said that the city already offers training on cultural 

competency. The truth is that those trainings are currently offered to just 450 out of 77,000 

teachers - less than 1% of NYC teachers. 

For over a year, parents have been demanding that Mayor de Blasio provide leadership in 

our schools and implement a comprehensive program of Culturally Responsive Education, 

including cultural competency trainings for teachers and school staff, in order to avoid just 



 

this kind of traumatic incident. Now, the responsibility for this incident rests firmly on the 

Mayor's shoulders. 

We know that racism and bias in schools is a national crisis.  

• White teachers have lower expectations for students of color, and are significantly less 

likely to expect Black students to finish high school and college  

• School staff frequently perceive Black boys as threatening and dangerous for the 

same behaviors that are seen as innocent for White students.  

• In 2015, only 15% of children's books were written by African-American or Latino 

authors, or focused on African-American or Latino characters  

• Over 80% of public school teachers nationally are White women, though a majority of 

public school students are people of color. In New York City, for example, 266 NYC 

schools have 0 or just 1 Latino teacher, 327 have 0 or just 1 Black teacher, and 690 

have 0 or just 1 Asian teacher 

Given these statistics, in how many other classrooms across the city are Black children are 

learning about slavery in a degrading way? And in how many classrooms across the city are 

Black children learning that their ancestors were kings and queens, fighters against 

enslavement, strategists and spies, scientists and inventors, doctors, healers and 

entrepreneurs? 

Culturally Responsive Education is a research-based strategy that helps teachers build social 

and emotional connections with their students across racial and cultural differences, and root 

learning in students' culture and prior experiences. It has shown to have impressive impacts 

on student achievement in Tucson, San Francisco, and other districts across the country. But 

Mayor de Blasio, who claims to be a national progressive leader, has dragged his feet and 

been slow and timid to embrace this approach. Parents need him to step up and take action, 

to get justice for those students in the Bronx, and to make sure no child has to experience 

that again. 

 



 

March 2018 
 
Dear Mayor de Blasio, 
 
Since the beginning of February, stories about racial bias in schools across New York City have 
made national news, drawing outrage, anger and protests from parents, students and 
community members. As elected officials representing the diverse communities of New York 
City, we will not allow students to continue to be demeaned and degraded in our schools.  We 
know that New York City is better than this.  
 
The Mayor’s response to these incidents has been that the city is already providing training on 
cultural competency. But the truth is that those trainings are currently offered to just 450 out of 
77,000 teachers – less than 1% of NYC teachers. During his State of the City address, Mayor 
de Blasio stated that our school system was built on systemic racism. But a systemic problem 
needs a systemic solution.  
 
Culturally responsive education is a research-based strategy that relates academic study to 
students’ experiences and cultures, fosters positive academic, racial and cultural identities, and 
develops the ability to connect across cultures. This method is proven to address biases, 
engage students of all backgrounds, decrease dropout rates and suspensions, and improve 
academic achievement. Mayor de Blasio must step up and take leadership to make culturally 
responsive education a major part of his education agenda. His first steps should be: 
 

1.  Expand cultural competency trainings to thousands of teachers, administrators 
and school staff. 
When these trainings are regular, ongoing and connected to classroom instruction, they 
raise awareness of our biases and how to combat them, deepen understanding of equity 
research, and help staff increase equity in classroom practices and school policies such as 
discipline, special education referrals, and advanced placement. 

  
2.  Develop curriculum and resource materials that engage students with diverse 
voices and perspectives in every subject, every grade, every day.  
Convene a committee of teachers to revamp curricula in various disciplines and grades to 
better represent the histories and cultures of African, Latino, Asian, Middle Eastern and 
Native heritage people, and the intersections with gender, LGBTQ, disability, and religious 
diversity. 

  
3.  Create and staff an Office of Culturally Responsive Education to help integrate 
Culturally Responsive Education throughout the school system 
There are numerous efforts in this area scattered across the Department of Education, but 
they are not coordinated or aligned with each other. An Office of Culturally Responsive 
Education will allow the DOE to strategize, lead, and learn from all the valuable work that is 
already happening.  

 



 

Racism and bias in schools cannot be ignored until the next scandal hits the news; it must be 
confronted courageously and ambitiously. Neglecting these issues --- during Black History 
Month no less -- would be a slap in the face to parents of color whose children comprise nearly 
85% of NYC public school students. We are looking to our Mayor to show his commitment and 
leadership. 
 
Signed, 
 
Councilmember Mark Treyger, Chair of the Education Committee  
Councilmember Daniel Dromm, Chair of the Finance Committee  
Councilmember Diana Ayala, Co-chair of the Progressive Caucus  
Councilmember Ben Kallos, Co-chair of the Progressive Caucus 
Councilmember Vanessa Gibson  
Councilmember Keith Powers 
Councilmember Carlos Menchaca  
Councilmember Brad Lander  
Councilmember Robert Cornegy 
Councilmember Helen Rosenthal 
Councilmember Ritchie Torres 
Councilmember Alicka Ampry-Samuels  
Councilmember Deborah Rose  
Councilmember Daneek Miller  
Councilmember Antonio Reynoso 
Councilmember Stephen Levin 
Councilmember Jimmy Van Bramer 
Councilmember Jumaane Williams 
Councilmember Ydanis Rodriguez  
Councilmember Adrienne E. Adams  
Councilmember Margaret Chin 
Progressive Caucus of the New York City Council  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

CEJ’s 2018 Educational Justice Priorities 
 

With at least half a million students in NYC schools whose families are immigrants to this 
country, and hundreds of thousands of Muslim students, undocumented students, LGBTQ 
students, Jewish students, students with disabilities, girls and other identities that have been 
targets in the current political climate,  there is a moral imperative for the NYC Department of 
Education to help schools develop expertise in confronting racism and bias, and building a 
culture in which students are honored for all aspects of their identities.  
 
One critical way to do that, and to make New York City schools free from racism, sexism, 
xenophobia, Islamophobia, homophobia, ableism and other biases, is Culturally Responsive 
Education (CRE). CRE is a research-based method of rigorous, student-centered education that 
relates academic study to students’ experiences and cultures; fosters positive academic, racial 
and cultural identities; develops students’ ability to connect across cultures; empowers students 
as agents of social change; cultivates critical thinking, and inspires students to fall in love with 
learning. CRE is grounded in brain science and learning development.  
 
In 2018, parents of the NYC Coalition for Educational Justice (CEJ) challenge Mayor de Blasio 
to make Culturally Responsive Education a major part of his education agenda: 
 
1. Expand anti-bias trainings to thousands of teachers, administrators and school staff. 

When these trainings are regular, ongoing and connected to pedagogy, they raise 
awareness of our biases and how to combat them, deepen understanding of equity 
research, and help staff develop an equity lens on classroom practices and school policies 
such as discipline, special education referrals, and advanced placement.  

 
2. Develop curriculum, resource materials and courses that engage students with 

diverse voices and perspectives in every subject, every grade, every day.   
Using the model of the DOE’s new K-8 Social Studies Curriculum, convene teachers to 
revamp curricula in various disciplines and grades to better represent the histories and 
cultures of African, Latino, Asian, Middle Eastern and Native heritage people, and the 
intersections with gender, LGBTQ, disability, and religious diversity. 

 
3. Create and staff an Office of Culturally Responsive Education to help integrate 

Culturally Responsive Education throughout the school system 
There are numerous CRE efforts scattered across the Department of Education, but they 
are not coordinated or aligned with each other. An Office of CRE will allow the DOE to 
strategize, lead, and learn from all the valuable CRE work that is already happening.  
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Trump is proposing big tax hikes on vulnerable House Republicans’ constituents
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/9/30/16380578/salt-vulnerable-house-
republicans
 
There are a lot of known unknowns about the Republican tax reform framework that was
rolled out this week, but one thing that seems clear is they want to eliminate the state and
local tax deduction (SALT). And rank-and-file party members are already grumbling about
it.
Republicans want to do this to help raise revenue that can be poured into important causes
like lowering the top tax rate, eliminating the state tax, and exempting multinational
corporations’ foreign earnings from all taxation. They’ve talked themselves into this idea
largely on the theory that it’s a tax that hits blue states.

D.C. Republicans’ big tax overhaul hinges on killing one of Minnesota’s favorite
deductions
https://www.minnpost.com/politics-policy/2017/10/dc-republicans-big-tax-overhaul-hinges-
killing-one-minnesota-s-favorite-dedu
 
Minnesota is well above-average in the number of residents who claim some SALT
deduction — roughly a third of tax filers in Minnesota do. The policy’s importance in the
North Star State is fomenting interesting politics in Washington, with Minnesota Democrats
generally in favor keeping a tax break primarily claimed by wealthy filers; Republicans,
under pressure to back their party’s tax initiative, have been harder to pin down on the fate of
the SALT deduction.

The Political Land Mine in the Republican Tax Plan
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/10/the-political-land-mine-in-the-
republican-tax-plan/541557/
There are any number of provisions that could bring down the far-reaching Republican tax
plan between now and when the House and Senate hope to vote on the legislation later this
fall. But one proposal in particular has quickly become a political land mine for the GOP,
and whether it makes it into the final bill could determine if the legislation passes or fails and
whether millions of Americans in several of the nation’s largest states see a tax cut or a tax
increase as a result. To offset the enormous cost of reducing tax rates for the wealthy and



businesses, top Republicans want to prohibit people from deducting their state and local
taxes from their federal bill.

State and local tax deduction fight poses dilemma for Philly area Republicans
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/trump-tax-reform-state-local-deduction-
pennsylvania-new-jersey-20171002.html
 
The tax overhaul rolled out last week by President Trump and congressional Republicans
would cost New Jersey and Pennsylvania residents a tax break that can save them thousands
of dollars a year — and the idea is already shaping up as a major political threat to the
GOP’s top agenda item.

From: Kagan, Rebecca
Sent: Monday, October 02, 2017 5:05 PM
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News of Note:
 
Trump is proposing big tax hikes on vulnerable House Republicans’ constituents
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/9/30/16380578/salt-vulnerable-house-
republicans
 
There are a lot of known unknowns about the Republican tax reform framework that was
rolled out this week, but one thing that seems clear is they want to eliminate the state and
local tax deduction (SALT). And rank-and-file party members are already grumbling about
it.
Republicans want to do this to help raise revenue that can be poured into important causes
like lowering the top tax rate, eliminating the state tax, and exempting multinational
corporations’ foreign earnings from all taxation. They’ve talked themselves into this idea
largely on the theory that it’s a tax that hits blue states.



D.C. Republicans’ big tax overhaul hinges on killing one of Minnesota’s favorite
deductions
https://www.minnpost.com/politics-policy/2017/10/dc-republicans-big-tax-overhaul-hinges-
killing-one-minnesota-s-favorite-dedu
 
Minnesota is well above-average in the number of residents who claim some SALT
deduction — roughly a third of tax filers in Minnesota do. The policy’s importance in the
North Star State is fomenting interesting politics in Washington, with Minnesota Democrats
generally in favor keeping a tax break primarily claimed by wealthy filers; Republicans,
under pressure to back their party’s tax initiative, have been harder to pin down on the fate of
the SALT deduction.

The Political Land Mine in the Republican Tax Plan
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/10/the-political-land-mine-in-the-
republican-tax-plan/541557/
There are any number of provisions that could bring down the far-reaching Republican tax
plan between now and when the House and Senate hope to vote on the legislation later this
fall. But one proposal in particular has quickly become a political land mine for the GOP,
and whether it makes it into the final bill could determine if the legislation passes or fails and
whether millions of Americans in several of the nation’s largest states see a tax cut or a tax
increase as a result. To offset the enormous cost of reducing tax rates for the wealthy and
businesses, top Republicans want to prohibit people from deducting their state and local
taxes from their federal bill.

State and local tax deduction fight poses dilemma for Philly area Republicans
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/politics/trump-tax-reform-state-local-deduction-
pennsylvania-new-jersey-20171002.html
 
The tax overhaul rolled out last week by President Trump and congressional Republicans
would cost New Jersey and Pennsylvania residents a tax break that can save them thousands
of dollars a year — and the idea is already shaping up as a major political threat to the
GOP’s top agenda item.
 
 
Rebecca Kagan Sternhell
Deputy Director and General Counsel
New York City Mayor's Office of Federal Affairs 
601 New Jersey Ave NW, Suite 410 | Washington DC 20001
Desk: 202.624.5906
Cell: 
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With 421-a Maneuver, Pacific Park Developer Could Save Buyers $50 Million More in
Taxes

By Norman Oder | October 23, 2017

A view of 535 Carlton Avenue (right of frame) and 550 Vanderbilt Avenue (left of frame) from Atlantic
Avenue in Brooklyn. The developer wants to treat them as part of the same zoning lot in order to enjoy
a bigger tax break.

 

Developers of 550 Vanderbilt, the first condominium building in the long-gestating Pacific Park (formerly
Atlantic Yards) project, seem poised to turn a sweet deal into a bonanza, thanks to real-estate alchemy that
super-sizes an already large tax break.

When Greenland Forest City Partners in 2015 prepared the Offering Plan for buyers at 550 Vanderbilt, the
pending 421-a tax abatement meant an overall yearly tax bill of $1.2 million, a 69 percent discount off the
annual property-tax hit that would have occurred without the tax break.

Now, however, owners at the 278-unit luxury building would collectively pay less than $123,000, a 97
percent discount.

But that $1.1 million increase in savings would be just the start. Since the new tax break would last 25
years, not 15 years like the initial one, plus remove an assessed value (AV) cap, owners could save a
cumulative $86.5 million over the life of the tax benefit, by City Limits’ calculations. That would be $50
million more than in the earlier projection. (Neither the city nor the developer would address this
estimate, which assumes static tax rates and assessments.)

How can they do this? By treating the luxury condo building and an affordable rental building down the
block as a single “affordable project,” though several hundred feet and two future building sites separate
the two. This allows the developer to avoid constraints that, under the version of 421-a in effect when
construction started in 2015, applied to buildings in a broad zone of Brooklyn lacking affordable units.



The move delivers no new affordable units, because the apartments in 550’s partner building were already
approved and subsidized, though it does prompt an uptick in affordability in 11 of those units. The
administration of Mayor Bill de Blasio seems dismayed by the developer’s request but hamstrung by the
fact that the change appears within the boundaries of the law that existed at the time shovels hit ground.

The 421-a application remains pending. The Department of Housing Preservation and Development
responded to City Limits’ queries with a statement: “While approval will be based on whether all of the
requirements have been met, this project underscores the reasons we fought so hard to reform 421-a to
stop subsidizing luxury condos and incentivize the kind of rental housing our city badly needs.” (The
new Affordable New York program requires 25 percent to 30 percent affordability in rental buildings, with
various income mixes, limits the tax exemption to condo buildings with six to 35 units, and imposes an AV
cap.)

Informed of the tax break and City Limits’ calculations, Michelle de la Uz, executive director of Fifth
Avenue Committee, which has called for deeper affordability at the project, called it “ridiculous.” The
developer, she said, “devised a way to substantially reduce their tax burden” while offering “extremely
limited improvement in the affordability levels” in a project “whose ‘affordable housing’ is too expensive
for most New Yorkers in need of housing… When will Governor Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio say enough is
enough?”

For the developer, though, it’s good news. “The joint application results in 10 additional years of
exemption with no residential cap on the 421-a exemption and is a far better benefit than… in the original
offering plan,” lawyer Paul Korngold wrote in a letterincluded among the changes to the Offering Plan,
known as amendments.

Asked several questions related to this 421-a application and 550 Vanderbilt, the developer responded
with a general statement: “Greenland and Forest City are proud to have completed nearly 800 affordable
homes to date, working across business cycles and evolving policy regulations to meet our commitments.
We continue to partner with the City and State to deliver on our shared vision for growing a vibrant
mixed-income community at Pacific Park.”

***

Greenland Forest City (owned 70 percent by Greenland USA, an arm of Shanghai-based Greenland
Holdings) surely faces pressure to sell apartments at or above listed prices, as its projected profit has
seemingly shrunk.

In June 2015, Forest City Realty Trust (parent of Forest City New York, the original Atlantic Yards
developer, and current 30 percent owner) estimated $361.6 million in overall building costs, with a
projected sell-through of $388.6 million, suggesting an expected profit of $27 million.

This past August, however, it estimated $388 million in costs, with a projected sell-through—after minor
price increases—of $391.1 million. That would seemingly leave a tiny $3.1 million profit, plus rental
income from three retail units.

Lowered taxes reduce the cost of ownership without changing the sticker price—essentially a covert price
cut. While Greenland Forest City told The Real Deal in July that two-thirds of the units had sold, more
than half the building’s value—larger units representing more than $200 million—remained available.

The 421-a switch would especially boost the allure of the most expensive units, vaporizing taxes thanks to
the removal of the cap. For example, the four-bedroom, 4.5-bath Penthouse West, priced at $6.86 million,
was formerly projected to require annual taxes of $42,711 (already a 20 percent discount off taxes without
421-a). Now, annual taxes would be just $1,665. The buyer would save nearly $1 million more over 25
years, by City Limits’ calculations. Whether because of the anticipated bigger tax break or not, the joint
venture recently raised prices slightly on five units.



Though no definitive database exists, the building’s overall $3.76 million annual savings seems unusually
large for condos gaining a 25-year abatement. As of 2014, according to City Limits’ analysis of data
compiled by the Municipal Art Society, the single largest annual saving in a 25-year condo abatement was
$3.46 million. (Several condo and rental buildings in Manhattan, with either more units or valuable
locations, had much larger annual abatements, but over a shorter time period.)

***

Ben Keel

535 Carlton and 550 Vanderbilt are the only buildings constructed at the eastern end of the project site.

 

How can 550 Vanderbilt, long promoted as a market-rate building standing solo on Vanderbilt Avenue
between Dean and Pacific streets in Prospect Heights, be part of what attorney Korngold stated would “be
deemed to be an ‘affordable project’ by HPD”?

For the tax break, 550 Vanderbilt would be paired with 535 Carlton, a rental tower with 100 percent
affordable housing at the far end of a long block, separated by two sites for yet-unbuilt Pacific Park towers.
The pairing can qualify, according to Korngold’s letter, because both buildings were built at the same time
and they share the same “zoning lot,” which the city defines as “a tract of land comprising a single tax lot
or two or more adjacent tax lots within a block.”

The boundaries of that zoning lot were not publicly stated in the Atlantic Yards General Project Plan
prepared by Empire State Development, the state economic development authority, which makes reference
to multiple zoning lots. HPD says that the two buildings may be treated as one zoning lot because they are
on the same block.

It is unclear—and neither the city nor the developer would say–how many affordable projects have taken
advantage of such zoning-lot flexibility, though Ashley Cotton of Forest City New York said at an Oct. 17
public meeting that “we’re just applying like any other building under existing law, under the regulations
that exist.” A project like Extell’s One Manhattan Square contains an affordable building adjacent to a



market-rate building, without intervening building sites. After the rezoning in Greenpoint and
Williamsburg, waterfront “development parcels” contained adjacent market-rate and affordable buildings.

***

Atlantic Yards, renamed Pacific Park in 2014, had already gained special treatment. Reform of the 421-a
program in 2007, based on the widespread criticism that many subsidized buildings needed no tax
incentives, expanded the zone in which onsite affordable housing was required in exchange for the tax
break.

But the legislation offered Atlantic Yards–expected to contain 2,250 below-market units and 4,180
market-rate ones–what was widely called a “carve-out.” It allowed any exclusively market-rate buildings
421-a benefits as long as the project met an overall goal: 20 percent of the total units would be affordable
to households averaging no more than 90 percent of Area Median Income (AMI).

That proposal was criticized by the administration of Mayor Mike Bloomberg, otherwise a strong supporter
of the project, so it was pared back to 15 years from 25 years, reducing the estimated benefit by at least
$100 million. Indeed, 550 Vanderbilt, according its 2015 Offering Plan, was slated to get a 15-year tax
break.

After the passage of Affordable New York this year, however, Greenland Forest City recognized that the
condo building could not get the 15-year tax break, Cotton said, apparently because the Atlantic
Yards/Pacific Park “carve-out” wouldn’t be triggered until a cumulative 1,500 units were built. Instead,
they pulled a rabbit out of a hat, concluding 550 Vanderbilt could take advantage of other 421-a provisions
that few, if any, expected would be invoked for market-rate buildings in this project.

“Since this project commenced prior to January 1, 2016, it is covered by the 421-a law that was in effect at
the time,” Korngold wrote, citing “require[ments] that 20 percent of the units in the application for 421-a
benefits be made available for onsite affordable housing.”

Indeed, the 2007 legislation allowed “any multiple dwelling” within Atlantic Yards to gain the 25-year tax
break, as long as it contained 20 percent affordable housing. Instead of having the tax break phase out
over four years, starting in year 11, it would start in year 21. It also represents a vastly larger benefit, given
the elimination of the AV cap, which as of 2017/18 set an $84,810 limit on the assessed value of an
apartment seeking the tax exemption. Owners typically pay taxes on the value above the cap.

***

The increased tax break could be seen to raise the overall public cost for 535 Carlton because the city will
now forgo more revenue in exchange for the same number of affordable apartments. Indeed, had the
extended 421-a benefit surfaced before the July 2017 disclosure in an amendment to the Offering Plan, it
could have put a damper on the city’s announcement a month earlier hailing the 535 Carlton opening,
which Mayor de Blasio said was “delivering on the affordable housing this community was promised.”

The creation of a separate building with affordable housing in a sense recreates the “poor door,” a concept
that Bruce Ratner, executive chairman of Forest City New York, has roundly decried, at least while
highlighting plans for Pacific Park buildings with 50 percent affordable units.

Not only was the increased tax exemption not known when the 535 Carlton opened, there’s been no
requirement to inform Brooklyn Community Board 8. HPD last year received confirmation that the an
earlier 421-a application had been disclosed, as required, to the community board. But if the application is
later amended—as happened in September—the sponsor is not required to resubmit it.

The “affordable project” has some curious aspects. Though 535 Carlton has been promoted as “100 percent
affordable,” the 298-unit building contains mostly middle-income units too pricey to trigger the 421-a
benefits for its zoning lot associate. It must supply 116 units, in various sizes, renting below 120 percent of
AMI, to meet the required 20 percent affordability in the 576-unit pairing.



But the building has just 30 two-bedroom units and six three-bedroom units renting below 120 percent of
AMI, while while 38 and nine are required, respectively. So eight two-bedrooms (previously said to rent at
$2,611, or 130 percent of AMI) and three three-bedrooms (two at $3,009, 130 percent of AMI, and one at
$3,716, 160 percent of AMI) must be reclassified at lower rents.

“[W]e had to make B14 [535 Carlton] more affordable, so the benefit on the affordability side is there,”
Cotton said at the meeting. “But, in addition, another good benefit, depending on who you care about, is
that B11 [550 Vanderbilt] has a 25-year abatement.” (Affordable housing advocate Barika Williams, who
raised the issue at the Oct. 17 meeting, soon countered that “this vastly changes the amount of tax revenue
these buildings will produce.”)

Cotton suggested that changes in 421-a had upended the developer’s plans for the Pacific Park, which is
well behind schedule: “Getting a benefit for condos ever again is something we had counted on… and we
no longer have that,” given that large condo buildings are excluded.

Even more strangely, after Greenland Forest City Partners in July announced a new real estate broker for
550 Vanderbilt, advertising for 550 Vanderbilt condos on the three web sites–550Vanderbilt.com, new
broker Nest Seekers International, and the database StreetEasy–for weeks claimed owners would owe just
$1 in monthly taxes, not the newly-shrunken figures disclosed in the developer’s documents.

When queried about this in July, the developer and broker didn’t respond. The $1 tax deal lasted for weeks
on both Nest Seekers and StreetEasy, and still appears on 550Vanderbilt.com today, well after this
reporter’s second round of inquiries.

 
 
 
 
Jeff Lynch
First Deputy Commissioner
Community Affairs Unit
Office of the Mayor
jlynch@cityhall.nyc.gov
212-748-0311
 





From: B
To: Bill de Blasio
Subject: Fw: NYT Article re: Two Bridges Neighborhood
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2017 8:39:14 PM

From: Dann-Allel, Gabrielle <GDannAllel@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Sent: Sunday, December 10, 2017 6:42 PM
To: B
Cc: Carrion, Marco A.
Subject: NYT Article re: Two Bridges Neighborhood

Sir,

 

 

Gaby Dann-Allel

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/06/realestate/living-in-two-bridges-lower-east-
side.html

Two Bridges: Once Quiet, Now at the Edge of Change 

By C. J. Hughes, Dec. 6, 2017

Two Bridges, by the East River, may be tiny. But massive developments often seem
to wash up there.

In the 1930s, about 100 buildings considered slums were razed to make way
for Knickerbocker Village, a red-brick, 12-building, middle-income complex that was
among the first in the country to be subsidized by the federal government.

Even larger undertakings followed, including sprawling public-housing developments.
In many ways, that thinking-big era lasted until the late 1990s, when 82 Rutgers
Slip, a 198-unit apartment building with income restrictions — the final piece of a
multi-block effort that began in the 1970s — welcomed its first renters.

But for all the attention, this middle-class area, which has never really had its turn as
a fashionable neighborhood, could seem like a land the city forgot.

“It felt very isolated,” said Dr. Audrey Abatemarco, 51, a podiatrist who grew up in
Knickerbocker Village and, after stints on Staten Island and the Upper West Side,
moved back to the complex in the early 1990s.

“And yet, it was a neighborhood where people looked after you,” said Dr.



Abatemarco, who rents a one-bedroom and also has an office in the complex.

If the 20th century was about spreading out — the complexes are threaded with
gardens, wide walkways, playgrounds and parking lots — the new phase of
construction is more vertically focused.

First to stretch skyward is One Manhattan Square, whose 823-foot spire, with 815
market-rate condo units, is currently taking shape. At least three projects with
similar towers from other developers — all of them a mix of luxury and affordable
rental apartments — are planned nearby.

While the high-rises promise to add stores, parks and hundreds of units of
affordable housing in an area where below-average salaries are common, many
neighborhood residents oppose them. Not only are they too tall, critics say, but also
the new wealthy residents will encourage retail landlords to install fancy, out-of-
reach shops.

And thousands of those new residents, they add, could strain infrastructure like
public transportation.

“This was a sleepy little town for a while,” said Trever Holland, 51, a lawyer and a
founder of Tenants United Fighting for Lower East Side, or TUFF-LES, one of several
local groups pushing for changes that include a rezoning that would cap buildings at
350 feet, or about 35 stories.

“What we’re trying to make sure of is not only that the area is properly zoned, but
properly planned,” said Mr. Holland, who left New Jersey in 1997 for a one-bedroom
unit in a rent-regulated building where apartments generally lease for between
$1,300 and $1,600 a month (he declined to provide his rent).

But the public process required for any rezoning, which can be lengthy, wouldn’t
begin until next year, proponents say, and time might not be on their side. At the
same time, the developers behind the planned towers are working jointly to gain city
approvals, which will be based on the projects’ impact on pedestrians and other
factors.

One person’s oversized tower, of course, is another’s prized aerie, and Dr. Mathew
Ulahannan, 65, an internist from New Hartford, in upstate New York, said he chose
One Manhattan Square in part for the views.

His two-bedroom, two-bath unit in the building, which opens in 2018, cost $2.3
million, said Dr. Ulahannan, who expects to use it as a once-a-month pied-à-terre
with his wife, Leena. His daughter, Netha, 32, who is studying to be a doctor in New
York, will likely live there full-time, he said.

“Change is inevitable, especially in Manhattan,” said Dr. Ulahannan, adding that he
is sympathetic about rising living costs. “But there is not a lot of room for everybody
that wants to come to New York.”

What You’ll Find

Two Bridges, naturally, is near a pair of spans: the Manhattan and Brooklyn Bridges,
whose tall stone undersides offer majestic passageways.



Based on business names and residents’ opinions, the neighborhood’s borders
roughly correspond with Montgomery Street, East Broadway, Division Street and St.
James Place, although some areas may overlap with the Lower East Side and
Chinatown.

Classic tenement-style walk-ups, with stores at the base and facades zigzagged with
fire escapes, are on full display on Madison Street. Some of the older buildings are
being upgraded, like 207 Madison Street, which now has amenities like a game
room.

Facing the walk-ups is an example of the housing type that prompted the bulldozing
of similar tenements: the sweeping La Guardia public housing development from
1957, where 1,094 apartments are populated by 2,513 residents.

The new crop of towers is taking aim at those 20th-century blocks. At 252 South
Street is One Manhattan Square, a condominium from Extell Development Company,
whose president, Gary Barnett, lived as a child in an apartment on Pike Street. The
development, which replaced a popular Pathmark grocery store, is also adding a
205-unit income-restricted rental building next door, at 229 Cherry Street.

On a narrow site a few paces away, at 247 Cherry Street, JDS Development Group
has proposed a 1,008-foot rental with up to 660 units, 25 percent of them with
below-market rents. And close by, at 259 Clinton Street, Starrett Development has
unveiled a 724-foot, 62-story tower with 765 rentals, a quarter of which the
developer said will be affordable.

There is also a project with two spires — the tallest at 798 feet — from L & M
Development Partners and CIM Group. The project, which will have 1,350 rental
units, a quarter of them affordable, is planned for 260 South Street, currently a
parking lot.

All of these developers are promising to include stores, and to replace that sorely
missed Pathmark, a spokeswoman for Extell said a grocery is coming.

In a market dominated by rentals, condos are scattered and modest. They also tend
to be in the northern blocks, which since the 1980s have been home to immigrants
from the Fujian province of China. Those units are frequently owned by investors
and rented out, said John W. Chang, an associate broker with Sotheby’s
International Realty, who has worked in the area.

“Gentrification is happening,” Mr. Chang said. But with the large number of rent-
regulated units, he added, the neighborhood probably won’t turn into an affluent
address overnight.

Still, even if gradual, “low-income and long-term residents are being increasingly
pushed out,” said Christopher Kui, the executive director of Asian Americans for
Equality, a social services group based in the neighborhood.

Tenants in tenements are being harassed by landlords so they might move, to clear
their homes for redevelopment, he said. Also, it’s been harder for residents to find
places where they might buy “a nice $5 lunch,” as store rents rise, Mr. Kui added.



What You’ll Pay

With for-sale properties scarce, inventory is minimal, so market trends can be tough
to identify. Still, a handful of condos offer some insight.

At 175 East Broadway, an ornate former office that went condo about a decade ago,
the average price of the three sales this year was $1.59 million, according to
StreetEasy.

A similar conversion is at 142 Henry Street, where units have exposed bricks and
beamed ceilings, and where a one-bedroom with a bath and a home office sold this
year for $960,000, according to public records. And at 48 Market Street, a newly
constructed one-bedroom, one-bath condo sold this year for $625,000, according to
StreetEasy.

Rentals can seem attractively discounted relative to those in comparable
neighborhoods. A two-bedroom in a prewar walk-up building that might cost $4,000
a month in the East Village, for example, could be had in Two Bridges for $2,800,
said Todd Orwicz, a salesman with Warren Real Estate, who works in both places.

The Vibe

Over the years, immigrants from various countries have moved through the area,
including Irish, Italians and Chinese. Consequently, some buildings can seem like
cultural Venn diagrams: A drugstore at Oliver and Madison Streets is identified with
at least three signs — one in Chinese characters, another reading “farmacia” and a
third that says “Generation Pharmacy.”

But now signifiers of neighborhood cool — coffee shops, interesting restaurants,
places to buy art and music — are beginning to appear as well. Many owners of
those businesses are taking pains to be joiners rather than disrupters.

“We all want to be integrated into the Chinatown community,” said David Fierman,
34, who moved his art gallery to Henry Street from the Lower East Side in 2016, and
moved himself into a studio rental soon after. Mr. Fierman said he makes sure to
put out news releases in Mandarin about upcoming shows.

Some attempts at introducing hipster culture in the neighborhood have led to
interesting juxtapositions. The book and record store 2 Bridges Music Arts is on East
Broadway, in a small mall where the hair salons, jewelry shops and clothing stores
cater mostly to Chinese customers. “The idea was to be located in a place that
forces you to step outside yourself and your comfort zone,” said the owner, Simon
Greenberg, of his decision to open the store there last year. One of the things he
has done to appeal to locals, he said, is to display Chinese-language books
prominently among the English-language titles.

While arrivals to Two Bridges might be sincerely trying to assimilate, their presence
is still controversial, said Mr. Kui, who added that upscale shops are a tough fit in a
working-class area.

“I’m not saying these are bad people,” he said, of the new crop of retailers. “Some
of them are probably here because they’re facing the same cycles of gentrification
as well.”



The Schools

A zoned option is Public School 1, on Henry Street, which enrolls about 350 students
in prekindergarten through fifth grade. On state exams last school year, 50 percent
of students met standards in English, versus 40 percent citywide; in math, 59
percent met standards, versus 42 percent citywide.

For sixth through eighth grades, there is Middle School 131, just outside the
neighborhood, which enrolls about 450 students. On state exams last year, 33
percent met standards in English, versus 41 percent citywide, while 53 met
standards in math, versus 33 percent citywide.

Area students are given priority admission to Millennium High School in the financial
district, which has about 640 students. On 2016 SAT exams, average scores were
562 in reading, 583 in math and 564 in writing, compared with 446, 466 and 440
citywide.

The Commute

Subway trains may clatter across the Manhattan Bridge, but they do not stop in Two
Bridges. The only line that serves the neighborhood is the F, at East Broadway. The
M9, M15 and M22 bus lines are also options.

The History

The neighborhood’s name was coined in 1954 by the founders of the Two Bridges
Neighborhood Council, which today is a social services organization and affordable-
housing developer, said Victor Papa, 72, the current president.

An earlier era is recalled at the Chatham Square Cemetery on St. James Place, also
known as the First Cemetery of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue.
Revolutionary War veterans are buried in the graveyard, which had its first
interment in 1683, according to the Congregation First Shearith.

The nearby 25 Oliver Street, a weathered three-story rowhouse, was a longtime
residence of Alfred E. Smith, the New York governor and 1928 Democratic candidate
for President.

A version of this article appears in print on December 10, 2017, on Page RE8 of the
New York edition with the headline: A Land That the City Seems to Have Forgotten. 
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[UPDATED] Cuomo Signs Bill to Boost Minority Contracting
CITY LIMITS - Jarrett Murphy
https://citylimits.org/2017/12/21/update-cuomo-asked-to-sign-bill-to-boost-minority-
contracting/
 
CUOMO SIGNS ONE MWBE BILL AND VETOES ANOTHER
CITY & STATE - Rebecca Lewis
http://cityandstateny.com/articles/policy/diversity/cuomo-signs-one-mwbe-bill-and-vetoes-
another.html#.WkwPOVWnE-U
 
Cuomo Blasted for Keeping Personal Net Worth Cap for Minority- and Women-Owned
Firms
OBSERVER NY - Madina Toure
http://observer.com/2018/01/andrew-cuomo-rodneyse-bichotte-minority-women-firms/
 
Cuomo Signs Bill to Let Minority, Women-owned Firms Apply for More NYC Business
Bond Buyer – Chip Barnett
https://www.bondbuyer.com/news/ny-gov-cuomo-signs-bill-to-let-mwbes-apply-for-more-
nyc-business
 
More City Money For Minority, Women-Run Businesses Under New Law
Patch - Danielle Woodward
https://patch.com/new-york/queens/more-city-money-minority-women-run-businesses-
under-new-law

 
Minority, women-owned firms may vie for more NYC business



BOND BUYER - Chip Barnett
https://www.bondbuyer.com/news/bill-would-let-minority-and-women-owned-firms-vie-for-
more-business-with-nyc
 
City Eager to See Cuomo Sign M/WBE Contracting Bill Now on His Desk
GOTHAM GAZETTE - Samar Khurshid
http://www.gothamgazette.com/city/7385-city-eager-to-see-cuomo-sign-m-wbe-contracting-
bill-now-on-his-desk
 
Cuomo Asked to Sign Bill to Boost Minority Contracting
CITY LIMITS - Jarrett Murphy
https://citylimits.org/2017/12/21/update-cuomo-asked-to-sign-bill-to-boost-minority-
contracting/
 
Monday’s with the Mayor on NY1 – Topper on M/WBE State Bill
http://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/politics/2017/12/19/mondays-with-the-mayor-bill-de-
blasio-interview-school-closings-nyc
 
City urges Cuomo to sign bill that helps businesses owned by minorities, women obtain
contracts
DAILY NEWS - Kenneth Lovett
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/city-urges-cuomo-sign-bill-helps-minority-
businesses-article-1.3707631
 
CUOMO NOT COMMITTED TO SIGNING BILL TO MORE EASILY GIVE
CONTRACTS TO BUSINESSES OWNED BY WOMEN, MINORITIES
NY1 - Zack Fink
http://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/politics/2017/12/19/andrew-cuomo-has-not-
committed-signing-mwbe-bill-bill-de-blasio-priority
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Some Mayors Skip Meeting With Trump Amid New Pressure on Sanctuary Cities
WSJ - Alicia A. Caldwell, Louise Radnofsky
https://www.wsj.com/articles/justice-department-threatens-to-subpoena-23-sanctuary-states-
cities-1516816531
 
Several mayors pulled out of a planned meeting Wednesday with President Donald Trump, in
response to a move by the Justice Department to pressure sanctuary cities to comply with
federal immigration demands.
 
Bill de Blasio, the Democratic mayor of New York, said in a tweet that he wouldn’t be going
to the meeting. Others who will skip the meeting, according to the mayors’ conference,



include Mitch Landrieu, Democratic mayor of New Orleans and head of the mayors group,
Republican Elizabeth Kautz of Burnsville, Minn., and Democrat Steve Benjamin of
Columbia, S.C.
 
“Unfortunately, the Trump administration’s decision to threaten mayors and demonize
immigrants yet again—and use cities as political props in the process—has made this
meeting untenable,” said Mr. Landrieu.
 
The move came after the Justice Department Wednesday sent letters to 23 state and local
governments in which it threatened to subpoena them for documents proving they are in line
with requirements to cooperate with immigration officials in order to keep some federal
grants. The threat marked the latest effort by the Trump administration to pressure sanctuary
cities, which don’t fully assist federal authorities seeking to remove illegal immigrants.
 
The White House said that the meeting would go ahead anyway.
 
“We are disappointed that a number of mayors have chosen to make a political stunt instead
of participating in an important discussion with the president and his administration,” said
spokeswoman Lindsay Walters. “President Trump is committed to tackling the challenges
facing this country and looks forward to visiting with a large bipartisan group of mayors that
represent both rural and urban municipalities.”
 
Eric Garcetti of Los Angeles and Rahm Emanuel of Chicago, both high-profile Democrats on
the national stage, would also not attend, the conference said. The White House hadn’t
included them on a list of dozens of anticipated guests sent Wednesday morning.
 
In his tweet announcing that he wouldn’t attend the meeting, which focused on infrastructure,
New York’s Mr. de Blasio cited what he called the administration’s “racist assault on our
immigrant communities.”
 
But it wasn’t clear that Mr. de Blasio’s decision to skip the meeting Wednesday was
triggered by the administration’s move to pressure sanctuary cities. Mr. de Blasio told a
conference call of mayors Monday that he wouldn’t be attending the White House event,
according to a person familiar with the contents of the call. The reason, Mr. de Blasio told
the other mayors, was that he had previously met with White House officials on
infrastructure, and that their assurances couldn’t be trusted, this person said.
 
Most of the cities, counties and states targeted in the latest letters are run by Democratic
elected officials.
 
A Justice Department official said the timing of the mayors’ meeting with the White House
was not a factor in the decision to issue the demand letters Wednesday.
 
Last year, the Justice Department notified 29 jurisdictions that they could be out of
compliance and asked for records to show that local law enforcement properly share
information with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the Homeland Security
agency in charge of arresting and deporting immigrants living in the country illegally.
 
Mr. Trump signed an executive order last year directing the Justice Department to withhold
some grant money to jurisdictions that don’t fully cooperate with federal immigration



authorities. That order has been challenged across the country and in November a federal
judge in San Francisco ruled that the order was unconstitutional and issued a permanent,
nationwide injunction blocking the order from being enforced.
 
That ruling and others have temporarily slowed the awarding of some grant money approved
for the 2017 budget year that ended in September, according to the Justice Department. The
agency has argued that fully sharing information about immigrants being held in local jails is
a requirement of the Justice Department’s Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grants
Program.
 
Many of the targeted jurisdictions, including the state of Illinois and the city of Los Angeles,
have previously denied breaking any federal laws. The state of California, a frequent target of
the Trump administration’s effort to crack down on sanctuary jurisdictions, sued the
administration last year to block efforts to curb grant money based on local immigration
rules.
 
Nonetheless, a senior Justice Department official said Wednesday that the government has
the authority to demand evidence of compliance with the information sharing law. The letters
demanding the records, including copies of publicly available local laws and any written
directives to local law enforcement that outline rules about communicating with immigration
authorities, also include renewed warnings that noncompliant jurisdictions could face losing
grant money.
 
 
“I continue to urge all jurisdictions under review to reconsider policies that place the safety
of their communities and their residents at risk,” Attorney General Jeff Sessions said in a
statement.
 
The jurisdictions have until Feb. 23 to comply with the records request. The Justice
Department is demanding that the jurisdictions provide documents showing rules about how
officials are to share, or not, information about immigrants being held in local jails.
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Jon Green
Senior Advisor for Strategic Initiatives
Mayor Bill de Blasio, New York City
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Community Leaders and Chinatown Working Group Issue
Open Letter to DCP:

Pass the Full Chinatown Working Group Rezoning Plan

Press Release

Date: Thursday April 26, 2018
Contact: Tony Queylin, 917-613-9226

*Open Letter can be found below this release*

Lower East Side Organized Neighbors (LESON) is submitting an open letter to the
Department of City Planning, calling on the agency to adopt the Chinatown
Working Group Rezoning Plan in its entirety as its mitigation strategy for the
ongoing Two Bridges LSRD EIS. In recent months, LESON has demonstrated that
the 4 proposed "megatowers" on the LES waterfront, would result in mass
displacement and adverse environmental impact on the surrounding community
and its infrastructure. This has caused the EIS process and the release of its Final
Scope of Work to be delayed by several months. The Chinatown Working Group
rezoning plan would resolve the crisis of displacement and protect the
environment by stemming real estate speculation and the influx of luxury
development in Chinatown and LES. LESON is also calling on all community groups
and members to join the fight to get the entire rezoning plan passed.

"It is clear that the Two Bridges LSRD EIS is long delayed because LESON
exposed that these developments cannot meet Zoning Resolution Article VII,
Chapter 8," says Tanya Castro, member of LESON and president of Land's End II
Resident Association. "To qualify for special permits/authorizations under this law,
any new development in the Two Bridges Large Scale Residential Development
(LSRD) Site cannot produce detrimental building bulk and result in adverse



environmental impact, such as restricted light/air, total alteration of neighborhood
character and traffic, etc."

Tony Queylin, resident of Two Bridges Tower and LESON member says "DCP must
pass the Chinatown Working Group plan in its entirety to mitigate the destructive
impact that the massive amount of luxury development, like the Extell tower, has
had on our community. Just the Extell tower alone has caused the air quality in
Two Bridges to deteriorate; the construction has caused our streets to literally
sink by two inches. Imagine what almost 4,000 more units of luxury housing being
built nearby would do! There is no way we can raise our families in a safe and
secure environment if the city does not put an end to the luxury development
destroying our neighbohood."

David Nieves, resident of Seward Park Houses and LESON member says "There are
some who are proposing a waterfront only rezoning, and a text amendment to put
the megatowers through ULURP. This is a diversion from the real problem. What
good is getting a few more units of "affordable housing" that is not affordable?
Rezoning just one part of the community will leave the rest of Chinatown and LES
unprotected. This is especially troubling for NYCHA residents, as the City is
proposing to privatize NYCHA's open land to build luxury housing. The Chinatown
Working Group Rezoning Plan would protect the entirety of our community,
including its public housing."

For more information about LESON, please visit www.leson-nyc.org or htt
ps://www.facebook.com/LESON17/

-----------------------------------------

LESON(LOWER EAST SIDE ORGANIZED NEIGHBORS) and the Chinatown Working Group

TO: Marisa Lago, Director
Offce of City Planning
120 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10271
May 25, 2017

We, the undersigned, call on DCP to adopt the Chinatown Working Group rezoning plan in its entirety as the
mitigation strategy for the ongoing Two Bridges LSRD EIS. Furthermore, we call on DCP to convert the current
EIS for the Two Bridges LSRD development to an analysis of the CWG Plan.

It has been demonstrated that the proposed Megatowers cannot meet the requirements necessary to secure
the authorizations and/or special permits under Zoning Resolution Article VII, Chapter 8. Furthermore, the
developments would exacerbate the City's inability to comply with Federal and State water pollution laws,
including the Federal Clean Water Act. The adverse environmental effects of the proposed megatowers cannot
be mitigated without considering the cumulative impact of all the development happening in the
surrounding community. Therefore, it is only reasonable for DCP to adopt the Chinatown Working
Group rezoning plan in its entirety as the mitigation strategy.

The Lower East Side and Chinatown community has long faced a crisis of mass displacement and
gentrification, of which the proposed Megatowers is a prime example of. "Mitigation" of this crisis cannot be
done by rezoning the community piece by piece. Rather, such a proposal, as the history of the East Village
rezoning demonstrates, will leave most of our community unprotected and push development pressures into its
most vulnerable parts, greatly accelerating evictions, rent increases, real estate speculation and development.

DCP once rejected the Chinatown Working Group rezoning plan, claiming that it was too large in scale and too



"ambitious" to implement. In reality, there have been several rezonings passed within the last decade that are
much larger in scale and more ambitious than our own. These rezonings, which were predominantly
downzonings, include: Ozone Park- 530 blocks, Richmond Hill-Kew Gardens- 140 blocks, Richmond Hill-
Woodhaven- 229 blocks. Our request that the plan be passed is a call for equality: that our community,
predominantly low-income and people of color, be afforded the same treatment as these communities, which
majority are wealthy.

We remind DCP that the Chinatown Working Group plan was crafted over the past 8 years with overwhelming
community participation and support. Almost 60 groups participated in its creation. Thousands in the
community have signed petitions and marched to City Hall calling for the passage of the plan in its entirety.

We call on DCP:
1. Adopt the CWG plan in its entirety
2. Convert the current Two Bridges LSRD EIS to an analysis for the Chinatown Working Group plan
3. Comply with the LSRD Zoning Resolution Article VII, Chapter 8 and stop the megatowers from being
built

Please contact Tony Queylin at 1-917-613-9226 or lesorganizedneighbors@gmail.com to discuss this matter
further.

Lower East Side Organized Neighbors
Tanya Castro-Negron, Land's End II Resident Association
David Nieves, Seward Park Ext. & National Mobilization Against Sweatshops
Tony Queylin, Two Bridges Tower & National Mobilization Against Sweatshops
Zishun Ning, Chinese Staff and Workers' Association
David Tieu, Chinese Staff and Workers' Association
Richard Yuen, LES resident

and the

Chinatown Working Group

CC: Bill  de Blasio, Mayor,
Nydia Velasquez, U.S. Congresswoman, 10th District of New York
Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
Margaret Chin, City Council District 1
Carlina Rivera- City Council District 2
Brian Kavanagh, New York State Senate
Yuh-Line Niou, New York State Assembly
Corey Johnson- Chair, City Council
Robert Dobruskin, AICP, Director

Lower East Side Organized Neighbors, c/o NMASS, 345 Grand Street, New
York, NY 10002
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
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NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 31, 2018
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 

MAYOR DE BLASIO AND SPEAKER JOHNSON ANNOUNCE
ADVISORY COMMISSION TO RECOMMEND REFORMS TO NEW

YORK CITY’S PROPERTY TAX SYSTEM
 

Commission, to be co-chaired by Vicki Been and Marc Shaw, will develop
proposals to make property taxes more fair, straightforward, and transparent

 
NEW YORK—Today, Mayor de Blasio and Council Speaker Johnson
announced the formation of a new advisory commission, co-chaired by Vicki
Been and Marc Shaw, to develop recommendations to reform New York City’s
property tax system to make it simpler, clearer, and fairer, while ensuring that
there is no reduction in revenue used to fund essential City services. The
commission will solicit input from the public by holding at least 10 public
hearings. The last in-depth review of the system by a government-appointed
commission was in 1993.
 
The Commissioner of the Department of Finance Jacques Jiha, Director of the
Office of Management and Budget Melanie Hartzog, Director of the City
Council Finance Division Latonia McKinney, and Deputy Director and Chief



Economist Council Finance Division Raymond Majewski will serve as non-
voting ex-officio members. 
 
“To be the fairest big city, you need a fair tax system. For too long, New York
City taxpayers have had to grapple with a property tax system that is too opaque,
too complex, and just feels unfair,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio. “New Yorkers
need property tax reform, and this advisory commission will put us on the road
to achieve it.”
 
“This is an important first step towards addressing inequities in this city’s broken
property tax system. It is crucial that we work to bring clarity and fairness to this
process, which has long perplexed the public and left many feeling hoodwinked
by the city government tasked with representing them. The Council looks
forward to rolling up our sleeves and addressing this long-standing problem,”
said Council Speaker Corey Johnson.
 
Vicki Been is the Boxer Family Professor of Law at NYU School of Law, an
Affiliated Professor of Public Policy of the NYU Wagner Graduate School of
Public Service and Faculty Director of NYU’s Furman Center for Real Estate
and Urban Policy. Previously Been served for three years as Commissioner of
Housing Preservation and Development for the City of New York, where she led
the 2400-person agency in: designing and implementing Housing New York, a
comprehensive strategy for addressing the City’s need for affordable housing.
Been has written extensively about New York City’s property tax system and its
primary abatement and exemption programs.
 
Marc V. Shaw is the Interim Chief Operating Officer for CUNY. Shaw also
serves as the Senior Advisor to the Chancellor for Budget, Finance, and Fiscal
Policy, as well as Chair of the CUNY Institute for State and Local Governance. 
Previously, he served as a Senior Advisor to Governor David Paterson,
Executive Vice President for Strategic Planning at Extell Development Company
and First Deputy Mayor to Michael Bloomberg.
 
Also announced today, advisory commission members include:
 
Carol O’Cleireacain is an Adjunct Professor at the Milano Graduate School for
Mangement & Urban Policy at the New School, a Senior Consultant to the
Brookings Institution’s Task Force on the State Budget Crisis, and Of Counsel to
the LIATI Group, a boutique merchant bank, which focuses on public
infrastructure investments. O’Cleireacain has a long history in public service,
with appointments as Deputy Mayor for Economic Policy Planning and Strategy
(Detroit), Deputy State Treasurer (NJ), Director of the NYC Mayor’s Office of
Management & Budget, and Commissioner of the NYC Department of Finance.
 
Felice Michetti is Chairperson and CEO of Grenadier Realty Corp, one of the
largest affordable housing owner and operators in New York State. Michetti also
serves on the board of the Community Preservation Corporation. Previously, she
served as Commissioner of the Department of Housing Preservation under
Mayors Dinkins and Giuliani. Michetti served as First Deputy Commissioner of
the Department of Housing Preservation under Mayor Koch.



 
James Parrott is Director of Economic and Fiscal Policies at The Center for
New York City Affairs at The New School. In previous positions, Parrott worked
for the Fiscal Policy Institute, the Office of the State Deputy Comptroller for
New York City, the City of New York (as chief economist for economic
development), and for the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union.
 
Gary Rodney is Chairman of City Real Estate Advisors (CREA LLC), a low-
income housing tax credit syndicator. As Chairman, Rodney works with the
senior management team of CREA and its partners to help finance quality
affordable housing in cities across the country. Prior to assuming this role,
Rodney served as the President of the New York City Housing Development
Corporation.
 
Elizabeth Velez is President and Chief Contract Administrator of the Velez
Organization and is on a number of construction-related boards, including the
New York Building Congress, the National Hispanic Business Group, the
Association of Minority Enterprises of New York (AMENY), the Mayor's
Commission on Construction Opportunity, the Board of ACE Mentor of New
York and the NYC Department of Business Services Advisory Board. 
 
The advisory commission will evaluate all aspects of the current property tax
system with an eye to transparency, efficiency and fairness.  Its comprehensive
review will include, but not be limited to:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The tax classification system;
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The methods of determining property

market values and assessments;
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Treatment of property value increases;
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Relief for low-income and senior

homeowners; and
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Method of calculating tax rates.

 
The advisory commission’s recommendations may include changes that could be
made at the City level, as well as those that would require state legislation.  The
commission will also review comparable property tax systems across the nation,
including different methods for property valuation and homeowner protections.
 
Property taxes are an important component of a local government’s tax base – in
New York City, they make up 45 percent of the local tax base – and are essential
to quality service delivery.  New York City’s current property tax system is set
forth in state law and has been in existence for nearly four decades.  Its complex
structure classifies properties into multiple categories, referred to as tax classes,
and contains provisions that govern fractional assessments, market valuation
restrictions, and caps on growth, among other things.  Application of the various
provisions of state law can result in differences in taxes paid on properties,
which may become more pronounced with the passage of time.
 
“New York City’s property tax system has long been the subject of criticism and



controversy,” said Commission Co-Chair Vicki Been. “I look forward to the
opportunity to work with Mayor de Blasio, the City Council, Co-Chair Marc
Shaw, and this smart, thoughtful, balanced, and pragmatic group of experts to
propose reforms to make the system fairer for all New Yorkers.”
 
“Twenty five years ago, I served on a joint commission to address the city’s tax
system. Much has changed since then and many issues have arisen that need to
be resolved. I applaud Mayor de Blasio and City Council Speaker Corey Johnson
for committing themselves to the difficult task of reforming the system together.
It won’t be easy, but the cooperative nature of this joint commission indicates to
me that both sides are serious about the need for change. I am honored to be a
part of this commission and excited to begin the hard work necessary to enact
change,” said Commission Co-Chair Mark Shaw.
 
“As the Commissioner of the City agency responsible for administering the NYC
property tax, I look forward to assisting the Commission in its mission to study
the property tax system and make recommendations to make the property tax
system fairer, more predictable and more transparent,” said Department of
Finance Commissioner Jacques Jiha.
 
“The City is taking a hard look at our property tax system to ensure that
hardworking taxpayers – our fellow New Yorkers – are being treated fairly. Our
goal is to provide more transparency to a system that has for decades left New
Yorkers in confusion,” said Office of Management and Budget Director
Melanie Hartzog. “This commission will provide much needed clarity for
homeowners and help us take steps to create a fairer city.”
 
“Property tax reform is one of the most pressing issues facing New York today
and has been a focus of the Council Finance Division for decades. The current
system is in many ways unfair and fails to meet the needs of everyday New
Yorkers. This joint Commission will seek to answer the classic questions of tax
policy; can we make the system fairer? Can we make it work better with the
City’s economy? Can we make it more transparent and easier for the public to
understand? We look forward to finding solutions that can have a direct impact
for homeowners,” said Council Finance Division Director Latonia McKinney.
 
“It has been a quarter century since the City last took a systematic look at its
property tax system, and there is bipartisan consensus in the Council that such a
look is long overdue. And while we all agree the work is necessary, we also
know it won’t be easy. Our goal is to address years of inequities while remaining
revenue neutral. I am honored to be part of this ambitious undertaking, and
excited to begin finding solutions that help New York,” said Deputy Director
and Chief Economist Council Finance Division Raymond Majewski.
 
“Throughout the budget process we have heard over and over again about the
financial pain caused by the unfair and overly complex property tax system
currently in place. We simply must do better. This is an opportunity to make real
strides on an important issue as we work to improve this system for our
neighbors and the entire city,” said City Council Member Daniel Dromm,
Chair of the Council’s Finance Committee.



 
“For years, my colleagues and I have been pushing for a commission to address
the glaring inequities of this city’s arcane property tax system. Today, we finally
begin that process. While I expect this will be neither fast nor easy, I am hopeful
that at the end of this process this advisory commission will propose some
meaningful, long-term solutions to make this city’s property tax system more fair
and just. I am grateful for Speaker Johnson's strong support on this issue and to
Mayor de Blasio for working with us to make this happen,” said Council
Minority Leader Steven Matteo.
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