
 

withheld in full or in part

produced or withheld





Page No. AKPD
1 Mayor, Peter Ragone, Lindsay Scola
4 Laura Santucci
69 Peter Ragone
91 Emma Wolfe
125 Mayor
127 Mayor
128 Mayor
129 Mayor
130 Mayor
134 Mayor, Ben Furnas
135 Mayor
138 Mayor
139 Peter Ragone
157 Mayor
178 Peter Ragone
181 Peter Ragone
216 Patrick Gaspard
223 Daniel Goldstein; Unknown
249 Daniel Goldstein; Unknown
270 Bill Hyers
271 Bill Hyers
275 Daniel Goldstein
277 Daniel Goldstein
278 Daniel Goldstein
288 Patrick Gaspard
289 Patrick Gaspard
290 Patrick Gaspard
312 Emma Wolfe
313 Emma Wolfe
315 Mayor
316 Mayor
324 Mayor
332 Mayor
355 Emma Wolfe
356 Emma Wolfe
358 Emma Wolfe
363 Emma Wolfe
367 Emma Wolfe
413 Mayor
418 Mayor
419 Bill Hyers
443 Dominic Williams, Peter Ragone
448 Adam Cohen

450
Laura Santucci, Dominic Williams, Mahen 
Gunaratna, Patrick Gaspard, Adam Cohen

452 Adam Cohen



Page No. AKPD
456 Adam Cohen
460 Adam Cohen

461
Patrick Gaspard, Laura Santucci, Dominic Williams, 
Mahen Gunaratna, Adam Cohen

476 Dominic Williams
477 Adam Cohen
478 Adam Cohen
479 Adam Cohen
480 Adam Cohen
481 Adam Cohen

484
Mahen Gunaratna, Adam Cohen, Laura Santucci, 
Dominic Williams

485
Patrick Gaspard, Laura Santucci, Dominic Williams, 
Adam Cohen

486 Adam Cohen

487
Patrick Gaspard, Laura Santucci, Dominic Williams, 
Adam Cohen

491 Adam Cohen

492
Patrick Gaspard, Laura Santucci, Dominic Williams, 
Adam Cohen

499 Adam Cohen
555 Adam Cohen
577 Patrick Gaspard
579 Patrick Gaspard
581 Patrick Gaspard
583 Patrick Gaspard
585 Patrick Gaspard
600 Gabriel Schnake-Mahl
629 Maria Gindler
746 Jon Fromowitz
758 Jon Fromowitz
784 Jon Fromowitz
882 Monica Hanley, Elana Leopold
883 Monica Hanley, Elana Leopold
925 Monica Hanley, Elana Leopold
1418 Mayor
1420 Mayor
1821 Mayor
1828 Mayor
1860 James Patchett, Alicia Glen, Dominic Williams
1862 Gabriel Schnake-Mahl
1863 James Patchett, Alicia Glen, Dominic Williams
1987 Mayor
1988 Mayor
1989 Robert Hunter, Mayor
2092 Emma Wolfe



Page No. AKPD
2118 Alicia Glen
2191 Mayor, Emma Wolfe
2213 Anthony Shorris, Andrea Hagelgans
2214 Anthony Shorris, Andrea Hagelgans
2216 Anthony Shorris, Andrea Hagelgans
2218 Anthony Shorris, Andrea Hagelgans

2410
Elana Leopold, Andrea Hagelgans, Mahen 
Gunaratna

2411 Elana Leopold
2419 Elana Leopold
2420 Elana Leopold
2424 Elana Leopold, Michael Carey
2438 Mayor
2453 Pamela Stamoulis
2502 Mayor
2539 Ross Offinger
2540 Elana Leopold, Aaron Pickrell
2541 Aaron Pickrell
2563 Roxanne John
2565 Roxanne John
2568 Elana Leopold
2569 Elana Leopold
2571 Roxanne John
2584 Aaron Pickrell
2586 Roxanne John
2616 Aaron Pickrell, Stephanie Yazgi
2630 Mayor
2632 Mayor
2634 Aaron Pickrell
2639 Stephanie Yazgi, Aaron Pickrell
2640 Aaron Pickrell
2655 Aaron Pickrell
2656 Aaron Pickrell
2763 Aaron Pickrell
2860 Aaron Pickrell
2899 Stephanie Yazgi
2906 Aaron Pickrell
2936 Aaron Pickrell
2958 Stephanie Yazgi
2995 Mayor
3001 Mayor
3044 Hayley Prim
3063 Alicia Glen
3072 Alicia Glen, Dean Fuleihan
3073 Alicia Glen, Dean Fuleihan, Dominic Williams
3074 Alicia Glen



Page No. AKPD
3086 Alicia Glen, Dean Fuleihan
3087 Alicia Glen, Dean Fuleihan, Dominic Williams
3088 Alicia Glen
3089 Alicia Glen
3107 Alicia Glen, Dean Fuleihan, Dominic Williams
3109 Alicia Glen, Dean Fuleihan, Dominic Williams
3110 Alicia Glen
3149 Mayor
3202 Hayley Prim
3203 Mahen Gunaratna
3208 Aaron Pickrell
3213 Hayley Prim, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis
3215 Aaron Pickrell
3238 Aaron Pickrell, John Davis
3248 Aaron Pickrell, John Davis
3277 John Davis, Hayley Prim
3288 Aaron Pickrell, Hayley Prim
3310 John Davis, Hayley Prim
3321 Hayley Prim
3347 John Davis, Hayley Prim
3349 Hayley Prim
3351 Aaron Pickrell, John Davis

3354
Hayley Prim, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Jeani 
Murray

3361 Hayley Prim, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis
3364 Hayley Prim, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis

3367
Hayley Prim, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Jeani 
Murray

3370 Hayley Prim, Aaron Pickrell
3371 Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Jeani Murray
3375 Hayley Prim, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis

3378
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3383
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3388
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3389
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3394 Hayley Prim
3398 Hayley Prim
3405 Hayley Prim
3407 Hayley Prim

3413
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3419 Hayley Prim



Page No. AKPD

3424
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3427 Jeani Murray

3436
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3439 John Davis, Aaron Pickrell, Jeani Murray
3444 Aaron Pickrell
3449 Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Jeani Murray
3452 Hayley Prim

3472
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3479 Hayley Prim
3518 Rebecca Katz
3525 Rebecca Katz
3551 Hayley Prim, Elana Leopold
3564 Hayley Prim
3565 Hayley Prim
3571 Hayley Prim
3573 Hayley Prim
3576 Hayley Prim
3577 Hayley Prim

3579
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3580
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3589 Hayley Prim
3592 Hayley Prim
3593 Hayley Prim
3594 Hayley Prim
3602 Aaron Pickrell
3615 Aaron Pickrell
3636 Ross Offinger, Chrystia Freeland

3640
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3646 Rebecca Katz

3656
Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley 
Prim

3688 Hayley Prim
3691 Hayley Prim
3694 Hayley Prim
3736 Hayley Prim
3739 Rebecca Katz
3743 Hayley Prim
3750 Rebecca Katz
3754 Hayley Prim
3764 Hayley Prim



Page No. AKPD
3769 Hayley Prim
3770 Hayley Prim

3779
Jeani Murray, John Davis, Hayley Prim, Aaron 
Pickrell

3780 Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis
3781 Hayley Prim, Elana Leopold

3795
Jeani Murray, John Davis, Hayley Prim, Aaron 
Pickrell

3796 Jeani Murray, Aaron Pickrell, John Davis

3797
Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley Prim, Elana 
Leopold

3816 Hayley Prim
3838 Hayley Prim
3945 Hayley Prim
3967 Jeani Murray
3987 Hayley Prim
3988 Hayley Prim
3989 Hayley Prim
3991 Hayley Prim
4024 Hayley Prim
4063 Aaron Pickrell
4070 Hayley Prim

4072
Hayley Prim, John Davis, Jeani Murray, Aaron 
Pickrell

4073
Hayley Prim, John Davis, Jeani Murray, Aaron 
Pickrell

4074
Aaron Pickrell, John Davis, Hayley Prim, Elana 
Leopold

4083 Aaron Pickrell
4097 Aaron Pickrell
4098 Aaron Pickrell
4103 Aaron Pickrell
4123 Jeani Murray
4128 Jeani Murray
4129 Jeani Murray
4130 Jeani Murray

4141
Aaron Pickrell, Hayley Prim, Jeani Murray, John 
Davis, Rebecca Katz

4143 Hayley Prim
4144 Jeani Murray
4159 Hayley Prim
4173 Hayley Prim
4190 Hayley Prim
4192 Hayley Prim
4194 Hayley Prim
4202 Hayley Prim



Page No. AKPD
4203 Hayley Prim
4214 Hayley Prim
4246 Hayley Prim
4247 Hayley Prim
4248 Hayley Prim
4310 Hayley Prim
4312 Hayley Prim
4407 Peter Ragone
4422 Peter Ragone
4463 Peter Ragone
4484 Hayley Prim
4486 Hayley Prim
4489 Hayley Prim
4512 Hayley Prim
4523 Hayley Prim
4540 Stephen Lerner
4555 Hayley Prim
4607 Hayley Prim
4608 Hayley Prim
4610 Hayley Prim
4656 Aaron Pickrell
4657 Aaron Pickrell, Hayley Prim
4658 Aaron Pickrell, Hayley Prim
4660 Aaron Pickrell, Hayley Prim
4738 Hayley Prim
4823 Stephen Lerner
5083 John Del Cecato
5090 John Del Cecato
5188 John Del Cecato
5264 Aaron Pickrell
5267 Ronalie de Alwis, Aaron Pickrell
5596 John Del Cecato
5597 John Del Cecato
5664 John Del Cecato
5665 John Del Cecato
5668 John Del Cecato
5953 Hayley Prim
6069 Tom Harkin
6070 Tom Harkin
6201 Karen Hinton
6204 Karen Hinton
6206 Karen Hinton
6207 Karen Hinton
6210 Karen Hinton
6211 Karen Hinton
6214 Mayor



Page No. AKPD
6215 Mayor
6396 Geri Prado 
6398 Geri Prado 
6400 Geri Prado 
6403 Geri Prado 
6405 Geri Prado 
6407 Geri Prado 
6408 Geri Prado 
6490 Geri Prado 
6614 Geri Prado 
6642 Mayor
6653 Geri Prado 
6748 Geri Prado 
6749 Geri Prado 
6802 Geri Prado 
6964 Javier Gonzales 
6988 Geri Prado 
7004 Geri Prado 
7102 Maureen Salter 
7112 Maureen Salter 
7179 Gabrielle Fialkoff 
7181 Gabrielle Fialkoff 
7183 Gabrielle Fialkoff 
7192 Maureen Salter 
7197 Gabrielle Fialkoff 
7208 Gabrielle Fialkoff 
7231 Gabrielle Fialkoff 
7249 Emma Wolfe 
7252 Mayor
7266 Emma Wolfe 
7270 Emma Wolfe 
7279 Maureen Salter 
7317 Emma Wolfe 
7789 Geri Prado 
8234 Maya Wiley 
8280 John Del Cecato
8331 John Del Cecato
8569 Geri Prado 
8628 Geri Prado 
8668 Geri Prado 
8669 Geri Prado 
8676 Geri Prado 
8677 Geri Prado 
8678 Geri Prado 
8685 Geri Prado 
8686 Geri Prado 



Page No. AKPD
8689 Geri Prado 
8690 Geri Prado 
8691 Geri Prado 
8694 Geri Prado 
8695 Geri Prado 
8696 Geri Prado 
8719 Geri Prado 
8720 Geri Prado 
8725 Geri Prado 
8726 Geri Prado 
8731 Geri Prado 
8732 Geri Prado 
8738 Geri Prado 
8739 Geri Prado 
8740 Geri Prado 
9023 Geri Prado, Ariel Hayes 
9029 Geri Prado, Ariel Hayes 
9051 Ariel Hayes 
9052 Ariel Hayes 
9053 Ariel Hayes 
9119 Unknown
9461 Andrea Hagelgans 
9464 John Del Cecato
9588 Kayla Arslanian
9623 Ariel Hayes
9906 Geri Prado
10092 Mayor
10115 Maya Wiley
10119 Geri Prado
10127 Geri Prado
10129 Maya Wiley
10139 Geri Prado
10140 Geri Prado
10344 Geri Prado
10350 Geri Prado
10375 Mayor
10376 Unknown
10426 Geri Prado
10427 Geri Prado
10428 Geri Prado
10429 Geri Prado
10430 Geri Prado
10431 Geri Prado
10466 Geri Prado
10473 Geri Prado
10487 Geri Prado



Page No. AKPD
10488 Geri Prado
10505 Ross Offinger
10582 Geri Prado
10614 Geri Prado
10633 Geri Prado
10685 Geri Prado
10686 Geri Prado
10687 Geri Prado
10765 Geri Prado
10979 Mayor
11052 Kaja Trime, Kevin O'Brien, Mike Casca, Andrea 

Hagelgans, Dominic Williams, Jonathan Fromowitz, 
Eric Phillips, Emma Wolfe

11053 Marti Adams Baker





Subject: FW: NYC Mayor

Mr. Mayor,
I hope you are having fun so far.  You will be happy to hear that in my 20 years living in NYC, I have 
never had a Democratic Mayor, OR seen a mayor shovel his own sidewalk.  ;)

The email below is an invitation from the Ohio Democratic Party for you to speak at their annual 
dinner.  My friend is the ED there and wanted me to forward this to you.  His name is Bill Demora 
and you can have your scheduler reach out to him directly if you are interested. 
 
G

Gregory D. Atkins

Brooklyn Hotel Group, LLC
Partner
ga@brooklynhotelgroup.com
www.brooklynhotelgroup.com

V3 Hotels
President
greg.atkins@v3hotels.com
www.v3hotels.com

mobile 917.971.5749
Follow me @gregory_atkins

Think Green; do you really need to print this email?

NOTICE: This E-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521, is 
confidential,  and may be legally privileged. The information is solely for the use of  the addressee named above. If you are not the 
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or other use of  the contents of  this  information is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this  e-mail in error, please notify us by return e-mail and delete this  message.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Greg,

I hope this message finds you well...

I wanted to follow up with you about contacting your Mayor to speak in Ohio in March for
our State Dem Party Spring Dinner.



I am the contact person at my cell number or this email.

Bill



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thank you for writing.
Please send your request to the office at pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov.
Thank you.
 
Angela Banks
Mayor’s Press Office

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Angela, just following up. Any way you can help with this?
 
From: Mahen Gunaratna [mailto  
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 1:56 PM
To: Robert Munoz
Cc: Banks, Angela
Subject: Re: Getting into city hall



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Rob, looping you with Angela who will give the names below to the guards. Pls let her know when
this shoot will be and anything you need from our staff, and whether this will be indoor or out.
 
Ty!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey Monica,
 
Any updates on this? JDC wants to email Phil, but I told him you had it covered.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 16, 2014, at 3:05 PM, "Robert Munoz" <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Hey Monica,
 
The photographers names are: Buck Ennis and Duncan Hall from Crain’s. I don’t think
anyone on the City Hall side is handling it. They just wanted to be able to get past the
guards so they can take a pic on the city hall grounds.  Don’t think they’re going to be
covering BDB or anything related to the admin aside from the biographical relation he
has to JDC.
 

From: Mayor's Press Office [mailto:pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2014 3:00 PM
To: Robert Munoz; Mayor's Press Office
Subject: RE: Crain's NY Photography at City Hall Monday the 20th at 1PM
 
Hey Rob it’s Monica. Looping Angela.
RM – can  you give us the names from the photog? Also who is handling this photo
shoot on the City Hall side?
If you give names to Angela she can add to guard’s list
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 



Angela Banks told me to e-mail this address, so hopefully this gets through:
 
Crain's  wants to do an article on AKPD Message and Media and John Del Cecato,  but
they want to take the pictures in front of city hall(as a backdrop). The photographer
said he and his crew need to get on the list the guards have, so they can bring their
equipment. Is there any way this can be done for nMonday at 1PM?
 
The names of the photographers are: Buck Ennis and Duncan Ball.  Thanks for the help!



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi Rob,
It is my understanding that all you need is permission to shoot in the Plaza of City Hall at 1pm - 2pm.
The photographers are Buck Ennis and Duncan Hall from Crain’s.
It is all that you need?
-
Angela Banks
Mayor’s Press Office
212-788-2958

 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Rob, looping you with Angela who will give the names below to the guards. Pls let her know when
this shoot will be and anything you need from our staff, and whether this will be indoor or out.
 
Ty!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Okay, thanks.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Woops made a slight mistake on that email. The number for Buck Ennis and Duncan Ball is 

.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 17, 2014, at 2:48 PM, "Banks, Angela" <abanks@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

GREAT. Thanks.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
My info:
Robert Munoz
rmunoz@akpdmedia.com

 
John Del Cecato
jfdc@akpdmedia.com

 
Photographers:
Buck Ennis and Duncan Ball

Bennis@crainsnewyork.com
 
 
 
 

From: Banks, Angela [mailto:abanks@cityhall.nyc.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2014 2:07 PM
To: Robert Munoz



Subject: please submit cell numbers for the 2 photographers, and email addresses, and
your cell.
 
Thanks.
 
Angela Banks
Mayor’s Press Office
Director of  Operations
abanks@cityhall.nyc.gov
212-788-2958 - Main
212-788-4878 - Direct

 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

John,
 
I think speech prep might get pulled down. Will make a call here by 1:30.
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hey John,
 
Just wanted to let you know the Mayor is running behind schedule and may start to eat into the
allotted speech prep time.
 
You should be on standby to come in and we should have a better sense in the hour.
 
But Lindsay suggests you should still meet with Peter, regardless if the Mayor can attend or not.
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
The Daily Show prep for tomorrow has been canceled but we still have State of the City speech prep
slotted at 2PM-3:30PM at City Hall.
 
Rob,
Does this work on John’s calendar?
 



Please let me know if you have any issues.
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hi John,
 
You guys are slotted for:
 
Friday 1/24 -
 
Daily Show prep:              3:00PM – 4:00PM
Speech prep:                     7:30PM – 9:00PM
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Ok thanks.. Rob - if we have to move the Brooklyn deal, so be it
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 8:56 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"



<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Time with the Mayor
 
Think the timing will be 3-4 and 7:30 – 8:00pm
 
Confirmed times tomorrow
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Sounds good… All I have is a 3pm meeting in Brooklyn - is that right Rob?  And I can move that if need be
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 8:44 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Time with the Mayor
 
I am moving speech prep to Friday as well. We will get you updated times. There will likle be a 2hr
gap between them so please let us know if you need space to work here/ wifi etc.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Yes… Peter gave me some direction, but I don’t want to go too far down the wrong road if you guys have
specific goals beyond what I’ve been given… 
 
But I’m also happy to just complete a draft as a working document & then the Mayor & Peter & the team
can just hack it up & tell me what to change, if that’s best
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 7:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Time with the Mayor
 



Draft for speech? Ill connect with Peter. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Thanks Lindsay… I’m scheduled to be in Philly for a client tomorrow night, but Friday & Sunday are free… 
 
Still working on first draft … Should I have that ready in advance of Friday - or are you thinking the Mayor
wants to talk it through first?
 
 
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 7:00 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Time with the Mayor
 
Hi Jon,
 
I have a few things for you this week.
 
We are going to do speech prep from 6:00 – 7:30 tomorrow at City Hall or the State of the City.
 
We are going to do Daily Show Prep from 6:00 – 7:00pm on Friday.
 
And TBD Planning meeting with the Mayor on Sunday.
 
My team will get you finalized times.
 
Best,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sounds good

From: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, January 24, 2014 at 1:16 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz 
<rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Time with the Mayor

Hey John,
 
Just wanted to let you know the Mayor is running behind schedule and may start to eat into the 
allotted speech prep time.
 
You should be on standby to come in and we should have a better sense in the hour.
 
But Lindsay suggests you should still meet with Peter, regardless if the Mayor can attend or not.
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
The Daily Show prep for tomorrow has been canceled but we still have State of the City speech prep 
slotted at 2PM-3:30PM at City Hall.
 
Rob,
Does this work on John’s calendar?
 
Please let me know if you have any issues.
 



Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hi John,
 
You guys are slotted for:
 
Friday 1/24 -
 
Daily Show prep:              3:00PM – 4:00PM
Speech prep:                     7:30PM – 9:00PM
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Ok thanks.. Rob - if we have to move the Brooklyn deal, so be it
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 8:56 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" 
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Time with the Mayor



 
Think the timing will be 3-4 and 7:30 – 8:00pm
 
Confirmed times tomorrow
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Sounds good… All I have is a 3pm meeting in Brooklyn - is that right Rob?  And I can move that if need be
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 8:44 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" 
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Time with the Mayor
 
I am moving speech prep to Friday as well. We will get you updated times. There will likle be a 2hr 
gap between them so please let us know if you need space to work here/ wifi etc.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Yes… Peter gave me some direction, but I don’t want to go too far down the wrong road if you guys have 
specific goals beyond what I’ve been given… 
 
But I’m also happy to just complete a draft as a working document & then the Mayor & Peter & the team 
can just hack it up & tell me what to change, if that’s best
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 7:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" 
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Time with the Mayor
 
Draft for speech? Ill connect with Peter. 
 



From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Thanks Lindsay… I’m scheduled to be in Philly for a client tomorrow night, but Friday & Sunday are free… 
 
Still working on first draft … Should I have that ready in advance of Friday - or are you thinking the Mayor 
wants to talk it through first?
 
 
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 7:00 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Raymond Chao <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Time with the Mayor
 
Hi Jon,
 
I have a few things for you this week.
 
We are going to do speech prep from 6:00 – 7:30 tomorrow at City Hall or the State of the City.
 
We are going to do Daily Show Prep from 6:00 – 7:00pm on Friday.
 
And TBD Planning meeting with the Mayor on Sunday.
 
My team will get you finalized times.
 
Best,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi,
 
Please note that the Planning Meeting in the Mayor’s Office on Sunday 1/26 has a time change:
 
It will now take place 12:30PM – 2:00PM.
 
Please let me know of any issues.
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting in the Outer Ceremonial room on Sunday 1/26 at 1:15PM.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi,
 
The Planning Meeting in the Outer Ceremonial room on Sunday 1/26 has been changed back to the
original time.
 
The meeting will be 1:15 – 3:00 PM.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi,
 
Please note that the Planning Meeting in the Mayor’s Office on Sunday 1/26 has a time change:
 
It will now take place 12:30PM – 2:00PM.
 
Please let me know of any issues.
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325



 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting in the Outer Ceremonial room on Sunday 1/26 at 1:15PM.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

No it is still here. I will let security know
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Has it also been moved to 250 Broadway?  The guard at the gate told me that - won't let me in

On Jan 26, 2014, at 12:49 PM, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Hello all,
 
The 1:15pm Planning Meeting with the Mayor in the COW has been pushed back to
1:45pm. Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I let the guards know. They will let you in.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Has it also been moved to 250 Broadway?  The guard at the gate told me that - won't let me in

On Jan 26, 2014, at 12:49 PM, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Hello all,
 
The 1:15pm Planning Meeting with the Mayor in the COW has been pushed back to
1:45pm. Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

The Planning meeting will start at 1:55PM in the Outer Ceremonial.
 
Thanks
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi,
 
The Planning Meeting in the Outer Ceremonial room on Sunday 1/26 has been changed back to the
original time.
 
The meeting will be 1:15 – 3:00 PM.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:



Subject:
 
Hi,
 
Please note that the Planning Meeting in the Mayor’s Office on Sunday 1/26 has a time change:
 
It will now take place 12:30PM – 2:00PM.
 
Please let me know of any issues.
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting in the Outer Ceremonial room on Sunday 1/26 at 1:15PM.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hey Rob,
 
Is John free tomorrow night at 6PM for Daily Show prep?
 
Just checking with you before I send the invite out.
 
Tx,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Rough sketch to get ideas going.
 
Thoughts welcome



Previous Daily Show Interviews 

Successful Interviews: 

Condoleeza Rice: Rice told funny, anecdotal stories in a light tone without attempting to make 
jokes of her own. When Stewart was critical of her, she calmly and humbly responded with her 
talking points.

Austan Goolsbee: Goolsbee maintained a lively and light demeanor. He didn’t take himself too 
seriously and made self-deprecating jokes about the government while acknowledging it was 
tough. He smiled throughout, sat up straight, and didn’t get defensive when Stewart was critical.

Elizabeth Warren: Warren didn’t attempt to lighten what’s at stake for comedic purposes or riff 
off of Stewart’s jokes and consistently went straight back to her message with every response. 

Chuck Schumer: Schumer laughed heartily at Jon Stewart’s jokes and avoided his own 
additional wisecracks. He kept pivoting back to his message.

Flat Interviews:

Mike Huckabee: Huckabee attempted to make jokes both on his own and in response to 
Stewart, and they generally fell flat and Stewart and the audience both did not respond 
positively. 

President Obama: Stewart was tough on Obama. Obama stuck to his message, but almost 
robotically and without the emotion/humility of what’s at stake, which made him come off 
arrogantly. He was also slouching and looking down a lot throughout the interview. He didn’t 
smile enough.  

Chris Matthews: Matthews was too aggressive and defensive and almost hyper in an attempt to 
try to be funny when Stewart was critical of him. 



 

Jon Stewart’s previous statements on New York City/Policy Areas 

Jon Stewart on ForkGate:

Aside from the piece on Stewart getting angry at the idea of NYC Mayor eating pizza with a 
fork, Stewart has a history of being a “pizza purist,” attacking Trump for eating Pizza with a fork 
and mocking Chicago deep-dish pizzas, calling them casseroles, since they are eaten with a fork 
and knife. 

Jon Stewart after BdB Primary Win:  

Stewart asked to be adopted by the de Blasio family and did a Dante riff where he wore an afro 
wig. He also gushed over the smackdown.  

Jon Stewart on Pre-K:

After last year’s State of the Union, Stewart mocked Republicans for not supporting UPK and 
wanting to spend money on the military over the obvious choice of education. 

Stewart on Bloomberg: 

Stewart has mocked Bloomberg for the Soda Ban on multiple episodes. 
Stewart commended Bloomberg and Cuomo’s leadership during Sandy.  

Stewart on Stop and Frisk:

Stewart didn’t challenge Ray Kelly on merits of Stop and Frisk and noted that it’s tough to tread 
boundaries on policing with respect to public safety. He also noted that NYC currently feels safer 
than it used to.  



Q&A

Q: Why do you hate rich people? 

A: I have so much faith in New York City’s wealthy residents that I’m trusting them with our 
city’s future – they’re about to make sure every New York City four-year-olds gets access to pre-
k! 

Q: Do you hate the Upper East Side?

A: I’m about to move up there, so I hope I can fit in.  

Q: What is the secret behind Dante’s afro?

A:   

Q: Who came up with the smackdown? Will you perform it right now?

A: My Cousin Vinnie came up with it and he and Chiara taught it to me at the West Indian Day 
Parade. Do you want me to teach you how to do it?  

Q: Can you please defend eating pizza with a fork and knife?

A: [Take out pizza + fork and knife?] In fact, I can demonstrate it for you right now.  

Q: Sandinistas

A: 

Q: What’s up with your bromance with the Governor?  Do you secretly really hate him?  
You can tell me.

A: 

Q: Are you and Gov. Christie secretly besties?



Do’s and Don’ts 

Do:

- Make self-deprecating jokes
- Smile throughout the interview 
- Laugh at Jon Stewart’s jokes 
- Make eye contact with both Jon Stewart and audience 
- Pivot to your message with a smile when Jon Stewart is critical of you

Don’t:

- Wisecrack off of Jon Stewart’s jokes 
- Lean into the table between you and Jon Stewart 
- Take yourself too seriously 

Brainstorming Ideas: 

- Bring pizza 
- Bring fork and knife in pocket to eat a pizza in case Jon Stewart provides one 
- Demonstrate shoveling technique   
- Make Jon Stewart learn/perform smackdown with you if he asks you to perform 
- Self deprecating jokes – 

o “All the people on my payroll think I’m hilarious” 
o “I’m the funniest person in my household, my wife tells me that everyday” 
o “Dante doesn’t get up before 10, I guess he learned that from me” 
o Joke about being late – 

Announce the Mayor and he doesn’t come out?  
Or note that he’s actually on time when he gets on stage

o Only walk out to Royals? 

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
Just a reminder that the Daily Show prep will be in the Mayor’s Office at 6PM.
 
For Ken:
 
Dial-in Number:    Code: 
 
If we are running behind schedule, I will let you know.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
Just a reminder that the Speech prep meeting will be in the Mayor’s Office at 7PM.
 
If you need to dial in, please notify me and I will send the information for the phone line and code.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Looking to start at 6:15PM. 

---------- 
Sent from mobile device, pardon any errors.

From
Sent
To

Cc
Subject

Hi all,
 
Just a reminder that the Daily Show prep will be in the Mayor’s Office at 6PM.
 
For Ken:
 
Dial-in Number:    Code: 
 
If we are running behind schedule, I will let you know.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I might be flying then. Still working on flights.

From
Sent
To

Cc
Subject

Hello all,
 

There will be a Planning Meeting with the Mayor on Sunday, February 2nd  from 4:00pm-5:30pm in
the Mayor’s Outer-Ceremonial Office at City Hall. Please let me know if this time doesn’t work for
you.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

i’ll be out of the country so won’t be able to join for this one

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 at 7:01 PM
To: Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Dom 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Santucci, Laura" <LSantucci@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca 
Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris 
<AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Griffith, Chantell" <CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: 2/2 Planning Meeting with the Mayor

Hello all,
 

There will be a Planning Meeting with the Mayor on Sunday, February 2nd  from 4:00pm-5:30pm in 
the Mayor’s Outer-Ceremonial Office at City Hall. Please let me know if this time doesn’t work for 
you.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Please send a planner

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Hello,
 
We are adding a Daily Show prep session tomorrow from 5pm-6pm at City Hall. We will conclude
promptly at 6pm so everyone can make it home for the Super Bowl. Please let me know if you can
make it or dial in.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Adding Lindsay onto this thread.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
We can go forward with daily show prep. Ken if you can join for daily show that would be great. 

JDC I will circle back with you on SoC. Lindsay, we might use the time for policy prep/teleprompter
and we get back to written speech on Tuesday.

Ill call you when I land.

 



From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
I'll be out of the country from Fri til Mon so I can't make either -and those are my travel days so
can't call in

On Jan 30, 2014, at 12:33 PM, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Hello,
 
There will be two prep sessions with the Mayor in anticipation of his appearance on
the Daily Show with Jon Stewart (2/3/13). Please let me know if you cannot make these
sessions. Both sessions will be held at City Hall. If you are unable to make it but can dial
in, please let me know and I will provide a dial in.
 
Friday 1/31:
1:00pm-2:00pm
 
Monday 2/3:
12:30pm-2:30pm
 
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

That's just mean! 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Hello,
 
Sorry this prep session is now cancelled for tomorrow. Thanks and enjoy
your weekend.
 
Best,
 
Stefan
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Hello,
 
We are adding a Daily Show prep session tomorrow from 5pm-6pm at
City Hall. We will conclude promptly at 6pm so everyone can make it
home for the Super Bowl. Please let me know if you can make it or dial in.
 



Thanks,
 
Stefan
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Adding Lindsay onto this thread.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
We can go forward with daily show prep. Ken if you can join for daily
show that would be great. 

JDC I will circle back with you on SoC. Lindsay, we might use the time for
policy prep/teleprompter and we get back to written speech on Tuesday.

Ill call you when I land.

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
I'll be out of the country from Fri til Mon so I can't make either -and those
are my travel days so can't call in

On Jan 30, 2014, at 12:33 PM, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Hello,
 
There will be two prep sessions with the Mayor in
anticipation of his appearance on the Daily Show with Jon
Stewart (2/3/13). Please let me know if you cannot make



these sessions. Both sessions will be held at City Hall. If you
are unable to make it but can dial in, please let me know and
I will provide a dial in.
 
Friday 1/31:
1:00pm-2:00pm
 
Monday 2/3:
12:30pm-2:30pm
 
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

All-
 
Please hold 6:30 – 8:30pm on Wednesday for a planning meeting with BdB, this will make up for the
cancelled meeting on Sunday. We are going to do it in a nearby restaurant, will have the details to
you shortly.
 
Please let me know if you cannot not attend.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Great thank you Rob.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Yes this works for John 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 3, 2014, at 6:48 PM, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

John,
 
Please see below. Does this work on your schedule tomorrow?

Thanks!
 
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Hello,

We are tentatively scheduling speech prep for tomorrow with the Mayor at 6:00pm in
the Mayor’s office. Please let me know if this time doesn’t work for you.
 



Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Good stuff
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hi all—For speech prep tonight at night at 6:45, I wanted to offer to coordinate dinner for all of you.
Each  member of the meeting will need to pay for their own meal, but I will take care of placing the
order and making sure it gets here on time.
 
Last night for the budget meeting, we brought in Dig Inn, attached here, enough options to
accommodate most—but if you have a strong preference for something else let me know.
 
If you would like me to order something for you tonight, please let me know by 4pm.
 
Thanks so much,
Hayley
 
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



Back to Main Menu
Build your own

Marketplate
Please follow the instructions below to build your plate. Some quick tips:

Click on the item name to pull up nutritional info and a bigger pic.

Click anywhere else on the item to add it to your plate.

Add more than 1 serving by clicking on an item more than once.

To remove an item from your plate, just click the red remove link.

PLEASE NOTE: We'll be adding nutritional information for the new items on the menu in the coming days. Thanks for your 

patience!

Choose a plate size
Click a plate name to see what comes in each size.

Big Plate

Small Plate

Choose a quality meat, baked tofu, or a veggie plate
You can select a second protein for $3.69 (big plates only).

Lemon Herb Chicken

$10.30

Spicy Meatballs

$11.09

Braised Beef

$11.61



Rosemary Turkey

$11.09

Tofu Salad

$9.77

Wild Salmon Salad

$11.09

Veggie Platter

$8.72

Choose a whole grain or fresh salad
Select 1 grain or salad or skip this step entirely.

Un-Fried Veggie Rice

Baby Arugula

Baby Spinach

Add some fresh sides
Big plates come with 3 sides. Add up to 2 more for $0.79 each.



Roasted Brussels Sprouts

Sauteed Kale w/ Purple Potato

Roasted Carrots & Cranberries

Roasted Sweet Potatoes

Tuscan White Bean Seasoned w/ Ham

Roasted Local Beets w/ Pumpkin Seeds

Broccoli w/ Roasted Garlic & Almonds

Mediterranean Two Bean Salad

Beets & Cucumber Salad

Kale & Apple Salad



Quinoa & Roasted Butternut Squash

Baby Spinach & Mandarin Salad

Roasted Cauliflower Salad

Red Lentil & Edamame Salad

Add a house-made sauce or spread
1 sauce is included. Add extra sauces or spreads for an extra charge.

Roasted Red Pepper

House Hot Sauce

House Balsamic

Lemon Wedge

Guacamole

$1.59

Further customize your order (totally optional)



Made for name (for group orders)

Special instructions

Total cost of your plate = $0.00
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks for the offer but i’ll brown bag!

From: <Prim>, Hayley <HPrim@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2014 at 8:58 AM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)" <fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, 
John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Owens, Cynthia (OMB)" 
<owensc@omb.nyc.gov>
Subject: Speech Prep Dinner

Hi all—For speech prep tonight at night at 6:45, I wanted to offer to coordinate dinner for all of you. 
Each  member of the meeting will need to pay for their own meal, but I will take care of placing the 
order and making sure it gets here on time.
 
Last night for the budget meeting, we brought in Dig Inn, attached here, enough options to 
accommodate most—but if you have a strong preference for something else let me know.
 
If you would like me to order something for you tonight, please let me know by 4pm.
 
Thanks so much,
Hayley
 
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This will be rescheduled for 90 mins tomorrow. Stefan is sending new timing shortly.
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Are you out of your minds? The speech is Monday.

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hello,
 
Sorry for the late notice. Speech prep has been cancelled tonight. We will be in touch shortly with a
new time in the next few days.
 
Thanks
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 
 
 
 



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Hello,

We are tentatively scheduling speech prep for tomorrow with the Mayor at 6:00pm in the Mayor’s
office. Please let me know if this time doesn’t work for you.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Truth 

From
Sent
To
Subject

This will be rescheduled for 90 mins tomorrow. Stefan is sending new timing shortly.
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
Are you out of your minds? The speech is Monday.

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hello,
 
Sorry for the late notice. Speech prep has been cancelled tonight. We will be in touch
shortly with a new time in the next few days.
 
Thanks
 



Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Hello,

We are tentatively scheduling speech prep for tomorrow with the Mayor at 6:00pm in
the Mayor’s office. Please let me know if this time doesn’t work for you.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
The planning meeting for tomorrow night will bet at Pepolino Italian restaurant (281 West
Broadway) @ 7PM.
Here is the link to the dinner menu:
http://www.restaurantpassion.com/external pages/ny/pepolino03/menu.aspx
 
Please make a selection for what you will want for dinner to eat during the meeting. 
E-mail me the order by 4PM so that we can submit the order to the restaurant in advance.
 
Also, please respond to the calendar invite and confirm your attendance.
 
Thank you.
 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hey gang.. I’m feeling under the weather today -   Please make the snow 
go away immediately..

I’ll  try my best to pound cold medicine & make it tonight - but I’m iffy at the moment

From: "Chao, Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2014 at 8:02 PM
To: "Santucci, Laura" <LSantucci@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dom 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Noerdlinger, 
Rachel" <RNoerdlinger@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Shapiro, Leigh" <LShapiro@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Griffith, Chantell" <CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Seignious, Sandy" <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" 
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "rmunoz@akpdmedia.com" <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, 
Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Prim, Hayley" <HPrim@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Planning Meeting

Hi all,
The planning meeting for tomorrow night will bet at Pepolino Italian restaurant (281 West 
Broadway).
Here is the link to the dinner menu: 
http://www.restaurantpassion.com/external_pages/ny/pepolino03/menu.aspx
Please make a selection for what you will want for dinner to eat during the meeting.
E-mail me the order by 4PM so that we can submit the order to the restaurant in advance.
Please respond to this calendar invite and confirm your attendance.
Thank you.



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hi All—
 
Please see the attached and updated dinner menu for tonight’s planning meeting. In order to be
efficient, we are ordering the food early so it will be ready when you arrive.
 
Please let me know what you would like as soon as possible today, (definitely by 4pm) and let me
know if you have any questions. You will each be paying with separate checks this evening.
 
JDC, I hope you are recovering and will be able to join!
 
Thanks so much,
Hayley
 
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
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State of the City – DRAFT 7 
DRAFT AS OF: 2/4/14 
 

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Thank you Members of the City Council.  
And thank you to everyday New Yorkers watching from their living 
rooms or laptops.   

We are here to discuss the New York City that we live in today, and lay 
out our vision for where we will take it in the weeks and months to 
come.   

For some, the state of our City couldn’t be stronger.   

On Wall Street, the stock market continues to hover near record highs.  
In a handful of our wealthiest zip codes, residents are blessed with high-
paying jobs, excellent schools, well-appointed homes, quality medical 
care, safe streets, and cultural offerings unrivaled anywhere on the 
planet. 
 
And that is a GOOD thing.  We celebrate that success, and we commit 
ourselves to creating the conditions to keep it going.  
But for too many – millions and millions of New Yorkers in 
neighborhoods spanning all five boroughs – the good life isn’t just out of 
reach; it’s out of sight.  Good jobs that pay decent wages are 
shamefully scarce.  Access to the best health care seems to many a 
privilege that cannot be earned.  Affordable housing is an oxymoron.  
Police-community relations are stained by a history of discrimination.  
And a quality education – the most powerful tool we know for lifting 
one’s life chances – is a promise broken too many times to count. 

For THOSE New Yorkers – the OTHER New York -- the state of our 
City…is discouraging.   

And today, they look to US – their duly elected representatives in city 
government – to lift the floor on New York’s standard of living…to level 
the field that is weighted so powerfully against them. 

And that is what we resolve to do. 
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repair the broken bond of trust between law enforcement and the 
communities they are sworn to serve…to ensure that ALL New Yorkers 
see their safety AND their rights protected. 

We will level the field… 
 
Just over a week ago, we announced a settlement in the case of Floyd 
versus the City of New York – an acknowledgement of the wrongs 
spurred by a broken policing policy…and a message to New Yorkers of 
every background that we will respect equal protection under the law. 

We will level the field… 

For those who count on our community hospitals – so that developers 
understand the central role these centers of health play in the security 
and wellbeing of our neighborhoods.  We will fight with everything 
we’ve got to reverse the tide of closures, and put the health of our 
people ahead of profits.   

We will level the field… 

For our undocumented immigrants -- issuing municipal ID cards this 
year -- so that no daughter or son of our city goes without the health 
care or housing support they desperately need simply because they are 
without a state driver’s license.  New York City is your home too, and we 
will not force ANY of our residents to live their lives in the shadows.  
(REPEAT IN SPANISH) 

We will level the field… 

For the workforce of tomorrow…changing a mindset that has showered 
tax breaks on big corporations while the soaring cost of CUNY makes 
higher education harder and harder for everyday New Yorkers to afford.  
(INSERT LINE ON CUNY BUDGET FUNDING PROPOSAL HERE) 

We will level the field… 

We will forgo big giveaways to a few select companies – like the 
reckless $130 million giveaway to FreshDirect enacted last year – and 
will instead pursue a city economic strategy that grows whole sectors of 
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small businesses in emerging industries – from green jobs, to food 
exports, to advanced manufacturing – companies that can generate good 
jobs at decent wages in all five boroughs.  We will propose an expanded 
revolving loan fund for start-ups of $100 million from incentive subsidy 
reform, and a new NYC Innovation Equity Fund for entrepreneurs. We’ll 
put boots on the ground to work with local businesses and immigrant 
entrepreneurs to coordinate local job creation efforts, and help small 
business flourish.  

We will level the field… 

We’ll create jobs for young people who are growing up in this city… who 
have always called this home.  And here’s how.   

First, will advance a dedicated Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math – or STEM program -- at CUNY – to start preparing more graduates 
of our public high schools for jobs in the city’s tech industry.  To that 
end, our aim is that within eight years, the majority of skilled 
technology-related jobs in New York City are being filled by those 
educated in New York City schools.  

Second, as our health sector continues to rapidly grow, we will prepare 
more of our unemployed, and our young people, for middle-skill, 
middle-class jobs…by scaling-up innovative programs like the Bronx’s 
Health Education and Research Occupations High School that connects 
New Yorkers to CUNY and to relevant work experience at Montefiore 
hospital.  And we will train New Yorkers to fill the thousands of 
registered nurse jobs that are currently held by temporary foreign guest 
workers.  

Third, for people without a college degree, we will reinvent our maze of 
overlapping and ineffective job training programs --- and invest in 
industry-linked apprenticeship programs that directly connect New 
Yorkers to jobs in emerging industries such as green building 
technology, information technology, and telecommunications.  

Fourth, we will connect every city high school to a college, 
apprenticeship program, or industry that corresponds to the skills our 
students learn. We will reverse the trend of importing engineers, 
nurses, and other skilled workers to fill New York City jobs -- and start 
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in-sourcing good jobs for those who live here now, and are desperate 
for work. 

We will level the field… 

We will increase the number of contracts going to Minority and Women 
Owned Businesses -- which are far more likely to be located in our 
lowest income communities – to create jobs for those who desperately 
need them. offer low-income New Yorkers new 
pathways to jobs in the building trades -- requiring public construction 
projects funded by the City to train and hire residents of public housing 
and hard-pressed neighborhoods.   

And most of all, we WILL level the field for those who deserve it 
most – our children – ALL of them. 

We will offer every child from every borough of this city truly universal 
Pre-K.  We will provide quality after-school programs for every middle 
schooler.  And we will do this by asking those who make more than a 
half-million dollars a year to pay a little more in taxes. 

For those making between $500,000 and a million dollars a year, that 
will mean an average of about 900 bucks a year.  But to the young minds 
that we help shape…the pre-teen lives that we keep safe…the generation 
of working New Yorkers that we put on a path to success…it will be an 
investment too valuable to put into numbers.  
 
Now, I know that last part has been the subject of some debate in recent 
weeks.  And I know that people of good conscience can have different 
plans for how to achieve better outcomes for our kids.  So let me take 
just a moment to make MY case for why our plan is the way to make that 
promise to our young people a reality. 
 
Let’s start by debunking some of the myths surrounding our proposal.   

First, there are some who say that Albany shouldn't approve our plan 
because the STATE GOVERNMENT simply cannot raise ANY taxes right 
now.  But that is NOT the debate.  We’re not asking Albany to raise the 
state income tax by a penny to pay for universal Pre-K and after-school 
programs here in New York City.  We’re simply asking Albany to allow 
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New York City to tax itself – its wealthiest residents…those making a 
half-million or more a year. 

And if you think about it, Albany should really be rushing to 
accommodate us on this count.  If New York City gets the state’s blessing 
to raise our OWN income tax on the wealthy, it frees up more money for 
Albany to fund education in other parts of the state – or give property 
tax relief to New Yorkers in all 62 counties.   

Second, there are some who suggest that we can fund universal Pre-K 
and after-school programs with existing state dollars.  But remember 
this: there is no secret pot of money.  If the state spends tax dollars, 
those tax dollars have to come from somewhere.  And while educating 
our kids is our top priority, we must not rob Peter to pay Paul.  
Raising taxes on the rich makes our commitment to our kids more than 
just words.  It makes that commitment REAL.  It makes that 
commitment FAIR.  And it offers a promise to our kids that they can 
COUNT ON.   

Now, if there ARE extra resources in the state budget…IF there are 
hundreds of millions of dollars that are being considered for the 
purpose of funding Pre-K and after-school in New York City…don’t get 
me wrong.  New York City could USE that money!  In fact, the courts 
have ruled that we are currently being short-changed on our OVERALL 
state education budget…to the tune of several BILLION dollars.  

So let’s not let this critically important debate become mired in the 
classic Albany shell game.  Let’s dedicated the funding we need to do 
what New York City must do – and let’s tap the wealthiest New Yorkers 
to do so. 

Third, it’s been said that our plan is somehow a vehicle for transferring 
tax dollars to labor unions.  So to the conspiracy theorists, let me say 
this as plainly as I can.  The money we raise by taxing our wealthiest 
residents will go in a LOCK BOX – with EVERY dollar going to Pre-K and 
after-school programs…programs set up right here in New York 
City.  That’s it. 

Finally, there are some who whisper that our drive to tax the rich to 
fund Pre-K and after-school is just political posturing – an effort to heap 
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scorn on the wealthy to win an election.  But the election in New York 
City is OVER – and the time for politics is over, too.  This isn’t about 
different philosophies or ideologies.  This is about THE CHILDREN OF 
NEW YORK, and just how strong of a commitment we are willing to 
make to THEIR futures…and OUR OWN. 

And that is a commitment I hear every day -- not just from middle class, 
working class, and low-income New Yorkers – but from good people 
from EVERY income bracket – people who know that for New York to 
move forward, we must ask those who have achieved great success to 
give a little back…to ensure that stories like theirs are possible for the 
next generation.    

We don’t make call for this plan out of anger or envy.  And, as I said in 
my inaugural address, we do not do it to punish success.  We do it to 
create more success stories.   

And offering universal Pre-K isn’t an untested theory.  The science backs 
our proposal up.  Studies have consistently shown that putting our kids 
on the right path BEFORE their first day of Kindergarten significantly 
raise their prospects of succeeding in school; of living healthier lives; 
and of landing a good job once their schooling is complete.   

The data shows that after-school programs ease the daily anxiety of 
working parents who worry about their youngsters’ whereabouts in the 
early evening, and give those parents the capacity to be more 
productive at work. 

And let us never forget the public safety good in each of these measures.   

Children who access Pre-K programs are more likely to stay out of jail 
and on the path to a productive life.  Middle-schoolers who access after-
school programs are less likely to fall victim to gangs and street 
violence…to graduate and go on to college or the world of work…to have 
hope for lifting themselves out of a cycle of poverty and into a world of 
possibility.  

 (INSERT STORY ABOUT A NEW YORKER WHO WOULD BENEFIT FROM 
PRE-K, AND ANOTHER ONE OF A NEW YORKER WHO’D BENEFIT FROM 
AFTER-SCHOOL.  NAME THEM!) 
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These are the things we wish for New York City…our guiding light for 
City government in 2014.   
 
Lifting the floor. 

Leveling the field. 

Fighting to END the Tale of Two Cities. 

In his first radio address as Mayor, Fiorella LaGuardia, for whom the 
college we gather in today was proudly named, said this: 

“Our city does not belong to any individual or set of individuals. It 
belongs to all the people.” 

ALL the people. 

From the South Bronx to the North Shore…from the Upper West Side to 
the Lower East Side…from Bayside to Brighton Beach. 

We are ALL New Yorkers…united in purpose…joined by our faith in our 
future. 

That is the City we set out to lead. 

And together, we will rise as ONE CITY, and make it stronger and fairer 
and more filled with hope that it has ever been before. 

Thank you, and God bless New York! 

### 

 

 

 

 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Actually, probably better for you to give me JDC’s cell since he will be the only one
dialing in.
 
Let me know at 1:50pm if we should call him or not.
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
He says he'll try that. Just give me a number and we should be good.

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 5, 2014, at 10:40 AM, "Chao, Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Okay, would he want to dial in?
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey just got an email from John, he isn't feeling well today (has a fever) so
he won't be able to make speech prep. He said he'll try to make the
planning meeting later, but who knows. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 5, 2014, at 9:04 AM, "Chao, Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>
wrote:

Thanks
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Yeah he should be able to make it
 

From: Raymond Chao
Sent: Wednesday, February 5, 2014 9:02 AM
To: Robert Munoz
 
Hey Rob,
 
Will JDC make this meeting?
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565



Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Speech prep meeting in the Mayor’s Office
tomorrow, 2/5 @ 2PM.
 
Please respond to this e-mail and the calendar invite and
confirm your attendance.
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roger that

From: <Ragone>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 5, 2014 at 1:08 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fw: SOTC Housing & Econ. Dev. Priorities

Heya, here are is the 200K initiative that we can insert into speech.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Hi  Peter,
 
Please find attached an outline with our office’s housing/economic development priorities to be 
integrated into the SOTC. Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
Chandan
 
Chandan Sharma
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Deputy Mayor for Housing & Economic Development
csharma@cityhall.nyc.gov
O: 212.788.8510
C: 347.963.6231
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cool thanks

From: <Prim>, Hayley <HPrim@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 5, 2014 at 2:01 PM
To: "Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)" <fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Speech Prep

We are looking at a 2:15 start for this meeting. JDC—we will dial you in as soon as we’re ready.
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

He is running a little behind, I’ll send an update when we are ready to begin.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
We are looking at a 2:15 start for this meeting. JDC—we will dial you in as soon as we’re ready.
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

No worries at all

From: <Prim>, Hayley <HPrim@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 5, 2014 at 2:50 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Dinner Tonight for the Planning Meeting

Alright. Feel better!
 
I’m sorry about this delay to dialing you in, btw. He has dragged his previous 30 minute meeting into 
an hour, but hopefully it will be wrapping up in a couple of minutes.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

I think I’m going to have to skip…  
 

From: <Prim>, Hayley <HPrim@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 5, 2014 at 12:10 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Chao, Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Santucci, Laura" <LSantucci@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter 
Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dom Williams 
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Noerdlinger, Rachel" 
<RNoerdlinger@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>
Cc: "Shapiro, Leigh" <LShapiro@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Griffith, Chantell" <CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Seignious, Sandy" <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" 
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, Eunice" 
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Sharp, Edie" 
<ESharp@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Dinner Tonight for the Planning Meeting
 
Hi All—
 
Please see the attached and updated dinner menu for tonight’s planning meeting. In order to be 
efficient, we are ordering the food early so it will be ready when you arrive.
 
Please let me know what you would like as soon as possible today, (definitely by 4pm) and let me 
know if you have any questions. You will each be paying with separate checks this evening.
 



JDC, I hope you are recovering and will be able to join!
 
Thanks so much,
Hayley
 
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
There will be a Speech Prep meeting tomorrow, Thursday 2/6 @ 7:00PM in the Mayor’s Office.
 
Please accept the calendar invite that will be sent.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
Speech prep is pushed back 30 minutes and will run 7:30PM – 8:30PM.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Speech Prep meeting tomorrow, Thursday 2/6 @ 7:00PM in the Mayor’s Office.
 
Please accept the calendar invite that will be sent.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Date:

From: 
Date: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
Emma, knowing Bill's extraordinary support for CUNY, is it possible for press announcements that
describe CUNY colleges to include such mention? In the below announcement, the fact that La
Guardia Community College is of The City University of New York is not indicated, although the
description is very positive and worthy of a great community college we are deeply proud of. Could
you please share this email with the Mayor's Press Secretary along with my request. We are all
extremely proud that Bill has chosen to deliver his State of the City at a CUNY college, and, in
particular, at the one named after the Little Flower-- the home of the La Guardia and Wagner
Archives and a truly international student body that is very much the story of our City and the ladder
of opportunity it represents. Thank you. Jay.

From
Sent
To
Subject



 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
CONTACT:

***RSVP Deadline Extended to 9:00 AM TOMORROW; All Members of the Media Must
RSVP for Entry***

MAYOR DE BLASIO TO DELIVER STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 10

Mayor to Deliver Inaugural State of the City Address at LaGuardia Community College in
Queens

Mayor de Blasio to Lay Out New Reforms That Lift Up More New Yorkers, Tackle Income
Inequality

Due to space constraints, all media must pre-register for the event, and credentials will be
required to enter the premises. The deadline to register has been extended to 9:00 AM
TOMORROW, Friday, February 7. Requests to register must be submitted via email to
PressRSVP@cityhall.nyc.gov. Please include the name, contact information, media
affiliation, and role of the individual(s) requesting the credentials.

An HD SDI feed of the switched program with cutaways and an HD SDI feed of an ISO of the
podium will be provided through Encompass. Port ID's will be made available closer to the
date of the event. Additional planning and logistical information will be sent with credential
confirmations.

NEW YORK

Mayor Bill de Blasio



About LaGuardia Community College:

Date
Media pre-set
Remarks begin
Location

 
###



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hello John –
 
You have been added to the guest list and should receive your invitation later today. Let us
know if you change your mind on coming solo and we will add the name of your guest to the
list. Thanks!
 
Esther
 
Esther Hughes | Mayor's Office of Special Projects and Community Events | p: 212.788.9542 | m: 347.268.0794

please don't print this  e-mail unless you really need to

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom
they are addressed. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are
not the intended recipient you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-
mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the intended recipient
you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I’d love to come… I’ll just fly solo…  what’s the time & place?
 

From: <Kavanagh>, Laura <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, February 6, 2014 at 11:55 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Hughes, Esther" <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: State of the City
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
There will be a Speech Prep meeting tomorrow, Friday 2/7 @ 2:00PM in the Mayor’s Office.
 
Please accept the calendar invite that will be sent.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
Speech prep is pushed back to run 8:15PM – 9:15PM.
 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
Speech prep is pushed back 30 minutes and will run 7:30PM – 8:30PM.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:



 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Speech Prep meeting tomorrow, Thursday 2/6 @ 7:00PM in the Mayor’s Office.
 
Please accept the calendar invite that will be sent.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Budget meeting is expected to begin at 7:30pm now.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
The Budget Briefing is from 6:45 – 8:15pm, and Speech prep is from 8:15 – 9:15pm
 
I am happy to coordinate ordering dinner for anyone who is interested (sandwiches, salads, etc.) Let
me know if anyone is interested and has a preference.
 
Thanks!
Hayley
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

It is now expected to begin at approximately  8:45 - 9pm.
 
JDC—will you be here in person, or should we dial you in?
 
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Im banging thru backlog of press requests/inquiries that are slipping thru cracks
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
I had to go to a meeting sorry guys

From
Sent
To

Subject

It is now expected to begin at approximately  8:45 - 9pm.
 
JDC—will you be here in person, or should we dial you in?
 
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Tomorrow’s Speech Prep start time is changed to 12:45PM.
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Tomorrow’s Speech Prep start time is changed to 12PM noon and will be for 2 hours.
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Speech Prep meeting tomorrow, Friday 2/7 @ 2:00PM in the Mayor’s Office.
 
Please accept the calendar invite that will be sent.
 
Thank you,



 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Should be ready to start in the next 5-10 mins. Will keep you updated
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
It is now expected to begin at approximately  8:45 - 9pm.
 
JDC—will you be here in person, or should we dial you in?
 
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sounds good. Are you okay with potbellys?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
i’d love a turkey sandwich or a chicken burrito or something!  And a diet coke?
 

From: <Prim>, Hayley <HPrim@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 7, 2014 at 11:43 AM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)"
<fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Speech Prep/ Lunch
 
I am happy to order lunch for you all if you’re interested—please let me know.
 
Thanks!
Hayley
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hi all—he is out of the announcement. We expect to begin in about 10 minutes. I’ll let you know
when to gather.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Update: Press conference is just about to begin, so speech prep will likely start around 1:15pm.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
I am happy to order lunch for you all if you’re interested—please let me know.
 
Thanks!
Hayley
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Fyi, i’ve got a wedding tomorrow night so i can be there on the front end but can’t stay whole time

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 7, 2014 at 5:29 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)" <fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Robert 
Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>, "Seignious, Sandy" <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Owens, 
Cynthia (OMB)" <owensc@omb.nyc.gov>, "Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)" <fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, 
Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>
Subject: Speech Prep- Saturday February 8th

Hello,
 
There will be a speech prep session tomorrow Saturday February 8th from 3:15pm-5:15pm in the 
Mayor’s Outer Ceremonial office. Please let me know if you are unable to make it.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Hello,
 
Speech prep will start at 4:00pm.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Hello,
 
There will be a speech prep session tomorrow Saturday February 8th from 3:15pm-5:15pm in the
Mayor’s Outer Ceremonial office. Please let me know if you are unable to make it.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Unfortunately I’ve got wedding duty, so I can’t make it that late - but I’ll  be around tomorrow

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, February 8, 2014 at 2:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)" <fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Robert 
Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>, "Seignious, Sandy" <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Owens, 
Cynthia (OMB)" <owensc@omb.nyc.gov>, "Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)" <fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, 
Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, 
Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Speech Prep- Saturday February 8th

Hello,
 
Speech prep will start at 4:00pm.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Hello,
 
There will be a speech prep session tomorrow Saturday February 8th from 3:15pm-5:15pm in the 
Mayor’s Outer Ceremonial office. Please let me know if you are unable to make it.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ready to start speech prep. Please come to the Mayor’s office.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Apologies for the delay, the Mayor will be en route to CH shortly, and we expect speech prep to
begin at 4pm.
 
Thanks,
Hayley
 
Hayley Prim
Front Desk Office Manager
Office of the Mayor
(212) 341-5009
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Importance:

There is no BdB speech prep for tomorrow on the calendar. He will need things throughout the day,
we are giving him a dial in number and he will let us know if he needs something scheduled. He will
also call people as needed.
 
Dial in number:

 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ah. Got it! I don't have the Remix playlist. I only had the gotv one so that's what I went with. I will 
download the other songs you mentioned below but if you have the remix playlist you can forward 
to me, I can download those too. 

Esther Hughes | Mayor's Office of Special Projects and Community Events | 
ehughes@cityhall.nyc.gov | mobile: (347) 268-0794 

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Oh - if it’s just for the room, then I would go with GOTV for BDB - The Remix (that was a little more tailored 
to a general election audience - i.e., includes Royals & doesn’t have No Sleep til Brooklyn).. 

I was thinking specifically for intro/outro music for the mayor’s remarks

From: <Hughes>, Esther <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 3:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Kavanagh, Laura" <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re:

To play in the room or as an entrance song? The list below is to play as guests are arriving. 

Esther Hughes | Mayor's Office of Special Projects and Community Events | 
ehughes@cityhall.nyc.gov | mobile: (347) 268-0794 

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
None of these are really doing it for me - except maybe Florence + The Machine, Dog Days Are Over

How about some combo of:

Bruce Springsteen, The Rising
india.arie, There’s Hope
Fun, We Are Young



Lauryn Hill, Everything is Everything
The Five Stairsteps, Ooh Child

From: <Hughes>, Esther <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 2:16 PM
To: "Kavanagh, Laura" <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->New York Groove by Ace Frehley
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->No Sleep Til Brooklyn, Beastie Boys
<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Your Love keeps Lifting me higher, Jackie Wilson
<!--[if !supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->Dog Days are Over, Florence and the Machine
<!--[if !supportLists]-->5. <!--[endif]-->Don’t you Worry Child (radio edit), Swedish House 

Mafia
<!--[if !supportLists]-->6. <!--[endif]-->Bridging the Gap, Nas ft. Olu Dara
<!--[if !supportLists]-->7. <!--[endif]-->Some Night, Fun
<!--[if !supportLists]-->8. <!--[endif]-->Azucar, Eddie Palmieri
<!--[if !supportLists]-->9. <!--[endif]-->Girl on Fire, Alicia Keys
<!--[if !supportLists]-->10.<!--[endif]-->Fader, The Temper Trap
<!--[if !supportLists]-->11.<!--[endif]-->Rockaway Beach, Ramones
<!--[if !supportLists]-->12.<!--[endif]-->Don’t Stop Believing, Journey
<!--[if !supportLists]-->13.<!--[endif]-->Start me Up, Rolling Stones
<!--[if !supportLists]-->14.<!--[endif]-->We Take Care of Our Own, Bruce Springsteen
<!--[if !supportLists]-->15.<!--[endif]-->A Little Less Conversation, Elvis Presley
<!--[if !supportLists]-->16.<!--[endif]-->When they Fight, they Fight, Generationals
<!--[if !supportLists]-->17.<!--[endif]-->Signed Sealed Delivered, Stevie Wonder
<!--[if !supportLists]-->18.<!--[endif]-->New York, New York, Ryan Adams
<!--[if !supportLists]-->19.<!--[endif]-->The Wire, HAIM
<!--[if !supportLists]-->20.<!--[endif]-->Jump the Line, Harry Belafonte
<!--[if !supportLists]-->21.<!--[endif]-->Harlem Air Shaft, Wynton Marsalis
<!--[if !supportLists]-->22.<!--[endif]-->Angel of Harlem, U2
<!--[if !supportLists]-->23.<!--[endif]-->Good Life, OneRepublic
<!--[if !supportLists]-->24.<!--[endif]-->A-Punk, Vampire Weekend

 
 
Esther



Mayor’s Office for Special Projects and Community Events
 please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use 
of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential 
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the intended 
recipient you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender 
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail 
from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is 
strictly prohibited.
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Kavanagh, Laura 
Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 2:04 PM
To: Hughes, Esther
Cc: John Del Cecato
Subject:
 
Esther can you send JDC the list of songs you downloaded for tomorrow?
 
Sent from my iPhone



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

This is our playlist, but I do want to pick out one of the songs to be the walk on song for bill.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 3:16 PM
To: "Hughes, Esther" <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Laura Kavanagh <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: 

Oh - if it’s just for the room, then I would go with GOTV for BDB - The Remix (that was a little more tailored 
to a general election audience - i.e., includes Royals & doesn’t have No Sleep til Brooklyn).. 

I was thinking specifically for intro/outro music for the mayor’s remarks

From: <Hughes>, Esther <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 3:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Kavanagh, Laura" <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re:

To play in the room or as an entrance song? The list below is to play as guests are arriving. 

Esther Hughes | Mayor's Office of Special Projects and Community Events | 
ehughes@cityhall.nyc.gov | mobile: (347) 268-0794 

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
None of these are really doing it for me - except maybe Florence + The Machine, Dog Days Are Over

How about some combo of:

Bruce Springsteen, The Rising
india.arie, There’s Hope
Fun, We Are Young
Lauryn Hill, Everything is Everything
The Five Stairsteps, Ooh Child



From: <Hughes>, Esther <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 2:16 PM
To: "Kavanagh, Laura" <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->New York Groove by Ace Frehley
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->No Sleep Til Brooklyn, Beastie Boys
<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Your Love keeps Lifting me higher, Jackie Wilson
<!--[if !supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->Dog Days are Over, Florence and the Machine
<!--[if !supportLists]-->5. <!--[endif]-->Don’t you Worry Child (radio edit), Swedish House 

Mafia
<!--[if !supportLists]-->6. <!--[endif]-->Bridging the Gap, Nas ft. Olu Dara
<!--[if !supportLists]-->7. <!--[endif]-->Some Night, Fun
<!--[if !supportLists]-->8. <!--[endif]-->Azucar, Eddie Palmieri
<!--[if !supportLists]-->9. <!--[endif]-->Girl on Fire, Alicia Keys
<!--[if !supportLists]-->10.<!--[endif]-->Fader, The Temper Trap
<!--[if !supportLists]-->11.<!--[endif]-->Rockaway Beach, Ramones
<!--[if !supportLists]-->12.<!--[endif]-->Don’t Stop Believing, Journey
<!--[if !supportLists]-->13.<!--[endif]-->Start me Up, Rolling Stones
<!--[if !supportLists]-->14.<!--[endif]-->We Take Care of Our Own, Bruce Springsteen
<!--[if !supportLists]-->15.<!--[endif]-->A Little Less Conversation, Elvis Presley
<!--[if !supportLists]-->16.<!--[endif]-->When they Fight, they Fight, Generationals
<!--[if !supportLists]-->17.<!--[endif]-->Signed Sealed Delivered, Stevie Wonder
<!--[if !supportLists]-->18.<!--[endif]-->New York, New York, Ryan Adams
<!--[if !supportLists]-->19.<!--[endif]-->The Wire, HAIM
<!--[if !supportLists]-->20.<!--[endif]-->Jump the Line, Harry Belafonte
<!--[if !supportLists]-->21.<!--[endif]-->Harlem Air Shaft, Wynton Marsalis
<!--[if !supportLists]-->22.<!--[endif]-->Angel of Harlem, U2
<!--[if !supportLists]-->23.<!--[endif]-->Good Life, OneRepublic
<!--[if !supportLists]-->24.<!--[endif]-->A-Punk, Vampire Weekend

 
 
Esther
Mayor’s Office for Special Projects and Community Events

 please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use 



of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential 
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the intended 
recipient you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender 
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail 
from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is 
strictly prohibited.
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Kavanagh, Laura 
Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 2:04 PM
To: Hughes, Esther
Cc: John Del Cecato
Subject:
 
Esther can you send JDC the list of songs you downloaded for tomorrow?
 
Sent from my iPhone



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Will do 

Esther Hughes | Mayor's Office of Special Projects and Community Events | 
ehughes@cityhall.nyc.gov | mobile: (347) 268-0794 

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
I’m fine with the original list for the “crowd music” - only one I’d nix would be No Sleep Til Brooklyn maybe

From: <Hughes>, Esther <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 3:37 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Kavanagh, Laura" <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re:

John - is there a particular song you prefer not to use? We can remove the songs from the list but 
we are at capacity as to what we can purchase now. 

Esther Hughes | Mayor's Office of Special Projects and Community Events | 
ehughes@cityhall.nyc.gov | mobile: (347) 268-0794 

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Oh - if it’s just for the room, then I would go with GOTV for BDB - The Remix (that was a little more tailored 
to a general election audience - i.e., includes Royals & doesn’t have No Sleep til Brooklyn).. 

I was thinking specifically for intro/outro music for the mayor’s remarks

From: <Hughes>, Esther <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 3:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Kavanagh, Laura" <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re:

To play in the room or as an entrance song? The list below is to play as guests are arriving. 



Esther Hughes | Mayor's Office of Special Projects and Community Events | 
ehughes@cityhall.nyc.gov | mobile: (347) 268-0794 

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
None of these are really doing it for me - except maybe Florence + The Machine, Dog Days Are Over

How about some combo of:

Bruce Springsteen, The Rising
india.arie, There’s Hope
Fun, We Are Young
Lauryn Hill, Everything is Everything
The Five Stairsteps, Ooh Child

From: <Hughes>, Esther <EHughes@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 2:16 PM
To: "Kavanagh, Laura" <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->New York Groove by Ace Frehley
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->No Sleep Til Brooklyn, Beastie Boys
<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Your Love keeps Lifting me higher, Jackie Wilson
<!--[if !supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->Dog Days are Over, Florence and the Machine
<!--[if !supportLists]-->5. <!--[endif]-->Don’t you Worry Child (radio edit), Swedish House 

Mafia
<!--[if !supportLists]-->6. <!--[endif]-->Bridging the Gap, Nas ft. Olu Dara
<!--[if !supportLists]-->7. <!--[endif]-->Some Night, Fun
<!--[if !supportLists]-->8. <!--[endif]-->Azucar, Eddie Palmieri
<!--[if !supportLists]-->9. <!--[endif]-->Girl on Fire, Alicia Keys
<!--[if !supportLists]-->10.<!--[endif]-->Fader, The Temper Trap
<!--[if !supportLists]-->11.<!--[endif]-->Rockaway Beach, Ramones
<!--[if !supportLists]-->12.<!--[endif]-->Don’t Stop Believing, Journey

13. Start me Up, Rolling Stones



<!--[if !supportLists]--> <!--[endif]-->
<!--[if !supportLists]-->14.<!--[endif]-->We Take Care of Our Own, Bruce Springsteen
<!--[if !supportLists]-->15.<!--[endif]-->A Little Less Conversation, Elvis Presley
<!--[if !supportLists]-->16.<!--[endif]-->When they Fight, they Fight, Generationals
<!--[if !supportLists]-->17.<!--[endif]-->Signed Sealed Delivered, Stevie Wonder
<!--[if !supportLists]-->18.<!--[endif]-->New York, New York, Ryan Adams
<!--[if !supportLists]-->19.<!--[endif]-->The Wire, HAIM
<!--[if !supportLists]-->20.<!--[endif]-->Jump the Line, Harry Belafonte
<!--[if !supportLists]-->21.<!--[endif]-->Harlem Air Shaft, Wynton Marsalis
<!--[if !supportLists]-->22.<!--[endif]-->Angel of Harlem, U2
<!--[if !supportLists]-->23.<!--[endif]-->Good Life, OneRepublic
<!--[if !supportLists]-->24.<!--[endif]-->A-Punk, Vampire Weekend

 
 
Esther
Mayor’s Office for Special Projects and Community Events

 please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use 
of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential 
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the intended 
recipient you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender 
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail 
from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is 
strictly prohibited.
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Kavanagh, Laura 
Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 2:04 PM
To: Hughes, Esther
Cc: John Del Cecato
Subject:
 
Esther can you send JDC the list of songs you downloaded for tomorrow?
 
Sent from my iPhone



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

So, no song?

From: <Ragone>, Peter <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 3:42 PM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "'jfdc@akpdmedia.com'" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
Laura Kavanagh <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Song Choices

Interesting point. We are being serious and retro this week. 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Do we need a song? Feels really campaigny
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

There's a high part but yes, you're right.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Kinda depressing, no?
 

From: <Ragone>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 3:34 PM
To: "Kavanagh, Laura" <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Song Choices
 
What do you think about Perfect Day by Lou Reed? Timely. 

If not I lean to NY groove.



PW?
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Springsteen to NJ?
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
I like something classic, not looking to make a statement with this song. I’d probably use one of these:
 

New York Groove by Ace Frehley

Don’t Stop Believing, Journey

We Take Care of Our Own, Bruce Springsteen

Signed Sealed Delivered, Stevie Wonder

 
 

From: <Ragone>, Peter <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 3:11 PM
To: Laura Kavanagh <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Song Choices
 
What do you like?
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

1. New York Groove by Ace Frehley

2. No Sleep Til Brooklyn, Beastie Boys

3. Your Love keeps Lifting me higher, Jackie Wilson

4. Dog Days are Over, Florence and the Machine

5. Don’t you Worry Child (radio edit), Swedish House Mafia



6. Bridging the Gap, Nas ft. Olu Dara

7. Some Night, Fun

8. Azucar, Eddie Palmieri

9. Girl on Fire, Alicia Keys

10. Fader, The Temper Trap

11. Rockaway Beach, Ramones

12. Don’t Stop Believing, Journey

13. Start me Up, Rolling Stones

14. We Take Care of Our Own, Bruce Springsteen

15. A Little Less Conversation, Elvis Presley

16. When they Fight, they Fight, Generationals

17. Signed Sealed Delivered, Stevie Wonder

18. New York, New York, Ryan Adams

19. The Wire, HAIM

20. Jump the Line, Harry Belafonte

21. Harlem Air Shaft, Wynton Marsalis

22. Angel of Harlem, U2

23. Good Life, OneRepublic

24. A-Punk, Vampire Weekend
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: 
Date: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

“in which the ‘little guys’
would eat well, live in decent homes and know the dignity that comes
with well-paid jobs, a voice in the government, and the knowledge
that tomorrow can be better.”

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 9:04 PM
To: "<  <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Peter Ragone
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: La Guardia quote







  

   

8:00 - 8:15 AM COMMUNICATIONS CALL
Staff:                                      Monica Klein

   

8:15 - 8:20 AM ARRIVE CITY HALL

   

8:30 - 11:00 AM SPEECH PREP

  Location: Outer Ceremonial Office

  Attendees: Peter Ragone, Dean Fuleihan, Emma Wolfe, Phil Walzak, John
Del Cecato, Jonathan Rosen

   

11:00 - 11:25 AM DEPART CITY HALL EN ROUTE LAGUARDIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

  Drive Time: 25 mins

  Car :
Follow Cars:

BdB, CMC
Rachel Noerdlinger, John del Cecato, Phil Walzak, Peter
Ragone, Edie Sharp, Jonathan Rosen, Laura Santucci

   

11:25 - 11:30 AM ARRIVE LAGUARDIA COLLEGE

   

11:30 - 12:00 PM HOLD // SPEECH PREP

  Location: Hold Room, LaGuardia Community College
31-10 Thompson Avenue
Queens

   

12:00 - 12:05 PM MOVE TO BACKSTAGE

   

12:05 - 12:50 PM STATE OF THE CITY

  Location: Auditorium, LaGuardia Community College
31-10 Thompson Avenue
Queens

  Attendees: 750 audience members

  Site: Ronalie de Alwis, 

  Setup: Podium center stage with seated audience

  Podium: YES

  Teleprompter: NO

  Remarks: Prepared

  Press: OPEN

  Format: YOU are introduced by Katherin LaGuardia
YOU enter auditorium through side door stage left
YOU shake hands with audience members seated in front row
YOU walk onto stage via stairs stage right



YOU greet Katherine LaGuardia
Katherine departs stage
YOU deliver speech
YOU depart back stage, stage left

   

12:50 - 1:15 PM DEPART LAGUARDIA COLLEGE EN ROUTE CITY HALL

  Drive Time: 25 mins

  Car : BdB, Edie

   

1:15 - 1:20 PM ARRIVE CITY HALL

   

1:30 - 2:30 PM LUNCH WITH LINDSAY SCOLA AND LAURA SANTUCCI

  Location: Mayor's Office

   

2:30 - 3:00 PM OFFICE TIME

  Location: Mayor's Office

   

3:00 - 7:00 PM BUDGET PREP

  Location: Outer Ceremonial Office

  Attendees: Tony Shorris, Mindy Tarlow, Laura Santucci, Emma Wolfe,
Peter Ragone, Dominic Williams, Dean Fuleihan, Ray Orlando

   

7:00 - 7:15 PM DEPART CITY HALL EN ROUTE RESIDENCE

  Drive Time: 15 mins

  Car : BdB, Edie

 

 
 
 
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Most recent please see attached. If there any glaring problems please let us know asap.  
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
 
Peter Ragone/
From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject:
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State of the City – DRAFT 17 
DRAFT AS OF: 2/9/14 10:45 PM 
 

Thank you, Katherine LaGuardia for your kind words.   

Your decades of service to improving public health – particularly in the 
realm of women’s reproductive health and combatting the spread of 
HIV-AIDS – has been instrumental in lifting the life chances of those in 
need – both here in New York and around the world. 

That advocacy on behalf everyday people was a hallmark of your 
grandfather’s tenure as mayor.  He understood a bedrock principle of 
New York greatness, when he said, quote: “Our city does not belong to 
any individual or set of individuals. It belongs to all the people.” 

LaGuardia Community College in many ways represents that vision. 

It is a place where New Yorkers from all walks of life can find a path to a 
future…with a good job and a shot at a better life. 

Every day, I sit behind the former desk of Mayor LaGuardia, reminded of 
the courage we all must summon in our fight to make New York City 
work better for everyone.  

Now, we have some extraordinary New Yorkers in the audience today 
who also share that vision, including one who has inspired me with her 
intelligence, her drive, and her compassion for more than twenty years 
– a young woman who has recently agreed to share her love for this city 
by leading the non-profit Mayor’s Fund.  Thank you for being my 
guiding light, Chirlane – or, as you’re apparently now sometimes known, 
#flonyc. (say: HASHTAG FLO NICE) 

Thank you to my fellow elected officials in attendance: Public Advocate 
Letitia James, City Comptroller Scott Stringer, and City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark Viverito.  Thank you to the Members of Congress, the 
City Council, and the State Legislature who have joined us as 
well.  And I must take a moment for us to acknowledge two amongst 
us who have been executives of our city and state - Mayor David 
Dinkins and Governor Mario Cuomo. You are all dedicated and able 



 2 

public servants, true allies in the cause of social and economic justice.   
 
And thank you, most of all, to my fellow New Yorkers. 

We are here to discuss the New York City that we live in today; to lay 
out our vision for where we will take it in the weeks and months to 
come; and to discuss something larger – the core values we share as 
New Yorkers pursuing progressive change. 

This has already been quite a year. 
 
In one month’s time, our city has weathered three major snowstorms 
with typical grit and fortitude. 

In fact, we’ve faced more snow last month than any new administration 
since January of 1978, when Mayor Ed Koch led this city.  

Beyond the recent snowstorms, the first few weeks of 2014 have been 
quite busy. 

We’ve played regional host to the Super Bowl, giving a strong economic 
boost to New York City at a critical time. 

Through Vision Zero, we have begun putting into place ambitious new 
policies to END the tragic and unacceptable rash of pedestrian deaths on 
our city streets. 

Of course, none of this would be possible without the bravery and 
dedication of the men and women who make up our city work force.   

I know that these speeches have at times been used to attack the 
motives of our public employees.  Today, I want to recognize the hard 
work and commitment of those men and women – and to say how 
proud I am of them.  The services you provide every single day in 
neighborhoods across New York have made us the safest and strongest 
big city in America, and you deserve our deep gratitude and respect. 

Our public employees represent a thread that runs through this 
Administration – a belief that public service is a noble calling – that part 
of what makes New York special is helping our neighbors navigate life’s 
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challenges, big and small. 

New York’s drive and diversity are unparalleled in this country, and we 
have appointed a City Administration that proves it – putting our best 
women and men in charge of delivering city services with efficiency and 
integrity. 

This is a team that knows how to execute its core responsibilities – 
while never losing sight of the fact that we’re called to be part of a larger 
mission as well. 

Because the truth is, the state of our city, as we find it today, is a Tale of 
Two Cities – with an inequality gap that fundamentally threatens our 
future.  

It must not, and will not, be ignored by your city government.  

A little more than five years ago, the Great Recession hit our city 
economy – and our neighborhoods – with a furious blow. 

But more quickly than most predicted, our financial sector has come 
back.   

Wall Street has not only rebounded above its pre-recession levels, but 
at present hovers near historic highs.   

And in some of our neighborhoods, the streets are consistently safe and 
opportunity consistently flows. 

That is a good thing.  We celebrate that success. 

Yet for millions in this city – New Yorkers living in all five boroughs – 
the economic rebound hasn’t just been slow in coming.  It seems a 
distant fantasy – with the ladder up to the good life stretching farther 
and farther out of reach. 

Good jobs that pay decent wages are all too scarce.  Access to the best 
health care seems, to many, to be a privilege that cannot be earned.  To 
countless New Yorkers, affordable housing is an oxymoron.   And a 
quality education – the most powerful tool we know for lifting one’s life 
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chances – has become a promise broken too many times to tally.   

All the while, 46 percent of our city’s residents live at or near the 
poverty line.   

Our middle class isn’t just squeezed; it’s at risk of disappearing 
altogether. 

That disparity…that inequality crisis…is the greatest risk to our New 
York promise.  

Working people built our city, and for their hard work they were 
rewarded – not always with great wealth, but with a fundamental 
assurance…the knowledge that hard work could pull them from modest 
means into a growing middle class. 

Today, that assurance is missing…that sense of economic justice is gone.  
And that is what we aim to address. 

There are some who have taken issue with our commitment to this 
cause – who say that income inequality is just a fact of life, and that 
attempts to remedy it are simply sowing the seeds of class warfare. 

But we know better.  We understand that allowing the income gap to 
stretch further isn’t simply a threat to those at the bottom – but to 
every New Yorker.   

And we also know this: New Yorkers’ personal commitment to tackling 
inequality knows no boundaries of geography or income.   

Many wealthy New Yorkers are committed to healing those divisions – 
not out of mere altruism…not due to feelings of guilt, or pity.  They 
know that a Gilded City isn’t the New York they signed up for – even if 
they currently find themselves doing quite well.  They want all New 
Yorkers to succeed because it enriches all our lives, including their own 
– with vibrant neighborhoods and quality schools and fairly-treated 
workers building a better and stronger city. 
 
And make no mistake about the motives of those in our most hard-
pressed communities.   
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They don’t typically look to the rich with anger…they aren’t consumed 
with jealousy or spite.  They are simply in search of the city that they 
signed up for – one that rewards not just wealth, but work. 

A city that honors the notion that a single mom taking the subway to her 
job as a housekeeper deserves to see her efforts rewarded, just as 
readily as the family who owns the home she cleans.   

That the young man who stocks the shelves deserves the same respect 
and chance at a decent life as the executive who owns the store.   

New York will only work when it works as ONE city.  And here’s why: 

Despair does not dissipate.  Those who are discouraged – even hopeless 
– about their future…cannot contribute their labor or energy or values 
to their neighborhoods, or to the neighborhoods that sit just a short 
subway ride away.   

We demand a city that lifts the floor for those struggling day to 
day…that offers every New Yorker a fair shot…because that is the city 
that we ALL signed up for.  

Mayor LaGuardia called for “government with a soul.”  He saw beyond 
the numbers in a budget…understood that those numbers represented 
real people who were just trying to live their lives, and asked only for a 
little help. 

And that is what we resolve to do. 

But before we talk about all the measures we will take to reach this goal, 
it is important that we are honest with New Yorkers about our current 
fiscal situation. 

We are in the midst of an unprecedented budgetary challenge. We are 
faced with a federal government in gridlock.  There is uncertainty with 
the state budget.  And we have over 150 labor contracts that are 
unsettled.  

When you take all these factors into account, we are facing an uncharted 
path.  
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In the face of this situation, we will be honest with New Yorkers about 
their government.  We will navigate towards a future that is progressive 
and fiscally responsible.  

It will not be easy.  

But we will not turn away from the challenge. 

Even with these impediments before us, we’ve begun the fight to lift the 
floor for all New Yorkers…to improve the life conditions of those who 
struggle with great determination -- not to get ahead -- but merely to 
keep their heads above water.  And we’re fighting to give everyone a 
fair shot, so that city government doesn’t set its priorities by the needs 
of those at the very top while ignoring the struggle of those born under 
a less lucky star.  

In the first month of this Administration, we have forged an agreement 
with this City Council that will provide Paid Sick Leave to 500,000 
additional New Yorkers.   

New Yorkers like the woman I heard from     (CHECK 
TO MAK

t 

 

 

Under the expanded Paid Sick Leave legislation, New Yorkers like  
won’t see her job stripped away just because she put her health first.  
(MAKE SURE THAT THE NEW PAID SICK LAW EXPANSION WOULD 
APPLY HERE – IF IT DOESN’T, WE COULD USE    

      

         
knows why that’s important.  That’s why even before the new law 
passed, she offered paid sick leave to her employees – because she 
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knows that a healthy workforce is a more productive workforce. 

But expanding Paid Sick Leave is just one part of our effort to lift the 
floor for our city’s middle class and working poor.  This month, we will 
extend the reach of living wage standards – ending a city lawsuit against 
expanding that important legislation; and issuing an executive order to 
set the expansion in motion (BDB NEEDS TO KNOW WHAT THIS IS 
EXACTLY).  And we will work with the City Council to extend living 
wages throughout projects the city subsidizes. (NUMBER OF 
ADDITIONAL PEOPLE WE WILL REACH??) 

We want to ensure that New Yorkers aren’t relegated to the ranks of the 
poor when putting in a full week’s work.  Next week, we (CAN WE SAY 
NEXT WEEK?) will ask Albany to give New York City the power to raise 
the minimum wage in all five boroughs.  In the process, we will send a 
powerful signal to the people of New York – that we honor work…and 
that we are committed to making work pay.  

We will lift the floor for New Yorkers crushed by skyrocketing rents…by 
requiring developers to build affordable homes for everyday people 
rather than simply multi-million dollar high-rises for the most fortunate 
among us.   

In total, we pledge to preserve or construct nearly 200,000 units of 
affordable housing – to help working people by literally putting a roof 
over their heads.  On Saturday, we announced a top-flight team of 
housing experts, and their first charge is to create and implement a plan 
to reach this goal. (DO WE KNOW WHEN THAT PLAN WILL BE 
PRODUCED BY?) 

And while we lift the floor, we will also offer New Yorkers a fair 
shot. 

We have already taken bold new steps to reform the overuse of stop-
and-frisk. 

We announced a settlement in the case of Floyd vs. the City of New York 
– an acknowledgment of the wrongs spurred by a broken policing 
policy…and a message to New Yorkers of every background that we will 
respect equal protection under the law. 
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We continue working to build a bond of trust between law enforcement 
and the neighborhoods they serve…to ensure that New Yorkers see 
their safety AND their rights protected.  And to protect our police 
officers, who want and need community partners as they work so hard 
to root out crime. 

(IS THERE SOMETHING WE CAN ANNOUNCE ABOUT HOW SHOOTINGS 
ARE DOWN XYZ SINCE WE TOOK OFFICE – DOM OR PETER OR PHIL?) 

Protecting the safety of all New Yorkers includes protecting the health 
of all New Yorkers. 
 
For months, I joined with others to stop the closures of our community 
hospitals in Brooklyn.  Many days, it seemed like we might not 
prevail. But we did.  

We made it clear that we will no longer accept a pattern of closing 
hospitals without regard to the people who need the medical services 
they provide.   

Instead of watching hospitals shuttered and simply sold off to the 
highest bidder, we will continue the battles we’ve won over the last 
several months – requiring alternatives that put the health of our 
people ahead of profits.   

This is not something from which we will retreat. 

We will protect those whose voices too often go unheard.  We will reach 
out to our undocumented immigrants -- issuing municipal ID cards this 
year -- so that no daughter or son of our city goes without bank 
accounts, leases, library cards…simply because they lack identification.  
New York City is your home too, and we will not force ANY of our 
residents to live their lives in the shadows.   

La ciudad de Nueva York es el hogar de todos los que vivimos aqui.  No 
dejaremos que ninguno de nuestros residentes viva en las sombras. 

We’ll offer a fair shot to the workforce of tomorrow…changing a 
mindset that focuses on tax breaks for big corporations rather than 
making it easier for our people to earn the skills they need to land jobs 



 9 

at those companies.   

We know the soaring cost of CUNY makes higher education harder and 
harder for everyday New Yorkers to afford.   

And we understand that higher education is the path to a better life…the 
great equalizer…the key to lifting oneself into the middle class.    

To that end, we will focus on the training and skills that individuals need 
to meet the demands generated by large and small employers of our 
city.  

We will strengthen the links between the hubs of high quality industrial 
job creation and our high schools, public and community colleges and 
workforce development organizations.  

And we’ll not only fight to shift resources from corporate subsidies to 
tuition assistance, we’ll work to connect higher education to the jobs 
that the 21st Century workforce requires.   

CUNY has always been the engine that drove New York’s economy, 
making sure that our great industries had the workforce they needed to 
thrive.  

Today, new industries are driving an economic future with jobs we 
could not have envisioned just a few years ago.  

And CUNY is going to fill those jobs with New Yorkers who are educated 
and ready to work. 

We will forgo big giveaways to a few select companies and instead 
pursue a city economic strategy that grows whole sectors of small 
businesses in emerging industries – from technology to green jobs, to 
food exports, to advanced manufacturing – companies that can generate 
good jobs at decent wages in all five boroughs.   

We will create a Low–Income Entrepreneur Fund and a Fashion 
Manufacturing Fund -- which will leverage private capital to ensure 
small business growth and fashion manufacturing across all five 
boroughs. 
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And we’ll create jobs for young people who are growing up in this city… 
who have always called this home.  Here’s how. 

First, we will advance a dedicated Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math – or STEM program -- at CUNY – to start preparing more graduates 
of our public high schools for jobs in the city’s tech industry.  To that 
end, our aim is that within eight years, the majority of skilled 
technology-related jobs in New York City are being filled by those 
educated in New York City schools.  We will look to the innovation 
economy not just to grow companies, but also to put New Yorkers to 
work. 

Second, as our health sector continues to rapidly grow, we will prepare 
more of our unemployed, and our young people, for middle-skill, 
middle-class jobs…by scaling-up innovative programs like the Bronx’s 
Health Education and Research Occupations High School that connects 
New Yorkers to CUNY and to relevant work experience at Montefiore 
hospital.   

Third, for people without a college degree, we will reinvent our maze of 
overlapping and often-ineffective job training programs --- and invest in 
industry-linked apprenticeship programs that directly connect New 
Yorkers to jobs in emerging industries such as green building 
innovation, information technology, and telecommunications.  

Fourth, we will connect city high schools to colleges, apprenticeship 
programs, or industries that correspond to the skills our students learn. 
We will reverse the trend of importing engineers, nurses, and other 
skilled workers to fill New York City jobs -- and start in-sourcing good 
jobs for those who live here now, and are desperate for work.   

While we continue to invest in and expand our new businesses, we 
won’t lose sight of the industries that have made us the center of 
commerce and culture.  We will pursue a five borough economic agenda 
that integrates new industries with traditional drivers of job growth in 
our city. 

Finally, we will not forget our obligations to the people of this city still 
recovering from the after effects of super-storm Sandy.  
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We are resolved to make the efforts underway function more effectively 
and efficiently.  

In the aftermath of the storm, I personally made it my mission to see the 
devastation in those neighborhoods myself.  

I made a promise that if elected Mayor, I would make this recovery a 
focus of my administration.  

In the coming weeks we'll make good on the pledge with a 
comprehensive review and updated plan to help those still feeling the 
effects of Sandy. 

And above all, we WILL give a fair shot to those who deserve it most – 
our children – ALL of them. 

We will offer every child from every borough of this city truly universal 
full-day Pre-K.   

We will provide quality extended learning programs for every middle 
schooler.   

And for this, we won’t wait.  We have a detailed plan to put this program 
into effect THIS September. 

And we will do this by asking those who make more than a half-million 
dollars a year to pay a little more in taxes. 

For those making between $500,000 and a million dollars a year, that 
means an average of about 900 bucks a year.  But to the young minds 
that we help shape…the pre-teen lives that we keep safe…the generation 
of working New Yorkers that we put on a path to success…it will be 
priceless.  
 
Now, I know that last part has been the subject of some debate in recent 
weeks.  And I know that people of good conscience can have different 
plans for how to achieve better outcomes for our kids.  So let me take 
just a moment to make MY case for why our plan is the way to make that 
promise to our young people a reality. 
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There are some who say that Albany shouldn't approve our plan 
because the STATE government simply cannot raise ANY taxes right 
now.   

But that is NOT the debate.  We’re not asking Albany to raise the state 
income tax by a penny to pay for universal Pre-K and after-school 
programs here in New York City.  We’re simply asking Albany to allow 
New York City to tax itself – its wealthiest residents…those making a 
half-million or more a year.   

Raising taxes on the rich makes our commitment to our kids more than 
just words.  It makes that commitment REAL.  It makes that 
commitment FAIR.  And it offers a promise to our kids that they can 
COUNT ON.   

If there ARE extra resources in the state budget, we must remember 
that the courts have ruled – in the landmark Campaign for Fiscal Equity 
decision several years ago -- that we are currently being short-changed 
on our OVERALL state education budget…to the tune of several BILLION 
dollars.   

Here in New York City we have a detailed plan, and it’s on the table – 
one that’s real; that’s fair; that’s reasonable.  

So, let’s dedicate the funding we need to do what New York City must – 
and let’s tap the wealthiest New Yorkers to do so. 

This is about the children of New York, and just how strong of a 
commitment we are willing to make to THEIR futures…and OUR OWN. 

And that is a commitment I hear every day -- not just from middle class, 
working class, and low-income New Yorkers – but from good people 
from EVERY income bracket – people who know that for New York to 
move forward, we must ask those who have achieved great success to 
give a little back…to ensure that stories like theirs are possible for the 
next generation.    

As I said in my inaugural address, we do not do this to punish success.  
We do it to create more success stories.   
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New Yorkers don’t look at government as federal and state and local.  
They look at it – at all of us – as their elected representatives…the 
people they are counting on to make a difference in their lives.   

And we here in New York City government have many tools at our 
disposal to make good on that promise…on that responsibility…and we 
will use them. 

We find ourselves at a fork in the road.  We can look down the path that 
we’ve been on for far too long.  We can see it as the easier trail to 
traverse, and fool ourselves into thinking it’s our only option. 

Or we can take the OTHER road…the path to closing the inequality 
gap…that very NEW YORK option of taking on big challenges and 
getting results. 

That’s what Mayor La Guardia did – bringing the New Deal to New York 
City.  That’s what so many women and men of great vision and 
compassion…of strong values and quiet struggle…of fierce 
determination and relentless action…have done throughout New York’s 
history. 

That’s the path I choose today.  I ask my fellow citywide elected officials, 
members of this City Council and the State Legislature – and all New 
Yorkers – to join me. 

We’ve one got one chance to get this right.  Let’s seize it.   

Thank you, and God bless the people of New York! 

 

### 
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Motorcade is departing from the east gate. Not the west gate. 
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Subject

Dom should be in this too.
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Subject

Hello,
 
Please see below for the travel manifests for transportation to the SOTC. The vehicles will be
departing from the West Gate of City Hall at 11:00am sharp. Please be in your designated vehicles
by 10:55am. Let me or Edie know if you have any questions
 
Lead Car(NYPD):
Mayor
First Lady
 
Follow Car (NYPD truck):
Edie Sharp
Rachel Noerdlinger
Laura Santucci
 
Follow Car 2(Press truck- Driver Glenn Sokolofsky):
Peter Ragone
Phil Walzak
John de Cecato



 
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
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It’s a great honor to join Mayor de Blasio, Deputy Mayor Glen and this wonderful 

team to ensure that every New Yorker has a safe, high-quality, affordable home in a 

neighborhood that helps its residents build better lives for themselves and their 

children. No city can call itself great when people are forced to choose between 

skipping the rent or seeing their kids go hungry, of going without heat or going 

without the medicine their partners need.  No one should have to force themselves 

at the end of a hard day to close their eyes to the mold and mice and misery of 

dilapidated housing.  And no city can thrive when luxury penthouses look over 

neighborhoods where parents have to panic that their kids will not make it home 

from school safely, where talented people willing to work hard can’t find jobs, where 

the street is marked by decay rather than the vibrant energy that makes New York 

City great.  

  

New York City has led the nation in trying to ensure affordable housing and safe, 

high opportunity neighborhoods for all its residents, but the challenge is huge, and 

at times it feels like we’ve been swimming upstream – losing precious units even as 

we’ve tried hard to provide for the needs of a growing population.  But now we have 

an incredible opportunity to make New York a 21st Century Progressive City.   We 

have a mayor who not only has an ambitious goal and a clear vision, but who knows 

community development first hand from his years as Regional Director of the US 

Department of Housing and Urban Development.  We have a deputy mayor who has 

spent her entire career focused on finding creative, smart ways to revitalize 

communities.  We have a mandate from voters to make New York City a place of 



opportunity not just for the fortunate, but for every family, in every neighborhood.  

We have challenges to be sure, but we have an incredible chance to show the world 

that you can have a city that is both thriving and equitable, that provides parks and 

other high quality services to enrich every neighborhood, and that helps every New 

Yorker to build the life she or he wants.  

 

I’m delighted to be given the honor of joining the mayor and deputy mayor in 

pursuing those goals.  It’s a bit daunting, to say the least, to think about helping to 

create and preserve 200,000 units of housing, when that is about 1000 times the 

number of homes in the town in which I grew up.  My father chose to set up an auto 

body shop in Naturita, Colorado in its boom years in the late 1950s and early 1960s, 

when the uranium mines in the surrounding hills were supplying vanadium for the 

cold war.  We arrived just in time for the bust of the 60’s, which unfortunately 

persists to this day.  It was dirt poor and lacked all social services.  While I learned 

many lessons from dedicated teachers, the school struggled to provide even the 

basics.  Drunk-driving, drugs, and violence claimed many young men, while girls 

took on the responsibilities of parenthood before they were even old enough to get a 

learner’s permit.  It turned out that our houses and trailers had been built or parked 

on the radioactive waste from the mines (which some folks say give me a nice 

glow!).  My sister and I spent many nights in our basement bedroom trying to ignore 

the fumes of battery acid and radiator coolant from the shop on the other side of the 

wall.   I have fond memories of times with my wonderful family, but Naturita was 



not a neighborhood of opportunity. It closed doors, rather than opening 

possibilities.  

 

I was incredibly lucky to escape – I won a cooking scholarship with my orange-

glazed porkchops and razzle dazzle jello salad, and was able to go to Colorado State 

University.  There, a wonderful professor named Derry Eynon encouraged me to 

submit a story idea to Consumer Reports Magazine, and Consumer Reports saw 

something in my letter and offered me an internship.  Having little sense, other than 

a sense of adventure, I decided NYC seemed doable when I lucked into affordable, 

safe housing.  I moved into the Webster Apartments for Women on 9th Avenue and 

34th Street, and begin to build the live I wanted to lead.  I’ve been so fortunate – I 

have an amazingly warm, funny, loving and supersmart husband, who came to NYC 

from Argentina.  I have two incredible children, Joshua now a NYC Urban Fellow, 

and Sarah, now a freshman at Swarthmore.  At NYU Law School and at the Furman 

Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy I have had the fortune of doing work that I 

love every day, with people I learn from and enjoy.  I owe New York City, and the 

chance that it gave me from that safe space on 34th Street, so much.  I want New 

York City to continue to give people like me opportunities.  I want every New Yorker 

to have the safe and affordable home that I was lucky to find, in a neighborhood that 

allows them to get the education and job they need, to develop the friendships and 

families that will sustain them, to build the meaningful lives they want, and at the 

end of the day – to say – my neighborhood helped make that possible.  

 



It is such an honor to be part of the Mayor’s team that will try to make that vision a 

reality.  Thank you for giving me the opportunity to give back to the City that has 

given me so much.   
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Hello all,
 
Please meet the Mayor and advance staff backstage by the Mayor’s hold room immediately
following the speech in order to ride with the motorcade back to City Hall. Ronalie will help get you
into the vehicles, however the vehicles will  not wait.
 
Thanks
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Rob Bennett will ride in NYPD Follow car
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Please load into the vehicles at the East Gate. Dominic Williams will ride in the 2  follow car.
 
Thanks
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hello,
 
Please see below for the travel manifests for transportation to the SOTC. The vehicles will be
departing from the West Gate of City Hall at 11:00am sharp. Please be in your designated vehicles
by 10:55am. Let me or Edie know if you have any questions
 
Lead Car(NYPD):
Mayor
First Lady
 
Follow Car (NYPD truck):
Edie Sharp
Rachel Noerdlinger
Laura Santucci
 
Follow Car 2(Press truck- Driver Glenn Sokolofsky):
Peter Ragone
Phil Walzak
John de Cecato
 
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
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Hey John,
 
You can pretty quickly create a login. Just type in your email address and choose a password. Call
Diana ) at the Photo Desk if you need any help.
 
Best,
Rob
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Thanks so much.. Is there an ID/password?
 

From: <Bennett>, Rob <RobBennett@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 12, 2014 at 10:10 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: photo gallery
 
We set up a photo gallery for you where we will put all photos going forward.
 
http://nycmo.photoshelter.com/gallery/John-Del-Cecato/G0000K3fPfAacZ5k
 
Best,
Rob Bennett
Chief Mayoral Photographer
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Hello,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting tomorrow at 6:00pm in the Mayor’s Outer Ceremonial Office. Let
me know if you have any issues attending this meeting.
 
Best,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
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From: De Blasio Press <mklein@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sat, 15 Feb 2014 16:37:08 -0500
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma"
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Note from bdb re: Cuomo comments on inequality

From the mayor: "I will restrain myself but only up to a point." In reference to the article 
below.

Cuomo turns ‘tale of two cities’ on de Blasio in pre-K fight
NEW YORK POST - Carl Campanile
February 15, 2014

Gov. Cuomo dropped a political bomb on Mayor de Blasio Friday by turning the mayor’s own 
“tale of two cities” mantra against him in the fevered fight over pre-K funding.

“I know the ‘tale of two cities.’ The answer to the tale of two cities is not to create two 
states,” Cuomo said in a WNYC radio interview blasting de Blasio’s plan to hike city income 
taxes on the rich to pay for universal pre-K classes within the five boroughs.
“The answer to inequity and inequality is not to create more inequity and inequality,” Cuomo 
added.

Cuomo even got in a sly dig at de Blasio’s claim to the “two cities” theme, suggesting he’s 
not the first politician to invoke it.
In a bit of political one-upmanship that hit close to his own home, Cuomo pointed out that it 
was his father, Mario Cuomo, who brought up the very same “two cities” issue 30 years ago.

“I was in the audience in 1984 at the Democratic convention when I think it was articulated 
very well,” said Cuomo.
If that wasn’t enough to grab de Blasio’s attention, Cuomo also came to the defense of the 
wealthy who would largely bear the burden of the mayor’s tax proposal.

Cuomo said the state has already extended a surcharge on millionaires “which is one of the 
reasons why we have the resources to pay for pre-K statewide.”



Cuomo is pushing for $2 billion in statewide tax cuts as he seeks a sweeping re-election 
victory this year, and higher taxes for the city don’t fit into that agenda.

Cuomo argued that a new tax just on New York City residents earning at least $500,000 
wouldn’t be fair to less affluent municipalities that don’t have such an enormous pocket of 
wealth to finance more pre-K classes in their school districts.

“I don’t support a system that the millionaires in New York City funding a system for the 
children in New York City. I support a statewide system because the children in New York City 
are precious and so are the children of Buffalo and so are the children in Albany and the 
children in Suffolk,” Cuomo said.

He insisted his $1.5 billion universal, full-day pre-K plan phased in over five years is 
adequate despite de Blasio putting the cost of the city’s program alone at more than $2.5 
billion.

Even though the mayor and his surrogates have repeatedly pushed back hard against 
Cuomo’s plan , the mayor’s office on Friday responded gently to his latest comments.

“The mayor and the governor share a commitment to ending inequality, but an honest 
assessment of the mayor’s plan for universal pre–K leaves no doubt: It’s best for the people 
of New York state as well. It provides free, universal pre-K for the children of New York City 
with the funding to pay for it,” said de Blasio spokeswoman Marti Adams.



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

All-

Call moves to 2:30. Dial in stays the same.

Than you 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hi all,
 
The Planning Call will potentially be moved to 2:30PM.
 
Please stand by for final confirmation from Lindsay.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Planning Call, tomorrow, Monday February 17 @ 12PM.



 
The dial in information is:
 
Dial-in Number: (   
Code: 
 
Please accept the calendar invite and confirm receipt.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: <Katz>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, February 17, 2014 at 10:14 AM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Singleton, Jessica"
<JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ken Sunshine <sunshine@sunshinesachs.com>, John
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Dante and Questlove

The Mayor is set to go on the Tonight Show in a week.
 
Flagging today’s DN cartoon and wondering if we could turn this into an appearance
together.  Questlove is a BdB fan and was at our staff party a few months back…
 
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/tonight-night-article-1.1615073
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-2958
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Let’s lock this for 12 noon today and whoever can join, should.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Good morning Rebecca,
 
Hope you’re staying warm. Ken is free at 11, 12, 2 and 3 today for a call.
 
Thank you,
Jason
 

Jason Lee | Executive Assistant to Ken Sunshine
o 212.691.2800 | f 212.691.2670 |136 Madison Avenue, 17th Fl. New York, NY 10016
 
 
 

From: Katz, Rebecca [mailto:RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 17, 2014 12:07 PM
To: 'jfdc@akpdmedia.com'; Singleton, Jessica; Ragone, Peter; Jason Lee; Ken Sunshine; Robert
Munoz (rmunoz@akpdmedia.com)
Subject: Inner Circle Convo
 
Guys – we need to reschedule again.
 
Will circle back tomorrow.  Or I may just follow up with you all individually. 
 
Sorry about this. 
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-2958
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 





Bill Deblasio Inner Circle ideas: 
 
“DeBlasio’s Pizzeria” 
 -All dishes come with silverware. 
 -Universal kids’ menu. 
 -Delivery boys complain about having to drive in the snow, but DeBlasio says 
if the schools are open, then they’re working! And under his watch, schools will 
ALWAYS be open, even if Al Roker says they shouldn’t be! 
  -“But it’s Saturday!” 
  -“Deliver to [address], now!” / “But sir, Google Maps says there isn’t a 
house there!” / (DeBlasio hands the delivery boy a hammer and nails) “Then you’d 
better get busy! I promised to fix housing in 30 minutes or less, remember!” 
 
Playing chess, opponent (Cuomo?) captures his bishop, demands it be released 
immediately. 
 
“There’s too much snow! You’re in over your head!” 
“How much is there?” 
“Six feet!” 
“Nope, not over my head yet!” 









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yep. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

can’t think of anything off top of my head with brick background - but no shortage of workaday diners in 
NYC!  

From: <Kavanagh>, Laura <lkavanagh@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, February 20, 2014 at 10:58 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: Mayor's Office of Film, Theatre, and Broadcasting

Thought maybe you would have some ideas on this
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Also adding Laura.
LK - see below. Any thoughts on spots to rec to the WH? 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Thanks! Much appreciated. 

Max Sevillia, Esq.
Director
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Suite 350
Washington, D.C. 20004
Tel. (202) 624-5908
Cell. (347) 276-6572
msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

On Feb 20, 2014, at 10:46 AM, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

I called the pizza place where the mayor did the roundtable on staten island, which 
matches their description of what they're looking for, haven't heard back.

Will try again today. 



 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Anything on this?

Max Sevillia, Esq.
Director
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Suite 350
Washington, D.C. 20004
Tel. (202) 624-5908
Cell. (347) 276-6572
msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Doody, Jillian" <Jillian Doody@ovp.eop.gov>
Date: February 20, 2014 at 9:35:39 AM EST
To: "'Sevillia, Max'" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Mayor's Office of Film, Theatre, and Broadcasting

Hi! Just checking on this – we’re trying to nail something down asap since 
we want to film Monday!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
On it. Will get you something by wed, ok?
 
Best!

Max Sevillia, Esq.
Director
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Suite 350
Washington, D.C. 20004
Tel. (202) 624-5908
Cell. (347) 276-6572
msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



On Feb 17, 2014, at 1:22 PM, "Doody, Jillian" 
<Jillian_Doody@ovp.eop.gov> wrote:

Hi Max,
 
Hope you are doing well – Elias in White House IGA directed 
me to you.
 
The VP is filming a PSA with several actors on campus sexual 
assault. It will be much like the PSA he did with the President 
and male athletes on dating violence that you may have 
seen: http://www.whitehouse.gov/1is2many
 
Our goal is to release in April. We are looking to film in NYC 
diners – we don’t need crews (we will use WH 
videographers), but we would like to know from your office 
what diners in NYC would be comfortable with us filming. 
We’re looking for something a little “gritty” – maybe brick 
walls in the background, for example. Our first taping is a 
week from today, so any suggestions you have would be 
greatly appreciated. Please let me know if you have any 
questions.
 
Thank you!
 
Jillian
 
Jillian Doody
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
Deputy Director of Public Engagement
Office of the Vice President
202-456-1437 desk | 202-503-5370 blackberry
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

The Planning meeting will be this Sunday at 1pm by phone. They will now be every Sunday moving
forward at 1pm in person unless otherwise specified.
 
Thank you!
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

The Planning meeting will be this Sunday at 1pm by phone. They will now be every
Sunday moving forward at 1pm in person unless otherwise specified.
 
Thank you!
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I can try to dial in but have to be in NJ that afternoon.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
I will be traveling.

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hello all,
 
Due to the Mayor’s attendance at the St Pat’s for All Parade on Sunday, the Planning meeting is
scheduled for 3:30pm in the COW.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gotcha - no prob - tx

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 at 12:44 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Planning Meeting - Sunday 3/2

Sorry Committee of the Whole room at City Hall. My fault for not clarifying
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Sorry - what’s the COW?

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 at 12:08 PM
To: Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Dom 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Santucci, Laura" <LSantucci@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca 
Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris 
<AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wiley, Maya" 
<MWiley@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Noerdlinger, Rachel" <RNoerdlinger@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz 
<rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Seignious, Sandy" <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Griffith, Chantell" 
<CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Shapiro, Leigh" <LShapiro@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond" 
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, 
Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Planning Meeting - Sunday 3/2

Hello all,
 
Due to the Mayor’s attendance at the St Pat’s for All Parade on Sunday, the Planning meeting is 
scheduled for 3:30pm in the COW.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York



Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Any chance you are available at 3 PM today for a call?  If not, here are the DRAFt sketches.  They
need some work.
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



BDB QUESTLOVE

The Mayor is at his desk. 

    RECEPTIONIST (O.S)
Mayor, your son is here to see you,  

    MAYOR
Send him in. 

Questlove enters.  

    MAYOR
Ms. Jackson, this isn’t my son. It’s my new Chief 
of City Music. 

    QUESTLOVE     
No worries, happens all the time.    

    MAYOR
You said you had an idea to liven up the city. What 
is it?

    QUESTLOVE
Walk ons. 

    MAYOR
Walk ons? 

    QUESTLOVE
Kind of like on the Tonight Show where everyone 
has a theme song. We give famous New Yorkers 
their own themesongs.  Everytime someone walks 
into your office their special song plays. 
  MAYOR
Isn’t that politically dangerous? 
  QUESTLOVE
Nah, it never ever ever backfires. 



    MAYOR
Like what would you do for Donald Trump? 

Questlove hits his ipod and with each name we hear the 
song. We could punch it with a photo. 
    QUESTLOVE

This one.  Hair (Give Me a Head with Hair). 
        
    MAYOR   

ARod. 

QUESTLOVE
Money for Nothing.     

    MAYOR
Alec Baldwin. 

QUESTLOVE
Shout. 

       
    MAYOR

Bernie Madoff. 

QUESTLOVE
Don’t think he’s gonna be walking anywhere soon.  
But one of these. I Fought the Law and the Law 
Won or Take the Money and Run 

(WE COULD PLAY THIS OUT ONCE YOU GET US OTHER 
NAMES TO “TARGET”, WE ADD REPORTERS)
       
    MAYOR

This is great. Brilliant.  Would I have my own song 
when I speak in public. You know,like Hail to the 
Chief. 
  QUESTLOVE
I was thinking more like this.  Taxman.  

Questlove leaves. 



    RECEPTIONIST 
Your next appointment is here. 

WE HAVE A SURPRISE CELEB ENTER AND A SONG 
PLAYS AS THE ENDING
Example—Bloomberg--Short People: Mike Woodson 99 
problems; Kathie Lee and Hoda—Bottle of Wine: Al Roker—
Let It Snow; School’s Out. 
 



BDB VIDEO BUMPERS 
 
As bumpers and breaks in between sketches we can 
show  man in street videos of celebs or real people 
commenting on the Mayor and his first 80 days 
SAMPLES—IF WE LIKE MORE TO COME 
 
HARRY BELAFONTE 
What kind of New York do I want—let me tell you about 
it. I want a New York where everyone is treated equally  
except if you live on the Upper East Side 
 
AVERAGE PERSON 
He’s the greatest mayor we’ve had since Bloomberg 
 
KID 
I love him because I can drink big sodas and not worry 
about getting arrested 
 
JASON COLLINS 
He’s done a great job, I was unemployed before he 
became mayor. 
Or 
I want a mayor who sticks up for the little guy 
MAYOR BLOOMBERG 
Me too! Miss me? 
 
MARTHA PLIMPTON 



I want a New York where they close the George 
Washington Bridge 24 hours a day to incoming traffic 
from New Jersey 
 
ALAN CUMMING (note—he could play an emcee for us 
on stage if free) 
Very disappointed. If he believes in diversity where are 
all the Scottish appointments? 
 
BIG PAPI 
I want a New York where the Mayor can wear a Red Sox 
hat to Yankee stadium. Because this is his #$#@@ city 
 
ORDINARY PERSON ON STREET 
The best thing I say about him—he’s tall…he’s taller 
than Bloomberg 
 
The mayor. Love him. You can really travel fast across 
town if you get behind his motorcade. 



SCRIPT TITLE

Written by

Name of First Writer

Based on, If Any

Address
Phone Number



BDB GAME SHOW

Note--we can do as Jeopardy or can do as a new show BDB 
brought to New York “Are You Smarter than our new Mayor/How 
Much Do You Know about New York City”. Let me know which 
concept grabs you and we can adjust but for now JEOPARDY 
works best. Simple set: podium for a “host type” and two 
contestants: The Mayor and Al Sharpton (or Questlove) 

HOST
Welcome to tonight’s episode of 
Jeopardy, New York Celebrity 
edition. Both our contestants 
tonight will be playing for their 
favorite charity.  Now the game is 
simple, there are 6 categories to 
pick from, our goal is to test 
their general knowledge as well as 
specific knowledge about New York, 
All responses must be phrased in 
question form. Now let’s meet our 
contestants. First up is the 
current Mayor of New York, please 
welcome Bill DeBlasio. 

The Mayor enters.

HOST (CONT’D)
And now our second contestant, he’s 
a Baptist minister, 
television/radio talk show host and 
one time Presidential candidate.

The Mayor hits his buzzer.

MAYOR
Who is Mike Huckabee?

HOST
The game hasn’t begun yet.

MAYOR
Sorry, I was going a little too 
fast...again.

HOST
Please welcome the Reverend Al 
Sharpton. Reverend Sharpton, what 
charity are you playing for?

AL
I’m playing for an organization 
that has fallen on hard times. 

(MORE)



The New York Knicks. They are my 
favorite team.

HOST
And Mayor, who are you playing for?

MAYOR
Also playing for my favorite team. 
The Sandinistas.

HOST
Take a look at our board at the 
categories.

We see the categories on a board: the Media; Local Politics; 
Sports; James Brown; SocialMedia and NYC History.

HOST (CONT’D)
Mr. Mayor you control the board.

MAYOR
I’ll take Local Politics for $100 
Alex. 

With each “play: the board reveals the clue.

HOST
Stop and frisk.

Mayor buzzes.  

MAYOR
What is a racially discriminatory 
policy?

HOST
Wrong.

Al buzzes in.

AL
What is a fun game Elliot Spitzer 
plays with Lis Smith?

HOST
Correct, You control the board 
Reverend.

AL
I’ll take the Media for $100.

HOST
Rachel Maddow.

2.

AL (CONT'D)



Al buzzes.

AL
Who runs MSNBC?

HOST
Incorrect.

Mayor buzzes.

MAYOR
Who is too conservative for me? 

HOST
Correct. Mayor back to you.

MAYOR
The Media for $200.

HOST
The New York Post. Rupert Murdoch.  
Fox News.

Mayor buzzes.

MAYOR
What is the axis of evil?

HOST
Correct.

MAYOR
The Media for $300.

HOST
The Grey Lady.

Mayor buzzes.

MAYOR
What is the wrong thing to call 
Barbra Walters (we need a grande 
dame of NYC)

NOTE--WE DO A FEW MORE, END ON FINAL JEOPARDY, MAYOR WINS, 
GETS A CHECK AND GIVES TO A CHE GUEVERA LOOKALIKE

AGAIN--ANY OF THESE JOKES WHICH ARE TOO SENSITIVE WE CAN SWAP 
OUT.

3.



4.



 1 

()
BDB JOB INTERVIEW  
(Mayor, Steve Buscemi 
as Nucky)  

(2 CHAIRS AND A DESK, ARE SET CENTER 
STAGE. MAYOR HOLDS A CLIPBOARD. HE SITS 
IN THE CHAIR BEHIND THE DESK) 

MAYOR DEBLASIO
As you may have heard, I have a few 

appointments left to make. So, in the interest of 

total transparency, I’m going to have one of the 

interviews right here. I think the applicant is ready. 

The position is Czar of Snow Removal and 

Enforcement. Please send in Enoch Johnson.

(STEVE BUSCEMI ENTERS AS NUCKY. MAYOR 
STANDS AND TAKES A FEW STEPS TO GREET 
HIM. NUCKY SITS BEHIND THE DESK) 

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Mr. Johnson?

NUCKY
They call me Nucky.

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Nucky? 

NUCKY 
It’s a kind of a nickname, like Lucky, Waxey, 

Chalky, Scarface. The usual.



 2 

()
BDB JOB INTERVIEW 
(Mayor, Steve Buscemi
as Nucky) 

MAYOR DEBLASIO
It’s just that Nucky sounds a bit…unusual. 

NUCKY
So, you’re suggesting I change my name, ‘cause it 

sounds funny?

MAYOR DEBLASIO
No. I’d never suggest that. That would be wrong. 

Let’s move on. Have you had much experience in 

government?

NUCKY
You kidding me? I have an Empire! On the 

Boardwalk.

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Good. So you can honestly say that you’re a 

leader.

NUCKY
If we only elected or appointed honest men, we’d 

have no leaders.



 3 

()
BDB JOB INTERVIEW 
(Mayor, Steve Buscemi 
as Nucky)  

MAYOR DEBLASIO
(LAUGHS) Ain’t that the truth! 

(CHANGES TONE) Enforcement is part of this 

position. Is that within your current job description?

NUCKY
I have people who do the enforcing. I’m more of a 

delegator. 

MAYOR DEBLASIO
According to the press, have an issue with snow. 

Do you have any experience removing snow?

NUCKY
Let’s just say that I’ve had some unwanted things 

removed and leave it at that.

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Okay. Well, you seem qualified for this. Thanks 

very much for coming in.

NUCKY
When do I start?

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Well, I still have a few applicants to meet.



 4 

()
BDB JOB INTERVIEW 
(Mayor, Steve Buscemi 
as Nucky) 

NUCKY
Good luck with that. Now close the door on your 

way out.

(NUCKY EXCUSES THE MAYOR, WHO EXITS IN 
DEFEAT)



 1 

BDB HONEYMOONERS 
(Mayor, Chirlane-Alice, Cynthia Nixon-Trixie, Steve Buscemi-Norton) 

(A SUGGESTION OF THE HONEYMOONERS KITCHEN - A KITCHEN TABLE WITH 2 
CHAIRS, CENTER, PERHAPS A DOOR, UPSTAGE CENER. CYNTHIA ENTERS THRU THE 
DOOR, OR UP CENTER, HOLDING A SMALL PAPER BAG)

TRIXIE
Alice! Alice! 

(WE HEAR ALICE’S VOICE – OFF STAGE RIGHT)

ALICE (O.S.)
Be out in a minute, Trix. 

TRIXIE
I brought the onions I borrowed. 

(CHIRLANE ENTERS AS ALICE)

ALICE
Thanks, Trixie. You’re just in time. I’m about to put this in the oven. 

TRIXIE
What are you having for your big anniversary dinner? 

ALICE
Pizza. And you know Hizzonor. He likes to eat it with a knife and fork. 

TRIXIE
And he calls himself Italian! You know, Alice, I was thinking back to the old days, before we were both 
married.

ALICE
Those were some fun times. Remember how, after poetry class, we used to “experiment.”

TRIXIE
Yeah, just to see what it was like to “play for the other team” because it was so “forbidden.”

ALICE
I can’t believe we went to that Al D’Amato campaign rally. Now I know why our parents warned us 
about turning Republican. 

TRIXIE
I can’t imagine living a life like that. Well, listen, Ed will be home any minute and I haven’t started his 
supper yet. You know how low energy he gets when he doesn’t eat…

(STEVE, AS NORTON, MAKES A BIG ENTRANCE THRU THE DOOR. HE CARRIES A BEAT-
UP CANDELABRA)



 2 

NORTON
Hellooo, ladies! What’s for supper? 

TRIXIE
I was just going upstairs to put it on. See ya later, Alice.

(SHE EXITS)

ALICE
Hiya, Ed. What do you have there? 

NORTON
This? This is a genuine 17th Century silver candelabra, forged by Paul Revere. 

ALICE
Paul Revere lived in the 18th Century. 

NORTON
He was a man ahead of his time. It’s my anniversary gift to you and the big man.

ALICE
That’s awfully sweet, Ed. But we can’t accept it. It’s too valuable. Why don’t you and Trixie keep it? 

NORTON
We have one already.

ALICE
Where’d you get them? 

(AS HE PUTS IT ON THE TABLE)

NORTON
In the sewer! Rinse it off and it’ll be just like new. There’s a lot of stuff down there – David Dinkins’ 
old tax returns, Giuliani’s little black book, and today, we chased a rat that was as big as… 

(THE MAYOR ENTERS THRU THE DOOR IN RALPH KRAMDEN FASHON)

MAYOR DEBLASIO
I’m hungry. Where’s my dinner?

ALICE
It’ll be ready in as soon as you wash up.  
Look what Ed brought us for our anniversary. 

NORTON
Take a look at that, old boy! Genuine silver forged by none other than Paul Revere. 

(HE PICKS UP CANDELABRA AND EXAMINES IT)
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MAYOR DEBLASIO
This thing must be worth millions! Better put it away, or I’ll have to pay tax on it. Where’d you get it? 

NORTON
In the sewer!

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Will you get outta here, Norton!

(NORTON EXITS, RETURNS FOR A MOMENT TO TAKE BACK THE CANDELABRA, EXITS 
AGAIN)

ALICE
Norton was just trying to be nice. The least you could do is show him some gratitude. 

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Gratitude. Gratitude? I’ve gotta show him gratitude? When is someone gonna show me some gratitude? 
I work my fingers to the bone for this city and what do I get? Weathermen are mocking me. The New 
York Post calls me “a Cuba-loving socialist.” I’m the mayor, Alice. You get that? I’m the mayor. And 
you’re all nothing. Get that? I’m the mayor and you’re nothing. 

ALICE
So what? You’re the mayor of nothing. Now sit down and eat your pizza before you waste away to 
nothing.   

MAYOR DEBLASIO
One of these days, Alice, bang-zoom! To the Upper East Side! 

(THEY EMBRACE)

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Baby, you’re the greatest!

(OUT)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Great.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Works for John.
 

From: Katz, Rebecca [mailto:RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2014 1:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato
Cc: Robert Munoz
Subject: Inner Circle
 
Any chance you are available at 3 PM today for a call?  If not, here are the DRAFt sketches.  They
need some work.
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

code: 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Works for John.
 

From: Katz, Rebecca [mailto:RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 28, 2014 1:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato
Cc: Robert Munoz
Subject: Inner Circle
 
Any chance you are available at 3 PM today for a call?  If not, here are the DRAFt sketches.  They
need some work.
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

FWIW

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/education/albany-charter-cash-big-banks-making-bundle-new-
construction-schools-bear-cost-article-1.448008

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, March 2, 2014 at 3:32 PM
To: "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jonathan Rosen 
<jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Dom Williams 
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Santucci, Laura" <LSantucci@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz 
<RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris 
<AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wiley, Maya" 
<MWiley@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Noerdlinger, Rachel" <RNoerdlinger@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Robert Munoz 
<rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Seignious, Sandy" <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Griffith, Chantell" 
<CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Shapiro, Leigh" <LShapiro@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond" 
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice" 
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Sharp, Edie" <ESharp@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Planning Meeting - Sunday 3/2 - 3:45 UPDATED TIME

The Call will now be at 3:45
 
 
Dial in:   Access Code: 
 
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:



Subject:
 
Hello all,
 
The Planning meeting will now take place as a phone call, no need to come into City Hall. Please let 
me know if you are able to make it .  
 
Dial in:   Access Code: 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hello all,
 
Due to the Mayor’s attendance at the St Pat’s for All Parade on Sunday, the Planning meeting is 
scheduled for 3:30pm in the COW.
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi All,
 
This meeting will now start at 11:15am. Please hold outside of the Mayor’s office a few minutes
before unless a message is sent that the meeting is further delayed. Thanks!
 
-Javon



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi All- The Mayor is off his call. Please come down now if you have not done so already. Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
All- The Mayor is still not off his call. I will let you know when to report down. Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Please come down no later than 11:25am unless an update is sent. Thank you!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi All,
 
This meeting will now start at 11:15am. Please hold outside of the Mayor’s office a few minutes
before unless a message is sent that the meeting is further delayed. Thanks!
 
-Javon





CAPITAL NY—How de Blasio can fix his press problem
By Blake Zeff
 
 
Between the acts of nature, harsh realities of dealing with Albany, and some unforced errors, it’s
been a challenging first two months for the de Blasio administration. 
 
The mayor's managerial skills were tested early and often by the snowiest winter in memory. His
signature pre-K plan came under attack from his frenemy, Andrew Cuomo. And he grew frustrated
answering questions about a call to the police department about an ally, and then about the driving
of his security detail.
 
Compounding all of it has been his startlingly toxic relationship with the New York City press corps. 
 
The bad news is that as long as the press is hostile to him—and nearly every reporter I’ve spoken to
who covers City Hall has ripped him—it will impede his policy and political goals. The good news for
him is it’s still very early, and the relationship is salvageable.
 
I'm out of the business of political communications now, after a decade working for candidates and
officials on the local, state and presidential level. But if I were advising de Blasio, here's what I'd tell
him:
 
You need to adjust your perspective when it comes to the media, fast, beginning by recognizing that
you now have a 24-hour press corps devoted to covering nothing but you. This isn't true of many
other elected officials in the country who aren't governors or the president. Even U.S. senators
don’t get the kind of round-the-clock attention a mayor of New York City gets. This is obviously a big
adjustment from when you were the public advocate and had to hustle to get press attention. And
whatever you think you know from your experience as a political operative, this intense media
attention isn't something you're simply going to handle with clever tactics. This is a reality that
you're going to have to deal with for as long as you're mayor.  
 
This means that when you give a speech to a group like AIPAC, you can't not tell the press about it
and then act surprised when you get caught. It means that when you hang out with Upper East
Siders and talk about the snow, it's a public event, subject to scrutiny and interpretation. And it
means that when you call the police to check in on a politically supportive reverend’s arrest, it’s a
story. I get that it’s annoying that your predecessor got away with going to Bermuda on many
weekends and being left alone. And I realize that none of these items would have been newsworthy
when you were a councilman or public advocate. But they're news now.
 
Speaking of which, it shouldn't come as news to you that the New York City press corps will
sometimes focus on stories that aren't important. Should reporters care more about the policy
details of pre-K and paid sick leave than your pizza etiquette and the timing of your move to Gracie
Mansion? 100 percent. When they don't, it can be maddening. Will it change anytime soon, no
matter how many lectures you deliver to them about it? Not a chance. You ran to be mayor of the



tabloid capital of America. Sideshows come with the job. You need to manage this, and can.
 
For example, realize that the reporters have editors who are demanding they write a certain number
of stories every single day. They’re under enormous pressure to please their bosses, and not get
beat by others. Therefore, if you don’t give them something to cover, they’ll find it themselves. This
is where an old maxim for dealing with the New York tabloids, which we used in a war room many
years back, comes in: Give them a hamburger, or become the hamburger. 
 
You need to feed these reporters fun and interesting story ideas. Sometimes this means putting
what seem unimportant little things on the public schedule, like meeting with constituents or
speaking at events. Let the press in on things like your post-storm meeting on the Upper East Side,
even if the circumstances aren't ideal for you; better to have them there for the apology, in your
words, than let them interpret it afterward.
 
Also, as documented on this site by Dana Rubinstein, you've often seemed unprepared to give
meaningful answers to substantive questions, even when they're on topics that you're choosing to
highlight. That has to change, if your complaints about the superficial stuff are to be taken seriously.
 
Here’s another way not to needlessly infuriate your devoted press corps. If you insist on limiting
their access to you (including prematurely exiting press conferences or declining to answer
questions), don’t then go on a run of national media appearances. I saw you on Alec Baldwin, Al
Sharpton, Chris Hayes, Jon Stewart, and the Today Show in the last few weeks alone, and there’s
word you’ll also be on "The Good Wife." It’s got to be fun to get invited on to all these shows and
indulge the desire to get some national attention. But know that if you do that at the same time you
keep your distance from the local press, the local press is not going to be pleased.
 
Be proactive, getting your positive story out on a given topic before a negative one develops. For
example, take the never-ending rash of snow storms the city has endured. In truth, your
administration has done a good job handling them, overall. Yet the enduring stories were distraught
Upper East Siders and, bizarrely, Al Roker. 
 
It’s not hard to imagine how your predecessor’s press office might have handled this. Howard
Wolfson would have inundated the media with tons of data showing how impressive the
administration’s performance was, from the unprecedented number of snow storms they were
enduring to the number of blocks cleared in how many hours compared to previous years, etc. This
would have been done via press release, Twitter, and proactive emails and phone calls to every
reporter who might be covering the management of the storm. In the absence of an all-out effort
like this, you end up with "SHAMBLES!" and Rokergate. 
 
Finally, it is evident from your approach to the press that you don't think newspaper coverage
matters. An understandable conclusion for your team to draw, since you coasted to election with
the tabloids and Times treating you during the campaign with hostility and tepidness, respectively.
But here's the thing: This isn’t a campaign anymore. Unlike what happened in August, you won’t go
days without stories in the papers, when the only communications voters receive about you is the
media you paid for. Now there are no ads, and saturation coverage in the papers. 



 
The tabloids are picked up by commuters who plunk down a dollar and scan the headlines on the
train. The Daily News has a huge circulation in the outer boroughs, among the very voters you’re
supposed to be connecting with. Along with the Post, it becomes obsessed with issues. It has the
ability to take something on and cover it relentlessly for days.
 
These mini-campaigns thrive on public outrage, and very effectively stoke it. If this is happening
every day, in a climate where you don’t have commercials or endorsement events to counter the
negativity, don't fool yourself: You will take a hit.
 
Remember that story about your security detail flouting traffic laws that was reported by Marcia
Kramer of WCBS? With all due respect to that outlet, the story wasn’t a big deal because everyone
in the city was watching channel 2 that night. It became huge because the tabloids picked it up and
ran with it, and then you reacted angrily instead of intelligently. You may not respect what reporters
do or which stories they focus on. But don’t think that means they don't matter. 
 
In the end, you have plenty of time to turn this around. A different approach to these guys won’t
turn the toxic coverage into gold, but it will mitigate the hostility and make life more manageable.
The key point to remember is that effective communication during campaigns is not the same as
effective communication in government. Now that you’re mayor, you can't bypass your devoted
press corps. The days of riding to glory on a charming Dante ad are, sadly, over.
 
 
Christina Levin

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From: 
Date: 
To:
Subject: 





From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Just met with Daniel Goldstein, who seems kind of fabulous.
 http://www.danielgoldsteindirector.com/about/
 
He is ready to sign up and has friends who can help with costume and (low budget) set design.
 
Emily – How is it going on the producer front?
 
 
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
There will be a call with the Mayor today at 3:45PM.
 
Emma and Laura, would you please join the Mayor in his office at that time.
Edie/Javon will dial John at that time on his cell ).
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Did you have a chance to review this stuff?  Any additional thoughts?
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Overview
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BDB HONEYMOONERS 
(Mayor, Chirlane-Alice, Cynthia Nixon-Trixie, Steve Buscemi-Norton) 

(A SUGGESTION OF THE HONEYMOONERS KITCHEN - A KITCHEN TABLE WITH 2 
CHAIRS, CENTER, PERHAPS A DOOR, UPSTAGE CENER. CYNTHIA ENTERS THRU THE 
DOOR, OR UP CENTER, HOLDING A SMALL PAPER BAG)

TRIXIE
Alice! Alice! 

(WE HEAR ALICE’S VOICE – OFF STAGE RIGHT)

ALICE (O.S.)
Be out in a minute, Trix. 

TRIXIE
I brought the onions I borrowed. 

(CHIRLANE ENTERS AS ALICE)

ALICE
Thanks, Trixie. You’re just in time. I’m about to put this in the oven. 

TRIXIE
What are you having for your big anniversary dinner? 

ALICE
Pizza. And you know Hizzonor. He likes to eat it with a knife and fork. 

TRIXIE
And he calls himself Italian! You know, Alice, I was thinking back to the old days, before we were both 
married.

ALICE
Those were some fun times. Remember how, after poetry class, we used to “experiment.”

TRIXIE
Yeah, just to see what it was like to “play for the other team” because it was so “forbidden.”

ALICE
I can’t believe we went to that Al D’Amato campaign rally. Now I know why our parents warned us 
about turning Republican. 

TRIXIE
I can’t imagine living a life like that. Well, listen, Ed will be home any minute and I haven’t started his 
supper yet. You know how low energy he gets when he doesn’t eat…

(STEVE, AS NORTON, MAKES A BIG ENTRANCE THRU THE DOOR. HE CARRIES A BEAT-
UP CANDELABRA)



 2 

NORTON
Hellooo, ladies! What’s for supper? 

TRIXIE
I was just going upstairs to put it on. See ya later, Alice.

(SHE EXITS)

ALICE
Hiya, Ed. What do you have there? 

NORTON
This? This is a genuine 17th Century silver candelabra, forged by Paul Revere. 

ALICE
Paul Revere lived in the 18th Century. 

NORTON
He was a man ahead of his time. It’s my anniversary gift to you and the big man.

ALICE
That’s awfully sweet, Ed. But we can’t accept it. It’s too valuable. Why don’t you and Trixie keep it? 

NORTON
We have one already.

ALICE
Where’d you get them? 

(AS HE PUTS IT ON THE TABLE)

NORTON
In the sewer! Rinse it off and it’ll be just like new. There’s a lot of stuff down there – David Dinkins’ 
old tax returns, Giuliani’s little black book, and today, we chased a rat that was as big as… 

(THE MAYOR ENTERS THRU THE DOOR IN RALPH KRAMDEN FASHON)

MAYOR DEBLASIO
I’m hungry. Where’s my dinner?

ALICE
It’ll be ready in as soon as you wash up.  
Look what Ed brought us for our anniversary. 

NORTON
Take a look at that, old boy! Genuine silver forged by none other than Paul Revere. 

(HE PICKS UP CANDELABRA AND EXAMINES IT)
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MAYOR DEBLASIO
This thing must be worth millions! Better put it away, or I’ll have to pay tax on it. Where’d you get it? 

NORTON
In the sewer!

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Will you get outta here, Norton!

(NORTON EXITS, RETURNS FOR A MOMENT TO TAKE BACK THE CANDELABRA, EXITS 
AGAIN)

ALICE
Norton was just trying to be nice. The least you could do is show him some gratitude. 

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Gratitude. Gratitude? I’ve gotta show him gratitude? When is someone gonna show me some gratitude? 
I work my fingers to the bone for this city and what do I get? Weathermen are mocking me. The New 
York Post calls me “a Cuba-loving socialist.” I’m the mayor, Alice. You get that? I’m the mayor. And 
you’re all nothing. Get that? I’m the mayor and you’re nothing. 

ALICE
So what? You’re the mayor of nothing. Now sit down and eat your pizza before you waste away to 
nothing.   

MAYOR DEBLASIO
One of these days, Alice, bang-zoom! To the Upper East Side! 

(THEY EMBRACE)

MAYOR DEBLASIO
Baby, you’re the greatest!

(OUT)
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()
FREAKY FRIDAY
(Announcer VO, Mayor, 
Al Roker)  

(NOTE: WE CAN USE EXISTING NEWS FOOTAGE 
WHEREVER POSSIBLE TO MINIMIZE THE 
NUMBER OF NEW SHOTS REQUIRED)

(AERIAL SHOTS OF NYC)

(SHOT OF CALENDAR PAGE – MONDAY)

ANNOUNCER VO
In New York City, Mondays are manic…

(FOOTAGE OF MOTORCADE SPEEDED UP – WE 
HEAR THE MAYOR’S VOICE AS IF HE’S IN THE 
CAR – VOICEOVER, NO NEED TO TAPE IN THE 
CAR) 

MAYOR (VO)
Can’t you guys go any faster?

(SHOT OF CALENDAR PAGE – TUESDAY)

ANNOUNCER (VO)
Tuesdays are terrible!

(TODAY SHOW SET) 

AL ROKER
My alarm clock didn’t go off…I overslept!

(SHOT OF CALENDAR PAGE – WEDNESDAY)

ANNOUNCER (VO)
Wednesdays are wacky! 

(NEWS REPORTERS WAITING – DISSOLVE – 
REPORTERS STILL WAITING “1 HOUR LATER” ON 
SCREEN – DISSOLVE “8 HOURS LATER” – MAYOR
STEPS BEHIND PODIUM)
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()
FREAKY FRIDAY
(Announcer VO, Mayor, 
Al Roker) 

MAYOR
My alarm clock didn’t go off…I overslept!

(SHOT OF CALENDAR PAGE – THURSDAY)

ANNOUNCER (VO)
Thursdays are threatening.

(TODAY SHOW WEATHER SET)

AL ROKER
Get ready for a massive blizzard. Over the next 24 

hours, we may get as much as a one one 

hundredth of an inch of snow dumped on us. 

(SHOT OF CALENDAR PAGE – FRIDAY)

ANNOUNCER (VO)
But Fridays are when things get Freaky!

(HALLWAY AT TODAY SHOW - MAYOR AND AL 
BUMP INTO EACH OTHER – FLASH EFFECT)

AL ROKER
Sorry, I’ve got to go run the city…

MAYOR
I’ve got to do the weather…

(ZOOM INTO THEIR FACES – CLOSEUP)
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()
FREAKY FRIDAY
(Announcer VO, Mayor, 
Al Roker) 

MAYOR AND AL
We’ve changed places! AAAAAGGHHH!

(GRAPHIC: FREAKY FRIDAY)

ANNOUNCER (VO)
It’s “Freaky Friday!”

(AL BEHIND PODIUM – GREENSCREEN AND 
SHOOT AT TODAY SHOW – MATCH 
BACKGROUND TO BRIEFING ROOM)

AL ROKER
I have an important announcement to make – it’s 

partly cloudy so I’m closing the schools. I have the 

school chancellor on red-alert and we’re prepared 

to close the schools again tomorrow and for the 

rest of the week if we have to. In fact, just home 

school your kids til next year. It’s weather 

Armageddon!
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()
FREAKY FRIDAY
(Announcer VO, Mayor, 
Al Roker) 

  

(TODAY SHOW WEATHER SET)

MAYOR
I’m predicting equal weather for every 

neighborhood except on the Upper East Side. On

5th Avenue and 64th, there will be a high of 85, 

which is the percent of total city income these 

bastard 1 percenters make. There is a slight 

possibility of hail, which I hope ruins the paint on 

their Bentleys.

(SHOT OF NEW YORK)

ANNOUNCER VO
“Freaky Friday” – coming to New York, whether 

you like it, or not.



SCRIPT TITLE

Written by

Name of First Writer

Based on, If Any

Address
Phone Number



INT. KITCHEN
3 Italian guys, sitting around a table, dressed in boxer 
shorts, t shirts and chains. It would be great to have the 
governor in the mix but it can be actors. Theme is they are 
complaining about BDB while eating pizza.

TONY HUSBAND 1
He’s changed.

JOEY HUSBAND 2
The minute he got elected he 
started putting on airs.

A slice drops to the floor, he picks it up and eats it.

MICHAEL HUSBAND #3
He used to be fun, hanging out, 
playing cards, complaining about 
the cops.

TONY  HUSBAND 1
Yeah but when he complained about 
the cops it was different than the 
things we complain about with the 
cops.  

MICHAEL HUSBAND #3
Either way they’re hassling 
somebody named Dante.

JOEY HUSBAND 2
You know where it went wrong. When 
he started eating pizza with a fork 
like they do in the Upper East 
Side.

TONY  HUSBAND 1
No, it went wrong when he took off 
the jewelry. Said it slowed him 
down going through metal detectors.

JOEY HUSBAND 2
We should have elected a real 
Italian like Lhota.

MICHAEL HUSBAND #3
I hear Lhota is only part Italian. 
He’s Czech and a Catholic although 
under Jewish law they say he’s 
Jewish.



JOEY HUSBAND 2
You know who else is Jewish? 
Anthony Weiner.

MICHAEL HUSBAND #3
How do you know?

JOEY HUSBAND 2
I seen the pictures.  He had one of 
those bar mitzvahs where they lop 
off part of the prosciutto. You get 
gifts so it’s okay.

MICHAEL HUSBAND #3
They’d have to give me a lot more 
than a fountain pen to do that.

TONY  HUSBAND 1
Look if Bill shows up and acts like 
the old Bill, we let him retain his 
membership in the Real Italian 
Husbands of New York. But if he 
starts talking those wacky ideas of 
his, he’s out. 

They toast each other.

Bill enters dressed like Paulie Walnuts, track suit, chains, 
carrying pizza.

MAYOR
Look who’s got food.

TONY  HUSBAND 1
It’s the old Bill!

Bill grabs a slice of pizza and eats it with his hands.

JOEY HUSBAND 2
Look he ate it with his hands.  
Just like old times with the Real 
Italian husbands of New York.

MAYOR
Not so fast. I have an 
announcement. We need diversity. 

MICHAEL HUSBAND #3
I’m already not liking where this 
is going.

2.



MAYOR
So I brought a friend who is a 
perfect addition to our group--plus 
he adds some diversity. Hey Mario!

MICHAEL HUSBAND #3
He got Cuomo?

JOEY HUSBAND 2
It don’t matter. Your name is Mario 
and you’re married, that’s not 
diversity...you’re okay in my book. 
I bet he’s a real gavone.

Mario Cantone enters.

MARIO
Hello guys!  

Grumbling.

JOEY HUSBAND 2
Whoa!  The rule is you have to be a 
real Italian husband.

MARIO
I’m married. Jerry! Plus I bought 
food. 

Mario’s husband comes in eating pizza with his hands.

TONY  HUSBAND 1
Hey, he’s okay with me!

Lights dim, spotlight on Mayor speaking to audience as Mario 
and Jerry sit down and play cards.

MAYOR
Because that’s what I’m all about. 
Diversity.  Because I’ve learned 
that it doesn’t matter who you 
love, as long as you eat pizza with 
your hands you’re always welcome as 
a Real Italian Husband of New York.

NOTE: if we don’t get Mario we can make it Aida Turturro and 
the Mayor is trying to diversify by adding women.

3.



4.



SCRIPT TITLE

Written by

Name of First Writer

Based on, If Any

Address
Phone Number



BDB GAME SHOW

Note--we can do as Jeopardy or can do as a new show BDB 
brought to New York “Are You Smarter than our new Mayor/How 
Much Do You Know about New York City”. Let me know which 
concept grabs you and we can adjust but for now JEOPARDY 
works best. Simple set: podium for a “host type” and two 
contestants: The Mayor and Al Sharpton (or Questlove) 

HOST
Welcome to tonight’s episode of 
Jeopardy, New York Celebrity 
edition. Both our contestants 
tonight will be playing for their 
favorite charity.  Now the game is 
simple, there are 6 categories to 
pick from, our goal is to test 
their general knowledge as well as 
specific knowledge about New York, 
All responses must be phrased in 
question form. Now let’s meet our 
contestants. First up is the 
current Mayor of New York, please 
welcome Bill DeBlasio. 

The Mayor enters.

HOST (CONT’D)
And now our second contestant, he’s 
a Baptist minister, 
television/radio talk show host and 
one time Presidential candidate.

The Mayor hits his buzzer.

MAYOR
Who is Mike Huckabee?

HOST
The game hasn’t begun yet.

MAYOR
Sorry, I was going a little too 
fast...again.

HOST
Please welcome the Reverend Al 
Sharpton. Reverend Sharpton, what 
charity are you playing for?

AL
I’m playing for an organization 
that has fallen on hard times. 

(MORE)



The New York Knicks. They are my 
favorite team.

HOST
And Mayor, who are you playing for?

MAYOR
Also playing for my favorite team. 
The Sandinistas.

HOST
Take a look at our board at the 
categories.

We see the categories on a board: the Media; Local Politics; 
Sports; James Brown; SocialMedia and NYC History.

HOST (CONT’D)
Mr. Mayor you control the board.

MAYOR
I’ll take Local Politics for $100 
Alex. 

With each “play: the board reveals the clue.

HOST
Stop and frisk.

Mayor buzzes.  

MAYOR
What is a racially discriminatory 
policy?

HOST
Wrong.

Al buzzes in.

AL
What is a fun game Elliot Spitzer 
plays with Lis Smith?

HOST
Correct, You control the board 
Reverend.

AL
I’ll take the Media for $100.

HOST
Rachel Maddow.

AL (CONT'D)

2.



Al buzzes.

AL
Who runs MSNBC?

HOST
Incorrect.

Mayor buzzes.

MAYOR
Who is too conservative for me? 

HOST
Correct. Mayor back to you.

MAYOR
The Media for $200.

HOST
The New York Post. Rupert Murdoch.  
Fox News.

Mayor buzzes.

MAYOR
What is the axis of evil?

HOST
Correct.

MAYOR
The Media for $300.

HOST
The Grey Lady.

Mayor buzzes.

MAYOR
What is the wrong thing to call 
Barbra Walters (we need a grande 
dame of NYC)

NOTE--WE DO A FEW MORE, END ON FINAL JEOPARDY, MAYOR WINS, 
GETS A CHECK AND GIVES TO A CHE GUEVERA LOOKALIKE

AGAIN--ANY OF THESE JOKES WHICH ARE TOO SENSITIVE WE CAN SWAP 
OUT.

3.



4.



BDB QUESTLOVE

The Mayor is at his desk. 

    RECEPTIONIST (O.S)
Mayor, your son is here to see you,  

    MAYOR
Send him in. 

Questlove enters.  

    MAYOR
Ms. Jackson, this isn’t my son. It’s my new Chief 
of City Music. 

    QUESTLOVE     
No worries, happens all the time.    

    MAYOR
You said you had an idea to liven up the city. What 
is it?

    QUESTLOVE
Walk ons. 

    MAYOR
Walk ons? 

    QUESTLOVE
Kind of like on the Tonight Show where everyone 
has a theme song. We give famous New Yorkers 
their own themesongs.  Everytime someone walks 
into your office their special song plays. 
  MAYOR
Isn’t that politically dangerous? 
  QUESTLOVE
Nah, it never ever ever backfires. 



    MAYOR
Like what would you do for Donald Trump? 

Questlove hits his ipod and with each name we hear the 
song. We could punch it with a photo. 
    QUESTLOVE

This one.  Hair (Give Me a Head with Hair). 
        
    MAYOR   

ARod. 

QUESTLOVE
Money for Nothing.     

    MAYOR
Alec Baldwin. 

QUESTLOVE
Shout. 

       
    MAYOR

Bernie Madoff. 

QUESTLOVE
Don’t think he’s gonna be walking anywhere soon.  
But one of these. I Fought the Law and the Law 
Won or Take the Money and Run 

(WE COULD PLAY THIS OUT ONCE YOU GET US OTHER 
NAMES TO “TARGET”, WE ADD REPORTERS)
       
    MAYOR

This is great. Brilliant.  Would I have my own song 
when I speak in public. You know,like Hail to the 
Chief. 
  QUESTLOVE
I was thinking more like this.  Taxman.  

Questlove leaves. 



    RECEPTIONIST 
Your next appointment is here. 

WE HAVE A SURPRISE CELEB ENTER AND A SONG 
PLAYS AS THE ENDING
Example—Bloomberg--Short People: Mike Woodson 99 
problems; Kathie Lee and Hoda—Bottle of Wine: Al Roker—
Let It Snow; School’s Out. 
 



BDB VIDEO BUMPERS 
 
As bumpers and breaks in between sketches we can 
show  man in street videos of celebs or real people 
commenting on the Mayor and his first 80 days 
SAMPLES—IF WE LIKE MORE TO COME 
 
HARRY BELAFONTE 
What kind of New York do I want—let me tell you about 
it. I want a New York where everyone is treated equally  
except if you live on the Upper East Side 
 
AVERAGE PERSON 
He’s the greatest mayor we’ve had since Bloomberg 
 
KID 
I love him because I can drink big sodas and not worry 
about getting arrested 
 
JASON COLLINS 
He’s done a great job, I was unemployed before he 
became mayor. 
Or 
I want a mayor who sticks up for the little guy 
MAYOR BLOOMBERG 
Me too! Miss me? 
 
MARTHA PLIMPTON 



I want a New York where they close the George 
Washington Bridge 24 hours a day to incoming traffic 
from New Jersey 
 
ALAN CUMMING (note—he could play an emcee for us 
on stage if free) 
Very disappointed. If he believes in diversity where are 
all the Scottish appointments? 
 
BIG PAPI 
I want a New York where the Mayor can wear a Red Sox 
hat to Yankee stadium. Because this is his #$#@@ city 
 
ORDINARY PERSON ON STREET 
The best thing I say about him—he’s tall…he’s taller 
than Bloomberg 
 
The mayor. Love him. You can really travel fast across 
town if you get behind his motorcade. 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Did you have a chance to review this stuff?  Any additional thoughts?
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Overview









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

How about for the last one, honesty is such a lonely word?

From
Sent
To

Subject

Good news.  Questlove has agreed to a pre-tape (he has a show the night of the Inner Circle).  I was
talking to the team about some sort of acknowledgement to the press corps about the challenges
these past few weeks.  Here’s Jon Macks’s take.  I don’t like the Ebony & Ivory or bouquet bit, but I
do think this is going in the right direction.
 
Thoughts on things we could swap in?
 
 





 
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sounds good - thanks much

From: <Chao>, Raymond <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, March 7, 2014 at 4:19 PM
To: Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Dinner tonight with Mayor

Hi John,
 
Mayor and First Lady will be coming to dinner with you.  (Dante is a maybe.)
 
Location:
 
Lot 2

687 6th Avenue, Brooklyn
 
Time for now is 7:45-8PM, will let you know as his schedule plays out.
 
Thanks,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I really like this.
 
Would the Park Slope Let It Go Couple do a cameo? #EGOT
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Planning on sending updated version in next hour.  Think this is pretty funny.    Please take a look. 
 





 
 
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Please let us know if you cannot be there in person. We will have a dial in number. But in person will
be a preference.

Thanks,
Lindsay 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Including Lindsay.
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
All,
 
There has been a change in plans.
 
Time:       12:30PM
 
Location:



 
Sunshine Sachs
136 Madison Avenue
17th Floor
 
We will make arrangements for lunch.
 
The calendar invite will be updated and stand by for any further updates.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting, Sunday March 9 @ 1:45PM in the Mayor’s Office.
 
The call in info is:
Dial-in Number:    Code: 
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

All-
 
We will be bringing in lunch from Cosi, sandwiches, drinks and chips.
 
Please bring $15 to Ray Chao.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Including Lindsay.
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:



Subject:
 
All,
 
There has been a change in plans.
 
Time:       12:30PM
 
Location:
 
Sunshine Sachs
136 Madison Avenue
17th Floor
 
We will make arrangements for lunch.
 
The calendar invite will be updated and stand by for any further updates.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting, Sunday March 9 @ 1:45PM in the Mayor’s Office.
 
The call in info is:
Dial-in Number: (    Code: 
 
Thank you,



 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Missing maya, dean.

Dean said he would be a bit late.

Maya do you have an ETA to sunshine sachs? 

---------- 
Sent from mobile device, pardon any errors. 
---------- 
Raymond Chao 
Scheduling Coordinator 
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: (212)-788-7565 
Cell: (347)-607-8325 
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

I also want to make clear that the Mayor would like this to be 3 to 4 hours. We apologize for the
short notice and please let us know if you can't make this.

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Including Lindsay.
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator



Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
All,
 
There has been a change in plans.
 
Time:       12:30PM
 
Location:
 
Sunshine Sachs
136 Madison Avenue
17th Floor
 
We will make arrangements for lunch.
 
The calendar invite will be updated and stand by for any further updates.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:



Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting, Sunday March 9 @ 1:45PM in the Mayor’s Office.
 
The call in info is:
Dial-in Number: (    Code: 
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I’m going to be on a plane from 8:30am-11:15am ET, but I can catch up with Anna later

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, March 10, 2014 at 12:30 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "  <  
Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Santucci, Laura" <LSantucci@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anna 
Greenberg <agreenberg@gqrr.com>
Cc: "Chao, Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Poll Presentation - Tomorrow, March 11th with Mayor de Blasio

 
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
The location of the 10AM Poll Presentation meeting tomorrow has changed location.
 
It will now be at:
 
BerlinRosen
15 Maiden Ln #1600
 
The calendar invite was adjusted accordingly.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Friday works.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
So John is in Chicago right now and I thought he’d be back by Thursday, but he’s telling me there’s a
chance he will not be back. Can we resched to Friday, or would you rather keep the Thursday 3PM
time and wait until we get more information?
 

From: Robert Munoz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 11:07 AM
To: 'Katz, Rebecca'
Cc: John Del Cecato
Subject: RE: In need of Del Cecato time
 
Yep, City Hall will work.
 

From: Katz, Rebecca [mailto:RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 11:05 AM
To: Robert Munoz
Cc: John Del Cecato
Subject: RE: In need of Del Cecato time
 
I will take it!  In person somewhere?  Possible to come to City Hall?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hey Rebecca,
 
How does Thursday at 3PM sound?
 

From: Katz, Rebecca [mailto:RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 11:00 AM
To: Robert Munoz
Cc: John Del Cecato
Subject: In need of Del Cecato time



 
Rob – Need an hour this week, perhaps even in person.
 
Let me know.
 
Thanks,
RKK
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Hello,
 

There will be a Planning Meeting on Sunday March 16th at 12:30pm in the Committee of the Whole
in City Hall. Please RSVP to the calendar invite sent around shortly.
 
Dial in: (   Access Code: 
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

They can’t sing.  Am intrigued by cutting them into video.  Maybe a really, really cheap version of it?
 
Adding Ishanee, from our team, who has a good sense of video.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

If we could get the Mayor and First Lady to sign off, what 
about Paula Abdul’s Opposites Attract?
 
Cc’ing Del Cecato, who thought of this.
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I do.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Just did something quick and dirty - maybe it’s lame… I figured two verses of the song would be 
enough… See attached… 

Here’s the original:

From: <Katz>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, March 14, 2014 at 3:47 PM
To: 'JON MACKS' < >, " " 
< >, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Opposities Attact

Could we work on a draft of the lyrics?
 
From:
Sent:



To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

If we could get the Mayor and First Lady to sign off, what about Paula 
Abdul’s Opposites Attract?
 
Cc’ing Del Cecato, who thought of this.
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

BdB needs to attend a second church service today. We are looking to move this to
1pm for 1 hour.

Knowing church services can be unpredictable we will keep you posted on the timing.
Also please feel free to just call in for this meeting.

Let me know if you still plan to come in.

Thanks,
Lindsay

From
Sent
To

Subject

Hello,
 

There will be a Planning Meeting on Sunday March 16th at 12:30pm in the Committee
of the Whole in City Hall. Please RSVP to the calendar invite sent around shortly.
 
Dial in: (   Access Code: 
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This meeting will now be Monday, March 17th at 12:30 in the Committee of the Whole in City Hall.
Please RSVP
 
For those that cannot attend in person: Dial in:   Access Code: 
 
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Church is running long. Please stand by for new time and potentially day. May be tomorrow. We will
keep you posted. 

From
Sent
To

Subject

BdB needs to attend a second church service today. We are looking to move this to 1pm for 1 hour.

Knowing church services can be unpredictable we will keep you posted on the timing. Also please
feel free to just call in for this meeting.

Let me know if you still plan to come in.

Thanks,



Lindsay

From
Sent
To

Subject

Hello,
 

There will be a Planning Meeting on Sunday March 16th at 12:30pm in the Committee of the Whole
in City Hall. Please RSVP to the calendar invite sent around shortly.
 
Dial in: (   Access Code: 
 
Thanks,
 
Stefan Grybauskas
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212-788-3180
Cell:  347-515-5874
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Never mind - it was me - i’m back

From: <Coney>, Javon <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, March 17, 2014 at 12:42 PM
To: Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)" <fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Noerdlinger, Rachel" <RNoerdlinger@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, "Santucci, Laura" <LSantucci@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wiley, Maya" <MWiley@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dom Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "James, Clement" <CJames@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Planning Meeting

All-Please dial in now if you are not attending in person. The Mayor is on his way down.
 
Dial-in Number: (    Code: 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
All- We should be starting this close to on time as the Mayor will finish his Paid Sick Hearing in 
roughly 5 min. Please report to the Brooklyn Conference room no later than 12:35pm. Thank you.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting on Sunday 3/23 @ 1PM in the Committee of the Whole room.
 
Please accept the corresponding calendar invite.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

THIS IS WHAT REAL CHANGE LOOKS LIKE
 
 
1.  We care about every child.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->New York City only lives up to its promise – 
and we only live up to our responsibility -- when every child has a chance at 
chasing their dreams.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Our kids deserve better than the false choice 
that they’ve been given for far too long – that their city could either help a select 
few of them…or none at all.

 
2.  Status quo thinking is unacceptable.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->For far too many – especially people of color 
– our system is failing… FAILING to open the doors of opportunity to our 
changing economy. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We set out to fix our schools in meaningful 
way – a way that acknowledges that the status quo is BROKEN and that no 
steps our city has taken in the past are adequate to fix it. 

 
3.  Charters can help.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Charters can play an important role by 
experimenting and innovating in ways that are more difficult for traditional 
public schools. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->I reject the false construct that says charter 
school students and students in traditional public schools are trapped in a zero-
sum game… that the success of one must come at the expense of the other. 

 
4.  But we need fairness and progress for the entire school system.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->My vision focuses on solutions that address 
the root cause of challenges in our schools – with early childhood education 



and supervised after-school programs chief among them. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->The keys to a student’s success in school are 
putting them on the right path and keeping them there.  That’s what these 
programs do.

 
5.  What we ACTUALLY did on co-locations.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Many of you may have heard of my decision 
not to approve the colocation of a charter middle school into PS 149 in Harlem. 

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We rejected that proposal because had we 

permitted it, it would have forced special education students -- kids with serious 
disabilities -- out of their school…forcing them to travel further to class every 
day. 

 
6.   I screwed up in not communicating, to parents and students across our city, 
WHY we were doing what we did.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->But I failed in communicating just WHY we 
were taking that action.  And I accept responsibility for that mistake.   It caused 
a lot of frustration among concerned folks who were just looking for answers.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->It also distracted from what we’re trying to 
do to help EVERY child of our city – securing the funds we need for universal, 
full-day Pre-K and after-school for every middle school. 

 
7.  Let’s move forward together.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Charter schools, traditional public schools, 
and religious schools all have an important role to play in challenging the status 
quo and improving our system. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->The challenge of providing all of our 
children with a quality education can and should be approached from multiple 
angles, as long as they converge in a place where no one falls through the 
cracks.

 
8.   I know Gov. Cuomo is committed to Pre-K for NYC kids, and I thank him for it.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->I know Governor Cuomo is committed to 
securing Pre-K for our City’s kids, and I thank him for that. 
 



<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->But let me be clear.  Winning expanded Pre-
K and after-school for our kids will not be a victory for a mayor or a governor – 
or any politician. 

 
9.  This is YOUR victory.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->This will be YOUR victory.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Because of your work – community leaders, 
activists, everyday New Yorkers who have dedicated so much passion to our 
cause – we are on the verge of securing unprecedented funding for our 
universal pre-k and afterschool.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Is it everything I wanted?  No. Is there more 

– much more to do?  Absolutely.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->But though our progress is incomplete, it is 
powerful and it is real.

 
10.  This is what real change looks like.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->In my campaign for Mayor, we said that we 
were going to make our city one city…where we treat every child as our own.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->There are those who argue that change 

must be small and incremental and tinker around the edges… that in politics, 
“you just can’t help everyone.”

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Well, ask yourself this.  Who is “everyone?”  

I think I know.  I’m looking around this congregation, and I see a whole lot of 
“everyones” out there.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And, Riverside, we know who “everyone’s 
kids” are – they are yours and mine.  And if we leave ANY child behind, we cheat 
EVERY New Yorker.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->For years, we’ve heard politicians talk about 

Pre-K.  And for years, it was nothing more than words.  Today, it is REAL.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->It means hundreds of millions of 
dollars of new, dedicated funding it secures; CHECK

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->It means 30,000 CHECK kids and 
families who will benefit from it;



<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->It means we’re sowing the seeds of 
success – the young lives that we’ve put on a path of meaningful 
contributions that will benefit our city for generations. 

 
 
11.  This is part – but jut one part -- of big systemic changes we need.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->This week, we’ll take one important step 
forward towards the big systematic change our school system needs. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We can’t stop here… we’ll take more crucial 
steps in the months and years to come:

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Steps to extend the school day and increase 

time on task;
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Steps to do more to increase parental 
involvement, and treat parents as the critical stakeholders they are;

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And steps to do more to make sure that we 

are empowering good teachers to become great career educators in our public 
schools.

 
 

END ON STORY?
 
 



THIS IS WHAT REAL CHANGE LOOKS LIKE 
 
 
1.  We care about every child. 
 

New York City only lives up to its promise – and we only live up to our 
responsibility -- when every child has a chance at chasing their dreams. 
 
Our kids deserve better than the false choice that they’ve been given for far 
too long – that their city could either help a select few of them…or none at all. 

 
2.  Status quo thinking is unacceptable. 
 

For far too many – especially people of color – our system is failing… FAILING 
to open the doors of opportunity to our changing economy.   
 
We set out to fix our schools in meaningful way – a way that acknowledges 
that the status quo is BROKEN and that no steps our city has taken in the 
past are adequate to fix it.   

 
3.  Charters can help. 
 

Charters can play an important role by experimenting and innovating in 
ways that are more difficult for traditional public schools.   
 
I reject the false construct that says charter school students and students in 
traditional public schools are trapped in a zero-sum game… that the success 
of one must come at the expense of the other.   

 
4.  But we need fairness and progress for the entire school system. 
 

My vision focuses on solutions that address the root cause of challenges in 
our schools – with early childhood education and supervised after-school 
programs chief among them.   
 
The keys to a student’s success in school are putting them on the right path 
and keeping them there.  That’s what these programs do. 

 
5.  What we ACTUALLY did on co-locations. 
 

Many of you may have heard of my decision not to approve the colocation of 
a charter middle school into PS 149 in Harlem.   

 
We rejected that proposal because had we permitted it, it would have forced 



special education students -- kids with serious disabilities -- out of their 
school…forcing them to travel further to class every day.   

 
6.   I screwed up in not communicating, to parents and students across our 
city, WHY we were doing what we did.  
 

But I failed in communicating just WHY we were taking that action.  And I 
accept responsibility for that mistake.   It caused a lot of frustration among 
concerned folks who were just looking for answers. 
 
It also distracted from what we’re trying to do to help EVERY child of our city 
– securing the funds we need for universal, full-day Pre-K and after-school 
for every middle school.   

 
7.  Let’s move forward together. 
 

Charter schools, traditional public schools, and religious schools all have an 
important role to play in challenging the status quo and improving our 
system.   
 
The challenge of providing all of our children with a quality education can 
and should be approached from multiple angles, as long as they converge in a 
place where no one falls through the cracks. 

 
8.   I know Gov. Cuomo is committed to Pre-K for NYC kids, and I thank him for 
it. 
 

I know Governor Cuomo is committed to securing Pre-K for our City’s kids, 
and I thank him for that.   
 
But let me be clear.  Winning expanded Pre-K and after-school for our kids 
will not be a victory for a mayor or a governor – or any politician.   

 
9.  This is YOUR victory. 
 

This will be YOUR victory. 
 

Because of your work – community leaders, activists, everyday New Yorkers 
who have dedicated so much passion to our cause – we are on the verge of 
securing unprecedented funding for our universal pre-k and afterschool. 

 
Is it everything I wanted?  No. Is there more – much more to do?  Absolutely. 

 
But though our progress is incomplete, it is powerful and it is real. 

 



10.  This is what real change looks like.  
 

In my campaign for Mayor, we said that we were going to make our city one 
city…where we treat every child as our own. 

 
There are those who argue that change must be small and incremental and 
tinker around the edges… that in politics, “you just can’t help everyone.” 

 
Well, ask yourself this.  Who is “everyone?”  I think I know.  I’m looking 
around this congregation, and I see a whole lot of “everyones” out there. 
 
And, Riverside, we know who “everyone’s kids” are – they are yours and 
mine.  And if we leave ANY child behind, we cheat EVERY New Yorker. 

 
For years, we’ve heard politicians talk about Pre-K.  And for years, it was 
nothing more than words.  Today, it is REAL. 

 
o It means hundreds of millions of dollars of new, dedicated funding it 

secures; CHECK 
o It means 30,000 CHECK kids and families who will benefit from it; 
o It means we’re sowing the seeds of success – the young lives that 

we’ve put on a path of meaningful contributions that will benefit our 
city for generations.   

 
 
11.  This is part – but jut one part -- of big systemic changes we need. 
 

This week, we’ll take one important step forward towards the big systematic 
change our school system needs.   
 
We can’t stop here… we’ll take more crucial steps in the months and years to 
come: 

 
Steps to extend the school day and increase time on task; 

 
Steps to do more to increase parental involvement, and treat parents as the 
critical stakeholders they are; 

 
And steps to do more to make sure that we are empowering good teachers to 
become great career educators in our public schools. 

 
 

END ON STORY? 
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To:
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THIS IS WHAT REAL CHANGE LOOKS LIKE
 
 
1.  We care about every child.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->New York City only lives up to its
promise – and we only live up to our responsibility -- when every
child has a chance at chasing their dreams.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Our kids deserve better than the
false choice that they’ve been given for far too long – that their city
could either help a select few of them…or none at all.

 
2.  Status quo thinking is unacceptable.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->For far too many – especially
people of color – our system is failing… FAILING to open the doors
of opportunity to our changing economy. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We set out to fix our schools in
meaningful way – a way that acknowledges that the status quo is
BROKEN and that no steps our city has taken in the past are
adequate to fix it. 

 
3.  Charters can help.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Charters can play an important
role by experimenting and innovating in ways that are more difficult
for traditional public schools. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->I reject the false construct that
says charter school students and students in traditional public



schools are trapped in a zero-sum game… that the success of one
must come at the expense of the other. 

 
4.  But we need fairness and progress for the entire school system.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->My vision focuses on solutions
that address the root cause of challenges in our schools – with early
childhood education and supervised after-school programs chief
among them. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->The keys to a student’s success
in school are putting them on the right path and keeping them
there.  That’s what these programs do.

 
5.  What we ACTUALLY did on co-locations.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Many of you may have heard of
my decision not to approve the colocation of a charter middle school
into PS 149 in Harlem. 

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We rejected that proposal

because had we permitted it, it would have forced special education
students -- kids with serious disabilities -- out of their school…
forcing them to travel further to class every day. 

 
6.   I screwed up in not communicating, to parents and students across
our city, WHY we were doing what we did.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->But I failed in communicating
just WHY we were taking that action.  And I accept responsibility for
that mistake.   It caused a lot of frustration among concerned folks
who were just looking for answers.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->It also distracted from what
we’re trying to do to help EVERY child of our city – securing the
funds we need for universal, full-day Pre-K and after-school for
every middle school. 

 
7.  Let’s move forward together.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Charter schools, traditional
public schools, and religious schools all have an important role to
play in challenging the status quo and improving our system. 



 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->The challenge of providing all of

our children with a quality education can and should be approached
from multiple angles, as long as they converge in a place where no
one falls through the cracks.

 
8.   I know Gov. Cuomo is committed to Pre-K for NYC kids, and I thank
him for it.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->I know Governor Cuomo is
committed to securing Pre-K for our City’s kids, and I thank him for
that. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->But let me be clear.  Winning
expanded Pre-K and after-school for our kids will not be a victory
for a mayor or a governor – or any politician. 

 
9.  This is YOUR victory.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->This will be YOUR victory.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Because of your work –
community leaders, activists, everyday New Yorkers who have
dedicated so much passion to our cause – we are on the verge of
securing unprecedented funding for our universal pre-k and
afterschool.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Is it everything I wanted?  No. Is

there more – much more to do?  Absolutely.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->But though our progress is
incomplete, it is powerful and it is real.

 
10.  This is what real change looks like.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->In my campaign for Mayor, we
said that we were going to make our city one city…where we treat
every child as our own.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->There are those who argue that

change must be small and incremental and tinker around the edges…
that in politics, “you just can’t help everyone.”

 



<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Well, ask yourself this.  Who is
“everyone?”  I think I know.  I’m looking around this congregation,
and I see a whole lot of “everyones” out there.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And, Riverside, we know who
“everyone’s kids” are – they are yours and mine.  And if we leave
ANY child behind, we cheat EVERY New Yorker.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->For years, we’ve heard

politicians talk about Pre-K.  And for years, it was nothing more than
words.  Today, it is REAL.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->It means hundreds of

millions of dollars of new, dedicated funding it secures;
CHECK

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->It means 30,000 CHECK
kids and families who will benefit from it;

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->It means we’re sowing
the seeds of success – the young lives that we’ve put on a
path of meaningful contributions that will benefit our city for
generations. 

 
 
11.  This is part – but jut one part -- of big systemic changes we need.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->This week, we’ll take one
important step forward towards the big systematic change our
school system needs. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We can’t stop here… we’ll take
more crucial steps in the months and years to come:

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Steps to extend the school day

and increase time on task;
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Steps to do more to increase
parental involvement, and treat parents as the critical stakeholders
they are;

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And steps to do more to make

sure that we are empowering good teachers to become great career
educators in our public schools.

 



 
END ON STORY?
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Hey there-
 
Whats your guess on the run time of the speech?
 
Trying to figure out speech time at the church.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
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From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
There will be NO Planning Meeting tomorrow.
 
I have sent the cancelation for the calendar invite.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
We are currently working out details for Sunday’s Planning Meeting.
 
Please stand by and watch e-mail over the weekend for a new time and location.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325



rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
 
Hi all,
 
There will be a Planning Meeting on Sunday 3/23 @ 1PM in the Committee of the Whole room.
 
Please accept the corresponding calendar invite.
 
Thank you,
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



 1 

THIS IS WHAT REAL CHANGE LOOKS LIKE 
 
Greeting and Acknowledgements  
 

Thank you all for being here today. 
 

Acknowledge: Pastor James Forbes, Len Leach – Riverside Board 
Chair, and Hon. David Dinkins 

 
I also want to take a moment to acknowledge the tireless work of 
the women and men in Albany who stand poised to produce a 
budget agreement that would deliver positive change for our 
City’s kids on an unprecedented scale.   

 
And I want to offer our continued prayers for the families who lost 
loved ones in the East Harlem tragedy two weeks ago.  You remain 
in our hearts. 

  
I am so honored to stand before you here at Riverside Church…  
So humbled to be speaking before a Congregation that has hosted 
some of history’s powerful voices for justice, equality, and 
change…. From Martin Luther King Jr., to Nelson Mandela.    

 
This venue – with its stunning physical grandeur and storied 
legacy of progressive activism, leadership, and inclusiveness – 
represents an inspiring microcosm of the City we all love.   

 
1.  We care about every child. 
 

New York City only lives up to its promise – and we only live up to 
our responsibility -- when every child has a chance at chasing 
their dreams. 
 
Our kids deserve better than the false choice that they’ve been 
given for far too long – that their city could either help a select few 
of them…or none at all. 

 
2.  Status quo thinking is unacceptable. 
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For far too many – especially people of color – our system is 
failing… FAILING to open the doors of opportunity to our 
changing economy.   
 
We set out to fix our schools in meaningful way – a way that 
acknowledges that the status quo is BROKEN and that no steps 
our city has taken in the past are adequate to fix it.   

 
 
3.  Charters can help. 
 

Charters can play an important role by experimenting and 
innovating in ways that are more difficult for traditional public 
schools.   
 
I reject the false construct that says charter school students and 
students in traditional public schools are trapped in a zero-sum 
game… that the success of one must come at the expense of the 
other.   
 
But we must never forget why charter schools were created in the 
first place – to act as laboratories of experimentation in education, 
with hope for – and the mission of – bringing best practices to 
traditional public schools…so that EVERY child can benefit. 

 
 
4.  But we need fairness and progress for the entire school system. 
 

There are some who see charter schools in a very different way – 
as a vehicle for ESCAPING those traditional public schools that are 
underperforming. 
 
Every parent longs for the very best education for their children.  
But when so many traditional public schools have fallen short of 
that promise, it’s easy to understand why many parents see 
charter schools this way.  They’re tired of being promised an 
excellent public school around the corner – and they’re willing to 
go to great lengths to get their child in a school – any school – that 
provides them the opportunity to succeed. 
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The failure is not theirs.  It is a failure of leadership from their 
elected officials, who for decades have fallen short in making good 
on that promise.  And I refuse to be one of those elected officials. 

 
I don’t see our traditional public schools as something to give up 
on…something to escape from.  I see them as my responsibility to 
lift up. 

 
Think of traditional public schools for our kids’ education in the 
way we think of Medicare for our seniors’ health care.  Medicare 
works so well because it works for EVERY senior.  We want the 
highest quality health care for every senior citizen – and we 
embrace experiments in the delivery of health care that will make 
Medicare even stronger.  

 
But what we won’t abide is the privatization of Medicare – pitting 
the fortunate few seniors against everyone else, and weakening 
the entire Medicare system in the process. 

 
Think for a moment about your own kids.  You want the very best 
for all of them.  If you have a chance to send one child to a great 
school, you would rightly jump at the chance.  But you wouldn’t do 
it if it meant your other kids would be shortchanged by THEIR 
schools…if they were left to live their lives with something less 
than they have now. 

 
In short, you wouldn’t choose between your children.  And as 
mayor, I won’t choose between New York’s children. 

 
My vision focuses on solutions that address the root cause of 
challenges in our schools – with early childhood education and 
supervised after-school programs chief among them.   
 
The keys to students’ success in school are putting them on the 
right path and keeping them there.  That’s what these programs 
do.  And that will lift up our ENTIRE education system. 
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5.  What we ACTUALLY did on co-locations. 
 

Many of you have heard of my decision not to approve the 
colocation of a charter school in Harlem.   

 
We rejected that proposal because had we permitted it, it would 
have meant fewer seats in the school for special education 
students -- kids with serious disabilities. 

 
6.   I messed up in not communicating, to parents and students 
across our city, WHY we were doing what we did.  
 

But I failed in communicating just WHY we were taking that 
action.  And I accept responsibility for that mistake.   It caused a 
lot of frustration among concerned folks who were just looking 
for answers. 
 
It also distracted from what we’re trying to do to help EVERY child 
of our city – securing the funds we need for universal, full-day 
Pre-K and after-school for every middle school student. 

 
7.  Let’s move forward together. 
 

Charter schools, traditional public schools, and religious schools 
all have an important role to play in challenging the status quo 
and improving our system.   
 
The challenge of providing all of our children with a quality 
education can and should be approached from multiple angles, as 
long as they converge in a place where no one falls through the 
cracks. 

 
8.   I know Gov. Cuomo is committed to Pre-K for NYC kids, and I 
thank him for it. 
 

I know Governor Cuomo is committed to securing Pre-K for our 
City’s kids, and I thank him for that.   
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But let me be clear.  Winning expanded Pre-K and after-school for 
our kids will not be a victory for a mayor or a governor – or any 
politician.   

 
 
9.  This will be YOUR victory. 
 

This will be YOUR victory. 
 

Because of your work – community leaders, activists, everyday 
New Yorkers who have dedicated so much passion to our cause – 
we are on the verge of securing unprecedented funding for our 
universal pre-k and afterschool. 

 
Will it be everything I want?  No. Will there be more – much more 
– to do?  Absolutely. 

 
But though our progress is incomplete, it is powerful and it is real. 

 
 
10.  This is what real change looks like.  
 

In my campaign for Mayor, we said that we were going to make 
our city one city…where we treat every child as our own. 

 
There are those who argue that change must be small and 
incremental and tinker around the edges… that in politics, “you 
just can’t help everyone.” 

 
Well, ask yourself this.  Who is “everyone?”  I think I know.  I’m 
looking around this congregation, and I see a whole lot of 
“everyones” out there. 
 
And, Riverside, we know who “everyone’s kids” are – they are 
yours and mine.  And if we leave ANY child behind, we fail EVERY 
New Yorker. 

 
For years, we’ve heard politicians talk about full-day Pre-K.  And 
for years, it was nothing more than words.  Today, it is REAL. 
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o It would mean hundreds of millions of dollars of new, 

dedicated funding; 
o It would mean tens of thousands of kids and families 

benefiting from it; 
o And it would mean sowing the seeds of success by putting 

young lives on a path to meaningful contributions that will 
benefit our City for generations.   

 
 
11.  This is part – but jut one part -- of big systemic changes we 
need. 
 

This week, we stand on the verge of taking an important step 
towards the big systematic change our school system needs.   
 
We can’t stop here… we’ll take more crucial steps in the months 
and years to come: 

 
Steps to give more of our the children the structured time and safe 
environment that afterschool programs provide;  

 
Steps to do more to increase parental involvement, and treat 
parents as the critical stakeholders they are; 

 
And steps to do more to make sure that we are empowering good 
teachers to become great career educators in our public schools. 

 
The great 20th century philosopher and theologian, Paul Tillich, 
said this:  “The noise of these shallow waters prevents us from 
listening to the sounds out of the depth, to the sounds of what 
really happens in the ground of our social structure, in the longing 
hearts of the masses, and in the struggling minds of those who are 
sensitive to historical changes.” 

 
We New Yorkers – those of us gathered here today, and those who 
live in every neighborhood of our city – those with children in 
traditional public schools, religious schools, and charter schools – 
WE are the ones with longing hearts and struggling minds – WE 
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are the ones who are striving for something better for the next 
generation. 

 
We will block out the noise of negative TV ads and overheated 
rhetoric and political posturing – truly listening to the sounds 
from the depth of our hearts…our communities…our 
neighborhoods. 

 
And we will achieve a great victory here in New York City.  We will 
be ONE City.  And we will do it…together. 
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THIS IS WHAT REAL CHANGE LOOKS LIKE 
 
Greeting and Acknowledgements  
 

Thank you all for being here today. 
 

Acknowledge: Pastor James Forbes, Len Leach – Riverside Board 
Chair, and Hon. David Dinkins 

 
Before I begin, I also want to take a moment to acknowledge the 
tireless work of the women and men in Albany who stand poised 
to produce a budget agreement that would deliver positive change 
for our City’s kids on an unprecedented scale.   

  
I am so honored to stand before you here at Riverside Church…  
So humbled to be speaking before a Congregation that has hosted 
some of history’s powerful voices for justice, equality, and 
change…. From Martin Luther King Jr., to Nelson Mandela.    

 
This venue – with its stunning physical grandeur and storied 
legacy of progressive activism, leadership, and inclusiveness – 
represents an inspiring microcosm of the City we all love.   

 
1.  We care about every child. 
 

New York City only lives up to its promise – and we only live up to 
our responsibility -- when every child has a chance at chasing 
their dreams. 
 
Our kids deserve better than the false choice that they’ve been 
given for far too long – that their city could either help a select few 
of them…or none at all. 

 
2.  Status quo thinking is unacceptable. 
 

For far too many – especially people of color – our system is 
failing… FAILING to open the doors of opportunity to our 
changing economy.   
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We set out to fix our schools in meaningful way – a way that 
acknowledges that the status quo is BROKEN and that no steps 
our city has taken in the past are adequate to fix it.   

 
 
3.  Charters can help. 
 

Charters can play an important role by experimenting and 
innovating in ways that are more difficult for traditional public 
schools.   
 
I reject the false construct that says charter school students and 
students in traditional public schools are trapped in a zero-sum 
game… that the success of one must come at the expense of the 
other.   
 
But we must never forget why charter schools were created in the 
first place – to act as laboratories of experimentation in education, 
with hope for – and the mission of – bringing best practices to 
traditional public schools…so that EVERY child can benefit. 

 
 
4.  But we need fairness and progress for the entire school system. 
 

There are some who see charter schools in a very different way – 
as a vehicle for ESCAPING those traditional public schools that are 
underperforming. 
 
Every parent longs for the very best education for their children.  
But when so many traditional public schools have fallen short of 
that promise, it’s easy to understand why many parents see 
charter schools this way.  They’re tired of being promised an 
excellent public school around the corner – and they’re willing to 
go to great lengths to get their child in a school – any school – that 
provides them the opportunity to succeed. 

 
The failure is not theirs.  It is a failure of leadership from their 
elected officials, who for decades have fallen short in making good 
on that promise.  And I refuse to be one of those elected officials. 
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I don’t see our traditional public schools as something to give up 
on…something to escape from.  I see them as my responsibility to 
lift up. 

 
Think of traditional public schools for our kids’ education in the 
way we think of Medicare for our seniors’ health care.  Medicare 
works so well because it works for EVERY senior.  We want the 
highest quality health care for every senior citizen – and we 
embrace experiments in the delivery of health care that will make 
Medicare even stronger.  

 
But what we won’t abide is the privatization of Medicare – pitting 
the fortunate few seniors against everyone else, and weakening 
the entire Medicare system in the process. 

 
Think for a moment about your own kids.  You want the very best 
for all of them.  If you have a chance to send one child to a great 
school, you would rightly jump at the chance.  But you wouldn’t do 
it if it meant your other kids would be shortchanged by THEIR 
schools…if they were left to live their lives with something less 
than they have now. 

 
In short, you wouldn’t choose between your children.  And as 
mayor, I won’t choose between New York’s children. 

 
My vision focuses on solutions that address the root cause of 
challenges in our schools – with early childhood education and 
supervised after-school programs chief among them.   
 
The keys to students’ success in school are putting them on the 
right path and keeping them there.  That’s what these programs 
do.  And that will lift up our ENTIRE education system. 

 
 
5.  What we ACTUALLY did on co-locations. 
 

Many of you have heard of my decision not to approve the 
colocation of a charter middle school into PS 149 in Harlem.   
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We rejected that proposal because had we permitted it, it would 
have meant fewer seats in the school for special education 
students -- kids with serious disabilities. 

 
6.   I messed up in not communicating, to parents and students 
across our city, WHY we were doing what we did.  
 

But I failed in communicating just WHY we were taking that 
action.  And I accept responsibility for that mistake.   It caused a 
lot of frustration among concerned folks who were just looking 
for answers. 
 
It also distracted from what we’re trying to do to help EVERY child 
of our city – securing the funds we need for universal, full-day 
Pre-K and after-school for every middle school student. 

 
7.  Let’s move forward together. 
 

Charter schools, traditional public schools, and religious schools 
all have an important role to play in challenging the status quo 
and improving our system.   
 
The challenge of providing all of our children with a quality 
education can and should be approached from multiple angles, as 
long as they converge in a place where no one falls through the 
cracks. 

 
8.   I know Gov. Cuomo is committed to Pre-K for NYC kids, and I 
thank him for it. 
 

I know Governor Cuomo is committed to securing Pre-K for our 
City’s kids, and I thank him for that.   
 
But let me be clear.  Winning expanded Pre-K and after-school for 
our kids will not be a victory for a mayor or a governor – or any 
politician.   

 
 



 5 

9.  This will be YOUR victory. 
 

This will be YOUR victory. 
 

Because of your work – community leaders, activists, everyday 
New Yorkers who have dedicated so much passion to our cause – 
we are on the verge of securing unprecedented funding for our 
universal pre-k and afterschool. 

 
Will it be everything I want?  No. Will there be more – much more 
– to do?  Absolutely. 

 
But though our progress is incomplete, it is powerful and it is real. 

 
 
10.  This is what real change looks like.  
 

In my campaign for Mayor, we said that we were going to make 
our city one city…where we treat every child as our own. 

 
There are those who argue that change must be small and 
incremental and tinker around the edges… that in politics, “you 
just can’t help everyone.” 

 
Well, ask yourself this.  Who is “everyone?”  I think I know.  I’m 
looking around this congregation, and I see a whole lot of 
“everyones” out there. 
 
And, Riverside, we know who “everyone’s kids” are – they are 
yours and mine.  And if we leave ANY child behind, we fail EVERY 
New Yorker. 

 
For years, we’ve heard politicians talk about full-day Pre-K.  And 
for years, it was nothing more than words.  Today, it is REAL. 

 
o It would mean hundreds of millions of dollars of new, 

dedicated funding; 
o It would mean tens of thousands of kids and families 

benefiting from it; 
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o And it would mean sowing the seeds of success by putting 
young lives on a path to meaningful contributions that will 
benefit our City for generations.   

 
 
11.  This is part – but jut one part -- of big systemic changes we 
need. 
 

This week, we stand on the verge of taking an important step 
towards the big systematic change our school system needs.   
 
We can’t stop here… we’ll take more crucial steps in the months 
and years to come: 

 
Steps to give more of our the children the structured time and safe 
environment that afterschool programs provide;  

 
Steps to do more to increase parental involvement, and treat 
parents as the critical stakeholders they are; 

 
And steps to do more to make sure that we are empowering good 
teachers to become great career educators in our public schools. 

 
The great 20th century philosopher and theologian, Paul Tillich, 
said this:  “The noise of these shallow waters prevents us from 
listening to the sounds out of the depth, to the sounds of what 
really happens in the ground of our social structure, in the longing 
hearts of the masses, and in the struggling minds of those who are 
sensitive to historical changes.” 

 
We New Yorkers – those of us gathered here today, and those who 
live in every neighborhood of our city – those with children in 
traditional public schools, religious schools, and charter schools – 
WE are the ones with longing hearts and struggling minds – WE 
are the ones who are striving for something better for the next 
generation. 

 
We will block out the noise of negative TV ads and overheated 
rhetoric and political posturing – truly listening to the sounds 
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from the depth of our hearts…our communities…our 
neighborhoods. 

 
And we will achieve a great victory here in New York City.  We will 
be ONE City.  And we will do it…together. 
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THIS IS WHAT REAL CHANGE LOOKS LIKE 
 
Greeting and Acknowledgements  
 

Thank you all for being here today. 
 

Acknowledge: Pastor James Forbes, Len Leach – Riverside Board 
Chair, Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina, and Hon. David Dinkins 

 
I also want to take a moment to acknowledge the tireless work of 
the women and men in Albany who stand poised to produce a 
budget agreement that would deliver positive change for our 
City’s kids on an unprecedented scale.   

 
And I want to offer our continued prayers for the families who lost 
loved ones in the East Harlem tragedy two weeks ago.  You remain 
in our hearts. 

  
I am so honored to stand before you here at Riverside Church…  
So humbled to be speaking before a Congregation that has hosted 
some of history’s powerful voices for justice, equality, and 
change…. From Martin Luther King Jr., to Nelson Mandela.    

 
This venue – with its stunning physical grandeur and storied 
legacy of progressive activism, leadership, and inclusiveness – 
represents an inspiring microcosm of the City we all love.   

 
1.  We care about every child. 
 

New York City only lives up to its promise – and we only live up to 
our responsibility -- when every child has a chance at chasing 
their dreams. 
 
Our kids deserve better than the false choice that they’ve been 
given for far too long – that their city could either help a select few 
of them…or none at all. 

 
2.  Status quo thinking is unacceptable. 
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For far too many – especially people of color – our system is 
failing… FAILING to open the doors of opportunity to our 
changing economy.   
 
We set out to fix our schools in meaningful way – a way that 
acknowledges that the status quo is BROKEN and that no steps 
our city has taken in the past are adequate to fix it.   

 
 
3.  Charters can help. 
 

Charters can play an important role by experimenting and 
innovating in ways that are more difficult for traditional public 
schools.   
 
I reject the false construct that says charter school students and 
students in traditional public schools are trapped in a zero-sum 
game… that the success of one must come at the expense of the 
other.   
 
But we must never forget why charter schools were created in the 
first place – to act as laboratories of experimentation in education, 
with hope for – and the mission of – bringing best practices to 
traditional public schools…so that EVERY child can benefit. 

 
 
4.  But we need fairness and progress for the entire school system. 
 

There are some who see charter schools in a very different way – 
as a vehicle for ESCAPING those traditional public schools that are 
underperforming. 
 
Every parent longs for the very best education for their children.  
But when so many traditional public schools have fallen short of 
that promise, it’s easy to understand why many parents see 
charter schools this way.  They’re tired of being promised an 
excellent public school around the corner – and they’re willing to 
go to great lengths to get their child in a school – any school – that 
provides them the opportunity to succeed. 
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The failure is not theirs.  It is a failure of leadership from their 
elected officials, who for decades have fallen short in making good 
on that promise.  And I refuse to be one of those elected officials. 

 
I don’t see our traditional public schools as something to give up 
on…something to escape from.  I see them as my responsibility to 
lift up. 

 
Think of traditional public schools for our kids’ education in the 
way we think of Medicare for our seniors’ health care.  Medicare 
works so well because it works for EVERY senior.  We want the 
highest quality health care for every senior citizen – and we 
embrace experiments in the delivery of health care that will make 
Medicare even stronger.  

 
But what we won’t abide is the privatization of Medicare – pitting 
the fortunate few seniors against everyone else, and weakening 
the entire Medicare system in the process. 

 
Think for a moment about your own kids.  You want the very best 
for all of them.  If you have a chance to send one child to a great 
school, you would rightly jump at the chance.  But you wouldn’t do 
it if it meant your other kids would be shortchanged by THEIR 
schools…if they were left to live their lives with something less 
than they have now. 

 
In short, you wouldn’t choose between your children.  And as 
mayor, I won’t choose between New York’s children. 

 
My vision focuses on solutions that address the root cause of 
challenges in our schools – with early childhood education and 
supervised after-school programs chief among them.   
 
The keys to students’ success in school are putting them on the 
right path and keeping them there.  That’s what these programs 
do.  And that will lift up our ENTIRE education system. 
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5.  What we ACTUALLY did on co-locations. 
 

Many of you have heard of my decision not to approve the 
colocation of a charter school in Harlem.   

 
We rejected that proposal because had we permitted it, it would 
have meant fewer seats in the school for special education 
students -- kids with serious disabilities. 

 
6.   I messed up in not communicating, to parents and students 
across our city, WHY we were doing what we did.  
 

But I failed in communicating just WHY we were taking that 
action.  And I accept responsibility for that mistake.   It caused a 
lot of frustration among concerned folks who were just looking 
for answers. 
 
It also distracted from what we’re trying to do to help EVERY child 
of our city – securing the funds we need for universal, full-day 
Pre-K and after-school for every middle school student. 

 
7.  Let’s move forward together. 
 

Charter schools, traditional public schools, and religious schools 
all have an important role to play in challenging the status quo 
and improving our system.   
 
The challenge of providing all of our children with a quality 
education can and should be approached from multiple angles, as 
long as they converge in a place where no one falls through the 
cracks. 

 
8.   I know Gov. Cuomo is committed to Pre-K for NYC kids, and I 
thank him for it. 
 

I know Governor Cuomo is committed to securing Pre-K for our 
City’s kids, and I thank him for that.   
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But let me be clear.  Winning expanded Pre-K and after-school for 
our kids will not be a victory for a mayor or a governor – or any 
politician.   

 
 
9.  This will be YOUR victory. 
 

This will be YOUR victory. 
 

Because of your work – community leaders, activists, everyday 
New Yorkers who have dedicated so much passion to our cause – 
we are on the verge of securing unprecedented funding for our 
universal pre-k and afterschool. 

 
Will it be everything I want?  No. Will there be more – much more 
– to do?  Absolutely. 

 
But though our progress is incomplete, it is powerful and it is real. 

 
 
10.  This is what real change looks like.  
 

In my campaign for Mayor, we said that we were going to make 
our city one city…where we treat every child as our own. 

 
There are those who argue that change must be small and 
incremental and tinker around the edges… that in politics, “you 
just can’t help everyone.” 

 
Well, ask yourself this.  Who is “everyone?”  I think I know.  I’m 
looking around this congregation, and I see a whole lot of 
“everyones” out there. 
 
And, Riverside, we know who “everyone’s kids” are – they are 
yours and mine.  And if we leave ANY child behind, we fail EVERY 
New Yorker. 

 
For years, we’ve heard politicians talk about full-day Pre-K.  And 
for years, it was nothing more than words.  Today, it is REAL. 
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o It would mean hundreds of millions of dollars of new, 

dedicated funding; 
o It would mean tens of thousands of kids and families 

benefiting from it; 
o And it would mean sowing the seeds of success by putting 

young lives on a path to meaningful contributions that will 
benefit our City for generations.   

 
 
11.  This is part – but jut one part -- of big systemic changes we 
need. 
 

This week, we stand on the verge of taking an important step 
towards the big systematic change our school system needs.   
 
We can’t stop here… we’ll take more crucial steps in the months 
and years to come: 

 
Steps to give more of our the children the structured time and safe 
environment that afterschool programs provide;  

 
Steps to do more to increase parental involvement, and treat 
parents as the critical stakeholders they are; 

 
And steps to do more to make sure that we are empowering good 
teachers to become great career educators in our public schools. 

 
The great 20th century philosopher and theologian, Paul Tillich, 
said this:  “The noise of these shallow waters prevents us from 
listening to the sounds out of the depth, to the sounds of what 
really happens in the ground of our social structure, in the longing 
hearts of the masses, and in the struggling minds of those who are 
sensitive to historical changes.” 

 
We New Yorkers – those of us gathered here today, and those who 
live in every neighborhood of our city – those with children in 
traditional public schools, religious schools, and charter schools – 
WE are the ones with longing hearts and struggling minds – WE 
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are the ones who are striving for something better for the next 
generation. 

 
We will block out the noise of negative TV ads and overheated 
rhetoric and political posturing – truly listening to the sounds 
from the depth of our hearts…our communities…our 
neighborhoods. 

 
And we will achieve a great victory here in New York City.  We will 
be ONE City.  And we will do it…together. 

 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Need proper pronunciation for tillich's name. Help, someone! Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Biography: 











From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Need proper pronunciation for tillich's name. Help, someone! Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Biography: 











From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Need proper pronunciation for tillich's name. Help, someone! Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Biography: 











From:
To:
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Date:

JDC – Lindsay Scola will work out time
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Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

+ laura
Let's do it
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2014 14:07:34 +0000
To: Josh Gold< >; Emma Wolfe<  Bill
Hyers<
Cc: Sarah Hegeman<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Friday shoot?
 
I know Josh & Sarah (our producer) have been speaking, but we were hoping to get an hour
of time from MBDB & a different hour from FLONYC on Friday to shoot for the UPK NYC
spots… I realize we don’t know if/when we’ll be up yet, but we thought it would be better to
have something in the can & figure out what we do with the product later… Thoughts?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jon-
 
Does this have to be off site? If it can be at City Hall I can make this work on Thursday.
Friday is a tough day. Let me know if Monday is too late.
 
Thanks!
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
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From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2014 14:07:34 +0000
To: Josh Gold< ; Emma Wolfe<  Bill
Hyers<
Cc: Sarah Hegeman<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Friday shoot?
 



I know Josh & Sarah (our producer) have been speaking, but we were hoping to get an hour
of time from MBDB & a different hour from FLONYC on Friday to shoot for the UPK NYC
spots… I realize we don’t know if/when we’ll be up yet, but we thought it would be better to
have something in the can & figure out what we do with the product later… Thoughts?
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From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2014 14:07:34 +0000
To: Josh Gold< >; Emma Wolfe<  Bill
Hyers<
Cc: Sarah Hegeman<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Friday shoot?
 
I know Josh & Sarah (our producer) have been speaking, but we were hoping to get an hour
of time from MBDB & a different hour from FLONYC on Friday to shoot for the UPK NYC
spots… I realize we don’t know if/when we’ll be up yet, but we thought it would be better to
have something in the can & figure out what we do with the product later… Thoughts?



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Apologies for the short notice, but the next planning meeting will be from 4:30pm – 6:00pm on

Thursday, March 27th at City Hall in the Committee of the Whole room.
 
Please RSVP to Ray Chao at: rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov. He will be sending a calendar invite following
this.
 
Best,
Lindsay
 
 
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

 
 
Thanks!
 
Also holding 5-6pm on Friday for the taping for BdB and 4-5pm for CMC
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi Lindsay,
 
Hope all is well.  Robert is out of town so I'm going to be covering John's schedule for the rest of the week. 
 
I've added this call for 11:30 ET today.  Please let me know if it would be helpful for me to send around a
conference call number.
 
Thanks!
 
Liz
--
 
Liz Hegarty

 

 
 
 



From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 6:37 AM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "lhegarty@akpdmedia.com"
<lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Friday shoot?
 
Right on 

On Mar 25, 2014, at 10:50 PM, "Sarah Hegeman" <shegeman@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

11:30ET works for me. John?
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2014 9:47 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday shoot?
 
I think I have made Friday work. Can you do a call at 11:30 tomorrow to go through all
the details by then we will have a time for Friday. 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Hi Lindsay-
 
I think we are going to make Thursday work. We are putting crew together now. Can you let
me know the window of times that we will have with MBDB & FLONYC? Do you know what
room we would have to set up the shot? 
 
Also, would it would probably be good to run this shoot by the mayor's legal team to make
sure that it is ok that we use City Hall. Would you be able to help with that?
 
Let me know.
 
Thanks!
Sarah
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2014 1:54 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Sarah Hegeman
<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Friday shoot?



 
Ok, Let me know as soon as you can.
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

That might be tough… Let me caucus with Sarah
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2014 at 1:43 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Sarah Hegeman
<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Friday shoot?
 
Can we do Thursday?
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
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Subject:

Jon-
 
Does this have to be off site? If it can be at City Hall I can make this work
on Thursday. Friday is a tough day. Let me know if Monday is too late.



 
Thanks!
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
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+ laura
Let's do it
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2014 14:07:34 +0000
To: Josh Gold< >; Emma Wolfe<
Bill Hyers<
Cc: Sarah Hegeman<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Friday shoot?
 
I know Josh & Sarah (our producer) have been speaking, but we were hoping
to get an hour of time from MBDB & a different hour from FLONYC on Friday
to shoot for the UPK NYC spots… I realize we don’t know if/when we’ll be up
yet, but we thought it would be better to have something in the can & figure
out what we do with the product later… Thoughts?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Scripts attached. Let me know if you need anything else.

Thanks!

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 8:05 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Friday shoot?

 
 
Thanks!
 
Also holding 5-6pm on Friday for the taping for BdB and 4-5pm for CMC
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi Lindsay,
 
Hope all is well.  Robert is out of town so I'm going to be covering John's schedule for the rest of the week. 
 
I've added this call for 11:30 ET today.  Please let me know if it would be helpful for me to send around a 
conference call number.
 
Thanks!
 
Liz



--
 
Liz Hegarty

 

 
 
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 6:37 AM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "lhegarty@akpdmedia.com" 
<lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Friday shoot?
 
Right on 

On Mar 25, 2014, at 10:50 PM, "Sarah Hegeman" <shegeman@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

11:30ET works for me. John?
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2014 9:47 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday shoot?
 
I think I have made Friday work. Can you do a call at 11:30 tomorrow to go through all 
the details by then we will have a time for Friday. 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Hi Lindsay-
 
I think we are going to make Thursday work. We are putting crew together now. Can you let 
me know the window of times that we will have with MBDB & FLONYC? Do you know what 
room we would have to set up the shot? 
 
Also, would it would probably be good to run this shoot by the mayor's legal team to make 



sure that it is ok that we use City Hall. Would you be able to help with that?
 
Let me know.
 
Thanks!
Sarah
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2014 1:54 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Sarah Hegeman 
<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Friday shoot?
 
Ok, Let me know as soon as you can.
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

That might be tough… Let me caucus with Sarah
 

From: <Scola>, Lindsay <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2014 at 1:43 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Sarah Hegeman 
<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Friday shoot?
 
Can we do Thursday?
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:



To:
Subject:

Jon-
 
Does this have to be off site? If it can be at City Hall I can make this work 
on Thursday. Friday is a tough day. Let me know if Monday is too late.
 
Thanks!
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Let’s see what would work
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

+ laura
Let's do it
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2014 14:07:34 +0000
To: Josh Gold< >; Emma Wolfe<  
Bill Hyers<
Cc: Sarah Hegeman<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Friday shoot?
 
I know Josh & Sarah (our producer) have been speaking, but we were hoping 
to get an hour of time from MBDB & a different hour from FLONYC on Friday 



to shoot for the UPK NYC spots… I realize we don’t know if/when we’ll be up 
yet, but we thought it would be better to have something in the can & figure 
out what we do with the product later… Thoughts?



LANDMARK  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

BDB ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA 
 
 
STATE CAPITOL AS BACKGROUND.  
HEADLINES BUILD. 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 
faces Albany opposition over Pre-K 
funding – AP  
Does universal pre-K make good 
policy sense? -- NY POST  
Gov. Cuomo Says de Blasio Pre-K Plan 
"Is Not Going To Be Successful" In 
Albany  -- NY DAILY NEWS 
 
SHOTS OF BDB WITH PARENTS OR AT 
RALLY 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA, WITH HEADLINE OR 
GRAPHICS ON UPK VICTORY 
 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA, UPK WEBSITE 

OR 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “Join the Fight for Action: 
UPKNYC.org) 
 
  

A year and a half ago, I unveiled a plan to 
lift up EVERY child – with universal Pre-
K and after-school programs. 
 
It’s been a tough fight, with powerful 
forces pushing back.   
 
We took some heat from our 
adversaries…even from our friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But you responded with passion and 
focus – making sure Albany heard from 
US. 
 
Now, we’ve won a landmark victory – 
with Pre-K and after-school programs 
for tens of thousands more kids…not 
“someday” – but THIS YEAR. 
 
New York City: thank you. 
 
  
 
 



 



FAMILY  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

OPEN ON PHOTO OF CHIARA AND 
DANTE AS TINY TOTS 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR AND FLONYC WITH KIDS IN 
CLASSROOM.  MAYOR AT A RALLY 
PUSHING PRE-K.  MAYOR LISTENING TO 
A YOUNG MOTHER.  HEADLINE ON 
HISTORIC WIN FOR NYC. 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA 
 
 
DIVERSE PORTRAITS OF NYC FAMILIES, 
TO CAMERA. 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA.   
CG:  New York City: {BEAT} Thank You. 

OR 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “Join the Fight for Action: 
UPKNYC.org) 
 
  

 
 

That’s also the time when politicians 
started talking about Pre-K in New York. 
 
 
Today, we’re finally seeing ACTION. 
 
 
In a landmark win for New York City, 
tens of thousands of our kids will NOW 
have access to full-day Pre-K -- and 
thousands more young people will have 
an after-school program. 
 
Not “someday.”  It starts THIS YEAR. 
 
 
New York City – YOU made this happen. 
 
 
 
From our family to yours…thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 



STATE  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

OPEN ON PHOTO OF CHIARA AND 
DANTE AS TINY TOTS 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR AND FLONYC WITH KIDS IN 
CLASSROOM.  MAYOR AT A RALLY 
PUSHING PRE-K.  MAYOR LISTENING TO 
A YOUNG MOTHER.  HEADLINE ON 
HISTORIC WIN FOR NYC. 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA 
 
 
DIVERSE PORTRAITS OF NYC FAMILIES, 
TO CAMERA. 
 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “New York State Legislators {BEAT} 
Thank You.” 
 
  

 
 

That’s also the time when politicians 
started talking about Pre-K in New York. 
 
 
Today, we’re finally seeing ACTION. 
 
 
In a landmark win for New York City, 
tens of thousands of our kids will NOW 
have access to full-day Pre-K -- and 
thousands more young people will have 
an after-school program. 
 
Not “someday.”  It starts THIS YEAR. 
 
 
New York City – YOU made this happen. 
 
 
 
To our state lawmakers…thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi all,
 
I’m just waiting on a couple of pieces to get finalized for Friday before I offer you a time. Will circle
back with a time tomorrow AM. Thanks for your patience!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Team-

The times may need to change slightly for both principals. Stefan and Eunice will advise on time. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Hi Frankie-

We have one hour reserved with the Mayor, from 5-6p.
We have one hour reserved with the First Lady, from 4-5p.
We will be bringing a bit a equipment – it is small for us, but it is much larger than TV news crews
use. We will have a camera with tripod, prompter, sound equipment, and lights. We are still putting
together the final equipment lists, and I can send you those if needed.
Yes, having access to the parking lot to drop off equipment would be really helpful.
We will need 2 hours to set up. We were planning on arriving at 2p. What is the process for getting
the gear inside? If it will take awhile, we might need to arrive a bit earlier.
I will check to make sure that we have access to protective gear for our lights and tripod.

 
Thanks!
--

 



From: "<Martinez Blanco>", Frankie <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:29 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Couple of questions about the shoot:
 

• How long are you envisioning on needing the Mayor?
• How long do you envision needing the First Lady?
• How much equipment are you bringing?
• Would you need access to the parking lot to drop-off the equipment?
• How much set up time do you need?
• The room is a historic museum, so if you plan on bringing in heavy equipment, please bring

small floor mats. If you don’t have accessible, we can try to find something here that can be
substitute.

 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Great. Thanks so much! 
--

 
On 3/26/14 2:19 PM, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 

We are good for Friday to be at City Hall. Please see room pictures attached. Frankie and Stefan will be
your POCs for this event and will help with room logistics and vehicles through Security.
 
Thanks,



Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling 
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Yes - it’s to spell out what we as a City have accomplished in our recent negotiations with Albany over Pre-
K and after-school… 

Here are the three scripts I sent BDB and CMC

From: <Negash>, "Negash, Dabash" <DNegash@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 at 12:56 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: Friday Shoot

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi all,
 
I’m just waiting on a couple of pieces to get finalized for Friday before I offer you a time. Will circle 
back with a time tomorrow AM. Thanks for your patience!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Team-

The times may need to change slightly for both principals. Stefan and Eunice will advise on time. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



 
Hi Frankie-

We have one hour reserved with the Mayor, from 5-6p.
We have one hour reserved with the First Lady, from 4-5p.
We will be bringing a bit a equipment – it is small for us, but it is much larger than TV news crews 
use. We will have a camera with tripod, prompter, sound equipment, and lights. We are still putting 
together the final equipment lists, and I can send you those if needed.
Yes, having access to the parking lot to drop off equipment would be really helpful.
We will need 2 hours to set up. We were planning on arriving at 2p. What is the process for getting 
the gear inside? If it will take awhile, we might need to arrive a bit earlier.
I will check to make sure that we have access to protective gear for our lights and tripod.

 
Thanks!
--

 

From: "<Martinez Blanco>", Frankie <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:29 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Couple of questions about the shoot:
 

How long are you envisioning on needing the 
Mayor?

How long do you envision needing the First Lady?
How much equipment are you bringing?
Would you need access to the parking lot to drop-

off the equipment?
How much set up time do you need?
The room is a historic museum, so if you plan on 

bringing in heavy equipment, please bring small floor mats. If you don’t have accessible, we 
can try to find something here that can be substitute.

 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 



Thanks,
 
Frankie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Great. Thanks so much! 
--

 
On 3/26/14 2:19 PM, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 

We are good for Friday to be at City Hall. Please see room pictures attached. Frankie and Stefan will be 
your POCs for this event and will help with room logistics and vehicles through Security.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling 
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 
 
 
 
 



STATE  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

OPEN ON PHOTO OF CHIARA AND 
DANTE AS TINY TOTS 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR AND FLONYC WITH KIDS IN 
CLASSROOM.  MAYOR AT A RALLY 
PUSHING PRE-K.  MAYOR LISTENING TO 
A YOUNG MOTHER.  HEADLINE ON 
HISTORIC WIN FOR NYC. 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA 
 
 
DIVERSE PORTRAITS OF NYC FAMILIES, 
TO CAMERA. 
 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “New York State Legislators {BEAT} 
Thank You.” 
 
  

 
 

That’s also the time when politicians 
started talking about Pre-K in New York. 
 
 
Today, we’re finally seeing ACTION. 
 
 
In a landmark win for New York City, 
tens of thousands of our kids will NOW 
have access to full-day Pre-K -- and 
thousands more young people will have 
an after-school program. 
 
Not “someday.”  It starts THIS YEAR. 
 
 
New York City – YOU made this happen. 
 
 
 
To our state lawmakers…thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 



LANDMARK  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

BDB ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA 
 
 
STATE CAPITOL AS BACKGROUND.  
HEADLINES BUILD. 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 
faces Albany opposition over Pre-K 
funding – AP  
Does universal pre-K make good 
policy sense? -- NY POST  
Gov. Cuomo Says de Blasio Pre-K Plan 
"Is Not Going To Be Successful" In 
Albany  -- NY DAILY NEWS 
 
SHOTS OF BDB WITH PARENTS OR AT 
RALLY 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA, WITH HEADLINE OR 
GRAPHICS ON UPK VICTORY 
 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA, UPK WEBSITE 

OR 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “Join the Fight for Action: 
UPKNYC.org) 
 
  

A year and a half ago, I unveiled a plan to 
lift up EVERY child – with universal Pre-
K and after-school programs. 
 
It’s been a tough fight, with powerful 
forces pushing back.   
 
We took some heat from our 
adversaries…even from our friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But you responded with passion and 
focus – making sure Albany heard from 
US. 
 
Now, we’ve won a landmark victory – 
with Pre-K and after-school programs 
for tens of thousands more kids…not 
“someday” – but THIS YEAR. 
 
New York City: thank you. 
 
  
 
 



 



FAMILY  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

OPEN ON PHOTO OF CHIARA AND 
DANTE AS TINY TOTS 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR AND FLONYC WITH KIDS IN 
CLASSROOM.  MAYOR AT A RALLY 
PUSHING PRE-K.  MAYOR LISTENING TO 
A YOUNG MOTHER.  HEADLINE ON 
HISTORIC WIN FOR NYC. 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA 
 
 
DIVERSE PORTRAITS OF NYC FAMILIES, 
TO CAMERA. 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA.   
CG:  New York City: {BEAT} Thank You. 

OR 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “Join the Fight for Action: 
UPKNYC.org) 
 
  

 
 

That’s also the time when politicians 
started talking about Pre-K in New York. 
 
 
Today, we’re finally seeing ACTION. 
 
 
In a landmark win for New York City, 
tens of thousands of our kids will NOW 
have access to full-day Pre-K -- and 
thousands more young people will have 
an after-school program. 
 
Not “someday.”  It starts THIS YEAR. 
 
 
New York City – YOU made this happen. 
 
 
 
From our family to yours…thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thank you. Do we know where it would air, when, etc.? Or is all of that still being
discussed. Any other details you can share would be great.
 
Thanks again,
Dabash
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Yes - it’s to spell out what we as a City have accomplished in our recent negotiations with
Albany over Pre-K and after-school… 
 
Here are the three scripts I sent BDB and CMC
 

From: <Negash>, "Negash, Dabash" <DNegash@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 at 12:56 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: Friday Shoot
 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi all,
 
I’m just waiting on a couple of pieces to get finalized for Friday before I offer you a



time. Will circle back with a time tomorrow AM. Thanks for your patience!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Team-

The times may need to change slightly for both principals. Stefan and Eunice will advise
on time. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Hi Frankie-

We have one hour reserved with the Mayor, from 5-6p.
We have one hour reserved with the First Lady, from 4-5p.
We will be bringing a bit a equipment – it is small for us, but it is much larger than TV
news crews use. We will have a camera with tripod, prompter, sound equipment, and
lights. We are still putting together the final equipment lists, and I can send you those
if needed.
Yes, having access to the parking lot to drop off equipment would be really helpful.
We will need 2 hours to set up. We were planning on arriving at 2p. What is the
process for getting the gear inside? If it will take awhile, we might need to arrive a bit
earlier.
I will check to make sure that we have access to protective gear for our lights and
tripod.

 
Thanks!
--

 

From: "<Martinez Blanco>", Frankie <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:29 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay"
<LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,



"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Couple of questions about the shoot:
 

? How long are you envisioning on
needing the Mayor?

? How long do you envision needing
the First Lady?

? How much equipment are you
bringing?

? Would you need access to the
parking lot to drop-off the equipment?

? How much set up time do you need?
? The room is a historic museum, so if

you plan on bringing in heavy equipment, please bring small floor mats. If you
don’t have accessible, we can try to find something here that can be substitute.

 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Great. Thanks so much! 
--

 
On 3/26/14 2:19 PM, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 

We are good for Friday to be at City Hall. Please see room pictures attached. Frankie and
Stefan will be your POCs for this event and will help with room logistics and vehicles
through Security.



 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling 
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Will likely be 5:15 now
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

All- This meeting will now take place at 4:45pm. Please
report to the COW at this time unless you receive an update
that the meeting is further delayed. If you will be calling in
for this meeting please reply to this email to let me know.
Thank you!
 
Dial-in Number: (   
Code: 



 
-Javon
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
When:

Where:
 
 
Dial-in Number:   
Code: 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah, finishing a walk thru. Should be back in CH soon. Will answer all of your questions soon 
enough. 

Thanks,

Frankie 

Frankie A. Martinez-Blanco 
Director of Advance 
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.3173 
Cell: 917.514.8967 

----------------------------------------------- 
Sent using BlackBerry // Please excuse any typos. 

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Right now, we are planning to arrive at 9am so that we have time to set up for 11am with the First Lady.

Is there anything that I should know about the load in procedure? Will we be able to use the parking lot to 
drop off gear? Is there someone I should call when we arrive?

Please let me know.

Thanks!
--

From: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 2:26 PM



To: "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco, Frankie" 
<FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot

Just wondering if there is any update with this? If we are confirmed with the First Lady at 11, we will need 
to arrive at 9am to set up. Will we be able to leave our equipment set up for the whole day while we wait 
for the window of time with the Mayor? 

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 10:23 AM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, 
Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco, Frankie" 
<FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot

Will have confirmed time shortly. Most likely 430-530pm for the Mayor.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Yes, we can make that work. Do we have a confirmed time with the Mayor tomorrow? 

From: <Ko>, Eunice <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 9:14 AM
To: "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Martinez Blanco, Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot

Is it possible to do this from 11:00-12:00pm for the First Lady?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Team-



The times may need to change slightly for both principals. Stefan and Eunice will advise on time. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Hi Frankie-

We have one hour reserved with the Mayor, from 5-6p.
We have one hour reserved with the First Lady, from 4-5p.
We will be bringing a bit a equipment – it is small for us, but it is much larger than TV news crews 
use. We will have a camera with tripod, prompter, sound equipment, and lights. We are still putting 
together the final equipment lists, and I can send you those if needed.
Yes, having access to the parking lot to drop off equipment would be really helpful.
We will need 2 hours to set up. We were planning on arriving at 2p. What is the process for getting 
the gear inside? If it will take awhile, we might need to arrive a bit earlier.
I will check to make sure that we have access to protective gear for our lights and tripod.

 
Thanks!
--

 

From: "<Martinez Blanco>", Frankie <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:29 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Couple of questions about the shoot:
 

How long are you envisioning on needing the 
Mayor?

How long do you envision needing the First Lady?
How much equipment are you bringing?
Would you need access to the parking lot to drop-

off the equipment?
How much set up time do you need?



The room is a historic museum, so if you plan on 
bringing in heavy equipment, please bring small floor mats. If you don’t have accessible, we 
can try to find something here that can be substitute.

 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Great. Thanks so much! 
--

 
On 3/26/14 2:19 PM, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 

We are good for Friday to be at City Hall. Please see room pictures attached. Frankie and Stefan will be 
your POCs for this event and will help with room logistics and vehicles through Security.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling 
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Pls assemble
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

We plan on starting at 5:45
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

MBDB is still in his last meeting. Will keep everyone posted.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Will likely be 5:15 now
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:



Subject:

All- This meeting will now take place at 4:45pm. Please report to the COW at this time
unless you receive an update that the meeting is further delayed. If you will be calling
in for this meeting please reply to this email to let me know. Thank you!
 
Dial-in Number: (   
Code: 
 
-Javon
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
When:

Where:
 
 
Dial-in Number:   
Code: 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Copy.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

You are welcome. 
 
And this just in – prompter is 
 

From: <Negash>, Dabash <DNegash@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 6:49 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Thank you!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 5:43 PM
To: "Negash, Dabash" <DNegash@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
Sure - adding Sarah

On Mar 27, 2014, at 5:29 PM, "Negash, Dabash" <DNegash@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:



Thanks for all the details and great to meet!
 
One last thing – can you send the names and roles of the other folks that will be
present for the shoots?
 
--
Dabash
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Also – Happy to jump on the phone with you or someone on your team to
get all the details.
 
--
Dabash Negash
Office of the Mayor
City of New York
212-788-3110 (Office)
718-755-7853 (BB)
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thank you. Do we know where it would air, when, etc.? Or is all of that
still being discussed. Any other details you can share would be great.
 
Thanks again,
Dabash
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Yes - it’s to spell out what we as a City have accomplished in our recent
negotiations with Albany over Pre-K and after-school… 
 
Here are the three scripts I sent BDB and CMC



 

From: <Negash>, "Negash, Dabash" <DNegash@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 at 12:56 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: Friday Shoot
 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi all,
 
I’m just waiting on a couple of pieces to get finalized for Friday before I
offer you a time. Will circle back with a time tomorrow AM. Thanks for
your patience!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Team-

The times may need to change slightly for both principals. Stefan and
Eunice will advise on time. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Hi Frankie-

We have one hour reserved with the Mayor, from 5-6p.
We have one hour reserved with the First Lady, from 4-5p.
We will be bringing a bit a equipment – it is small for us, but it is much



larger than TV news crews use. We will have a camera with tripod,
prompter, sound equipment, and lights. We are still putting together
the final equipment lists, and I can send you those if needed.
Yes, having access to the parking lot to drop off equipment would be
really helpful.
We will need 2 hours to set up. We were planning on arriving at 2p.
What is the process for getting the gear inside? If it will take awhile, we
might need to arrive a bit earlier.
I will check to make sure that we have access to protective gear for our
lights and tripod.

 
Thanks!
--

 

From: "<Martinez Blanco>", Frankie <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:29 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay"
<LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Couple of questions about the shoot:
 

? How long are you envisioning on needing the Mayor?
? How long do you envision needing the First Lady?
? How much equipment are you bringing?
? Would you need access to the parking lot to drop-off the

equipment?
? How much set up time do you need?
? The room is a historic museum, so if you plan on bringing in

heavy equipment, please bring small floor mats. If you don’t have
accessible, we can try to find something here that can be
substitute.

 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 



Thanks,
 
Frankie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Great. Thanks so much! 
--

 
On 3/26/14 2:19 PM, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 

We are good for Friday to be at City Hall. Please see room pictures
attached. Frankie and Stefan will be your POCs for this event and will help
with room logistics and vehicles through Security.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling 
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Apologies. Left that out of the email.
 
 
Please enter thru the West Gate (Broadway and Murray Street).
 
Thank you for sending me the names and car information.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Thanks for the cell number. I appreciate it. My cell is . I will probably call you
as soon as we are outside, if that works for you.
 
We will be arriving at 9am to load in and set up. And just to clarify (sorry I am from Chicago
if this is common knowledge) where is the entrance to the parking lot? Are there any special
instructions we need to know to access the parking lot? 
 
Vehicle info:

Ford white 15 Pass van. Plate#
 
Here is a list of crew:



 

From: <Rosenberg>, Reid <RRosenberg@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 6:30 PM
To: "Martinez Blanco, Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Sarah Hegeman
<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Ko, Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,

Please see below for my cell number. 

Reid Rosenberg 

 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Finally back in the office.
 
We can get you access to the parking lot to unload but will need the make of the car
and the list of folks that are coming?
 
Reid Rosenberg (cc’ed) will be you point of contact. He will send his contact info soon.
I’ll be out of pocket from 10:00AM-10:30AM.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie                
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:



Subject:

Sounds good. Thanks!
 

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 4:30 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
We are still holding 4:30. May move earlier but let's lock that for now.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Eunice, yes, that time works for us. 
 
Stefan, do we have a confirmed time with the Mayor yet? 
 
Thanks!
Sarah
 

From: <Ko>, Eunice <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 4:09 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Martinez Blanco, Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi all,
 
Sorry for the delay. Can we do 11:30-12:30pm? If that works, we can confirm. Thank
you so much!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Right now, we are planning to arrive at 9am so that we have time to set up for 11am with the



First Lady.
 
Is there anything that I should know about the load in procedure? Will we be able to use the
parking lot to drop off gear? Is there someone I should call when we arrive?
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!
--

 

From: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 2:26 PM
To: "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
Just wondering if there is any update with this? If we are confirmed with the First Lady at 11,
we will need to arrive at 9am to set up. Will we be able to leave our equipment set up for the
whole day while we wait for the window of time with the Mayor? 
 

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 10:23 AM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
Will have confirmed time shortly. Most likely 430-530pm for the Mayor.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Yes, we can make that work. Do we have a confirmed time with the Mayor tomorrow? 
 



From: <Ko>, Eunice <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 9:14 AM
To: "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Sarah Hegeman
<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Martinez Blanco, Frankie"
<FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Is it possible to do this from 11:00-12:00pm for the First Lady?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Team-

The times may need to change slightly for both principals. Stefan and Eunice will advise
on time. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Hi Frankie-

We have one hour reserved with the Mayor, from 5-6p.
We have one hour reserved with the First Lady, from 4-5p.
We will be bringing a bit a equipment – it is small for us, but it is much larger than TV
news crews use. We will have a camera with tripod, prompter, sound equipment, and
lights. We are still putting together the final equipment lists, and I can send you those
if needed.
Yes, having access to the parking lot to drop off equipment would be really helpful.
We will need 2 hours to set up. We were planning on arriving at 2p. What is the
process for getting the gear inside? If it will take awhile, we might need to arrive a bit
earlier.
I will check to make sure that we have access to protective gear for our lights and
tripod.

 
Thanks!
--



 

From: "<Martinez Blanco>", Frankie <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:29 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay"
<LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Couple of questions about the shoot:
 

? How long are you envisioning on
needing the Mayor?

? How long do you envision needing
the First Lady?

? How much equipment are you
bringing?

? Would you need access to the
parking lot to drop-off the equipment?

? How much set up time do you need?
? The room is a historic museum, so if

you plan on bringing in heavy equipment, please bring small floor mats. If you
don’t have accessible, we can try to find something here that can be substitute.

 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Great. Thanks so much! 
--



 
On 3/26/14 2:19 PM, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 

We are good for Friday to be at City Hall. Please see room pictures attached. Frankie and
Stefan will be your POCs for this event and will help with room logistics and vehicles
through Security.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling 
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 
 
 
 
 







7:15 - 7:20 PM ARRIVE BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY

7:20 - 7:40 PM COUNCILMAN JUMAANE WILLIAMS' CELEBRATION OF
WOMEN AWARDS

7:40 - 7:50 PM DEPART BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY EN ROUTE RESIDENCE

7:50 - 7:55 PM ARRIVE RESIDENCE

DOWN

 
 
Eunice Ko
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Office of the Mayor
New York City
W: 212-788-6730
C: 646-915-2678



 



From:
To:
Date:

Can you give me quick ring – 





FAMILY  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

OPEN ON PHOTO OF CHIARA AND 
DANTE AS TINY TOTS 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR AND FLONYC WITH KIDS IN 
CLASSROOM.  MAYOR AT A RALLY 
PUSHING PRE-K.  MAYOR LISTENING TO 
A YOUNG MOTHER.  HEADLINE ON 
HISTORIC WIN FOR NYC. 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA 
 
 
DIVERSE PORTRAITS OF NYC FAMILIES, 
TO CAMERA. 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA.   
CG:  New York City: {BEAT} Thank You. 

OR 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “Join the Fight for Action: 
UPKNYC.org) 
 
  

 
 

That’s also the time when politicians 
started talking about Pre-K in New York. 
 
 
Today, we’re finally seeing ACTION. 
 
 
In a landmark win for New York City, 
tens of thousands of our kids will NOW 
have access to full-day Pre-K -- and 
thousands more young people will have 
an after-school program. 
 
Not “someday.”  It starts THIS YEAR. 
 
 
New York City – YOU made this happen. 
 
 
 
From our family to yours…thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 



LANDMARK  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

BDB ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA 
 
 
STATE CAPITOL AS BACKGROUND.  
HEADLINES BUILD. 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 
faces Albany opposition over Pre-K 
funding – AP  
Does universal pre-K make good 
policy sense? -- NY POST  
Gov. Cuomo Says de Blasio Pre-K Plan 
"Is Not Going To Be Successful" In 
Albany  -- NY DAILY NEWS 
 
SHOTS OF BDB WITH PARENTS OR AT 
RALLY 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA, WITH HEADLINE OR 
GRAPHICS ON UPK VICTORY 
 
 
 
BDB ON CAMERA, UPK WEBSITE 

OR 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “Join the Fight for Action: 
UPKNYC.org) 
 
  

A year and a half ago, I unveiled a plan to 
lift up EVERY child – with universal Pre-
K and after-school programs. 
 
It’s been a tough fight, with powerful 
forces pushing back.   
 
We took some heat from our 
adversaries…even from our friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But you responded with passion and 
focus – making sure Albany heard from 
US. 
 
Now, we’ve won a landmark victory – 
with Pre-K and after-school programs 
for tens of thousands more kids…not 
“someday” – but THIS YEAR. 
 
New York City: thank you. 
 
  
 
 



 



STATE  
:30 for TV 
UPK NYC  
 
 

Visual 
 

Voice 

OPEN ON PHOTO OF CHIARA AND 
DANTE AS TINY TOTS 
 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA, ID’ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR AND FLONYC WITH KIDS IN 
CLASSROOM.  MAYOR AT A RALLY 
PUSHING PRE-K.  MAYOR LISTENING TO 
A YOUNG MOTHER.  HEADLINE ON 
HISTORIC WIN FOR NYC. 
 
CHIRLANE ON CAMERA 
 
 
DIVERSE PORTRAITS OF NYC FAMILIES, 
TO CAMERA. 
 
WHITE TYPE ON BLACK 
CG: “New York State Legislators {BEAT} 
Thank You.” 
 
  

 
 

That’s also the time when politicians 
started talking about Pre-K in New York. 
 
 
Today, we’re finally seeing ACTION. 
 
 
In a landmark win for New York City, 
tens of thousands of our kids will NOW 
have access to full-day Pre-K -- and 
thousands more young people will have 
an after-school program. 
 
Not “someday.”  It starts THIS YEAR. 
 
 
New York City – YOU made this happen. 
 
 
 
To our state lawmakers…thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 





From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Working on it!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Looping Ronalie. I'm headed out to advance a parade route. I'm with Ronalie, and she knows the
situation. 

Reid Rosenberg 

From
Sent
To
Subject

Hi Sarah,

Please see below for my cell number. 

Reid Rosenberg 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hi Sarah,
 
Finally back in the office.
 
We can get you access to the parking lot to unload but will need the make of the car
and the list of folks that are coming?
 



Reid Rosenberg (cc’ed) will be you point of contact. He will send his contact info soon.
I’ll be out of pocket from 10:00AM-10:30AM.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie                
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sounds good. Thanks!
 

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 4:30 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
We are still holding 4:30. May move earlier but let's lock that for now.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Eunice, yes, that time works for us. 
 
Stefan, do we have a confirmed time with the Mayor yet? 
 
Thanks!
Sarah
 

From: <Ko>, Eunice <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 4:09 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Martinez Blanco, Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot



 
Hi all,
 
Sorry for the delay. Can we do 11:30-12:30pm? If that works, we can confirm. Thank
you so much!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Right now, we are planning to arrive at 9am so that we have time to set up for 11am with the
First Lady.
 
Is there anything that I should know about the load in procedure? Will we be able to use the
parking lot to drop off gear? Is there someone I should call when we arrive?
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!
--

 

From: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 2:26 PM
To: "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
Just wondering if there is any update with this? If we are confirmed with the First Lady at 11,
we will need to arrive at 9am to set up. Will we be able to leave our equipment set up for the
whole day while we wait for the window of time with the Mayor? 
 

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 10:23 AM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
Will have confirmed time shortly. Most likely 430-530pm for the Mayor.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Yes, we can make that work. Do we have a confirmed time with the Mayor tomorrow? 
 

From: <Ko>, Eunice <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 9:14 AM
To: "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Sarah Hegeman
<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Martinez Blanco, Frankie"
<FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Is it possible to do this from 11:00-12:00pm for the First Lady?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Team-

The times may need to change slightly for both principals. Stefan and Eunice will advise
on time. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Hi Frankie-

We have one hour reserved with the Mayor, from 5-6p.
We have one hour reserved with the First Lady, from 4-5p.
We will be bringing a bit a equipment – it is small for us, but it is much larger than TV
news crews use. We will have a camera with tripod, prompter, sound equipment, and
lights. We are still putting together the final equipment lists, and I can send you those



if needed.
Yes, having access to the parking lot to drop off equipment would be really helpful.
We will need 2 hours to set up. We were planning on arriving at 2p. What is the
process for getting the gear inside? If it will take awhile, we might need to arrive a bit
earlier.
I will check to make sure that we have access to protective gear for our lights and
tripod.

 
Thanks!
--

 

From: "<Martinez Blanco>", Frankie <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:29 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay"
<LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Couple of questions about the shoot:
 

? How long are you envisioning on needing the Mayor?
? How long do you envision needing the First Lady?
? How much equipment are you bringing?
? Would you need access to the parking lot to drop-off the equipment?
? How much set up time do you need?
? The room is a historic museum, so if you plan on bringing in heavy equipment,

please bring small floor mats. If you don’t have accessible, we can try to find
something here that can be substitute.

 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie
 

From:



Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Great. Thanks so much! 
--

 
On 3/26/14 2:19 PM, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 

We are good for Friday to be at City Hall. Please see room pictures attached. Frankie and
Stefan will be your POCs for this event and will help with room logistics and vehicles
through Security.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling 
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Catherine- can you help, please?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Looping Ronalie. I'm headed out to advance a parade route. I'm with Ronalie, and she knows the
situation. 

Reid Rosenberg 

From
Sent
To
Subject

Hi Sarah,

Please see below for my cell number. 

Reid Rosenberg 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hi Sarah,
 
Finally back in the office.
 
We can get you access to the parking lot to unload but will need the make of the car
and the list of folks that are coming?



 
Reid Rosenberg (cc’ed) will be you point of contact. He will send his contact info soon.
I’ll be out of pocket from 10:00AM-10:30AM.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie                
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sounds good. Thanks!
 

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 4:30 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
We are still holding 4:30. May move earlier but let's lock that for now.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Eunice, yes, that time works for us. 
 
Stefan, do we have a confirmed time with the Mayor yet? 
 
Thanks!
Sarah
 

From: <Ko>, Eunice <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 4:09 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Martinez Blanco, Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi all,
 
Sorry for the delay. Can we do 11:30-12:30pm? If that works, we can confirm. Thank
you so much!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Right now, we are planning to arrive at 9am so that we have time to set up for 11am with the
First Lady.
 
Is there anything that I should know about the load in procedure? Will we be able to use the
parking lot to drop off gear? Is there someone I should call when we arrive?
 
Please let me know.
 
Thanks!
--

 

From: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 2:26 PM
To: "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
Just wondering if there is any update with this? If we are confirmed with the First Lady at 11,
we will need to arrive at 9am to set up. Will we be able to leave our equipment set up for the
whole day while we wait for the window of time with the Mayor? 
 

From: <Grybauskas>, Stefan <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 10:23 AM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez Blanco,
Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Friday Shoot
 
Will have confirmed time shortly. Most likely 430-530pm for the Mayor.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Yes, we can make that work. Do we have a confirmed time with the Mayor tomorrow? 
 

From: <Ko>, Eunice <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 9:14 AM
To: "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Sarah Hegeman
<shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Martinez Blanco, Frankie"
<FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Is it possible to do this from 11:00-12:00pm for the First Lady?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Team-

The times may need to change slightly for both principals. Stefan and Eunice will advise
on time. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Hi Frankie-

We have one hour reserved with the Mayor, from 5-6p.
We have one hour reserved with the First Lady, from 4-5p.
We will be bringing a bit a equipment – it is small for us, but it is much larger than TV
news crews use. We will have a camera with tripod, prompter, sound equipment, and



lights. We are still putting together the final equipment lists, and I can send you those
if needed.
Yes, having access to the parking lot to drop off equipment would be really helpful.
We will need 2 hours to set up. We were planning on arriving at 2p. What is the
process for getting the gear inside? If it will take awhile, we might need to arrive a bit
earlier.
I will check to make sure that we have access to protective gear for our lights and
tripod.

 
Thanks!
--

 

From: "<Martinez Blanco>", Frankie <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 4:29 PM
To: Sarah Hegeman <shegeman@akpdmedia.com>, "Scola, Lindsay"
<LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko, Eunice"
<EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Friday Shoot
 
Hi Sarah,
 
Couple of questions about the shoot:
 

? How long are you envisioning on needing the Mayor?
? How long do you envision needing the First Lady?
? How much equipment are you bringing?
? Would you need access to the parking lot to drop-off the equipment?
? How much set up time do you need?
? The room is a historic museum, so if you plan on bringing in heavy equipment,

please bring small floor mats. If you don’t have accessible, we can try to find
something here that can be substitute.

 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
 
Frankie
 



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Great. Thanks so much! 
--

 
On 3/26/14 2:19 PM, "Scola, Lindsay" <LScola@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 

We are good for Friday to be at City Hall. Please see room pictures attached. Frankie and
Stefan will be your POCs for this event and will help with room logistics and vehicles
through Security.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling 
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yes. Good choice. Now we need to come up with a speech worthy of the location. But this will help
motivate us

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

For the 100 days speech on Thurs April 10, we highly recommend doing the speech at the Cooper
Union Great Hall. The venue is available to us and will seat a crowd between 650-800 people
depending on RSVPs. We are excited about the historical relevance and think that it is perfect space
wise and accessible for our guests during the day.
 
We wanted to make sure you were comfortable with the location, if you are not we will send other
options. Otherwise we would like to begin invites on Monday to give us 10 days to build RSVPs for
the speech.
 
Thanks,
Lindsay
 
Lindsay Scola
Director of Scheduling  
Office of the Mayor 
The City of New York 
Office: 212.788.2962
Cell: 917.513.1690
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Just wanted to confirm if that’s correct. One earlier and then another later on at Bar ToTo?





From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Pls call me at 212-7882654. I can’t reach you at the number below your signature.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Maibe,
 
Can you please give me a call? Having trouble with the translation.
 
Thanks!
Matt 

Matt McLaughlin 
Executive Producer | Acres
59 Franklin Street, Suite 210
New York, NY 10013
c: (703) 587-4016
e: matt@acresandco.com
w: acresandco.com

This message is property of ACRES & CO. LLC and contains information which may be privileged or
confidential. It is meant only for the intended recipients and/or their authorized agents. If you
believe you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by return e-mail and
destroy any printed or electronic copies of the message. Any unauthorized use, dissemination,
disclosure or copying of this message or the information contained in it, is strictly prohibited and
may be unlawful. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 
 

On Apr 9, 2014, at 4:11 PM, "Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Guys see below. 

Sent from my iPad



On Apr 9, 2014, at 3:56 PM, "Ponet, Maibe" <MPonet@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Rough translation – they isn’t very articulate, and there a couple of
inaccuracies.
 
Before, when we didn’t have these five-days, when we asked for a break
because our children were sick, our employers could fire us when he went
back to work. I saw that happened to one of my co-workers. This bill
signed by mayor de Blasio helped all car washers working for small
businesses. Now that we have five days of sick leave they can’t fire us as
they did before. We thank mayor de Blasio for that. He thought about the
need of all us, when we need time to take care for our love ones. There is
no more discrimination as there was before.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
The password is 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Can’t access the video
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Could you guys please help us translate from 1:40  end. It’s in Spanish
and I need to show it to the mayor asap. We will cut it down but need to
know what to cut.
 
Many many thanks!!
Jessie
 
http://vimeo.com/91544376
pw: 
 
 
 
___
Jessica Singleton



@NYCMayorsOffice
@jessay286

 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bharucha– Ba-ru-CHa









2. Peter, Emma - who do you think should acknowledge the elected officials: JJA or VOG? 

3. Frankie, Gabe and Dabash - Jessica and I will email u separately abt the "elected officials" list. We
should have the list handy for the mayor and we will await Peter and Emma's final guidance on who
should acknowledge their presence. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Anyone else he specifically wanted listed?

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

He definitely wants to thank cooper union
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
If we do cooper union would be good to say presidents and all the people who worked to make this
space great today or whatever 

On Apr 9, 2014, at 8:45 PM, "Negash, Dabash" <DNegash@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

What about basics? Should we do separate list? I am unsure if already in speech.

-JJA for introducing
-CMC
-Cooper Union for hosting and School President, etc.

From
Sent
To

Subject



+ Emma
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
I just spoke to the mayor and he would prefer not to acknowledge any electeds.
Instead, he would like voice of god or Jennifer Jones Austin to acknowledge them.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
 
 
Current RSVPs:
 
Statewide: Tom DiNapoli.  
Citywide: Scott Stringer.
Citywide: Melissa Mark Viverito (Tentative)
Borowides: James Oddo, Ruben Diaz, Jr., Gale Brewer, Melinda Katz, Eric Adams
(tent)
District Attorney: Ken Thompson, Richard Brown, Dan Donovan Jr.
 
####
 
Additional Notes:
 
Not necessarily attending, but people we have acknowledged for achievements in
first 100 days:
 
The people we thanked for State Budget:
Tier 1: Shelly Silver, Jeff Klein, Governor Cuomo
Tier 2: Dean Skelos and the Senate Majority Coalition, the Independent
Democratic Conference, and Andrea Stewart Cousins and the State Senate
Democrats.
 



The people we thanked for the work we have gotten done with the City Council:
Speaker Melissa Mark Viverito and her leadership in East Harlem
 
REBNY/Related for East Harlem Explosion housing help
 
Jennifer Jones Austin and Carl Weisbrod for Transition Committee Co-Chairing
 
Slippery slope – not recommending: George Gresham, Bob Master, other labor
leaders.
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Just FYI, here are the names and titles of who is speaking in the video. I defer to you if you need the
names anywhere:

- Kassim [kah-sihm] Hinds, Project Manager
- Bishop Eric Daniel Garnes, Sr Pastor of Tabernacle of Queens Cathedral
- Juan Carlos Rivera, car wash employee
- Elizabeth Caquias [ka-key-az], mother of five

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Adam, Jon - please call me if this doesn't make sense to what you were planning. 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Adding EC

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Want to get everyone on the same chain. 

1. We should not do an acknowledgment card for him to read tomorrow but instead,



Jon and Adam should work the following into the beginning of the remarks.:

- thank president Barucha (with the phonetics and correct spelling) and thank the
school for hosting 
- Thank JJA for the introductory remarks
- thank FLONYC and maybe Chiara and Dante
- thank "all elected officials, commissioners, city officials and friends" who came today. 

Peter, Laura, Emma - please let us know if this is correct. 

2. Peter, Emma - who do you think should acknowledge the elected officials: JJA or
VOG? 

3. Frankie, Gabe and Dabash - Jessica and I will email u separately abt the "elected
officials" list. We should have the list handy for the mayor and we will await Peter and
Emma's final guidance on who should acknowledge their presence. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Anyone else he specifically wanted listed?

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

He definitely wants to thank cooper union
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
If we do cooper union would be good to say presidents and all the people who worked
to make this space great today or whatever 

On Apr 9, 2014, at 8:45 PM, "Negash, Dabash" <DNegash@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

What about basics? Should we do separate list? I am unsure if already in
speech.



-JJA for introducing
-CMC
-Cooper Union for hosting and School President, etc.

From
Sent
To

Subject

+ Emma
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
I just spoke to the mayor and he would prefer not to acknowledge any
electeds. Instead, he would like voice of god or Jennifer Jones Austin to
acknowledge them.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
 
 
Current RSVPs:
 
Statewide: Tom DiNapoli.  
Citywide: Scott Stringer.
Citywide: Melissa Mark Viverito (Tentative)
Borowides: James Oddo, Ruben Diaz, Jr., Gale Brewer, Melinda Katz,
Eric Adams (tent)
District Attorney: Ken Thompson, Richard Brown, Dan Donovan Jr.



 
####
 
Additional Notes:
 
Not necessarily attending, but people we have acknowledged for
achievements in first 100 days:
 
The people we thanked for State Budget:
Tier 1: Shelly Silver, Jeff Klein, Governor Cuomo
Tier 2: Dean Skelos and the Senate Majority Coalition, the
Independent Democratic Conference, and Andrea Stewart Cousins
and the State Senate Democrats.
 
The people we thanked for the work we have gotten done with the
City Council:
Speaker Melissa Mark Viverito and her leadership in East Harlem
 
REBNY/Related for East Harlem Explosion housing help
 
Jennifer Jones Austin and Carl Weisbrod for Transition Committee Co-
Chairing
 
Slippery slope – not recommending: George Gresham, Bob Master,
other labor leaders.
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Ty, Jon
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Restoring the Progressive City  
Cooper Union 
Thursday, April 10th 
Draft 8 – 4/9/14 – 11:45PM  
 

I want to thank Jennifer Jones Alexander for that wonderful introduction 
 
As I mark my 100th day in office, it’s only appropriate that she is here with 
me. 

o Jennifer was with us from the beginning. 
 

o No one understood more fully the importance of our work, no one 
was more critical to getting us here today. 

 
o We owe her our gratitude for all she’s done to help build this 

administration.   
 

There’s someone else I’m very happy to have with us today, who was 
REALLY here from the beginning – and before. 
 
The love of my life, New York’s remarkable First Lady, Chirlane McCray. 

 
[Thank Dante and Chiara if they are attending]. 

 
Thank you to all the elected officials, commissioners, city officials and 
friends who are here with us this afternoon.   
 
We come together today with heavy hearts over the loss of NYPD Officer 
Dennis Guerra, a married father of four, just 38 years old, who gave his life 
heroically, working to save the lives of others in a burning building.   

 
I ask that we keep Officer Rosa Rodriguez, who sustained serious injuries in 
the same incident, in our thoughts and prayers. 

 
Officers Guerra and Rodriguez represent the most selfless and noble 
traditions of our city.  And they have our deep appreciation and gratitude.   

 
I’d like to ask that we begin with a moment of silence to honor and 
remember Officer Guerra.   

 
I want to thank Bharucha– Ba-ru-Cha, and the faculty, the workers and the 
students of Cooper Union. 
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It’s an honor to be here at one of the city’s greatest educational institutions, 
renowned for over a centaury and a half for combining an inclusive spirit 
with the highest academic standards. 

 
I’m humbled to speak in a place where so many Presidents, scientists and 
artists have addressed passionate souls and curious minds over generations. 

 
We find ourselves in a perfect setting to discuss all that our city is capable of 
when we’re at our very best.   

 
As Abraham Lincoln said right here at Cooper Union “let us have faith that 
right makes might.” 
 

[WHO WE ARE] 
 
When this Administration was sworn into office 100 days ago, there were those who 
weren’t sure what to make of us – not just of me, but of all of you who helped me to 
get here.   
 

So let me tell you what we’re about 
 

This Administration is a product of movement politics.   
 

But the movement that we’re a part of doesn’t define the boundaries of its 
ranks through exclusivity.   

 
Rather, it’s a movement of people who share a vision….  

 
People in every borough, of every background, and every income bracket, 
who believe in our city’s progressive traditions.   

 
In the last hundred days, we’ve been inspired by the support of, working 
parents and retirees, of schoolteachers and business leaders.   

 
What we share is a vision of a progressive city: 

o A city that is run with the highest standards of effectiveness and 
professionalism 

o That respects everyone’s dignity  
o That honors New York’s proud tradition of inclusion and equality  

 
We welcome every New Yorker because we believe that we are at our best 
when EVERYONE gets a shot at fulfilling their dreams.    

 
Some weren’t quite sure what to make of our progressive agenda to reduce 
inequality and restore opportunity.  But now they’re starting to see. 
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Because politics of the sort that we believe in doesn’t measure success by 
poll numbers, but by ACTION. 

 
We believe in grassroots, people-powered government.   

 
We judge success on results – on making a difference in the lives of real 
people.  

 
 

[WHY WE’RE HERE] 
  

The vision we are advancing isn’t new to our city – progressiveness, opportunity, 
inclusion, justice… these values are coded in New York’s DNA.   

 
New York has always been the center of progressive America: 
o This is the city where courageous workers were pioneers in the union 

movement; 
 

o Where the NAACP was formed and where the Stonewall protests 
launched the LGBT rights movement; 

 
o The city of the Statue of Liberty… the symbol of open doors and 

unmatched opportunity for people from every corner of the globe. 
 
We weren’t sent to City Hall to change New York’s character; you sent us 
here to restore New York’s proud legacy as the progressive city... 

 
…To keep the sacred promise of our city… that everyone has a place… 
that everyone gets a voice. 

 
Our inequality crisis – the Tale of Two Cities we’ve been living for years 
threatens who we are, and what kind of city we will be. 

 
Restoring a progressive New York… That is our vision… It’s what’s driven 
the steps we take, and what drives ones we will take, together.  

 
And in our first 100 days we’ve already taken great strides.  
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[WHAT A PROGRESSIVE CITY MEANS] 
  

[Restoring a Progressive City means governing New York with the highest 
standards of effectiveness] 

 
In a progressive city, the government must perform at the highest level of 
effectiveness and professionalism.  It sounds simple, but it’s not.   
 

If New Yorkers can’t be confident their city will provide basic services, 
the rest of our vision for a progressive city will mean very little. 

 
Keeping New Yorkers safe and providing the vital services New Yorkers 
need was, is, and will always be Job One. 

 
We’ve never lost sight of this first job – no matter how many challenges we’ve faced. 
 

The snowiest January and February in the city’s recorded history  
(Sanitation Workers did excellent job.) 
 
East Harlem tragedy.  (Firefighters and other first responders… 
Neighbors comforting neighbors as we mourn.) 

 
Epidemic of pedestrian deaths.  (Plan Zero in place & moving forward).   

 
In the first quarter of this year, the number of traffic deaths is down 26% and the 
number injured is down 8%, compared to the first quarter of last year.   
 
On public safety, Commissioner Bratton and the NYPD have built stronger 
relationships between police and communities that are keeping crime low.   
 
I’m gratified to say that, thanks to the hard work of the men and women of the 
NYPD, crime rates have been pointing in the right direction:  
 

Murders are down 9.5% from (in the first quarter of this year compared 
to the first quarter of last year)  
 
Shootings are down 3.4% 
 
Robberies are down 7.2%  

  
And overall crime is down.  

 
We’ve produced a preliminary budget that is fiscally responsible and 
balanced to keep the city on solid footing.   
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DOT crews have filled 284,000 potholes so far this year - compared to 
112,000 at the same time last year.  

 
 
 [Restoring a Progressive City means taking dead aim at income inequality] 
 
The kind of governmental excellence I’ve talked about so far is critical to restoring 
New York as the progressive city it’s meant to be, but it is by no means enough.   
 
In a progressive city, we recognize that growing inequality is the crisis of our time, 
and it contradicts everything we know is good about this city.   

 
Throughout its history, New York has been the global center of opportunity 
and progress, commerce and culture.   
 
Our tiny geographic confines have produced countless leaders and 
innovators from finance to theater to education.  

 
The place where drive, creativity and above all hard work have been 
rewarded. 

 
But we have to fight to keep it that way.    

 
New York has to be a place where people who wake up every day and give it 
everything they’ve got, get what they deserve:  

 
o A decent place to live  
o The income to support a family  
o A better future for their children  

 
We have to remember that the best and brightest are born in every 
neighborhood -- a just society allows them to reach their potential.   
 
But we’re not there yet and if can’t get there, we risk losing that which makes 
New York New York.   

 
[A Progressive City is one where there’s equal educational opportunity for all] 
 
In a progressive city, there’s equal educational opportunity for every child.  
 
It means showing our children that they matter, so that they can live up to their 
potential and make their contributions to the city we all love.   
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So we acted:  
 

Secured the most state funding for Pre-K to NYC in New York State 
history.  
 
Tens of thousands more kids will have Pre-K slots. 

 
o The research is clear: pre-k is one of the best things we can do to 

launch kids on a successful educational career… and a successful life. 
  

o Studies show that children involved in high quality pre-k programs 
are better prepared to begin school than ones who are not: 

 
o They have better vocabularies and math skills.   
 
o They are less likely to become delinquent, more likely to be employed.   

 
o I’ve seen the results myself.   

 
o As I was reading “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” to a pre-k class at P.S. 

239 in Ridgewood Queens, one of the students raised his hand to tell 
his classmates and me a new word he had learned.    

 
o “Metamorphosis!” he said proudly.   This was a FOUR YEAR OLD. 

 
Thousands of students will have access to after-school programs that 
keep them safe and learning – so their parents can work with less worry. 

 
o I recently visited an afterschool program at MS 331 in the Morris 

Heights neighborhood of the Bronx with Chancellor Farina.  
 
o The program offered everything from homework help to arts and 

cultural enrichment.   
 

o I saw a group of girls dancing… learning, coming into their own, 
sparking one another’s creativity, all in a safe environment.   

 
These are the sorts of opportunities that we want EVERY child to have in 
a progressive city.   
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[A Progressive City is one where the justice systems treats everyone equally] 
 

In a progressive city, aggressive crime fighting and honoring the dignity of all New 
Yorkers aren’t mutually exclusive -- they go hand-in-hand.   

 
We’ve begun a new era in relations between the NYPD and New Yorkers.   
 
It wasn’t that long ago that Nicolas Peart, a young man from Harlem, 
wrote an op-ed in the New York Times describing how he’d been stopped 
and frisked five different times and the heavy toll that it took on him. 

 
But Nicolas took action. 

 
He filed a civil rights lawsuit, one that we recently settled, that has 
fundamentally changed police practices in the city. 

 
He was a young man whose value was discounted, who was treated as a 
problem, when in fact, he was just the sort of person we need more of 
today. 

 
He responded to injustice with maturity, with intelligence and with 
tenacity. 

 
He worked through the system, and he showed that the system could 
work. 

 
Now we as a city celebrate a young man that an unjust system once 
shunned.   

 
In refusing to be a victim – he became a hero.   

 
Thanks to Nicolas and so many others who spoke out, we’ve now ended 
the abuses of the stop and frisk era.   

 
Just this week, I addressed a new class of NYPD cadets. 

 
It was an inspiration to look out on them – young men and women of 
every background from every corner of the city who worked hard and 
went through vigorous training to get where they were that day. 

 
And they were all there for the same reasons:  

 
o They believe in public service 
o They believe in New York City  
o And they want to make this a safer, better place for all of us to live.   
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It was also wonderful to realize that this was the first class graduating 
into a new era of policing in this city 
 
An era in which a young man of color can be a bit more confident that he 
can walk to the corner store without being hassled for no reason. 

 
This is the kind of community-police relations we want to see in a 
progressive city.   

 
 

[In a progressive city, we respect the dignity of workers who fall ill] 
 

In a progressive city, illness doesn’t mean lost wages or lost jobs. 
 

Paid Sick Leave for 500,000 families. Hadn’t even gotten a vote in the 
council for three years. 
 
Paid sick leave doesn’t just protect workers, it builds great companies:  

 
o I signed this law at Steve’s Ice Cream in Greenpoint.   

 
o The owner– David Stein – explained that paid sick leave helped retain 

talented workers, which he said was essential to creating the best 
possible product. 
 

o Having met with his staff and tasted his ice cream, I couldn’t agree 
with him more.   

 
[In a progressive city, we make affordable housing a priority] 

 
In a progressive city, people can afford to live and to stay in the neighborhoods they 
love.    
 

We’ve begun following through on our commitment to building or 
restoring 200,000 units of affordable housing that the city desperately 
needs. 
o The impact of this will be enormous, 200,000 units means homes for 

400,000 or more individuals. 
 
o These projects are creating jobs in the communities where they are 

located.   
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o We’re also building in job provisions that ensure that construction 
and other work will be available for residents of the communities.   

 
o And we’re making sure that many of these apartments are available at 

the lower end of the income scale.   
 
Revised deals with developers to provide more affordable housing 
(Domino Sugar).  

 
o Adds 110,000 square feet of new affordable housing.   
 
o A grand total of 700 new units of affordable housing, 32% of the total.   
 
Hudson Yards  
 
o 139 unit building on West 29th Street will be entirely affordable 

housing – original plan called for 80% market rate.  
 

o These units will be permanently affordable.   
 

o The project will also create over 1,600 jobs that we’ve ensured will 
pay a living wage, because we know what a difference that makes.   
 

In East New York we recently broke ground on an affordable housing 
development provide 278 units of affordable housing. 
 
It also means good jobs for local workers and space that community 
groups in East New York so desperately need.   
 
These projects show that there’s room for creativity in how we develop 
affordable housing. 

 
Well-executed affordable housing program, can create not only new 
housing, but new jobs and stronger communities.   
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[What Our Progress Means – The Stories] 
 
You’ve heard me talk about the steps we’ve taken and why.  Now, I’d like you to hear 
from some New Yorkers who have seen the progressive city at work, and who’ll tell 
you what it means for their lives.   
 

[VIDEOS PLAY] 
Some of these New Yorkers are here today:  
o Kassim Hinds –  t  
o Bishop Eric D. Garnes –     
o Juan Carlos Rivera –     s  
o Elizabeth Caquias –       

 
Their stories are just a few powerful examples of what real change 
means… And there’s much more to come.   

 
[WHAT LIES AHEAD] 

 
So we’ve made our beginning. 
 
Plato wrote: “The beginning is the most important part of any work… for 
that is the time at which the character is being formed.”  

 
That is true of our first hundred days. 

 
The themes we’ve struck of government effectiveness, equality, and 
inclusion are the same ones that will guide our work going forward – 
taking on some of the most important issues facing the city: 

 
1. EDUCATION – We have much more to do to ensure that 

every child in New York gets the quality education they 
deserve. 
 

A few weeks ago, I spoke at Riverside Church and laid out a vision for 
improving neighborhood schools across the city.  That means: 

 
o Increase parental involvement 
o Quality teacher retention  

In 2008 15% of mid-career teachers freely resigned.   
By 2013, that number had jumped to 43%.   

o Reduce class size  
o No more teaching to the test  
o Improving facilities  

we’re working to sharply reduce the number of  classroom 
trailers. 
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o Making sure we’re not choosing among our children – that traditional 

public schools, charter schools, and religious schools aren’t pitted 
against each other and help each other succeed. 

 
2. PUBLIC HOUSING –We must sustain and improve our 

public housing system, which provides homes to nearly 
half a million New Yorkers.    

 
We are working to substantially reduce the backlog of repairs and work 
on new improvements that will ensure these are the kind of homes that 
New York families deserve. 

 
Pressing forward on retrofitting which promises both to improve the 
environment and provide much-needed jobs for NYCHA residents. 

 
3. MUNICIPAL ID -- We are working to provide a new 

municipal ID that will open doors for and simplify the lives 
of half a million undocumented and homeless New 
Yorkers.   

 
We are making plans across agencies to ensure that New Yorkers will 
begin receiving Municipal ID cards by the end of the year.  

 
4. COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE  - We’re working to bring 

community based health care to hundreds of thousands 
of residents who need access to good health care in their 
neighborhoods. 

 
o We showed with LICH that there are solutions that can keep facilities 

open in neighborhoods where they are needed. 
And last week, a deal was reached that will keep LICH 
operating and providing needed care. 
This can and should serve as a model for keeping community 
hospitals open.   

 
o We must keep working on long-term health care solutions for every 

New Yorker in every neighborhood. 
 
o To that end, we have approached the state seeking partnership to 

enact our plan for a “Brooklyn Health Authority,” an idea we hope will 
be a model for similar programs in other boroughs.    

 
o It would mean better local healthcare in underserved neighborhoods, 

something we’ll work to replicate across the city.     
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5. SANDY RECOVERY – we’re following through on our 

commitment to rebuild every home destroyed by 
Superstorm Sandy.    

 
o We’ve redirected 100 million dollars in federal to rebuilding homes, 

regardless of the income of their residents. 
 

o We’re moving 35 staff members to HRO, increasing the staff a third.   
 

o Eliminate permit and procedural bottlenecks that are slowing repairs 
and rebuilds; for example, clearing outstanding DOB permits that 
have prevented some Sandy rebuilds and repairs from moving 
forward.  

 
o We owe it to great neighborhoods across this city to finally get this job 

done.   
 

Reflection on the Politics of Change 
 
As we move forward, we must be mindful of the levers of change that we’ll need to 
keep utilizing to restore to New York as a progressive city.   
 
Politics helps define the world we make for ourselves, for better or worse:  
 

Robert F. Kennedy said:  Everything that makes man's life worthwhile — 
family, work, education, a place to rear one's children and a place to rest 
one's head — all this depends on the decisions of government… 
Therefore… [our]essential humanity … can be protected and preserved 
only where government must answer — not just to the wealthy, not just 
to those of a particular religion, or a particular race, but to ALL its people. 

 
At its best, politics can empower people – like it did last year.   

 
The last election sent a clear message – we wanted policies that worked 
for every neighborhood and every New Yorker. 

 
These past three months, as we’ve advanced our vision for a progressive 
city, powerful interests have fought us at every turn.   

 
Some people still don’t understand where the REAL power resides.  But 
hurdles exist to be cleared, and together we’ve cleared some big ones.   

 
Because grassroots politics understands that people are almost always 
ahead of the politicians.   
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Parents have been pushing for expanded Pre-K and after-school 
programs for decades. 

 
Workers have been calling for paid sick leave for years. 

 
New Yorkers – particularly people of color – have protested the abuses of 
stop-and-frisk for years – most poignantly on Father’s Day 2012, with a 
silent march down 5th Ave.  

 
Grassroots politics has harnessed their energy to make change.   

 
It gives everyone a voice.    

 
What we’ve learned from the action of the past 100 days should give hope 
and strength and a renewed sense of purpose going forward.  

 
 

[THE CLOSING] 
 

James Russell Lowell, a 19th century poet and fierce abolitionist once 
wrote: “Fate loves the fearless.” 

 
Seizing big opportunities requires heart and guts.  

 
So it makes sense that when provided with real opportunity, New Yorkers 
can achieve like no other people. 

 
As I have said, our goal has always been to restore New York to the great 
progressive city it has been and will be again.  

 
And thanks to you, we’ve made real and meaningful progress towards 
that goal during these first 100 days: 

 
Because of the progress we’ve made, that four-year-old boy from 
Ridgewood learning scientific concepts in pre-k might someday be a life-
saving surgeon in one of our neighborhood hospitals.   

 
Because of the progress we’ve made, that middle school girl from Morris 
Heights practicing dance routines with her friends in an afterschool 
program may someday enthrall and inspire audiences at Lincoln Center… 
or in a community theater.   
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Because of the progress we’ve made, a young woman from St. George 
who’ll one day change the lives of our grandchildren as a great teacher 
will be put on a path to success with a small investment that will be 
repaid in profound ways. 

 
This is what our future looks like in a progressive city.   

 
And YOU have shown the world that we won’t bend under the crisis of 
our time….  

 
That we will ACT.  

 
Now more than ever, we need your help. 

 
We need you to see that families sign their children up for expanded pre-
k  and afterschool programs. 

 
We need you to keep leading the way and to hold me – and every elected 
official – accountable.   

 
We need your help to keep the momentum that we’ve gained these past 
100 days.   

 
We have so much more to do, but we’ve seen already what we can 
accomplish working together.   

 
And if you keep up your energy, your focus, your drive, I have no doubt 
that together we will build once again a progressive city here in New 
York.   

 
### 

 
 
 
 

 
  





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dante and chiara are definitely not coming but he might still want to thank his whole family? I'm 
really not sure abt that but I'll rewatch the state of the city now to see if he mentioned. 

How do you say Guerra? [Goo-ehr-a]?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Great
Ultimately defer to Peter on whether he should mention his children. He did not mention them at 
the state of the city but I think it would be nice if he said something after the line abt Chirlane such 
as:

 

Peter and the Mayor should make the decision to include or not include. 

And yes, KPdL rivals any name or acronym that I have ever come across. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Sorry 
- its Jennifer Jones Austin, not Alexander
- should also thank Katherine Ponce de Leon, the 6th grader giving the pledge of 
allegiance at the beginning of the program. 

Format:
Pledge of Allegiance from Katherine Ponce de Leon
Welcome Remarks & Intro from Jamshed Bharucha, Cooper Union President
YOU are introduced by Jennifer Jones Austin

From
Sent
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Cc
Subject

Thx!



Figured as much but might be good to have pronunciation so he doesn't have to think 
abt it under the pressure. I defer to you. 

Peter - this may sound crazy at this late hour - but should he say anything at all in 
spanish?
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Sorry 
- its Jennifer Jones Austin, not Alexander
- should also thank Katherine Ponce de Leon, the 6th grader giving the pledge of allegiance at the 
beginning of the program. 

Format:
Pledge of Allegiance from Katherine Ponce de Leon
Welcome Remarks & Intro from Jamshed Bharucha, Cooper Union President
YOU are introduced by Jennifer Jones Austin
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Sent
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Cc
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Thx!
Figured as much but might be good to have pronunciation so he doesn't have to think abt it under 
the pressure. I defer to you. 

Peter - this may sound crazy at this late hour - but should he say anything at all in spanish?
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maybe something simple at the end like restating: "I have no doubt that together we will build once
again a progressive city here in New York."
Want me to email u how to say something like that in spanish so you know what it looks like?
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Adam and John? 
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Cc
Subject

Thx!
Figured as much but might be good to have pronunciation so he doesn't
have to think abt it under the pressure. I defer to you. 

Peter - this may sound crazy at this late hour - but should he say anything
at all in spanish?
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Subject
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dom, as the policy guy on this speech. Please check in with Alicia or her staff?
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Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Can someone talk to alicia please.
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Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Beating dead horse -- hudson yards -- nadler and co really have said repeatedly that 
this exact concession was negotiated two years ago -- we're going to step in it -- shd 
just do living wage piece on it. 

Prob: "139 unit building on West 29th Street will be entirely affordable housing – 
original plan called for 80% market rate. These units will be permanently affordable."
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Tony/Dom have to sign off on this. 
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Are we good with below?
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Restoring the Progressive City  
Cooper Union 
Thursday, April 10th 
Draft 12 – 4/10/14 – 10:30AM 
 

I want to thank Jennifer Jones Austin for that 

wonderful introduction. 

 

 

As I mark my 100th day in office, it’s only 

appropriate that she is here with me. 

 

o Jennifer was with us from the beginning. 

 

o No one understood more fully the importance 

of our work, no one was more critical to 

getting us here today. 

 

o We owe her our gratitude for all she’s done to 

help build this administration.   
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And I’d also like to thank Katherine Ponce de Leon 

for leading us so beautifully in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.   

 

There’s someone else I’m very happy to have with 

us today, who was REALLY here from the 

beginning – and before. 

 

The love of my life, New York’s remarkable First 

Lady, Chirlane McCray. 

 

 

          

  

 

Thank you to all the elected officials, 

commissioners, city officials and friends who are 

here with us this afternoon.   
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We come together today with heavy hearts over 

the loss of NYPD Officer Dennis Guerra, a married 

father of four, just 38 years old, who gave his life 

heroically, working to save the lives of others in a 

burning building.   

 

 

I ask that we keep Officer Rosa Rodriguez, who 

sustained serious injuries in the same incident, in 

our thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

Officers Guerra and Rodriguez represent the most 

selfless and noble traditions of our city.  And they 

have our deep appreciation and gratitude.   

 

 

I’d like to ask that we begin with a moment of 

silence to honor and remember Officer Guerra.   
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I want to thank President Bharucha– Ba-ru-Cha, 

and the faculty, the workers and the students of 

Cooper Union. 

 

 

It’s an honor to be here at one of the city’s greatest 

educational institutions, renowned for over a 

centaury and a half for combining an inclusive 

spirit with the highest academic standards. 

 

 

I’m humbled to speak in a place where so many 

Presidents, scientists and artists have addressed 

passionate souls and curious minds over 

generations. 

 

 

We find ourselves in a perfect setting to discuss all 

that our city is capable of when we’re at our very 

best.   
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As Abraham Lincoln said right here at Cooper 

Union “let us have faith that right makes might.” 

 

 

[WHO WE ARE] 

 

 

When this Administration was sworn into office 100 

days ago, there were those who weren’t sure what to 

make of us – not just of me, but of all of you who helped 

me to get here.   

 

 

So let me tell you what we’re about 

 

 

This Administration is a product of movement 

politics.   
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But the movement that we’re a part of doesn’t 

define the boundaries of its ranks through 

exclusivity.   

 

 

Rather, it’s a movement of people who share a 

vision….  

 

 

People in every borough, of every background, and 

every income bracket, who believe in our city’s 

progressive traditions.   

 

 

In the last hundred days, we’ve been inspired by 

the support of, working parents and retirees, of 

schoolteachers and business leaders.   
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What we share is a vision of a progressive city: 

 

o A city that is run with the highest standards of 

effectiveness and professionalism 

 

o That respects everyone’s dignity  

 

o That honors New York’s proud tradition of 

inclusion and equality  

 

 

We welcome every New Yorker because we 

believe that we are at our best when EVERYONE 

gets a shot at fulfilling their dreams.    

 

 

Some weren’t quite sure what to make of our 

progressive agenda to reduce inequality and 

restore opportunity.  But now they’re starting to 

see. 
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Because politics of the sort that we believe in 

doesn’t measure success by poll numbers, but by 

ACTION. 

 

 

We believe in grassroots, people-powered 

government.   

 

 

We judge success on results – on making a 

difference in the lives of real people.  

 

 

[WHY WE’RE HERE] 

 

  

The vision we are advancing isn’t new to our city – 

progressiveness, opportunity, inclusion, justice… these 

values are coded in New York’s DNA.   
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New York has always been the center of 

progressive America: 

 

o This is the city where courageous workers 

were pioneers in the union movement; 

 

o Where the NAACP was formed and where the 

Stonewall protests launched the LGBT rights 

movement; 

 

o The city of the Statue of Liberty… the symbol 

of open doors and unmatched opportunity for 

people from every corner of the globe. 

 

 

We weren’t sent to City Hall to change New 

York’s character; you sent us here to restore 

New York’s proud legacy as the progressive city... 
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…To keep the sacred promise of our city… that 

everyone has a place… that everyone gets a 

voice. 

 

 

Our inequality crisis – the Tale of Two Cities 

we’ve been living for years threatens who we 

are, and what kind of city we will be. 

 

 

Restoring a progressive New York… That is our 

vision… It’s what’s driven the steps we take, and 

what drives ones we will take, together.  

 

 

And in our first 100 days we’ve already taken 

great strides.  
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[WHAT A PROGRESSIVE CITY MEANS] 

 

  

[Restoring a Progressive City means governing New 

York with the highest standards of effectiveness] 

 

 

In a progressive city, the government must perform at 

the highest level of effectiveness and professionalism.  It 

sounds simple, but it’s not.   

 

 

If New Yorkers can’t be confident their city will 

provide basic services, the rest of our vision for a 

progressive city will mean very little. 

 

 

Keeping New Yorkers safe and providing the 

vital services New Yorkers need was, is, and will 

always be Job One. 
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We’ve never lost sight of this first job – no matter how 

many challenges we’ve faced. 

 

 

One of the snowiest winters in the city’s 

recorded history  (Sanitation Workers did 

excellent job.)  

 

 

East Harlem tragedy.  (Firefighters and other 

first responders… Neighbors comforting 

neighbors as we mourn.) 

 

 

Epidemic of pedestrian deaths.  (Vision Zero in 

place & moving forward).   
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In the first quarter of this year, the number of traffic 

deaths is down 26% and the number injured is down 

8%, compared to the first quarter of last year.   

 

 

On public safety, Commissioner Bratton and the NYPD 

have built stronger relationships between police and 

communities that are keeping crime low.   

 

 

I’m gratified to say that, thanks to the hard work of the 

men and women of the NYPD, crime rates have been 

pointing in the right direction:  

 

 

Murders are down 9.5% from (in the first 

quarter of this year compared to the first quarter 

of last year)  
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Shootings are down 3.4% 

 

 

Robberies are down 7.2%  

  

 

And overall crime is down.  

 

 

We’ve produced a preliminary budget that is 

fiscally responsible, progressive, and transparent -- 

to keep the city on solid footing.   

 

 

DOT crews have filled nearly 289,000 potholes so 

far this year - compared to 115,500 at the same 

time last year.   
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 [Restoring a Progressive City means taking dead 

aim at income inequality] 

 

 

The kind of governmental excellence I’ve talked about 

so far is critical to restoring New York as the 

progressive city it’s meant to be, but it is by no means 

enough.   

 

 

In a progressive city, we recognize that growing 

inequality is the crisis of our time, and it contradicts 

everything we know is good about this city.   

 

 

Throughout its history, New York has been the 

global center of opportunity and progress, 

commerce and culture.   
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Our tiny geographic confines have produced 

countless leaders and innovators from finance to 

theater to education.  

 

 

The place where drive, creativity and above all 

hard work have been rewarded. 

 

 

But we have to fight to keep it that way.    
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New York has to be a place where people who 

wake up every day and give it everything they’ve 

got, get what they deserve:  

 

 

o A decent place to live  

 

o The income to support a family  

 
 

o A better future for their children  

 

 

We have to remember that the best and brightest 

are born in every neighborhood -- a just society 

allows them to reach their potential.   

 

 

But we’re not there yet and if can’t get there, we 

risk losing that which makes New York New York.   
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[A Progressive City is one where there’s equal 

educational opportunity for all] 

 

 

In a progressive city, there’s equal educational 

opportunity for every child.  

 

 

It means showing our children that they matter, so that 

they can live up to their potential and make their 

contributions to the city we all love.   

 

 

So we acted:  

 

 

Secured the most state funding for Pre-K to NYC 

in New York State history.  
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Tens of thousands more kids will have Pre-K 

slots. 

 

 

o The research is clear: pre-k is one of the best 

things we can do to launch kids on a successful 

educational career… and a successful life. 

 

  

o Studies show that children involved in high 

quality pre-k programs are better prepared to 

begin school than ones who are not: 

 

 

o They have better vocabularies and math skills.   

 

 

o They are less likely to become delinquent, 

more likely to be employed.   
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o I’ve seen the results myself.   

 

 

o As I was reading “The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar” to a pre-k class at P.S. 239 in 

Ridgewood Queens, one of the students raised 

his hand to tell his classmates and me a new 

word he had learned.    

 

 

o “Metamorphosis!” he said proudly.   This was a 

FOUR YEAR OLD. 
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Thousands of students will have access to after-

school programs that keep them safe and 

learning – so their parents can work with less 

worry. 

 

 

o I recently visited an afterschool program at MS 

331 in the Morris Heights neighborhood of the 

Bronx with Chancellor Farina.  

 

 

o The program offered everything from 

homework help to arts and cultural 

enrichment.   

 

 

o I saw a group of girls dancing… learning, 

coming into their own, sparking one another’s 

creativity, all in a safe environment.   
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These are the sorts of opportunities that we 

want EVERY child to have in a progressive city.   

 

 

[A Progressive City is one where the justice systems 

treats everyone equally] 

 

 

In a progressive city, aggressive crime fighting and 

honoring the dignity of all New Yorkers aren’t mutually 

exclusive -- they go hand-in-hand.   

 

 

We’ve begun a new era in relations between the 

NYPD and the communities they serve.   
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It wasn’t that long ago that Nicolas Peart, a 

young man from Harlem, wrote an op-ed in the 

New York Times describing how he’d been 

stopped and frisked five different times and the 

heavy toll that it took on him. 

 

 

But Nicolas took action. 

 

 

He filed a civil rights lawsuit, one that we 

recently settled, that has fundamentally changed 

police practices in the city. 

 

 

He was a young man whose value was 

discounted, who was treated as a problem, when 

in fact, he was just the sort of person we need 

more of today. 
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He responded to injustice with maturity, with 

intelligence and with tenacity. 

 

 

He worked through the system, and he showed 

that the system could work. 

 

 

Now we as a city celebrate a young man that an 

unjust system once shunned.   

 

 

In refusing to be a victim – he became a hero.   

 

 

Thanks to Nicolas and so many others who spoke 

out, we’ve now ended the abuses of the stop and 

frisk era.   
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Just this week, I addressed a new class of NYPD 

cadets. 

 

 

It was an inspiration to look out on them – young 

men and women of every background from 

every corner of the city who worked hard and 

went through vigorous training to get where 

they were that day. 

 

 

And they were all there for the same reasons:  

 

o They believe in public service 

 

o They believe in New York City  

 

o And they want to make this a safer, better 

place for all of us to live.   
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It was also wonderful to realize that this was the 

first class graduating into a new era of policing in 

this city 

 

 

An era in which a young man of color can be a bit 

more confident that he can walk to the corner 

store without being hassled for no reason. 

 

 

This is the kind of community-police relations 

we want to see in a progressive city.   
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[In a progressive city, we respect the dignity of 

workers who fall ill] 

 

 

In a progressive city, illness doesn’t mean lost wages or 

lost jobs. 

 

 

Paid Sick Leave for 500,000 families. Hadn’t even 

gotten a vote in the council for three years. 

 

 

Paid sick leave doesn’t just protect workers, it 

builds great companies:  

 

 

o I signed this law at Steve’s Ice Cream in 

Greenpoint.   
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o The owner– David Stein – explained that paid 

sick leave helped retain talented workers, 

which he said was essential to creating the 

best possible product. 

 

 

o Having met with his staff and tasted his ice 

cream, I couldn’t agree with him more.   

 

 

[In a progressive city, we make affordable housing a 

priority] 

 

 

In a progressive city, people can afford to live and to 

stay in the neighborhoods they love.    
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We’ve begun following through on our 

commitment to building or restoring 200,000 

units of affordable housing that the city 

desperately needs. 

 

 

o The impact of this will be enormous, 200,000 

units means homes for 400,000 or more 

individuals. 

 

 

o These projects are creating jobs in the 

communities where they are located.   

 

 

o We’re also building in job provisions that 

ensure that construction and other work will 

be available for residents of the communities.   
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o And we’re making sure that many of these 

apartments are available at the lower end of 

the income scale.   

 

 

Revised deals with developers to provide more 

new permanent affordable housing (Domino 

Sugar).  

 

 

o Our new framework for Domino Sugar would 

add 110,000 square feet of new affordable 

housing.   

 

 

o It would mean a grand total of about 700 new 

units of permanent affordable housing, 32% of 

the total.   
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Hudson Yards  

 

 

o Accelerating and assuring development of 

permanent affordable housing in connection 

with Hudson Yards. 

 

 

o The project will also create over 1,600 

jobs that we’ve ensured will pay a living 

wage.   We know what a difference living wage 

makes, and that’s why we’ll continue our 

efforts to promote living wage jobs across the 

city.   

 

 

In East New York we recently broke ground on 

an affordable housing development to provide 

278 units of affordable housing. 
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It also means good jobs for local workers and 

space that community groups in East New York 

so desperately need.   

 

 

These projects show that there’s room for 

creativity in how we develop affordable housing. 

 

 

o Well-executed affordable housing program, 

can create not only new housing, but new jobs 

and stronger communities.   

 

  



 33 

[What Our Progress Means – The Stories] 

 

 

You’ve heard me talk about the steps we’ve taken and 

why.  Now, I’d like you to hear from some New Yorkers 

who have seen the progressive city at work, and who’ll 

tell you what it means for their lives.   

 

 

[VIDEOS PLAY] 
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Some of these New Yorkers are here today:  

 

o Kassim Hinds –    

 

o Bishop Eric D. Garnes –    

 

 

o Juan Carlos Rivera –     s  

 

o Elizabeth Caquias –    

   

 

 

Their stories are just a few powerful examples of 

what real change means… And there’s much 

more to come.   
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[WHAT LIES AHEAD] 

 

 

So we’ve made our beginning. 

 

 

Plato wrote: “The beginning is the most 

important part of any work… for that is the time 

at which the character is being formed.”  

 

 

That is true of our first hundred days. 

 

 

The themes we’ve struck of government 

effectiveness, equality, and inclusion are the 

same ones that will guide our work going 

forward – taking on some of the most important 

issues facing the city: 
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1. EDUCATION – We have much more to 

do to ensure that every child in New 

York gets the quality education they 

deserve. 

 

 

A few weeks ago, I spoke at Riverside Church and 

laid out a vision for improving neighborhood 

schools across the city.  That means: 

 

 

o Increase parental involvement 

 

o Quality teacher retention  

 

In 2008 15% of mid-career teachers 

freely resigned.   

 

By 2013, that number had jumped to 

43%.   



 37 

o Reduce class size  

 

o No more teaching to the test  

 

We are pushing to change grade 

promotion standards so students are not 

held back simply because of standardized 

test scores, but rather are evaluated in a 

more comprehensive way.   

 

o Improving facilities  

 

we’re working to sharply reduce the 

number of  classroom trailers. 

 

o Making sure we’re not choosing among our 

children – that traditional public schools, 

charter schools, and religious schools aren’t 

pitted against each other and help each other 

succeed. 
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2. PUBLIC HOUSING –We must sustain 

and improve our public housing 

system, which provides homes to 

nearly half a million New Yorkers.    

 

 

We are working to substantially reduce the 

backlog of repairs and work on new 

improvements that will ensure these are the 

kind of homes that New York families deserve. 

 

 

Pressing forward on retrofitting which promises 

both to improve the environment and provide 

much-needed jobs for NYCHA residents. 
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3. MUNICIPAL ID -- We are working to 

provide a new municipal ID that will 

open doors for and simplify the lives of 

half a million undocumented and 

homeless New Yorkers.   

 

 

We are making plans across agencies to ensure 

that New Yorkers will begin receiving Municipal 

ID cards by the end of the year.  

 

 

4. COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE  - We’re 

working to bring community based 

health care to hundreds of thousands 

of residents who need access to good 

health care in their neighborhoods. 
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o We showed with LICH that there are solutions 

that can keep facilities open in neighborhoods 

where they are needed. 

 

And last week, a deal was reached that 

will keep LICH operating and providing 

needed care. 

 

This can and should serve as a model for 

keeping health care available in 

communities.   

 

o We must keep working on long-term health 

care solutions for every New Yorker in every 

neighborhood. 
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o To that end, we will approach the state 

seeking partnership to enact our plan for a 

“Brooklyn Health Authority,” an idea that 

could serve as a model for similar programs in 

other parts of the city.    

 

o It would mean better local healthcare in 

underserved neighborhoods, something we’ll 

work to replicate across the city.     

 

 

5. SANDY RECOVERY – we’re following 

through on our commitment to rebuild 

every home destroyed by Superstorm 

Sandy.    
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o Eliminating permit and red tape bottlenecks to 

make sure that people can use the funds they 

are entitled to.   

 

As a result, new construction underway, 

and more checks are going out.   

 

o We’ve redirected 100 million dollars in federal 

funding to rebuilding homes, regardless of the 

income of their residents. 

 

o Beefing up the staff of our Sandy rebuilding 

operation to ensure that that funds get where 

they need to go.   

 

o We owe it to great neighborhoods across this 

city to finally get this job done.   
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Reflection on the Politics of Change 

 

As we move forward, we must be mindful of the levers 

of change that we’ll need to keep utilizing to restore to 

New York as a progressive city.   
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Politics helps define the world we make for ourselves, 

for better or worse:  

 

Robert F. Kennedy said:  Everything that makes 

man's life worthwhile — family, work, education, 

a place to rear one's children and a place to rest 

one's head — all this depends on the decisions of 

government… Therefore… [our]essential 

humanity … can be protected and preserved only 

where government must answer — not just to 

the wealthy, not just to those of a particular 

religion, or a particular race, but to ALL its 

people. 
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At its best, politics can empower people – like it 

did last year.   

 

 

The last election sent a clear message – we 

wanted policies that worked for every 

neighborhood and every New Yorker. 

 

 

These 100 days, as we’ve advanced our vision for 

a progressive city – of a broadly shared 

prosperity – there has been resistance from 

powerful interests with a steak in preserving the 

status quo.  That was to be expected.   

 

 

But people still don’t understand where the 

REAL power resides.  But hurdles exist to be 

cleared, and together we’ve cleared some big 

ones.   



 46 

Because grassroots politics understands that 

people are almost always ahead of the 

politicians.   

 

 

Parents have been pushing for expanded Pre-K 

and after-school programs for decades. 

 

 

Workers have been calling for paid sick leave for 

years. 

 

 

New Yorkers – particularly people of color – 

have protested the abuses of stop-and-frisk for 

years – most poignantly on Father’s Day 2012, 

with a silent march down 5th Ave.  
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Grassroots politics has harnessed their energy to 

make change.   

 

 

It gives everyone a voice.    

 

 

What we’ve learned from the action of the past 

100 days should give hope and strength and a 

renewed sense of purpose going forward.  

 

 

 

[THE CLOSING] 

 

James Russell Lowell, a 19th century poet and 

fierce abolitionist once wrote: “Fate loves the 

fearless.” 
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Seizing big opportunities requires heart and 

guts.  

 

 

So it makes sense that when provided with real 

opportunity, New Yorkers can achieve like no 

other people. 

 

 

As I have said, our goal has always been to 

restore New York to the great progressive city it 

has been and will be again.  

 

 

And thanks to you, we’ve made real and 

meaningful progress towards that goal during 

these first 100 days: 
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Because of the progress we’ve made, that four-

year-old boy from Ridgewood learning scientific 

concepts in pre-k might someday be a life-saving 

surgeon in one of our neighborhood hospitals.   

 

 

Because of the progress we’ve made, that middle 

school girl from Morris Heights practicing dance 

routines with her friends in an afterschool 

program may someday enthrall and inspire 

audiences at Lincoln Center… or in a community 

theater.   

 

 

Because of the progress we’ve made, a young 

woman from St. George who’ll one day change 

the lives of our grandchildren as a great teacher 

will be put on a path to success with a small 

investment that will be repaid in profound ways. 
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This is what our future looks like in a 

progressive city.   

 

 

And YOU have shown the world that we won’t 

bend under the crisis of our time….  

 

 

That we will ACT.  

 

 

Now more than ever, we need your help. 

 

 

We need you to see that families sign their 

children up for expanded pre-k  and afterschool 

programs. 
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We need you to keep leading the way and to hold 

me – and every elected official – accountable.   

 

 

We need your help to keep the momentum that 

we’ve gained these past 100 days.   

 

 

We have so much more to do, but we’ve seen 

already what we can accomplish working 

together.   

 

 

And if you keep up your energy, your focus, your 

drive, I have no doubt that together we will build 

once again a progressive city here in New York.   

 

### 
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Ray

On Thu, May 1, 2014 at 7:16 PM, Lindsay Scola <  
wrote:

Please see the May Planning Meeting schedule. As always these may shift 
given unforeseen scheduling changes. Please keep us posted if you will be 
unable to attend or needing to call in.

 



 

Thanks,

Lindsay

 

Sunday, May 4th:

 

1:00-2:30pm

 

Saturday, May 10th (May 11th is Mother’s Day)

 

1:30-3:00pm

 

Sunday, May 18th

 

1:00-2:30

 

Sunday, May 25th  - This could certainly change with the holiday. Will keep you 

posted. 

 

1:00-2:30pm



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





Saturday, May 10th : This meeting will be by phone
ONLY, will NOT be at City Hall

Sunday, May 18th :

Thursday, May 22nd:



Sunday, June 1st:

Sunday, May 4th:

Saturday, May 10th (May 11th is Mother’s Day)

Sunday, May 18th

Sunday, May 25th - This could certainly change with the

holiday. Will keep you posted.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: Two people





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I was planning on sending attachments tomorrow or Wednesday. Hopefully others can do this week
and perhaps you and I can connect separately. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Hi All,
 
Bill asked me to convene the 5 of you with Chirlane and I for a meeting/call to review
and zero in on the priorities we will pursue in regard to public private partnerships. 
I’ve had an 8 week deep dive into public-private partnerships, philanthropy and too
numerous to count discussions with Agency heads and CH folks to come up with a
 menu of possible priorities and initiatives for my office (aka the Mayors Fund, Fund for
Public Health, Fund for Public School, among others—the city affiliated non-profits) to
pursue.  We have a list of 8 policy areas with potential initiatives attached and I think to
really get it right, we should narrow down to 2-4 “big” initiatives we will focus on.
 

Chirlane is open Thursday the 12th from 12-2pm EST on and all day Friday the 13th.  I
will send out documents that lay out what we are trying to accomplish and the Priority
Areas in advance.
 
Please let me know if and when you can join.
 
Many Thanks, Gabrielle
 
 
 
 
Gabrielle Fialkoff
Senior Advisor to the Mayor
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships



212-341-5084
gfialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov
 





Many Thanks, Gabrielle
 
 
 
 
Gabrielle Fialkoff
Senior Advisor to the Mayor
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships
212-341-5084
gfialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov
 





 
 
 
 
Gabrielle Fialkoff
Senior Advisor to the Mayor
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships
212-341-5084
gfialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov
 





We have a list of 8 policy areas with potential initiatives
attached and I think to really get it right, we should narrow
down to 2-4 “big” initiatives we will focus on.
 

Chirlane is open Thursday the 12th from 12-2pm EST on and
all day Friday the 13th.  I will send out documents that lay
out what we are trying to accomplish and the Priority Areas
in advance.
 
Please let me know if and when you can join.
 
Many Thanks, Gabrielle
 
 
 
 
Gabrielle Fialkoff
Senior Advisor to the Mayor
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships
212-341-5084
gfialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hi everyone, we are on for 10am Friday morning.  Let me know if there are any conflicts.
Thanks, Gab
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Both work for me.  Thanks.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 9, 2014, at 9:32 PM, "Fialkoff, Gabrielle" <GFialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Plus Rachel and Eunice for cmc schedule. 
Looking like Friday 13th 10-11am or 3-4pm. 
If New Yorkers can make it to CH that's ideal. Thanks. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Adding Rob for my sked.  I will be back from overseas early Thurs morning but will likely
be a zombie until I catch a nap

 





From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hi all,
 
I look forward to our conversation tomorrow at 10am.  For New Yorkers we will meet in the New
Amsterdam room at CH.  Out of towners please call in to number below.
Attached you will find the document we will review.  Please feel free to ask any questions
beforehand.
Thanks, Gabrielle
 
For Participants:

 
For Host:

 
 
 
 
 

 



Office of Strategic Partnerships (OSP) Proposed Priority Areas/Initiatives 
 

OSP Mission: 
To create a structure to engage private sector entities in philanthropic initiatives that partner with the 
City. We seek to combine the flexibility and entrepreneurial spirit of the private sector with the 
unmatched reach of government to address the specific and systemic challenges faced by the neediest 
New Yorkers. 
 
Steps and Framing: 

The OSP seeks to establish 3-4 Priority Areas to focus our public-private partnerships. 
Once Priority Areas are established and we understand how the Priorities hang together, a 
“brand name” will be established to market the initiatives to advocates, funders and partners.  
In depth work on the particular initiatives will begin once the Priority Areas are established. 
Thematically, our efforts will focus on the neediest New Yorkers where they live, in their 
neighborhoods.  The selected projects will have 2 over-arching principals; they will be inter-
agency in approach and place-based.  
We believe these public-private programs should be complimentary to what government does; 
it is important to the philanthropic community that we not seek funding that simply fills the gap 
in public funds. 

 
Question at hand: 
There are 9 Priority Areas and an early framework of initiatives outlined below.  We seek to establish 3-4 
areas the Funds will focus on and would like to discuss what resonates, how they fit together and how 
they integrate with government priorities.  These areas can then be oriented into the 4 “Buckets” of the 
Administration (Education, Opportunity/Equality, Public Safety and Effective Government) for clarity of 
message, if desired. 

  
Youth Workforce Readiness: (jobs, youth, equity, education) 

SYEP (Summer Youth Employment Program): Making SYEP a more robust, year-round, 
integrative program that ties into the school year and establishes a workforce pipeline. 
135,000 kids applied for 36,000 slots in 2013. 

o Establish an outreach campaign to the neediest kids  
o Fund more slots; engage more businesses in offering jobs (70% are gov’t and 

non-profit) link with school program. 
o Offer training in advance of summer to teach soft skills and work prep. 
o  Offer follow-up during the school year in schools 
o Provide after-school programming for workforce readiness, exposure to 

industry… 
Foster better alignment between business and high schools:   



o Partnering business with high schools to offer mentoring and other soft skills, 
expansion of P-Tech model, institute system of career counselors and resource 
centers for high schoolers and recent grads  

Support partnerships for existing technical high schools and development of tighter 
pipeline to jobs in the sectors of school focus 
Promote, expand and expedite Tech curriculum in district schools, Link to Tech Talent 
pipeline 

 
Open Spaces/Play Spaces: (equity, health, out-of-school programming, public safety)  

Create a new model for 100 new community play-spaces in needy neighborhoods 
that are safe spaces to promote health/end obesity, physical activity, park equity, 
parental engagement and opportunity, providing safe environment for kids and 
parents; can include community parks, schools, rec centers, swimming pools; 
provide programming for kids and parents, provide free WIFI and fitness apps, for 
example. Engage DOHMH, Parks, DOE, NYCHA, HPD among others 

 
Gender Justice, Social Justice: (Public Safety, most vulnerable NYers, health)  

A campaign for Gender Justice: Domestic violence-there is a strong correlation 
between poverty and DV. This is a gender-neutral issue; men need to be part of the 
solution. 
o Expansion of the family justice centers (one-stop shopping for victims of DV, 

there is 1 in each boro) establish satellite offices in needy communities 
o Launch awareness campaign of DV services, centers in communities.  
o Expand offering of mental health counseling, job counseling, legal services for 

immigrants in centers 
 
Health & Healthy Living: (health, vulnerable NYers, equity, education, early child development) 

Early Childhood: a whole child approach, healthy kids do better in school. Attacking 
disease and obesity in our neediest neighborhoods. 

o Asthma Attack– Asthma is leading cause of emergency room visits, 
hospitalizations and absenteeism from school: focus on in home solutions of 
addressing pests (proven results exist) and offering in school based delivery of 
medications and referrals (not done now)  

o Nurse Family Partnership: in home mentoring and education of first time at risk 
mothers, starting in pregnancy thru 3 years.  Data is incontrovertible of the 
benefits but it is expensive- how to build off of it a program to scale? Could be a 
good candidate for social impact bonds 

o Reach to Read: a pediatrician/clinician educates first time at risk mothers of 
benefits of reading, “prescribes” and gives books. Benefits are language 
development, early literacy, and school readiness. 

Access to healthy Foods:  



o Green Markets and Green Carts (Jobs): expand programs, engage supermarket 
industry, support wholesale markets in needy neighborhoods, etc… 

o Health Bucks (economic/community development): this is a coupon currently 
given at green markets: for every $5 spent in SNAP, $2 coupon given.  Health 
Bucks are being piloted in hospitals: Dr’s prescribing.  Idea to pilot in bodegas, 
supermarkets, schools, community’s, through City services… 

Mental health - expansion of mental health resources and efforts to combat stigmas 
associated with mental health and emotional wellness 

o Engage private partners (media, creative, personalities) to develop and launch 
media/awareness campaign to de-stigmatize mental health issues. 

o Fund counselors in public schools, partner with DOH/DOE to develop programs 
for students and families, provide services in NYCHA, and target immigrant 
communities… 

 
Expanding educational opportunities:  (education, workforce/jobs, after-school, equity, vulnerable 
NYers) 

Early Literacy and Language development: (also connected to Early Childhood 0-3 
programs) 

o Communication in the early years is the key to future success: (see Reach to 
Read program above) provide more speech specialists in schools to focus on 
phonics to help kids get early start and keep up, identify issues earlier; support 
special needs students, English language learners 

o Increase tutoring programs for low income/targeted schools 
Arts & Culture: champion in our schools and communities.  

o Leverage recent $20m public commitment to arts in the schools with a private 
funding component (supporting Professional development and training of arts 
teachers, program development). 

Professional development of teachers of color 
Recovery High Schools: sober high schools.  Offer coherent substance abuse approach 
for our schools 
 

Reducing Income Inequality:  Creating hubs for accessing resources and support: (equity, workforce, 
health, gov’t efficiency) 

Focus on NYCHA as a hub for wrap-around services and economic empowerment 
NYCHA Resident Economic Empowerment & Sustainability (REES) and Job Plus Center 

Additional support for these neighborhood specific workforce dev. Initiatives.  
offering wraparound services in NYCHA thru these 2 vehicles. 

NYCHA “Lighthouses” 
o A “lighthouse” would replace the direct service provider model currently in place 

with an outward facing model to connect residents to social services (build on REES 
and Single-Stop models) 



Expansion of Office of Financial Empowerment  (DCA):  
o Fund the expansion of these 30 centers to offer field reps in communities to 

educate and assist those in poverty to apply for EITC (thru free tax prep) and access 
bank account, among other services 

Develop programs, partnerships and funding to support key targeted sectors that have 
high demand/good salaries to break-down barriers to entry  i.e. adding 16,000 
nurses/technicians to local health care systems 

 
 
Immigrant Communities:  This may be an element of all of above initiatives (equity, vulnerable NYers) 

Access to Justice: legal status, or lack there of, is a leading cause of poverty for the 500k 
undocumented NYers; establish programs through legal services or screenings that 
develop roadmap for legal status in schools, community schools, NYCHA and through 
other City facilities and services 
Safe Passage program – supporting access to legal services for children of immigrant 
families to utilize existing programs for citizenship 
NYCitizenship: provides public school parents with info on naturalization process, free 
legal services, financial counseling to aid in applying for citizenship 

 
Leveraging tech within government: ( (gov’t efficiency, jobs, helping vulnerable NYers) 

Participatory Budgeting/Community Budgeting-empowering communities and 
deepening democracy 

o Empower people to decide together how to spend public money to make 
public budgets more equitable and effective. 

Supporting development of interagency data/case management platforms: Public-
private partnership to help leverage private resources (funds and expertise) to support 
an internal team (working with DoITT, Office of Operations, CTO, others) that would 
help scope and frame out models for new systems of data collection and sharing. In 
addition to consolidated data management systems these platforms would also provide 
valuable trend-spotting metrics for agencies. 

Sustainability: (jobs/workforce, vulnerable NYers, health)  
Retrofit and Green NY initiatives 
Stay Cool NYC: a P3 and inter-agency program to help mitigate extreme heat conditions 
and reduce heat related deaths by painting city rooftops white thereby reducing cooling 
costs, cutting energy use and lowering greenhouse gas emissions.  
Supporting and creating green jobs (see Youth Workforce Readiness) 
Leveraging Energy Efficiency Corp 

 



From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:

This is great. 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hi all,
 
I look forward to our conversation tomorrow at 10am.  For New Yorkers we will meet in the New
Amsterdam room at CH.  Out of towners please call in to number below.
Attached you will find the document we will review.  Please feel free to ask any questions
beforehand.
Thanks, Gabrielle
 
For Participants:

 
For Host:

 HOST CODE: 
 
 
 
 
 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
To:

Cc:

Subject: Re: Office of Strategic Partnerships Priorities Mtg/call

This is great. 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hi all,
 
I look forward to our conversation tomorrow at 10am.  For New Yorkers we will meet in
the New Amsterdam room at CH.  Out of towners please call in to number below.
Attached you will find the document we will review.  Please feel free to ask any
questions beforehand.
Thanks, Gabrielle
 
For Participants:

 



For Host:
, HOST CODE: 
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To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

 
 
Gabrielle Fialkoff
Senior Advisor to the Mayor
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships
212-341-5084
gfialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I'm in a massive traffic jam. Be there as soon as I can.

From
Sent
To

Cc
Subject

 
 
Gabrielle Fialkoff
Senior Advisor to the Mayor
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships
212-341-5084
gfialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tomorrow’s planning is a conference call anyway, everyone will be dialing in.
 
Thanks
 
Raymond Chao
Scheduling Coordinator
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: (212)-788-7565
Cell:  (347)-607-8325
rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Correction: it's tomorrow's meeting he'll have to call in for. 

On Jun 12, 2014, at 11:44 PM, "Robert Munoz" <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Hey wasn't sure if you knew about this, but just letting you know John
won't be attending but will be calling in. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: June 12, 2014 at 11:27:34 AM EDT
To: "Fialkoff, Gabrielle" <GFialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"'Jonathan@berlinrosen.com'"
<Jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, FLONYC
<FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"'nbaldick@hilltoppublicsolutions.com'"
<nbaldick@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>,
"'jfdc@akpdmedia.com'" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Noerdlinger, Rachel" <RNoerdlinger@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"'rmunoz@akpdmedia.com'" <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>,



"Seignious, Sandy" <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ko,
Eunice" <EKo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "'Emily@berlinrosen.com'"
<Emily@berlinrosen.com>, "Katz, Rebecca"
<RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Bloch, Darren"
<DBloch@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Everett, Matt"
<MEverett@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Office of Strategic Partnerships Priorities
Mtg/call

This is great. 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Hi all,
 
I look forward to our conversation tomorrow at 10am.  For
New Yorkers we will meet in the New Amsterdam room at
CH.  Out of towners please call in to number below.
Attached you will find the document we will review.  Please
feel free to ask any questions beforehand.
Thanks, Gabrielle
 
For Participants:

 
For Host:

, HOST CODE: 
 
 
 
 
 

 





Subject: 

I think they do in an informational straightforward way – probably after
hearing from other validators like health care professionals.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

My gut is the community needs to hear from him, but that’s my
thought. Jonathan? JDC? Nick?

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:



Attached is the mail plan, thought is that we drop mail

starting next week, and next weekend on the 28th-

29th we have street teams hit the area too. It should
blanket this are fairly well.

We just have to make sure we have the best story to tell,
Jonathan is working with Wiley on this but I just want to
flag it, because that’s going to be the toughest part on
this.

Thoughts? Questions? Whole thing isn’t too expensive,
42-43K overall, we have the money on hand for it, but
know it’s just meant to cover the geographic area, not the
overall message here.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:



















From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yep, see him there tomorrow morning!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Just confirming tomorrows meeting with JDC tomorrow at 9AM Think Coffee

 

From: <Singleton>, Jessica <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, July 11, 2014 at 12:58 PM
To: Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Coffee Wednesday 7/16/14 with JDC
 
Thanks! On my calendar.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

At 9:00AM— I’ll send you the location at a closer date. Thanks!



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Let’s say 10.  And if he has to bump it, almost any time during the day should work.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Got it, tomorrows schedule is much more clear. 10AM or 3PM could work for JDC- just let
me know what your preference is. 
 

From: <Cohen>, Adam <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, August 26, 2014 at 1:26 PM
To: Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Can We Talk About Education Speech?
 
Yes – no problem.  But could you email me tomorrow when you see a window so I
won’t bother you all at the wrong time?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey Adam,
 
Unfortunately JDC said he needs to push to a later time as he’s very busy, can you call him
sometime tomorrow?
 

From: <Cohen>, Adam <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, August 26, 2014 at 12:39 PM
To: Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Can We Talk About Education Speech?
 
I’ll call @1:30. Thanks.
 

From:
Sent:
To:



Subject:
 
John’s # is 
 

From: <Cohen>, Adam <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, August 26, 2014 at 12:24 PM
To: Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Can We Talk About Education Speech?
 
Yes – just tell me what # to call
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey Adam,
 
Just following up. Would you be able to give John a call at 1:30pm today?
 

From: Robert Munoz <rmunoz@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Monday, August 25, 2014 at 6:46 PM
To: "Cohen, Adam" <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Can We Talk About Education Speech?
 
Hey Adam,
 
Would tomorrow at 1:30pm work? 

On Aug 25, 2014, at 6:43 PM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Yes - Rob - can you find 30 min or so?

On Aug 25, 2014, at 6:38 PM, "Cohen, Adam" <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
wrote:

John,
   The Mayor is giving a big education speech right after
Labor Day.  He wanted me to talk with you and get your
thoughts about framing/issues/etc.  Would you have time to
chat tomorrow during the day – in the 10AM-4PM range?
   Adam



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Pushing my conversation with Adam until you & I have had a chance to chew this over… 

Read the framing memo & the themes below… A few quick thoughts… 

**  I like the first theme (with caveats, as you said, on 100% readiness) because it hints at Tale of Two 
Cities (another record on Wall Street this week, BTW) - and what we’re doing to address it.

**  Definitely agree with what you said re: every neighborhood  needing/deserving a quality school.  Good 
schools are anchors of strong neighborhoods.  It speaks to the character of a neighborhood & ensures that 
people will live there/move there/want to raise a family there.

**  I think we should use this speech to mention the role that parents play in this.  We’re doing everything 
we can from the government side to make sure there’s funding/programs/etc - but they need to take an 
active role in their kids’ education, too - getting involved with the local school, making sure their kids do 
their homework, taking advantage of offerings like Pre-K and after-school.

**  Just like with the readiness figure, I’m a little worried about setting too many hard goals on improved 
scores.  A couple of metrics would be nice - but don’t want to box ourselves in & give the naysayers the 
opportunity to say we didn’t achieve what we set out to do in Area X, so therefore we failed.

**  I am obviously obsessed with after-school - so would love to draw the link between the expansion there 
& the peace of mind we give parents that their kids are off the streets & out of harm’s way during those 
most difficult hours after school day ends & before work day ends.  Not sure how that fits into this 
thematically though.  Maybe it’s a broader responsibility message: we have a responsibility to our kids; 
parents have responsibility to shape their lives; we’ve got a responsibility to ensure that workers have the 
peace of mind they need to be productive (and not worrying) while at work & on the clock?  Not quite 
sure.



**  Something to noodle on: BDB’s statement during the campaign that he wishes every parent could see 
the world through the eyes of other parents; that these are ALL our children.

From: <Ragone>, Peter <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, August 26, 2014 at 12:34 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fw: Possible Themes

Let's discuss?
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Peter,
        Here are a few possible themes.  The first one reflects your thoughts about how New York is so 
good in so many things – but education is not one of them.  The second, income inequality.  And the 
third neighborhoods.  We may want to blend some of these together.  Anyway, let me know what 
you think.
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]--> New York City is a world-class, 21st century city by 
many measures.  A leader in global finance, media, and high-tech industries.  A place world 
wants to visit – and move to.  Low crime.  But education is being left behind – at a time 
when it is more important than ever, because of globalization and the information 
economy.  We are launching an educational moonshot that will take New York schools into 
the future.  By the time this pre-k class graduates from high school, 100% will be ready for 
college, a job, or independent living.  This will be true in every school in every neighborhood 
– and the improvements will begin immediately.  A city that leads the world so much will 
lead it in education as well.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->The problem of our time is income inequality.  We are 
doing a great deal to address – from affordable housing to paid sick leave to municipal ID.  
But nothing is more important in ending inequality than improving education.  We are 
launching an educational moonshot to close the gap.  By the time this pre-k class graduates 
from high school, 100% will be ready for college, a job, or independent living.  This will be 
true in every school in every neighborhood – and the improvements will begin immediately.  
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->New York is a city of neighborhoods – and we want to 
make every neighborhood great.  Cannot be great without a first-class school.  We are 
launching an educational moonshot that will take New York schools into the future.  By the 
time this pre-k class graduates from high school, 100% will be ready for college, a job, or 
independent living.  This will be true in every school in every neighborhood – and the 
improvements will begin immediately. 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks John. As I told the mayor, your thoughts on this were very helpful.
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Hey Adam… Thanks for talking last night… I took some notes which I will send to you, Peter, and Andrea 
this morning



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:





Let’s have NYC public school parents think about BDB the way that oil 
executives must have thought about VP Cheney – that we’ve finally got 
“one of our own on the INSIDE,” and that we MUST use every lever of 
power available to reshape policy in our way of thinking over the next 
four or eight years, since we don’t know who will follow BDB. 
See the world through the eyes of every other parent.  These are ALL our 
children. 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Want to highlight this in the Labor Party speech. It's time to unleash my inner Del
Cecato

From
Sent
To
Subject

Record income gap fuels US housing weakness





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Beautiful!

From: <Ragone>, Peter <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, September 5, 2014 at 11:05 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fw: Kicker video for tomorrow

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
For your feedback tonight please! 

password: 

On Sep 4, 2014, at 17:27, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

also like the idea of fleshing out 200 days vid with todays awesomeness
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Great. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

I’ll have a kicker video that wraps up the first-day, five-borough tour. Think it can be a 
digital roll out but wanted you guys to have it on your radar. Aiming to drop at noon. 
Will do tweeters, etc around it to push it far and wide.



 
___
Jessica Singleton
Digital Director @nycgov
@jessay286

 



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:

            STATEMENTS OF MAYOR DE BLASIO AND CORPORATION COUNSEL
ZACHARY W. CARTER ON CENTRAL PARK FIVE SETTLEMENT

NEW YORK

Statement from Mayor de Blasio:

Statement from Corporation Counsel Zachary W. Carter

 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



The Gracie Mansion Conservancy 1

THE GRACIE MANSION CONSERVANCY

New Tour Program Vision Proposal 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

PROPOSAL EXPLANATION: 

The following outline explores two proposed phases for the development of a reimagined tour 
program.  These two phases will enable GMC to focus on a thoughtful plan and provide adequate 
time to fully develop and implement these ideas. 

The steps outlined in this proposal will enable GMC to create a cohesive narrative that weaves 
together multiple stories of Gracie Mansion and New York City.  This proposal ensures that any 
changes to the art and the tour script form a connected and clear narrative, providing a succinct 
tour experience for visitors, while keeping in mind how our tour offerings align with educational 
goals and curriculum for New York City school groups.  From a logistical standpoint, this plan 
enables GMC to also coordinate the acquisition of resources and art work that will be needed to 
tell these new stories at Gracie Mansion.

As an overview, beginning in October, GMC proposes hosting 3 school tours each week.  
Through the months of October and November, GMC would create its first quarterly rotating 
exhibition, which will be on display in the Ballroom.  Beginning in December, GMC proposes 
resuming the Specialty Tours and general admission tours.  We propose that the general 
admission tours be offered as an open house, which will be hosted on a monthly basis.  

PHASE I (October-November, School Group Tours): 

During the initial phase of the new vision, GMC proposes hosting 3 school tours each week on 
Tuesdays at 10:30, 11:30, and 12:30, each tour lasting approximately 45 minutes.  Previously, 
school tours were held on Tuesdays and Thursdays each week.  For the sake of consistency, 
GMC purposes keeping school tours on Tuesdays; however, if this is not a convenient time, we 
can hold these on a different day. 

School tours would begin Tuesday, October 7, 2014 (most schools do not take field trips in 
September).  The proposed tour content is based upon the past tours, but includes additions, 
making it more relevant and up-to-date. 
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Below are the proposed script themes that will be discussed during the tour.  The subsequent 
Proposed Script Outline provides a detailed explanation of what will be discussed in each part of 
the house. 

Proposed Script Theme Overview:
House as Mayoral Residence
Archibald Gracie, his family, and 
house 

Revolutionary War 
Civic Rights/Responsibilities

Proposed Script Outline: 
I.  Old House 

a. Front Porch 
i. Introduction of the house 

1. Who was Archibald Gracie?
2. Location of the house on the water connecting it to water 

transportation/shipping 
3. This area was once farm land but the landscape has changed since Gracie’s day

a. Park named after Carl Schurz, an abolitionist and supporter of Lincoln 
b. Great Migration changing and expanding the city’s population 

4. Gracie Mansion is Mayor’s Official residence since 1942, a time marked by 
WWII, race riots, and New Deal reforms

b. Foyer
i. What does federal/federal style mean?

ii. Mirror, chandelier, and fireplace combination 
1. Common in every room to magnify light 

iii. Faux marble wood and painted door features 
1. Floor created through partnership with Alpha Workshops, only non-profit 

organization providing creative HIV-positive individuals with industry-
specific training and employment in decorative arts

c. Yellow Parlor
i. Revolutionary War 

1. Cannonball and archaeology 
2. Walton family and eviction from house during war 
3. Archibald Gracie contributions to Federalist newspapers 
4. Brief Revolutionary War discussion; highlight the Battle of Brooklyn, etc. 

ii. James F. Pringle painting (Arrival of the British Queen at New York)
1. Explain how we use artwork to inform our understanding of the past 

d. Formal Dining Room 
i. Discuss Gracie family

1. House modifications can be seen in the room and reflect growing family
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ii. Unique wallpaper and conservation efforts 
e. Library

i. Gracie Mansion is functional, historic house, providing a mix of old and new 
ii. How did Gracie Mansion become the Mayor’s residence?

II. Wagner Wing (Emphasis will be on modern New York City and civic engagement)
a. Ballroom 

1. Changing exhibition space/gallery 
b. Peach Room

i. Mayoral families
1. Susan Wagner created the wing for family privacy

c. Blue Room 
i. How do you become mayor? 

ii. What are the mayor’s duties and responsibilities? 
1. Parts of responsibilities include hosting famous dignitaries and guests: Nelson 

Mandela and John F. Kennedy etc. 
iii. Discuss how the leadership in the executive, legislative, and judicial branches reflect 

the diverse nature of NYC 

**Proposed new items of discussion for the tour** 

PHASE II (November 2014-May 2015, Open Houses, Specialty Tours, & Changing 
Exhibitions in the Wagner Wing): 

During the second phase, in addition to the continued school tours, GMC proposes expanding the 
tours available.

Starting in December, GMC proposes the start of regular Open Houses: 

Open Houses would occur once a month on a rotating schedule for two hours at a time.
Guests make a reservation for 30 minute staggered tours for 30-50 people each. 
GMC proposes researching corporate sponsorship opportunities, eliminating 
admission costs for the Open Houses. 

Starting in December, while both the school tours and the Open Houses will continue, GMC 
proposes once again implementing the specialty tour program.  GMC purposes continuing the 
specialty tour program as it serves as a revenue source for the Conservancy and has been and 
continues to be very popular with our visitors.  We currently have a long list of individuals that 
have asked that we notify them when the specialty tours recommence.  Moving forward, GMC 
will look for opportunities to expand the specialty tour, increasing outreach and diversifying its 
audiences.
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Proposed December Schedule:

Tuesdays (All tours 45 minutes long, unless otherwise noted)

o School Tours: 10:30, 11:15, 12:00

Wednesdays

o Specialty Tour:  11:45-1:15 and 2:15-3:45

o One evening (option 5:30-7:00 pm) Specialty Tour per month. Specific days will 

be scheduled in coordination with the family and MOSPCE events.  GMC 

understands that this might not be ideal for the family and can be flexible.

Open House for the general public one day of the month

As part of Phase II, GMC proposes using the Wagner Wing as a rotating exhibition and 
gallery space. GMC suggests that the Wagner Wing be used as a changing exhibit space, with 
new installations every four months.  Such installations may include art work from local artists 
or loans from various city museums.  Or the space may be used to display other historical or 
interesting exhibits as they pertain to Gracie Mansion and the City of New York. 

Below is a list of possible themes that may be explored through the rotating exhibitions in the 
Wagner Wing.

Potential Gracie Mansion New Vision Themes: 
Revolutionary War 
To commemorate the Revolutionary War, we can have a tour focusing on items in the Gracie 
Mansion collection that point toward Gracie’s role as a fort, highlighting the family that lived 
here during this period and having to relinquish their home.  Another option can be to involve the 
Brooklyn Historical Society in having an exhibit on the Battle of Brooklyn, or a tour that talks 
about that battle.  This is also an opportunity to link with the Old Stone House in Brooklyn. 

Fight for freedom 
Founding Fathers
Loyalists/Patriots

Immigration
Immigrants from all over the world have played a major role in shaping the culture of NYC.  
Gracie Mansion can highlight immigrant communities today by showing artworks depicting 
Little Italy, China Town, the West Indian community in Brooklyn, Little Brazil etc.  In addition, 
this is an opportunity to have a public program about the Hart-Cellar Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1965 and immigration laws today.
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Tensions between Immigrant groups 
Population growth in NYC 
Juan Rodriguez first documented non-Native American and immigrant to live on 
Manhattan Island (1613) 

September 11, 2001 
Although there is a September 11 Memorial Museum, Gracie Mansion can highlight the meaning 
of the Mayor’s role and leadership during this time through a tour that focuses on NYC Mayors, 
who they are, their duties, responsibilities, etc.

Mayor’s response to the attacks
NYC’s recovery

Harlem
Harlem is a large cultural center of African American life and history.  Gracie Mansion can work 
with the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture and a museum to exhibit African 
American art and build a tour program surrounding Harlem’s importance in New York City. 

1935, 1943 & 1964: Race Riots in Harlem, New York: Causes and Aftermath of the 
Riots
Social Class in NYC
Racial injustice, riots and civil unrest in NYC
Great Migration from the American South 
The Harlem Renaissance: New Black identity during this time

1929 – NYSE Crashed – The Great Depression began
New York City was a thriving financial center and still is today.  Talking about the stock market 
crash, a tour can explore New York as the financial capital, NYC thriving in spite of adversity, 
and how Gracie Mansion and the families that lived there was able to overcome financial 
troubles to become the Mayor’s Mansion today.  

What caused the NYSE crash?
Did Black Tuesday cause the Great Depression?
New York in the Roaring Twenties before the Great Depression 
Economic effects arising from the September 11 attacks
1792 – New York Stock Exchange was founded 

Transportation 
Transportation is always a topic of discussion in NYC.  This is an opportunity for Gracie 
Mansion to display works of art that solely show transportation in New York, whether it is 
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people traveling on the subway, the building of Grand Central or the Mayor’s traveling to and 
from Gracie Mansion.  A tour can focus on the significance of transportation, such as the 
Subway system, to the New York City lifestyle. 

North River Steamboat – Clermont began a new era in transportation from New York.  
Transportation in NYC and NYS 
Erie Canal
Archibald Gracie as a ship merchant and his journey to New York 

New Amsterdam  
New York City was formerly known as New Amsterdam.  Many events during the late 18th

century lead to New York City becoming the metropolitan cultural center it is today. Gracie 
Mansion can highlight important facts and stories including Gracie Mansion’s role during this 
period. 

Dutch West India company
New York City served as the capital of the United States from 1785 to 1790 

Women’s History
During Women’s History month (March), we can explore themes by depicting artwork, 
highlighting the history on a tour, administering public programs, and working with FLONYC 
and her team, women’s groups and museums.   

Rights and Equality- Voting rights in NY 
Objectification- Why does men see women as objects?  
Employment- wage gap, glass ceiling, discrimination, 
Roles of women during the Revolution 
First Ladies of NYC and their contributions to the City 

Social Justice 
To illustrate the story of NYC and social justice, we can utilize artwork that represents social 
justice movements/events in New York, such as Stonewall, Seneca Falls women’s rights 
convention, civil rights movement, etc.  We can also explore the growing issue of the mass 
incarceration of African Americans and Latinos in the U.S. through a public program that brings 
awareness, artwork made by prisoners, and/or partnering with another organization.  

Blacks and Jews’ fight for Social Justice in America
Gay rights movement 
Civil rights movement
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From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, September 2, 2014 at 7:52 PM
To: "Noerdlinger, Rachel" <RNoerdlinger@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Hey

This looks pretty good to me… 

* a typo - dignitaries not dignities
* not sure comparing the 3 branches of government to the diversity of NYC works
* is there anything we should say about the mansion that is NOT flattering to our history - i.e., a warts-
and-all depiction of the history of the mansion?
* do we make mention of the fact that the park that surrounds it is open to the public year-round?
* is there anything that the MBDB and FLONYC plan to do to the mansion to make it more family-friendly 
that is appropriate to talk about?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Perfect, thanks.  Have a great weekend!

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, September 12, 2014 at 9:35 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:



Sent:
To:
Subject:

Meredith,

If we could do this by phone that would be great.  What’s the best number to reach you?  
 
Liz
 

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, September 12, 2014 at 9:22 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Meredith,

Hope all is well.

John’s schedule is fairly flexible early next week.  Does Monday at 10 or 3 ET work for you?  Happy to look
into other times if helpful.

Many thanks,

Liz
— 
Liz Hegarty



 
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 6:54 PM
To: "Horsford, Meredith" <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Vision for Gracie Mansion

Sure thing - let’s talk next week… adding Liz for scheduling

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 5:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Meredith… Welcome aboard!  I sent Rachel a few small notes on a version I saw a week ago -
unless that’s changed since?  Will forward email

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 4:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: Vision for Gracie Mansion
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sure thing - let’s talk next week… adding Liz for scheduling

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 5:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Meredith… Welcome aboard!  I sent Rachel a few small notes on a version I saw a week ago -
unless that’s changed since?  Will forward email

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 4:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Vision for Gracie Mansion





THE GRACIE MANSION CONSERVANCY

Meeting Notes for Monday, September 15, 2014 

Things to Consider:

Who is our target audience?
o New Yorkers
o School Children What age groups?
o Tourists 

How do we best engage our audiences? 
What is the story of Gracie Mansion?  What parts of NYC history should be told at 
Gracie Mansion?
What is the significance of the tour?  What do people walk away with that challenges 
their understanding of Gracie Mansion or New York? 
What is the best way to make connections between the tour themes and the 
administration’s vision?

Current Tour Themes:

Dutch influence in New York 
Archibald Gracie, his family, and house 
Revolutionary War 
Briefly discuss Mayors and families as it relates to the addition of the Wagner Wing 

Proposed Script Theme Overview:

House as Mayoral Residence
Civic Rights/Responsibilities

Archibald Gracie, his family, house 
Revolutionary War 

Potential Tour Themes for New Vision & Script:

Considering adding some of the following themes: 

Revolutionary War 
To commemorate the Revolutionary War, we can have a tour focusing on items in the Gracie 
Mansion collection that point toward Gracie’s role as a fort, highlighting the family that lived 
here during this period and having to relinquish their home.  Another option can be to involve the 
Brooklyn Historical Society in having an exhibit on the Battle of Brooklyn, or a tour that talks 
about that battle.  This is also an opportunity to link with the Old Stone House in Brooklyn. 

Fight for freedom Founding Fathers



Loyalists/Patriot

Immigration
Immigrants from all over the world have played a major role in shaping the culture of NYC.  
Gracie Mansion can highlight immigrant communities today by showing artworks depicting 
Little Italy, China Town, the West Indian community in Brooklyn, Little Brazil etc.  In addition, 
this is an opportunity to have a public program about the The Hart-Cellar Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1965 and immigration laws today.

Tensions between Immigrant groups 
Population growth in NYC 
Juan Rodriguez first documented non-Native American and immigrant to live on 
Manhattan Island (1613) 

September 11, 2001
Although there is a September 11 Memorial Museum, Gracie Mansion can highlight the meaning 
of the Mayor’s role and leadership during this time through a tour that focuses on NYC Mayors, 
who they are, their duties, responsibilities, etc. 

Mayor’s response to the attacks NYC’s recovery

Harlem
Harlem is a large cultural center of African American life and history.  Gracie Mansion can work 
with the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture and a museum to exhibit African 
American art and build a tour program surrounding Harlem’s importance in New York City. 

1935, 1943 & 1964 – Race Riots in Harlem, New York: Causes and Aftermath of the 
Riots
Social Class in NYC
Racial injustice, riots and civil unrest in NYC
Great Migration from the American South
The Harlem Renaissance: New Black identity during this time

1929 New York Stock Exchange Crashed/Great Depression 
New York City was a thriving financial center and still is today.  Talking about the stock market 
crash, a tour can explore New York as the financial capital, NYC thriving in spite of adversity, 
and how Gracie Mansion and the families that lived there was able to overcome financial 
troubles to become the Mayor’s Mansion today.  

What caused the NYSE crash?



Did Black Tuesday cause the Great Depression?
New York in the Roaring Twenties before the Great Depression 
Economic effects arising from the September 11 attacks
1792 – New York Stock Exchange was founded 

Transportation 
Transportation is always a topic of discussion in NYC.  This is an opportunity for Gracie 
Mansion to display works of art that solely show transportation in New York, whether it is 
people traveling on the subway, the building of Grand Central or the Mayor’s traveling to and 
from Gracie Mansion.  A tour can focus on the significance of transportation, such as the 
Subway system, to the New York City lifestyle. 

North River Steamboat – Clermont began a new era in transportation from New York.  
Transportation in NYC and NYS 
Erie Canal
Archibald Gracie as a ship merchant and his journey to New York

New Amsterdam
New York City was formerly known as New Amsterdam.  Many events during the late 18th

century lead to New York City becoming the metropolitan cultural center it is today. Gracie 
Mansion can highlight important facts and stories including Gracie Mansion’s role during this 
period. 

Dutch West India company
New York City served as the capital of the United States from 1785 to 1790 

Women’s History
During Women’s History month (March), we can explore themes by depicting artwork, 
highlighting the history on a tour, administering public programs, and working with FLONYC 
and her team, women’s groups and museums.   

Rights and Equality- Voting rights in NY 
Objectification- Why does men see women as objects?  
Employment- wage gap, glass ceiling, discrimination, 
Roles of women during the Revolution 
First Ladies of NYC and their contributions to the City 

Social Justice 
To illustrate the story of NYC and social justice, we can utilize artwork that represents social 
justice movements/events in New York, such as Stonewall, Seneca Falls women’s rights 
convention, civil rights movement, etc.  We can also explore the growing issue of the mass 



incarceration of African Americans and Latinos in the U.S. through a public program that brings 
awareness, artwork made by prisoners, and/or partnering with another organization.  

Blacks and Jews’ fight for Social 
Justice in America

Gay rights movement 
Civil rights movement

Labor Unions 
Exploring Labor Unions is a great way to talk about class structure, the working class, and a 
history of the working class in New York City.  



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Thanks, Meredith. I will have John review prior to the call at 3. 

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, September 15, 2014 at 12:35 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sure thing - let’s talk next week… adding Liz for scheduling

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 5:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Meredith… Welcome aboard!  I sent Rachel a few small notes on a version I saw a week ago - 
unless that’s changed since?  Will forward email

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 4:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Vision for Gracie Mansion





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cool - 

From: <Cohen>, Adam <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 at 2:21 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Mayor Asked us to Talk

Excellent.  What number should I call?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Cool - let’s say 1130am
 

From: <Cohen>, Adam <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 at 2:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Mayor Asked us to Talk
 
Yes, great.  After 11;15 would be best, but I could basically do whenever you want.  Will not take 
long.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Tomorrow would be better - sometime in the AM?
 

From: <Cohen>, Adam <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 at 2:15 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Mayor Asked us to Talk
 
Are you available end of the day or tomorrow?



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:

MAYOR DE BLASIO ANNOUNCES THE LAUNCH OF THE NATIONAL ‘CITIES
FOR CITIZENSHIP’ EFFORT WITH MAYORS EMANUEL AND GARCETTI

NEW YORK

Mayor Bill de Blasio

Nisha Agarwal, New York City Commissioner for Immigrant Affairs

Bob Annibale, Global Director of Citi Community Development and Citi
Microfinance



Andrew Friedman, co-executive director of the Center for Popular Democracy

HRA Commissioner Steven Banks

 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sure thing - let’s talk next week… adding Liz for scheduling

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 5:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Meredith… Welcome aboard!  I sent Rachel a few small notes on a version I saw a week ago -
unless that’s changed since?  Will forward email

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 4:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Vision for Gracie Mansion





New Vision for Gracie Mansion Conversations

John Del Cecato
September 15, 2014 

1. Show/describe how NYC neighborhoods have changed over time both physically and 
demographically.   This could be installed in the ballroom.  This conversation, particularly with 
kids, could involve a conversation about the current physical surroundings at GM and what the 
surrounding would have looked like in the past.    

a. Reach out to John Mollenkoph at CUNY who has done extensive research on 
demographic shifts, particularly in NYC.

i. Potential neighborhoods to highlight: Arthur Avenue, Brighton Beach, Flushing, 
Bedford Stuyvesant.  John Mollenkoph could also identify areas to focus on.  

b. This could tie easily to the story of Gracie Mansion.  When GM was built in 1799, 
Archibald Gracie lived and worked downtown and built GM as a country home.  When 
GM became the official Mayoral residence in 1942, Fiorello LaGuardia temporarily 
moved his office to what is now Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum in the Bronx, which at 
the time was much more of a country location in order to get away from race riots in the 
city.  The area around GM has changed dramatically since its construction as have its 
inhabitants.  This could also include a conversation about transportation which has 
allowed people to move farther away from the city center.  

c. Interactive component: set up a television or computer where visitors could type in their 
zip code and learn about the changes that have taken place in their own neighborhoods so 
that visitors can learn about NYC’s diverse and dynamic changes over the years.  

2. Distinguished women in history 
a. Highlight distinguished women in NYC history – potentially identify one per decade.  

These women could have had opened the first community bank or health center, been an 
innovator, etc.   An example of someone to highlight is Bella Abzug.  This would involve 
an interactive component to help kids feel connected to these people and also to make 
them feel like they too can make a difference in society.  The exhibit could possibly 
include a wall where kids could post the name of a distinguished woman that they 
admire.   

3. Civic engagement
a. Path to becoming Mayor – tie to Mayor de Blasio.  This would need an interactive

component. 
4. Add some kind of human interest component 

a. How do the Mayor, First Lady and family interact in the space?  This would need to be 
discussed further with the First Family.  



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:

Mayor de Blasio Announces NYC
Municipal ID to Give Access to 1-Year Free
Memberships at 33 of The City's Most
Acclaimed Cultural Institutions

With the Municipal ID card, thousands of residents will be able to receive free benefits at
members of the Cultural Institutions Group throughout 2015

NEW YORK

Mayor
Bill de Blasio

Council Speaker
Mark-Viverito



City Council Majority Leader and Chair of”,
Libraries & International Intergroup Relations Committee Jimmy Van Bramer.
“

Chair of City Council
Immigration Committee Carlos Menchaca

Municipal ID Bill Sponsor Council
Member Daniel Dromm

Council Member Ritchie Torres

Cultural Affairs Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl

Immigrant Affairs Commissioner Nisha Agarwal

Chair of
the CIG and Director of the Brooklyn Museum Arnold Lehman



Bronx

5.

Brooklyn

Manhattan

Queens



Staten Island

Executive Vice President of Wild Conservation Society John Calvelli

 President of the
American Museum of Natural History Ellen V. Futter

Director and Chief Curator of the Studio Museum in
Harlem Thelma Golden

 Executive Director of the Museum
of the Moving Image Carl Goodman

 Director and CEO Thomas Campbell and President
Emily K. Rafferty of The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Executive
Director of El Museo del Barrio Jorge Daniel Veneciano



Executive Director of
Historic Richmond Town Ed Wisemen.

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And former rail station!

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

That's it. Just a conference center. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Yup
according to labour conf website that's it!

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

From:
Sent:



To:
Cc:
Subject:

Its at manchester central which looks like a conventional convention 
center. Frankie - anything else to add?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Adding frankie and I'll do my own research now

From
Sent
To
Subject



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



United Nations Climate Speech 

It is an honor for New York to host this momentous 
gathering at this critical moment 
So many individuals and organizations, who are fighting 
to save our planet, have converged on our city 
o With the intent to spark even greater action 

Humanity is facing an existential threat 
The earth – which took billions of years to evolve into a 
nurturing environment for plants, animals, and mankind 
– is dangerously close to the precipice of ruin 
The cause is us: how we heat our homes, how we 
transport ourselves – the reckless way in which we live 
As the proverb says, we have sown the wind – and we 
are reaping the whirlwind 

[SPACE] 

This is an issue we all face – no one is spared – and our 
mutual need to survive should instill a kind of unity we 
rarely experience 
For some, the need is more urgent 
That is true of New York City 
We are bounded by water, so a rise in global sea levels 
threatens to engulf us 
And we are in an active pathway for deadly hurricanes 
Two years ago Sandy, left 44 dead 



The storms to come, threaten to be far more lethal 

[SPACE] 

We are not presented with options: we have only one 
choice – urgent, bold action 
New York has, I am proud to say, already begun: 
greenhouse gas emissions are down 19% from 2005 
o Largely thanks to investments in cleaner energy 

sources in buildings  
o A plan instituted by Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 

now the UN’s Special Envoy for Cities and Climate 
Change 

This year, we’ve taken those efforts even further 
Including the most sweeping update to the City’s Air 
Pollution code since 1975 

[SPACE] 

All of this is vitally necessary – but not nearly enough 
On Sunday, I announced that New York City will work 
toward “80 by 50”  
o reducing average per capita emissions by 80% by 

2050 
We are the largest city in the world to commit to such a 
bold plan 
In New York City, buildings produce nearly three-
quarters of greenhouse gases, so we are starting there  



By 2025, we will have retrofitted the 3,000 public 
buildings that account for nearly 90% of the 
government’s energy use 
o That’s 75% of all city-owned buildings 

And for every private building we will provide incentives 
and set ambitious targets together to catalyze voluntary 
reductions 
o But, if steady progress is not made, we will issue 

mandates 

 [SPACE] 

Our long-term goal is bolder still: charting a path to total 
transition from fossil fuels 
And help build a national and international movement, 
starting with the C40 Climate Leadership Group 
o and the many who have gathered in common 

cause this week  
While our situation is dire, we have the tools, 
technology, and the knowledge to solve this crisis 
But only if we are willing to act immediately and make 
profound changes to our way of life 
Today, New York City is embarking on that path  
We will not walk alone 
We will march side by side with leaders from around the 
world, who share this sense of urgency 



And, if necessary, we will push others along  
Because only through a global movement, will we 
overcome this disaster 
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Want to thank everyone who made 
today possible

o Our host: Jeff Sachs

One of the great thinkers of 
our time

And also a great do-er

o Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network 

Network embodies UN 
mission

Bringing people together

And focusing on 
solutions  

o Ambassadors 



3

You’ve invested many late 
nights in this effort

They were not in vain

And we are grateful

o Business leaders

Together, we can reduce 
carbon footprint

And grow our economy

[SPACE]

Finally, want to recognize fellow 
mayors

Thrilled to have you in New York

So many opportunities to learn from
each other and collaborate
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And there is no time to waste

In 1963, President Kennedy said, 

“The supreme reality of our time is the 
vulnerability of our planet.”

More than 50 years later, our planet has 
only grown more vulnerable 

Moral imperative to protect it

Only swift and dramatic action will 
prevent catastrophe

But there is cause for hope

With help from Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network, cities 
are making ambitious goals

o And meeting them
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[SPACE]

Here in New York, we have reduced 
carbon emissions by 19% since 2005

o Cleanest air in 50 years

A good start, but not nearly enough

Our goals must be commensurate to the 
crisis

On Sunday, announced new target

o By 2050, 80 percent reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions 
from 2005 levels

Largest city to make commitment of 
this scale

Joined in our efforts by others around 
the world
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o Including Melbourne, goal of zero 
emissions by 2020

Represented here by Lord 
Mayor Frank Doyle

o And Copenhagen, pledged to go 
carbon neutral by 2025

Represented here by Lord 
Mayor Frank Jensen

[SPACE]

Centerpiece of plan is bold effort to 
make public buildings green

By 2025, will retrofit the 3,000 
public buildings that account for 
nearly 90% of the government’s 
energy use
o That’s 75% of all city-owned 

buildings 
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Set voluntary reduction goals to 
catalyze private buildings 

o Tough mandates, if targets not 
met

[SPACE]

As more and more people flock to 
cities around the world…

o increasingly becoming 
responsibility of Mayors to 
solve greatest challenges

Again, President Kennedy said it well: 

“Our problems are man-made. 
Therefore, they can be solved by man.”

But global challenges like climate 
change greater than any one of us
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Time is limited and requires aggressive 
collective action

Together, we can safeguard our shared 
tomorrow 

Look forward to working with all of 
you to build this global movement

###
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I’ve merged notes from all the various meetings we’ve had recently with the Mayor.  Parts of it are
verbatim, but this copy is not meant to be the speech. Just trying to get us jumpstarted using his
thought process.
 
On Friday, he spoke about publicly naming the problems in our schools. Level setting with parents
about the sad state of our schools (including highlight the false choice of charters) as well as
outlining metrics that are more immediate (by end of first and second terms) as well as the long-
term.
 
Need folks at DOE to start drilling in on the metrics (aggressive/ambitious but feasible/not laughable
metrics) and Adam’s team needs to start the speech so he has something to react to.
 
We are locking in on October 7 (Tuesday) with some potential that may need to shift to Monday,
October 6 if we want Marian Wright Edelman to introduce the Mayor (she is only available that
Monday)
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 





That’s why, starting today, and by the end of 2017: 

PLACEHOLDER FOR METRICS

EXAMPLE: We have already begun to create career tech partnerships, and XX number 
of high schools will have a sister school that will help prepare our kids.

And we want you, as a parent, engaged and part of the school 
community. Because for all of this to work, we have to have a two-
way conversation. 
o Dedicated DOE leadership focused on parent engagement
o Parent/schools coordinators

And if you offer me a second term, we will deliver xx by 2021: 

[ PLACEHOLDER]

And for those parents who children started pre-K this year, this is our promise to you: 

Your child will enter kindergarten ready to learn because of our pre-K for all 
program.

When your child is in second grade, he/she will complete her year on grade level.
o We will work with teachers, principals and school communities to develop 

authentic assessments of students’ progress during the year to 
understand student needs, differentiate instruction, test instructional 
approaches, and improve practice.

And when she leaves 7th grade she will be socially, emotionally and academically 
ready for high school.  

o We will identify new ways of understanding students’ non-cognitive and
social-emotional growth – such as persistence, grit, work 
habits/organizational skills, and other personal behaviors. 

Your 10th grader will be on track for college or career readiness. 

o To do this work, we need to re-define what we mean by college and
career readiness to move beyond measures of only credit accumulation 
and test scores,  to focus on developing students who can think for 
themselves, own information and use if for their own purposes, and 
recognize what good thinking looks like, rather than just good answers.  
This will require adjusting practice to focus on building critical thinking 
skills, in line with the Common Core, and re-defining key milestones for 
10th grade, when students must begin to plan for college and career post 
high school. 

 My promise to you is that by 2028, we will ensure that ALL NYC public school 
graduates are college and career ready by the time this cohort graduates in 
2028. (24.7%, 2013)  
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Boss wants to wait on going through next version of the speech until we have feedback from Labor.
But as soon as we get that feedback, he wants the speech prep group to jump on phone ASAP with
him and start refining quickly. Group should include – Fromo, Ragone, and possibly Emma for a gut
check on some of the politics pieces.
 
Thanks
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Peter has shared
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Are you sending to them? 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Boss wants to wait on going through next version of the speech until we have feedback from Labor.
But as soon as we get that feedback, he wants the speech prep group to jump on phone ASAP with
him and start refining quickly. Group should include – Fromo, Ragone, and possibly Emma for a gut
check on some of the politics pieces.
 
Thanks
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Mayor de Blasio Commits to 80 Percent
Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions by
2050, Starting with Sweeping Green
Buildings Plan

Mayor unveils “One City, Built to Last: Transforming New York City’s Buildings for A
Low-Carbon Future,” unprecedented commitment to retrofitting City’s public and private

buildings

Every single public building with significant energy use will be upgraded by 2025; private
buildings will be given ambitious target reductions and mandates if reductions are not met

Plan will lead to additional 10% reduction in building-based greenhouse gas emissions
and $8.5 billion in energy cost-savings over ten years, create approximately 3,500 new jobs

in construction and energy services

NEW YORK—

One City, Built to Last: Transforming New York City’s Buildings for a Low-Carbon Future

.



Read One City, Built to Last: Transforming New York City’s Buildings for a Low-Carbon
Future here: nyc.gov/builttolast

Mayor Bill de Blasio

United
States Housing and Urban Development Secretary Julián Castro

City Council
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito

Public Advocate Letitia James



Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver

Senate Temporary President and Majority Coalition Leader Jeff Klein.

Senate Democratic Leader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins

New York City Comptroller Scott Stringer

One City: Built to Last, Transforming New York City’s Buildings for a Low Carbon Future
will:

Make Our Public Buildings Models of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
Generation



Create a Thriving Private Market for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy

eightfold



Frances
Beinecke, President of the Natural Resources Defense Council

Fred
Krupp, President of Environmental Defense Fund

Eddie Bautista, Executive Director of NYC
Environmental Justice Alliance



Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University.

Susannah Dyen, Coordinator of the Alliance for a Just Rebuilding

May
Boeve, Executive Director of 350.org.

Vincent Alvarez, President of the New
York City Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO

Valerie Ervin, Executive
Director of the Center for Working Families

Rob Speyer, Chair of The
Real Estate Board of New York

said Hazel Dukes, President of the New York Chapter of the
NAACP

Bill Rudin, Chairman of the
Association for a Better New York and Vice Chairman and CEO of Rudin Management
Company



Kathryn Wylde, President & CEO, the
Partnership for New York City.

Jonathan Westin,
Executive Director of New York Communities for Change

Adam Friedman, Executive Director of the
Pratt Center for Community Development

Councilmember Mark
Treyger

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer

Bill Goldstein Senior Advisor to the Mayor for Recovery, Resiliency,
and Infrastructure

Daniel Zarrilli, acting Director of the Mayor’s Office of Long-Term
Planning and Sustainability

Stacey Cumberbatch, Commissioner of the



Department of Citywide Administrative Services

Department of Buildings Commissioner Rick D. Chandler

Assembly Member Carl Heastie.

Assemblyman Felix W. Ortiz

Assembly Member Brian Kavanagh.

Assembly Member Cathy Nolan

Council Member Julissa Ferreras

Council Member



Brad Lander

Council Member I. Daneek Miller

Council Member Ritchie Torres
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1. The first one is basically correct, but I
would omit the use of the word “families” and change to something like: “The
numbers are alarming: in the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in
the top .1% is more than 70 times the average income of an adult in the
bottom 90% [World Top Income Database, 2011 Data].”

 
In the UK in 2011, the average income for adults in the top .1% was 922,433
pounds. If you calculate that for the average income of the bottom 90% in the
U.K., the average income is 12,993 pounds, which is slightly less than one-
seventieth. Source here: http://topincomes.g-
mond.parisschoolofeconomics.eu/#Database:

 
2. The second one is correct. Source is

as [Oxfam, “A Tale of Two Britains: Inequality in the UK, 2014]. You can also
link to the Guardian article:
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/mar/17/oxfam-report-scale-
britain-growing-financial-inequality
 

3. The third one is correct, but are you
sure the study was published by both Oxfam and Church Action on Poverty? It
seem to just be an Oxfam policy paper: http://policy-
practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/a-tale-of-two-britains-inequality-in-the-
uk-314152
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Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Labour Party Conference Remarks  
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths” 
Draft 21 – September 22nd, 10:50PM 
 
It’s such an honor to be here with the people who make this Labour Party what it is.  
From the rising stars that will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next year… to 
everyday activists whose unflinching passion and energy will fuel the campaign.  
 
Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s clear to me, even across five time 
zones and an ocean, that this group is working towards something special…. 
something important.  
 
It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This city was at the forefront of the 
innovation and ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping shape the 
contours of the modern economy that we know today.   
 
It shares a special status in history with the city I love and am so honored to lead.  
Both are places where big ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded like 
few others in the world.  As the saying goes: “What Manchester does today, the rest 
of the world does tomorrow." 
 
It is also among the first places in the world to foster a working class… and among 
the first where working people empowered themselves to take part in the political 
process.  It’s no wonder then that Manchester is a place where hard truths are 
deeply understood and spoken out…. Where injustices are met, head on.   
 
I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this gathering because yours is a 
party BORN out of working people attaining the right to vote… a party that EXISTS 
to fight for working families and forcefully address their needs. 
 
Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in its DNA… Yours is a party 
grounded in the idea that everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should be left 
behind.   
 
THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of progressive leaders and defined by 
bold ideas.  You stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more prosperous United 
Kingdom; to make the UK a place where opportunity is a RIGHT granted to all, not a 
GIFT for the fortunate few.  
 
THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions who feel like they are treading 
water… Working harder and harder but feeling less and less secure about the future.  
 
 
THIS Labour Party has the moral compass -- and the backbone -- to fight for an 
economy... a country… that works for working people… for EVERYONE.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of inertia… That resigned mindset that 
says the next generation is destined to do worse than this one.   
 
By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we owe it to our kids to do better 
… to live up to the most basic promise we make to the people we serve.    
 
I say that as someone charged with the duty of overseeing New York’s public 
schools, where over one million children learn and grow.  I also say it as a father of 
two beautiful children of my own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 
schools for most of their young lives.   
 
There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    
 
Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy…  than watching my children grow, 
knowing they can be WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The boundaries 
of their future are determined only by how hard they work and how big they dream.   
 
If we accept a future – or a present – where parents can’t look their kids in the eyes 
and tell them they have a shot at something better, then we break the promise of 
civilized society…. We deprive our children – AND their parents -- of so much.   
 
This is what we are up against.  I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis of our 
time.  We see it in the form of a status quo that works very well for a few fortunate 
souls, but leaves everyday working people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  
 
I’ve spoken about growing inequality and this rising cost of living reaching crisis 
levels in New York, but as the people in this room GET, it’s every bit as true here.   
 
And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a cost of living crisis.  It’s not 
about penthouse flats, Bentleys or five-star holidays.  The people who can afford 
THOSE luxuries, in fact, are doing are doing quite well under this Conservative 
government.    
 
But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit and heated, securing a safe 
place for young kids to learn during the day… THESE things are becoming more and 
more costly.   We’re not talking about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 
ESSENTIALS that people need to live.  
 
A cost-of-living crisis is an apt way of describing it.  Living itself is becoming harder 
and harder for working families to afford.  Not living WELL… just LIVING; just 
getting by.   
 
And the price this crisis extracts isn’t simply monetary. 
You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose SECOND job is preceded by a 
second SHIFT at her FIRST job…. 
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In the juddering hand of the bus driver signing the paperwork for a payday loan…. 
 
In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents mustering brave faces in front 
of their son and daughter… in the WORK that just goes into hiding the fear that they 
will not be able to attain a better life.   
 
As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top, stories like these are becoming 
more common and less isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.   
 
If unaddressed, this crisis itself will become THE defining characteristic of our 
societies… It won’t prosperity and opportunity… it will tragically be the inequality 
and cost-of-living crisis.   
 
I know from everything I’ve seen and heard that this Labour Party understands 
what’s at stake here.   
 
I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a burden: the exasperation that 
comes from knowing the gravity of this crisis – a generation’s prospects at risk of 
being forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to act in its face.  
 
The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  But it isn’t.  It never has been.   
 
Indeed, history itself tells us that people always gravitate towards decency, 
inclusion and progress.  And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to see 
that – go walk around a neighborhood in Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a 
mosque… You can see the trust people put in one another every day; the value 
people place in simple moral action.   
 
So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so difficult? 
 
In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis, part of the issue is scope: the 
problem seems so difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be tempted to 
throw their hands up and declare that nothing can be done about it. 
 
But there’s something else going on as well.  You see, as is the case with many 
injustices in history, there are people – small in number but outsize in power – who 
benefit from the status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices seem 
louder… more confident and authoritative… and those of everyday people get 
drowned out.   
 
In this way, people are made to feel powerless – made to feel that their voice doesn’t 
matter at all.     
 
So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing the cost of living is overwhelming 
– something people can see and feel every day in their neighborhoods – we’re told 
that even speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive… harmful, even.   
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You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your country.   
 
Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to say – together – that Britons 
want a country that works for everyone.   
 
Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need to hear the truth spoken 
before they feel comfortable speaking it themselves.  
 
And there’s so much power that comes from speaking the truth, and especially from 
speaking HARD truths.    
 
That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through a series of falsehoods…false 
CHOICES in the form of conventional wisdom that assigns mutual exclusivity to 
ideas that should be complimentary.   
 
We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great and also shared…. 
 
That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a tough economy, and still balance 
a budget…. 
 
That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve anything at all if we dare to 
advance policies which are bold and morally right. 
 
In the lead-up to the election for New York City Mayor last year, the voices of the 
status quo gave voters another false choice: support my candidacy … OR vote for 
someone with a real shot at winning. 
 
I am here before you today because the people of New York City rejected the lazy 
logic of false–choice politics.  New Yorkers realized THEY were the ones who got to 
determine the political feasibility of an agenda that reflected THEIR values. 
 
I want to tell you how it happened.   
 
I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front steps of my home in Brooklyn 
in January 2013.  A few hundred people were there with me… the earliest believers 
in our campaign. 
 
 
We were brought together by a deep concern: that New York had become a Tale of 
Two Cities; a place where a few were doing very well, but millions of working 
people were struggling to live amidst spiking inequality and a rising cost of living.   
 
It threatened to degrade New York’s status as a place in the world.   
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The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone so brightly across our five 
boroughs and out into the world was dimming.    
 
We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was unspoken, we saw on our 
neighbors’ faces: the weight of worry about a future of diminished possibilities… For 
themselves… their families… their children.   
 
And we knew the policies of the status quo were exacerbating this crisis rather than 
addressing it. 
 
But though our mission was in many ways somber, our mood that day was not.  It 
was a grey, frigid afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and joy one 
would expect at a summer block party.  It was no doubt a strange sight to those 
passing by.   
 
There was a feeling that something special was happening that made the chill 
tolerable.   It came from having found in one another a group of people who spoke 
the same truth about our Tale of Two Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it 
posed.  
 
There was a sense of relief that came from learning we weren’t alone in our beliefs… 
a lifting of lonely burdens.  
 
And there was a sense of mission that came from accepting a mutual responsibility 
to act, together, against this crisis… and a heartfelt faith that victory was achievable, 
no matter the odds.   
 
And the odds did appear long, at first.  It felt like the total number of those in the city 
who had HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front of my home that day… 
And my house is not very big.   
 
Conventional wisdom wasn’t on our side, either.  Not only were other candidates for 
mayor better known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more politically 
practical, hewing to the familiarity of the status quo.   
 
But it was never my intention to nibble around the edges with policies of timid 
maintenance; I ran to take dead aim at the crisis of our time.  And I became Mayor 
because every day New Yorkers, too, were hungry to break from an era that was 
leaving millions behind.   
 
Our campaign was powered by people of every race, every background, every 
income bracket.  And yes, even many New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success 
joined our fight against rising inequality.  They wanted the next generation of New 
Yorkers to have the same opportunities the city had given them.   
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We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers slowly learned that we were 
fighting for a government that would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 
opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… And grew.   
 
We worked – together – as activists, to spread the word.   
 
And so in living rooms and parks… in retirement communities and residence halls… 
on Twitter and Facebook… people were hearing from one another for the first time 
things that they already knew in their own hearts to be true… and they were 
learning of the POWER that could come when they spoke out themselves.  
 
THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a few hundred souls gathered on a 
on that blustery Brooklyn day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on ELECTION 
day.      
 
And our shared resolve to remake our City didn’t end when the votes were tallied. 
 
The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive our Administration: a 
constant push for bold action; a willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an 
agenda set by listening to the PEOPLE, not the powerful few.   
 
In the first few months of this Administration, we’ve met some resistance as we fight 
to make New York a city for everyone.   
 
But we’re winning… We’re making real progress….  
 
On my absolute highest priority, that’s meant working aggressively to secure 
unprecedented access to free, full day early education programs for 4-year-olds.   
 
We did this because study after study shows the great equalizing effect of early 
education.  But you don’t need read an academic journal to get that: we all know 
access to quality education does so much to determine a person’s economic 
destiny… and as with most matters of destiny, timing is everything.   
 
Now, to give you some context on the politics we faced when trying to expand early 
education for families, I’d like to read you two assessments from New York 
newspapers, published almost exactly one year apart.     
 
In September 2013, a few months before I was elected Mayor… the New York Daily 
News wrote QUOTE “de Blasio’s signature proposal… his promise to create 48,000 
educational slots for four-year-olds…has little chance of becoming a reality.” 
 
Then, in September 2014, the New York Times,: QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s 
Bell for New Pre-K.”  
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Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids who have been signed up for 
these programs.  That’s three thousand MORE than the number said to be 
impossible just one year ago.   
 
It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a better path to success… And all 
of their mothers and fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to experience 
the comfort… the joy… that comes from seeing the shine of brighter futures.   
 
It’s hard to even express how much that means for the working people of our city.  
But it’s also not all we’ve done in our first few months in office.   
 
We’ve enacted measures to give over 1 million more New Yorkers the right to paid 
sick leave, ensuring working people won’t lose a paycheck – or a job – because of 
illness or injury 
 
We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing for 500,000 New Yorkers over 
the next decade.  That’s more than total population of the City of Bristol… Or of cities 
Miami, for anyone watching back home.   
 
We ended what had been one of the saddest manifestations of inequality by 
reforming racially biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New Yorkers are 
granted the basic right of walking down the street without fear of being hassled by 
authorities. 
 
And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on a contract with our city 
teachers – educators who had gone without a contract for five years.  In all that time, 
the good men and women charged with safeguarding the futures of our children had 
enjoyed little security when it came to their own futures.  
 
We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual respect, because RESPECT for 
working men and women is a core principle that all GOOD governments live by.   It 
was a fair deal for teachers – offering increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But 
it also generated important savings that labor was a partner in achieving.   And it 
was a good deal for the people of New York – those who depend on our public 
schools and want great teachers, but also those who want to make sure that their 
tax dollars are well-spent. 
 
So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an agenda of economic fairness 
can’t go hand-in-hand, tell them to come visit New York City.   
 
Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.   
 
I notice so many similarities between the UK I see today and the New York where I 
stood on that cold morning and announced my candidacy.   
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In comes through so clearly, even across all the physical distance that separates our 
countries: the people of the UK are ready for bold, progressive change.   
 
And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in New York City from a campaign 
so humble in its origins, imagine the feats that can come from this great hall!   
 
But there’s a more sobering parallel I see as well…. It’s in the deepness of the crisis 
that we share.   
 
The numbers are alarming: in the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in top 
0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 times that of someone in the bottom 
90%.  [2011, World Income Database].     
 
The Guardian recently reported that the five richest families in the UK have more 
wealth than the entire bottom 20% of the country.  And, as is the case in New York 
City, the trend has been moving sharply in the wrong direction.  According to a 
study published by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% (point one 
percent) of Britons have grown four times faster than those of the bottom 90%.   
 
Now let’s be clear: there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  I’m happy to 
celebrate the success of those who’ve earned it. But the policies of the Conservative 
government are preventing so many from writing success stories of their own.   
 
And as is the case in the US and New York City, the stories of those struggling the 
hardest – those of unpaid bills and sleepless nights – don’t fully illuminate the 
severity of this crisis. 
 
Mounting disparities in income create ripple effects that undermine whole 
economies.   
 
The Financial Times recently concluded that the income gap between America’s 
richest and poorest metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever been, but 
that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping an uneven housing recovery that 
threatens to hold back the broader revival of the world’s largest economy.” 
 
Indeed, in an increasingly interconnected world, a system grounded in exclusivity is 
not sustainable for ANYONE, including those at the very top.  It is a problem that 
hurts everyone, in one way or another, whether they get it or not.  
 
This Conservative government certainly doesn’t seem to get it.  Their top-down 
policies are making things harder for working people every day.   
 
Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds of this crisis, the most painful 
might be their tax code. 
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Instead of giving working families the leg-up they deserve, they gave billions on tax 
cuts to the wealthiest with the vague hope that money will magically trickle down to 
everyone else.   In my country, that’s an approach we call voodoo economics.  I have 
no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more elegant in a British accent than an 
American one, but in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t work.   
 
So let me tell you about what does work.  And you don’t have to look far to see it.  In 
fact, you heard it at your own conference last night. 
 
Ed Milliband has so clearly articulated both the challenges, and the opportunities 
this moment in history creates for the British people – showing a willingness to take 
dead aim at the scourge of inequality.  
 
He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it comes to addressing the crisis 
of our time.  He has a BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: “I’m not 
talking about changing a policy, or simply a different programme. But something 
that is bigger: transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is run.”  
 
Indeed, he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told this conference LAST 
YEAR: “We have to rebuild anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, a 
society based on your values, a politics that hears your voice – rich and poor alike – 
accepting their responsibilities to each other.” 
 
Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for everyone.  He will govern for Britons with 
second jobs and second mortgages, not just those with second homes.   
 
He believes in politics of the MANY, not the few…  
 
Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party understands – the true cost of a status 
quo that puts a barrier between working people and prosperity…  the drag it creates 
on the economy… and on the lives of families.   
 
Because this Labour Party not only has the right values, it has an agenda that puts 
them into action.  Not political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of the 
economy to make Britain work for everyone. 
 
Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard work over existing wealth and 
power.  A plan to end the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for the 
wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million middle and working class 
people….   
 
A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not curtails – the NHS so that quality 
healthcare remains a right and not a privilege…  
 
A plan that puts working people ahead of big corporations by controlling energy 
costs, and taking unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
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And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child care to working parents of 3- 
and 4-year olds, and another to expand after school programs, so that ALL kids can 
get on a path to success and opportunity early… and stay there. 
 
This agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more prosperous, STRONGER United 
Kingdom will look like.  
 
It recognizes that everyone’s future… Every child’s future… MATTERS. 
 
That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you WILL win! 
 
The upcoming election represents a real choice for the people of your country: build 
a United Kingdom that rewards hard work and ensures the next generation does 
better… Or continue down a path where a privileged few do very well, while 
everyone else is left to fend for themselves. 
 
To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to people in this room… and as I know 
it will become to everyday people across this country.   
 
But to those on the other side, who argue things work BETTER when opportunity is 
scarce and exclusive, I offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social Darwinist.   
 
Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that yours or any country ever 
produced, put it this way: “If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 
nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.” 
 
Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one that says we can only move 
forward if some are left behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one should.   
 
The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I can assure you of that.  That 
distinct histories written on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 
facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its profound scale.   
 
But you have the power to overcome it. 
 
If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, its power will erode.   
If you speak hard truths, others will listen. 
 
If you empower the great people of your country to speak THEIR truths, to speak 
out, to stand up and ACT in the face of this crisis, then there is so much good that 
you can achieve, together.   
 
And I believe you will.  
 
Thank you! 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Labour Party Conference Remarks  
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths” 
Draft 22 – September 22nd, 1:00AM 
 
It’s such an honor to be here with the people who make this Labour Party what it is.  
From the rising stars that will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next year… to 
everyday activists whose unflinching passion and energy will fuel the campaign.  
 
Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s clear to me, even across five time 
zones and an ocean, that this group is working towards something special…. 
something important.  
 
It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This city was at the forefront of the 
innovation and ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping shape the 
contours of the modern economy that we know today.   
 
It shares a special status in history with the city I love and am so honored to lead.  
Both are places where big ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded like 
few others in the world.   
 
It is also among the first places in the world to foster a working class… and among 
the first where working people empowered themselves to take part in the political 
process.  It’s no wonder then that Manchester is a place where hard truths are 
deeply understood and spoken out.    
 
I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this gathering because yours is a 
party BORN out of working people attaining the right to vote… a party that EXISTS 
to fight for working families and forcefully address their needs. 
 
Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in its DNA… Yours is a party 
grounded in the idea that everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should be left 
behind.   
 
THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of progressive leaders and defined by 
bold ideas.  You stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more prosperous United 
Kingdom; to make the UK a place where opportunity is a RIGHT granted to all, not a 
GIFT for the fortunate few.  
 
THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions who feel like they are treading 
water… Working harder and harder but feeling less and less secure about the future.  
 
THIS Labour Party has the moral compass -- and the backbone -- to fight for an 
economy... a country… that works for working people… for EVERYONE.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of inertia… That resigned mindset that 
says the next generation is destined to do worse than this one.   
 
By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we owe it to our kids to do better 
… to live up to the most basic promise we make to the people we serve.    
 
I say that as someone charged with the duty of overseeing New York’s public 
schools, where over one million kids in grades 12 and younger learn and grow.  I 
also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my own, Dante and Chiara, who 
have attended those schools for most of their young lives.   
 
There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    
 
Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy…  than watching my children grow, 
knowing they can be WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The boundaries 
of their future are determined only by how hard they work and how big they dream.   
 
If we accept a future – or a present – where parents can’t look their kids in the eyes 
and tell them they have a shot at something better, then we break the promise of 
civilized society…. We deprive our children – AND their parents -- of so much.   
 
That’s what we are up against.  I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis of our 
time.  We see it in the form of a status quo that works very well for a few fortunate 
souls, but leaves everyday working people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  
 
I’ve spoken about growing inequality and the rising cost of living reaching crisis 
levels in New York, but as the people in this room GET, it’s just as true here.   
 
And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a cost of living crisis.  It’s not 
about penthouse flats, Bentleys or five-star holidays.  The people who can afford 
THOSE luxuries, in fact, are doing are doing quite well under this Conservative 
government.    
 
But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit and heated, securing a safe 
place for young kids to learn during the day… THESE things are becoming more and 
more costly.   We’re not talking about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 
ESSENTIALS that people need to live.  
 
A cost-of-living crisis is an apt way of describing it.  Living itself is becoming harder 
and harder for working families to afford.  Not living WELL… just LIVING; just 
getting by.   
 
And the price this crisis extracts isn’t simply monetary. 
You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose SECOND job is preceded by a 
second SHIFT at her FIRST job…. 
In the juddering hand of the bus driver signing the paperwork for a payday loan…. 
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In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents mustering brave faces in front 
of their son and daughter… in the WORK that just goes into hiding the fear that they 
will not be able to attain a better life.   
 
As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top, stories like these are becoming 
more common and less isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.   
 
If unaddressed, this crisis itself will become THE defining characteristic of our 
societies… It won’t be prosperity and opportunity… it will tragically be the 
inequality and cost-of-living crisis.   
 
I know from everything I’ve seen and heard that this Labour Party understands 
what’s at stake here.   
 
I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a burden: the exasperation that 
comes from knowing the gravity of this crisis – a generation’s prospects at risk of 
being forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to act in its face.  
 
The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  But it isn’t.  It never has been.   
 
Indeed, history itself tells us that people always gravitate towards decency, 
inclusion and progress.  And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to see 
that – go walk around a neighborhood in Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a 
mosque… You can see the trust people put in one another every day; the value 
people place in simple moral action.   
 
So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so difficult? 
 
In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis, part of the issue is scope: the 
problem seems so difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be tempted to 
throw their hands up and declare that nothing can be done about it. 
 
But there’s something else going on as well.  You see, as is the case with many 
injustices in history, there are people – small in number but outsize in power – who 
benefit from the status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices seem 
louder… more confident and authoritative… and those of everyday people get 
drowned out.   
 
In this way, people are made to feel powerless – made to feel that their voice doesn’t 
matter at all.     
 
So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing the cost of living is overwhelming 
– something people can see and feel every day in their neighborhoods – we’re told 
that even speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive… harmful, even.   
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You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your country.   
 
Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to say – together – that Britons 
want a country that works for everyone.   
 
Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need to hear the truth spoken 
before they feel comfortable speaking it themselves.  
 
And there’s so much power that comes from speaking the truth, and especially from 
speaking HARD truths.    
 
That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through a series of falsehoods…false 
CHOICES in that assign mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be complimentary.   
 
We’re told that prosperity can’t be great and also shared…. 
 
That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a tough economy, and still balance 
a budget…. 
 
That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve anything at all if we dare to 
advance policies which are bold and morally right. 
 
In the lead-up to the election for New York City Mayor last year, the voices of the 
status quo gave voters another false choice: support my candidacy … OR vote for 
someone with a real shot at winning. 
 
I am here before you today because the people of New York City rejected the lazy 
logic of false–choice politics.   
 
I want to tell you how it happened.   
 
I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front steps of my home in Brooklyn 
in January 2013.  A few hundred people were there with me… the earliest believers 
in our campaign. 
 
 
We were brought together by a deep concern: that New York had become a Tale of 
Two Cities; a place where a few were doing very well, but millions of working 
people were struggling to live amidst spiking inequality and a rising cost of living.   
 
It threatened to degrade New York’s status as a place in the world.   
 
The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone so brightly across our five 
boroughs and out into the world was dimming.    
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We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was unspoken, we saw on our 
neighbors’ faces: the weight of worry about a future of diminished possibilities… For 
themselves… their families… their children.   
 
And we knew the policies of the status quo were exacerbating this crisis rather than 
addressing it. 
 
But though our mission was in many ways somber, our mood that day was not.  It 
was a grey, frigid afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and joy one 
would expect at a summer block party.  It was no doubt a strange sight to those 
passing by.   
 
There was a feeling that something special was happening that made the chill 
tolerable.   It came from having found in one another a group of people who spoke 
the same truth about our Tale of Two Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it 
posed.  
 
There was a sense of relief that came from learning we weren’t alone in our beliefs… 
a lifting of lonely burdens.  
 
And there was a sense of mission that came from accepting a mutual responsibility 
to act, together, against this crisis… and a heartfelt faith that victory was achievable, 
no matter the odds.   
 
And the odds did appear long, at first.  It felt like the total number of those in the city 
who had HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front of my home that day… 
And my house is not very big.   
 
And not only were other candidates for mayor better known, they espoused ideas 
that were seen as more politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the status 
quo.   
 
But it was never my intention to nibble around the edges with policies of timid 
maintenance; I ran to take dead aim at the crisis of our time.  And I became Mayor 
because every day New Yorkers, too, were hungry to break from an era that was 
leaving millions behind.   
 
Our campaign was powered by people of every race, every background, every 
income bracket.  And yes, even many New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success 
joined our fight against rising inequality.  They wanted the next generation of New 
Yorkers to have the same opportunities the city had given them.   
 
We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers learned that we were fighting 
for a government that would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 
opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… And grew.   
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We worked – together – as activists, to spread the word.   
 
And so in living rooms and parks… in retirement communities and residence halls… 
on Twitter and Facebook… people were hearing from one another for the first time 
things that they already knew in their own hearts to be true… and they were 
learning of the POWER that could come when they spoke out themselves.  
 
THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a few hundred souls gathered on a 
on that blustery Brooklyn day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on ELECTION 
day.      
 
And our shared resolve to remake our City didn’t end when the votes were tallied. 
 
The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive our Administration: a 
constant push for bold action; a willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an 
agenda set by listening to the PEOPLE, not the powerful few.   
 
On my absolute highest priority, that’s meant working aggressively to secure 
unprecedented access to free, full day early education programs for 4-year-olds.   
 
We did this because study after study shows the great equalizing effect of early 
education.  But you don’t need read an academic journal to get that: we all know 
access to quality education does so much to determine a person’s economic 
destiny… and as with most matters of destiny, timing is everything.   
 
Now, to give you some context on the politics we faced when trying to expand early 
education for families, I’d like to read you two assessments from New York 
newspapers, published almost exactly one year apart.     
 
In September 2013, a few months before I was elected Mayor… the New York Daily 
News wrote “[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for four-year-
olds…has little chance of becoming a reality.” 
 
Then, in September 2014, the New York Times,: QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s 
Bell for New Pre-K.”  
 
Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids who have been signed up for 
these programs.  That’s three thousand MORE than the number said to be 
impossible just one year ago.   
 
It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a better path to success… And all 
of their mothers and fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to experience 
the comfort… the joy… that comes from seeing the shine of brighter futures.   
 
It’s hard to even express how much that means for the working people of our city.  
But it’s also not all we’ve done in our first few months in office.   
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We’ve enacted measures to give over 1 million more New Yorkers the right to paid 
sick leave, ensuring working people won’t lose a paycheck – or a job – because of 
illness or injury 
 
We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing for 500,000 New Yorkers over 
the next decade.  That’s more than total population of the City of Bristol… Or of 
Miami, for anyone watching back home.   
 
We ended what had been one of the saddest manifestations of inequality by 
reforming racially biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New Yorkers are 
granted the basic right of walking down the street without fear of being hassled by 
authorities. 
 
And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on a contract with our city 
teachers – educators who had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In all 
that time, the good men and women charged with safeguarding the futures of our 
children had enjoyed little security when it came to their own futures.  
 
We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual respect, because RESPECT for 
working men and women is a core principle that all GOOD governments live by.   It 
was a fair deal for teachers – offering increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But 
it also generated important savings that labor was a partner in achieving.   Put 
simply: it was a good deal for the people of New York. 
 
So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an agenda of economic fairness 
can’t go hand-in-hand, tell them to come visit New York City.   
 
Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.   
 
I notice so many similarities between the UK I see today and the New York where I 
stood on that cold morning and announced my candidacy.   
 
In comes through so clearly, even across all the physical distance that separates our 
countries: the people of the UK are ready for bold, progressive change.   
 
And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in New York City from a campaign 
so humble in its origins, imagine the feats that can come from this great hall!   
 
But there’s a more sobering parallel I see as well…. It’s in the deepness of the crisis 
that we share.   
 
The numbers are alarming: in the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in top 
0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 times that of someone in the bottom 
90%.  [2011, World Income Database].     
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest families in the UK have more 
wealth than the entire bottom 20% of the country.  And, as is the case in New York 
City, the trend has been moving sharply in the wrong direction.  According to a 
study published by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% (point one 
percent) of Britons have grown four times faster than those of the bottom 90%.   
 
Now let’s be clear: there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  I’m happy to 
celebrate the success of those who’ve earned it. But the policies of the Conservative 
government are preventing so many from writing success stories of their own.   
 
And as is the case in the US and New York City, the stories of those struggling the 
hardest – those of unpaid bills and sleepless nights – don’t fully illuminate the 
severity of this crisis. 
 
Mounting disparities in income create ripple effects that undermine whole 
economies.   
 
The Financial Times recently concluded that the income gap between America’s 
richest and poorest metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever been, but 
that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping an uneven housing recovery that 
threatens to hold back the broader revival of the world’s largest economy.” 
 
Indeed, in an increasingly interconnected world, a system grounded in exclusivity is 
not sustainable for ANYONE, including those at the very top.  It is a problem that 
hurts everyone, in one way or another, whether they get it or not.  
 
This Conservative government certainly doesn’t seem to get it.  Their top-down 
policies are making things harder for working people every day.   
 
Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds of this crisis, the most painful 
might be their tax code. 
 
Instead of giving working families the leg-up they deserve, they gave billions of tax 
cuts to the wealthiest with the vague hope that money will magically trickle down to 
everyone else.   In my country, that’s an approach we call voodoo economics.  I have 
no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more elegant in a British accent than an 
American one, but in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t work.   
 
So let me tell you about what does work.  And you don’t have to look far to see it.  In 
fact, you heard it at your own conference last night. 
 
Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the challenges, and the opportunities this 
moment in history creates for the British people – showing a willingness to take 
dead aim at the scourge of inequality.  
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it comes to addressing the crisis 
of our time.  He has a BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: “I’m not 
talking about changing a policy, or simply a different programme. But something 
that is bigger: transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is run.”  
 
Indeed, he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told this conference LAST 
YEAR: “We have to rebuild anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, a 
society based on your values, a politics that hears your voice – rich and poor alike – 
accepting their responsibilities to each other.” 
 
Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for everyone.  He will govern for Britons with 
second jobs and second mortgages, not just those with second homes.   
 
He believes in politics of the MANY, not the few…  
 
Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party understands – the true cost of a status 
quo that puts a barrier between working people and prosperity…  the drag it creates 
on the economy… and on the lives of families.   
 
Because this Labour Party not only has the right values, it has an agenda that puts 
them into action.  Not political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of the 
economy to make Britain work for everyone. 
 
Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard work over existing wealth and 
power.  A plan to end the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for the 
wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million middle and working class 
people….   
 
A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not curtails – the NHS so that quality 
healthcare remains a right and not a privilege…  
 
A plan that puts working people ahead of big corporations by controlling energy 
costs, and taking unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
 
And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child care to working parents of 3- 
and 4-year olds, and another to expand after school programs, so that ALL kids can 
get on a path to success and opportunity early… and stay there. 
 
This agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more prosperous, STRONGER United 
Kingdom will look like.  
 
It recognizes that everyone’s future… Every child’s future… MATTERS. 
 
That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you WILL win! 
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The upcoming election represents a real choice for the people of your country: build 
a United Kingdom that rewards hard work and ensures the next generation does 
better… Or continue down a path where a privileged few do very well, while 
everyone else is left to fend for themselves. 
 
To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to people in this room… and as I know 
it will become to everyday people across this country.   
 
But to those on the other side, who argue things work BETTER when opportunity is 
scarce and exclusive, I offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social Darwinist.   
 
Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that yours or any country ever 
produced, put it this way: “If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 
nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.” 
 
Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one that says we can only move 
forward if some are left behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one should.   
 
The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I can assure you of that.  That 
distinct histories written on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 
facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its profound scale.   
 
But you have the power to overcome it. 
 
If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, its power will erode.   
If you speak hard truths, others will listen. 
 
If you empower the great people of your country to speak THEIR truths, to speak 
out, to stand up and ACT in the face of this crisis, then there is so much good that 
you can achieve, together.   
 
And I believe you will.  
 
Thank you! 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Labour Party Conference Remarks  
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths” 
Draft 23 – September 23nd, 8:30AM 
 
It’s such an honor to be here with the people who make this Labour Party what it is.  
From the rising stars that will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next year… to the 
everyday activists whose unflinching passion and energy will fuel the campaign.  
 
Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s clear to me, even across five time 
zones and an ocean, that this group is working towards something special…. 
something important.  
 
It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This city was at the forefront of the 
innovation and ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping shape the 
contours of the modern economy that we know today.   
 
It shares a special status in history with the city I love and am so honored to lead.  
Both are places where big ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded like 
few others in the world.   
 
It is also among the first places in the world to foster a working class… and among 
the first where working people empowered themselves to take part in the political 
process.  It’s no wonder then that Manchester is a place where hard truths are 
deeply understood and spoken out.    
 
I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this gathering because yours is a 
party BORN out of working people attaining the right to vote… a party that EXISTS 
to fight for working families and forcefully address their needs. 
 
Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in its DNA… Yours is a party 
grounded in the idea that everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should be left 
behind.   
 
THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of progressive leaders and defined by 
bold ideas.  You stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more prosperous United 
Kingdom; to make the UK a place where opportunity is a RIGHT granted to all, not a 
GIFT for the fortunate few.  
 
THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions who feel like they are treading 
water… Working harder and harder but feeling less and less secure about the future.  
 
THIS Labour Party has the moral compass -- and the backbone -- to fight for an 
economy... a country… that works for working people… for EVERYONE.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of inertia… That resigned mindset that 
says the next generation is destined to do worse than this one.   
 
By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we owe it to our children to do 
better … to live up to the most basic promise we make to the people we serve.    
 
I say that as someone charged with the duty of overseeing New York’s public 
schools, where over one million kids in grades 12 and under learn and grow.   
 
I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my own, Dante and Chiara, who 
have attended those schools for most of their young lives.   
 
There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    
 
Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy…  than watching my children grow, 
knowing they can be WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The boundaries 
of their future are determined only by how hard they work and how big they dream.   
 
If we accept a future – or a present – where parents can’t look their kids in the eyes 
and tell them they have a shot at something better, then we break the promise of 
civilized society…. We deprive our children – AND their parents -- of so much.   
 
Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis of our time.  We see it in the 
form of a status quo that works very well for a few fortunate souls, but leaves 
everyday working people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  
 
I’ve spoken about growing inequality and the rising cost of living reaching crisis 
levels in New York, but as the people in this room GET, it’s just as true here.   
 
And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a cost of living crisis.  It’s not 
about penthouse flats, Bentleys or five-star holidays.  The people who can afford 
THOSE luxuries, in fact, are doing are doing quite well under this Conservative 
government.    
 
But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit and heated, securing a safe 
place for young kids to learn during the day… THESE things are becoming more and 
more costly.   We’re not talking about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 
ESSENTIALS that people need to live.  
 
Living ITSELF is getting harder and harder for working families to afford.  Not living 
WELL… just LIVING; just getting by.   
 
And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary. 
 
You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose SECOND job is preceded by a 
second SHIFT at her FIRST job…. 
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In the juddering hand of the bus driver signing the paperwork for a payday loan…. 
 
In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents mustering brave faces in front 
of their son and daughter… in the WORK that just goes into hiding the fear that they 
won’t be able to attain a better life.   
 
As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top, stories like these are becoming 
more common and less isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.   
 
If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining characteristic of our societies… 
It won’t be prosperity and opportunity… it will tragically be the inequality and cost-
of-living crisis.   
 
I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.   
 
I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a burden: the exasperation that 
comes from knowing the gravity of this threat – a generation’s prospects at risk of 
being forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to act in its face.  
 
The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  But it isn’t.  It never has been.   
 
Indeed, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS gravitate towards decency, 
inclusion and progress.  And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to see 
that – go walk around a neighborhood in Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a 
mosque… You can see the trust people put in one another every day; the value 
people place in simple moral action.   
 
So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so difficult? 
 
In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis, part of the issue is scope: the 
problem seems so difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be tempted to 
throw their hands up and declare that nothing can be done about it. 
 
But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the case with many injustices in 
history, there are people – small in number but outsize in power – who benefit from 
the status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices seem louder… more 
confident and authoritative… and those of everyday people get drowned out.   
 
In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made to feel that their voice doesn’t 
matter at all.     
 
So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing the cost of living is overwhelming 
– something people can see and feel every day – we’re told that even speaking of this 
problem is unconstructive, divisive… harmful, even.   
 
You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your country.   
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Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to say – together – that Britons 
want a country that works for everyone.   
 
Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need to hear the truth spoken 
before they feel comfortable speaking it themselves.  
 
And there’s so much power that comes from speaking the truth… especially from 
speaking HARD truths.    
 
That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through a series of falsehoods…false 
CHOICES in that assign mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be complimentary.   
 
We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and shared…. 
 
That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a tough economy, and still balance 
a budget…. 
 
That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve anything at all if we dare to 
advance policies which are bold and morally right. 
 
In the lead-up to the election for New York City Mayor last year, the voices of the 
status quo gave voters another false choice: support my candidacy … OR vote for 
someone with a real shot at winning. 
 
I am here before you today because the people of New York City rejected the lazy 
logic of false–choice politics.   
 
I want to tell you how it happened.   
 
I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front steps of my home in Brooklyn 
in January 2013.  A few hundred people were there with me… the earliest believers 
in our campaign. 
 
We were brought together by a deep concern: that New York had become a Tale of 
Two Cities; a place where a few were doing very well, but millions of working 
people were struggling to live amidst spiking inequality and a rising cost of living.   
 
It threatened to degrade New York’s status as a place in the world.   
 
The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone so brightly across our five 
boroughs and out into the world was dimming.    
 
We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was unspoken, we saw on our 
neighbors’ faces: the weight of worry about a future of diminished possibilities… For 
themselves… their families… their children.   
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And we knew the policies of the status quo were exacerbating the problem rather 
than addressing it. 
 
But though our mission was in many ways somber, our mood that day was not.  It 
was a grey, frigid afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and joy one 
would expect at a summer block party.  It was no doubt a strange sight to those 
passing by.   
 
There was a feeling that something special was happening that made the chill 
tolerable.  It came from having found in one another a group of people who spoke 
the same truth about our Tale of Two Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it 
posed.  
 
There was a sense of relief that came from learning we weren’t alone in our beliefs… 
a lifting of lonely burdens.  
 
There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came from accepting a mutual 
responsibility to act, together, against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 
was achievable, no matter the odds.   
 
Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt like the total number of those in 
the city who had HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front of my home 
that day… And my house is not very big.   
 
And not only were other candidates for mayor better known, they espoused ideas 
that were seen as more politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the status 
quo.   
 
But it was never my intention to nibble around the edges with policies of timid 
maintenance; I ran to take dead aim at the crisis of our time.  And I became Mayor 
because everyday New Yorkers, too, were hungry to break from an era that was 
leaving millions behind.   
 
Our campaign was powered by people of every race, every age, every income 
bracket.  And yes, even many New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 
our fight against rising inequality.  They wanted the next generation of New Yorkers 
to have the same opportunities the city had given them.   
 
We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers learned that we were fighting 
for a government that would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 
opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… And grew.   
 
We worked – together – as activists, to spread the word.   
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And so in living rooms and parks… in retirement communities and residence halls… 
on Twitter and Facebook… people were hearing from one another for the first time 
things they already knew in their own hearts to be true… and they were learning of 
the POWER that could come when they spoke out themselves.  
 
THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a few hundred souls gathered on 
that blustery Brooklyn day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on ELECTION day.      
 
And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end when the votes were tallied. 
 
The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive our Administration: a 
constant push for bold action; a willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an 
agenda set by listening to the PEOPLE, not the powerful few.   
 
On my absolute highest priority, that’s meant working aggressively to secure 
unprecedented access to free, full day early education programs for 4-year-olds.   
 
We did this because study after study shows the great equalizing effect of early 
education.  But you don’t need read an academic journal to get that: we all know 
access to quality education does so much to determine a person’s economic 
destiny… and as with most matters of destiny, timing is everything.   
 
Now, to give you some context on the politics we faced when trying to expand early 
education for families, I’d like to read you two assessments from New York 
newspapers, published almost exactly one year apart.     
 
In September 2013, a few months before I was elected Mayor… the New York Daily 
News wrote “[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for four-year-
olds…has little chance of becoming a reality.” 
 
Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times QUOTE “51,000 Answer de 
Blasio’s Bell for New Pre-K.”  
 
Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids who have been signed up for 
these programs.  That’s three thousand MORE than the number said to be 
impossible just one year ago.   
 
It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a better path to success… And all 
of their mothers and fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to experience 
the comfort… the joy… that comes from seeing the shine of brighter futures.   
It’s hard to express how much that means for the working people of our city.  But it’s 
also not all we’ve done in our first few months in office.   
 
We’ve enacted measures to give over 1 million more New Yorkers the right to paid 
sick leave, ensuring people won’t lose a paycheck – or a job – because of illness or 
injury 
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We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing for 500,000 New Yorkers over 
the next decade.  That’s more than total population of the City of Bristol… Or of 
Miami, for anyone watching back home.   
 
We ended what had been one of the saddest manifestations of inequality by 
reforming racially biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New Yorkers are 
granted the basic right of walking down the street without fear of being hassled by 
authorities. 
 
And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on a contract with our city 
teachers – educators who had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In all 
that time, the good men and women charged with safeguarding the futures of our 
children had enjoyed little security when it came to their own futures.  
 
We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual respect, because RESPECT for 
working men and women is a core principle that all GOOD governments live by.   It 
was a fair deal for teachers – offering increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But 
it also generated important savings that labor was a partner in achieving.   Put 
simply: it was a good deal for the people of New York. 
 
So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an agenda of economic fairness 
can’t go hand-in-hand, tell them to come visit New York City.   
 
Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.   
 
I notice so many similarities between the UK I see today and the New York where I 
stood on that cold morning and announced my candidacy.   
 
In comes through so clearly, even across great physical distance: the people of the 
UK are ready for bold, progressive change.   
 
And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in New York City from a campaign 
so humble in its origins, imagine the feats that can come from this great hall!   
 
But there’s a more sobering parallel I see as well…. It’s in the deepness of the crisis 
that we share.   
 
The numbers are alarming: in the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in top 
0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 times that of someone in the bottom 
90%.  [2011, World Income Database].     
 
The Guardian recently reported that the five richest families in the UK have more 
wealth than the entire bottom 20% of the country.  And, as is the case in New York 
City, the trend has been moving sharply in the wrong direction.  According to a 
study published by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% (point one 
percent) of Britons have grown four times faster than those of the bottom 90%.   
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Now let’s be clear: there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  I’m happy to 
celebrate the success of those who’ve earned it.  But a status quo that leaves millions 
of people behind is precluding so many success stories from being written.   
 
And the stories of those struggling the hardest – those of unpaid bills and sleepless 
nights – don’t fully illuminate the severity of this crisis. 
 
Mounting disparities in income create ripple effects that undermine whole 
economies.  Here is just one example of how: 
 
The Financial Times recently concluded that the income gap between America’s 
richest and poorest metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever been, but 
that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping an uneven housing recovery that 
threatens to hold back the broader revival of the world’s largest economy.” 
 
Indeed, in an increasingly interconnected world, a system grounded in exclusivity is 
not sustainable for ANYONE, including those at the very top.  It is a problem that 
hurts EVERYONE, whether they get it or not.  
 
This Conservative government certainly doesn’t seem to get it.  Their top-down 
policies are making things harder for working people every day.   
 
Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds of this crisis, the most painful 
might be their tax code. 
 
Instead of giving working families the leg-up they deserve, they gave billions of tax 
cuts to the wealthiest with the vague hope that money will magically trickle down to 
everyone else.  In my country, that’s an approach we call voodoo economics.  I have 
no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more elegant in a British accent than an 
American one, but in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t work.   
 
So let me tell you about what does work.  And you don’t have to look far to see it.  In 
fact, you heard it at your own conference last night. 
 
Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the challenges, and the opportunities this 
moment in history creates for the British people. 
 
He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it comes to addressing the crisis 
of our time.  He has a BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: “I’m not 
talking about changing a policy, or simply a different programme. But something 
that is bigger: transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is run.”  
 
Indeed, he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told this conference LAST 
YEAR: “We have to rebuild anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, a 
society based on your values, a politics that hears your voice – rich and poor alike – 
accepting their responsibilities to each other.” 
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Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for everyone.  He will govern for Britons with 
second jobs and second mortgages, not just those with second homes.   
 
He believes in politics of the MANY, not the few…  
 
Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party understands – the true cost of a status 
quo that puts a barrier between working people and prosperity…  the drag it creates 
on the economy… and on the lives of families.   
 
And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it has an agenda that puts them 
into action.  Not political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of the economy to 
make Britain work for everyone. 
 
Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard work over existing wealth and 
power.  A plan to end the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for the 
wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million middle and working class 
people….   
 
A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not curtails – the NHS so that quality 
healthcare remains a right and not a privilege…  
 
A plan that puts working people ahead of big corporations by controlling energy 
costs, and taking unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
 
And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child care to working parents of 3- 
and 4-year olds, and another to expand after school programs, so that ALL kids can 
get on a path to success and opportunity early… and stay there. 
 
This agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more prosperous, STRONGER United 
Kingdom will look like.  
 
It recognizes that everyone’s future… Every child’s future… MATTERS. 
 
That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you WILL win! 
 
The upcoming election represents a choice for the people of your country: build a 
United Kingdom that rewards hard work and ensures the next generation does 
better… Or continue down a path where a privileged few do very well, while 
everyone else is left to fend for themselves. 
 
To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to people in this room… and as I know 
it will become to everyday people across this country.   
 
But to those on the other side, who argue things work BETTER when opportunity is 
scarce and exclusive, I offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social Darwinist.   
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Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that yours or any country ever 
produced, put it this way: “If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 
nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.” 
 
Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one that says we can only move 
forward if some are left behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one should.   
 
The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I can assure you of that.  That 
distinct histories written on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 
facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its profound scale.   
 
But you have the power to overcome it. 
 
If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, its power will erode.  
  
If you speak hard truths, others will listen. 
 
If you empower the great people of your country to speak THEIR truths, to speak 
out, to stand up and ACT in the face of this crisis, then there is so much good that 
you can achieve, together.   
 
And I believe you will.  
 
Thank you! 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Labour Party Conference Remarks  
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths” 
Draft 23 – September 23nd, 8:30AM 
 
It’s such an honor to be here with the people who make this Labour Party what it is.  
From the rising stars that will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next year… to the 
everyday activists whose unflinching passion and energy will fuel the campaign.  
 
Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s clear to me, even across five time 
zones and an ocean, that this group is working towards something special…. 
something important.  
 
It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This city was at the forefront of the 
innovation and ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping shape the 
contours of the modern economy that we know today.   
 
It shares a special status in history with the city I love and am so honored to lead.  
Both are places where big ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded like 
in few others in the world.   
 
It is also among the first places in the world to foster a working class… and among 
the first where working people empowered themselves to take part in the political 
process.  It’s no wonder then that Manchester is a place where hard truths are 
deeply understood and spoken out.    
 
I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this gathering because yours is a 
party BORN out of working people attaining the right to vote… a party that EXISTS 
to fight for working families and forcefully address their needs. 
 
Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in its DNA… Yours is a party 
grounded in the idea that everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should be left 
behind.   
 
THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of progressive leaders and defined by 
bold ideas.  You stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more prosperous United 
Kingdom; to make the UK a place where opportunity is a RIGHT granted to all, not a 
GIFT for the fortunate few.  
 
THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions who feel like they are treading 
water… Working harder and harder but feeling less and less secure about the future.  
 
THIS Labour Party has the moral compass -- and the backbone -- to fight for an 
economy... a country… that works for working people… for EVERYONE.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of inertia… tThat resigned mindset that 
says the next generation is destined to do worse than this one.   
 
By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we owe it to our children to do 
better … to live up to the most basic promise we make to the people we serve.    
 
I say that as someone charged with the duty of overseeing New York’s public 
schools, where over one million kids in grades 12 and under learn and grow.   
 
I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my own, Dante and Chiara, who 
have attended those schools for most of their young lives.   
 
There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    
 
Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy…  than watching my children grow, 
knowing they can be WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The boundaries 
of their future are determined only by how hard they work and how big they dream.   
 
If we accept a future – or a present – where parents can’t look their kids in the eyes 
and tell them they have a shot at something better, then we break the promise of 
civilized society…. We deprive our children – AND their parents -- of so much.   
 
Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis of our time.  We see it in the 
form of a status quo that works very well for a few fortunate souls, but leaves 
everyday working people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  
 
I’ve spoken about growing inequality and the rising cost of living reaching crisis 
levels in New York, and it’s just as true here.  but asAnd I know the people in this 
room GET that., it’s just as true here.   
 
And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a cost of living crisis.  It’s not 
about penthouse flats, Bentleys or five-star holidays.  The people who can afford 
THOSE luxuries, in fact, are doing are in fact, doing quite well under this 
Conservative government.    
 
But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit and heated, securing a safe 
place for young kids to learn during the day… THESE things are becoming more and 
more costly.   We’re not talking about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 
ESSENTIALS that people need to live.  
 
Living ITSELF is getting harder and harder for working families to afford.  Not living 
WELL… just LIVING; just getting by.   
 
And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary. 
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You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose SECOND job is preceded by a 
second SHIFT at her FIRST job…. 
In the juddering hand of the bus driver signing the paperwork for a payday loan…. 
 
In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents mustering brave faces in front 
of their sons and daughters… in the WORK that just goes into just hiding the fear 
that they won’t be able to attain a better life.   
 
As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top, stories like these are becoming 
more common and less isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.   
 
If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining characteristic of our societies… 
It won’t be prosperity and opportunity… tragically, it will tragically be the inequality 
and the cost-of-living crisis.   
 
I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.   
 
I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a burden: the exasperation that 
comes from knowing the gravity of this threat – a generation’s prospects at risk of 
being forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to act in its faceresponse.  
 
The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  But it isn’t.  It never has been.   
 
Indeed, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS gravitate towards decency, 
inclusion and progress.  And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to see 
that – go walk around a neighborhood in Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a 
mosque… You can see the trust people put in one another every day; the value 
people place in simple moral action.   
 
So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so difficult? 
 
In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisiscrises, part of the issue is scope: 
the problem seems so difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 
tempted to throw their hands up and declare that nothing can be done about it. 
 
But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the case with many injustices in 
history, there are people – small in number but outsize supersized in power – who 
benefit from the status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices seem 
louder… more confident and authoritative… and those of everyday people get 
drowned out.   
 
In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made to feel that their voice doesn’t 
matter at all.     
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So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing, the cost of living is 
overwhelming – something people can see and feel every day – we’re told that even 
speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive… harmful, even.   
 
You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your country.   
Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to say – together – that Britons 
want a country that works for everyone.   
 
Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need to hear the truth spoken 
before they feel comfortable speaking it themselves.  
 
And there’s so much power that comes from speaking the truth… especially from 
speaking HARD truths.    
 
That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through a series of falsehoods…false 
CHOICES in that assign mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be compleimentary.   
 
We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and shared…. 
 
That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a tough economy, and still balance 
a budget…. 
 
That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve anything at all if we dare to 
advance policies which are bold and morally right. 
 
In the lead-up to the election for New York City Mayor last year, the voices of the 
status quo gave voters another false choice: support my candidacy … OR vote for 
someone with a real shot at winning. 
 
I am here before you today because the people of New York City rejected the lazy 
logic of false–choice politics.   
 
I want to tell you how it happened.   
 
I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front steps of my home in Brooklyn 
in January 2013.  A few hundred people were there with me… the earliest believers 
in our campaign. 
 
We were brought together by a deep concern: that New York had become a Tale of 
Two Cities; a place where a few were doing very well, but millions of working 
people were struggling to live amidst spiking inequality and a rising cost of living.   
 
It threatened to degrade New York’s status as a place in the world.   
 
The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone so brightly across our five 
boroughs and out into the world was dimming.    
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We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was unspoken, we saw on our 
neighbors’ faces: the weight of worry about a future of diminished possibilities… For 
themselves… their families… their children.   
 
And we knew the policies of the status quo were exacerbating the problem rather 
than addressing it. 
 
But though our mission was in many ways somber, our mood that day was not.  It 
was a grey, frigid afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and joy one 
would expect at a summer block party.  It was no doubt a strange sight to those 
passing by.   
 
There was a feeling that something special was happening that made the chill 
tolerable.  It came from having found in one another a group of people who spoke 
the same truth about our Tale of Two Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it 
posed.  
 
There was a sense of relief that came from learning we weren’t alone in our beliefs… 
a lifting of lonely burdens.  
 
There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came from accepting a mutual 
responsibility to act, together, against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 
was achievable, no matter the odds.   
 
Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt like the total number of those in 
the city who had HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front of my home 
that day… And my house is not very big.   
 
And not only were other candidates for mayor better known, they espoused ideas 
that were seen as more politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the status 
quo.   
 
But it was never my intention to nibble around the edges with policies of timid 
maintenance; I ran to take dead aim at the crisis of our time.  And I became Mayor 
because everyday New Yorkers, too, were hungry to break from an era that was 
leaving millions behind.   
 
Our campaign was powered by people of every race, every age, every income 
bracket.  And yes, even many New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 
our fight against rising inequality.  They wanted the next generation of New Yorkers 
to have the same opportunities the city had given them.   
 
We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers learned that we were fighting 
for a government that would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 
opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… And grew.   
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We worked – together – as activists, to spread the word.   
 
 
And so in living rooms and parks… in retirement communities and residence halls… 
on Twitter and Facebook… people were hearing from one another for the first time 
things they already knew in their own hearts to be true… and they were learning of 
the POWER that could come when they spoke out themselves.  
 
THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a few hundred souls gathered on 
that blustery Brooklyn day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on ELECTION day.      
 
And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end when the votes were tallied. 
 
The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive our Administration: a 
constant push for bold action; a willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an 
agenda set by listening to the PEOPLE, not the powerful few.   
 
On With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s meant working aggressively 
to secure unprecedented access to free, full day early education programs for 4-
year-olds.   
 
We did this because study after study shows the great equalizing effect of early 
education.  But you don’t need to read an academic journal to get that: we all know 
access to quality education does so much to determine a person’s economic 
destiny… and as with most matters of destiny, timing is everything.   
 
Now, to give you some context on the politics we faced when trying to expand early 
education for families, I’d like to read you two assessments from New York 
newspapers, published almost exactly one year apart.     
 
In September 2013, a few months before I was elected Mayor… the New York Daily 
News wrote “[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for four-year-
olds…has little chance of becoming a reality.” 
 
Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times QUOTE “51,000 Answer de 
Blasio’s Bell for New Pre-K.”  
 
Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids who have been signed up for 
these programs.  That’s three thousand MORE than the number said to be 
impossible just one year ago.   
 
It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a better path to success… And all 
of their mothers and fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to experience 
the comfort… the joy… that comes from seeing the shine of brighter futures.   
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It’s hard to express how much that means for the working people of our city.  But it’s 
also not all we’ve done in our first few months in office.   
 
We’ve enacted measures to give over 1 million more New Yorkers the right to paid 
sick leave, ensuring people won’t lose a paycheck – or a job – because of illness or 
injury 
We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing for 500,000 New Yorkers over 
the next decade.  That’s more than total population of the City of Bristol… Or of 
Miami, for anyone watching back home.   
 
We ended what had been one of the saddest manifestations of inequality by 
reforming racially biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New Yorkers are 
granted the basic right of walking down the street without fear of being hassled by 
authorities. 
 
And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on a contract with our city 
teachers – educators who had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In all 
that time, the good men and women charged with safeguarding the futures of our 
children had enjoyed little security when it came to their own futures.  
 
We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual respect, because RESPECT for 
working men and women is a core principle that all GOOD governments live by.   It 
was a fair deal for teachers – offering increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But 
it also generated important savings that labor was a partner in achieving.   Put 
simply: it was a good deal for the people of New York. 
 
So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an agenda of economic fairness 
can’t go hand-in-hand, tell them to come visit New York City.   
 
Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.   
 
I notice so many similarities between the UK I see today and the New York where I 
stood on that cold morning and announced my candidacy.   
 
In comes through so clearly, even across great physical distance: the people of the 
UK are ready for bold, progressive change.   
 
And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in New York City from a campaign 
so humble in its origins, imagine the feats that can come from this great hall!   
 
But there’s a more sobering parallel I see as well…. It’s in the deepness of the crisis 
that we share.   
 
The numbers are alarming: in the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in top 
0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 times that of someone in the bottom 
90%.  [2011, World Income Database].     
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest families in the UK have more 
wealth than the entire bottom 20% of the country.  And, as is the case in New York 
City, the trend has been moving sharply in the wrong direction.  According to a 
study published by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% (point one 
percent) of Britons have grown four times faster than those of the bottom 90%.   
Now let’s be clear: there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  I’m happy to 
celebrate the success of those who’ve earned it.  But a status quo that leaves millions 
of people behind is precluding so many success stories from being written.   
 
And the stories of those struggling the hardest – those of unpaid bills and sleepless 
nights – don’t fully illuminate the severity of this crisis. 
 
Mounting disparities in income create ripple effects that undermine whole 
economies.  Here is just one example of how: 
 
The Financial Times recently concluded that the income gap between America’s 
richest and poorest metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever been, but 
that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping an uneven housing recovery that 
threatens to hold back the broader revival of the world’s largest economy.” 
 
Indeed, in an increasingly interconnected world, a system grounded in exclusivity is 
not sustainable for ANYONE, including those at the very top.  It is a problem that 
hurts EVERYONE, whether they get it or not.  
 
This Conservative government certainly doesn’t seem to get it.  Their top-down 
policies are making things harder for working people every day.   
 
Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds of this crisis, the most painful 
might be their tax code. 
 
Instead of giving working families the leg-up they deserve, they gave billions of tax 
cuts to the wealthiest with the vague hope that money will magically trickle down to 
everyone else.  In my country, that’s an approach we call voodoo economics.  I have 
no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more elegant in a British accent than an 
American one, but in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t work.   
 
So let me tell you about what does work.  And you don’t have to look far to see it.  In 
fact, you heard it at your own conference last night. 
 
Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the challenges, and the opportunities this 
moment in history creates for the British people. 
 
He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it comes to addressing the crisis 
of our time.  He has a BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: “I’m not 
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talking about changing a policy, or simply a different programme. But something 
that is bigger: transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is run.”  
 
Indeed, he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told this conference LAST 
YEAR: “We have to rebuild anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, a 
society based on your values, a politics that hears your voice – rich and poor alike – 
accepting their responsibilities to each other.” 
Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for everyone.  He will govern for Britons with 
second jobs and second mortgages, not just those with second homes.   
 
He believes in politics of the MANY, not the few…  
 
Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party understands – the true cost of a status 
quo that puts a barrier between working people and prosperity…  the drag it creates 
on the economy… and on the lives of families.   
 
And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it has an agenda that puts them 
into action.  Not political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of the economy to 
make Britain work for everyone. 
 
Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard work over existing wealth and 
power.  A plan to end the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for the 
wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million middle and working class 
people….   
 
A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not curtails – the NHS so that quality 
healthcare remains a right and not a privilege…  
 
A plan that puts working people ahead of big corporations by controlling energy 
costs, and taking unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
 
And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child care to working parents of 3- 
and 4-year olds, and another to expand after school programs, so that ALL kids can 
get on a path to success and opportunity early… and stay there. 
 
This agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more prosperous, STRONGER United 
Kingdom will look like.  
 
It recognizes that everyone’s future… Every child’s future… MATTERS. 
 
That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you WILL win! 
 
The upcoming election represents a choice for the people of your country: build a 
United Kingdom that rewards hard work and ensures the next generation does 
better… Or continue down a path where a privileged few do very well, while 
everyone else is left to fend for themselves. 
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To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to people in this room… and as I know 
it will become to everyday people across this country.   
 
But to those on the other side, who argue things work BETTER when opportunity is 
scarce and exclusive, I offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social Darwinist.   
 
Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that yours or any country ever 
produced, put it this way: “If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 
nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.” 
 
Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one that says we can only move 
forward if some are left behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one should.   
 
The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I can assure you of that.  That 
distinct histories written on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 
facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its profound scale.   
 
But you have the power to overcome it. 
 
If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, its power will erode.  
  
If you speak hard truths, others will listen. 
 
If you empower the great people of your country to speak THEIR truths, to speak 
out, to stand up and ACT in the face of this crisis, then there is so much good that 
you can achieve, together.   
 
And I believe you will.  
 
Thank you! 
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Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Labour Party Conference Remarks  
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths” 
Draft 23 – September 23nd, 8:30AM 
 
It’s such an honor to be here with the people who make this Labour Party what it is.  
From the rising stars that will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next year… to the 
everyday activists whose unflinching passion and energy will fuel the campaign.  
 
Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s clear to me, even across five time 
zones and an ocean, that this group is working towards something special…. 
something important.  
 
It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This city was at the forefront of the 
innovation and ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping shape the 
contours of the modern economy that we know today.   
 
It shares a special status in history with the city I love and am so honored to lead.  
Both are places where big ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded like 
in few others in the world.   
 
It is also among the first places in the world to foster a working class… and among 
the first where working people empowered themselves to take part in the political 
process.  It’s no wonder then that Manchester is a place where hard truths are 
deeply understood and spoken out.    
 
I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this gathering because yours is a 
party BORN out of working people attaining the right to vote… a party that EXISTS 
to fight for working families and forcefully address their needs. 
 
Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in its DNA… Yours is a party 
grounded in the idea that everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should be left 
behind.   
 
THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of progressive leaders and defined by 
bold ideas.  You stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more prosperous United 
Kingdom; to make the UK a place where opportunity is a RIGHT granted to all, not a 
GIFT for the fortunate few.  
 
THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions who feel like they are treading 
water… Working harder and harder but feeling less and less secure about the future.  
 
THIS Labour Party has the moral compass -- and the backbone -- to fight for an 
economy... a country… that works for working people… for EVERYONE.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of inertia… tThat resigned mindset that 
says the next generation is destined to do worse than this one.   
 
By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we owe it to our children to do 
better … to live up to the most basic promise we make to the people we serve.    
 
I say that as someone charged with the duty of overseeing New York’s public 
schools, where over one million kids in grades 12 and under learn and grow.   
 
I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my own, Dante and Chiara, who 
have attended those schools for most of their young lives.   
 
There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    
 
Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy…  than watching my children grow, 
knowing they can be WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The boundaries 
of their future are determined only by how hard they work and how big they dream.   
 
If we accept a future – or a present – where parents can’t look their kids in the eyes 
and tell them they have a shot at something better, then we break the promise of 
civilized society…. We deprive our children – AND their parents -- of so much.   
 
Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis of our time.  We see it in the 
form of a status quo that works very well for a few fortunate souls, but leaves 
everyday working people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  
 
I’ve spoken about growing inequality and the rising cost of living reaching crisis 
levels in New York, and it’s just as true here.  but asAnd I know the people in this 
room GET that., it’s just as true here.   
 
And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a cost of living crisis.  It’s not 
about penthouse flats, Bentleys or five-star holidays.  The people who can afford 
THOSE luxuries, in fact, are doing are in fact, doing quite well under this 
Conservative government.    
 
But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit and heated, securing a safe 
place for young kids to learn during the day… THESE things are becoming more and 
more costly.   We’re not talking about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 
ESSENTIALS that people need to live.  
 
Living ITSELF is getting harder and harder for working families to afford.  Not living 
WELL… just LIVING; just getting by.   
 
And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary. 
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You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose SECOND job is preceded by a 
second SHIFT at her FIRST job…. 
In the juddering hand of the bus driver signing the paperwork for a payday loan…. 
 
In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents mustering brave faces in front 
of their sons and daughters… in the WORK that just goes into just hiding the fear 
that they won’t be able to attain a better life.   
 
As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top, stories like these are becoming 
more common and less isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.   
 
If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining characteristic of our societies… 
It won’t be prosperity and opportunity… tragically, it will tragically be the inequality 
and the cost-of-living crisis.   
 
I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.   
 
I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a burden: the exasperation that 
comes from knowing the gravity of this threat – a generation’s prospects at risk of 
being forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to act in its faceresponse.  
 
The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  But it isn’t.  It never has been.   
 
Indeed, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS gravitate towards decency, 
inclusion and progress.  And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to see 
that – go walk around a neighborhood in Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a 
mosque… You can see the trust people put in one another every day; the value 
people place in simple moral action.   
 
So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so difficult? 
 
In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisiscrises, part of the issue is scope: 
the problem seems so difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 
tempted to throw their hands up and declare that nothing can be done about it. 
 
But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the case with many injustices in 
history, there are people – small in number but outsize supersized in power – who 
benefit from the status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices seem 
louder… more confident and authoritative… and those of everyday people get 
drowned out.   
 
In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made to feel that their voice doesn’t 
matter at all.     
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So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing, the cost of living is 
overwhelming – something people can see and feel every day – we’re told that even 
speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive… harmful, even.   
 
You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your country.   
Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to say – together – that Britons 
want a country that works for everyone.   
 
Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need to hear the truth spoken 
before they feel comfortable speaking it themselves.  
 
And there’s so much power that comes from speaking the truth… especially from 
speaking HARD truths.    
 
That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through a series of falsehoods…false 
CHOICES in that assign mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be compleimentary.   
 
We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and shared…. 
 
That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a tough economy, and still balance 
a budget…. 
 
That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve anything at all if we dare to 
advance policies which are bold and morally right. 
 
In the lead-up to the election for New York City Mayor last year, the voices of the 
status quo gave voters another false choice: support my candidacy … OR vote for 
someone with a real shot at winning. 
 
I am here before you today because the people of New York City rejected the lazy 
logic of false–choice politics.   
 
I want to tell you how it happened.   
 
I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front steps of my home in Brooklyn 
in January 2013.  A few hundred people were there with me… the earliest believers 
in our campaign. 
 
We were brought together by a deep concern: that New York had become a Tale of 
Two Cities; a place where a few were doing very well, but millions of working 
people were struggling to live amidst spiking inequality and a rising cost of living.   
 
It threatened to degrade New York’s status as a place in the world.   
 
The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone so brightly across our five 
boroughs and out into the world was dimming.    
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We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was unspoken, we saw on our 
neighbors’ faces: the weight of worry about a future of diminished possibilities… For 
themselves… their families… their children.   
 
And we knew the policies of the status quo were exacerbating the problem rather 
than addressing it. 
 
But though our mission was in many ways somber, our mood that day was not.  It 
was a grey, frigid afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and joy one 
would expect at a summer block party.  It was no doubt a strange sight to those 
passing by.   
 
There was a feeling that something special was happening that made the chill 
tolerable.  It came from having found in one another a group of people who spoke 
the same truth about our Tale of Two Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it 
posed.  
 
There was a sense of relief that came from learning we weren’t alone in our beliefs… 
a lifting of lonely burdens.  
 
There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came from accepting a mutual 
responsibility to act, together, against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 
was achievable, no matter the odds.   
 
Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt like the total number of those in 
the city who had HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front of my home 
that day… And my house is not very big.   
 
And not only were other candidates for mayor better known, they espoused ideas 
that were seen as more politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the status 
quo.   
 
But it was never my intention to nibble around the edges with policies of timid 
maintenance; I ran to take dead aim at the crisis of our time.  And I became Mayor 
because everyday New Yorkers, too, were hungry to break from an era that was 
leaving millions behind.   
 
Our campaign was powered by people of every race, every age, every income 
bracket.  And yes, even many New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 
our fight against rising inequality.  They wanted the next generation of New Yorkers 
to have the same opportunities the city had given them.   
 
We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers learned that we were fighting 
for a government that would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 
opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… And grew.   
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We worked – together – as activists, to spread the word.   
 
 
And so in living rooms and parks… in retirement communities and residence halls… 
on Twitter and Facebook… people were hearing from one another for the first time 
things they already knew in their own hearts to be true… and they were learning of 
the POWER that could come when they spoke out themselves.  
 
THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a few hundred souls gathered on 
that blustery Brooklyn day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on ELECTION day.      
 
And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end when the votes were tallied. 
 
The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive our Administration: a 
constant push for bold action; a willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an 
agenda set by listening to the PEOPLE, not the powerful few.   
 
On With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s meant working aggressively 
to secure unprecedented access to free, full day early education programs for 4-
year-olds.   
 
We did this because study after study shows the great equalizing effect of early 
education.  But you don’t need to read an academic journal to get that: we all know 
access to quality education does so much to determine a person’s economic 
destiny… and as with most matters of destiny, timing is everything.   
 
Now, to give you some context on the politics we faced when trying to expand early 
education for families, I’d like to read you two assessments from New York 
newspapers, published almost exactly one year apart.     
 
In September 2013, a few months before I was elected Mayor… the New York Daily 
News wrote “[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for four-year-
olds…has little chance of becoming a reality.” 
 
Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times QUOTE “51,000 Answer de 
Blasio’s Bell for New Pre-K.”  
 
Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids who have been signed up for 
these programs.  That’s three thousand MORE than the number said to be 
impossible just one year ago.   
 
It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a better path to success… And all 
of their mothers and fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to experience 
the comfort… the joy… that comes from seeing the shine of brighter futures.   



 7 

It’s hard to express how much that means for the working people of our city.  But it’s 
also not all we’ve done in our first few months in office.   
 
We’ve enacted measures to give over 1 million more New Yorkers the right to paid 
sick leave, ensuring people won’t lose a paycheck – or a job – because of illness or 
injury 
 
We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing for 500,000 New Yorkers over 
the next decade.  That’s more than the total population of the City of Bristol… Or of 
Miami, for anyone watching back home.   
 
We ended what had been one of the saddest manifestations of inequality by 
reforming racially biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New Yorkers are 
granted the basic right of walking down the street without fear of being hassled by 
authorities. 
 
And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on a contract with our city 
teachers – educators who had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In all 
that time, the good men and women charged with safeguarding the futures of our 
children had enjoyed little security when it came to their own futures.  
 
We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual respect, because RESPECT for 
working men and women is a core principle that all GOOD governments live by.   It 
was a fair deal for teachers – offering increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But 
it also generated important savings that labor was a partner in achieving.   Put 
simply: it was a good deal for the people of New York. 
 
So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an agenda of economic fairness 
can’t go hand-in-hand, tell them to come visit New York City.   
 
Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.   
 
I notice so many similarities between the UK I see today and the New York where I 
stood on that cold morning and announced my candidacy.   
 
In comes through so clearly, even across great physical distance: the people of the 
UK are ready for bold, progressive change.   
 
And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in New York City from a campaign 
so humble in its origins, imagine the feats that can come fromoriginate in this great 
hall!   
 
But there’s a more sobering parallel I see as well…. It’s in the deepness depth and 
extent of the crisis that we share.   
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The numbers are alarming: in the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in top 
0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 times that of someone in the bottom 
90%.  [2011, World Income Database].     
 
The Guardian recently reported that the five richest families in the UK have more 
wealth than the entire bottom 20% of the country.  And, as is the case in New York 
City, the trend has been moving sharply in the wrong direction.  According to a 
study published by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% (point one 
percent) of Britons have grown four times faster than those of the bottom 90%.   
Now let’s be clear: there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  I’m happy to 
celebrate the success of those who’ve earned it.  But a status quo that leaves millions 
of people behind is precluding so many success stories from being written.   
 
And the stories of those struggling the hardest – those of unpaid bills and sleepless 
nights – don’t fully illuminate the severity of this crisis. 
 
Mounting disparities in income create ripple effects that undermine whole 
economies.  Here is just one example of how: 
 
The Financial Times recently concluded that the income gap between America’s 
richest and poorest metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever been, but 
that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping an uneven housing recovery that 
threatens to hold back the broader revival of the world’s largest economy.” 
 
Indeed, in an increasingly interconnected world, a system grounded in exclusivity is 
not sustainable for ANYONE, including those at the very top.  It is a problem that 
hurts EVERYONE, whether they get it or not.  
 
This Conservative government certainly doesn’t seem to get it.  Their top-down 
policies are making things harder for working people every day.   
 
Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds of this crisis, the most painful 
might be their tax code. 
 
Instead of giving working families the leg-up they deserve, they gave billions of tax 
cuts to the wealthiest with the vague hope that money will would magically trickle 
down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s an approach we call voodoo 
economics.  I have no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more elegant in a British 
accent than an American one, but in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that 
doesn’t work.   
 
So let me tell you about what does work.  And you don’t have to look far to see it.  In 
fact, you heard it at your own conference last night. 
 
Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the challenges, and the opportunities this 
moment in history creates for the British people. 
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it comes to addressing the crisis 
of our time.  He has a BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: “I’m not 
talking about changing a policy, or simply a different programme. But something 
that is bigger: transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is run.”  
 
Indeed, he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told this conference LAST 
YEAR: “We have to rebuild anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, a 
society based on your values, a politics that hears your voice – rich and poor alike – 
accepting their responsibilities to each other.” 
Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for everyone.  He will govern for Britons with 
second jobs and second mortgages, not just those with second homes.   
 
He believes in politics of the MANY, not the few…  
 
Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party understands – the true cost of a status 
quo that puts a barrier between working people and prosperity…  the drag it creates 
on the economy… and on the lives of families.   
 
And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it has an agenda that puts 
themtranslates values into action.  Not political talk, but a real plan that reforms the 
crux of the economy to make Britain work for everyone. 
 
Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard work over existing wealth and 
power.  A plan to end the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for the 
wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million middle and working class 
people….   
 
A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not curtails – the NHS so that quality 
healthcare remains a right and not a privilege…  
 
A plan that puts working people ahead of big corporations by controlling energy 
costs, and taking unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
 
And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child care to working parents of 3- 
and 4-year olds, and another to expand after school programs, so that ALL kids can 
get on a path to success and opportunity early… and stay there. 
 
This agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more prosperous, STRONGER United 
Kingdom will look like.  
 
It recognizes that everyone’s future… Every child’s future… MATTERS. 
 
That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you WILL win! 
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The upcoming election represents a choice for the people of your country: build a 
United Kingdom that rewards hard work and ensures the next generation does 
better… Or continue down a path where a privileged few do very well, while 
everyone else is left to fend for themselves. 
 
To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to people in this room… and as I know 
it will become to everyday people across this country.   
 
But to those on the other side, who argue things work BETTER when opportunity is 
scarce and exclusive, I offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social Darwinist.   
 
Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that yours or any country ever 
produced, put it this way: “If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 
nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.” 
 
Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one that says we can only move 
forward if some are left behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one should.   
 
The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I can assure you of that.  That 
distinct histories written on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 
facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its profound scale.   
 
But you have the power to overcome it. 
 
If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, its power will erode.  
  
If you speak hard truths, others will listen. 
 
If you empower the great people of your country to speak THEIR truths, to speak 
out, to stand up and ACT in the face of this crisis, then there is so much good that 
you can achieve, together.   
 
And I believe you will.  
 
Thank you! 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:
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Mayor Bill de Blasio 
Labour Party Conference Remarks  
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths” 
Draft 24 – September 23nd, 10:10AM 
 
It’s such an honor to be here with the people who make this Labour Party what it is.  
From the rising stars that will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next year… to the 
everyday activists whose unflinching passion and energy will fuel the campaign.  
 
Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s clear to me, even across five time 
zones and an ocean, that this group is working towards something special…. 
something important.  
 
It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This city was at the forefront of the 
innovation and ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping shape the 
contours of the modern economy that we know today.   
 
It shares a special status in history with the city I love and am so honored to lead.  
Both are places where big ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded like 
in few others in the world.   
 
It is also among the first places in the world to foster a working class… and among 
the first where working people empowered themselves to take part in the political 
process.  It’s no wonder then that Manchester is a place where hard truths are 
deeply understood and spoken out.    
 
I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this gathering because yours is a 
party BORN out of working people attaining the right to vote… a party that EXISTS 
to fight for working families and forcefully address their needs. 
 
Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in its DNA… Yours is a party 
grounded in the idea that everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should be left 
behind.   
 
THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of progressive leaders and defined by 
bold ideas.  You stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more prosperous United 
Kingdom; to make the UK a place where opportunity is a RIGHT granted to all, not a 
GIFT for the fortunate few.  
 
THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions who feel like they are treading 
water… Working harder and harder but feeling less and less secure about the future.  
 
THIS Labour Party has the moral compass -- and the backbone -- to fight for an 
economy... a country… that works for working people… for EVERYONE.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of inertia… That resigned mindset that 
says the next generation is destined to do worse than this one.   
 
By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we owe it to our children to do 
better … to live up to the most basic promise we make to the people we serve.    
 
I say that as someone charged with the duty of overseeing New York’s public 
schools, where over one million kids in grades 12 and under learn and grow.   
 
I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my own, Dante and Chiara, who 
have attended those schools for most of their young lives.   
 
There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    
 
Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy…  than watching my children grow, 
knowing they can be WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The boundaries 
of their future are determined only by how hard they work and how big they dream.   
 
If we accept a future – or a present – where parents can’t look their kids in the eyes 
and tell them they have a shot at something better, then we break the promise of 
civilized society…. We deprive our children – AND their parents -- of so much.   
 
Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis of our time.  We see it in the 
form of a status quo that works very well for a few fortunate souls, but leaves 
everyday working people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  
 
I’ve spoken about growing inequality and the rising cost of living reaching crisis 
levels in New York, and it’s just as true here.  And I know the people in this room 
GET that.  
 
And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a cost of living crisis.  It’s not 
about penthouse flats, Bentleys or five-star holidays.  The people who can afford 
THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well under this Conservative government.    
 
But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit and heated, securing a safe 
place for young kids to learn during the day… THESE things are becoming more and 
more costly.   We’re not talking about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 
ESSENTIALS that people need to live.  
 
Living ITSELF is getting harder and harder for working families to afford.  Not living 
WELL… just LIVING; just getting by.   
 
And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary. 
 
You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose SECOND job is preceded by a 
second SHIFT at her FIRST job…. 
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In the juddering hand of the bus driver signing the paperwork for a payday loan…. 
 
In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents mustering brave faces in front 
of their son and daughter… in the WORK that goes into just hiding the fear that they 
won’t be able to attain a better life.   
 
As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top, stories like these are becoming 
more common and less isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.   
 
If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining characteristic of our societies… 
It won’t be prosperity and opportunity… tragically, it will be the inequality and cost-
of-living crisis.   
 
I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.   
 
I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a burden: the exasperation that 
comes from knowing the gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 
forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to act in response.  
 
The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  But it isn’t.  It never has been.   
 
Indeed, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS gravitate towards decency, 
inclusion and progress.  And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to see 
that – go walk around a neighborhood in Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a 
mosque… You can see the trust people put in one another every day; the value 
people place in simple moral action.   
 
So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so difficult? 
 
In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis, part of the issue is scope: the 
problem seems so difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be tempted to 
throw their hands up and declare that nothing can be done about it. 
 
But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the case with many injustices in 
history, there are people – small in number but oversized in power – who benefit 
from the status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices seem louder… more 
confident and authoritative… and those of everyday people get drowned out.   
 
In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made to feel that their voice doesn’t 
matter at all.     
 
So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing, the cost of living is 
overwhelming – something people can see and feel every day – we’re told that even 
speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive… harmful, even.   
 
You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your country.   
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Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to say – together – that Britons 
want a country that works for everyone.   
 
Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need to hear the truth spoken 
before they feel comfortable speaking it themselves.  
 
And there’s so much power that comes from speaking the truth… especially from 
speaking HARD truths.    
 
That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through a series of falsehoods…false 
CHOICES that assign mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be complementary.   
 
We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and shared…. 
 
That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a tough economy, and still balance 
a budget…. 
 
That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve anything at all if we dare to 
advance policies which are bold and morally right. 
 
In the lead-up to the election for New York City Mayor last year, the voices of the 
status quo gave voters another false choice: support my candidacy … OR vote for 
someone with a real shot at winning. 
 
I am here before you today because the people of New York City rejected the lazy 
logic of false–choice politics.   
 
I want to tell you how it happened.   
 
I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front steps of my home in Brooklyn 
in January 2013.  A few hundred people were there with me… the earliest believers 
in our campaign. 
 
We were brought together by a deep concern: that New York had become a Tale of 
Two Cities; a place where a few were doing very well, but millions of working 
people were struggling to live amidst spiking inequality and a rising cost of living.   
 
It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the world.   
 
The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone so brightly across our five 
boroughs and out into the world was dimming.    
 
We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was unspoken, we saw on our 
neighbors’ faces: the weight of worry about a future of diminished possibilities… For 
themselves… their families… their children.   
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And we knew the policies of the status quo were exacerbating the problem rather 
than addressing it. 
 
But though our mission was in many ways somber, our mood that day was not.  It 
was a grey, frigid afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and joy one 
would expect at a summer block party.  It was no doubt a strange sight to those 
passing by.   
 
There was a feeling that something special was happening that made the chill 
tolerable.  It came from having found in one another a group of people who spoke 
the same truth about our Tale of Two Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it 
posed.  
 
There was a sense of relief that came from learning we weren’t alone in our beliefs… 
a lifting of lonely burdens.  
 
There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came from accepting a mutual 
responsibility to act, together, against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 
was achievable, no matter the odds.   
 
Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt like the total number of those in 
the city who had HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front of my home 
that day… And my house is not very big.   
 
And not only were other candidates for mayor better known, they espoused ideas 
that were seen as more politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the status 
quo.   
 
But it was never my intention to nibble around the edges with policies of timid 
maintenance; I ran to take dead aim at the crisis of our time.  And I became Mayor 
because everyday New Yorkers, too, were hungry to break from an era that was 
leaving millions behind.   
 
Our campaign was powered by people of every race, every age, every income 
bracket.  And yes, even many New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 
our fight against rising inequality.  They wanted the next generation of New Yorkers 
to have the same opportunities the city had given them.   
 
We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers learned that we were fighting 
for a government that would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 
opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… And grew.   
 
We worked – together – as activists, to spread the word.   
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And so in living rooms and parks… in retirement communities and residence halls… 
on Twitter and Facebook… people were hearing from one another for the first time 
things they already knew in their own hearts to be true… and they were learning of 
the POWER that could come when they spoke out themselves.  
 
THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a few hundred souls gathered on 
that blustery Brooklyn day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on ELECTION day.      
 
And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end when the votes were tallied. 
 
The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive our Administration: a 
constant push for bold action; a willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an 
agenda set by listening to the PEOPLE, not the powerful few.   
 
With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s meant working aggressively to 
secure unprecedented access to free, full day early education programs for 4-year-
olds.   
 
We did this because study after study shows the great equalizing effect of early 
education.  But you don’t need to read an academic journal to get that: we all know 
access to quality education does so much to determine a person’s economic 
destiny… and as with most matters of destiny, timing is everything.   
 
Now, to give you some context on the politics we faced when trying to expand early 
education for families, I’d like to read you two assessments from New York 
newspapers, published almost exactly one year apart.     
 
In September 2013, a few months before I was elected Mayor… the New York Daily 
News wrote “[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for four-year-
olds…has little chance of becoming a reality.” 
 
Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times QUOTE “51,000 Answer de 
Blasio’s Bell for New Pre-K.”  
 
Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids who have been signed up for 
these programs.  That’s three thousand MORE than the number said to be 
impossible just one year ago.   
 
It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a better path to success… And all 
of their mothers and fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to experience 
the comfort… the joy… that comes from seeing the shine of brighter futures.   
It’s hard to express how much that means for the working people of our city.  But it’s 
also not all we’ve done in our first few months in office.   
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We’ve enacted measures to give over 1 million more New Yorkers the right to paid 
sick leave, ensuring people won’t lose a paycheck – or a job – because of illness or 
injury 
We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing for 500,000 New Yorkers over 
the next decade.  That’s more than the total population of the City of Bristol… Or of 
Miami, for anyone watching back home.   
 
We ended what had been one of the saddest manifestations of inequality by 
reforming racially biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New Yorkers are 
granted the basic right of walking down the street without fear of being hassled by 
authorities. 
 
And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on a contract with our city 
teachers – educators who had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In all 
that time, the good men and women charged with safeguarding the futures of our 
children had enjoyed little security when it came to their own futures.  
 
We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual respect, because RESPECT for 
working men and women is a core principle that all GOOD governments live by.   It 
was a fair deal for teachers – offering increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But 
it also generated important savings that labor was a partner in achieving.   Put 
simply: it was a good deal for the people of New York. 
 
So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an agenda of economic fairness 
can’t go hand-in-hand, tell them to come visit New York City.   
 
Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.   
 
I notice so many similarities between the UK I see today and the New York where I 
stood on that cold morning and announced my candidacy.   
 
In comes through so clearly, even across great physical distance: the people of the 
UK are ready for bold, progressive change.   
 
And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in New York City from a campaign 
so humble in its origins, imagine the feats that can come from this great hall!   
 
But there’s a more sobering parallel I see as well…. It’s in the deepness of the crisis 
that we share.   
 
The numbers are alarming: in the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in top 
0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 times that of someone in the bottom 
90%.  [2011, World Income Database].     
 
The Guardian recently reported that the five richest families in the UK have more 
wealth than the entire bottom 20% of the country.  And, as is the case in New York 
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City, the trend has been moving sharply in the wrong direction.  According to a 
study published by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% (point one 
percent) of Britons have grown four times faster than those of the bottom 90%.   
Now let’s be clear: there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  I’m happy to 
celebrate the success of those who’ve earned it.  But a status quo that leaves millions 
of people behind is precluding so many success stories from being written.   
 
And the stories of those struggling the hardest – those of unpaid bills and sleepless 
nights – don’t fully illuminate the severity of this crisis. 
 
Mounting disparities in income create ripple effects that undermine whole 
economies.  Here is just one example of how: 
 
The Financial Times recently concluded that the income gap between America’s 
richest and poorest metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever been, but 
that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping an uneven housing recovery that 
threatens to hold back the broader revival of the world’s largest economy.” 
 
Indeed, in an increasingly interconnected world, a system grounded in exclusivity is 
not sustainable for ANYONE, including those at the very top.  It is a problem that 
hurts EVERYONE, whether they get it or not.  
 
This Conservative government certainly doesn’t seem to get it.  Their top-down 
policies are making things harder for working people every day.   
 
Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds of this crisis, the most painful 
might be their tax code. 
 
Instead of giving working families the leg-up they deserve, they gave billions of tax 
cuts to the wealthiest with the vague hope that money will magically trickle down to 
everyone else.  In my country, that’s an approach we call voodoo economics.  I have 
no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more elegant in a British accent than an 
American one, but in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t work.   
 
So let me tell you about what does work.  And you don’t have to look far to see it.  In 
fact, you heard it at your own conference last night. 
 
Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the challenges, and the opportunities this 
moment in history creates for the British people. 
 
He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it comes to addressing the crisis 
of our time.  He has a BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: “I’m not 
talking about changing a policy, or simply a different programme. But something 
that is bigger: transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is run.”  
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Indeed, he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told this conference LAST 
YEAR: “We have to rebuild anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, a 
society based on your values, a politics that hears your voice – rich and poor alike – 
accepting their responsibilities to each other.” 
Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for everyone.  He will govern for Britons with 
second jobs and second mortgages, not just those with second homes.   
 
He believes in politics of the MANY, not the few…  
 
Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party understands – the true cost of a status 
quo that puts a barrier between working people and prosperity…  the drag it creates 
on the economy… and on the lives of families.   
 
And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it has an agenda that translates 
values into action.  Not political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of the 
economy to make Britain work for everyone. 
 
Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard work over existing wealth and 
power.  A plan to end the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for the 
wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million middle and working class 
people….   
 
A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not curtails – the NHS so that quality 
healthcare remains a right and not a privilege…  
 
A plan that puts working people ahead of big corporations by controlling energy 
costs, and taking unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
 
And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child care to working parents of 3- 
and 4-year olds, and another to expand after school programs, so that ALL kids can 
get on a path to success and opportunity early… and stay there. 
 
This agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more prosperous, STRONGER United 
Kingdom will look like.  
 
It recognizes that everyone’s future… Every child’s future… MATTERS. 
 
That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you WILL win! 
 
The upcoming election represents a choice for the people of your country: build a 
United Kingdom that rewards hard work and ensures the next generation does 
better… Or continue down a path where a privileged few do very well, while 
everyone else is left to fend for themselves. 
 
To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to people in this room… and as I know 
it will become to everyday people across this country.   
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But to those on the other side, who argue things work BETTER when opportunity is 
scarce and exclusive, I offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social Darwinist.   
 
Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that yours or any country ever 
produced, put it this way: “If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 
nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.” 
 
Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one that says we can only move 
forward if some are left behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one should.   
 
The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I can assure you of that.  That 
distinct histories written on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 
facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its profound scale.   
 
But you have the power to overcome it. 
 
If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, its power will erode.  
  
If you speak hard truths, others will listen. 
 
If you empower the great people of your country to speak THEIR truths, to speak 
out, to stand up and ACT in the face of this crisis, then there is so much good that 
you can achieve, together.   
 
And I believe you will.  
 
Thank you! 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Okay.  Glad you like the edits.  Happy to run through a later version.  Very rousing
speech, btw.  It was fun to read!
 
Laurel Kallen
Speechwriter
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212 341 5391
Cell:  917 655 7578
lkallen@cityhall.nyc.gov
 
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Here is the complete speech. Can I run through it a second time?
 
Laurel Kallen
Speechwriter
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212 341 5391
Cell:  917 655 7578
lkallen@cityhall.nyc.gov
 
 
 



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

On page 6.  Can I have a few more minutes?
 
Laurel Kallen
Speechwriter
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212 341 5391
Cell:  917 655 7578
lkallen@cityhall.nyc.gov
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I don’t see any major problems so far, so it shouldn’t take
me very long.  Stand by.
 
Laurel Kallen
Speechwriter
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212 341 5391
Cell:  917 655 7578
lkallen@cityhall.nyc.gov
 
 
 
 



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Oh, that’s a relief.  I much prefer to take my
time with proofreading.  Thanks.
 
Laurel Kallen
Speechwriter
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212 341 5391
Cell:  917 655 7578
lkallen@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Just now checking my email.  Will
proofread the speech right now.
 
Laurel Kallen
Speechwriter
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212 341 5391
Cell:  917 655 7578
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Labour Party Conference Remarks 
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths”
Draft 24 – September 23nd, 10:10AM

It’s such an honor to be here with the people who 

make this Labour Party what it is.  From the rising 

stars that will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next

year… to the everyday activists whose unflinching 

passion and energy will fuel the campaign. 

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 
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It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like in few others in the world.  
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It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

working class… and among the first where working 

people empowered themselves to take part in the 

political process.  It’s no wonder then that Manchester 

is a place where hard truths are deeply understood and 

spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and 

forcefully address their needs.
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom; to make the UK a place 

where opportunity is a RIGHT granted to all, not a 

GIFT for the fortunate few. 

THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future. 
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THIS Labour Party has the moral compass -- and the 

backbone -- to fight for an economy... a country… that

works for working people… for EVERYONE. 

And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.
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I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s public schools, where over 

one million kids in grades 12 and under learn and 

grow.

I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my 

own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 

schools for most of their young lives.  

There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    

Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy… than

watching my children grow, knowing they can be 

WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The 

boundaries of their future are determined only by how 

hard they work and how big they dream.  
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If we accept a future – or a present – where parents

can’t look their kids in the eyes and tell them they 

have a shot at something better, then we break the

promise of civilized society…. We deprive our 

children – AND their parents -- of so much.  

Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time. We see it in the form of a status quo that 

works very well for a few fortunate souls, but leaves 

everyday working people caught in a cost-of-living 

crisis.  

I’ve spoken about growing inequality and the rising 

cost of living reaching crisis levels in New York, and 

it’s just as true here.  And I know the people in this 

room GET that.  
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And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost of living crisis.  It’s not about penthouse flats, 

Bentleys or five-star holidays. The people who can 

afford THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well 

under this Conservative government.   

But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for young kids to 

learn during the day… THESE things are becoming 

more and more costly.   We’re not talking about 

luxuries, or even conveniences, but the ESSENTIALS

that people need to live. 

Living ITSELF is getting harder and harder for 

working families to afford. Not living WELL… just

LIVING; just getting by.
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And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.

You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job…. 

In the juddering hand of the bus driver signing the

paperwork for a payday loan….

In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents 

mustering brave faces in front of their son and 

daughter… in the WORK that goes into just hiding the

fear that they won’t be able to attain a better life.  
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As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top,

stories like these are becoming more common and less 

isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.

If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining 

characteristic of our societies… It won’t be prosperity 

and opportunity… tragically, it will be the inequality 

and cost-of-living crisis.

I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.

I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.
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The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  

Indeed, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS

gravitate towards decency, inclusion and progress.

And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to 

see that – go walk around a neighborhood in 

Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a mosque… 

You can see the trust people put in one another every 

day; the value people place in simple moral action.  

So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult? 
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In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.

But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices in history, there are people – 

small in number but oversized in power – who benefit 

from the status quo, and they work to maintain it.  

Their voices seem louder… more confident and 

authoritative… and those of everyday people get 

drowned out.  
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In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voice doesn’t matter at all.  

So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing, the 

cost of living is overwhelming – something people can 

see and feel every day – we’re told that even speaking 

of this problem is unconstructive, divisive… harmful, 

even.  

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   

Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons want a country that works 

for everyone.  
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Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 

And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    

That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  

We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared…. 
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That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget…. 

That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies which 

are bold and morally right. 

In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support my candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.

I am here before you today because the people of New 

York City rejected the lazy logic of false–choice 

politics.   



 16 

I want to tell you how it happened.  

I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign. 

We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling to live amidst spiking 

inequality and a rising cost of living.

It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the 

world.  
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The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across our five boroughs and out into the 

world was dimming.    

We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities…

For themselves… their families… their children.  

And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.
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But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and 

joy one would expect at a summer block party.  It was 

no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  

There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  

There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  
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There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  

Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.

And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  
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But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became

Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry to break from an era that was leaving millions 

behind.  

Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  
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We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  

We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word.  
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And so in living rooms and parks… in retirement 

communities and residence halls… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another for

the first time things they already knew in their own

hearts to be true… and they were learning of the 

POWER that could come when they spoke out 

themselves. 

THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.
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The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE, not the powerful few.   

With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 

access to free, full day early education programs for 4-

year-olds.

We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  
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Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand early education for 

families, I’d like to read you two assessments from 

New York newspapers, published almost exactly one 

year apart.     

In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote “[The] 

promise to create 48,000 educational slots for four-

year-olds…has little chance of becoming a reality.”

Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 
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Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 

three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and 

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.

It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  



 26 

We’ve enacted measures to give over 1 million more

New Yorkers the right to paid sick leave, ensuring 

people won’t lose a paycheck – or a job – because of 

illness or injury

We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.

That’s more than the total population of the City of 

Bristol… Or of Miami, for anyone watching back 

home.
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We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 

And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on 

a contract with our city teachers – educators who had 

gone without a contract for nearly five years. In all 

that time, the good men and women charged with 

safeguarding the futures of our children had enjoyed 

little security when it came to their own futures.
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We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 

achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 

So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  

Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  
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I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

morning and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  

And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!

But there’s a more sobering parallel I see as well…. 

It’s in the deepness of the crisis that we share.  
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The numbers are alarming: in the UK, in 2011, the 

average income of an adult in top 0.1 % (point one 

percent) was more than 70 times that of someone in

the bottom 90%.  [2011, World Income Database]. 

The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country. And, as is the case in 

New York City, the trend has been moving sharply in 

the wrong direction. According to a study published 

by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1%

(point one percent) of Britons have grown four times 

faster than those of the bottom 90%.   
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Now let’s be clear: there’s nothing wrong with 

attaining wealth. I’m happy to celebrate the success of 

those who’ve earned it.  But a status quo that leaves 

millions of people behind is precluding so many 

success stories from being written.

And the stories of those struggling the hardest – those 

of unpaid bills and sleepless nights – don’t fully 

illuminate the severity of this crisis.

Mounting disparities in income create ripple effects 

that undermine whole economies. Here is just one 

example of how:
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The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever

been, but that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping 

an uneven housing recovery that threatens to hold 

back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.” 

Indeed, in an increasingly interconnected world, a 

system grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for 

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  It is a 

problem that hurts EVERYONE, whether they get it 

or not. 
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This Conservative government certainly doesn’t seem 

to get it.  Their top-down policies are making things 

harder for working people every day.  

Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds 

of this crisis, the most painful might be their tax code.

Instead of giving working families the leg-up they 

deserve, they gave billions of tax cuts to the wealthiest 

with the vague hope that money will magically trickle 

down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s an 

approach we call voodoo economics. I have no doubt 

the word “voodoo” sounds more elegant in a British 

accent than an American one, but in any intonation, 

we know it’s a policy that doesn’t work.  
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So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last night.

Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 

He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: 

“I’m not talking about changing a policy, or simply a 

different programme. But something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is 

run.”  
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Indeed, he knows well what needs to be done.  As he 

told this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to 

rebuild anew One Nation. An economy built on your 

success, a society based on your values, a politics that 

hears your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”

Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for everyone.  

He will govern for Britons with second jobs and 

second mortgages, not just those with second homes.  

He believes in politics of the MANY, not the few… 
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Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity…  the 

drag it creates on the economy… and on the lives of

families.  

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action.  Not 

political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy to make Britain work for everyone. 

Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for 

the wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million 

middle and working class people….   
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A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 

And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child 

care to working parents of 3- and 4-year olds, and 

another to expand after school programs, so that ALL 

kids can get on a path to success and opportunity 

early… and stay there.
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This agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  

It recognizes that everyone’s future… Every child’s 

future… MATTERS. 

That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!

The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path where a 

privileged few do very well, while everyone else is left 

to fend for themselves.
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To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to 

everyday people across this country.  

But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I 

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  

Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”
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Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  

The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale.  

But you have the power to overcome it.

If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 
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If you speak hard truths, others will listen.

If you empower the great people of your country to 

speak THEIR truths, to speak out, to stand up and 

ACT in the face of this crisis, then there is so much 

good that you can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Labour Party Conference Remarks 
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths”
Draft 25 – September 23nd, 1:00 PM

It’s such an honor to be here with the people who 

make this Labour Party what it is.  From the rising 

stars who will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next

year… to the everyday activists whose unflinching 

passion and energy will fuel the campaign. 

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 
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It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like few others in the world.  
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It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

working class… and among the first where working 

people empowered themselves to take part in the 

political process.  It’s no wonder then that Manchester 

is a place where hard truths are deeply understood and 

spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and 

forcefully address their needs.
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom.  

THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future. 
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THIS Labour Party has the moral compass -- and the 

backbone -- to fight for an economy... a country… that

works for working people.  

And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.
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I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s public schools, where over 

one million kids in grades 12 and under learn and 

grow.

I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my 

own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 

schools for most of their young lives.  

There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    

Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy… than

watching my children grow, knowing they can be 

WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The 

boundaries of their future are determined only by how 

hard they work and how big they dream.  
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If we accept a future – or a present – where parents

can’t look their kids in the eyes and tell them they 

have a shot at something better, then we break the

promise of civilized society…. We deprive our 

children – AND their parents -- of so much.  

Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time in New York City. It’s true here as well

The numbers speak for themselves.

In the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in 

top 0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 times 

that of someone in the bottom 90%.  [2011, World 

Income Database]. 
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country. And, as is the case in 

New York City, the trend has been moving sharply in 

the wrong direction. According to a study published 

by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% 

(point one percent) of Britons have grown four times 

faster than those of the bottom 90%.   

Now let’s be clear: there’s nothing wrong with 

attaining wealth.  I’m happy to celebrate the success of 

those who’ve earned it. But this crisis is keeping so 

many from writing their OWN success stories.
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Indeed, this status quo offers only the narrowest path

to opportunity.  Instead, it leaves everyday working 

people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  

And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost of living crisis.  It’s not about penthouse flats, 

Bentleys or five-star holidays. The people who can 

afford THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well 

under this Conservative government.   

But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for young kids to 

learn during the day… THESE things are becoming 

more and more costly.   We’re not talking about 

luxuries, or even conveniences, but the ESSENTIALS

that people need to live. 
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LIVING itself is getting harder and harder for working 

families to afford. Not living WELL… just LIVING; 

just getting by.

And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.

You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job…. 

In the shaky hand of the bus driver signing the 

paperwork for a payday loan….
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In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents 

mustering brave faces in front of their son and 

daughter… in the WORK that goes into just hiding the

fear that they won’t be able to attain a better life.  

As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top,

stories like these are becoming more common and less 

isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.

If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining 

characteristic of our societies… It won’t be prosperity 

and opportunity… tragically, it will be the inequality 

and cost-of-living crisis.

I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.
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I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.

The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  

Rather, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS

gravitate towards decency, inclusion and progress.

And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to 

see that – go walk around a neighborhood in 

Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a mosque… 

You can see the trust people put in one another every 

day; the value people place in simple moral action.  
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So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult? 

In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.

But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices in history, there are people – 

small in number but oversized in power – who benefit 

from the status quo, and they work to maintain it.  

Their voices seem louder… more confident and 

authoritative… and those of everyday people get 

drowned out.  
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In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voice doesn’t matter at all.  

So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing and 

the cost of living is overwhelming – something people 

can see and feel every day – we’re told that even 

speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive…

harmful, even.  

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   
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Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons deserve something better.  

Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 

And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    

That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  
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We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared…. 

That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget…. 

That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies which 

are bold and morally right. 

In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support MY candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.
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Well, I am here before you today because the people 

of New York City rejected the lazy logic of false–

choice politics.   

I want to tell you how it happened.  

I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign. 

We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling. 
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It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the 

world.  

The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across our five boroughs and out into the 

world was dimming.    

We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities.  

And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.
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But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and 

joy one would expect at a summer block party.  It was 

no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  

There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  

There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  
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There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  

Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.

And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  
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But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became

Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry for a clean break from the status quo.  

Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  
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We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  

We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word. 

And so in living rooms and parks… in retirement 

communities and residence halls… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another for

the first time things they already knew in their own

hearts to be true… and they were learning of the 

POWER that could come when they spoke out 

themselves. 
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THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.

The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE.   
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With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 

access to free, full day early education programs for 4-

year-olds.

We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  
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Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand early education for 

families, I’d like to read you two assessments from 

New York newspapers, published almost exactly one 

year apart.     

In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote “[The] 

promise to create 48,000 educational slots for four-

year-olds…has little chance of becoming a reality.”

Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 
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Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 

three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and 

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.

It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  
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We’ve enacted measures to give over 1 million more

New Yorkers the right to paid sick leave, ensuring 

people won’t lose a paycheck – or a job – because of 

illness or injury

We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.

That’s more than the total population of the City of 

Bristol… Or of Miami, for anyone watching back 

home.
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We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 

And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on 

a contract with our city teachers – educators who had 

gone without a contract for nearly five years. In all 

that time, the good men and women charged with 

safeguarding the futures of our children had enjoyed 

little security when it came to their own futures.
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We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 

achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 

So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  

Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  
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I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

morning and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  

And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!

The work you have in front of you is so important.  

And don’t let anyone talk you into underestimating the 

reach of the good you can do.  
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There is little basis for glib assertion from the other 

side that a progressive agenda is narrow in terms of 

whose lives it would improve.  

The opposite is true.  Mounting disparities in income 

create ripple effects that undermine whole 

economies. Here’s just one example of how: 

The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever

been, but that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping 

an uneven housing recovery that threatens to hold 

back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.” 
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Indeed, in an increasingly interconnected world, a 

system grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for 

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  

It is a problem that hurts EVERYONE, whether they 

get it or not.

But that also means a progressive agenda has the 

power to HELP EVERYONE, whether your 

opponents ACKNOWLEDGE it or not.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for this conservative 

government to do that.  Their top-down policies are 

making things harder for working people every day.  



 33 

Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds 

of this crisis, the most painful might be their tax code.

Instead of giving working families the leg-up they 

deserve, they gave billions of tax cuts to the wealthiest 

with the vague hope that money will magically trickle 

down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s an 

approach we call voodoo economics. I have no doubt 

the word “voodoo” sounds more elegant in a British 

accent than an American one, but in any intonation, 

we know it’s a policy that doesn’t work.  

So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last night.
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Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 

He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: 

“I’m not talking about changing a policy, or simply a 

different programme. But something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is 

run.”  
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Indeed, he knows well what needs to be done.  As he 

told this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to 

rebuild anew One Nation. An economy built on your 

success, a society based on your values, a politics that 

hears your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”

Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for Britons with 

second jobs and second mortgages, not just those with 

second homes.  

He believes in politics of the MANY, not the few… 
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Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity.

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action.  Not 

political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy to. 

Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for 

the wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million 

middle and working class people….   
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A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 

And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child 

care to working parents of 3- and 4-year olds, so that 

ALL kids can get on a path to success and opportunity 

early… and stay there.
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I speak from personal experience when I say that this

initiative in particular has the power to lift lives like 

few other steps governments can take.  It makes such a 

difference, for so many.  

Your agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  

That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!
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The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path of growing 

inequality and rising cost of living.

To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to

everyday people across this country.  

But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I 

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  
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Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”

Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  

The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale.  
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But you have the power to overcome it.

If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 

If you speak hard truths, others will listen.

If you empower the people of your great country to 

speak THEIR truths, to stand up and TO ACT in the 

face of this crisis, then there is so much good that you 

can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Labour Party Conference Remarks 
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths”
Draft 25 – September 23nd, 2:35PM

It’s such an honor to be here with the people who 

make this Labour Party what it is.  From the rising 

stars who will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next

year… to the everyday activists whose unflinching 

passion and energy will fuel the campaign. 

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 



 2 

It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like few others in the world.  
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It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

modern working class… and among the first where 

working people empowered themselves to take part in

the political process.  It’s no wonder then that 

Manchester is a place where hard truths are deeply 

understood and spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and 

forcefully address their needs. 
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom…. And to FIGHT for an 

economy... a country… that works for working 

people. 

THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.

I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s public schools, where over 

one million children 18 and under learn and grow.
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I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my 

own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 

schools for most of their young lives.  

There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    

Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy… than

watching my children grow, knowing they can be 

WHATEVER -- WHOEVER -- they want to be.  The 

boundaries of their future are determined only by how 

hard they work and how big they dream.  

If we accept a future – or a present – where parents

can’t look their kids in the eyes and tell them they 

have a shot at something better, then we break the

promise of civilized society…. We deprive our 

children – AND their parents -- of so much.  
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Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time in New York City. It’s true here as well. 

The numbers speak for themselves.

In the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in 

top 0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 times 

that of someone in the bottom 90%.  [2011, World 

Income Database]. 
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country. And, as is the case in 

New York City, the trend has been moving sharply in 

the wrong direction. According to a study published 

by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% 

(point one percent) of Britons have grown four times 

faster than those of the bottom 90%.   

Now, there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  

I’m happy to celebrate the success of those who’ve 

earned it. But this crisis is keeping so many from 

writing their OWN success stories. 
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Indeed, this status quo offers only the narrowest path

to opportunity.  Instead, it leaves everyday working 

people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  

And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost of living crisis.  It’s not about penthouse flats, 

Bentleys or five-star holidays. The people who can 

afford THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well 

under this Conservative government.   

But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for young kids to 

learn during the day… THESE things are becoming 

more and more costly.   We’re not talking about 

luxuries, or even conveniences, but the ESSENTIALS

that people need to live. 
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LIVING itself is getting harder and harder for working 

families to afford. Not living WELL… just LIVING; 

just getting by.

And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.

You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job…. 

In the shaky hand of the bus driver signing the 

paperwork for a payday loan….
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In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents 

mustering brave faces in front of their son and 

daughter… in the WORK that goes into just hiding the

fear that they won’t be able to attain a better life.  

As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top,

stories like these are becoming more common and less 

isolated to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.

If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining 

characteristic of our societies… It won’t be prosperity 

and opportunity… tragically, it will be the inequality 

and cost-of-living crisis.

I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.
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I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.

The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  

Rather, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS

gravitate towards decency, inclusion and progress.

And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to 

see that – go walk around a neighborhood in 

Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a mosque… 

You can see the trust people put in one another every 

day; the value people place in simple moral action.  
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So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult? 

In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.

But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices, there are people – small in 

number but oversized in power – who benefit from the

status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices 

seem louder… more confident and authoritative… and 

those of everyday people get drowned out.  
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In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voice doesn’t matter at all.  

So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing and 

the cost of living is overwhelming – something people 

can see and feel every day – we’re told that even 

speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive…

harmful, even.  

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   

Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons deserve something better.  
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Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 

And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    

That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  

We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared…. 
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That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget…. 

That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies which 

are bold and morally right. 

In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support MY candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.

Well, I am here before you today because the people 

of New York City rejected the lazy logic of false–

choice politics.   
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I want to tell you how it happened.  

I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign. 

We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling. 

It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the 

world.  
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The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across our five boroughs and out into the 

world was dimming.    

We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities.  

And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.
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But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and 

joy one would expect at a summer street party.  It was 

no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  

There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  

There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  
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There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  

Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.

And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  
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But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became

Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry for a clean break from the status quo.  

Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  
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We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  

We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word. 

And so in living rooms and parks… old people’s 

homes and halls of residence… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another for

the first time things they already knew in their own

hearts to be true… and they were learning of the 

POWER that could come when they spoke out 

themselves. 
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THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.

The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE.   
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With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 

access to free, full day – FULL DAY -- early 

education programs for 4-year-olds.

We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  

A key part of that timing is timing is hours in the 

classroom, so this room knows well.  



 25 

Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand early education for 

families, I’d like to read you two assessments from 

New York newspapers, published almost exactly one 

year apart.     

In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote QUOTE 

“[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for 

four-year-olds…has little chance of becoming a 

reality.”

Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 
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Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 

three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and 

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.

It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  
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We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.

That’s more than the total population of Bristol… Or 

of Miami, for anyone watching back home.

We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 
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And we’ve done this all while reaching agreement on 

a contract with our city teachers – educators who had 

gone without a contract for nearly five years. In all 

that time, the good men and women charged with 

safeguarding the futures of our children had enjoyed 

little security when it came to their own futures.

We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 

achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 
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So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  

Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  

I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

morning and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  
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And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!

The work you have in front of you is so important.  

And don’t let anyone talk you into underestimating the 

reach of the good you can do.  

There is little basis for glib assertion from the other 

side that a progressive agenda is narrow in terms of 

whose lives it would improve.  

The opposite is true.  Mounting disparities in income 

create ripple effects that undermine whole 

economies. Here’s just one example of how:
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The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever

been, but that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping 

an uneven housing recovery that threatens to hold 

back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.” 

In an increasingly interconnected world, a system 

grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  
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But that also means a progressive agenda has the 

power to HELP EVERYONE, whether your 

opponents ACKNOWLEDGE it or not.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for this conservative 

government to do that.  Their top-down policies are 

making things harder for working people every day.  

Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds 

of this crisis, the most painful might be their tax code.

Instead of giving working families the leg-up they 

deserve, they gave billions of tax cuts to the wealthiest 

with the vague hope that money will magically trickle 

down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s an 

approach we call voodoo economics.
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I have no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more 

elegant in a British accent than an American one, but 

in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t 

work.  

So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last night.

Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: 

“I’m not talking about changing a policy, or simply a 

different programme. But something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is 

run.”  

And he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told 

this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to rebuild 

anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, 

a society based on your values, a politics that hears 

your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”
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Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for Britons who 

work second jobs and second shifts, not just those with

second homes.  

He believes in the politics of the MANY, not the 

few…  

Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity.

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action. Not 

political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy to. 
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Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for 

the wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million 

middle and working class people….   

A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
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And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child 

care to working parents of 3- and 4-year olds, so that 

ALL kids can get on a path to success and opportunity 

early… and stay there.

I speak from personal experience when I say that this

initiative in particular has the power to lift lives like 

few other steps governments can take.  It makes such a 

difference, for so many.  

Your agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  
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That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!

The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path of growing 

inequality and rising cost of living.

To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to 

everyday people across this country.  
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But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I 

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  

Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”

Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  
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The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale.  

But you have the power to overcome it.

If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 

If you speak hard truths, others will listen.

If you empower the people of your great country to 

speak THEIR truths, to stand up and TO ACT in the 
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face of this crisis, then there is so much good that you 

can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Labour Party Conference Remarks 
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths”
Draft 25 – September 23nd, 2:35PM

It’s such an honor to be here with the people who 

make this Labour Party what it is.  From the rising 

stars who will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next

year… to the everyday activists whose unflinching 

passion and energy will fuel the campaign. 

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 
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It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like few others in the world.  
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It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

modern working class… and among the first where 

working people empowered themselves to take part in

the political process.  It’s no wonder then that 

Manchester is a place where hard truths are deeply 

understood and spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and

forcefully address their needs.
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom…. And to FIGHT for an 

economy... a country… that works for working 

people. 

THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.

I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s public schools, where over 

one million children 18 and under learn and grow.
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Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time in New York City. It’s true here as well. 

The numbers speak for themselves.

In the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in 

the top 0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 

times that of someone in the bottom 90%.  [2011, 

World Income Database]. 
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country. And, as is the case in 

New York City, the trend has been moving sharply in 

the wrong direction. According to a study published 

by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% 

(point one percent) of Britons have grown four times 

faster than those of the bottom 90%.   

Now, there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  

I’m happy to celebrate the success of those who’ve 

earned it. But this crisis is keeping so many from 

writing their OWN success stories.
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Indeed, this status quo offers only the narrowest path

to opportunity.  Instead, it leaves everyday working 

people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  

And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost of living crisis.  It’s not about penthouse flats, 

Bentleys or five-star holidays. The people who can 

afford THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well 

under this Conservative government.

But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for young kids to 

learn during the day… THESE things are becoming 

more and more costly. We’re not talking about 

luxuries, or even conveniences, but the ESSENTIALS

that people need to live. 
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LIVING itself is getting harder and harder for working 

families to afford. Not living WELL… just LIVING; 

just getting by.

And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.

You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job….

In the shaky hand of the bus driver signing the

paperwork for a payday loan….
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I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.

The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  

Rather, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS

gravitate towards decency, inclusion and progress.

And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to 

see that – go walk around a neighborhood in 

Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a mosque… 

You can see the trust people put in one another every 

day; the value people place in simple moral action.  
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So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult?

In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.

But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices, there are people – small in 

number but oversized in power – who benefit from the

status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices 

seem louder… more confident and authoritative… and

those of everyday people get drowned out.
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In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voice doesn’t matter at all.  

So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing and 

the cost of living is overwhelming – something people 

can see and feel every day – we’re told that even 

speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive…

harmful, even.  

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   

Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons deserve something better.  
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Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 

And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    

That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  

We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared….
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That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget….

That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies which 

that are bold and morally right. 

In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support MY candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.

Well, I am here before you today because the people 

of New York City rejected the lazy logic of false–

choice politics.   
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I want to tell you how it happened.  

I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign.

We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling. 

And that situationIt threatened to degrade New York’s 

status in the world.  
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The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across our five boroughs and out into the 

world was dimming.    

We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities.  

And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.
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But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had the an aura of excitement 

and joy one would expect at a summer street party.  It 

was no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  

There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  

There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  
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There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  

Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.

And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  
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But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became

Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry for a clean break from the status quo.  

Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  
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We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  

We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word. 

And so, in living rooms and parks… old people’s 

homes and halls of residence… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another for 

the first time things they already knew in their own

hearts to be true… and they were learning of the

POWER that could come when they themselves spoke 

out themselves.
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THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.

The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE.   
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With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 

access to free, full day – FULL DAY -- early 

education programs for 4-year-olds.

We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  

A key part of that timing is timing is hours in the 

classroom, assoeveryone in this room knows so well.  
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Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand early education for 

families, I’d like to read you two assessments from 

New York newspapers, published almost exactly one 

year apart.     

In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote QUOTE 

“[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for 

four-year-olds…has little chance of becoming a 

reality.”

Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 
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Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 

three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.

It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  



 27 

We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.

That’s more than the total population of Bristol… Or 

of Miami, for anyone watching back home.

We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 
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And we’ve done this allall of this while reaching 

agreement on a contract with our city teachers – 

educators who had gone without a contract for nearly 

five years. In all that time, the good men and women 

charged with safeguarding the futures of our children 

had enjoyed little security when it came to their own

futures.

We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 
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achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 

So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  

Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  

I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

morning and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  
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And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!

The work you have in front of you is so important.  

And don’t let anyone talk you into underestimating the 

reach of the good you can do.  

There is little basis for glib assertion from the other 

side that a progressive agenda is narrow in terms of 

whose lives it would improve.  
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The opposite is true.  Mounting disparities in income 

create ripple effects that undermine whole 

economies. Here’s just one example of how:

The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever 

been, but that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping 

an uneven housing recovery that threatens to hold 

back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.”

In an increasingly interconnected world, a system 

grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  
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down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s an 

approach we call voodoo economics.

I have no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more 

elegant in a British accent than an American one, but 

in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t 

work.  

So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last night.

Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: 

“I’m not talking about changing a policy, or simply a 

different programme. But something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is 

run.”  

And he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told 

this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to rebuild 

anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, 

a society based on your values, a politics that hears 

your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”
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Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for Britons who 

work second jobs and second shifts, not just those with

second homes.  

He believes in the politics of the MANY, not the 

few… 

Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity.

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action.  Not 
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political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy too. 

Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for 

the wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million 

middle and working class people….   

A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
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And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child 

care to working parents of 3- and 4-year olds, so that 

ALL kids can get on a path to success and opportunity 

early… and stay there.

I speak from personal experience when I say that this

initiative in particular has the power to lift lives like 

few others steps that governments can takeimplement.

And iIt makes will make such a difference, for so 

many.  
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Your agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  

That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!

The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path of growing 

inequality and rising cost of living.
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To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to the 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to 

everyday people across this country.  

But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I 

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  

Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”
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Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  

The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale.  

But you have the power to overcome it.

If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 
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If you speak hard truths, others will listen.

If you empower the people of your great country to 

speak THEIR truths, to stand up and TO ACT in the 

face of this crisis, then there is so much good that you 

can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Labour Party Conference Remarks 
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths”
Draft 27 – September 23nd, 2:15PM

It’s such an honor to be here with the people who 

make this Labour Party what it is.  From the rising 

stars who will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next

year… to the everyday activists whose unflinching 

passion and energy will fuel the campaign. 

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 
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It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like few others in the world.  
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It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

modern working class… and among the first where 

working people empowered themselves to take part in

the political process.  It’s no wonder then that 

Manchester is a place where hard truths are deeply 

understood and spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and 

forcefully address their needs. 
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom…. And to FIGHT for an 

economy... a country… that works for working 

people. 

THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.

I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s school system, where over 

one million children 18 and under learn and grow.
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I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my 

own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 

schools for most of their young lives.  

There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    

Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy… than

watching my children grow, knowing they can be 

WHATEVER they want to be.  The boundaries of 

their future are determined only by how hard they

work and how big they dream.  

If we accept a future – or a present – where parents

can’t look their kids in the eyes and tell them they 

have a shot at something better, then we break the

promise of civilized society…. We deprive our 

children – AND their parents -- of so much.  
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Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time in New York City. It’s true here as well. 

The numbers speak for themselves.

In the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in 

the top 0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 

times that of someone in the bottom 90%.  [2011, 

World Income Database]. 
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country. And, as is the case in 

New York City, the trend has been moving sharply in 

the wrong direction. According to a study published 

by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% 

(point one percent) of Britons have grown four times 

faster than those of the bottom 90%.   

Now, there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  

I’m happy to celebrate the success of those who’ve 

earned it. But this crisis is keeping so many from 

writing their OWN success stories.
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Indeed, this status quo offers only the narrowest path

to opportunity.  Instead, it leaves everyday working 

people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  

And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost of living crisis.  It’s not about penthouse flats, 

Bentleys or five-star holidays. The people who can 

afford THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well 

under this Conservative government.   

But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for young kids to 

learn during the day… THESE things are becoming 

more and more costly.   We’re not talking about 

luxuries, or even conveniences, but the ESSENTIALS

that people need to live. 
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LIVING itself is getting harder and harder for working 

families to afford. Not living WELL… just LIVING; 

just getting by.

And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.

You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job…. 

In the shaky hand of the bus driver signing the 

paperwork for a payday loan….



 11 

In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents 

mustering brave faces in front of their son and 

daughter… in the WORK that goes into just hiding the

fear that they won’t be able to attain a better life.  

As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top,

stories like these are becoming more common and less 

confined to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.

If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining 

characteristic of our societies… It won’t be prosperity 

and opportunity… tragically, it will be the inequality 

and cost-of-living crisis.

I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.
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I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.

The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  

Rather, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS

gravitate towards decency, inclusion and progress.

And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to 

see that – go walk around a neighborhood in 

Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a mosque… 

You can see the trust people put in one another every 

day; the value people place in simple moral action.  
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So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult? 

In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.

But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices, there are people – small in 

number but oversized in power – who benefit from the

status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices 

seem louder… more confident and authoritative… and 

those of everyday people get drowned out.  
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In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voice doesn’t matter at all.  

So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing and 

the cost of living is overwhelming – something people 

can see and feel every day – we’re told that even 

speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive…

harmful, even.  

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   

Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons deserve something better.  
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Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 

And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    

That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  

We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared…. 
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That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget…. 

That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies that are 

bold and morally right. 

In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support MY candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.

Well, I am here before you today because the people 

of New York City rejected the lazy logic of false–

choice politics.   
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I want to tell you how it happened.  

I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign. 

We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling. 

It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the 

world.  
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The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across our five boroughs and out into the 

world was dimming.    

We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities.  

And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.
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But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and 

joy one would expect at a summer street party.  It was 

no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  

There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  

There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  
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There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  

Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.

And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  
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But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became

Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry for a clean break from the status quo.  

Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  
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We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  

We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word. 

And so, in living rooms and parks… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another for

the first time things they already knew in their own

hearts to be true… and they were learning of the 

POWER that could come when they themselves spoke 

out.
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THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.

The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE.   

With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 
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access to free, full day – FULL DAY -- early 

education programs for 4-year-olds.

We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  

A key part of that timing is hours school, something 

everyone in this room knows well.  
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Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand early education for 

families, I’d like to read you two assessments from 

New York newspapers, published almost exactly one 

year apart.     

In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote QUOTE 

“[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for 

four-year-olds…has little chance of becoming a 

reality.”

Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 
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Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 

three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and 

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.

It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  
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We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.

That’s more than the total population of Bristol… Or 

of Miami, for anyone watching back home.

We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 
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And we’ve done all of this while reaching agreement 

on a contract with our city teachers – educators who 

had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In 

all that time, the good men and women charged with 

safeguarding the futures of our children had enjoyed 

little security when it came to their own futures.

We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 

achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 
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So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  

Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  

I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

morning and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  
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And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!

The work you have in front of you is so important.  

And don’t let anyone talk you into underestimating the 

reach of the good you can do.  

There is little basis for glib assertion from the other 

side that a progressive agenda is narrow in terms of 

whose lives it would improve.  

The opposite is true.  Mounting disparities in income 

create ripple effects that undermine whole 

economies. Here’s just one example of how: 
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The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever

been, but that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping 

an uneven housing recovery that threatens to hold 

back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.” 

In an increasingly interconnected world, a system 

grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  
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But that also means a progressive agenda has the 

power to HELP EVERYONE, whether your 

opponents ACKNOWLEDGE it or not.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for this conservative 

government to do that.  Their top-down policies are 

making things harder for working people every day.  

Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds 

of this crisis, the most painful might be their tax code.

Instead of giving working families the leg-up they 

deserve, they gave billions of tax cuts to the wealthiest 

with the vague hope that money would magically 

trickle down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s 

an approach we call voodoo economics.
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I have no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more 

elegant in a British accent than an American one, but 

in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t 

work.  

So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last night.

Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: 

“I’m not talking about changing a policy, or simply a 

different programme. But something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is 

run.”  

And he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told 

this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to rebuild 

anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, 

a society based on your values, a politics that hears 

your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”
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Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for Britons who 

work second jobs and second shifts, not just those with

second homes.  

He believes in the politics of the MANY, not the 

few…  

Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity.

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action. Not 

political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy.
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Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for 

the wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million 

middle and working class people….   

A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
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And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child 

care to working parents of 3- and 4-year olds, so that 

ALL kids can get on a path to success and opportunity 

early… and stay there.

I speak from personal experience when I say that this

initiative in particular has the power to lift lives like 

few others that governments can implement. And it 

will make such a difference, for so many.  

Your agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  



 38 

That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!

The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path of growing 

inequality and rising cost of living.

To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to the 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to 

everyday people across this country.  
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But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I 

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  

Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”

Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  
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The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale.  

But you have the power to overcome it.

If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 

If you speak hard truths, others will listen.

If you empower the people of your great country to 

speak THEIR truths, to stand up and TO ACT in the 
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face of this crisis, then there is so much good that you 

can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!
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It’s such an honor to be here with the people who 

make this Labour Party what it is.  From the rising 

stars who will – WILL – lead Labour to victory next

year… to the everyday activists whose unflinching 

passion and energy will fuel the campaign. 

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 
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It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like few others in the world.  
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It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

modern working class… and among the first where 

working people empowered themselves to take part in

the political process.  It’s no wonder then that 

Manchester is a place where hard truths are deeply 

understood and spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and 

forcefully address their needs. 
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom…. And to FIGHT for an 

economy... a country… that works for working 

people. 

THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future.  
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And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.

I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s school system, where over 

one million children 18 and under learn and grow.

I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my 

own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 

schools for most of their young lives.  
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There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    

Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy… than

watching my children grow, knowing they can be 

WHATEVER they want to be.  The boundaries of 

their future are determined only by how hard they

work and how big they dream.  

If we accept a future – or a present – where parents

can’t look their kids in the eyes and tell them they 

have a shot at something better, then we break the

promise of civilized society…. We deprive our 

children – AND their parents -- of so much.  
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Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time in New York City. It’s true here as well. 

The numbers speak for themselves.

In the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in 

the top 0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 

times that of someone in the bottom 90%.  [2011, 

World Income Database]. 
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country. And, as is the case in 

New York City, the trend has been moving sharply in 

the wrong direction. According to a study published 

by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% 

(point one percent) of Britons have grown four times 

faster than those of the bottom 90%.   

Now, there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  

I’m happy to celebrate the success of those who’ve 

earned it. But this crisis is keeping so many from 

writing their OWN success stories.
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Indeed, this status quo offers only the narrowest path

to opportunity.  Instead, it leaves everyday working 

people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  

And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost of living crisis.  It’s not about penthouse flats, 

Bentleys or five-star holidays. The people who can 

afford THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well 

under this Conservative government.   

But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for young kids to 

learn during the day… THESE things are becoming 

more and more costly.   We’re not talking about 

luxuries, or even conveniences, but the ESSENTIALS

that people need to live. 
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LIVING itself is getting harder and harder for working 

families to afford. Not living WELL… just LIVING; 

just getting by.

And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.

You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job…. 

In the shaky hand of the bus driver signing the 

paperwork for a payday loan….
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In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents 

mustering brave faces in front of their son and 

daughter… in the WORK that goes into just hiding the

fear that they won’t be able to attain a better life.  

As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top,

stories like these are becoming more common and less 

confined to the lowest steps of the economic ladder.

If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining 

characteristic of our societies… It won’t be prosperity 

and opportunity… tragically, it will be the inequality 

and cost-of-living crisis.

I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.
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I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.

The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  



 13 

Rather, history itself tells us that people ALWAYS

gravitate towards decency, inclusion and progress.

And you don’t have to look back thousands of years to 

see that – go walk around a neighborhood in 

Manchester… Go to a school, a church, a mosque… 

You can see the trust people put in one another every 

day; the value people place in simple moral action.  

So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult? 

In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.
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But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices, there are people – small in 

number but oversized in power – who benefit from the

status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices 

seem louder… more confident and authoritative… and 

those of everyday people get drowned out.  

In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voice doesn’t matter at all.  

So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing and 

the cost of living is overwhelming – something people 

can see and feel every day – we’re told that even 

speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive…

harmful, even.  



 15 

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   

Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons deserve something better.  

Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 

And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    
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That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  

We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared…. 

That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget…. 

That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies that are 

bold and morally right. 
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In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support MY candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.

Well, I am here before you today because the people 

of New York City rejected the lazy logic of false–

choice politics.   

I want to tell you how it happened.  

I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign. 
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We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling. 

It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the 

world.  

The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across our five boroughs and out into the 

world was dimming.    

We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities.  
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And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.

But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and 

joy one would expect at a summer street party.  It was 

no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  

There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  
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There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  

There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  

Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.
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And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  

But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became

Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry for a clean break from the status quo.  
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Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  

We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  

We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word. 
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And so, in living rooms and parks… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another for

the first time things they already knew in their own

hearts to be true… and they were learning of the 

POWER that could come when they themselves spoke 

out.

THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.
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The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE.   

With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 

access to free, full day – FULL DAY -- early 

education programs for 4-year-olds.

We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  
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A key part of that timing is hours school, something 

everyone in this room knows well.  

Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand early education for 

families, I’d like to read you two assessments from 

New York newspapers, published almost exactly one 

year apart.     

In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote QUOTE 

“[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for 

four-year-olds…has little chance of becoming a 

reality.”
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Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 

Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 

three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and 

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.
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It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  

We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.

That’s more than the total population of Bristol… Or 

of Miami, for anyone watching back home.

We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 
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And we’ve done all of this while reaching agreement 

on a contract with our city teachers – educators who 

had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In 

all that time, the good men and women charged with 

safeguarding the futures of our children had enjoyed 

little security when it came to their own futures.

We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 

achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 



 29 

So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  

Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  

I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

morning and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  
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And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!

The work you have in front of you is so important.  

And don’t let anyone talk you into underestimating the 

reach of the good you can do.  

There is little basis for glib assertion from the other 

side that a progressive agenda is narrow in terms of 

whose lives it would improve.  

The opposite is true.  Mounting disparities in income 

create ripple effects that undermine whole 

economies. Here’s just one example of how: 
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The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever

been, but that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping 

an uneven housing recovery that threatens to hold 

back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.” 

In an increasingly interconnected world, a system 

grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for 

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  

But that also means a progressive agenda has the 

power to HELP EVERYONE, whether your 

opponents ACKNOWLEDGE it or not.
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Don’t hold your breath waiting for this conservative 

government to do that.  Their top-down policies are 

making things harder for working people every day.  

Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds 

of this crisis, the most painful might be their tax code.

Instead of giving working families the leg-up they 

deserve, they gave billions of tax cuts to the wealthiest 

with the vague hope that money would magically 

trickle down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s 

an approach we call voodoo economics.
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I have no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more 

elegant in a British accent than an American one, but 

in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t 

work.

So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last night.

Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: 

“I’m not talking about changing a policy, or simply a 

different programme. But something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is 

run.”  

And he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told 

this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to rebuild 

anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, 

a society based on your values, a politics that hears 

your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”
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Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for Britons who 

work second jobs and second shifts, not just those with

second homes.  

He believes in the politics of the MANY, not the 

few…  

Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity.

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action.  Not 

political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy.
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Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for 

the wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million 

middle and working class people….   

A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
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And a plan that provides 25 hours a week of free child 

care to working parents of 3- and 4-year olds, so that 

ALL kids can get on a path to success and opportunity 

early… and stay there.

I speak from personal experience when I say that this

initiative in particular has the power to lift lives like 

few others that governments can implement. And it 

will make such a difference, for so many.  

Your agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  



 38 

That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!

The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path of growing 

inequality and rising cost of living.

To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to the 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to 

everyday people across this country.  
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But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  

Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”

Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  
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The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale.  

But you have the power to overcome it.

If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 

If you speak hard truths, others will listen.
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If you empower the people of your great country to 

speak THEIR truths, to stand up and TO ACT in the 

face of this crisis, then there is so much good that you 

can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!

###
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Labour Party Conference Remarks 
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths”
Draft 27 – September 23nd,  7:20PM

I want to thank Ed Miliband for that wonderful 

introduction.  How about a hand for your next Prime 

Minister!  It was so inspiring to see his speech last 

evening, though regrettably I was unable to be here in 

person.  He spoke so eloquently of not only the urgent 

need for the UK to change course, but of the bold, 

specific reforms needed to improve the lives of 

working people. He believes so firmly in the politics 

of the MANY, not the few, which is why he WILL be 

such a great Prime Minister!
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It’s such an honor to be here with Mr. Miliband and 

ALL the people who make this Labour Party what it 

is.  From he and the other rising stars who’ll lead 

Labour to victory next year… to the everyday activists 

whose unflinching passion and energy will fuel the 

campaign.  

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 
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It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like few others in the world.  



 4 

It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

modern working class… and among the first where 

working people empowered themselves to take part in

the political process.  It’s no wonder then that 

Manchester is a place where hard truths are deeply 

understood and spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and 

forcefully address their needs.
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom…. And to FIGHT for an 

economy... a country… that works for working 

people. 
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THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future. 

And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.
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I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s school system, where over 

one million children 18 and under learn and grow.

I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my 

own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 

schools for most of their young lives.  

There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    

Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy… than

watching my children grow, knowing they can be 

WHATEVER they want to be.  The boundaries of 

their future are determined only by how hard they

work and how big they dream.  
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If we accept a future – or a present – where parents

can’t look their kids in the eyes and tell them they 

have a shot at something better, then we break the

promise of civilized society…. We deprive our 

children – AND their parents -- of so much.  

Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time in New York City. It’s true here as well. 

The numbers speak for themselves.

In the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in 

the top 0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 

times that of someone in the bottom 90%.  [2011, 

World Income Database]. 
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country. And, as is the case in 

New York City, the trend has been moving sharply in 

the wrong direction. According to a study published 

by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% 

(point one percent) of Britons have grown four times 

faster than those of the bottom 90%.   

Now, there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  

I’m happy to celebrate the success of those who’ve 
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earned it. But this crisis is keeping so many from 

writing their OWN success stories.

Indeed, this status quo offers only the narrowest path

to opportunity.  Instead, it leaves everyday working 

people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  

And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost of living crisis.  It’s not a reference to the 

astonishingly high price of penthouse flats, Bentleys 

or five-star holidays. The people who can afford 

THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well under 

this Conservative government.   
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But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for children to be 

while parents are hard at work… THESE things are 

becoming more and more costly. We’re not talking 

about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 

ESSENTIALS that people need to live. 

LIVING itself is getting harder and harder for working 

families to afford. Not living WELL… just LIVING; 

just getting by.

And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.
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You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job…. 

In the shaky hand of the bus driver signing the 

paperwork for a payday loan….

In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents 

mustering brave faces in front of their son and 

daughter… in the STRAIN that goes into just hiding 

the fear that they won’t be able to attain a better life.  

As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top,

stories like these are becoming all too common. 
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If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining 

characteristic of our societies… It won’t be prosperity 

or opportunity… tragically, it be inequality and the

cost-of-living crisis.

I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.

I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.

The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  
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Rather, history itself tells us that people gravitate 

towards decency, inclusion and progress.  And you 

don’t have to look back thousands of years to see that 

– go walk around the streets of Manchester… Go to a 

school, a church, a mosque… You can see the trust 

people put in one another every day; the value people 

place in simple moral action.  

So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult? 
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In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.

But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices, there are people – small in 

number but oversized in power – who benefit from the

status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices 

seem louder… more confident and authoritative… and 

those of everyday people get drowned out.  

In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voice doesn’t matter at all.  
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So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing and 

the cost of living is overwhelming – something people 

can see and feel every day – we’re told that just

speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive…

harmful, even.  

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   

Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons deserve something better.  

Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 
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And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    

That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  

We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared…. 

That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget…. 
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That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies that are 

bold and morally right. 

In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support MY candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.

Well, I am here before you today because the people 

of New York City rejected the lazy logic of false–

choice politics.   

I want to tell you how it happened.  
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I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign. 

We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling. 

It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the 

world.  

The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across our five boroughs and out into the 

world was dimming.    
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We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities.  

And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.

But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and 

joy one would expect at a summer street party.  It was 

no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  
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There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  

There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  

There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  
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Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.

And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  

But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became
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Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry for a clean break from the status quo.  

Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  
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We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  

We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word. 

And so, in living rooms and parks… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another for

the first time things they already knew in their own

hearts to be true… and they were learning the

POWER that could come when they themselves spoke 

out.
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THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.

The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE.   

With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 
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access to free, full day – FULL DAY -- early 

education programs for 4-year-olds.

We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  

Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand full-day early education 

for all families, I’d like to read you two assessments 
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from New York newspapers, published almost exactly 

one year apart.     

In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote QUOTE 

“[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for 

four-year-olds…has little chance of becoming a 

reality.”

Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 

Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 
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three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and 

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.

It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  

We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.
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That’s more than the total population of Bristol… Or 

of Miami, for anyone watching back home.

We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 

And we’ve done all of this while reaching agreement 

on a contract with our city teachers – educators who 

had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In 

all that time, the good men and women charged with 
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safeguarding the futures of our children had enjoyed 

little security when it came to their own futures.

We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 

achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 

So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  
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Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  

I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

morning and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  

And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!
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The work you have in front of you is so important.  

And the evidence of that is the other side is trying to

talk you into underestimating the reach of the good 

you can do.  

There is little basis for glib assertion from the 

Conservatives that a progressive agenda is narrow in 

terms of whose lives it would improve.  

The opposite is true.  Mounting disparities in income 

create ripple effects that undermine our whole 

societies. Here’s just one example of how:
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The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever

been, but that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping 

an uneven housing recovery that threatens to hold 

back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.” 

In an increasingly interconnected world, a system 

grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for 

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  



 34 

But that also means a progressive agenda has the 

power to HELP EVERYONE, whether your 

opponents ACKNOWLEDGE it or not.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for this conservative 

government to do that.  Their top-down policies are 

making things harder for working people every day.  

Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds 

of this crisis, the most painful might be their tax code.

Instead of giving working families the leg-up they 

deserve, they gave billions of tax cuts to the wealthiest 

with the vague hope that money would magically 

trickle down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s 

an approach we call voodoo economics.
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I have no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more 

elegant in a British accent than an American one, but 

in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t 

work.  

So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last evening. 

Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: 

“I’m not talking about changing a policy, or simply a 

different programme. But something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is 

run.”  

And he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told 

this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to rebuild 

anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, 

a society based on your values, a politics that hears 
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your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”

Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for Britons with 

second jobs, not just those with second homes.  

Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity.

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action.  Not 
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political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy.

Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for 

the wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million 

middle and working class people….   

A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
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And a plan that significantly increases – to 25 hours a 

week – free child care to working parents of 3- and 4-

year olds, so that ALL kids can get on a path to 

success and opportunity early. 

I speak from personal experience when I say that this

initiative in particular has the power to lift lives like 

few others that governments can implement. And it 

will make such a difference, for so many children.
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Your agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  

That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!

The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path of growing 

inequality and rising cost of living.
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To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to the 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to 

everyday people across this country.  

But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I 

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  

Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”
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Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  

The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale.  
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But you have the power to overcome it.

If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 

If you speak hard truths, others will listen.

If you empower the people of your great country to 

speak THEIR truths, to stand up and TO ACT in the 

face of this crisis, then there is so much good that you 

can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!



Thanks so much for everything.  Just a heads up that I'll probably send you near final around 8 for final final pass.  You 
have been such an enormous help is this process.  Thank you!

On Sep 23, 2014, at 4:06 PM, "Kallen, Laurel" <LKallen@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Here it is.  Heads up:  If you need anything else, I will be unavailable between 6 and 8 PM, but can re-
proof later in the evening.  Feel free to reject anything that seems overly grammatical.
 
Laurel Kallen
Speechwriter
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212 341 5391
Cell:  917 655 7578
lkallen@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

Yes, I understand – and everyone’s sense of what sounds more natural is a little 
different.  I will try not to let the grammarian in me get out-of-hand.   Will do my best 
to get the next round of suggested edits to you by 4:00.
 
Laurel Kallen
Speechwriter
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
Office: 212 341 5391
Cell:  917 655 7578
lkallen@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Labour Party Conference Remarks 
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths”
September 23nd --10:30PM

I want to thank Ed Miliband for that wonderful 

introduction.  How about a hand for your next Prime 

Minister!  It was so inspiring to see his speech last 

evening; I only wish I could have seen it in person, 

with all of you.  He spoke so eloquently of the urgent 

need for the UK to change course… and of bold, 

concrete measures to improve the lives of working 

people.  He firmly believes in the politics of the 

MANY, not the few, which is why he WILL be such a 

great Prime Minister!
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It’s such an honor to be here with Mr. Miliband and 

ALL the people who make this Labour Party what it 

is.  From he and the other rising stars who will lead 

Labour to victory next year… to the everyday activists 

whose unflinching passion and energy will fuel the 

campaign.  

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 
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It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like few others in the world.  
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It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

modern working class… and among the first where 

working people empowered themselves to take part in

the political process.  It’s no wonder then that 

Manchester is a place where hard truths are deeply 

understood and spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and 

forcefully address their needs. 
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom…. And to FIGHT for an 

economy... a country… that works for working 

people. 
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THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future. 

And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.



 7 

I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s school system, where over 

one million children 18 and under learn and grow.

I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my 

own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 

schools for most of their young lives.  

There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    
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Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy… than

watching my children grow, knowing they can be 

WHATEVER they want to be.  The boundaries of 

their future are determined only by how hard they

work and how big they dream. 

If we accept a future – or a present – where parents

can’t look their kids in the eyes and tell them they 

have a shot at something better, then we break the

promise of civilized society…. We deprive our 

children – AND their parents -- of so much.  
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Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time in New York City. It’s true here as well. 

The numbers speak for themselves.

In the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in 

the top 0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 

times that of someone in the bottom 90%.  [2011, 

World Income Database]. 

The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country.   
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And, as is the case in New York City, the trend has 

been moving sharply in the wrong 

direction.  According to a study published by Oxfam, 

since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% (point one 

percent) of Britons have grown four times faster than 

those of the bottom 90%.   

Now, there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  

I’m happy to celebrate the success of those who’ve 

earned it. But this crisis is keeping so many from 

writing their OWN success stories.

This status quo offers only the narrowest path to 

opportunity.  Instead, it leaves everyday working 

people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  
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And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost of living crisis.  It’s not a reference to the 

astonishingly high price of penthouse flats, Bentleys 

or five-star holidays. The people who can afford 

THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well under 

this Conservative government.

But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for children to be 

while parents are hard at work… THESE things are 

becoming more and more costly. We’re not talking 

about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 

ESSENTIALS that people need to live. 
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LIVING itself is getting harder and harder for working 

families to afford. Not living WELL… just LIVING; 

just getting by.

And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.

You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job…. 

In the shaky hand of the bus driver signing the 

paperwork for a payday loan….
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In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents 

mustering brave faces in front of their son and 

daughter… in the STRAIN that goes into just hiding 

the fear that they won’t be able to attain a better life.  

As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top,

stories like these are becoming all too common. 

If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining 

characteristic of our societies… It won’t be prosperity 

or opportunity… tragically, it will be inequality and

the cost-of-living crisis.



 14 

I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.

I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.

The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  
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Rather, history itself tells us that people gravitate 

towards decency, inclusion and progress.  And you 

don’t have to look back thousands of years to see that 

– go walk around the streets of Manchester… Go to a 

school, a church, a mosque… You can see the trust 

people put in one another every day; the value people 

place in simple moral action.  

So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult? 
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In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.

But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices, there are people – small in 

number but oversized in power – who benefit from the

status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices 

seem louder… more confident and authoritative… and 

those of everyday people get drowned out.  
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In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voice doesn’t matter at all.  

So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing and 

the cost of living is overwhelming – something people 

can see and feel every day – we’re told that just

speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive…

harmful, even.  

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   

Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons deserve something better.  
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Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 

And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    

That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  



 19 

We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared…. 

That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget…. 

That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies that are 

bold and morally right. 

In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support MY candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.
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Well, I am here before you today because the people 

of New York City rejected the lazy logic of false–

choice politics.   

I want to tell you how it happened.  

I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign. 

We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling. 
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It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the 

world.  

The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across-our-five-boroughs-and-out-into-the 

-world was dimming.    

We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities.  

And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.
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But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and 

joy one would expect at a summer street party.  It was 

no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  

There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  
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There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  

There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  

Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.
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And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  

But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became

Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry for a clean break from the status quo.  
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Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  

We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  
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We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word. 

And so, in living rooms and parks… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another for

the first time things they already knew in their own

hearts to be true… and they were learning the

POWER that could come when they themselves spoke 

out.

THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    



 27 

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.

The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE.   

With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 

access to free, full day – FULL DAY – early 

education programs for 4-year-olds.
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We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  

Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand full day early education 

for all families, I’d like to read you two assessments 

from New York newspapers, published almost exactly 

one year apart.     
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In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote QUOTE 

“[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for 

four-year-olds…has little chance of becoming a 

reality.”

Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 
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Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 

three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and 

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.
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It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  

We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.

That’s more than the total population of Bristol… Or 

of Miami, for anyone watching back home.
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We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 

And we’ve done all of this while reaching agreement 

on a contract with our city teachers – educators who 

had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In 

all that time, the good men and women charged with 

safeguarding the futures of our children had enjoyed 

little security when it came to their own futures.
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We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 

achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 

So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  

Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  
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I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

afternoon and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  

And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!
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The work you have in front of you is so important.  

Here’s the evidence of that: the other side is trying to

talk you into underestimating the reach of the good 

you can do.  

There is little basis for glib assertion from the 

Conservatives that a progressive agenda is narrow in 

terms of whose lives it would improve.  
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The opposite is true.  Mounting inequality creates 

ripple effects that undermine our whole 

societies. Here’s just one example of how:

The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever

been, but that this phenomenon was QUOTE "shaping 

an uneven housing recovery that threatens to hold 

back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.” 
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In an increasingly interconnected world, a system 

grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for 

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  

But that also means a progressive agenda has the 

power to help EVERYONE, whether your opponents 

acknowledge it or not.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for this conservative 

government to do that.  Their top-down policies are 

making things harder for working people every day.  
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Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds 

of this crisis, the most painful might be their tax 

policy. 

Instead of giving working families the leg-up they 

deserve, they gave huge tax cuts to the wealthiest with 

the vague hope that money would magically trickle 

down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s an 

approach we call voodoo economics.
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I have no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more 

elegant in a British accent than an American one, but 

in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t 

work.  

So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last evening. 

Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last evening:

“I’m not talking about changing a policy or simply a 

different programme, but something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea and ethic of how our country is 

run.”  

And he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told 

this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to rebuild 

anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, 

a society based on your values, a politics that hears 

your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”
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Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for Britons with 

second jobs, not just those with second homes.  

Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity.

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action.  Not 

political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy.
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Labour has a plan for a tax policy that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s tax cut for the wealthiest and 

instead give tax relief to 24 million middle and 

working class people….   

A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
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And a plan that significantly increases – to 25 hours a 

week – free child care to working parents of 3- and 4-

year olds, so that ALL kids can get on a path to 

success and opportunity early. 

I speak from personal experience when I say that this

initiative in particular has the power to lift lives like 

few others that governments can implement. And it 

will make such a difference for so many children, and 

for their parents.  
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Your agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  

That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!

The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path of growing 

inequality and rising cost of living.
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To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to the 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to 

everyday people across this country. 

But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I 

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  

Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”
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Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  

The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale. 

But you have the power to overcome it.
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If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 

If you speak hard truths, others will listen.

If you empower the people of your great country to 

speak THEIR truths, to stand up and TO ACT in the 

face of this crisis, then there is so much good that you 

can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Labour Party Conference Remarks 
“The Power of Speaking Hard Truths”
Draft 27 – September 23nd,  7:20PM

I want to thank Ed Miliband for that wonderful 

introduction.  How about a hand for your next Prime 

Minister!  It was so inspiring to see his speech last 

evening, though regrettably I was unable to be here in 

person.  He spoke so eloquently of not only of the 

urgent need for the UK to change course, but also of

the bold, specific reforms needed to improve the lives 

of working people. He believes so firmly in the

politics of the MANY, not the few, which is why he 

WILL be such a great Prime Minister!
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It’s such an honor to be here with Mr. Miliband and 

ALL the people who make this Labour Party what it 

is.  From Ed Milibandhe and the other rising stars 

who’ll lead Labour to victory next year… to the

everyday activists whose unflinching passion and 

energy will fuel the campaign. 

Though I’ve seen your efforts mostly from afar, it’s

clear to me, even across five time zones and an ocean, 

that this group is working towards something 

special…. something important. 
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It’s fitting that we find ourselves in Manchester.  This 

city was at the forefront of the innovation and 

ingenuity that drove the Industrial Revolution, helping 

shape the contours of the modern economy that we 

know today.  

It shares a special status in history with the city I love 

and am so honored to lead.  Both are places where big 

ideas and raw grit have been honored and rewarded 

like few others in the world.  
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It is also among the first places in the world to foster a 

modern working class… and among the first where 

working people empowered themselves to take part in

the political process.  It’s no wonder then that 

Manchester is a place where hard truths are deeply 

understood and spoken out.   

I cannot imagine a more appropriate backdrop for this 

gathering because yours is a party BORN out of 

working people attaining the right to vote… a party 

that EXISTS to fight for working families and 

forcefully address their needs.
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Labour has inclusiveness and progressiveness coded in 

its DNA… Yours is a party grounded in the idea that 

everyone’s voice matters…. And that no one should 

be left behind.  

THIS Labour Party is led by a new generation of 

progressive leaders and defined by bold ideas.  You 

stand ready to ACT with a plan for a fairer, more 

prosperous United Kingdom…. And to FIGHT for an 

economy... a country… that works for working 

people. 
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THIS Labour Party hears the voices of the millions 

who feel like they are treading water… Working 

harder and harder but feeling less and less secure 

about the future. 

And your party refuses to accept the politics of 

inertia… That resigned mindset that says the next 

generation is destined to do worse than this one.  

By virtue of being in this room, you recognize that we 

owe it to our children to do better … to live up to the 

most basic promise we make to the people we serve.
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I say that as someone charged with the duty of 

overseeing New York’s school system, where over 

one million children 18 and under learn and grow.

I also say it as a father of two beautiful children of my 

own, Dante and Chiara, who have attended those 

schools for most of their young lives.  

There is NO duty more sacred than parenthood.    

Nothing gives me more comfort… more joy… than

watching my children grow, knowing they can be 

WHATEVER they want to be.  The boundaries of 

their future are determined only by how hard they

work and how big they dream.  
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If we accept a future – or a present – where parents

can’t look their kids in the eyes and tell them they 

have a shot at something better, then we break the

promise of civilized society…. We deprive our 

children – AND their parents -- of so much.  

Now, I’ve said that growing inequality is THE crisis 

of our time in New York City. It’s true here as well. 

The numbers speak for themselves.

In the UK, in 2011, the average income of an adult in 

the top 0.1 % (point one percent) was more than 70 

times that of someone in the bottom 90%.  [2011, 

World Income Database]. 
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The Guardian recently reported that the five richest 

families in the UK have more wealth than the entire 

bottom 20% of the country. And, as is the case in 

New York City, the trend has been moving sharply in 

the wrong direction. According to a study published 

by Oxfam, since the 1990s, incomes of the top 0.1% 

(point one percent) of Britons have grown four times 

faster than those of the bottom 90%.   

Now, there’s nothing wrong with attaining wealth.  

I’m happy to celebrate the success of those who’ve 
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earned it. But this crisis is keeping so many from 

writing their OWN success stories.

Indeed, this status quo offers only the narrowest path

to opportunity.  Instead, it leaves everyday working 

people caught in a cost-of-living crisis.  

And let’s be clear what we mean when we talk about a 

cost- of -living crisis.  It’s not a reference to the 

astonishingly high price of penthouse flats, Bentleys 

or five-star holidays. The people who can afford 

THOSE luxuries, are in fact, doing quite well under 

this Conservative government.   
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But feeding a family, keeping a modest home that’s lit 

and heated, securing a safe place for children to be 

while parents are hard at work… THESE things are 

becoming more and more costly. We’re not talking 

about luxuries, or even conveniences, but the 

ESSENTIALS that people need to live. 

LIVING itself is getting harder and harder for working 

families to afford. Not living WELL… just LIVING; 

just getting by.

And the price people pay isn’t merely monetary.
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You can see it in the tired eyes of the waitress whose 

SECOND job is preceded by a second SHIFT at her 

FIRST job…. 

In the shaky hand of the bus driver signing the 

paperwork for a payday loan….

In the clenched jaws and stiff lips of working parents 

mustering brave faces in front of their son and 

daughter… in the STRAIN that goes into just hiding 

the fear that they won’t be able to attain a better life.  

As wealth becomes more concentrated at the top,

stories like these are becoming all too common. 
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If unaddressed, the crisis will become THE defining 

characteristic of our societies… It won’t be prosperity 

or opportunity… tragically, it will be inequality and

the cost-of-living crisis.

I know this Labour Party understands what’s at stake.

I also know the weight of this moment can feel like a 

burden: the exasperation that comes from knowing the 

gravity of this threat – a generation at risk of being 

forsaken – at a time when so many seem unwilling to 

act in response.

The right side of history can feel like a lonely place.  

But it isn’t.  It never has been.  
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Rather, history itself tells us that people gravitate 

towards decency, inclusion and progress.  And you 

don’t have to look back thousands of years to see itthat

– go walk around the streets of Manchester… Go to a 

school, a church, a mosque… You can see the trust 

people put in one another every day; the value people 

place in simple moral action.  

So why then is COLLECTIVE moral action often so 

difficult? 



 15 

In the case of the inequality and cost-of-living crisis,

part of the issue is scope: the problem seems so

difficult, so deeply embedded, that good people can be 

tempted to throw their hands up and declare that 

nothing can be done about it.

But there’s something else going on as well.  As is the 

case with many injustices, there are people – small in 

number but oversized in power – who benefit from the

status quo, and they work to maintain it.  Their voices 

seem louder… more confident and authoritative… and 

those of everyday people get drowned out.  

In this way, people are made to feel powerless… made

to feel that their voices doesn’t matter at all.  



 16 

So at the same time that inequality is skyrocketing and 

the cost of living is overwhelming – something people 

can see and feel every day – we’re told that just

speaking of this problem is unconstructive, divisive…

harmful, even.  

You know that it isn’t.  So do the people of your 

country.   

Part of your job then is to help them find their voice to 

say – together – that Britons deserve something better.  

Sometimes people – good, hardworking people – need 

to hear the truth spoken before they feel comfortable

speaking it themselves. 
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And there’s so much power that comes from speaking 

the truth… especially from speaking HARD truths.    

That’s because the status quo gets perpetuated through 

a series of falsehoods…false CHOICES that assign 

mutual exclusivity to ideas that should be 

complementary.  

We’re told that prosperity can’t be both great, and 

shared…. 

That you can’t lift the floor for those struggling in a 

tough economy, and still balance a budget…. 
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That those of us who serve can’t expect to achieve 

anything at all if we dare to advance policies that are 

bold and morally right. 

In the lead-up to the election for New York City 

Mayor last year, the voices of the status quo gave 

voters another false choice: support MY candidacy …

OR vote for someone with a real shot at winning.

Well, I am here before you today because the people 

of New York City rejected the lazy logic of false–

choice politics.   

I want to tell you how it happened.  
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I announced my candidacy for Mayor from the front 

steps of my home in Brooklyn in January 2013. A few 

hundred people were there with me… the earliest 

believers in our campaign. 

We were brought together by a deep concern: that 

New York had become a Tale of Two Cities; a place 

where a few were doing very well, but millions of 

working people were struggling. 

It threatened to degrade New York’s status in the 

world.  

The beacon of opportunity that for generations shone 

so brightly across our five boroughs and out into the 

world was dimming.    
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We saw it, we FELT it in our city….  Even if it was 

unspoken, we saw on our neighbors’ faces: the weight 

of worry about a future of diminished possibilities.  

And we knew the policies of the status quo were 

exacerbating the problem rather than addressing it.

But though our mission was in many ways somber, 

our mood that day was not.  It was a grey, frigid 

afternoon, but the event had an aura of excitement and 

joy one would expect at a summer street party.  It was 

no doubt a strange sight to those passing by.  
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There was a feeling that something special was 

happening that made the chill tolerable. It came from 

having found in one another a group of people who 

spoke the same truth about our Tale of Two 

Cities…the harm it was doing…. the threat it posed.  

There was a sense of relief that came from learning we

weren’t alone in our beliefs… a lifting of lonely 

burdens.  

There was a powerful sense of MISSION that came 

from accepting a mutual responsibility to act, together, 

against this scourge… and a heartfelt faith that victory 

was achievable, no matter the odds.  
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Now, the odds did appear quite long, at first.  It felt 

like the total number of those in the city who had 

HEARD of me was limited to those standing in front 

of my home that day… And my house is not very big.

And not only were other candidates for mayor better 

known, they espoused ideas that were seen as more 

politically practical, hewing to the familiarity of the 

status quo.  

But it was never my intention to nibble around the 

edges with policies of timid maintenance; I ran to take 

dead aim at the crisis of our time. And I became
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Mayor because everyday New Yorkers, too, were 

hungry for a clean break from the status quo.  

Our campaign was powered by people of every race, 

every age, every income bracket. And yes, even many 

New Yorkers who had enjoyed great success joined 

our fight against rising inequality. They wanted the 

next generation of New Yorkers to have the same 

opportunities the city had given them.  
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We were a small group, at first, but as New Yorkers 

learned that we were fighting for a government that 

would represent THEIR values -- fairness, justice, real 

opportunity for all – our campaign grew.  And grew… 

And grew.  

We worked – together – as activists, to spread the 

word. 

And so, in living rooms and parks… on Twitter and 

Facebook… people were hearing from one another,

for the first time, things they already knew in their

own hearts to be true… and they were learning the

POWER that could come when they themselves spoke 

out.
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THAT is how in a matter of months we went from a 

few hundred souls gathered on that blustery Brooklyn 

day, to not just winning, but winning BIG on 

ELECTION day.    

And our shared resolve to remake our city didn’t end 

when the votes were tallied.

The same tenets that defined our campaign now drive 

our Administration: a constant push for bold action; a 

willingness to hear and speak hard truths; an agenda 

set by listening to the PEOPLE.   

With regard to my absolute highest priority, that’s 

meant working aggressively to secure unprecedented 
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access to free, full day – FULL DAY -- early 

education programs for 4-year-olds.

We did this because study after study shows the great 

equalizing effect of early education.  But you don’t 

need to read an academic journal to get that: we all 

know access to quality education does so much to 

determine a person’s economic destiny… and as with 

most matters of destiny, timing is everything.  

Now, to give you some context on the politics we 

faced when trying to expand full-day early education 

for all families, I’d like to read you two assessments 
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from New York newspapers, published almost exactly 

one year apart.     

In September 2013, a few months before I was elected 

Mayor… the New York Daily News wrote QUOTE 

“[The] promise to create 48,000 educational slots for 

four-year-olds…has little chance of becoming a 

reality.”

Then, in September 2014, in The New York Times

QUOTE “51,000 Answer de Blasio’s Bell for New 

Pre-K.” 

Now, the 51,000 there refers to the number of kids 

who have been signed up for these programs.  That’s 
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three thousand MORE than the number said to be 

impossible just one year ago.  

It also means that 51,000 beautiful children are on a 

better path to success… And all of their mothers and 

fathers… grandparents and guardians… they get to 

experience the comfort… the joy… that comes from 

seeing the shine of brighter futures.

It’s hard to express how much that means for the 

working people of our city.  But it’s also not all we’ve 

done in our first few months in office.  

We’ve launched a plan to secure affordable housing 

for 500,000 New Yorkers over the next decade.
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That’s more than the total population of Bristol… Or 

of Miami, for anyone watching back home.

We ended what had been one of the saddest

manifestations of inequality by reforming racially 

biased police practices so that ALL law-abiding New 

Yorkers are granted the basic right of walking down 

the street without fear of being hassled by authorities. 

And we’ve done all of this while reaching agreement 

on a contract with our city teachers – educators who 

had gone without a contract for nearly five years.  In 

all that time, the good men and women charged with 
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safeguarding the futures of our children had enjoyed 

little security when it came to their own futures.

We made a deal grounded in partnership and mutual 

respect, because RESPECT for working men and 

women is a core principle that all GOOD governments 

live by. It was a fair deal for teachers – offering 

increased pay that they greatly deserved.  But it also 

generated important savings that labor was a partner in 

achieving.   Put simply: it was a good deal for the 

people of New York. 

So if anyone tells you that a balanced budget and an 

agenda of economic fairness can’t go hand-in-hand, 

tell them to come visit New York City.  
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Really, it’s beautiful this time of year.  

I notice so many similarities between the UK I see

today and the New York where I stood on that cold 

morning and announced my candidacy.  

In comes through so clearly, even across great

physical distance: the people of the UK are ready for 

bold, progressive change.  

And if we can make the strides that we’ve made in 

New York City from a campaign so humble in its 

origins, imagine the feats that can come from this

great hall!
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The work you have in front of you is so important.  

And the evidence of that is the other side is trying to

talk you into underestimating the reach of the good 

you can do.  

There is little basis for glib assertion from the 

Conservatives that a progressive agenda is narrow in 

terms of whose lives it would improve.  

The opposite is true.  Mounting disparities in income 

create ripple effects that undermine our whole 

societies. Here’s just one example of how:
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The Financial Times recently concluded that the 

income gap between America’s richest and poorest 

metropolitan regions is not only the widest it has ever

been, but AND that this phenomenon iswas QUOTE 

"shaping an uneven housing recovery that threatens to 

hold back the broader revival of the world’s largest 

economy.” 

In an increasingly interconnected world, a system 

grounded in exclusivity is not sustainable for 

ANYONE, including those at the very top.  
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But that also means a progressive agenda has the 

power to HELP EVERYONE, whether your 

opponents ACKNOWLEDGE it or not.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for this conservative 

government to do that.  Their top-down policies are 

making things harder for working people every day.  

Among the many ways they’ve aggravated the wounds 

of this crisis, the most painful might be their tax code.

Instead of giving working families the leg-up they 

deserve, they gave billions of tax cuts to the wealthiest 

with the vague hope that money would magically 

trickle down to everyone else.  In my country, that’s 

an approach we call voodoo economics.
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I have no doubt the word “voodoo” sounds more 

elegant in a British accent than an American one, but 

in any intonation, we know it’s a policy that doesn’t 

work.  

So let me tell you about what does work.  And you 

don’t have to look far to see it.  In fact, you heard it at 

your own conference last evening. 

Ed Miliband has so clearly articulated both the 

challenges, and the opportunities this moment in 

history creates for the British people. 
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He knows that a cautious approach won’t do when it 

comes to addressing the crisis of our time.  He has a 

BOLD vision for big change.  As he said last night: 

“I’m not talking about changing a policy, or simply a 

different programme. But something that is bigger: 

transforming the idea, the ethic, of how our country is 

run.”  

And he knows well what needs to be done.  As he told 

this conference LAST YEAR: “We have to rebuild 

anew One Nation. An economy built on your success, 

a society based on your values, a politics that hears 
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your voice – rich and poor alike – accepting 

their responsibilities to each other.”

Ed Miliband will be a Prime Minister for Britons with 

second jobs, not just for those with second homes.  

Ed Miliband understands -- this Labour Party 

understands – the true cost of a status quo that puts a 

barrier between working people and prosperity.

And this Labour Party not only has the right values, it 

has an agenda that translates values into action.  Not 
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political talk, but a real plan that reforms the crux of 

the economy.

Labour has a plan for a tax code that rewards hard 

work over existing wealth and power.  A plan to end

the current government’s 3 billion pound tax cut for 

the wealthiest and instead give tax relief to 24 million 

middle and working class people….   

A plan that protects and STRENGTHENS – not 

curtails – the NHS so that quality healthcare remains a 

right and not a privilege… 

A plan that puts working people ahead of big 

corporations by controlling energy costs, and taking 

unprecedented steps to make housing more affordable. 
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And a plan that significantly increases – to 25 hours a 

week – free child care to working parents of 3- and 4-

year olds, so that ALL kids can get on a path to 

success and opportunity early. 

I speak from personal experience when I say that this

initiative in particular has the power to lift lives like 

few others that governments can implement. And it 

will make such a difference, for so many children.
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Your agenda is a blueprint of what a fairer, more 

prosperous, STRONGER United Kingdom will look 

like.  

That is not only why you MUST win, it is why you 

WILL win!

The upcoming election represents a choice for the 

people of your country: build a United Kingdom that 

rewards hard work and ensures the next generation 

does better… Or continue down a path of growing 

inequality and rising cost of living.
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To me, that choice is very clear, as I know it is to the 

people in this room… and as I know it will become to 

everyday people across this country.  

But to those on the other side, who argue things work

BETTER when opportunity is scarce and exclusive, I 

offer this thought: not even DARWIN was a social 

Darwinist.  

Indeed, Charles Darwin, one of the greatest minds that 

yours or any country ever produced, put it this way: 

“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of 

nature, but by our institutions, great is our sin.”
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Among the cruelest false choices we are given is one 

that says we can only move forward if some are left 

behind.  You don’t need to accept that.  No one 

should.  

The work ahead of you will be anything but easy… I 

can assure you of that.  That distinct histories written 

on opposite ends of an ocean leave us, at this moment, 

facing essentially the same crisis – underscores its 

profound scale.  
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But you have the power to overcome it.

If you reject the cold complacency of the status quo, 

its power will erode. 

If you speak hard truths, others will listen.

If you empower the people of your great country to 

speak THEIR truths, to stand up and TO ACT in the 

face of this crisis, then there is so much good that you 

can achieve, together.  

And I believe you will. 

Thank you!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

http://www.urbanresearchmaps.org/comparinator/pluralitymap.htm

http://www.nysonglines.com

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 18, 2014 at 10:41 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sure thing - let’s talk next week… adding Liz for scheduling

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 5:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Meredith… Welcome aboard!  I sent Rachel a few small notes on a version I saw a week ago -
unless that’s changed since?  Will forward email

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 4:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Vision for Gracie Mansion





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Glad to hear it.  Have a great weekend!
 

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, September 26, 2014 at 9:41 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:



Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Meredith—

So sorry, John got tied up.  He should be giving you a call shortly.  Please let me know if you don’t hear
from him soon.
 
Thanks!
 
Liz
 

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, September 26, 2014 at 8:36 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Great, confirmed.  Thanks!

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 10:30 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

9:30 on Friday is perfect. Should I have John give you a ring at (212) 570-0985?
 

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 9:50 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Meredith,



Apologies for the delayed response. Is there a time on Friday that might work well for you? Maybe we
could try for 10 or 11 ET?
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
— 
Liz Hegarty

 
 

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 18, 2014 at 9:41 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sure thing - let’s talk next week… adding Liz for scheduling

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 5:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Vision for Gracie Mansion

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Meredith… Welcome aboard!  I sent Rachel a few small notes on a version I saw a week ago -
unless that’s changed since?  Will forward email

From: <Horsford>, Meredith <MHorsford@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 4:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Vision for Gracie Mansion





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:

MAYOR DE BLASIO ANNOUNCES MAJOR SOLAR INVESTMENT AT CITY
SCHOOLS, KEY COMPONENT OF NEW GREEN BUILDINGS PLAN

New installations, funded by City and NY-Sun Initiative, are first step toward 100 MW of
new solar on City-owned buildings and long-term goal of 80 percent reduction in

greenhouse gas emissions by 2050

NEW YORK



Mayor Bill de Blasio

Bill Goldstein, Senior Advisor to the Mayor for Recovery, Resiliency, and
Infrastructure

Daniel Zarrilli, Director of the Mayor’s Office
of Recovery and Resiliency and acting Director of the Mayor’s Office of Long-Term
Planning and Sustainability

Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña

Stacey Cumberbatch,
Commissioner of the Department of Citywide Administrative Services

Department of Buildings Commissioner Rick D. Chandler



Lorraine Grillo, President of the School Construction Authority

Jeffrey D. Sachs, Director of the
Earth Institute at Columbia University and senior UN advisor on global energy

Andy Darrell, Chief of Strategy for U.S.
Climate and Energy at Environmental Defense Fund

Raya Salter, Senior Utility Advocate at the
Natural Resources Defense Council

Michael Mulgrew, president of the United Federation of Teachers

Steven Spinola, President of The Real Estate
Board of New York

Kathryn Wylde, President & CEO, Partnership for New York City.

Congressman Eliot Engel, the senior New York member on the
House Energy and Commerce Committee



Congressman Charles Rangel

Public Advocate Letitia
James

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz
Jr

Manhattan Borough President Gale A.
Brewer

 Senator Jeff Klein.

Assemblyman
Brian Kavanagh, Chair of the New York State Caucus of Environmental Legislators

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz.



Senator Adriano Espaillat

Council Member Donovan Richards, Chair of
the Committee on Environmental Protection

Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez

 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

De Blasio’s Executive Order Will Expand
Living Wage Law to Thousands More





 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Can he possibly do 3 pm
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Michael,
 
We completely understand.  Thanks for the heads up.  I’ll  follow up with you later this afternoon to
confirm.
 
Best,
 
Liz
 

From: <Carey>, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, October 24, 2014 at 3:06 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Call with John Del Cecato
 
Hi Liz,
 
I may have to move this call with all the developments going on.  I hope to finalize in next few
hours.
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
When:
Where:
 
 



 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Confirmed!
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Michael,
 
Hope you had a great weekend.  Just confirming the call tonight at 7:30.  Feel free to let me know if we
need to adjust timing at all.
 
Thanks!  
 
Liz
 
 

From: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 at 10:41 AM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Call on Monday
 
Great, thank you!
 

From: <Carey>, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 at 11:38 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Call on Monday
 
Mayor, First Lady, Peter Ragone, and Emma Wolfe
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



 
Great, confirmed for 7:30 ET on Monday.
 
Conference Dial-in Number: (
Access Code:  
 
When you get a moment can you let me know who else will be on the call?  Thanks!
 

From: <Carey>, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 at 11:34 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Call on Monday
 
Lets go with it.
 
Can you do a call in?
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Michael,
 
Yep, sounds great!  I’ll  place a hold on the calendar.
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 

From: <Carey>, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 at 11:02 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Call on Monday
 

Hi there!
 
Is JD free Monday at 730 PM for a conference calls to talk post Tuesday?
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York



 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ok

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

All,
 
Sorry for the change, but the Mayor would like to do this call NOW:
 
Please dial in:
 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hello!
 
This call will happen closer to 830 PM.
 
Elana will advise when to get on the call.
 
Thanks!!
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 



Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks for your help!
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
I’m actually at home.  You can call my cell if you need anything:   
 

From: <Carey>, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, November 3, 2014 at 6:18 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: are you at the office
 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
To:

Cc:
Subject: Re: Next steps





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Where
Date
Time
Questions

**This event will be video-recorded for a live segment on RNN's Richard French Live.





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

See below.

From
Sent
To
Subject









NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio: No, I don’t smoke pot





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Preach, Reverend!

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Thanks very much for sending. The final sentence is why we MUST deepen our national
work and provide the answer to that question

From
Sent
To
Subject

The New Yorker



From:
Date:
To:
Subject: The NYer: On Keystone and the N.S.A.,
Clinton Remains Quiet

On Keystone and the N.S.A., Clinton Remains Quiet

BY RYAN LIZZA









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



Yes, I am attending 

No, I will not attend





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

All:

As of now this meeting is still happening on Thursday evening.  If things are changed, I will
keep you updated.

Thanks!!!

Michael Paul Carey

City Hall

New York, New York

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Hi All,

We are going to cancel this meeting for tonight.

Michael Paul Carey

City Hall

New York, New York

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:
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To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

In the body of the email:

EVENT MEMO:  THIS WEEK WITH GEORGE STEPHANAPOULOUS
 
DATE
 
TIME:
 
LOCATION:

 
FROM:
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George Stephanopoulos

This Week Good Morning America
 

SHOW SNAPSHOT
NOTE: Estimate 20 questions
 
Anticipated questions on Garner include:
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Sample recent questions on Ferguson:

Sample recent questions on immigration:

Sample recent questions on HRC and Elections:



 
 

PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT MESSAGES
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Mayor Bill de Blasio Delivers Remarks at the Labour Party Conference
September 24, 2014
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pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov

 
 

From: <Hagelgans>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, December 6, 2014 at 3:09 PM
To: Elana Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "'Jonathan@berlinrosen. com'" 
<Jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" 
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" 
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Sandy Seignious <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: MBDB: Prep Call for Sunday Show

In updated briefing memo that was sent to alexis and MPC last night. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Did we ever send a couple sentences to the mayor as he requested? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2014, at 3:02 PM, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Am driving. Will need to dial in 5 min late. 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
Hi All,



We should be starting this call pretty close to on time.

So please dial in close to 3 PM ET.

From: MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov
When: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM December 6, 2014 
Subject: MBDB: Prep Call for Sunday Show
Location: Dial-in Number:  Meeting ID: 

 
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Just sent to him

From: <Leopold>, Elana Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, December 6, 2014 at 3:09 PM
To: Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "'Jonathan@berlinrosen. com'" 
<Jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" 
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" 
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Sandy Seignious <sseignious@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: MBDB: Prep Call for Sunday Show

Ok- was that sent to the mayor? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
In updated briefing memo that was sent to alexis and MPC last night. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Did we ever send a couple sentences to the mayor as he requested? 

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2014, at 3:02 PM, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Am driving. Will need to dial in 5 min late. 
 

From
Sent



To

Subject
 
Hi All,

We should be starting this call pretty close to on time.

So please dial in close to 3 PM ET.

From: MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov
When: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM December 6, 2014 
Subject: MBDB: Prep Call for Sunday Show
Location: Dial-in Number:  Meeting ID: 

 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Excellent work! Thanks!

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Income inequality is the highest it's been in the past 100 years.

32.5% of Americans are living at or near the poverty line







From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Now, find the reference to "One Third of a Nation". My 86 year old aunt, who grew up
during the Depression, referenced this over Thanksgiving. It was a book or speech from
that time. Want to show the continuity with that stat you just sent

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Income inequality is the highest it's been in the past 100
years.

32.5% of Americans are living at or near the poverty line







From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

George: what are you saying about HRC

•

•

George: So, you’re concerned about direction of party and next  candidate. Do you think
HRC will make a good president? 

•

•

•

George: Patrick last week said primaries are good. Do you want Hilary to have a primary? 

•

•

•

•

George: a lot of people noted in march and april of 2008 a different Hilary who spoke much
more passionately who spoke about the reality of working people. Do you see something in
that example?
•

•

•

George: So she could have won if she’d talked about these issues more? 

•



•

•

George: If she runs, do you endorse her? 

•

General rules on HRC questions:
•
•
•

•

George: State Republican chairman said you may run for president. Would you accept that
VP nomination? 

•

•

•

George: Are there people like Eliz Warren on national stage who are picking up this torch
and carrying this message? 

•

•

•

•

•

George: Would Eliz Warren be a good president?
•

•

George: Let’s talk about the other Clinton. The things you’re saying seem to be opposed to
both the idea of Pres Clinton (more moderate approach) but also very consistent with
liberal critique of his presidency, tilting toward Wall Street, home lenders, welfare reform,
nafta, etc. One could hear a rebuke of President Clinton. 

•

•

•



•

George: HRC has gotten the memo it seems – she’s coming to the left wing of the
Democratic party over the past weeks. 

•

George: everything you’re saying really comes down to taxing the rich. 

•

George: so then let’s go back to 2008, which you keep referring to. Has POTUS failed on
income inequality in your mind? 

•

•

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Now, find the reference to "One Third of a Nation". My 86 year old aunt, who grew up
during the Depression, referenced this over Thanksgiving. It was a book or speech from
that time. Want to show the continuity with that stat you just sent



From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Income inequality is the highest it's been in the past 100 years.

32.5% of Americans are living at or near the poverty line







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Note this passage, esp Schumer. 

Some have been critical of Democrats for abandoning the populist message that once resonated
with blue-collar whites. That’s something they’ll have to fix if they hope to turn things around in
2016. 

Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) has started that conversation on the left, arguing that Democrats
misallocated their resources passing the healthcare law when they had majorities in both chambers.
They should have focused on the plights of the middle class after the economic meltdown, he
argued.

From
Sent
To

Cc
Subject

Collapse among white voters



Fail Marys

Assault on the airwaves

Cassidy rallied conservatives early



Doomed from the start

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:





From:



Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

JDC,

What's out line on the LA Senate race and Landrieu getting beat last night? Did she run away from
Dem principles? I don't think we followed it that closely here and I could see this being the natural
follow today. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sorry I didn’t respond to this - but in case there’s follow-up elsewhere - Landrieu ran away from Obama 
with some voters & then embraced him with others - was all over the map - the polar opposite of being 
authentic and bold

http://theweek.com/speedreads/index/260006/speedreads-democratic-sen-mary-landrieu-runs-away-
from-obama-in-campaign-ad

From: <Ragone>, Peter <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, December 7, 2014 at 7:41 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Natl/local data

JDC,

What's out line on the LA Senate race and Landrieu getting beat last night? Did she run away from 
Dem principles? I don't think we followed it that closely here and I could see this being the natural 
follow today. 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
One more

http://fortune.com/2014/10/31/inequality-wealth-income-us/
"Saez and Zucman show that, in America, the wealthiest 160,000 families own as much wealth as the 
poorest 145 million families"

On Dec 6, 2014, at 3:18 PM, Jonathan Rosen <Jonathan@berlinrosen.com> wrote:

Do we have a comp stat to how well the wealthiest Americans are doing in recovery?  Feel 
like we need a parallel to just increase in poverty.  

Sent from my iPhone



On Dec 6, 2014, at 4:15 PM, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Here's what mahen recommends:

near the poverty level.

with tens of millions more also struggling to get by.



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

CAPS is still a tool we could use/revive. Worth considering our future vision for it. You
and JDC should discuss

From
Sent
To
Subject

What’s going on with CAPS?  Is that dead?  This is very scary.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
http://www.politico.com/story/2014/12/budget-rider-would-expand-party-cash-
113459.html
 

Budget rider would expand party
cash

KENNETH P. VOGEL

A provision tucked deep inside the $1.1-trillion spending bill filed by Republicans on
Tuesday night would dramatically increase the amount of money a single rich donor



could give to national party committees each year — from $97,200 to as much as
$777,600.
The provision, inserted as a rider to the bill only hours before it was filed, would mark a
further erosion of campaign cash restrictions. They’ve been whittled away by recent
federal court rulings, most notably the Supreme Court’s 2010 Citizens United decision.
 
Advocates for reducing the role of money in politics immediately called on President
Barack Obama to reject the rider, which one leading advocate, Fred Wertheimer,
decried as “written for millionaires and billionaires.”
 
But the rider would also provide a huge boost to the national parties — which some
campaign finance scholars see as having the potential to improve governance by
reducing political polarization.
 
The Democratic and Republican party committees have seen their clout plummet in
recent years as power and cash have migrated to outside groups empowered
by Citizens United and related decisions that allowed independent groups to raise and
spend unlimited cash on ads boosting favorite candidates or savaging their opponents.
 
By contrast, the maximum contributions the national party committees can accept
have ticked upward only slightly every two years to account for inflation. In 2014, a
donor could give $32,400 per year to each of the national party committees – the
Democratic National Committee, Republican National Committee, Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee, National Republican Senatorial Committee,
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee and the National Republican
Congressional Committee.
 
So, for example, a wealthy liberal could donate a maximum of $97,200 combined to
the three national Democratic Party committees. If they wanted to give more to a
national effort, they’d have to turn to one of the many liberal super PACs – such as
Tom Steyer’s NextGen Climate Action or the Harry Reid-linked Senate Majority PAC –
that are allowed to accept unlimited checks but are barred from coordinating with the
party committees or their candidates.
 
But under the rider, that same donor each year could give the $97,200 to the three
main committees, plus that same amount to as many as an additional seven accounts –
described as “separate, segregated” funds – set up within the committees:
 

 set up by the DNC to fund its presidential nominating conventions.
 

the committees’ headquarters – including any building-related expenses incurred in
the last two years.
 



challenges and other legal proceedings.
 
Republicans, of course, would be able to set up the same such accounts.
 
While calculations of the rider’s impact differed in the hours after it was revealed, it
appeared that a single donor would be able to give at least $388,800 per year to the
various national committee accounts, and possibly as much as $777,600, depending on
how the language was interpreted.
 
Because the limits are for each year, that means that a single wealthy donor during a
two-year election cycle could potentially give a total of nearly $1.56 million to all the
various party committee funds if the rider is signed into law. Of course, that depends
on how it’s interpreted by election lawyers and the Federal Election Commission.
 
The rider caps at $20 million the amount the RNC and DNC could spend through their
separate segregated convention accounts on any given convention.
 
The convention piece of the provision is at least partly a response to a bill Obama
signed this year that eliminated public funding of the presidential nominating
conventions.
 
“Parties are now strapped without the public funds, so what this allow them to do is
turn to huge contributors who have a vested interest in the outcome of the election to
pay for this,” said David Donnelly, executive director of a group called Every Voice that
works to reduce the role of money in politics. “It is a further chipping away of the
contribution limits that were set for parties and a further shift towards large
contributions rather than raising a large number of contributions from regular
Americans,” Donnelly said, blaming Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell, a
longtime opponent of campaign finance restrictions.
 
McConnell’s office said the rider was not added at his behest. And it appeared near the
very end of the 1,600-page bill, which Senate Democrats had been negotiating with
Republicans.
 
House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) has indicated that the House could vote as early
as Thursday on the spending bill, which would fund the government through next
September.
 
McConnell, who will assume the role of Senate Majority Leader when the new
Congress is sworn in next year, had been pushing to attach a different rider that would
have empowered the party committees by removing restrictions on their ability to
interact with candidates.
 
That provision, which was opposed by the man McConnell is replacing as majority
leader, Nevada Sen. Harry Reid, does not appear to have made it into the spending bill.



 
And Reid’s office told POLITICO he would not oppose the expanded contribution limits.
 
Ray La Raja, a University of Massachusetts professor who specializes in studying the
role of political parties, said the rider would allow party committees to pry back some
power and control from outside groups. “It gives the formal party organization and its
leaders more resources to bring data files and other campaign infrastructure back in
house, and that will give them more leverage. And it allows them to compete for
talent, and that means something. Right now, the best talent goes to these outside
groups.”
Lisa Gilbert, director of the congressional arm of the advocacy group Public Citizen,
called the rider “embarrassing” and asserted that empowering the parties wouldn’t
address concerns about the growing role of money in politics.
 
“The answer to out-of-control and unlimited outside spending by the super-rich and
giant corporations isn’t to enable out-of-control and virtually unlimited contributions
to parties – and, inevitably, candidates – but to get outside spending under control,”
she said.
If anything, she said, the deal would take the system back to the days of party soft
money, when corporations and unions could donate unlimited sums to the party
committees.
 
“Increasing these limits would only enable more dollars to pour into a system already
flooded with cash and would encourage higher independent expenditures in the
money arms race to counter them,” she said.
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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Inevitable Infighting

Welcome to the Democrats' Post-Obama Family 
Feud
Dec 12, 2014 5:45 AM EST
The Progressive movement is in search of a leader and a voice to pressure Hillary Clinton to embrace 
populist economic issues.
  

Lisa Lerer
It's turning out to be an awkward week for the Dean family. As former Vermont Governor Howard Dean 
announced Wednesday that he would back a Hillary Clinton presidential bid, the progressive group he 
founded declared that they were launching a major campaign to coax Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth 
Warren into the race.

"Some of the other candidates may not be happy about this but they’ll thank us for it later," Jim Dean, 
executive director of Democracy for America, and Howard's brother, said of the effort to woo Warren. 
"Part of this is trying to wake the party up." His position couldn't be more different than his brother's, who 
praised Clinton as a "mature, seasoned, thoughtful leader" in an editorial published by Politico that 
morning.

As the Jims of the Democratic world are clamoring for an alternative to Clinton, the Howards are racing to 
line up behind her even though she hasn't decided whether to run. The two powerful women at the center 
of the discontent, however, are little more than indicators of a far broader family feud over the 
Democratic party’s future heading into 2016. On one side of the debate are strategists and officials, 
including some aligned with Clinton, who believe their path to the White House in the post-Obama era 
rests with wooing centrist, working class voters.  To progressive activists, union members, and other parts 
of the "professional left," as an Obama aide once called them, victory lies in running on an aggressive, 
populist economic message. 

"I'm not saying there won't be a primary contest but I don't see any reasonable possibility that she could 
be denied the Democratic nomination."

Former Ohio Governor Ted Strickland

"Some of the jockeying now is trying to strategically make sure Hillary understands that she can't be an 
economic moderate without generating pushback," said Andy Stern, the former head of the Service 
Employees International Union. "Progressives are anxious that her policies, not her heart, will be too 
generous toward Wall Street."



That debate will take center stage this weekend, when liberal activists gather in Washington for 
RootsCamp, an annual "unconference" that brings thousands of progressives to the Washington 
Convention Center. A major topic in the hallways will be the announcement by liberal groups this week of 
plans to spend more than a million dollars, including opening offices in the early primary states of Iowa 
and New Hampshire, trying to convince beloved economic populist Warren to challenge Clinton. Despite 
Warren's insistent refrain that she is not running for president, activists see a glimmer of hope. "She's 
been very consistent in her statements saying she is not running present tense," said Neil Sroka, a 
spokesman for Democracy for America. "Tense matters."

For now, though, progressives are a movement in search of a leader. With Clinton's take-over of the 
Democratic party near complete, there's no national figure willing to take up their cry. Other than Warren, 
former Wisconsin Senator Russ Feingold, known for his principled stances against big money in politics, has 
a government job already—working for the State Department that Clinton used to run. Maryland Governor 
Martin O'Malley’s political clout was weakened by the midterm loss of his lieutenant governor in the race 
to succeed him and the governor has pulled staff out of Iowa. Even Al Sharpton, who hammered Clinton 
for taking weeks to comments on the racially-charged riots in Ferguson, Missouri, put out a press release 
to brag about his birthday call from Clinton. 

Of course, Clinton could decide not to run, Warren could change her mind, or any number of 
unpredictable events that tend to scramble presidential races could upend the Democratic field. But, so 
far, there's little sign that many Democrats are thirsting for a Clinton alternative. In Iowa, for instance, she 
is the top candidate for 53 percent of likely Democratic caucusgoers, according to a Bloomberg Politics/Des 
Moines Register poll. That's roughly five times bigger than Warren, who followed with 10 percent support 
as a first pick of party insiders. Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders, and independent, and former Virginia 
Senator Jim Webb, who've expressed interest in running, trailed behind at three and one percent, 
respectively. "If she chooses to run, and I hope she does, I think she will have no significant opposition," 
said Ted Strickland, the former Ohio Governor who now heads the Center for American Progress Action 
Fund, the advocacy arm of a liberal think tank. "I'm not saying there won't be a primary contest but I don't 
see any reasonable possibility that she could be denied the Democratic nomination."

Strickland, along with other Clinton-backers, sees commercial motives in the Draft Warren effort. "If 
someone has said they are not a candidate for president, period, is it respectful or disrespectful to use 
that person's name for their own purposes?" asked Des Moines lawyer Jerry Crawford, who co-chaired 
Clinton's 2008 campaign in Iowa and helps lead Ready for Hillary, a group laying the groundwork for a 
campaign, in the state. "If Secretary Clinton said she wasn't running, I wouldn't be out there disrespecting 
her by engaging in a draft movement."

Unlike the Tea Party, which remains a powerful force in the Republican party, the influence of progressive 
groups has waned during the Obama years. With the Senate soon to be in Republican control, progressives 
aspire to become their own power center that can force Democrats to stand strong on economic issues. By 
aligning themselves with Warren, who’s an outspoken advocate of Wall Street regulation, groups like 
MoveOn not only grow membership lists and bank accounts, they also raise their profile. “Could there be 
some self-serving motives behind this? Of course," said Strickland. "If you're not engaged in some kind of 
specific effort, it's a little more difficult to keep support coming in."

While Warren is their billboard, the real target is likely Clinton. A history of pro-business economic policies 
and a roster of rich Wall Street donors make progressive and union activists anxious about the direction of 



her leadership and political loyalties. Though she has yet to announce a campaign, they're trying to send 
the message that their concerns should not be taken for granted.  "I think the fact that people are 
encouraging a person who probably isn't going to run may just be a manifestation of wanting to make clear 
that Secretary Clinton is not going to walk in and assume there's a coronation," said Stern. "She's going to 
have to work it policy-wise, particularly on the economy"

That's no surprise, given that most Democrats have already turned their attention to Clinton. Operatives 
are jockeying for jobs. Donors are eager to open their wallets. And politicians are rushing to position 
themselves for a campaign that doesn't yet exist. Why should her progressive opposition be any different?
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Great
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Sure that works!
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From: <Howe>, "Howe, Amanda" <AHowe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, December 11, 2014 at 9:37 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting?

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From: <Howe>, "Howe, Amanda" <AHowe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, December 11, 2014 at 9:01 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Meeting?
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Cc:
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To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

We're going to need paid media on schools too. Let's talk tomorrow on
this?
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Sent
To
Cc

Subject



I agree that new yorkers and police officers need to hear
directly from the mayor
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To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Shud be aware of this –
 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

We're going to need paid media on schools too. Let's talk tomorrow on this?

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



I agree that new yorkers and police officers need to hear directly from the mayor
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Sent
To
Cc

Subject





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

True, but before they hear from me, they need to hear a chorus of outrage directed at the PBA. Let's
pick up the pace on this. I have messages in to the Cardinal and the Governor

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

I agree that new yorkers and police officers need to hear directly from the mayor

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject





From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Totally agree. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Cuomo's response is either classic Cuomo or actually might be helpful: he asked if I
wanted him to condemn PBA's action or get Lynch to apologize. My answer, from the
gut, was that the latter was better for moving this troubled dynamic in our city
forward. He said he would try. He suggested a breakfast mtg with him and lynch after
which lynch apologizes. I told him I was open to it, but doubted lynch would move

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Great. 



From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Ill hit up zwilling
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Just spoke with the Cardinal. Very good conversation. He was appalled and
immediately offered to help. He's planning on putting out a statement tmrw. Pls
coordinate with him team -- want maximum attention on what he does

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

I agree that new yorkers and police officers need to hear directly from the mayor
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Cc

Subject





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Linder and Bratton talking about tonight. Talked to Miller who thought it was disgusting and insane,
and is working on event options and media options for counter-messaging at cops, and thinking
about ways to get at Lynch directly.
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Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Where's Bratton's head on this?

From
Sent
To

Cc
Subject

Just went back to Gov. Made clear a mtg makes no sense in current environment. First
need Gov to condemn, which he says he's willing to do. Then can see if PBA willing to
do anything worthy enough to accept a peace offering

From



Sent
To

Cc
Subject

Agree strongly with the sequencing suggested here. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Think Gov should condemn first. Agree with JDC/Peter/Tony on not elevating Lynch.
Would hate to give him leverage.

My two cents - Lynch doesn't deserve to be in same room as the Mayor, and for this
stunt to get him in a room would not be good for the world, even if he does apologize
for what he just did, because it would still validate his hair on fire "strategy"

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



From: <Shorris>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, December 14, 2014 at 2:28 PM
To: BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Howe, Amanda" <AHowe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe,
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carrion, Marco A." <mcarrion@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Disgusted

Cuomo's response is either classic Cuomo or actually might be helpful: he
asked if I wanted him to condemn PBA's action or get Lynch to apologize.
My answer, from the gut, was that the latter was better for moving this
troubled dynamic in our city forward. He said he would try. He suggested
a breakfast mtg with him and lynch after which lynch apologizes. I told



him I was open to it, but doubted lynch would move

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Great. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Ill hit up zwilling
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Just spoke with the Cardinal. Very good conversation. He was appalled
and immediately offered to help. He's planning on putting out a
statement tmrw. Pls coordinate with him team -- want maximum
attention on what he does

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

I agree that new yorkers and police officers need to hear directly from the
mayor

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject







From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Should we be putting out a statement on arrest of cop beater?

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Where's Bratton's head on this?

From
Sent
To



Cc

Subject

Just went back to Gov. Made clear a mtg makes no sense in current
environment. First need Gov to condemn, which he says he's willing to
do. Then can see if PBA willing to do anything worthy enough to accept a
peace offering

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Agree strongly with the sequencing suggested here. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Think Gov should condemn first. Agree with JDC/Peter/Tony on not
elevating Lynch. Would hate to give him leverage.

My two cents - Lynch doesn't deserve to be in same room as the Mayor,
and for this stunt to get him in a room would not be good for the world,
even if he does apologize for what he just did, because it would still
validate his hair on fire "strategy"

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



From: <Shorris>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, December 14, 2014 at 2:28 PM
To: BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Howe, Amanda"
<AHowe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Carrion, Marco A." <mcarrion@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic"
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Disgusted



Cuomo's response is either classic Cuomo or actually might
be helpful: he asked if I wanted him to condemn PBA's
action or get Lynch to apologize. My answer, from the gut,
was that the latter was better for moving this troubled
dynamic in our city forward. He said he would try. He
suggested a breakfast mtg with him and lynch after which
lynch apologizes. I told him I was open to it, but doubted
lynch would move

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Great. 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

Ill hit up zwilling
 

From:
Sent:
To:



Cc:

Subject:

Just spoke with the Cardinal. Very good conversation. He
was appalled and immediately offered to help. He's planning
on putting out a statement tmrw. Pls coordinate with him
team -- want maximum attention on what he does

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

I agree that new yorkers and police officers need to hear
directly from the mayor
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Sent
To
Cc

Subject





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Perfect. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Bratton is doing a presser at 5:30 re: Australia incident and re: post-Garner protests. He will have questions planted
re: PBA/funerals and SBA/"nincompoop" and he says he'll push back on both. He duly noted the Cardinal's op-ed -- I
think it helped him feel more ready to speak up, fwiw

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Top NYPD union reps: Timothy Cardinal Dolan is right that de Blasio, cops need to reconcile



 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Well-argued!! Too bad this guy isn't on our side

From
Sent
To
Subject

Warren Can Win 







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And from now on: the answer to any and all requests from the Cuomo Administration is NO. The 
default position is NO. Then we will decide if and when there should be any yesses

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Agree strongly with the sequencing suggested here. 

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Think Gov should condemn first. Agree with JDC/Peter/Tony on not elevating Lynch. Would hate to 
give him leverage.

My two cents - Lynch doesn't deserve to be in same room as the Mayor, and for this stunt to get 
him in a room would not be good for the world, even if he does apologize for what he just did, 
because it would still validate his hair on fire "strategy"

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
I’m a little worried that a sit-down would put Lynch on same level as us & risks what Tony suggested - that 
it’s somehow both of us apologizing… 

My preference would be for us to, in our next high-level remarks on race/police-community relations, 
pivot to something like this - that doesn’t call out Lynch specifically, but alludes to him...

“There are two approaches to public safety in our city.



"There’s the old model, that suggests the only way to reduce crime is to divide our city along racial lines by 
word and deed; recognize and promote our hardworking and extremely skilled police officers based solely 
on the number of arrests; shut out the voices of those who are mistrustful of law enforcement; and 
suggest that those who seek to bridge that divide of distrust are somehow unappreciative, or even 
dismissive, of the courage work that our officers do.  In essence, it said, if you’re gonna make an omelette, 
you’ve got to crack a few eggs.

“And there’s a new model, which I embrace, that calls that old model out for what it is: a false choice; a 
reckless approach to police-community relations that has no connection to reality.  Some of the same folks 
who champion the old model are the very folks who said that this administration - by retraining our police 
force to eliminate the abuse of stop-and-frisk and instead target the actual bad guys - would lead to a 
huge spike in crime.  On every major indicator, those folks have been proven wrong - terribly wrong.  

"We have a long way to go, but by pursuing policies that recognize and promote police officers based on 
how they are viewed by the communities they serve — their record of both protecting the neighborhoods 
they patrol AND respecting the neighbors themselves.

“That is a 21st Century model for policing New York City - and one that Commissioner Bratton and I are 
committed to.”

Something like that.

From: <Shorris>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, December 14, 2014 at 2:28 PM
To: BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Howe, Amanda" <AHowe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carrion, 
Marco A." <mcarrion@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Disgusted

I agree it would be better for the city for Lynch to apologize -- even if it conveniently elevates AMC to 
peacemaker above the fray -- but I assume the conditions of engagement would have to be very clear in 
advance (i.e., it's not like both sides have apologize to each other).   

Anthony E. Shorris
First Deputy Mayor
City of New York
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
212-788-3191



On Dec 14, 2014, at 2:22 PM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Cuomo's response is either classic Cuomo or actually might be helpful: he asked if I 
wanted him to condemn PBA's action or get Lynch to apologize. My answer, from the 
gut, was that the latter was better for moving this troubled dynamic in our city 
forward. He said he would try. He suggested a breakfast mtg with him and lynch after 
which lynch apologizes. I told him I was open to it, but doubted lynch would move
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Cc

Subject
 
Great. 
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Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Ill hit up zwilling
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Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Just spoke with the Cardinal. Very good conversation. He was appalled and 
immediately offered to help. He's planning on putting out a statement tmrw. Pls 
coordinate with him team -- want maximum attention on what he does
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Sent
To
Cc

Subject

I agree that new yorkers and police officers need to hear directly from the mayor
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Cc

Subject
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Cc:
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Councilmember Jumaane Williams: "I
expected more from the Governor"
BY ANNIE KARNI  

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

Tuesday, December 16, 2014, 4:47 PM

Councilmember Jumaane Williams "expected more" from Gov. Cuomo.

The Brooklyn councilmember told the Daily News he was appalled by Cuomo's failure to chastise
Patrolmen's Benevolent Association chief Pat Lynch for actions that helped inflame tensions between the
police and City Hall.

In an interview on public radio's “Capitol Pressroom" Monday, Cuomo weighed in on Lynch's online
petition, where cops can request that Mayor de Blasio and Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito stay
away from their funerals if they are killed in the line of duty.

Cuomo explained that Lynch was reacting emotionally to anti-cop protests sweeping the country in the
wake of grand jury decisions in the Eric Garner and Michael Brown cases.

“He was venting that emotion,” Cuomo said. “He is standing up for the police, which is his job, and making
the point that police need protection, too, in situations like this, and need respect and consideration in
situations like this.”

Cuomo referred to Lynch as a friend.

“There is no doubt that this is a difficult situation and there are strong feelings all around and expressing
those feelings is natural and may be cathartic," Cuomo said.

Williams said he was angered by Cuomo's comments.

"Pat Lynch is showing who he really is -- but I expected more from the Governor,” Williams told The News.
“I think everybody of good conscious is telling Pat Lynch he needs to be more responsible with his words.
Why the Governor wouldn't is appalling.”

Public Advocate Letitia James and Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito both declined to comment about
Cuomo’s comments. A City Hall spokesman did not respond to a request for comment.



“I think people should be calling the Governor out," Williams said. “All of the leaders right now should be
trying to make the discourse productive. Pat Lynch has not been doing that. If the Governor is going to
chime in, he should be doing that."

On the radio, Cuomo also said he expected tensions to simmer. "We also have to remember at the end of
the day that we all work together and we all need one another and we’re talking about very seasoned
professionals, very responsible professionals," he said.

A spokeswoman for Cuomo did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

 
 
Phillip Walzak
Press Secretary
Office of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio
O: 212-788-2958
C: 917-455-8420
pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov
twitter: @ptwalzak
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:

Subject:
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Hello!
 
Just a reminder of Tonight’s Planning Meeting.  Please note that there is a Press/Room 9
Holiday Party at Gracie happening until about 7:30 PM.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
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To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks, Liz!
Yes, both days are fairly open for Penny. We would be very happy for John to visit us! Our offices are

on E. 44th St. between 1st and 2nd Ave., on the 27th floor of 2 UN Plaza.
Just let me know when is best for John, and I will put it on Penny’s schedule and notify the security
desk.
We’re looking forward to meeting him.
Thanks again,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
No problem.  Happy to have John come by your office.  Any chance there’s a time on the 7th or 8th that
works for Penny?
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, December 18, 2014 at 10:20 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
I just spoke with Penny, and she is hoping to meet John in person after the New Year, if possible. I
apologize for the inconvenience, but could we reschedule?
If so, would you let me know a few times that work well for John? Penny is happy to meet him at
AKPD’s New York office, our office on 44th, or another location of John’s choosing.
Thanks again,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Thanks, Liz!



Penny will call tomorrow.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Yes, tomorrow at 3:30 is great.  John can be reached on his cell:   Feel free to let me
know if it would be easier if he dials Penny directly.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 2:02 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
Thanks for getting back to me and for offering those times. Might John be available tomorrow at
3:30?
Best,
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Hope all is well.  John’s schedule is fairly flexible over the next few days.  Is there a time that works well for
Penny on either Thursday or Friday afternoon?
 
Many thanks,
 
Liz
— 
Liz Hegarty



 
AKPD Message and Media
Office: 312-664-7500
Cell: 203-482-6229

lhegarty@akpdmedia.com 
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 1:57 PM
To: "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hey Matt - sure, that'd be great - adding Liz for my sked 

On Dec 17, 2014, at 10:46 AM, Graham, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Hello, Mr. Del Cecato.
I am writing with the hope that we might schedule a call between you and Penny
Abeywardena, Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office for International Affairs. She is
responsible for conveying the Mayor’s message to a global audience and would
appreciate your expertise. Would you please let me know when there is a good time to
speak?
Best regards,
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

On a routine basis, I only need my half hour with him each week.  More generally, I would like to
hold an hour or two each week for substantive issue meetings that have some time sensitivity (i.e.,
we have to decide MTA strategy before the fare vote, he wants to discuss our CUNY options, we
need to discuss upcoming labor issues, etc.).  Hard to imagine government policy matters will not
consume an hour a week or two a week of his time – we can’t just do these on the fly.  I will work to
keep things within the limited timeframe allocated.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Hello Everyone,
 
I wanted to follow up from our conversation on Thursday evening to put together the entire
months of January and February.  Can you please send to me directly your full time
requests, mapped out week-by-week.  As an example:
 
Week of January 11th – 10 Hours of Call Time
Week of January 11th – 5-7 Hours of Albany Relationship Building
Week of January 18th – 10 Hours of Workout
 
Please submit your plan by noon on Sunday.  We will be doing a follow up call with the
Mayor on Monday or Tuesday per his request.
 
I have Dean’s requests already – so he gets an A+.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
 
Michael
 
 
 



Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

That’s why he’s The Dean!

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, December 19, 2014 at 2:43 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Nick Baldick <nbaldick@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fuleihan, Dean (OMB)" 
<fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>, "Howe, Amanda" <AHowe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wiley, Maya" 
<MWiley@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, "Ragone, Peter" 
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz 
<RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "John, Roxanne" 
<RJohn@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Follow Up from Wednesday Planning Meeting

Hello Everyone,
 
I wanted to follow up from our conversation on Thursday evening to put together the entire 
months of January and February.  Can you please send to me directly your full time 
requests, mapped out week-by-week.  As an example:
 
Week of January 11th – 10 Hours of Call Time
Week of January 11th – 5-7 Hours of Albany Relationship Building
Week of January 18th – 10 Hours of Workout
 
Please submit your plan by noon on Sunday.  We will be doing a follow up call with the 
Mayor on Monday or Tuesday per his request.
 
I have Dean’s requests already – so he gets an A+.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
 
Michael
 
 
 



Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

HEAD TABLE      1

CATSIMATIDIS, JOHN TABLE       2



$500 TABLE      3

SIMONE, MARK TABLE      4

$250 TABLE      5



$250 TABLE      6

$250 TABLE      7

$500 TABLE      8



$250 TABLE      9

PITTA & GIBLIN TABLE    10

$250 TABLE      11

CUMELLA, SALVATORE J. TABLE     12



RINALDI, ANTHONY T. TABLE      13

GOTHAM GOVERNMENT TABLE 14

Michael Paul Carey



City Hall

New York, New York

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:

Dial-in Number: 

Meeting ID: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

HEAD TABLE  1

CATSIMATIDIS, JOHN TABLE  2

$500 TABLE  3

SIMONE, MARK TABLE  4



$250 TABLE  5

$250 TABLE  6

$250 TABLE  7

$500 TABLE  8

$250 TABLE  9



PITTA & GIBLIN TABLE  10

$250 TABLE  11

CUMELLA, SALVATORE J. TABLE  12

RINALDI, ANTHONY T. TABLE  13

GOTHAM GOVERNMENT TABLE 14

Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York

From:





From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Please dial in for this call with the Mayor and First Lady.

Michael Paul Carey

City Hall

New York, New York

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: <Hagelgans>, Andrea Hagelgans <ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, December 21, 2014 8:58 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca 
Katz <rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Mahen Gunaratna <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams 
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Daily Beast: NY Police Union's vile war with Mayor

Vile Savagery

The NY Police Union’s Vile War with Mayor 
De Blasio







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

JDC, thoughts?

From
Sent
To
Subject

Attached. Please let me know if you have comments/suggestions



1 
 

MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO, 
POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2014 
 

Honored to be here with Police Athletic League as it ends 
100th year 
 
But saddened it is on day all of NYC mourning two fallen 
heroes 

o Rafael Ramos 

o Wenjian Liu 

Brave and good men, devoted to families and New York 
City 

Murdered in cold blood simply for wearing NYPD uniform 
and badge 

o And putting lives on line to protect city they loved 

Those shots through patrol car window on Myrtle Ave. 
Saturday afternoon did not just kill Officers Ramos and Liu 
. . . 

They wounded every New Yorker 



2 
 

And today, we are all in pain 

 [SPACE] 

Before continue, profound thanks to all of New Yorkers 
who rose to challenge Saturday 
 
o Police on scene who pursued assailant until he took 

his own life 

 

o EMT’s, doctors, nurses, staff who so heroically 
transported and cared for Officers Ramos and Liu 

 
And would like to acknowledge 

 [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS TO BE ADDED: INCLUDE JOHN 
CATSIMATEDES AND RICKI KLEIMAN] 

[SPACE] 

Saturday’s killings were an assassination – and an attack of 
civilized society 

 
But most of all, unspeakable tragedy for families 

 



3 
 

What should have been ordinary day on beat ended with 
two grieving widows and child without father 

 
Saturday, Commissioner Bratton and I met with Officer 
Ramos’s wife and 13-year old son 

 

o And Officer Liu’s wife of 2 months 

 

As father and husband, no sadder moment than Saturday 
at Woodhull Hospital seeing toll a man on a mad mission 
of hate . . . 

 

. . . took on two such loving families 

 

Now not a time for politics or pushing agendas 
 
No place for those who would pit New Yorker against New 
Yorker 
 
o Or use this tragedy to score points 



4 
 

 

Let no one suggest that a fellow New Yorker caused this 
mad act. Or that a political debate did. 
 
o I know emotions are raw – but that is a departure 

from fact, an assault on City these officers loved 
 

Out of respect for families, asking for no protests during 
period of mourning 

 

For the families, for the City, this is a time to heal 

 

 [SPACE] 

Before Saturday’s tragic events, was planning to talk 
about a different subject – and now more relevant, 
more urgent than ever 
 
Wanted to talk about a Tale of Two NYPD’s 

 

o NYPD we read about in newspapers, see on TV . . . 
 



5 
 

o And NYPD we rarely do 

 

First, the NYPD we have seen in the news this past year 
 
Year in which police departments nationwide in 
spotlight 

 

Ferguson, Staten Island incidents have started national 
conversation about policing, police-community relations 

 

Not always easy conversation, but valuable one 
In a democracy, we hold our offices with consent of 
people, and people should be heard on how city run 
 
In conversation, I have tried to keep focus on practical 
question of how we improve – how we reform 

 

How tear down walls between police and community – 
and build bridges 

 



6 
 

Reforms not about mere niceties – not “community 
relations” 

 

Get at something very profound about policing: its 
legitimacy and strength come from connection to 
community 

 

A matter of fundamentally orienting policing in the 
direction it must go 

 

 

o To be legitimate 
o To be effective 

[SPACE] 

Fortunately, no Police Department in country more 
reform-oriented than NYPD 
 
Say often NYPD is best police force in world 

 

o And we have crime stats to prove it 
 



7 
 

Crime down another 5% this year 
 

But also most innovative police department in country 
 
o It is in our DNA 

 
Under Teddy Roosevelt, who led NYPD in late 1800s, 
New York a leader in the use of fingerprints  
 
More recently, NYPD developed CompStat, now model 
for the nation 

 

 

And in October unveiled $160 million new technology 
initiative 
 
o Providing every officer with smart phones  

 
o And thousands of patrol cars with ruggedized tablets 

[SPACE] 

2014 a year of tremendous reform of policing methods, 
under excellent leadership of Commissioner Bratton 
 



8 
 

Promised to fundamentally reform “Stop and frisk” policy, 
and we did 
 
 
o In 2011, nearly 700,000 stops, on track for fewer than 

50,000 this year 
 

Changed policy on low-level marijuana arrests – and 
arrests down nearly 65% since policy changed  
 
And Commissioner Bratton committed this summer to 
retrain every officer  
 
 
o To make sure best training in use of force, community 

relations 
 

While we have done these things, by all measures policing 
getting better 
 
In addition to that 5% drop in crime . . . 
 
 
. . . Complaints filed with CCRB down nearly 10% this year 
– and force complaints down 11.4% 



9 
 

 
Story of a world-class department moving even further in 
right direction 

[SPACE] 

Now, want to talk about that second NYPD – one we don’t 
hear enough about 
 
Overwhelming majority of NYPD – who not only do jobs 
with great professionalism – but care deeply about people 
of NYC – especially young people 
 
That is ethos – driving spirit – behind Police Athletic 
League 
 
Founded in 1914 by Police Commissioner Arthur Woods in 
large part to “reduce tensions between officers and youth 
 
Police brought needy children in their precincts to places 
that could help them 

 

o And closed off streets so children in crowded 
neighborhoods had places to play 
 



10 
 

All about helping to build bonds between young people 
and police – and keeping disadvantaged young people 
on the right track 
 
Now serves 40,000 children in all 5 boroughs – primarily 
high-risk youth in most under-served communities 

 

We also see this spirit of concern for, partnership with 
community in so many parts of NYPD: 

 

o 77 NYPD Community Councils, one in each 
precinct, which bring community members and 
Commanding Officer together regularly to discuss 
neighborhood policing 
 

o Citizens Police Academy, 14-week program offered 
twice a year, giving community intensive lessons in 
policing 

 
 

o Youth programs, like NYPD Summer Youth Police 
Academy and Law Enforcement Explorers 

[SPACE] 
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But greatest untold story of NYPD is individual officers in 
every part of City not only doing jobs with enormous 
skill, bravery, and professionalism . . . 
 
. . . But showing extraordinary compassion for people of 
NYC 

 
 
Want to mention two today – who represent what I 
consider the real spirit of NYPD 
 
#1: One is Det. Patrick Blanc in Jamaica, Queens who 
started own non-profit, “Embrace Ya Kidz” 

 
 
For past 6 years, has served Thanksgiving meals on 
streets of Queens 
 
Held coat drives, distributed hundreds of toys to NYC 
kids 

 
 
Last month, when learned of mother who just lost two 
kids in a fire – raised money for funeral and went to 
Haiti to personally escort grieving grandmother to NYC 
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Det. Blanc says: “If we can just do our part one block at 
a time I think we can change the world” 

 
 
#2: Second person want to talk about is Joanne Jaffe 
 
o Now three-star chief – highest-ranking female chief 

in the department 
 

Joined NYPD in 1979, walked beat in East New York – 
very tough assignment 
On Palm Sunday, 1984, Officer Jaffe responded to mass 
shooting in East New York 
 
o Went in with gun drawn – found 10 dead and a 

crying, bloody 13-month old child 
 

Officer Jaffe took little girl, Christina Rivera, to hospital, 
and afterward remained in her life 
 
Became surrogate parent – and at age 14, Christina 
moved in with officer and her husband 
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Last year, Officer Jaffe legally adopted Christina 
 
Christina now grown up – and an auxiliary police officer 

 
 
And very proud to say Commissioner Bratton tapped to 
lead NYPD Community Affairs Bureau 

[SPACE] 

Detective Blanc and Captain Jaffe – and yes, Officers 
Ramos and Liu – represent the real NYPD 
o Not only the finest, but the most decent police 

force in the world 
 

Today, as the pain of Saturday’s events is still fresh, so 
many of us are wondering what we can do to honor the 
memories of the two fine men we lost 
 

First, let us do everything in our power to support and 
protect brave men and women of the NYPD 

 

 

If anyone hears or sees a threat – online, in person – 
must report it at once 
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And City must take every measure it can to ensure 
safety of our men and women in blue 

 

Let us express our gratitude for sacrifice of two fallen 
heroes whose lives were tragically cut short Saturday . . 

 

 

With our appreciation for 35,000 living heroes of the 
NYPD, who continue to put lives on line for us every day 

[SPACE] 
Let us also do something more: honor memory of 
Officers Ramos and Liu by being best city we can be 

 

NYC’s strength always that it is city of great diversity, 
but one focused on what unites us than divides us 

 

In these challenging times, let us rededicate ourselves to 
common values we cherish 
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o Rule of law 

 

o Respect for all people 

 

o Moving forward together  

 
What I believe Cardinal Dolan was suggesting in Mass 
yesterday that New York City can be – like Bethlehem in 
Biblical times – a place from which comes “light, unity, 
and life.” 

 [SPACE] 

New York City is that city – and we will remain that city 
 
And we ensure that by rededicating ourselves to the 
things that unite us rather than the things that divide us 

 

And by emphasizing, always, our common humanity 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Recommend we send soon. JDC- any thoughts? 

From
Sent
To
Subject

We're going to give him a version with just guideposts as well ( so 2 versions). He may just want to
riff 

From
Sent
To
Subject

Can't be more than 20 if we committed 10

From
Sent
To
Subject

1 issue adam and I are struggling with is length. He is currently only slated for 10 min. This is a 30
min speech as written. Think we can go longer than 10 but 30 might be too much. 

From
Sent
To
Subject

JDC, thoughts?

From
Sent
To
Subject

Attached. Please let me know if you have comments/suggestions



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks! 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Sorry I missed you guys last night - sent Andrea a few thoughts

From: <Ragone>, Peter <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, December 21, 2014 at 10:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Cohen, Adam" <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fw: Draft PAL Remarks

JDC, thoughts?
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Attached. Please let me know if you have comments/suggestions



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks, John – very helpful input as always
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Sorry I missed you guys last night - sent Andrea a few thoughts
 

From: <Ragone>, Peter <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, December 21, 2014 at 10:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Cohen, Adam" <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fw: Draft PAL Remarks
 
JDC, thoughts?
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Attached. Please let me know if you have comments/suggestions



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Have done.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

John, you are right about how to discuss a Pause. Adam, pls incorporate John's words in #5 below into my
remarks today

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Mon, 22 Dec 2014 16:03:06 +0000
To: Bill de Blasio<  Chirlane<
Subject: FW: Pls review closely- updated remarks
 
Number Five is courtesy of Rosen… If we’re committed to calling for The Big Pause (something I’m still
grappling with), then I think it’s the right tone
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Monday, December 22, 2014 at 11:00 AM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter"
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Glazer, Elizabeth" <EGlazer@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls review closely- updated remarks
 
Much better - thanks.
 
Couple of things:
 
1.  I don’t think this is quite right.  Maybe just repeat his line from Saturday - this wasn’t just an
unthinkable attack on two brave police officers; it was an attack on all New Yorkers.
Shots through patrol car window Saturday did not just kill Officers Ramos and Liu -- wounded every New
Yorker
2.  Bratton’s “spin-off” comment on the Today Show isn’t what Bratton meant (at least in my opinion).  I
don’t think he was trying to suggest a link between the murders and the protests.  I think he was saying
how disgusting it was for a deranged individual to USE the protests as a bogus way of explaining his violent
spree, which began before he wrote that (when he shot his ex-girlfriend).  As Kareem Abdul-Jabar said, it’s



like linking Cather in the Rye to the murder of John Lennon.  Just because a madman offers that up as their
excuse doesn’t mean we should accept it.  (Probably not something for MBDB’s official remarks - but for
Q&A, and possibly for NYT op-ed).
3.  I don’t like the following line because it sounds like we’re saying the protests pit New Yorker against
New Yorker.
No place for those who would pit New Yorker against New Yorker
4.  I’m still not sold on The Big Pause, for two reasons: a) sounds like we’re connecting peaceful protests to
the murders, when they are NOT connected in reality; b) it forces us to “own” the protests; c) we’re sort of
implying that the protests should continue after the funerals are over.  But I think I’ve been overruled on
that one - just wanted to spell out my thinking more clearly than I did from the car yesterday.
5.  Finally - a thought - maybe for this speech:
 
As we enter a week of grief and mourning, I want to urge all New Yorkers to stand in solidarity with
these families.  To show them that all New Yorkers share their pain; to tell these families that our
whole city, with one heart, honors the service of their father, their son, their husbands…and grieves
with them.

There will be a time to return to the debates of these past weeks  – but that time is not now while
these families and our whole city is in mourning.    

So I would urge those who have protested, AND those who have been vocal against those protests,
to step back this week…let’s turn our thoughts to our common identity…as New Yorkers.  Let’s reach
across the divide and find what unites us.  Let’s devote this week to honoring the service of these
two brave men.

(Maybe urge people to approach officers this week and thank them for their service, etc.) ?

 
 
 
 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, December 22, 2014 at 10:35 AM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Glazer, Elizabeth" <EGlazer@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Pls review closely- updated remarks
 
Am walking them into them now
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



 
+JDC.

Also Shorris and Williams see this?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO,
POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2014
 

• Honored to be with Police Athletic League as concludes
100th year
 

Saddened on day mourning heroes: Rafael Ramos,
Wenjian Liu

Murdered for wearing NYPD uniform, badge

Shots through patrol car window Saturday did not just kill
Officers Ramos and Liu -- wounded every New Yorker

Today, we are all in pain

[SPACE]

• Profound thanks to:

 

o Police who pursued assailant

 



o Con Ed workers on scene who heroically helped give
chase

 
 

o EMT’s, doctors, nurses, staff at Woodhull Hospital

 
• And would like to acknowledge

[ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS TO BE ADDED: INCLUDE JOHN
CATSIMATEDES AND RICKI KLEIMAN]

[SPACE]
Saturday’s killings attack on civilized society, but most of
all tragedy for families

• Saturday, Commissioner Bratton and I met with Officer
Ramos’s wife and 13-year old son, Officer Liu’s wife at
hospital
 

o Painful to see effect of madman’s hate on 2 loving
families

 
• Now, for families, for City, time to heal

 
• Now not a time for politics or pushing agendas

 

• No place for those who would pit New Yorker against
New Yorker

 



• Out of respect for families, ask for no protests during
period of mourning

[SPACE]
• Want to talk today about NYPD that so many New Yorker

see  every day – NYPD that PAL embodies

 
• So many people think first of NYPD as world’s best police

department – which it is
 

• Have crime stats to prove it – Crime down another 5%
this year – City never safer
 

• Also have great history of being on cutting edge of law
enforcement – reform in its DNA
 

• A leader in the use of fingerprints in 1800s, more recently
inventor of CompStat
 

• And in October unveiled $160 million new technology
initiative
 

• 2014 a year of tremendous reform, under excellent
leadership of Commissioner Bratton
 

• Fundamentally changed “Stop and frisk” policy:
 

o In 2011, nearly 700,000 stops, on track for fewer than
50,000 this year
 

• Changed policy on low-level marijuana arrests:
 



o Arrests down nearly 65% since policy changed
 

• And Commissioner Bratton committed this summer to
retrain every officer on use of force, community relations

 
• While have done these things, by every measure policing

getting better
 

• In addition to 5% drop in crime, CCRB complaints down
nearly 10% this year – and force complaints down 11.4%

[SPACE]
• But there is also another side of NYPD – One New Yorkers

across City know well
 

• Men and women of NYPD not only do jobs with great
professionalism – but care deeply about people of NYC –
especially young people
 

• That is driving spirit behind Police Athletic League
 

• Founded in 1914 by Police Commissioner Arthur Woods
in large part to “reduce tensions between officers and
youth
 

• Now serves 40,000 children in all 5 boroughs
 

• See concern for community in so many parts of NYPD:
 

o  77 NYPD Community Councils, one in each precinct –
bring community members, Commanding Officer
together

 



o Citizens Police Academy, 14-week program for
community

 
o Youth programs like NYPD Summer Youth Police

Academy and Law Enforcement Explorers
 

• But greatest story of NYPD is individual officers in every
part of City not only doing jobs with skill, bravery, and
professionalism . . .
 

• . . . but showing extraordinary compassion for people of
NYC
 

• Want to mention two today – who represent real spirit of
NYPD
 

• #1: Det. Patrick Blanc in Jamaica, Queens who started
own non-profit, “Embrace Ya Kidz”
 

• For past 6 years, has served Thanksgiving meals on
streets of Queens
 

• Held coat drives, distributed hundreds of toys to NYC kids
 

• Last month, when learned of mother who just lost two
kids in fire raised money for funeral and went to Haiti to
personally escort grieving grandmother to NYC
 

• Det. Blanc says: “If we can just do our part one block at a
time I think we can change the world”
 

• #2: Joanne Jaffe, now three-star chief – highest-ranking
female chief in the department



 
• Joined NYPD in 1979, walked beat in East New York – very

tough assignment
 

• On Palm Sunday, 1984, responded to mass shooting in
East New York – found 10 dead and a crying, bloody 13-
month old child
 

• Took little girl, Christina Rivera, to hospital, afterward
remained in her life
 

• Became surrogate parent – and last year, Chief Jaffe
legally adopted Christina
 

• Christina now grown up – and an auxiliary police officer
 

• And very proud: this year Commissioner Bratton tapped
Chief Jaffe to lead NYPD Community Affairs Bureau

[SPACE]
• Detective Blanc and Chief Jaffe – and yes, Officers Ramos

and Liu – represent real NYPD
 

o Not only finest, but most decent police force in world

 
[SPACE]

 
• Today, as pain of Saturday’s events still fresh, so many of

us wondering what can do to honor memories of two fine
men we lost
 

• First, let us do everything in power to support and
protect brave men and women of the NYPD



 
• If anyone hears or sees threat against NYPD must report

it at once
 

• And City must take every measure can to ensure safety of
police
 

• Let us also do something more: honor memory of Officers
Ramos and Liu by being best city can be
 

• Family of Officer Ramos called for “peaceful coexistence”
– honor him by that
 

• NYC’s strength always that it is city of great diversity, but
one focused on what unites us than divides us
 

• In these challenging times, let us rededicate ourselves to
common values we cherish:
 

o Rule of law
 

o Respect for all people
 

 
o  Moving forward together

 
[SPACE]

 
• Cardinal Dolan said in Mass yesterday New York City can

be – like Bethlehem in Biblical times – place from which
comes “light, unity, and life.”
 



• New York City is that city – and we will remain that city
 

• Ensure that by rededicating ourselves to the things that
unite us rather than the things that divide us
 

• And by emphasizing, always, our common humanity
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

She delivered our tps.  She needs to be ready to push back and have a real conversation tomorrow AM.

Avi — let's you and me double team here.

From: <Fink>, Avi <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, December 22, 2014 10:20 PM
To: Rebecca Katz <rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Amy 
Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Cc: Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Morning Joe

I thought she was good.

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Melinda on CNN now.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Monday, December 22, 2014 10:15 PM
To: Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Cc: Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Morning Joe

Blood on his hands?

Quite the opposite.  Grief on his mind, and resolve to protect New Yorkers - both police officers and 
everyday residents - in his heart.  Those who say otherwise are employing the most despicable of tactics - 
exploiting the deaths of our brothers in uniform to help advance a transparently political agenda. 

On Dec 22, 2014, at 10:07 PM, Spitalnick, Amy (OMB) <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov> wrote:



Sharing the overarching TPs we're using w/ surrogates as FYI --

A TIME TO COME TOGETHER FOR THE CITY
 

·      The tragedy that occurred Saturday afternoon was caused by a violent, deranged 
person who decided to, because of his own illnesses and problems, launch an awful 
spasm of destruction.  

 
·      The reforms that the de Blasio Administration has discussed have never been 
about punishing police.  They have been about bringing the police and the 
communities they serve closer together.  These are reforms that are good for both 
community residents, AND good for the police.

 
·      Those who want commonsense reforms that make us all safer and united - 
including police - should not be confused with the actions of a sick murderer.

 
·      We have seen tens of thousands of people express their views over the past 2-3 
weeks peacefully and non-violently.  That is an accomplishment we should all be 
proud of.

 
·      And before Saturday we had already sent a clear message that violence of any 
kind in protests - against citizens, against police, against property - was 
unacceptable and would not be tolerated.  There is no ambiguity about violence. 
And, what’s more, the vast majority of New Yorkers (including many who protested) 
were sickened by what happened to PO Ramos and PO Liu.

 
·      These are tragic times, and people are understandably angry and sad. Emotions 
are running high.

 
·      Our focus must be on the families and friends of the fallen and their extended 
NYPD family. 

 
·      The Mayor has urged a pause in political debates and protests until the funerals. 
He is focused on what we as a City must do to help the NYPD and the families of 
POs Ramos and Liu, and we stand ready to assist in any way we can. 
 
In response to questions on the Mayor & PBA:
 
The Mayor has worked to build a culture of tolerance and be a steady voice for 
needed reforms, while being explicit in his deep respect of those in uniform. 
 
[As many NYC journalists have noted these last few days, he has not uttered a single 
bad word about the NYPD.]
 



The Mayor has demonstrated this in word and deed - 
 
He was clear during protests that violence of any kind would not be tolerated.
 
And this year, he's invested an hundreds of millions in the NYPD’s budget to enhance 
and expand training, provide technology that will protect both officers and our 
communities, improve facilities, and much more.

On Dec 22, 2014, at 10:04 PM, Wolfe, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Plus del Cecato 
John these are our surrogates on the firing lines 
Keep it short and sweet 

On Dec 22, 2014, at 9:56 PM, Katz, Rebecca <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Both Melinda Katz and Buffalo Mayor Brown will be on Morning 
Joe tomorrow.  I'm guessing they will talk up the Politico piece.

Trying to really help them through this.  Group sourcing qs you 
are hearing/ think they might get and any answers.
--
Amy Spitalnick
Director of Public Affairs, OMB
Office of the Mayor
212-788-2958
917-960-0974

Esp with MK, feel like we really need to walk through all 
potential Q and A.  Trying to think like Joe.  We're not going to 
have Mika there, so could be tough for the Beep.
 
Do you agree that he has lost the Police?
 
De Blasio is like Obama in that it doesn’t matter how 
much he achieves, he just can’t communicate his 
success.  How does he get past this?
 
What can the mayor do to fix this?



 
Why does he have such a problem with whites?
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To:
Cc:
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Bratton just on cbs 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Fyi they just teased her if anyone is interested. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



A TIME TO COME TOGETHER FOR THE CITY





 
Do you agree that he has lost
the Police?
 
De Blasio is like Obama in
that it doesn’t matter how
much he achieves, he just
can’t communicate his
success.  How does he get
past this?
 
What can the mayor do to fix
this?
 
Why does he have such a
problem with whites?
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To:
Cc:
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Date:

From: <Wolfe>, Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 7:31 AM
To: "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Amy Spitalnick
<SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Morning Joe

Fyi they just teased her if anyone is interested. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



A TIME TO COME TOGETHER FOR
THE CITY







 
Do you agree that
he has lost the
Police?
 
De Blasio is like
Obama in that it
doesn’t matter
how much he
achieves, he just
can’t
communicate his
success.  How
does he get past
this?
 
What can the
mayor do to fix
this?
 
Why does he have
such a problem
with whites?
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A New Model for Policing 
By Bill de Blasio 
DRAFT 
 
 
In the midst of a holiday season we look to with joy, New Yorkers from all walks of 
life are sharing in grief. 
 
The tragic, senseless killings of NYPD officers Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos have 
shaken our city to its core.  These proud and courageous public servants wanted 
nothing more than to honor their vow to protect and to serve.  They wanted to keep 
their community safe from harm, and to continue the nearly unimaginable success 
that New York’s Finest have achieved in driving crime in our city to a record low – a 
five percent reduction in serious crime from last year, with the lowest number of 
homicides since the City began keeping records. 
 
As Mayor, I’ve now had to console the families of these two slain police officers, and 
the family of Staten Islander Eric Garner.  
 
While the circumstances of these tragedies were different, the shock and grief and 
heartbreaking sense of loss expressed by their families were very much the same.  
 
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw emotion that 
we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in different ways – some 
constructive, some destructive. 
 
But at this moment, we remember New York City is one family – a family that will 
come together in common cause in light of the long view – dedicated to building 
bridges of understanding that can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us 
apart again. 
 
Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often thankless job.  And 
striking the right balance between rigorously protecting public safety and 
respecting individuals is part of what makes the job so challenging.  It must be done 
with extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, our police deserve our gratitude and 
our respect. 
 
It is also true that many times, young men of color are considered suspect simply 
because of how they look, and sometimes that leads to tragedies like the ones we've 
seen so often.  That sense of distrust doesn't make policing any easier.  It makes it 
more difficult.  It makes it more dangerous. 
 
This tug between public safety and civil rights are not mutually exclusive.  In fact, 
the opposite is true. 
 
Building a partnership between police and the communities they serve is actually a 



strategy for driving crime down even further, and protecting both residents and 
officers alike. 
 
When every neighborhood in New York greets the sound of sirens with a sense of 
relief instead of anxiety, it encourages neighbors to work with law enforcement to 
prevent crime, and to more quickly prosecute acts of violence.  When officers know 
that residents respect the job that they do, it fosters a sense of partnership in 
purpose, rather than an assumption of hostility.   
 
And that is the goal to which we as city must work. 
 
We’ve made some early progress – reducing the number of stop-and-frisks from 
700,000 two years ago to less than 50,000 today (CHECK).  We’ve begun a thorough 
retraining of our police officers, from top to bottom.  We’ve worked to free our cops 
from cumbersome and counterproductive ticket-writing quotas, and equip them 
instead with the tools they need to target dangerous crime – like shot-spotter, body 
cameras, and other technologies made possible by a XXX increase in the police 
budget. 
 
As a city, we must also rethink what we are asking our police department to do to 
keep us safe. 
 
The old model has its roots in a New York City beset by thousands of murders a 
year; a crack cocaine epidemic; street corners that even our cops found too 
dangerous to enter.  It was an era gripped by fear – fear from residents in high-
crime neighborhoods, fear from those in safer neighborhoods located nearby, fear 
from officers facing a crime wave that some saw as irreversible. 
 
We will never, ever return to those days.  But neither will we let our memories of a 
bygone era unwisely dictate the way we police our streets today. 
 
The modern NYPD is more diverse than ever before.  Our most recent tragedy 
shined a light on that fact, with our Latino and Asian communities mourning the loss 
of officers who shared their ethnicity. 
 
Today, we look to the city we hope to build – a new model, based upon the long view 
– a model centered on trust instead of fear.  We commit to driving down crime even 
further, by building a stronger relationship between cops and communities.  To that 
end, we will recognize and celebrate and promote police officers not simply by 
studying statistics and arrest numbers, but by gauging how the residents of a 
precinct view those that patrol their precinct.  Is there a mutual respect between an 
officer and the neighborhood?  Is law enforcement targeting those that present a 
real danger, while protecting the rights of those who present little or none? 
 



That new model – one that promotes constructive dialogue, respectful policing, and 
the security of those we entrust to keep all of us safe – is the path to a stronger and 
more secure city. 
 
This renewal of police-community relations will not happen overnight.  After 
decades of distrust – the product of both disorder and disrespect – it will take years 
for us to get where we, as one city, need to go. 
 
But we will get there -- not through vitriolic words or vicious scapegoating or 
violent protest – but through conversation and collaboration and a long view 
commitment to safety and justice for every New Yorker. 
 
And we will get there together. 
 

### 
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John, Here is the current draft.  Feedback welcome.
Adam
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o Fellow members of NYPD

Rafael was a great New Yorker – a
lifelong Brooklynite --- whose life 
revolved around three great passions 

One was his family

Deep love of his wife Maritza, his high 
school sweetheart, love of his life

Enormous love of, pride in, his two 
sons 

Justin, his oldest, 

o
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And Jayden, youngest, who became a 
family spokesman in most modern way

o A tribute he wrote to his father 
went viral on the Internet

o Began simply: “He was the best 
father I could ask for”

Rafael cherished time he could spend 
with his family

o Cheering for the Mets, playing
basketball with sons in Highland 
Park, blasting Spanish gospel 
music from car

Rafael also came from a big, warm, 
extended family



4

o When he was at the hospital, there 
was barely enough room for all of 
the relatives who showed up

Rafael played special role in family:
mediator, one people trusted to settle 
disputes and make peace

[SPACE]

Rafael’s second great passion: his faith

So much of his life revolved around 
this church, this spiritual community

Embraced idea that: “If your way isn’t 
working, try God’s way”

Spent last 10 weeks of life studying to 
be a chaplain – and was taken from us 
day he was to graduate



5

Said so much about who Rafael was 
that he wanted to serve people 
spiritually while on the police force

And was already thinking about life of 
religious service after he left the force 

[SPACE]

Rafael’s final passion: work for NYPD  

He always wanted to join the 
Department – although that was not his 
first career

Before joining NYPD, was school 
safety officer –  a beloved one

But Rafael did not give up on his 
dream, and two years ago finally joined 
the NYPD



6

Not many people excited to take a test,
but Rafael couldn’t wait for NYPD test

Because for him, opportunity to serve 
City as a Police Officer was literally a 
dream come true

He died doing something that was so 
central to his life: protecting others

[SPACE]

One of the most beautiful verses in the 
Bible is also one of simplest

From the Sermon on the Mount: 
“Blessed are the peacemakers”

Could have been said with Rafael in 
mind
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He was the peacemaker in his large 
family – as well as its moral center

Peacemaker in Church, working every 
day to spread message of faith and love

And peacemaker for City of New York

A reason police officers called “peace 
officers” – they keep City peaceful

Rafael put his life on the line every 
day, so that his fellow New Yorkers 
could go about their lives in safety

o Knowing that if trouble ever 
struck, someone like Rafael would 
be there to rescue them

Rafael’s life was tragically cut short 
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But his memory will live on in the 
hearts of his family, his church, and his 
brothers and sisters in the NYPD

And of millions of New Yorkers, who 
mourn that he was taken so soon – and 
are eternally grateful for his sacrifice 

A few words in Spanish: 

Nueva York está de lúto por la muérte de 
uno de sus mejóres hijos, Rafael Rámos.

Rafael Rámos era un padre y espóso 
amoróso, un hombre de mucha fe, y un 
valiénte policía que murió miéntras trabajába 
en mantenér a nuestra ciudad segura.



9

Su vída refléja las palábras de la bíblia: 
“Bién-avén-turá-dos los que pro-cú-ran la 
paz.”

ENGLISH TRANSLATION

New Yorkers are mourning the loss of 
one of our finest, Rafael Ramos

He was a loving husband and father, a 
man of great faith, and a brave police 
officer, who died while keeping the city 
safe.

His life embodies the words of the Bible: 
“Blessed are the peacemakers.”



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thank you! 

From
Sent
To
Subject

Thanks, John. This was the level of detail we got from the family. I am wary about using
a eulogy to do anything but praise/mourn the disceased. I would rather people say
there was too little messaging on larger issues than too much. Also: other occasions
coming up soon for broader themes.

From
Sent
To
Subject

John, Here is the current draft.  Feedback welcome.
Adam
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From
Sent
To

Subject

HOW ABOUT THESE?
 
Draft Remarks for NYPD Graduation:
(IF BOOED)
I know why you are booing me. I also know I’m not the only Mayor
who has been booed by the police department.
And I know why some officers have turned their back on me and the
people who elected me Mayor, your fellow citizens.
You’re feeling a lot of pain right now. And no one person is going to
make that go away. I can only begin understand what that feels like. 
But in the aftermath of this tragedy, you’ve been misled and presented
with a false choice by forces that want to divide this city and its police
department.
You’ve been told that when leaders like me and Commissioner Bratton
say we can create a new and better relationship with the police
department and the community of New York, that this is an attack on
you.
It’s not.
To all you new Police Officers, I say join with us. Join with
Commissioner Bratton; join with Cardinal Dolan and Reverend Bernard.
Join with Eric Adams and Melinda Katz. Join with your local precinct
councils. Join with your fellow officers and all of the people of this city
who are committed to improving their safety and thereby yours.



In many ways, Police officers have the hardest job in the city. You
didn’t create domestic violence. You didn’t create the drug dealing and
the racism and the poverty we face in this country. But you have to
deal with it. Not in an abstract way, but at its reality. We can never be
thankful enough for what you do.
But we try.
Over the past few days, some police officers have turned their back on
me, and since I was elected by your fellow New Yorkers, they’ve
turned their back on all of us.
Let me be very clear. We will not turn our back on you. Ever.
If anyone threatens a police officer and hurts a police officer, we will
find them. We will arrest them. We will make sure they pay a steep
price.
We honor New Yorkers abilities to exercise free speech. Even if we
deplore what they’re saying. NYPD has shown the world that in
America we take the constitution that you just swore to upheld very
seriously. And it sets us apart from everyone else in the world. 
One other thing. Sometimes, things have happened to police officers
that aren’t fair.
I don’t think its fair that the police department has not had a labor
contract with the city of New York for many years now. I’m not going
to blame anyone.  I am going to work everyday to fix it. 
I also don’t think it was fair for political forces in Albany to reduce the
pensions and disability payments for those who wear uniforms for New
York City.  If you know anything about me, you should know I want
every single person who works for the city to get a fair shake.
I’m going to work with the city council and leaders in Albany to right
that wrong for you and your brothers and sisters.
It’s something that we can fix together.
In the coming days, we are going to lay to rest yet another police
officer, who was killed by a criminal madman.



On Saturday, I invoked the Sermon on the Mount when talking about
Officer Ramos. Blessed are the peacemakers. You are all going to be
peacemakers.  
Let join together and lay aside the false choice that you’ve been
offered.
Let’s make a choice together. You are all new on the job. Let’s choose
a new path together.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Thanks, Phil -- very helpful. And thanks Andrea. 

From
Sent
To

Subject

Adam, forwarding you materials in case helpful

From
Sent
To

Subject

I like addressing head on more - "will never turn our back on you"

Need to discuss how better police-community relations good for community AND cops - everyone
safer, everyone focusing on real bad guys

And lean in more on the stuff we are doing for cops - flesh out more the $350m+, the body cams,
the retraining - ensure all of you officers have the absolute finest technology and training possible so
you can do your job to keep us safe - that's my solemn pledge to you.

WN - tmrw a good day to formally issue the 1pgr on the $$? 

From
Sent
To

Subject



Attached.  These are graduation remarks, but make some comments about Ramos and Liu, how we
move forward. Very much welcome ideas, reactions, input.
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http://www.city-journal.org/2013/23_1_william-bratton.html
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Molly Ball from The Atlantic reached out to do a profile on the Mayor. 
 
Not sure where we are with the national push – I imagine we are on hold on some level
– but she wants to do the story that I think the Boss would like a lot.
 
She read his op-ed and is really interested in his progressive message and what it
represents.
 
I’ve worked with her a lot over the years and do believe this could be a good story
with a nice slant.
 
She’s looking for an interview and hoping for some time in the next month.
 
Here’s her piece from last year:
 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/09/who-is-bill-de-blasio-and-could-
he-be-new-yorks-next-mayor/279442/
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
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whats going to happen w KVH?
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Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Molly Ball from The Atlantic reached out to do a profile on the Mayor. 
 
Not sure where we are with the national push – I imagine we are on hold
on some level – but she wants to do the story that I think the Boss would
like a lot.
 
She read his op-ed and is really interested in his progressive message and
what it represents.
 
I’ve worked with her a lot over the years and do believe this could be a
good story with a nice slant.
 
She’s looking for an interview and hoping for some time in the next
month.
 
Here’s her piece from last year:
 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/09/who-is-bill-de-
blasio-and-could-he-be-new-yorks-next-mayor/279442/
 



--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Cool, thanks… Wasn’t sure about “bad police contacts” - just a term we used to
use - but may not make sense… 

Also - let me know if you want any input on Liu funeral remarks

From: Peter Ragone <
Date: Saturday, January 3, 2015 at 10:50 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Phil Walzak <  Emma Wolfe <
Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, Andrea Hagelgans
<  "Cohen, Adam" <ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Second cut at NYT op-ed

This is great. I'm going to make a few changes, but overall very powerful...

This is a personal email account. If this communication is related to official business please
email me at pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov.

On Dec 29, 2014, at 5:06 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Not sure whether the Comms Team is still planning on submitting something
like this - or when you plan to do so - but I tried to ratchet back some of the
Garner-Liu-Ramos comparisons a bit, and refer to those matters more
obliquely, so as not to further antagonize the cops.

But I still kept a lot of the principles and policies behind our police reform
agenda in there.  I separated the deplorable actions into three parts:
violent/hateful protestors; abusive/overly aggressive cops; and a deranged
individual who denigrated the peaceful protest movement.

I also called out Lynch and company, but not by name or specific affront.  That
felt beneath the bigness of this op-ed to me.



I also tried to shine a bright light on both the reforms we’re doing AND the
success we’ve had on crime reduction in 2014 - but maybe we should highlight
that in even more detail.

===
UNTITLED2
By Bill de Blasio
DRAFT
 
 
In the midst of a holiday season we look to with joy, New
Yorkers from all walks of life are sharing in grief.
 
The tragic, senseless killings of NYPD officers Wenjian Liu and
Rafael Ramos have shaken our city to its core.  These proud and
courageous public servants wanted nothing more than to honor
their vow to protect and to serve.  They wanted to keep their
community safe from harm, and to continue the nearly
unimaginable success that New York’s Finest have achieved in
driving crime in our city to a record low -- a five percent
reduction in serious crime from last year, with the lowest
number of homicides since the City began keeping records.
 
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses
the raw emotion that we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense
of injustice – in different ways – some constructive, some
destructive.
 
But at this moment, we remember New York City is one family
– a family that will come together in common cause in light of
the long view – dedicated to building bridges of understanding
that can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us
apart again.
 
Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often
thankless job.  And striking the right balance between
rigorously protecting public safety and respecting individuals is
part of what makes the job so challenging.  It must be done with
extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, our police deserve
our gratitude and our respect.
 
It is also true that many times, young men of color are



considered suspect simply because of how they look, and
sometimes that leads to tragedies like the ones we've seen. 
That sense of distrust doesn't make policing any easier.  It
makes it more difficult.
 
The question we must ask ourselves is this: how do we keep
EVERY New Yorker safe – whether black, white, Latino, or
Asian; whether they wear a uniform, or a hoodie with baggy
jeans; whether they are the targets of overaggressive policing,
subjects of ugly, hate-filled taunts or despicable violent protests;
or victims of a deranged individual who shamefully uses
peaceful protests as a cover for his acts of unthinkable evil.
 
This tug between public safety and civil rights are not mutually
exclusive.  In fact, the opposite is true.
 
Building a partnership between police and the communities
they serve is actually a strategy for driving crime down even
further, and protecting both residents and officers alike.
 
When police see residents of their precincts as dedicated to the
same mission – targeting violence and lawlessness – they are
better able to serve the neighborhoods with the professionalism
they exemplify.  When neighbors see officers as respectful and
restrained, they can assist law enforcement in the effort to lock
up the criminals and avoid bad contacts with innocent
individuals.
 
Our goal is tackling crime together, and building mutual trust. 
And that is the goal to which we as city must work.
 
We’ve made some early progress – reducing the number of
stop-and-frisks from 700,000 two years ago to less than 50,000
today (CHECK).  We’ve begun a thorough retraining of our
police officers, from top to bottom.  We’ve worked to free our
cops from cumbersome and counterproductive ticket-writing
quotas, and equip them instead with the tools they need to
target dangerous crime – like using GPS to pinpoint gunshots,
fitting police with body cameras, and tapping other technologies
made possible by a XXX increase in the police budget.  And we
will be proposing measures to literally bring officers in closer
regular contact with those they serve, offering subsidies to cops
who choose to live in the city, and – like so many other New



Yorkers – struggle with the soaring cost of housing.
 
As a city, we must also rethink what we are asking our police
department to do to keep us safe.
 
The old model has its roots in a New York City beset by
thousands of murders a year; a crack cocaine epidemic; street
corners that even our cops found too dangerous to enter.
 
We will never, ever return to those days.  But neither will we let
our memories of a bygone era predetermine the right way to
police our streets in the modern era.
 
Today’s NYPD is more diverse than ever before.  Our most
recent tragedy shined a light on that fact, with our Latino and
Asian communities mourning the loss of officers who shared
their ethnicity.
 
So we look to the city we hope to build – a new model, based
upon the long view – a model centered on trust instead of fear. 
To that end, we will recognize and celebrate and promote police
officers not simply by studying statistics and arrest numbers,
but by gauging how the residents of a precinct view those that
patrol their precinct.  Is there a mutual respect between an
officer and the neighborhood?  Is law enforcement targeting
those that present a real danger, while protecting the rights of
those who present little or none?
 
At the same time, we will ask ourselves, as a city, whether we
are doing everything in our power to protect our police –
against disrespect, against hateful words and actions, against
threats of violence. 
 
That new model – one that promotes constructive dialogue,
respectful policing, and the security of those we entrust to keep
all of us safe – is the path to a stronger and more secure city.
 
This renewal of police-community relations will not happen
overnight.  After decades of distrust – the product of both
disorder and disrespect – it will take years for us to get where
we, as one city, need to go.
 
But we will get there -- not through vitriolic words or vicious



scapegoating or violent protest – but through conversation and
collaboration and a long view commitment to safety and justice
for every New Yorker.
 
And we will get there together.
 

###
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New Era of Policing Will Dawn
By Bill de Blasio
DRAFT

In the midst of a New Year that we look to with joy, New Yorkers from all walks of life are sharing in grief.

The tragic, senseless killings of NYPD officers Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos have shaken our city to its 
core.  These proud and courageous public servants wanted nothing more than to honor their vow to 
protect and to serve with respect for New Yorkers.

They wanted to keep their community safe from harm, and to continue the nearly unimaginable success 
that New Yorkers and New York’s Finest have achieved in driving crime in our city to a record low -- a 
nearly five percent reduction in serious crime from last year, with the lowest number of homicides since 
the City began keeping records.

We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw emotion that we feel – the anger, 
the sadness, the sense of injustice – in different ways – some constructive, some destructive.

But at this moment, we remember New York City is one family – a family that will come together in 
common cause in light of the new era we have forged together – dedicated to building bridges of 
understanding that can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us apart again.

Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often thankless job.  And striking the right balance 
between rigorously protecting public safety and respecting individuals is part of what makes the job so 
challenging.  It must be done with extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, our police deserve our 
gratitude and our respect.



It is also true that at times, people of color have felt suspect simply because of how they look. That sense 
of distrust doesn't make policing any easier.  It makes it more difficult.

The question we must ask ourselves is this: how do we keep EVERY New Yorker safe –  whether they wear 
a  suit and tie, a uniform, or a hoodie; whether they were the targets of stop and frisk policing, subjects of 
ugly, hate-filled taunts or despicable violent protests; or victims of a deranged individual who shamefully 
uses peaceful protests as a cover for his acts of unthinkable evil.

This tug between public safety and civil rights are not new nor are they mutually exclusive.  In fact, the 
opposite is true.

Building a partnership between police and the communities they serve is actually a strategy for driving 
crime down even further, and protecting both residents and officers alike.

When police see residents of their precincts as dedicated to the same mission – targeting violence and 
lawlessness – they are better able to serve the neighborhoods with the professionalism they exemplify.  
When neighbors see officers as their partners in safety, they can assist law enforcement in the effort to 
lock up the criminals and avoid unnecessary contacts with innocent individuals.

Our goal is tackling crime together, and building mutual trust.  And that is the goal to which we as city 
must work.

Together with America’s finest cop, Commissioner Bill Bratton, we’ve made some early progress – reducing 
the number of stop-and-frisks from 700,000 two years ago to less than 50,000 today (CHECK).  We’ve 
begun a thorough retraining of our police officers, from top to bottom.  We’ve worked to free our cops 
from cumbersome and counterproductive ticket-writing quotas, and equip them instead with the tools 
they need to target dangerous crime – like using GPS to pinpoint gunshots, fitting police with body 
cameras, and tapping other technologies made possible by a XXX increase in the police budget.  

And we will be proposing other measures this year to literally bring officers in closer regular contact with 
those they serve. 

As a city, we must also rethink what we are asking our police department to do to keep us safe.

The old model has its roots in a New York City beset by thousands of murders a year; a crack cocaine 
epidemic; street corners that even our cops found too dangerous to enter.

We will never, ever return to those days.  But neither will we let our memories of a bygone era 
predetermine the right way to police our streets in this new era.

Today’s NYPD is more diverse than ever before.  Our most recent tragedy shined a light on that fact, with 
our Latino and Asian communities mourning the loss of officers who shared their ethnicity.

So we look to the city we hope to build – a new model for a new era– a model centered on trust instead of 
fear.  To that end, we will recognize and celebrate and promote police officers not simply by studying 



statistics and arrest numbers, but by gauging how the residents of a precinct view those that patrol their 
precinct.  There will be mutual respect between an officer and the neighborhood.  Law enforcement will 
target those that present a real danger, while protecting the rights of those who present little or none.

At the same time, we will ask ourselves, as a city, whether we are doing everything in our power to protect 
our police – against disrespect, against hateful words and actions, against threats of violence.  

That new era model  – one that promotes constructive dialogue, respectful policing, and the security of 
those we entrust to keep all of us safe – is the path to a stronger and more secure city.

This renewal of police-community relations will not happen overnight.  And history has taught us that 
change can be difficult and painful. But we know, as this great city always has, that we advance only as one 
New York. 

We will not fear this new era of policing. We will embrace it and discover a new dawn -- not through 
vitriolic words or vicious scapegoating or violent protest – but through conversation and collaboration and 
a commitment to safety and justice for every New Yorker.

And we will get there together.

This is a personal email account. If this communication is related to official business please email me at 
pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov.

On Dec 29, 2014, at 5:06 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Not sure whether the Comms Team is still planning on submitting something like this - or 
when you plan to do so - but I tried to ratchet back some of the Garner-Liu-Ramos 
comparisons a bit, and refer to those matters more obliquely, so as not to further antagonize 
the cops.

But I still kept a lot of the principles and policies behind our police reform agenda in there.  I 
separated the deplorable actions into three parts: violent/hateful protestors; abusive/overly 
aggressive cops; and a deranged individual who denigrated the peaceful protest movement.

I also called out Lynch and company, but not by name or specific affront.  That felt beneath 
the bigness of this op-ed to me.

I also tried to shine a bright light on both the reforms we’re doing AND the success we’ve 
had on crime reduction in 2014 - but maybe we should highlight that in even more detail.

===
UNTITLED2
By Bill de Blasio
DRAFT



 
 
In the midst of a holiday season we look to with joy, New Yorkers from all 
walks of life are sharing in grief.
 
The tragic, senseless killings of NYPD officers Wenjian Liu and Rafael 
Ramos have shaken our city to its core.  These proud and courageous public 
servants wanted nothing more than to honor their vow to protect and to 
serve.  They wanted to keep their community safe from harm, and to 
continue the nearly unimaginable success that New York’s Finest have 
achieved in driving crime in our city to a record low -- a five percent 
reduction in serious crime from last year, with the lowest number of 
homicides since the City began keeping records.
 
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw 
emotion that we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in 
different ways – some constructive, some destructive.
 
But at this moment, we remember New York City is one family – a family 
that will come together in common cause in light of the long view – 
dedicated to building bridges of understanding that can and must prevent 
future tragedies from tearing us apart again.
 
Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often thankless job.  
And striking the right balance between rigorously protecting public safety 
and respecting individuals is part of what makes the job so challenging.  It 
must be done with extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, our police 
deserve our gratitude and our respect.
 
It is also true that many times, young men of color are considered suspect 
simply because of how they look, and sometimes that leads to tragedies like 
the ones we've seen.  That sense of distrust doesn't make policing any 
easier.  It makes it more difficult.
 
The question we must ask ourselves is this: how do we keep EVERY New 
Yorker safe – whether black, white, Latino, or Asian; whether they wear a 
uniform, or a hoodie with baggy jeans; whether they are the targets of 
overaggressive policing, subjects of ugly, hate-filled taunts or despicable 
violent protests; or victims of a deranged individual who shamefully uses 
peaceful protests as a cover for his acts of unthinkable evil.
 
This tug between public safety and civil rights are not mutually exclusive.  
In fact, the opposite is true.



 
Building a partnership between police and the communities they serve is 
actually a strategy for driving crime down even further, and protecting both 
residents and officers alike.
 
When police see residents of their precincts as dedicated to the same 
mission – targeting violence and lawlessness – they are better able to serve 
the neighborhoods with the professionalism they exemplify.  When 
neighbors see officers as respectful and restrained, they can assist law 
enforcement in the effort to lock up the criminals and avoid bad contacts 
with innocent individuals.
 
Our goal is tackling crime together, and building mutual trust.  And that is 
the goal to which we as city must work.
 
We’ve made some early progress – reducing the number of stop-and-frisks 
from 700,000 two years ago to less than 50,000 today (CHECK).  We’ve 
begun a thorough retraining of our police officers, from top to bottom.  
We’ve worked to free our cops from cumbersome and counterproductive 
ticket-writing quotas, and equip them instead with the tools they need to 
target dangerous crime – like using GPS to pinpoint gunshots, fitting police 
with body cameras, and tapping other technologies made possible by a XXX 
increase in the police budget.  And we will be proposing measures to 
literally bring officers in closer regular contact with those they serve, 
offering subsidies to cops who choose to live in the city, and – like so many 
other New Yorkers – struggle with the soaring cost of housing.
 
As a city, we must also rethink what we are asking our police department 
to do to keep us safe.
 
The old model has its roots in a New York City beset by thousands of 
murders a year; a crack cocaine epidemic; street corners that even our cops 
found too dangerous to enter.
 
We will never, ever return to those days.  But neither will we let our 
memories of a bygone era predetermine the right way to police our streets 
in the modern era.
 
Today’s NYPD is more diverse than ever before.  Our most recent tragedy 
shined a light on that fact, with our Latino and Asian communities 
mourning the loss of officers who shared their ethnicity.
 
So we look to the city we hope to build – a new model, based upon the long 



view – a model centered on trust instead of fear.  To that end, we will 
recognize and celebrate and promote police officers not simply by studying 
statistics and arrest numbers, but by gauging how the residents of a 
precinct view those that patrol their precinct.  Is there a mutual respect 
between an officer and the neighborhood?  Is law enforcement targeting 
those that present a real danger, while protecting the rights of those who 
present little or none?
 
At the same time, we will ask ourselves, as a city, whether we are doing 
everything in our power to protect our police – against disrespect, against 
hateful words and actions, against threats of violence. 
 
That new model – one that promotes constructive dialogue, respectful 
policing, and the security of those we entrust to keep all of us safe – is the 
path to a stronger and more secure city.
 
This renewal of police-community relations will not happen overnight.  
After decades of distrust – the product of both disorder and disrespect – it 
will take years for us to get where we, as one city, need to go.
 
But we will get there -- not through vitriolic words or vicious scapegoating 
or violent protest – but through conversation and collaboration and a long 
view commitment to safety and justice for every New Yorker.
 
And we will get there together.
 

###
 



New Era of Policing Will Dawn 
By Bill de Blasio 
DRAFT 
 
 
In the midst of a New Year that we look to with joy, New Yorkers from all 
walks of life are sharing in grief. 
 
The tragic, senseless killings of NYPD officers Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos 
have shaken our city to its core.  These proud and courageous public 
servants wanted nothing more than to honor their vow to protect and to 
serve with respect for New Yorkers. 
 
They wanted to keep their community safe from harm, and to continue the 
nearly unimaginable success that New Yorkers and New York’s Finest have 
achieved in driving crime in our city to a record low -- a nearly five percent 
reduction in serious crime from last year, with the lowest number of 
homicides since the City began keeping records. 
 
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw 
emotion that we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in 
different ways – some constructive, some destructive. 
 
But at this moment, we remember New York City is one family – a family 
that will come together in common cause in light of the new era that we 
have forged together – dedicated to building bridges of understanding that 
can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us apart again. 
 
Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often thankless 
job.  And striking the right balance between rigorously protecting public 
safety and respecting individuals is part of what makes the job so 
challenging.  It must be done with extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, 
our police deserve our gratitude and our respect. 
 
It is also true that at times, people of color have felt suspect simply because 
of how they look. That sense of distrust doesn't make policing any easier.  It 
makes it more difficult. 







We will not fear this new era of policing. We will embrace it and discover a 
new dawn -- not through vitriolic words or vicious scapegoating or violent 
protest – but through conversation and collaboration and a commitment to 
safety and justice for every New Yorker. 
 
And we will get there together. 
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I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

• Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o Keeping crime low
o Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for both police

AND community
 

• Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership
• Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make clear work stoppages are

unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that their police force is
working and those who choose not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

• Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything you regret
saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
• Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?



 
• Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
• Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve met with the

unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first meeting was non-
productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to
you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 

A.  

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to
do to end it?
 

A. We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As
Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not
tolerate any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t.
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should
consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or
encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal
consequences.

 
Q. Are you exploring legal options?



A. I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in
the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers
safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair
and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers? 
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of
the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent,
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I



respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively
to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.
 That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think
of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe
those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.



 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New
York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens. 
We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable
acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not
mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who
advocate for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 



A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to
do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372



Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

• Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o Keeping crime low
o Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for both police

AND community
 

• Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership
• Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make clear work stoppages are

unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that their police force is
working and those who choose not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

• Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything you regret
saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
• Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?

 
• Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
• Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve met with the

unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first meeting was non-
productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 



 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to
you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 

A.  

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to
do to end it?
 

A. We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As
Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not
tolerate any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t.
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should
consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or
encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal
consequences.

 
Q. Are you exploring legal options?
A. I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in

the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers
safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair
and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 



Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers? 
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of
the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent,
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I
respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively
to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered



the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.
 That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think
of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe
those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New
York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens. 
We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 



 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable
acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not
mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who
advocate for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to
do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 



A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Wouldn’t hurt for him to say - instead of lessened activity being the result of mourning - that we are 
actually going after the bad guys & bringing crime down & that the “slowdown” is more optics & not 
affecting the safety of New Yorkers… 

Of course, that’s coming from me - a guy who doesn’t believe in Broken Windows as a crime-fighting 
strategy - so take it for what it’s worth

From: <Shorris>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:45 PM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, 
Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: edited

Bratton discussion...

Very adamant not to have BDB engage in anything that appears personal or reflects a Mayor who is hurt or 
angry -- believes that only empowers the union and further divides the Department, urges he be sober, 
firm and responsible and let media help turn public opinion against union

Wants to let a few days go by this week to see if summons activity returns to normal, if not then he is fully 
prepared to take action (he is being briefed on the Taylor Law tomorrow morning by his staff)

Will say tomorrow that they will be analyzing activity precinct by precinct, shift by shift, to detect any of 
efforts to fail to perform

Will also note that crime remain down despite this lessened activity, which he will still claim reflects 
mourning and staff assigned to protests

As for the back-turners, wants to make clear this was both a small minority of the officers and that their 
actions were disrespectful to the families and to the Department

He will have more to say tomorrow morning after he gets briefed by his staff on the crime data and 
understands the Taylor Law better, obviously happy to talk to Mayor anytime, but will know more by then 
(Compstat data also comes out on Monday)



Anthony E. Shorris
First Deputy Mayor
City of New York
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
212-788-3191

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:35 PM, Walzak, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Message Strategy
 
+Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o   Keeping crime low
o   Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for both police 
AND community
 

+Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership

+Firmly reject the outrageous union acts and charges - 'blood on hands'. Turned backs. 
Work slowdowns. But in a sober, responsible way that showcases leadership.

+Control emotions. Not abt mayor or individuals. Mind the tone.

 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 
·         Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything 
you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?
 
·         Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize 
to you?
 
·         Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this 
escalation?
 
·         Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve met 



with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first meeting was 
non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?
 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 
A.       
Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often thankless job.  And striking 
the right balance between rigorously protecting public safety and respecting 
individuals is part of what makes the job so challenging.  It must be done with 
extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, our police deserve our gratitude and our 
respect.

It is also true that at times, people of color have felt suspect simply because of how 
they look. That's reality. That sense of distrust doesn't make policing any easier.  It 
makes it more difficult.

The question we must ask ourselves is this: how do we keep EVERY New Yorker safe –  
whether they wear a  suit and tie, a uniform, or a hoodie; whether they were the 
targets of stop and frisk policing, subjects of ugly, hate-filled taunts or despicable 
violent protests; or victims of a deranged individual who shamefully uses peaceful 
protests as a cover for his acts of unthinkable evil.
 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 
A.      We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of 
mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—
New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner 
won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it 
well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are 
deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, 



there very well may be legal consequences.
 

Q.     Are you exploring legal options?
A.      I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is the 
finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options to keep 
New Yorkers safe.
 
 -or-

A: People must do their jobs. Period. Individual officers who fail to carry out their 
duties will be subject to departmental sanctions as they would for any other violation 
of their responsibilities.

- If we see widespread failure by officers to discharge their duties, the City has legal 
tools at its disposal that we will use against them and against any individual or 
organization that fails to discourage such behavior.

If asked further about such tools...

- These tools include the invocation of the Taylor Law, prohibiting labor actions by 
public workers, and the imposition of sanctions against them and their representatives.

Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 



and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
Q: What is you reaction to officers who turned their back in spite of Bratton? 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted 
negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t 
express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated 
public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer 
Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about taking 
the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 



see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.



 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 



New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What's new? PW needs to weigh in on this before we talk to Mayor.
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 



Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and 
Respect

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community 

closer together – because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in 
NYPD and its leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the 
line and make clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
New Yorkers expect that their police force is working and those who choose 
not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when 
backs were turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? 
Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the 

NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your 
comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City 

move forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you 
respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and what does 
that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 
numbers low and bringing police and community together.



 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police 
officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton 
put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. 
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t 
should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately 
stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to 

do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a 
slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 



Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who 
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words 
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a 
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and 



Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about 
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 



New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 
act heroically, and will continue to do so.



 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965



ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Shorris had stronger language that I inserted 
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This part could be stronger:

A.      We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a 
brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for 
grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any 
perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly 
won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  
Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And for those few  
who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to 
abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal 
consequences.

On Dinkins era - let’s compare the crime rate now to the crime rate then - ‘nuff said.

On reaction to turning backs - hijacked a funeral that was meant to honor a fallen officer, 
and those who did so brought disgrace to the NYPD and to the family of those lost.  For 
that, they should be ashamed of themselves.

On resignation, I would suggest that those who believe they cannot serve under a policy of 
Protect & Respect should be the ones to find a new line of work, because they are terribly 
out of step with what the people of New York - the people they work for - believe… 

 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:34 PM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 



<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" 
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: edited

Message Strategy
 
+Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o   Keeping crime low
o   Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for both police AND 
community
 

+Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership

+Firmly reject the outrageous union acts and charges - 'blood on hands'. Turned backs. Work 
slowdowns. But in a sober, responsible way that showcases leadership.

+Control emotions. Not abt mayor or individuals. Mind the tone.

 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 
·         Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything you regret 
saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?
 
·         Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 
·         Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this escalation?
 
·         Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve met with the 
unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and 
what does that mean for future talks?
 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to 
you?
 



A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low 
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w 
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 
A.       
Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often thankless job.  And striking the right 
balance between rigorously protecting public safety and respecting individuals is part of what makes 
the job so challenging.  It must be done with extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, our police 
deserve our gratitude and our respect.

It is also true that at times, people of color have felt suspect simply because of how they look. That's 
reality. That sense of distrust doesn't make policing any easier.  It makes it more difficult.

The question we must ask ourselves is this: how do we keep EVERY New Yorker safe –  whether they 
wear a  suit and tie, a uniform, or a hoodie; whether they were the targets of stop and frisk policing, 
subjects of ugly, hate-filled taunts or despicable violent protests; or victims of a deranged individual 
who shamefully uses peaceful protests as a cover for his acts of unthinkable evil.
 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to 
do to end it?
 
A.      We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As 
Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect 
officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And 
for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their 
responsibilities, there very well may be legal consequences.
 

Q.     Are you exploring legal options?
A.      I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the 
country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.
 
 -or-

A: People must do their jobs. Period. Individual officers who fail to carry out their duties will be 
subject to departmental sanctions as they would for any other violation of their responsibilities.

- If we see widespread failure by officers to discharge their duties, the City has legal tools at its 
disposal that we will use against them and against any individual or organization that fails to 
discourage such behavior.



If asked further about such tools...

- These tools include the invocation of the Taylor Law, prohibiting labor actions by public workers, 
and the imposition of sanctions against them and their representatives.

Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair 
and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally 
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in 
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a 
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the 
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his 
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in 
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers?  
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in 
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and 
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and 
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social 
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other 
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations 
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of 
the memo? Did he do this at your request?



 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent, 
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that 
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that 
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I 
respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
Q: What is you reaction to officers who turned their back in spite of Bratton? 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively 
to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how 
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered 
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This 
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some 
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on 
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two 
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you 
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.  
That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think 
of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship 
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting 
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking 
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner 
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe 
those transcripts should be unsealed?



 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was 
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m 
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to 
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New York. 
It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens.  We 
are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long 
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for 
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the 
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and 
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right 
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and 
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who 
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable acts. 
Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not mean he 
speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate 
for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New 
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are 
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will 
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the 
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.



 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New 
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be 
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to 
do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the 
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like 
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are 
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 



From
Sent
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Subject
 
What's new? PW needs to weigh in on this before we talk to Mayor.
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To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community closer together – 

because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its 
leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make 
clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that 
their police force is working and those who choose not to do their job can find another line 
of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were 
turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at 
the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should 

Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and 
actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City move 

forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims 



that the first meeting was non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?
 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to 
you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low 
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w 
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to 
do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police officer is killed 
there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But 
let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police 
Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to 
do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are 
deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them 

admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will 
look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 



Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair 
and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally 
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in 
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a 
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the 
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his 
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in 
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers?  
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in 
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and 
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and 
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social 
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other 
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations 
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of 
the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent, 
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that 
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that 
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I 
respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 



Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively 
to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how 
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered 
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This 
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some 
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on 
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two 
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you 
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.  
That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think 
of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship 
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting 
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking 
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner 
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe 
those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was 
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m 
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to 
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 



A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New York. 
It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens.  We 
are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long 
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for 
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the 
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and 
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right 
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and 
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who 
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable acts. 
Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not mean he 
speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate 
for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New 
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are 
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will 
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the 
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New 
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be 
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to 
do so.
 



 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the 
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like 
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are 
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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To:
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Date:

Also - I think we lead the Dante question with a firm “NO.”

Also, the gang member thing.  Pretty sure that ended up being untrue — Times yesterday 
basically said he was an outcast constantly looking for attention on social media, and his rap 
sheet was for bizarre and mostly petty crimes.  

Also, that “petition” probably ended up being the same 12 white dudes from Texas signing 
500,000 times, so doubt it’d come up at this point.  

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:59 PM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: edited

This part could be stronger:

A.      We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a 
brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for 
grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any 
perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly 
won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  
Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And for those few  
who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to 
abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal 
consequences.

On Dinkins era - let’s compare the crime rate now to the crime rate then - ‘nuff said.

On reaction to turning backs - hijacked a funeral that was meant to honor a fallen officer, and those who 
did so brought disgrace to the NYPD and to the family of those lost.  For that, they should be ashamed of 
themselves.

On resignation, I would suggest that those who believe they cannot serve under a policy of Protect & 



Respect should be the ones to find a new line of work, because they are terribly out of step with what the 
people of New York - the people they work for - believe… 

 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:34 PM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" 
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: edited

Message Strategy
 
+Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o   Keeping crime low
o   Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for both police AND 
community
 

+Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership

+Firmly reject the outrageous union acts and charges - 'blood on hands'. Turned backs. Work 
slowdowns. But in a sober, responsible way that showcases leadership.

+Control emotions. Not abt mayor or individuals. Mind the tone.

 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 
·         Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything you regret 
saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?
 
·         Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 
·         Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this escalation?
 
·         Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve met with the 
unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and 
what does that mean for future talks?



 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to 
you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low 
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w 
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 
A.       
Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often thankless job.  And striking the right 
balance between rigorously protecting public safety and respecting individuals is part of what makes 
the job so challenging.  It must be done with extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, our police 
deserve our gratitude and our respect.

It is also true that at times, people of color have felt suspect simply because of how they look. That's 
reality. That sense of distrust doesn't make policing any easier.  It makes it more difficult.

The question we must ask ourselves is this: how do we keep EVERY New Yorker safe –  whether they 
wear a  suit and tie, a uniform, or a hoodie; whether they were the targets of stop and frisk policing, 
subjects of ugly, hate-filled taunts or despicable violent protests; or victims of a deranged individual 
who shamefully uses peaceful protests as a cover for his acts of unthinkable evil.
 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to 
do to end it?
 
A.      We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As 
Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect 
officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And 
for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their 
responsibilities, there very well may be legal consequences.
 

Q.     Are you exploring legal options?
A.      I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the 
country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.



 
 -or-

A: People must do their jobs. Period. Individual officers who fail to carry out their duties will be 
subject to departmental sanctions as they would for any other violation of their responsibilities.

- If we see widespread failure by officers to discharge their duties, the City has legal tools at its 
disposal that we will use against them and against any individual or organization that fails to 
discourage such behavior.

If asked further about such tools...

- These tools include the invocation of the Taylor Law, prohibiting labor actions by public workers, 
and the imposition of sanctions against them and their representatives.

Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair 
and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally 
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in 
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a 
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the 
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his 
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in 
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers?  
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in 
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and 
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and 
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social 
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other 



medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations 
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of 
the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent, 
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that 
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that 
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I 
respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
Q: What is you reaction to officers who turned their back in spite of Bratton? 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively 
to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how 
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered 
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This 
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some 
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on 
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two 
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you 
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.  
That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think 



of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship 
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting 
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking 
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner 
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe 
those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was 
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m 
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to 
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New York. 
It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens.  We 
are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long 
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for 
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the 
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and 
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right 
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and 
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who 
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable acts. 
Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not mean he 
speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate 
for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 



 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New 
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are 
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will 
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the 
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New 
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be 
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to 
do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the 
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like 
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are 
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 



rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What's new? PW needs to weigh in on this before we talk to Mayor.
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community closer together – 

because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its 
leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make 
clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that 
their police force is working and those who choose not to do their job can find another line 
of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were 
turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at 
the reaction?



 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should 

Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and 
actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City move 

forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims 
that the first meeting was non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to 
you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low 
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w 
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to 
do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police officer is killed 
there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But 
let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police 
Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to 
do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are 



deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them 

admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will 
look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair 
and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally 
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in 
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a 
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the 
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his 
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in 
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers?  
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in 
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and 
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and 
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social 
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other 
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations 
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of 
the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 



A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent, 
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that 
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that 
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I 
respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively 
to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how 
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered 
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This 
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some 
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on 
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two 
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you 
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.  
That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think 
of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship 
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting 
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking 
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner 
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe 
those transcripts should be unsealed?
 



A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was 
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m 
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to 
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New York. 
It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens.  We 
are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long 
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for 
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the 
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and 
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right 
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and 
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who 
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable acts. 
Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not mean he 
speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate 
for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New 
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are 
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will 
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the 
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 



 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New 
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be 
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to 
do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the 
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like 
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are 
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 



 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

What are we looking at....10 mins? 30? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
All:

Will let you know when to dial in.

MBDB is en route GM and will do the call once arrives.

From: MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov
When: 7:00 PM - 7:30 PM January 4, 2015 
Subject: MBDB: Prep Call for Q and A
Location: Dial-in Number:  Meeting ID: 

 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

No, it has not started yet 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
I am on

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits



I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if 
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and 
Respect

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community 

closer together – because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in 



NYPD and its leadership
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the 

line and make clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
New Yorkers expect that their police force is working and those who choose 
not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when 
backs were turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? 
Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the 

NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your 
comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City 

move forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you 
respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and what does 
that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 



 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police 
officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton 
put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. 
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t 
should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately 
stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to 

do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a 
slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 



the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who 
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words 
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a 
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and 
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about 
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 



request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 



A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 



these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Gotcha - I’m fine with that - more eloquent

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:08 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: edited

I don't like hijacked a funeral
Gives them too much pwr
Those few who decided to engage in such activiti disrepected themselves and the dept... Etc etc 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
This part could be stronger:

A.      We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a 
brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for 
grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any 
perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly 
won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  
Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And for those few  
who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to 
abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal 
consequences.

On Dinkins era - let’s compare the crime rate now to the crime rate then - ‘nuff said.

On reaction to turning backs - hijacked a funeral that was meant to honor a fallen officer, and those who 
did so brought disgrace to the NYPD and to the family of those lost.  For that, they should be ashamed of 
themselves.



On resignation, I would suggest that those who believe they cannot serve under a policy of Protect & 
Respect should be the ones to find a new line of work, because they are terribly out of step with what the 
people of New York - the people they work for - believe… 

 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:34 PM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" 
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: edited

Message Strategy
 
+Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o   Keeping crime low
o   Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for both police AND 
community
 

+Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership

+Firmly reject the outrageous union acts and charges - 'blood on hands'. Turned backs. Work 
slowdowns. But in a sober, responsible way that showcases leadership.

+Control emotions. Not abt mayor or individuals. Mind the tone.

 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 
·         Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything you regret 
saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?
 
·         Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 
·         Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this escalation?
 
·         Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve met with the 
unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and 



what does that mean for future talks?
 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to 
you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low 
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w 
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 
A.       
Our police officers do a dangerous and essential, but often thankless job.  And striking the right 
balance between rigorously protecting public safety and respecting individuals is part of what makes 
the job so challenging.  It must be done with extraordinary care and restraint.  In turn, our police 
deserve our gratitude and our respect.

It is also true that at times, people of color have felt suspect simply because of how they look. That's 
reality. That sense of distrust doesn't make policing any easier.  It makes it more difficult.

The question we must ask ourselves is this: how do we keep EVERY New Yorker safe –  whether they 
wear a  suit and tie, a uniform, or a hoodie; whether they were the targets of stop and frisk policing, 
subjects of ugly, hate-filled taunts or despicable violent protests; or victims of a deranged individual 
who shamefully uses peaceful protests as a cover for his acts of unthinkable evil.
 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to 
do to end it?
 
A.      We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As 
Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect 
officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And 
for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their 
responsibilities, there very well may be legal consequences.
 

Q.     Are you exploring legal options?
A.      I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the 



country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.
 
 -or-

A: People must do their jobs. Period. Individual officers who fail to carry out their duties will be 
subject to departmental sanctions as they would for any other violation of their responsibilities.

- If we see widespread failure by officers to discharge their duties, the City has legal tools at its 
disposal that we will use against them and against any individual or organization that fails to 
discourage such behavior.

If asked further about such tools...

- These tools include the invocation of the Taylor Law, prohibiting labor actions by public workers, 
and the imposition of sanctions against them and their representatives.

Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair 
and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally 
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in 
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a 
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the 
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his 
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in 
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers?  
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in 
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and 
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and 
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social 



media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other 
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations 
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of 
the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent, 
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that 
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that 
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I 
respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
Q: What is you reaction to officers who turned their back in spite of Bratton? 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively 
to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how 
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered 
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This 
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some 
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on 
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two 
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you 
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.  
That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 



If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think 
of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship 
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting 
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking 
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner 
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe 
those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was 
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m 
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to 
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New York. 
It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens.  We 
are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long 
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for 
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the 
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and 
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right 
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and 
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who 
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable acts. 
Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not mean he 
speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate 
for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.



 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New 
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are 
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will 
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the 
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New 
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be 
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to 
do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the 
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like 
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are 
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 



reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What's new? PW needs to weigh in on this before we talk to Mayor.
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community closer together – 

because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its 
leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make 
clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that 
their police force is working and those who choose not to do their job can find another line 
of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were 
turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at 



the reaction?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should 
Lynch and others apologize to you?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and 

actions have caused this escalation?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City move 
forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims 
that the first meeting was non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to 
you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low 
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w 
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to 
do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police officer is killed 
there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But 
let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police 
Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to 



do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are 
deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them 

admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will 
look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair 
and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally 
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in 
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a 
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the 
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his 
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in 
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers?  
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in 
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and 
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and 
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social 
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other 
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations 
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of 
the memo? Did he do this at your request?



 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent, 
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that 
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that 
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I 
respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively 
to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how 
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered 
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This 
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some 
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on 
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two 
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you 
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.  
That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think 
of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship 
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting 
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking 
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner 
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe 
those transcripts should be unsealed?



 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was 
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m 
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to 
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New York. 
It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens.  We 
are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long 
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for 
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the 
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and 
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right 
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and 
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who 
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable acts. 
Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not mean he 
speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate 
for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New 
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are 
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will 
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the 
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.



 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New 
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be 
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to 
do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the 
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like 
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are 
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 



 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

I am on

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?



From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if 
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly



 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and 
Respect

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community 

closer together – because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in 
NYPD and its leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the 
line and make clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
New Yorkers expect that their police force is working and those who choose 
not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when 
backs were turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? 
Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the 

NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your 
comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City 

move forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you 
respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and what does 
that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 



numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police 
officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton 
put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. 
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t 
should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately 
stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to 

do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a 
slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 



A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who 
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words 
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a 



dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and 
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about 
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 



A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 



act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372



Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dial in plz

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

I am on

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits



Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if 
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To



Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and 
Respect

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community 

closer together – because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in 
NYPD and its leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the 
line and make clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
New Yorkers expect that their police force is working and those who choose 
not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when 
backs were turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? 
Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the 

NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your 
comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City 

move forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you 
respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and what does 
that mean for future talks?



 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police 
officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton 
put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. 
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t 
should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately 
stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to 

do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a 
slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.



 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 



judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who 
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words 
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a 
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and 
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about 
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 



Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 



the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 



in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Just sort of an attitude that we have a Long View & a game plan - that we’re not on defense, but have an 
offense that we are executing in time… Think of how he acted during Ebola freak-out

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" 
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

I still don't fully get #3
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
My bottom line on what to achieve:

*  Strong & in charge, standing up straight.
*  If cops are going to fuck around with their jobs, they will be fired.  (I know we can’t quite say that.)
*  MBDB has a plan & knows something the reporters don’t know (and the public doesn’t know) - leave 
them feeling like we’re holding back an Ace in our pocket.

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" 
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Carey, Michael" 
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits

+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent



To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community closer together – 

because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its 
leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make 
clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that 
their police force is working and those who choose not to do their job can find another line 
of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were 
turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at 
the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should 

Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and 
actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City move 

forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims 
that the first meeting was non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 



 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others apologize to 
you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime numbers low 
and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take special care w 
police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and the PC going to 
do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police officer is killed 
there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But 
let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police 
Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to 
do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are 
deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them 

admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will 
look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How do you repair 
and move forward?



 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest rally 
on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in 
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a 
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the 
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his 
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise in 
death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police officers?  
Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use in 
all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and 
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and 
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social 
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other 
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his expectations 
for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where you aware of 
the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, independent, 
and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and believe that 
funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that 
should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I 
respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted negatively 
to your involvement in the funeral?



 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how 
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered 
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This 
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to see some 
who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families request. My focus is on 
how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime rates,  honor the memories of the two 
men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, such as you 
have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers believe that.  
That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them what they think 
of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're remaking the relationship 
between police and community. No number of baseless attacks are going to stop us from getting 
their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking 
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric Garner 
but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you believe 
those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was 
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m 
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to 
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New York. 
It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens.  We 



are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will continue the work.  Playing the long 
game, and am confident we are going in the right direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for 
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into the 
middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this Administration has the confidence and 
support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it political right 
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and 
defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore who 
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his unspeakable acts. 
Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not mean he 
speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate 
for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New 
Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force are 
here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will 
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the 
violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer here in New 
York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going to be 
deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will continue to 
do so.
 
 
 



Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –including the 
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like 
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and women, they are 
professionals who take their duty seriously and I have immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Dial in plz
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe,
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I am on
 
 



From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

• Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o Keeping crime low
o Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for

both police AND community
 

• Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership
• Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make clear work stoppages

are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that their
police force is working and those who choose not to do their job can find
another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

• Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything
you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
• Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others

apologize to you?
 

• Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this
escalation?



 
• Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve

met with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first
meeting was non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret
those remarks?
 

A.  

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and
the PC going to do to end it?
 

A. We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of
mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be
clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police
Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do
their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work.
And for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging
others to abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal
consequences.

 



Q. Are you exploring legal options?
A. I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is

the finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options
to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house.
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart,



independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements,
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the



death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller
government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx?



 Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement,
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."



 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

EVENT: PRESS CONFERENCE WITH COMMISSIONER BRATTON ON
2014 CRIME STATISTICS

DATE: Monday, January 5, 2015 

TIME: 3:00 PM

LOCATION: One Police Plaza
New York, NY 10038 

FROM: Jerika Richardson

I. PURPOSE

YOU and Commissioner Bratton will host a press conference to announce the city’s latest crime
numbers and to highlight the city’s work this year to strengthen the relationship between police 
and community. YOU will discuss 2014 crime statistics and touch on marijuana arrests since
your new policy was implemented.  

YOU will host the press conference at NYPD headquarters. 

II. PARTICIPANTS

Guests

YOU
Commissioner Bratton

Other Attendees

Ben Tucker, First Deputy Commissioner
Jimmy O'Neill, Chief of the Department
John Miller, Deputy Commissioner for Intelligence & Counterterrorism 
Carlos Gomez, Chief of Patrol Services
Thomas Galati, Chief of Intelligence

III. PRESS PLAN
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OPEN Press

IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

YOU arrive and enter
YOU deliver remarks.
Commissioner Bratton delivers remarks.
YOU take on-topic Q-and-A.
YOU take off-topic Q-and-A.

V.  ATTACHMENTS

Background 
Latest Crime Statistics TPs and Q&A
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LATEST CRIME STATISTICS

Overall numbers 
Overall index crime is down ___%. The best results so far have been in homicides, down 
___%; robbery, down ___%; and rape, down ___% from already historically low 
numbers.  

Shootings have been problematic in 2014, especially in contrast to the extraordinarily low 
number of shootings last year. But the rate of increase has slowed considerably. 
Shootings have gone from a peak increase of ___% in mid-August versus last year to
___% in December. So we are clearly moving in the right direction.  

Even though there has been an uptick in shooting incidents this year, the five month 
period of August through December has had the lowest number of shooting incidents and
homicides when compared to prior August through December periods since 1993.  

Marijuana
Criminal Possession of Marijuana 5 Degree: ___% decrease as of the new policy.  

Body Cameras
The Department trained six commands where Stop and Frisk rates have been the highest 
on the use of Body Cameras.  

Transit
Transit also shares in this safety gain, seeing a decrease of overall crime of ___% and a 
decrease of Robbery of ___%.

Housing 
We also continue to see significant gains in safety in the city’s Housing Developments
which have seen a decrease of overall crime of ___% and a decrease of Homicides of 
___%.

For example, there has been a decrease of overall crime of ___% and a decrease of
Homicides of ___% at the Ingersoll Houses in Brooklyn, which is one of the 15 NYCHA
developments that accounts for nearly 20 percent of all violent crime in public housing.  
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Q&A

Q: We’ve been hearing that there is a work slowdown and possible a complete work 
stoppage altogether by police officers. How do you plan to address this matter?  

A: It’s been an unusual few weeks. At this point there is not sufficient evidence yet that there has 
in fact been a slowdown. But if we get that evidence, we will act and there will be consequences. 

Q: Do you think the unions are aiding and abetting or spearheading this alleged work 
slowdown/stoppage?  

A: What you have just raised is a serious matter, and I am not going to influence what could be a 
legal matter at some point. Right now we are reviewing the data and conducting our own review. 
I believe the overwhelming majority of men and women in uniform are doing a great job and 
their very best. But if circumstances point to some who are not carrying out their duties, we most 
certainly will look into it. (Taylor Law)

Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?

A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault
on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured
the Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in its power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and
his chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.

Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and 
the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the
City’s police officers?

A: We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera
use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer
Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in
pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively
monitoring social media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through 
that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any
suspicious activity they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from
ever happening again.
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Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral.
Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?

A: Look the Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart,
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and
believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn
occasions that should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-
managing for me. I respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and
shouldn’t say to his officers.  

Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted
negatively to your involvement in the funeral?

A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express
how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who
answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and
respect. This was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and
support his family.  

Q: How do you respond to Pat Lynch and George Pataki, who say that you have “blood  
on your hands?”

A: No, I do not have blood on my hands. That’s the worst type of rhetoric; it does a disservice to
the families. The reality is we are trying to make reforms that the vast majority of New Yorkers
want.

Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?

A: Frankly, I think that behavior is reprehensible. To politicize a funeral dishonors the memory 
of our fallen officers. It is disrespectful to their families, their colleagues, the entire NYPD, the 
City, and all New Yorkers. This was a tragic loss for everyone, and we’re all grieving.

Q: Do you plan to discipline the police officers who turned their backs at the funeral? How 
do you plan deal with this going forward? 

A: I’ll leave that to the Commissioner. These actions have elicited a lot of anger and 
disrespectful to the families and the city. Have absolute faith in Commissioner Bratton and his 
leadership of the department. So whatever he decides is most appropriate, I'm going to respect 
his process. 
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Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold 
death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?

A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner 
was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. 
But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for 
a judge to decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it 
ultimately will.

Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.

A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New
York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that
lens.

Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.

A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, human nature causes us to look 
for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think injecting politics into
the middle of tragedy is the way forward.

Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the
people you spoke to and defended?

A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from Baltimore
who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to continue his 
unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent 
protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy
McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and
simple.

Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should
New Yorkers expect this to continue?
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A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their police force
are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that the violence ends. We will
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and we will stamp out the 
violence.

Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?

A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t
going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and
will continue to do so. 

Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?

A: New York City police officers have been protecting me for decades – including the 
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just 
like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and
women, and I have immense respect for the job they do, and I’m not going to respond to the 
vitriolic rants of extremists.

Q: Should you apologize to the police unions and the NYPD generally for your previous 
comments about your son Dante and the conversation you and the First Lady had with him 
about taking special care when interacting with the police?

A: No, I will not apologize. This wasn't about Dante or my family. For those who say I should 
apologize for a conversation that thousands of families have had across this city, no, I will not. 
This is a very real issue that needs to be talked about and discussed openly because it’s 
something that needs to be fixed. I won't take it back, but I will fix it.

Q: Does today’s positive crime statistics give us reason to move past the Broken Windows 
strategy in policing? Do they ratify the strategy, or nullify it?

A: We've had an extraordinary year, working on a strategy we believe in. While Broken 
Windows has its merits and has been an effective strategy on many fronts, I also believe it should 
be constantly reviewed and refined. And that’s what we plan to do. (ex. Marijuana arrests)

**Note: Throughout the Q&A, remember to take every opportunity to pivot + back to year-end 
crime numbers, as well as all of the things we've done for NYPD; nearly $400 million 
investments is safety and security for cops and all new Yorkers, etc …



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

What time is the Q&A

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 12:23 PM
To: "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Updated Crimes Stats Briefing Memo & Q& A - We're still waiting on stats

Hi all, We don’t have stats yet, but Jerika updated the Q&A  following last night’s call. Pasted below 
for ease
 

Q&A
 
Q: We’ve been hearing that there is a work slowdown and possible a complete work 
stoppage altogether by police officers. How do you plan to address this matter?

Q: Do you think the unions are aiding and abetting or spearheading this alleged work 
slowdown/stoppage?

Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a protest 
rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod Shanahan in 
connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple charges, including assault on a 
police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing governmental administration. Rest assured the 
Department with the full support of City Hall is doing everything in its power to ensure the 
perpetrators are apprehended held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his 
chiefs can provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 



Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate and the rise 
in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect the City’s police 
officers?
 
A: We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding camera use 
in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings of Officer Ramos and 
Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot patrols working in pairs and 
uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. The NYPD is actively monitoring social 
media and investigating any threats against police officers that come through that or any other 
medium. And I’d like to continue to urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity 
they see or hear. We must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s funeral. Where 
you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: Look the Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his statement and 
believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of our City’s fallen, are solemn 
occasions that should be devoid of politics, the Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-
managing for me. I respect his judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and 
shouldn’t say to his officers.

 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who reacted 
negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words can’t express how 
profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a dedicated public servant who answered 
the call to protect and serve this great city, and Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This 
was not about politics, it was about taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
Q: How do you respond to Pat Lynch and George Pataki, who say that you have“blood 
on your hands?”
 
A: No, I do not have blood on my hands. That’s the worst type of rhetoric; it does a disservice to the 
families. The reality is we are trying to make reforms that the vast majority of New Yorkers want.

 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 

Q: Do you plan to discipline the police officers who turned their backs at the funeral? 
How do you plan deal with this going forward?



Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests seeking 
transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the death of Eric 
Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his chokehold death in July. Do you 
believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of Eric Garner was 
an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more information and transparency. But, I’m 
not going to weigh in on what should ultimately happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to 
decide, and I believe it is important to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since theDavid
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in New York. 
It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it through that lens.
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes us to look for 
someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all.But I don’t think injecting politics into 
themiddle of tragedy is the way forward.

Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’tthat make it political right 
there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the people you spoke to and 
defended?
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-memberfrom Baltimore who 
allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to NewYork to continue his unspeakable acts. 
Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words of non-violent protestors does not mean he 
speaks for those peaceful protesters any more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate 
for smaller government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.

 
Q:Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? Should New 
Yorkers expect this to continue?

 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city andtheir police force are 
here to protect them; and that we will worktogether to ensure that the violence ends. We will 
double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already doing, and wewill stamp out the 
violence.

 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?

 



A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our policeofficer
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and they aren’t going 
to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they act heroically, and will 
continue to do so.

 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detailshould ease up on 
protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?

 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me for decades –including the
years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of New York City – just like 
they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know these men and
women, and I have immense respect for the job they do, and I’m not going to respond to the 
vitriolic rants of extremists.
 
Q: Should you apologize to the police unions and the NYPD generally for your previous 
comments about your son Dante and the conversation you and the First Lady had with 
him about taking special care when interacting with the police?

Q: Does today’s positive crime statistics give us reason to move past the Broken 
Windows strategy in policing? Do they ratify the strategy, or nullify it?

 
**Note:
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Dial in plz
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I am on
 
 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Are we supposed to get on this call now?



 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if 
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 



From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and 
Respect

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community 

closer together – because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in 
NYPD and its leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the 
line and make clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
New Yorkers expect that their police force is working and those who choose 
not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when 
backs were turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? 
Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the 

NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your 
comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City 

move forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you 
respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and what does 
that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 



 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police 
officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton 
put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. 
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t 
should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately 
stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to 

do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a 
slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?



 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 



 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who 
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words 
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a 
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and 
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about 
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.



 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 



 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 
in city government all serve."
 
 
 



 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks, John. I’ll adopt this language and add it to the briefing Q & A.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Agreed - that was an (inadequate) answer that I wrote right after the killings.  
 
In today’s environment, we need to remind people that a year ago, we had 700K stop and frisks, and now
we have less than 50K or whatever - and crime set a record low in 2014… The extreme statements don’t
represent most police officers, most New Yorkers, or the reality of a city that is striving towards protecting
and respecting its people… 
 

From: <Shorris>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 12:54 PM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma"
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic"
<DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Updated Crimes Stats Briefing Memo & Q& A - We're still waiting on stats
 
He should not accept this premise -- this looks like he agrees.  There is no evidence of this at all.  Police
union-City Hall relationships are difficult now -- as they have been many times in the past.  
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David
Dinkins era.

 
 
 
Anthony E. Shorris
First Deputy Mayor
City of New York
City Hall
New York, NY 10007



212-788-3191
 

On Jan 5, 2015, at 12:23 PM, Hagelgans, Andrea <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since
theDavid
Dinkins era.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thinking like this is a debate and most folks are carrying the news conference live I feel like we go 
hard on statistics about how safe the city is and then close with this before q and a. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I like it… MBDB will say it’s a little long - but if it’s part of a prepared statement, I think it’s 
great

From: <Ragone>, Peter <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 1:30 PM
To: "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris 
<AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Updated Crimes Stats Briefing Memo & Q& A - We're still waiting on stats

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
I’ll create a document for these now.
 



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 
JLR should have additions from last night – turned backs on families and the city, but not going 
to let that distract from the work we are doing to keep crime low and to bring police and 
community closer together
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Can we do a cheat sheet of sound bites for the mayor before the briefing….
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Dial in plz
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I am on
 
 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if 
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To



Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and 
Respect

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community 

closer together – because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in 
NYPD and its leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the 
line and make clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
New Yorkers expect that their police force is working and those who choose 
not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when 
backs were turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? 
Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the 

NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your 
comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City 

move forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you 
respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and what does 
that mean for future talks?



 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police 
officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton 
put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. 
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t 
should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately 
stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to 

do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a 
slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.



 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 



judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who 
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words 
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a 
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and 
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about 
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 



Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 



the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 



in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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See the attached document.
 

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 
JLR should have additions from last night – turned backs on families and the city, but not going
to let that distract from the work we are doing to keep crime low and to bring police and



community closer together
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Can we do a cheat sheet of sound bites for the mayor before the briefing….
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Dial in plz
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe,
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I am on
 
 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc



Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 



I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

• Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o Keeping crime low
o Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for

both police AND community
 

• Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership
• Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make clear work stoppages

are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that their
police force is working and those who choose not to do their job can find
another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

• Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything
you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
• Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others

apologize to you?
 

• Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this
escalation?

 
• Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve

met with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first
meeting was non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 



Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret
those remarks?
 

A.  

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and
the PC going to do to end it?
 

A. We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of
mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be
clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police
Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do
their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work.
And for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging
others to abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal
consequences.

 
Q. Are you exploring legal options?
A. I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is

the finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options
to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing



governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house.
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart,
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.



 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements,
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will



continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller
government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx?
 Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 



 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement,
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

EVENT: PRESS CONFERENCE WITH COMMISSIONER BRATTON ON
2014 CRIME STATISTICS

DATE: Monday, January 5, 2015 

TIME: 3:00 PM

LOCATION: One Police Plaza
New York, NY 10038 

One-Liners

"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it."

"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor 
the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest." 

"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job 
and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”  

“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together." 

"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone 
tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are
partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all
serve."  

“No, I do not have blood on my hands. That’s the worst type of rhetoric; it does a disservice to 
the families. The reality is we are trying to make reforms that the vast majority of New Yorkers 
want.”  

“I won't take it back, but I will fix the problem that necessitates those conversations.” 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 



 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
See the attached document.
 

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:



Subject:
 
 
 
JLR should have additions from last night – turned backs on families and the city, but not going
to let that distract from the work we are doing to keep crime low and to bring police and
community closer together
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Can we do a cheat sheet of sound bites for the mayor before the briefing….
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:



Cc:
Subject:
 
Dial in plz
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe,
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I am on
 
 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Are we supposed to get on this call now?



 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?



 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

• Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o Keeping crime low
o Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for

both police AND community
 

• Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership
• Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make clear work stoppages

are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that their
police force is working and those who choose not to do their job can find
another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

• Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything
you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
• Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others

apologize to you?
 

• Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this
escalation?

 
• Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve

met with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first
meeting was non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others



apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret
those remarks?
 

A.  

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and
the PC going to do to end it?
 

A. We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of
mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be
clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police
Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do
their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work.
And for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging
others to abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal
consequences.

 
Q. Are you exploring legal options?
A. I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is

the finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options
to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 



Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house.
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart,
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?



 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements,
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 



Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller
government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx?
 Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 



A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement,
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 



Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

EVENT: PRESS CONFERENCE WITH COMMISSIONER BRATTON ON
2014 CRIME STATISTICS

DATE: Monday, January 5, 2015 

TIME: 3:00 PM

LOCATION: One Police Plaza
New York, NY 10038 

One-Liners

"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it."

"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor 
the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest." 

"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job 
and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”  

“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together." 

"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone 
tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are
partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all
serve."  

“No, I do not have blood on my hands. That’s the worst type of rhetoric; it does a disservice to 
the families. The reality is we are trying to make reforms that the vast majority of New Yorkers 
want.”  

“No, I will not apologize. This wasn't about Dante or my family. For those who say I should 
apologize for a conversation that thousands of families have had across this city.” 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

“This is a very real issue that needs to be talked about and discussed openly because it’s 
something that needs to be fixed.” 

“I won't take it back, but I will fix the problem that necessitates those conversations.” 

“To politicize a funeral dishonors the memory of our fallen officers. It is disrespectful to their
families, their colleagues, the entire NYPD, the City, and all New Yorkers.”

“At this point there is not sufficient evidence yet that there has in fact been a slowdown. But if 
we get that evidence, we will act and there will be consequences.” 

“I am not going to influence what could be a legal matter at some point. Right now we are 
reviewing the data and conducting our own review. I believe the overwhelming majority of men 
and women in uniform are doing a great job and their very best. But if circumstances point to 
some who are not carrying out their duties, we most certainly will look into it.” (Taylor Law)

“We've had an extraordinary year, working on a strategy we believe in. While Broken Windows 
has its merits and has been an effective strategy on many fronts, I also believe it should be 
constantly reviewed and refined. And that’s what we plan to do.”



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Few revisions below  in yellow - most important, don’t repeat “blood on hands"

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve." 
 



 

From: <Richardson>, Jerika <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 2:07 PM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris 
<AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Revised One-Liners - Let me know if you'd like anything cut.

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 



 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
See the attached document.
 

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."



 

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 
JLR should have additions from last night – turned backs on families and the city, but not going 
to let that distract from the work we are doing to keep crime low and to bring police and 
community closer together
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 



Can we do a cheat sheet of sound bites for the mayor before the briefing….
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Dial in plz
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I am on
 



 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if 
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and 
Respect

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community 

closer together – because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in 
NYPD and its leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the 
line and make clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
New Yorkers expect that their police force is working and those who choose 
not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when 
backs were turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? 
Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the 

NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?



 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your 

comments and actions have caused this escalation?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City 
move forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you 
respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and what does 
that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police 
officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton 
put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. 
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t 



should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately 
stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to 

do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a 
slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 



expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who 
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words 
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a 
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and 
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about 
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.



 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.



 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”



 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Jerika can you revise and bring down to me the mayors office?
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Few revisions below  in yellow - most important, don’t repeat “blood on hands"

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve." 
 



 

From: <Richardson>, Jerika <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 2:07 PM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris 
<AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Revised One-Liners - Let me know if you'd like anything cut.

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 



 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
See the attached document.
 

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”



 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 
JLR should have additions from last night – turned backs on families and the city, but not going 
to let that distract from the work we are doing to keep crime low and to bring police and 
community closer together
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on 
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the 
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and 
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically 
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the 
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell 
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in 
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
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Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Can we do a cheat sheet of sound bites for the mayor before the briefing….
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Dial in plz
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM



To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I am on
 
 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if 
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.



 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Focus on what matters – Protect and 
Respect

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Keeping crime low
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Bringing police and community 

closer together – because its good for both police AND community
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reaffirm confidence in and support in 
NYPD and its leadership

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Use emotions strategically --- to draw the 
line and make clear work stoppages are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
New Yorkers expect that their police force is working and those who choose 
not to do their job can find another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question



 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Emotions: How did it make you feel when 
backs were turned? Is there anything you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? 
Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Apologies: Should you apologize to the 

NYPD? Should Lynch and others apologize to you?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cause and Effect: Do you believe your 
comments and actions have caused this escalation?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Forward-looking: How do you and the City 

move forward? Now that you’ve met with the unions, what’s next? How do you 
respond to claims that the first meeting was non-productive and what does 
that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others 
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime 
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take 
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret 
those remarks?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]--> 

 



Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and 
the PC going to do to end it?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->We know that typically after a police 
officer is killed there is a brief period of mourning. As Commissioner Bratton 
put it, a time for grieving. But let me be clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate 
any perceived slow down, the police Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. 
New Yorkers expect officers to do their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t 
should consider a new line of work. And for those few   who are deliberately 
stopping/slowing or encouraging others to abdicate their responsibilities, there 
very well may be legal consequences.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->Q. <!--[endif]-->Are you exploring legal options?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->A. <!--[endif]-->I expect our cops to do their jobs and to 

do them admirably. And the NYPD is the finest in the country.  If we perceive a 
slowdown, we will look at all options to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How 
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a 
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod 
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple 
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing 
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of 
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended 
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can 
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate 
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect 
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding 
camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings 
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot 
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house. 
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against 



police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to 
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We 
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his 
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s 
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart, 
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his 
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of 
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the 
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his 
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his 
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who 
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words 
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a 
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and 
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about 
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to 
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families 
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime 
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future 
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 
 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements, 
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 



A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers 
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City 
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them 
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're 
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless 
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests 
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the 
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his 
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of 
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more 
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately 
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important 
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David 
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in 
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it 
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will 
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right 
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes 
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think 
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this 
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 
 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it 
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the 



people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from 
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to 
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words 
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any 
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller government. 
This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx? 
Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their 
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that 
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already 
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer 
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and 
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they 
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease 
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of 
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know 
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have 
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, 



that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the 
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being 
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a 
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we 
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our 
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let 
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know 
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we 
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

agree w both
 
should say on #2 we are watching carelfulkly
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Two comments
 
I do not think he should ever say this:  “No, I do not have blood on my hands.”  It is a disgusting
statement and he should not dignify it by repeating it (gives it more credence, like “I am not a
crook.”).    
 
Seems a little disingenuous given the data and the press reports for him to say this:  “At this point
there is not sufficient evidence yet that there has in fact been a slowdown. But if we get that
evidence, we will act and there will be consequences.”  May be better to say that after a tough
couple of weeks of mourning and special duties for officers, the NYPD will be looking at every
precinct and every shift this week to make sure activity levels are normal at this time of year.
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 



“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 

 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
See the attached document.
 

One-Liners
 
 



"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 
JLR should have additions from last night – turned backs on families and the city, but not going
to let that distract from the work we are doing to keep crime low and to bring police and
community closer together
One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement, that's on
them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the cops nor the
people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a tougher job and
they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”



 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we dramatically
reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our cops. Let's drop the
rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let anyone tell
you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know that our cops are partners in
of the new relationship we're forging with the people we in city government all serve."
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Can we do a cheat sheet of sound bites for the mayor before the briefing….
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Dial in plz
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:19 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe,
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Sense of when? 
 

From
Sent



To
Cc

Subject
 
U can pop off unless you want to chat before hand. He won’t be on for another 10 at least.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
I am on
 
 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Williams, Dominic" <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
Are we supposed to get on this call now?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
How much time you want JDC?
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits



 
I'm headed back to my computer now, but generally, we need more time to make tweaks to Q and A if
possible

On Jan 4, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Supposed to talk again around 630 PM, but waiting for them to get back to GM.
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 4, 2015 at 6:23 PM
To: Peter Ragone <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Pls edits
 
+mpc
And what do we want to achieve, from the convo @ 3 pm ? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
What time are we talking to him again?
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
I have tried to punch up the language per his request. Pls edit quickly
 
Message Strategy
 

• Focus on what matters – Protect and Respect
o Keeping crime low
o Bringing police and community closer together – because its good for

both police AND community
 

• Reaffirm confidence in and support in NYPD and its leadership
• Use emotions strategically --- to draw the line and make clear work stoppages

are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  New Yorkers expect that their



police force is working and those who choose not to do their job can find
another line of work.

 
 
 
Topline Themes Likely to Guide Every Question
 
 

• Emotions: How did it make you feel when backs were turned? Is there anything
you regret saying [ie, Dante comparison]? Were you surprised at the reaction?

 
• Apologies: Should you apologize to the NYPD? Should Lynch and others

apologize to you?
 

• Cause and Effect: Do you believe your comments and actions have caused this
escalation?

 
• Forward-looking: How do you and the City move forward? Now that you’ve

met with the unions, what’s next? How do you respond to claims that the first
meeting was non-productive and what does that mean for future talks?

 
 
SAMPLE Q+A
 
 
 
Q: Should you apologize like some in the media have said? Should Lynch and others
apologize to you?
 
A: Look, this isn’t about how I feel. My focus is on keeping our City safe, keeping crime
numbers low and bringing police and community together.
 
 
Q: Some in the NYPD have said comments about Dante in particular needing to take
special care w police were offensive to them.  What did you mean and do you regret
those remarks?
 

A.  



 
Q: Is there a police work slowdown happening right now, and if so what are you and
the PC going to do to end it?
 

A. We know that typically after a police officer is killed there is a brief period of
mourning. As Commissioner Bratton put it, a time for grieving. But let me be
clear—New Yorkers will not tolerate any perceived slow down, the police
Commissioner won’t and I certainly won’t. New Yorkers expect officers to do
their job and to do it well.  Those who can’t should consider a new line of work.
And for those few   who are deliberately stopping/slowing or encouraging
others to abdicate their responsibilities, there very well may be legal
consequences.

 
Q. Are you exploring legal options?
A. I expect our cops to do their jobs and to do them admirably. And the NYPD is

the finest in the country.  If we perceive a slowdown, we will look at all options
to keep New Yorkers safe.

 
 
Q: Next mtg with Lynch and the unions? What are next steps in that relationship? How
do you repair and move forward?
 
Q: Reaction to those protestors who say and chant vile hateful things about the NYPD?
 
Q: Do you have any arrest updates on last month’s assaults on police officers during a
protest rally on the Brooklyn Bridge?
 
A: Last week, the NYPD arrested and charged a fifth suspect, 29 year-old Jarrod
Shanahan in connection with the Brooklyn Bridge assault. Shanahan faces multiple
charges, including assault on a police officer, resisting arrest, and obstructing
governmental administration. Rest assured the Department with the full support of
City Hall is doing everything in it power to ensure the perpetrators are apprehended
held to account for their actions. That said, the Commissioner and his chiefs can
provide you with more details on this specific arrest.
 
Q: This year police officer shooting deaths increased 56%. Given the current climate
and the rise in death threats from anti-police extremists, what are you doing to protect
the City’s police officers?  Is your rhetoric at all responsible for this climate?
 
A: No, this was the act of a deranged individual, pure and simple.
 
We’ve put safety first in this administration by increasing police resources, expanding



camera use in all five boroughs, and maintaining force levels. Since the tragic shootings
of Officer Ramos and Officer Liu, we’ve doubled down and now have officers on foot
patrols working in pairs and uniformed sentries now guard each precinct station house.
The NYPD is actively monitoring social media and investigating any threats against
police officers that come through that or any other medium. And I’d like to continue to
urge the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity they see or hear. We
must work together to prevent a tragedy like this from ever happening again.
 
 
 
 
Q: On Friday, the Commissioner issued a memo to the entire Department outlining his
expectations for how members of the Department should behave at Officer Liu’s
funeral. Where you aware of the memo? Did he do this at your request?
 
A: The Commissioner has been a law enforcement leader for decades. He is a smart,
independent, and principled public servant. While I do agree with the tenor of his
statement and believe that funerals, especially one’s where we are honoring one of
our City’s fallen, are solemn occasions that should be devoid of politics, the
Commissioner certainly doesn’t need any micro-managing for me. I respect his
judgment, and I leave it to his discretion as to what he should and shouldn’t say to his
officers.
 
 
 
Q: Officer Liu was laid to rest this past weekend. What do you say to those who
reacted negatively to your involvement in the funeral?
 
A: Officer Liu was an example of the best of what this City has to offer. And words
can’t express how profoundly his tragic death has impacted all of us. We lost a
dedicated public servant who answered the call to protect and serve this great city, and
Officer Liu deserves our gratitude and respect. This was not about politics, it was about
taking the time to honor his memory and support his family.
 
 
 
Q: What about the cops who turned their backs on you?  How did you take that?
 
A:  It was the actions of a few – I certainly heard from New Yorkers who were upset to
see some who would choose to politicize funerals in direct contrast to the families
request. My focus is on how we make sure this City is safe, continue to the low-crime
rates,  honor the memories of the two men we’ve lost; protect our officers from future
acts; and begin to heal our city.
 
 



 
Q: How do you respond to those who turned their backs or who made statements,
such as you have“blood on your hands?”
 
A:  Short answer – No, I do not believe that nor do I think the majority of New Yorkers
believe that.  That’s the kind of divisive politics that does nothing to move this City
forward.,
 
If people want to politicize someone’s funeral, that's on them and you can ask them
what they think of that. I've got a job to do as Mayor. We've kept crime low and we're
remaking the relationship between police and community. No number of baseless
attacks are going to stop us from getting their together.
 
 
Q: Earlier this morning a hearing was held in Staten Island to review petition requests
seeking transcripts, instructions and evidence from the grand jury that investigated the
death of Eric Garner but decided not to indict the police officer involved in his
chokehold death in July. Do you believe those transcripts should be unsealed?
 
A: For many people there are obviously a lot of unanswered questions. The death of
Eric Garner was an unspeakable tragedy.  I understand their desire for more
information and transparency. But, I’m not going to weigh in on what should ultimately
happen with the transcripts. That is for a judge to decide, and I believe it is important
to allow the judicial process to play out as it ultimately will.
 
 
 
Q: Some say they haven’t seen police-community relations this bad since the David
Dinkins era.
 
A: We’ve been through a lot as a city over the past few months. But it’s not just here in
New York. It’s a conversation we’re having across the country. I think we need to see it
through that lens.  We are making progress, reduction in stops or example.  We will
continue the work.  Playing the long game, and am confident we are going in the right
direction.
 
 
 
Q: There’s a petition circulating suggesting that you resign.
 
A: I understand that in the middle of an act of senseless violence, humannature causes
us to look for someone to blame – some way to make sense of it all. But I don’t think
injecting politics into the middle of tragedy is the way forward.  I am confident this
Administration has the confidence and support of the people of NYC.
 



 
 
Q: The killer said that this was an act of retribution for Garner. Doesn’t that make it
political right there? Isn’t that exactly what people were protesting in New York – the
people you spoke to and defended.
 
A: This was a deranged individual with a history of violence…a gang-member from
Baltimore who allegedly shot his ex-girlfriend there before coming to New York to
continue his unspeakable acts. Just because he cloaked his act of violence in the words
of non-violent protestors does not mean he speaks for those peaceful protesters any
more than Timothy McVeigh spoke for those who advocate for smaller
government. This was an act of evil, pure and simple.
 
 
 
Q: Are you worried about copy-cats – like the attempted shooting in the Bronx?
 Should New Yorkers expect this to continue?
 
A: The people of New York should know that they are safe; that their city and their
police force are here to protect them; and that we will work together to ensure that
the violence ends. We will double-down on the extraordinary work the NYPD is already
doing, and we will stamp out the violence.  And we will have our cops’ backs.
 
 
 
Q: But aren’t cops going to be afraid to go to work now?
 
A: Anyone who says that underestimates the courage and valor of our police officer
here in New York. These men and women put their lives on the line every day, and
they aren’t going to be deterred from doing their jobs. They don’t intimidate easy; they
act heroically, and will continue to do so.
 
 
 
Q: There are those who’ve suggested that your own police security detail should ease
up on protecting you. Did you take that as a threat?
 
A: New York City police officers have been protecting me and my family for decades –
including the years before I ever entered public life. They protected me as a resident of
New York City – just like they protect millions of families like mine every day.  I know
these men and women, they are professionals who take their duty seriously and I have
immense respect for the job they do.
 
 
 



One-Liners
 
 
"If people want to use a solemn occasion like a funeral to make a political statement,
that's on them, you need to ask them why they chose to do it." 
 
"Some cops may have turned their backs on me, but I will never turn my backs on the
cops nor the people they serve. Anyone else who tells you otherwise isn't being
honest."
 
"I know being Mayor is a tough  job, I signed up for it. But. I know our cops have a
tougher job and they signed up for it too. Don't let anyone tell you I don't get that.”
 
“Don't take my word for it, look at what we've done together. Crime is lower, we
dramatically reduced stop-and-frisk together and we've made big investments in our
cops. Let's drop the rhetoric here and talk about the great things we've done together."
 
"After the Eric Garner I said black lives matter, and I won't take that back. But don't let
anyone tell you I don't believe that blue lives matter. You bet they do and we know
that our cops are partners in of the new relationship we're forging with the people we
in city government all serve."
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

He would like to start talking to you daily.  Mornings are usually best on his way to/from the
gym.
 
What is your time like normally in AM?
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Date:

Its your fav person – me.
You around later?  I have a quick question for you about SOTC.
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
Office of Mayor de Blasio
City Hall
New York, New York
212.341.5396
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Oh I don’t care about today
He ain’t in todays
He is in Fridays.
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

No - sorry - today
 

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 6, 2015 at 12:04 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: <no subject>
 
On Friday?
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

One thing - I have a hard-out at 230pm - got an appointment in midtown at 3pm that I can’t be late for



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

He wants to try and call you around 1030 tomorrow. You around?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:





  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

January 2015 

 

To: New York City Economic Development Corporation  

RE: Executive Vice President, Capital Division  

 

I am pleased to submit my resume for the position of Executive Vice President of the Capital Division.   
 

   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

 

 

 

 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This is really gross.  Thoughts on calling them out?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zoo Officials Reportedly Forbid Mayor de Blasio from Handling Groundhog on
Groundhog Day

Simmoneau: “It was actually Charlotte last year”

Juliet
Huddy pretends to cough while saying, “Yeah, right.” A brief moment of silence follows.
Simmoneau: “What was that, Juliet?” Huddy: “Nothing.”

Huddy:
“Chirlaine.” Simmoneau: “Perhaps it’s Chirlaine this year.” Huddy: “The C-H’s”



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Great, thanks for the flexibility.  His day is wide open on Thursday.  Is there a time that works well for 
Penny?

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, January 9, 2015 at 11:19 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena

Hi, Liz.
Not a problem at all. Next week is great, especially Wednesday and Thursday. Friday morning works, 
too.
Let me know what’s best for John.
Thanks again!
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
I’m so sorry but John’s day tomorrow has gotten hectic with meetings at City Hall.  Can we find a time next 
week for him to meet with Penny?  Apologies for the last minute change of plans.
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 
 

From: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:53 PM
To: "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Perfect, confirmed for 10:30 on Friday.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:52 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
OK, great. Would he mind visiting here at 10:30?
Thanks!
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Any time before noon on Friday works for John.  Thanks for understanding! 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:44 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
I understand how the shifting schedule goes. Not a problem at all.
Unfortunately, 3PM on Thursday won’t work. Penny has meetings from 3PM on.
Friday doesn’t happen to work for John, does it?
If it doesn’t, please let me know a few times next week that might.
Thanks again,
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Apologies but John’s schedule has shifted for Thursday.  Any chance we could do this meeting at 3 PM 
instead?  
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena



 
Perfect!
Thanks again.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Great, confirmed for 11:30 on the 8th at your office.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 9:35 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Great!
If John’s schedule is flexible, 11:30 would be the best time for Penny. That would avoid any rushing 
from her previous meeting.
Thanks again!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Sure, no problem.  Can we do 11 AM on the 8th?  John’s day is fairly flexible so feel free to let me know if 
doing this later in the afternoon makes things easier on your end.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 9:27 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
Happy New Year to you, too!
I hope you had a great vacation. Thanks for your response. Would it be possible for John to visit on 

the 8th? Penny is available from 11AM-4PM. If that doesn’t work, the 9th is pretty open, as well.
Thanks again!
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,



 
Happy New Year!  Apologies for my delayed response, I have been out of the office over the holidays.  
 
Can we try for 11 or 3 PM on the 7th?  Happy to look into options for the 8th if helpful.
 
Thanks!
 
Liz
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, December 30, 2014 at 1:41 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.

Just checking in to see what the best time is for John to visit our office on the 7th or 8th? Both days 
are fairly open for Penny.
Thanks!
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Thanks, Liz!
Yes, both days are fairly open for Penny. We would be very happy for John to visit us! Our offices are 

on E. 44th St. between 1st and 2nd Ave., on the 27th floor of 2 UN Plaza.
Just let me know when is best for John, and I will put it on Penny’s schedule and notify the security 
desk.
We’re looking forward to meeting him.
Thanks again,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
No problem.  Happy to have John come by your office.  Any chance there’s a time on the 7th or 8th that 
works for Penny?
 
Thanks,





Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Hope all is well.  John’s schedule is fairly flexible over the next few days.  Is there a time that works well for 
Penny on either Thursday or Friday afternoon?
 
Many thanks,
 
Liz
— 
Liz Hegarty
 
AKPD Message and Media
Office: 312-664-7500
Cell: 203-482-6229

lhegarty@akpdmedia.com 
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 1:57 PM
To: "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hey Matt - sure, that'd be great - adding Liz for my sked 

On Dec 17, 2014, at 10:46 AM, Graham, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Hello, Mr. Del Cecato.
I am writing with the hope that we might schedule a call between you and Penny 
Abeywardena, Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office for International Affairs. She is 
responsible for conveying the Mayor’s message to a global audience and would 
appreciate your expertise. Would you please let me know when there is a good time to 
speak?
Best regards,
Matt



 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

GOVERNOR CUOMO DELIVERS REMARKS ON THE 2011-2012 EXECUTIVE
BUDGET

Governor Andrew Cuomo:























From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

If you have not seen:

Race, the Police and the Propaganda

January 10, 2015

Nicholas Kristof

WELCOME visitors to New York City! This has been the best time ever to urinate on a street, sneak onto the 
subway or run a red light, for the police force has been on a virtual strike.

Police officers may be making a point for contract negotiations. But many also are genuinely frustrated 
and, along with millions of other Americans, seem sympathetic to an argument that goes like this:

The real threat to young black men isn’t white cops. It’s other black men. Police officers are numerous in 
black neighborhoods not because they want to hang out there, but because they’re willing to risk their lives 
to create order on streets where too many residents have kids outside of marriage, or collect government 
benefits but disdain jobs. Instead of receiving thanks for their efforts, cops have been cursed and attacked. 
Hate-mongering led by President Obama built a climate of animosity that led to the murder of two of New 
York’s finest. And where are the street protests denouncing those racist murders? Don’t blue lives count?

Rudy Giuliani, the former mayor of New York and de facto spokesman for that viewpoint, put it this way in 
November when he was asked about Ferguson, Mo., on “Meet the Press”: “I find it very disappointing that 
you’re not discussing the fact that 93 percent of blacks in America are killed by other blacks. We’re talking 
about the exception here.”

The relationship between the police and the mayor in New York has been closely watched recently.
Richard Perry / The New York Times

“What about the poor black child that is killed by another black child?” he added. “Why aren’t you 
protesting that?”

After the assassination of the two New York police officers, Giuliani declared: “We’ve had four months of 
propaganda, starting with the president, that everybody should hate the police.”

That view has gained traction, creating an astonishing impasse in America’s largest city. In one week in late 
December, the number of police citations, summonses and arrests in some categories fell by 90 percent 
from the same week the previous year.

That’s not “a few bad apples.” That’s the apple basket.

Most of us understand that police officers are often in an impossible position, and we appreciate their 
courage and good work. When they work.



So let’s examine the narrative that Giuliani and others have spread.

Take the argument that police killings are a red herring because the biggest threat to blacks is other blacks. 
The latter part is true. Where the perpetrator has been identified, 93 percent of murderers of blacks are 
also black. Then again, it’s equally true that 84 percent of murderers of whites are fellow whites.

So?

How would we feel if we were told: When Americans are killed by Muslim terrorists, it’s an exception. Get 
over it.

Some offenses are particularly destructive because they undermine the social system. Terrorism is in that 
category, and so is police abuse. Unfortunately, there’s evidence that such abuse is too common.

In 2012, an African-American detective in the New York City Police Department, Harold Thomas, hobbled 
from a nightclub to his car (he had been shot a year earlier by a would-be armed robber). Other police 
officers didn’t recognize him and, according to Thomas, slammed his head into his vehicle, threw him to 
the ground and handcuffed him. He is suing the city.

Thomas, who retired last year after 30 years, admires the police force but says the racial bias is ingrained 
— caused by a small percentage of officers who “make everyone look bad.”

Reuters interviewed 25 African-American male police officers, some retired, in New York City and said all 
but one reported having been subjected to unwarranted incidents — from stop-and-frisks to being thrown 
into prison vans. Five said they had had guns pulled on them.

A 2010 New York State task force report on police-on-police shootings identified 14 officers around the 
country killed by fellow officers over the previous 15 years in mistaken identity shootings. Ten of the 14 
were officers of color.

Then there’s a ProPublica investigation that found that young black men are shot dead by police at 21 
times the rate of young white men.

It’s true that some on the left who are aghast at racial profiling are sometimes prone to career profiling: 
We should stereotype neither black youths nor white cops. Some extremist protesters turned to the slogan 
“arms up, shoot back,” or to chants of “What do we want? Dead cops.” That was inexcusable. But, of 
course, that’s not remotely what Obama was saying.

PunditFact reviewed all of Obama’s statements and found that he never encouraged hostility toward 
police; it labeled that Giuliani assertion as “pants on fire.” Good for Obama and other politicians — 
including Mayor Bill de Blasio — for trying to shine a light on inequality in law enforcement.

“Many of my peers were deeply racist,” Redditt Hudson, a former St. Louis cop, wrote in The Washington 
Post last month. He described seeing force used unnecessarily, particularly against blacks, such as the time 
a boy who couldn’t walk was punched, handcuffed and dragged by his ankles from his home to a car.

Hudson said that the fundamental need is an end to impunity.

“Cops aren’t held accountable for their actions, and they know it,” he wrote. “These officers violate rights 



with impunity. They know there’s a different criminal justice system for civilians and police. Even when 
officers get caught, they know they’ll be investigated by their friends, and put on paid leave.”

Race is a nettlesome issue, and I recognize that I’m calling for more diversity and accountability in police 
forces even as my own institution — the press — doesn’t look like America either.

We can all do better. Put yourselves in the shoes of the family of Tamir Rice, the black 12-year-old boy 
shot dead in November in Cleveland. A 911 call had reported someone carrying a “probably fake” gun, and 
Tamir was carrying a pellet pistol.

A white police officer, who had previously been judged unprepared for the stresses of the job, shot Tamir. 
A video released a few days ago shows the boy’s 14-year-old sister rushing to her fallen brother — and 
then tackled by police, handcuffed, and placed in a police car a few feet from her dying brother. The 
officers stood around and gave him no medical aid.

To those who see no problem in policing, just one question: What if that were your son or daughter?

I invite you to visit my blog, On the Ground. Please also join me on Facebook and Google+, watch my 
YouTube videos and follow me on Twitter.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Saturday, January 10, 2015 5:47 PM
To: Rebecca Katz <rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, FLONYC VM <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Must Watch: Bill Maher on NYPD

Me too.  Kristof good too

On Jan 10, 2015, at 4:35 PM, Katz, Rebecca <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Definitely.  And this is what I am hearing from those Quinn/ Bloomberg corners of the city.  
They find the behavior here appalling.

The hundred and hundreds of comments are passionate and overwhelmingly supportive.

From: B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, January 10, 2015 5:32 PM
To: Rebecca Katz <rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, FLONYC VM <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Must Watch: Bill Maher on NYPD

We saw it last night -- he spoke a lot of truth



 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Bill Maher: "it's a great time to visit New York, get stoned, and urinate out your double-parked car."

"How dare he [BdB] spread a myth that is only corroborated by every black person ever"

And watch what he says about unions.

1.4 million views since this was posted 16 hours ago:

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=10152662550517297 
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Cc:
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Cc:
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hi, Liz.
I hope you had a good weekend! Sorry for the delayed reply.
Penny is hoping to have a quick conversation with John about this attached memo. She’s hoping to
speak with him today or tomorrow morning. Sorry the timeline got moved up just this morning.
I know it’s short notice, but would you let me know if there are any times that work well for John?
I appreciate your help with this.
Thanks again!
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Great, thanks for the flexibility.  His day is wide open on Thursday.  Is there a time that works well for
Penny?
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, January 9, 2015 at 11:19 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
Not a problem at all. Next week is great, especially Wednesday and Thursday. Friday morning works,
too.
Let me know what’s best for John.
Thanks again!
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
I’m so sorry but John’s day tomorrow has gotten hectic with meetings at City Hall.  Can we find a time next
week for him to meet with Penny?  Apologies for the last minute change of plans.
 
Thanks,



 
Liz
 
 

From: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:53 PM
To: "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Perfect, confirmed for 10:30 on Friday.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:52 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
OK, great. Would he mind visiting here at 10:30?
Thanks!
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Any time before noon on Friday works for John.  Thanks for understanding! 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:44 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
I understand how the shifting schedule goes. Not a problem at all.
Unfortunately, 3PM on Thursday won’t work. Penny has meetings from 3PM on.
Friday doesn’t happen to work for John, does it?
If it doesn’t, please let me know a few times next week that might.
Thanks again,
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 



Hi Matt,
 
Apologies but John’s schedule has shifted for Thursday.  Any chance we could do this meeting at 3 PM
instead?  
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Perfect!
Thanks again.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Great, confirmed for 11:30 on the 8th at your office.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 9:35 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Great!
If John’s schedule is flexible, 11:30 would be the best time for Penny. That would avoid any rushing
from her previous meeting.
Thanks again!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Sure, no problem.  Can we do 11 AM on the 8th?  John’s day is fairly flexible so feel free to let me know if
doing this later in the afternoon makes things easier on your end.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 9:27 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
Happy New Year to you, too!
I hope you had a great vacation. Thanks for your response. Would it be possible for John to visit on

the 8th? Penny is available from 11AM-4PM. If that doesn’t work, the 9th is pretty open, as well.
Thanks again!
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Happy New Year!  Apologies for my delayed response, I have been out of the office over the holidays.  
 
Can we try for 11 or 3 PM on the 7th?  Happy to look into options for the 8th if helpful.
 
Thanks!
 
Liz
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, December 30, 2014 at 1:41 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.

Just checking in to see what the best time is for John to visit our office on the 7th or 8th? Both days
are fairly open for Penny.
Thanks!
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Thanks, Liz!
Yes, both days are fairly open for Penny. We would be very happy for John to visit us! Our offices are

on E. 44th St. between 1st and 2nd Ave., on the 27th floor of 2 UN Plaza.
Just let me know when is best for John, and I will put it on Penny’s schedule and notify the security
desk.



We’re looking forward to meeting him.
Thanks again,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
No problem.  Happy to have John come by your office.  Any chance there’s a time on the 7th or 8th that
works for Penny?
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, December 18, 2014 at 10:20 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
I just spoke with Penny, and she is hoping to meet John in person after the New Year, if possible. I
apologize for the inconvenience, but could we reschedule?
If so, would you let me know a few times that work well for John? Penny is happy to meet him at
AKPD’s New York office, our office on 44th, or another location of John’s choosing.
Thanks again,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Thanks, Liz!
Penny will call tomorrow.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Yes, tomorrow at 3:30 is great.  John can be reached on his cell:   Feel free to let me
know if it would be easier if he dials Penny directly.  Thanks!
 



From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 2:02 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
Thanks for getting back to me and for offering those times. Might John be available tomorrow at
3:30?
Best,
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Hope all is well.  John’s schedule is fairly flexible over the next few days.  Is there a time that works well for
Penny on either Thursday or Friday afternoon?
 
Many thanks,
 
Liz
— 
Liz Hegarty
 
AKPD Message and Media
Office: 312-664-7500
Cell: 203-482-6229

lhegarty@akpdmedia.com 
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 1:57 PM
To: "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: Re: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hey Matt - sure, that'd be great - adding Liz for my sked 

On Dec 17, 2014, at 10:46 AM, Graham, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Hello, Mr. Del Cecato.
I am writing with the hope that we might schedule a call between you and Penny
Abeywardena, Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office for International Affairs. She is
responsible for conveying the Mayor’s message to a global audience and would
appreciate your expertise. Would you please let me know when there is a good time to
speak?
Best regards,
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 



 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

 
 
 
TO:  Mayor Bill de Blasio  
FROM:  Commissioner Penny Abeywardena, Mayor’s Office for International   Affairs 
RE:  International Affairs Update and Strategy  
 
Agenda 

Update YOU on current actions of international affairs office 
Ensure this is consistent with YOUR vision 
Align priorities  

 
Updated Mission 
 
The Mayor’s Office for International Affairs is the platform from which the City promotes its goals 
for greater equality and opportunity, showcases the diversity of New Yorkers, and shares policies 
and best practices globally. 
 
The office serves as the primary liaison between the City of New York and the diplomatic 
community, foreign governments, the United Nations, and the U.S. Department of State. As an 
integral part of the Mayor’s Office, the international affairs team works to foster positive relations 
and to create opportunities for collaboration between the international community and New York 
City’s agencies and local communities. 
 
Changes in Effect (as of 10.1.14) 
 
For the first time, the Mayor’s Office for International Affairs is executing the following programs: 
 

Using diplomatic corps to promote City initiatives 
o Case study: IDNYC launch in partnership with consulates and UN 

 
Connecting diplomatic corps to local communities 

o Launch of “Connecting Local to Global” series 



Ex. Connected 55 consulates to partner with the Office to Combat Domestic 
Violence and the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs 
Event co-hosted with MOIA, OCDV and New York Women’s Foundation  

o World Cities Summit Mayors Forum 
Program to reflect PlaNYC 2015  
Borough tours to accentuate communities (arts, culture) and opportunities 
for business  

 
Recruitment and retention of international SMEs      

o First town hall discussion with foreign trade commissioners and chambers of 
commerce 

Emphasized NYC’s digital economy as well as our resiliency and sustainability 
initiatives that promote investment in clean/green tech  

o Developing first working partnership with EDC and other city agencies 
o Identifying opportunities to promote international SMEs in all boroughs  

Launch of neighborhood tours for international trade representatives to 
highlight opportunities in a range of sectors (culinary to bioscience)   

 
Rethinking courtesy visits: a focus on substance and promoting NYC’s equity agenda 

o Duke & Duchess visit spotlighted NYC’s strategies to address mental health issues 
and promote international business (tech innovation, specifically) 

 
Engagement of  UN for purposes of moving forward NYC’s economic agenda as well as 
cultural and policy exchange 

o Supporting the completion of the UN Capital Plan and ensuring that DC 5 is 
approved to move to next phase 

o During UN’s 70th anniversary in 2015, the IA team will launch a parallel campaign, 
“New Yorkness of the UN” 

o IDNYC registration site on UN campus 
o Economic Impact Analysis of UN and its affiliates 

 
Agency staffing            

o Restructure of agency, redefining all roles and responsibilities to move away from 
existing operational, constituent services focus to emphasizing program elements 
that proactively engage diplomatic community 

o Filling vacancies, specifically in senior leadership (General Counsel & Deputy 
Commissioner) 

 
Global Partners- shifting organization from sporadic meetings of sister cities to actively 
building partnerships with likeminded, progressive cities around the world 



o Recruiting new board  
o Fundraising goal of $1million within two years  
o Seeking dynamic executive director 

 
Other priorities 

o Listening tour with key constituents: UN, State Department, Consulates, NYC 
agencies and community organizations  

o Building relationships with NYC agencies, UN and State Department to ensure a 
collaborative partnership to address diplomatic incidents and security issues 

o Identifying  local community cooperatives to create new NYC gifts for delegation 
visits 

o Creating a Welcome Committee to introduce new diplomats to NYC services and 
connect them to communities throughout the boroughs  

Looking Ahead 
 
All of the above activities reinforce the mission to establish this agency as New York City’s global 
platform to promote YOUR equity agenda and to share policies and best practices with the 
international community. The priorities for 2015 are: 
 

Working with First Lady Chirlane McCray and her team to use the international community 
strategically to advance her priority areas  
Creating a proactive and collaborative office that educates, assists and engages the 
international community with New York City agencies and communities  
Identifying and establishing partnerships with City agencies and communities  
Utilizing YOUR international travel to build deeper relationships with progressive leaders and 
to promote the administration’s equity agenda  
   

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Great, Liz!
Penny will call John tomorrow morning on his cell.
I appreciate you getting this scheduled on such short notice.
I look forward to scheduling with you in the future!
Best,
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
John can be reached on his cell: 
 
Feel free to ping me if Penny has any trouble getting through to him.    Also, happy to circle back at a 
later time if it would be helpful for them to meet in person in the next few weeks.  Thanks again for 
coordinating!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 12, 2015 at 10:02 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Scheduling call today with Commissioner Abeywardena?
 
Yes! That would work well.
What number is best for Penny to call?
Thanks again.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
No problem.  Unfortunately John is tied up with meetings at City Hall all day today.  Could we try for 
tomorrow morning at 10 ET?
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 



From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 12, 2015 at 9:51 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Scheduling call today with Commissioner Abeywardena?
 
Hi, Liz.
I hope you had a good weekend! Sorry for the delayed reply.
Penny is hoping to have a quick conversation with John about this attached memo. She’s hoping to 
speak with him today or tomorrow morning. Sorry the timeline got moved up just this morning.
I know it’s short notice, but would you let me know if there are any times that work well for John?
I appreciate your help with this.
Thanks again!
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Great, thanks for the flexibility.  His day is wide open on Thursday.  Is there a time that works well for 
Penny?
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, January 9, 2015 at 11:19 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
Not a problem at all. Next week is great, especially Wednesday and Thursday. Friday morning works, 
too.
Let me know what’s best for John.
Thanks again!
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
I’m so sorry but John’s day tomorrow has gotten hectic with meetings at City Hall.  Can we find a time next 
week for him to meet with Penny?  Apologies for the last minute change of plans.
 
Thanks,



 
Liz
 
 

From: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:53 PM
To: "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Perfect, confirmed for 10:30 on Friday.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:52 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
OK, great. Would he mind visiting here at 10:30?
Thanks!
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Any time before noon on Friday works for John.  Thanks for understanding! 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 5:44 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
I understand how the shifting schedule goes. Not a problem at all.
Unfortunately, 3PM on Thursday won’t work. Penny has meetings from 3PM on.
Friday doesn’t happen to work for John, does it?
If it doesn’t, please let me know a few times next week that might.
Thanks again,
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 



Hi Matt,
 
Apologies but John’s schedule has shifted for Thursday.  Any chance we could do this meeting at 3 PM 
instead?  
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Perfect!
Thanks again.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Great, confirmed for 11:30 on the 8th at your office.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 9:35 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Great!
If John’s schedule is flexible, 11:30 would be the best time for Penny. That would avoid any rushing 
from her previous meeting.
Thanks again!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Sure, no problem.  Can we do 11 AM on the 8th?  John’s day is fairly flexible so feel free to let me know if 
doing this later in the afternoon makes things easier on your end.  Thanks!
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 at 9:27 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
Happy New Year to you, too!
I hope you had a great vacation. Thanks for your response. Would it be possible for John to visit on 

the 8th? Penny is available from 11AM-4PM. If that doesn’t work, the 9th is pretty open, as well.
Thanks again!
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Happy New Year!  Apologies for my delayed response, I have been out of the office over the holidays.  
 
Can we try for 11 or 3 PM on the 7th?  Happy to look into options for the 8th if helpful.
 
Thanks!
 
Liz
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, December 30, 2014 at 1:41 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.

Just checking in to see what the best time is for John to visit our office on the 7th or 8th? Both days 
are fairly open for Penny.
Thanks!
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Thanks, Liz!
Yes, both days are fairly open for Penny. We would be very happy for John to visit us! Our offices are 

on E. 44th St. between 1st and 2nd Ave., on the 27th floor of 2 UN Plaza.
Just let me know when is best for John, and I will put it on Penny’s schedule and notify the security 
desk.



We’re looking forward to meeting him.
Thanks again,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
No problem.  Happy to have John come by your office.  Any chance there’s a time on the 7th or 8th that 
works for Penny?
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, December 18, 2014 at 10:20 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
I just spoke with Penny, and she is hoping to meet John in person after the New Year, if possible. I 
apologize for the inconvenience, but could we reschedule?
If so, would you let me know a few times that work well for John? Penny is happy to meet him at 
AKPD’s New York office, our office on 44th, or another location of John’s choosing.
Thanks again,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Thanks, Liz!
Penny will call tomorrow.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Yes, tomorrow at 3:30 is great.  John can be reached on his cell:   Feel free to let me 
know if it would be easier if he dials Penny directly.  Thanks!
 



From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 2:02 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hi, Liz.
Thanks for getting back to me and for offering those times. Might John be available tomorrow at 
3:30?
Best,
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Hope all is well.  John’s schedule is fairly flexible over the next few days.  Is there a time that works well for 
Penny on either Thursday or Friday afternoon?
 
Many thanks,
 
Liz
— 
Liz Hegarty
 
AKPD Message and Media
Office: 312-664-7500
Cell: 203-482-6229

lhegarty@akpdmedia.com 
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 1:57 PM
To: "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: Re: Speaking with International Affairs Commissioner Abeywardena
 
Hey Matt - sure, that'd be great - adding Liz for my sked 

On Dec 17, 2014, at 10:46 AM, Graham, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Hello, Mr. Del Cecato.
I am writing with the hope that we might schedule a call between you and Penny 
Abeywardena, Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office for International Affairs. She is 
responsible for conveying the Mayor’s message to a global audience and would 
appreciate your expertise. Would you please let me know when there is a good time to 
speak?
Best regards,
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Great.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Did you have a couple of cops watch this for reactions? Having done my dime store
anthropological profiles of the City Hall detail, I can tell you that some sweet people
are pretty nuts and it might be good to see if there are any points that we think are
great and they react to differently. Just a thought.
 
But I already flagged for Emma that this could work. She was worried about him talking
policing and I think he can’t shrink from it nationally. He’s the only leader nationally
who has emerged as someone who managed Garner well and the I think the PBA
overreached.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

This is it! This is a speech for the US Conference of Mayors!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Please don’t forward
https://vimeo.com/116568990



password: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

My pleasure - thanks!

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 13, 2015 at 11:40 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: <no subject>

Hello, John.
Penny said the call went very well, too. Thanks again for working with us. Her email is:
pabeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov
Thanks!
Matt
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Matt.  I had a great call with Penny.  Wanted to follow up on the memo - just a couple of quick things.  
What’s the best email address for her?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John,
 
It was great to speak with you this morning and thank you for checking out the memo.  He should
keep it in, what a fantastic quote… perhaps I’ll use it on my agency’s website!
 
Looking forward to lunch soon.
 
Cheers,
Penny
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey Penny.  Good to talk to you.
 
The memo looks great to me.  
 
1.  I think you’ll get a welcome audience for the efforts to raise awareness/reduce stigma of mental
illness/domestic violence by partnering consulates with City Agencies & NEW YORKERS who make up our
diverse city.
2.  Love the emphasis on the outer boroughs.  I really want the country, and the world, to understand just
how much our outer boroughs have changed & look as global in their ethnic composition as Manhattan
(maybe more so).
3.  Here’s the quote from Ric Burns, FWIW…  I think the boss is going to nix it as the opening of the SOTC -
but I still love it (and the series - it’s called New York: A Documentary).
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

All:

This meeting is on hold.  Mayor is still a bit out from City Hall.

Michael Paul Carey

Director of Scheduling and Advance

City Hall

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: Gabriel Schnake Mahl <
Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 12:00 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Mary Bruch <MBruch@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Sotc planning and housing

Sorry, he’s tied up tomorrow morning.  We can do just





>>>
>>> Looping everybody. Alicia if you want to add James I
just don't have his personal email.
>>>
>>>

-- 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks!

From: <Bruch>, Mary <MBruch@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 12:03 PM
To: "  <  Liz Hegarty 
<lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Sotc planning and housing

Emma is heading in to Staten Island room now, give her 2min
------ Original message------
From: Gabriel Schnake Mahl
Date: Wed, Jan 14, 2015 1:00 PM
To: Liz Hegarty;
Cc: Bruch, Mary;
Subject:Re: Sotc planning and housing
 
Looping Mary who is wrangling folks for this meeting/call

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 13, 2015, at 6:59 PM, Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Sorry, we just had another scheduling request from the mayor come in for 1:30. John May 
have to jump off this call a little early. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 13, 2015, at 5:57 PM, "Gabriel Schnake-Mahl" <  wrote:

On Tue, Jan 13, 2015 at 6:12 PM, Gabriel Schnake-Mahl 
<  wrote:

On Tue, Jan 13, 2015 at 6:03 PM, Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com> 
wrote:

Sorry, he’s tied up tomorrow morning.  We can do just about any time 





>>>

-- 

-- 

-- 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

We are delayed. JC will let you know when to dial in.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Okie dokie

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 1:18 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "laufer@kantordavidoff.com" 
<laufer@kantordavidoff.com>
Subject: MBDB: Call with JDC and Laufer

All: he is not back at CH and wont want to do this in the car.  Keep you posted.

MBDB: Call with JDC and Laufer
Scheduled: Wednesday, 14 Jan 2015 from 1:30 pm to 2:00 pm
Location: Dial-in Number:  Meeting ID: 
Invitees: ''jfdc@akpdmedia.com' (jfdc@akpdmedia.com)' , Chao, Raymond , Leopold, Elana , Coney, Javon , 
'Laurence Laufer'



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

I propose to announce the Mayor’s Fund led initiative “ The Center for Youth Employment Support”
in the SOTC.  The center will be a public private partnership to focus on getting our kids ready for
college and jobs.  I have met with all the DM’s and will be presenting this to the Mayor on Friday. 
This will be the main thrust of the work of the Mayor’s Fund in 2015.  Please see attached memo in
draft form.
 

THX G
 
Gabrielle Fialkoff
Senior Advisor to the Mayor
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships
212-341-5084
gfialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov
 















From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

So call in now?

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



MBDB: Internal Police
Strategy Meeting



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

All he promised me it would be short.

Will let you know when to dial in.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

All can you please dial in

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Or allow others to deliver it. We could do that and set it up that way in stories... 

From
Sent
To

Subject

"We're at war with the mayor and what are we getting out of it?" This is the crux of my point from
the call earlier -- we want those who attack to feel they can't get anything from it and those who
cooperate to see results. That's why we need to slow down and ration things more

From
Sent
To
Subject

From
Sent
To
Subject

President of New York City Police
Union Faces Internal Opposition
By AL BAKER and J. DAVID GOODMAN







From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

We are a couple min behind. Will let everyone know when they should gather.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/editorials/2015/01/13/don-back-down-bill-
blasio/eBDKYtQClbY193GXoVGFoN/story.html



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From
Sent
To
Subject

Highlights from the letter:
 
Preceding and Following Grand Jury decision, the Mayor “initiated dialogue” with protestors and
during this same period, neither the Mayor nor “any representative from [the] administration
extended the courtesy of attempting to establish dialogue with me or any of the members of the
New York City Police Department.”
 
Proposes steps the Mayor and the Admin “may consider to remedy the estrangement, either real or
perceived, that currently exists between the members of the New York City Police Department and
City Hall.”  The recommendations fall into three buckets:

1. Aggressive prosecution of the NYS Penal Law charge of Resisting Arrest
- “Vocal support” from the administration
- “I would also suggest lobbying the City Council and the legislators in Albany to garner

support for the creation of an enhanced charge of “Aggravated Resisting Arrest.”
- District Attorneys create a tracking system to monitor individuals routinely arrested for

resisting arrest or assault in the 2nd degree against police and establish a dedicated unit

to prosecute cases involving resisting arrest or assault in the 2nd degree against police
- Police Department track those same incidents

 
2. An assurance from the New York City Corporation Council to vigorously defend baseless

law suits filed against the City pertaining to allegations of police misconduct.
- “An assurance from the New York City Corporation Council to aggressively defend

baseless law suits filed against the City pertaining to allegations of police misconduct.
Currently, and in the past, there exists a perception that the NYC Corporation Council
would prefer to settle lawsuits involving members of the Department. “

 
3. A vested interest by New York City legislators in relation to Tier III Accidental-Disability

pension reform.
- Rectify the “inequality” related to Tier II and Tier II Accidental-Disability Police Pensions.

 
On the meeting with the five unions: “Many issues were discussed and a fair amount of selective
listening took place. No significant results have derived from these talks.”
 
 



-----Original Message-----
From: Adams, Marti 
Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2015 3:35 PM
To: Walzak, Phil; Ragone, Peter; Shorris, Anthony; Wolfe, Emma
Subject: LBA letter to BDB
 
A rep from LBA just dropped off a letter from Louis Turco to the Mayor. A scan of the letter is
attached.
 
Their rep said that they will send this to reporters "later today." He didn't know when or where it's
going, but wanted us to get a copy first.
 
I'm reviewing this now.









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

All:

Please note this meeting is taking place a City Hall today at 5:45 PM.

Will provide call in for those that wish to join via phone.

Thankkkkkkkkkkkssssssss

Michael Paul Carey

Director of Scheduling and Advance

City Hall

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Weekly Planning Meeting



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hi John,
 
Thank you again for the convo and the feedback on the memo. I ended
up having a very productive meeting with the Mayor about how to grow
this office.
 
Looking forward to lunch post state of the city.
 
Cheers,
Penny
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey Penny.  Good to talk to you.
 
The memo looks great to me.  
 
1.  I think you’ll get a welcome audience for the efforts to raise
awareness/reduce stigma of mental illness/domestic violence by partnering
consulates with City Agencies & NEW YORKERS who make up our diverse city.
2.  Love the emphasis on the outer boroughs.  I really want the country, and
the world, to understand just how much our outer boroughs have changed &



look as global in their ethnic composition as Manhattan (maybe more so).
3.  Here’s the quote from Ric Burns, FWIW…  I think the boss is going to nix it
as the opening of the SOTC - but I still love it (and the series - it’s called New
York: A Documentary).
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Agreed - Cuba is silly - but I like it nonetheless… Maybe he’s doing some penance?

From: BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, January 17, 2015 at 11:20 AM
To: Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Grynbaum: Obama a Policy Pathbreaker? De Blasio Was There First

Bad person he is. But your analysis is absolutely correct. And we should use that to our advantage as 
we expand our national focus. But what the fuck does the honeymoon have to do with anything? 
Talk about a stretch

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Just online. Part of their new "First Draft" that comes out in the mornings. 

Grynbaum loves playing up your national role because it plays up HIS role. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 17, 2015, at 10:27 AM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Was this just online? And how strangely positive of him -- he does not evince this 
understanding anywhere else in his writing

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Love this narrative:

Obama a Policy Pathbreaker? De Blasio Was There First



It’s been a very de Blasio week in Washington.

As the White House rolled out a string of federal initiatives, New Yorkers would be excused 
for their sense of déjà vu.

On a lot of this stuff, Mayor Bill de Blasio was there first.

Paid sick leave for employees? The mayor signed a bill requiring paid days off for low-wage 
New York City workers.

Expanded access to broadband? The mayor is creating free Wi-Fi hot spots in low-income 
neighborhoods like Melrose in the Bronx and Bedford-Stuyvesant in Brooklyn.

Easing travel restrictions to Cuba? Mr. de Blasio and his wife honeymooned in Havana in 
1994.

Mr. de Blasio, a Democrat who has a number of President Obama’s former aides on his staff, 
has been intent on promoting his liberal policy platform around the country. And in 
November, the mayor spent time at the White House with Valerie Jarrett, the president’s 
closest adviser.

Might the mayor and his wife consider renewing their vows in Cuba, given Mr. Obama’s 
easing of the restrictive travel policy.

“Their vows are fine the way they are,” a spokeswoman said.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Also, RKK had some good ideas for how to land ourselves in the Romney stuff - I’ll get with 
Peter & get this thing moving

From: BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, January 17, 2015 at 11:20 AM
To: Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Grynbaum: Obama a Policy Pathbreaker? De Blasio Was There First

Bad person he is. But your analysis is absolutely correct. And we should use that to our advantage as 
we expand our national focus. But what the fuck does the honeymoon have to do with anything? 
Talk about a stretch

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Just online. Part of their new "First Draft" that comes out in the mornings. 

Grynbaum loves playing up your national role because it plays up HIS role. 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 17, 2015, at 10:27 AM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Was this just online? And how strangely positive of him -- he does not evince this 
understanding anywhere else in his writing

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Love this narrative:



Obama a Policy Pathbreaker? De Blasio Was There First

It’s been a very de Blasio week in Washington.

As the White House rolled out a string of federal initiatives, New Yorkers would be excused 
for their sense of déjà vu.

On a lot of this stuff, Mayor Bill de Blasio was there first.

Paid sick leave for employees? The mayor signed a bill requiring paid days off for low-wage 
New York City workers.

Expanded access to broadband? The mayor is creating free Wi-Fi hot spots in low-income 
neighborhoods like Melrose in the Bronx and Bedford-Stuyvesant in Brooklyn.

Easing travel restrictions to Cuba? Mr. de Blasio and his wife honeymooned in Havana in 
1994.

Mr. de Blasio, a Democrat who has a number of President Obama’s former aides on his staff, 
has been intent on promoting his liberal policy platform around the country. And in 
November, the mayor spent time at the White House with Valerie Jarrett, the president’s 
closest adviser.

Might the mayor and his wife consider renewing their vows in Cuba, given Mr. Obama’s 
easing of the restrictive travel policy.

“Their vows are fine the way they are,” a spokeswoman said.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: <Ragone>, "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 11:39 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Abeywardena, Penny"
<PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Paris plans

That's not really keeping in message but if its not highlightes.

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



I'd keep this and don't think Hollande is
necessary. Mayor to Mayor. 

If Hollande wanted it, we could meet w him but
we have to check in w WH. Its not my first
priority. BDB may feel differently. 

From
Sent
To

Subject



Simpler here the better. They just
went through their very own
9/11. We should do 3 things,
show sympathy, condemn
violence, offer our full support.

We have a lot ot offer on dealing
w terrorism. 

I'd stay far away from any other
issues.

I'd stay as close to Hidalgo as
possible, they have a real
relationship and there's no way it
can be viewed credibly as political
btwn those two.

The more moving parts you add
the more you have a potential for
mistakes. 



From
Sent

To

Subject



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

1. Excellent in most ways -- and a few concerns which we'll discuss

2. Way too long for BAM or NAN -- let discuss if we split it in two or condense

3. Pls always cc Chirlane on important things like this
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sun, 18 Jan 2015 18:53:08 +0000
To: Bill de Blasio<
Subject: MLK Day Remarks - draft

Phil & I are still tweaking - but here’s a sense of where we are right now…  

MLK DAY REMARKS
1/18/15 DRAFT
 
 
Thank you, XXX, for that introduction.
 
We gather to commemorate and honor Dr. King during a challenging moment in our 
city – a time of shared grief…of unthinkable tragedy…but also a time of undeniable 
progress…and of great resolve.
 
Today, you’ve heard so many of the powerful words of Dr. King – calls for justice…for 
healing…for people to come together and let ourselves be guided not by hate, but by 
love.
 
At this moment, we remember that New York City is ONE family – a family that will 
come together in common cause – dedicated to building bridges of understanding that 
can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us apart.
 
As Mayor, I’ve sat with the families of Detective Liu and Detective Ramos, and the 
family of Staten Islander Eric Garner. 
 
While the circumstances of these tragedies were different, the shock and grief and 
heartbreaking sense of loss expressed by their families were very much the same. 



 
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw emotion that 
we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in different ways – some 
constructive, some destructive.
 
The tensions seen before and after the terrible bloodshed in Brooklyn are tremors 
along a deep historic divide between law enforcement and communities of color.  We 
would be remiss to deny it, and reckless to let it go unaddressed.
 
That’s why so many New Yorkers took to the streets to have their voices heard…joining 
together in a call for change.  We recognize peaceful protests as a legitimate way for 
people in a democracy to make their voices heard -- and we honor that right. 
 
But we also know that the veil of free expression will NEVER excuse the behavior of 
those who say reprehensible things -- such as those who call for violence against our 
police.   Spewing hatred towards those we entrust to protect us – spewing hatred 
toward ANYONE -- only undermines the cause of peaceful protesters who want 
reforms to continue. 
 
As Dr. King said: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”
 
We need less shouting, and more constructive dialogue.  We need to march forward 
together – making our city work for every neighborhood…every borough…every child.
 
Now, at the start of 2014, we set out to do what some said was impossible – to change 
policies that were creating a divide between police and the communities they serve…at 
the same time we worked to make EVERY New Yorker safer.
 
And to that end, we’ve made great progress.  Last year, the men and women of our 
police force brought crime to a record low.  Homicides…a record low.  Robberies…a 
record low.  A nearly 5 percent reduction in crime from even last year’s historic low.
 
At the same time, we’ve begun to reform the WAY we police – ending the overuse of 
stop-and-frisk -- from nearly 700,000 stops a few years ago, to less than 50,000 in 
2014.  And of the stops that WERE made, twice as many led to actual arrests.
 
Some had suggested those two priorities were in conflict.  Some offered the people of 
this city a false choice: that we had to choose between lower crime and more respectful 
policing.  They have been proven wrong, and that is something that we – as one New 
York family – celebrate.
 
We proved the naysayers wrong because we knew the truth – that building a better 



relationship between police and those they serve makes both our people AND our 
police safer.  It allows officers to get better information from neighbors on the real 
sources of crime.  It frees our officers from the burden of making unnecessary stops 
just to meet a quota.  It leads to policing that both protects AND respects.
 
Because, at the end of the day, we all want the same thing.  We want our police officers 
to target the guns and gangs and illegal drugs.  We want them to protect our children 
from violence, and our streets from disorder.  We want officers to respect the innocent, 
and we want our neighbors to respect the police.  We want an end to tragedies that 
stem from hostile contacts between police and unarmed New Yorkers.  We want our 
police officers to be protected from anyone who would seek to do them harm.
 
I feel deeply about these issues both as a father…and as a son.
 
I want my kids to be able to walk in streets made safe by strong, effective policing. I 
want my kids – and ALL of our kids – to be judged not by the color of their skin, but by 
the content of their character.
 
I want those who protect our safety to be honored, respected, and recognized for the 
dangerous job they do.
 
My father wasn’t a police officer, but he served in uniform, defending his country in 
the US Army during World War II.  He came back from the Pacific missing half of one 
of his legs.
 
I admired him so much because he put everything on the line to protect our freedom.  
And I saw the price he paid for that service.
 
That is one reason I have such profound respect for the men and women of the NYPD -
- for the sacrifices they make, the risks they take every day, the price they pay in the 
name of protecting our city.   One need look no further than the horrific events in Paris 
to understand the incredibly dangerous world our officers face each day.
 
That’s why we have done so much to protect our police.  When we saw an increase in 
shootings last spring, we increased police overtime.  When we saw problems in the 
housing authority, we invested in exterior lights, so that officers would have a clearer 
vision of what was going on.  We’ve invested in new technologies – from GPS tracking 
of gunshots, to equipping officers with sophisticated smartphones – to help police do 
their jobs while staying safer in the process.
 
That’s what public safety is all about – policing that protects our neighbors from 
violence; policing that protects our civil rights; policing that protects our officers from 
the dangerous world they courageously face each day.  We’re safer when we work 



together – and we’re seeing the results – results that matter in each of our lives, every 
day.
 
And we will not let the events of the last weeks throw us off that course.
 
It's been a very difficult time -- there’s no denying that.   The death of Eric Garner was 
a tragic loss.  As was the death of Michael Brown.  And the assassination of Detectives 
Liu and Ramos was an attack on all that's good about New York.  It was an attack on 
law enforcement, on our city, and on our society itself. 
 
When our hearts are filled with grief…with anger…with confusion and frustration…we 
must remember Dr. King’s legacy – turning towards each other rather than turning on 
each other.  Because that is what a family does.
 
My grandparents came to this city from Southern Italy 100 years ago.  They left their 
home and came here for a reason.  To them – and to countless others – New York was a 
bright beacon of boundless opportunity.  A place where what mattered was how hard 
you were willing to work and how big you were able to dream -- not where you were 
born, the cadence of your voice, or the size of your pocketbook. 
 
That's the city – and the sacred promise – that the men and women of the NYPD are 
entrusted with protecting.  And that’s the city the people in every community across 
New York yearn to live in.
 
It’s the promise that we’re fighting to realize for every New Yorker – not just by 
protecting their physical safety, but by addressing their economic insecurity – from 
Pre-K and after-school, to paid sick leave and living wage…to job creation, 
environmental protection, and the boldest affordable housing initiative our city has 
ever undertaken.
 
We will embrace the change we need, and in the process, witness a new dawn -- not 
through vitriolic words, or vicious scapegoating, or violent protest – but through 
conversation and collaboration and a commitment to safety and justice and economic 
opportunity for every New Yorker.
 
That’s the legacy of Dr. King.  It’s what I resolve to do each and every day that I’m 
privileged to serve as your mayor.  And it’s a mission that we will achieve – slowly, 
deliberately, with passion and resolve – as ONE New York family – working together.
 
Thank you very much.
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks all. And just a note that there are 2 new important studies out from U of Chicago and Penn 
providing evidence based research and numbers of the benefits of summer jobs and skills building 
for youth in terms of crime reduction and economic cost savings...
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Got it -tx

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 2:29 PM
To: "Fialkoff, Gabrielle" <GFialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Center for Youth Employment Support

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

I propose to announce the Mayor’s Fund led initiative “ The Center for Youth Employment Support” 
in the SOTC.  The center will be a public private partnership to focus on getting our kids ready for 
college and jobs.  I have met with all the DM’s and will be presenting this to the Mayor on Friday.  
This will be the main thrust of the work of the Mayor’s Fund in 2015.  Please see attached memo in 
draft form.
 



THX G
 
Gabrielle Fialkoff
Senior Advisor to the Mayor
Director of the Office of Strategic Partnerships
212-341-5084
gfialkoff@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Will reach out to his office.

Thanks!!

From: Bill de Blasio <
Reply-To: BdB <
Date: Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 2:22 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Gov. Malloy pushing Connecticut’s story nationally

Excellent. And Malloy was very energetic in the days after his election about getting together and planning 
some common efforts on progressive issues. Let's engage him asap. Michael, let's look to do either a 
double date with him or just him and me having dinner on one of the upcoming friday or saturday nights. 
Nyc ideal, but I/we don't mind going to Stamford where he lives

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sun, 18 Jan 2015 18:00:19 +0000
To: Bill de Blasio<
Subject: Gov. Malloy pushing Connecticut’s story nationally

Wasserman Schultz, who was in Connecticut to campaign for 
Malloy in October, said Malloy first caught her attention in 2012 
for how he handled the aftermath of the Newtown school 
shooting. She said she was also impressed Malloy stuck by his 
political agenda for the state.

“It just demonstrated that if you are strong and unwavering in 
your commitment to progressive and Democratic ideas … you’re 
going to be rewarded for it,” she said.





Wasserman Schultz, who was in Connecticut to campaign for 
Malloy in October, said Malloy first caught her attention in 2012 
for how he handled the aftermath of the Newtown school 
shooting. She said she was also impressed Malloy stuck by his 
political agenda for the state.

“It just demonstrated that if you are strong and unwavering in 
your commitment to progressive and Democratic ideas … you’re 
going to be rewarded for it,” she said.



Copyright 2015 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material 
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Here is an attempt to sort of break into two speeches… Now 40% less material in each… Some of the 
language is the same, but BAM is a little more on cop safety & NAN is a little more personal…

MLK DAY REMARKS
Brooklyn Academy of Music
1/18/15 DRAFT
 
 
Thank you, XXX, for that introduction.
 
We gather to commemorate and honor Dr. King during a challenging moment in our 
city – a time of shared grief…of unthinkable tragedy…but also a time of undeniable 
progress…and of great resolve.
 
Today, you’ve heard so many of the powerful words of Dr. King – calls for justice…for 
healing…for people to come together and let ourselves be guided not by hate, but by 
love.
 
At this moment, we remember that New York City is ONE family – a family that will 
come together in common cause – dedicated to building bridges of understanding that 
can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us apart.
 
As Mayor, I’ve sat with the families of Detective Liu and Detective Ramos, and the 
family of Staten Islander Eric Garner. 
 
While the circumstances of these tragedies were different, the shock and grief and 
heartbreaking sense of loss expressed by their families were very much the same. 
 
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw emotion that 
we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in different ways – some 
constructive, some destructive.
 
Over the past weeks and months, so many New Yorkers took to the streets to have 
their voices heard…joining together in a call for change.  We recognize peaceful 
protests as a legitimate way for people in a democracy to make their voices heard -- 
and we honor that right. 



 
But we also know that the veil of free expression will NEVER excuse the behavior of 
those who say reprehensible things -- such as those who call for violence against our 
police.   Spewing hatred towards those we entrust to protect us – spewing hatred 
toward ANYONE -- only undermines the cause of peaceful protesters who want 
reforms to continue. 
 
As Dr. King said: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”
 
We need less shouting, and more constructive dialogue.  We need to march forward 
together – making our city work for every neighborhood…every borough…every child.
 
Now, at the start of 2014, we set out to do what some said was impossible – to change 
policies that were creating a divide between police and the communities they serve…at 
the same time we worked to make EVERY New Yorker safer.
 
And to that end, we’ve made great progress.  Last year, the men and women of our 
police force brought crime to a record low.  Homicides…a record low.  Robberies…a 
record low.  A nearly 5 percent reduction in crime from even last year’s historic low.
 
At the same time, we’ve begun to reform the WAY we police – ending the overuse of 
stop-and-frisk -- from nearly 700,000 stops a few years ago, to less than 50,000 in 
2014.  And of the stops that WERE made, twice as many led to actual arrests.
 
Some had suggested those two priorities were in conflict.  Some offered the people of 
this city a false choice: that we had to choose between lower crime and more respectful 
policing.  They have been proven wrong, and that is something that we – as one New 
York family – celebrate.
 
Because, at the end of the day, we all want the same thing.  We want our police officers 
to target the guns and gangs and illegal drugs.  We want them to protect our children 
from violence, and our streets from disorder.  We want officers to respect the innocent, 
and we want our neighbors to respect the police.  We want an end to tragedies that 
stem from hostile contacts between police and unarmed New Yorkers.  We want our 
police officers to be protected from anyone who would seek to do them harm.
  
That’s why we have done so much to protect our police.  When we saw an increase in 
shootings last spring, we increased police overtime.  When we saw problems in the 
housing authority, we invested in exterior lights, so that officers would have a clearer 
vision of what was going on.  We’ve invested in new technologies – from GPS tracking 
of gunshots, to equipping officers with sophisticated smartphones – to help police do 
their jobs while staying safer in the process.



 
That’s what public safety is all about – policing that protects our neighbors from 
violence; policing that protects our civil rights; policing that protects our officers from 
the dangerous world they courageously face each day.  We’re safer when we work 
together – and we’re seeing the results – results that matter in each of our lives, every 
day.
 
And we will not let the events of the last weeks throw us off that course.
 
When our hearts are filled with grief…with anger…with confusion and frustration…we 
must remember Dr. King’s legacy – turning towards each other rather than turning on 
each other.  Because that is what a family does.
 
My grandparents came to this city from Southern Italy 100 years ago.  They left their 
home and came here for a reason.  To them – and to countless others – New York was a 
bright beacon of boundless opportunity.  A place where what mattered was how hard 
you were willing to work and how big you were able to dream -- not where you were 
born, the cadence of your voice, or the size of your pocketbook. 
  
We will embrace the change we need, and in the process, witness a new dawn -- not 
through vitriolic words, or vicious scapegoating, or violent protest – but through 
conversation and collaboration and a commitment to safety and justice and economic 
opportunity for every New Yorker.
 
That’s the legacy of Dr. King.  It’s what I resolve to do each and every day that I’m 
privileged to serve as your mayor.  And it’s a mission that we will achieve – slowly, 
deliberately, with passion and resolve – as ONE New York family – working together.
 
Thank you very much.
 

——
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Thank you, XXX, for that introduction.
 
We gather to commemorate and honor Dr. King during a challenging moment in our 
city – a time of shared grief…of unthinkable tragedy…but also a time of undeniable 
progress…and of great resolve.



 
Today, you’ve heard so many of the powerful words of Dr. King – calls for justice…for 
healing…for people to come together and let ourselves be guided not by hate, but by 
love.
 
At this moment, we remember that New York City is ONE family – a family that will 
come together in common cause – dedicated to building bridges of understanding that 
can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us apart.
 
As Mayor, I’ve sat with the families of Detective Liu and Detective Ramos, and the 
family of Staten Islander Eric Garner. 
 
While the circumstances of these tragedies were different, the shock and grief and 
heartbreaking sense of loss expressed by their families were very much the same. 
 
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw emotion that 
we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in different ways – some 
constructive, some destructive.
 
We recognize peaceful protests as a legitimate way for people in a democracy to make 
their voices heard -- and we honor that right. 
 
But we also know that the veil of free expression will NEVER excuse the behavior of 
those who say reprehensible things -- such as those who call for violence against our 
police.   Spewing hatred towards those we entrust to protect us – spewing hatred 
toward ANYONE -- only undermines the cause of peaceful protesters who want 
reforms to continue. 
 
As Dr. King said: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”
 
We need less shouting, and more constructive dialogue.  We need to march forward 
together – making our city work for every neighborhood…every borough…every child.  
And we’ve begun that march.
 
At the start of 2014, we set out to do what some said was impossible – to change 
policies that were creating a divide between police and the communities they serve…at 
the same time we worked to make EVERY New Yorker safer.
 
And to that end, we’ve made great progress.  Last year, the men and women of our 
police force brought crime to a record low.  Homicides…a record low.  Robberies…a 
record low.  A nearly 5 percent reduction in crime from even last year’s historic low.
 



At the same time, we’ve begun to reform the WAY we police – ending the overuse of 
stop-and-frisk -- from nearly 700,000 stops a few years ago, to less than 50,000 in 
2014.  And of the stops that WERE made, twice as many led to actual arrests.
 
Some had suggested those two priorities were in conflict.  Some offered the people of 
this city a false choice: that we had to choose between lower crime and more respectful 
policing.  They have been proven wrong, and that is something that we – as one New 
York family – celebrate.
 
Because, at the end of the day, we all want the same thing.  We want our police officers 
to target the guns and gangs and illegal drugs.  We want them to protect our children 
from violence, and our streets from disorder.  We want officers to respect the innocent, 
and we want our neighbors to respect the police.  We want an end to tragedies that 
stem from hostile contacts between police and unarmed New Yorkers.  We want our 
police officers to be protected from anyone who would seek to do them harm.
 
I feel deeply about these issues both as a father…and as a son.
 
I want my kids to be able to walk in streets made safe by strong, effective policing. I 
want my kids – and ALL of our kids – to be judged not by the color of their skin, but by 
the content of their character.
 
I want those who protect our safety to be honored, respected, and recognized for the 
dangerous job they do.
 
My father wasn’t a police officer, but he served in uniform, defending his country in 
the US Army during World War II.  He came back from the Pacific missing half of one 
of his legs.
 
I admired him so much because he put everything on the line to protect our freedom.  
And I saw the price he paid for that service.
 
That is one reason I have such profound respect for the men and women of the NYPD -
- for the sacrifices they make, the risks they take every day, the price they pay in the 
name of protecting our city.   One needs to look no further than the horrific events in 
Paris to understand the incredibly dangerous world that our officers face each day.
 
 
We’re safer when we work together – and we’re seeing the results – results that matter 
in each of our lives, every day.
 
And we will not let the events of the last weeks throw us off that course.
 



When our hearts are filled with grief…with anger…with confusion and frustration…we 
must remember Dr. King’s legacy – turning towards each other rather than turning on 
each other.  Because that is what a family does.
  
We will embrace the change we need, and in the process, witness a new dawn -- not 
through vitriolic words, or vicious scapegoating, or violent protest – but through 
conversation and collaboration and a commitment to safety and justice and economic 
opportunity for every New Yorker.
 
That’s the legacy of Dr. King.  It’s what I resolve to do each and every day that I’m 
privileged to serve as your mayor.  And it’s a mission that we will achieve – slowly, 
deliberately, with passion and resolve – as ONE New York family – working together.
 
Thank you very much.
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Thank you, XXX, for that introduction. 
  
We gather to commemorate and honor Dr. King during a challenging moment in our 
city – a time of shared grief…of unthinkable tragedy…but also a time of undeniable 
progress…and of great resolve. 
  
Today, you’ve heard so many of the powerful words of Dr. King – calls for 
justice…for healing…for people to come together and let ourselves be guided not by 
hate, but by love. 
  
At this moment, we remember that New York City is ONE family – a family that will 
come together in common cause – dedicated to building bridges of understanding 
that can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us apart. 
 
As Mayor, I’ve sat with the families of Detective Liu and Detective Ramos, and the 
family of Staten Islander Eric Garner.  
  
While the circumstances of these tragedies were different, the shock and grief and 
heartbreaking sense of loss expressed by their families were very much the same.  
  
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw emotion that 
we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in different ways – some 
constructive, some destructive.  
  
Over the past weeks and months, so many New Yorkers took to the streets to have 
their voices heard…joining together in a call for change.  We recognize peaceful 
protests as a legitimate way for people in a democracy to make their voices heard -- 
and we honor that right.   
 
But we also know that the veil of free expression will NEVER excuse the behavior of 
those who say reprehensible things -- such as those who call for violence against our 
police.   Spewing hatred towards those we entrust to protect us – spewing hatred 
toward ANYONE -- only undermines the cause of peaceful protesters who want 
reforms to continue.  
 
As Dr. King said: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” 
  
We need less shouting, and more constructive dialogue.  We need to march forward 
together – making our city work for every neighborhood…every borough…every 
child. 



  
Now, at the start of 2014, we set out to do what some said was impossible – to 
change policies that were creating a divide between police and the communities 
they serve…at the same time we worked to make EVERY New Yorker safer. 
  
And to that end, we’ve made great progress.  Last year, the men and women of our 
police force brought crime to a record low.  Homicides…a record low.  Robberies…a 
record low.  A nearly 5 percent reduction in crime from even last year’s historic low. 
  
At the same time, we’ve begun to reform the WAY we police – ending the overuse of 
stop-and-frisk -- from nearly 700,000 stops a few years ago, to less than 50,000 in 
2014.  And of the stops that WERE made, twice as many led to actual arrests. 
  
Some had suggested those two priorities were in conflict.  Some offered the people 
of this city a false choice: that we had to choose between lower crime and more 
respectful policing.  They have been proven wrong, and that is something that we – 
as one New York family – celebrate. 
  
Because, at the end of the day, we all want the same thing.  We want our police 
officers to target the guns and gangs and illegal drugs.  We want them to protect our 
children from violence, and our streets from disorder.  We want officers to respect 
the innocent, and we want our neighbors to respect the police.  We want an end to 
tragedies that stem from hostile contacts between police and unarmed New Yorkers.  
We want our police officers to be protected from anyone who would seek to do 
them harm. 
   
That’s why we have done so much to protect our police.  When we saw an increase 
in shootings last spring, we increased police overtime.  When we saw problems in 
the housing authority, we invested in exterior lights, so that officers would have a 
clearer vision of what was going on.  We’ve invested in new technologies – from GPS 
tracking of gunshots, to equipping officers with sophisticated smartphones – to help 
police do their jobs while staying safer in the process. 
  
That’s what public safety is all about – policing that protects our neighbors from 
violence; policing that protects our civil rights; policing that protects our officers 
from the dangerous world they courageously face each day.  We’re safer when we 
work together – and we’re seeing the results – results that matter in each of our 
lives, every day. 
  
And we will not let the events of the last weeks throw us off that course. 
  
When our hearts are filled with grief…with anger…with confusion and 
frustration…we must remember Dr. King’s legacy – turning towards each other 
rather than turning on each other.  Because that is what a family does. 
  
My grandparents came to this city from Southern Italy 100 years ago.  They left their 



home and came here for a reason.  To them – and to countless others – New York 
was a bright beacon of boundless opportunity.  A place where what mattered was 
how hard you were willing to work and how big you were able to dream -- not 
where you were born, the cadence of your voice, or the size of your pocketbook.  
   
We will embrace the change we need, and in the process, witness a new dawn -- not 
through vitriolic words, or vicious scapegoating, or violent protest – but through 
conversation and collaboration and a commitment to safety and justice and 
economic opportunity for every New Yorker. 
  
That’s the legacy of Dr. King.  It’s what I resolve to do each and every day that I’m 
privileged to serve as your mayor.  And it’s a mission that we will achieve – slowly, 
deliberately, with passion and resolve – as ONE New York family – working 
together. 
  
Thank you very much. 
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Thank you, XXX, for that introduction. 
  
We gather to commemorate and honor Dr. King during a challenging moment in our 
city – a time of shared grief…of unthinkable tragedy…but also a time of undeniable 
progress…and of great resolve. 
  
Today, you’ve heard so many of the powerful words of Dr. King – calls for 
justice…for healing…for people to come together and let ourselves be guided not by 
hate, but by love. 
  
At this moment, we remember that New York City is ONE family – a family that will 
come together in common cause – dedicated to building bridges of understanding 
that can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us apart. 
 
As Mayor, I’ve sat with the families of Detective Liu and Detective Ramos, and the 
family of Staten Islander Eric Garner.  
  
While the circumstances of these tragedies were different, the shock and grief and 
heartbreaking sense of loss expressed by their families were very much the same.  
  
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw emotion that 
we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in different ways – some 
constructive, some destructive.  
  
We recognize peaceful protests as a legitimate way for people in a democracy to 
make their voices heard -- and we honor that right.   
 
But we also know that the veil of free expression will NEVER excuse the behavior of 
those who say reprehensible things -- such as those who call for violence against our 
police.   Spewing hatred towards those we entrust to protect us – spewing hatred 
toward ANYONE -- only undermines the cause of peaceful protesters who want 
reforms to continue.  
 
As Dr. King said: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” 
  
We need less shouting, and more constructive dialogue.  We need to march forward 
together – making our city work for every neighborhood…every borough…every 
child.  And we’ve begun that march. 
  
At the start of 2014, we set out to do what some said was impossible – to change 



policies that were creating a divide between police and the communities they 
serve…at the same time we worked to make EVERY New Yorker safer. 
  
And to that end, we’ve made great progress.  Last year, the men and women of our 
police force brought crime to a record low.  Homicides…a record low.  Robberies…a 
record low.  A nearly 5 percent reduction in crime from even last year’s historic low. 
  
At the same time, we’ve begun to reform the WAY we police – ending the overuse of 
stop-and-frisk -- from nearly 700,000 stops a few years ago, to less than 50,000 in 
2014.  And of the stops that WERE made, twice as many led to actual arrests. 
  
Some had suggested those two priorities were in conflict.  Some offered the people 
of this city a false choice: that we had to choose between lower crime and more 
respectful policing.  They have been proven wrong, and that is something that we – 
as one New York family – celebrate. 
  
Because, at the end of the day, we all want the same thing.  We want our police 
officers to target the guns and gangs and illegal drugs.  We want them to protect our 
children from violence, and our streets from disorder.  We want officers to respect 
the innocent, and we want our neighbors to respect the police.  We want an end to 
tragedies that stem from hostile contacts between police and unarmed New Yorkers.  
We want our police officers to be protected from anyone who would seek to do 
them harm. 
 
I feel deeply about these issues both as a father…and as a son. 
 
I want my kids to be able to walk in streets made safe by strong, effective policing. I 
want my kids – and ALL of our kids – to be judged not by the color of their skin, but 
by the content of their character. 
 
I want those who protect our safety to be honored, respected, and recognized for the 
dangerous job they do. 
  
My father wasn’t a police officer, but he served in uniform, defending his country in 
the US Army during World War II.  He came back from the Pacific missing half of one 
of his legs. 
  
I admired him so much because he put everything on the line to protect our 
freedom.  And I saw the price he paid for that service. 
  
That is one reason I have such profound respect for the men and women of the 
NYPD -- for the sacrifices they make, the risks they take every day, the price they 
pay in the name of protecting our city.   One needs to look no further than the 
horrific events in Paris to understand the incredibly dangerous world that our 
officers face each day. 
  



  
We’re safer when we work together – and we’re seeing the results – results that 
matter in each of our lives, every day. 
  
And we will not let the events of the last weeks throw us off that course. 
  
When our hearts are filled with grief…with anger…with confusion and 
frustration…we must remember Dr. King’s legacy – turning towards each other 
rather than turning on each other.  Because that is what a family does. 
   
We will embrace the change we need, and in the process, witness a new dawn -- not 
through vitriolic words, or vicious scapegoating, or violent protest – but through 
conversation and collaboration and a commitment to safety and justice and 
economic opportunity for every New Yorker. 
  
That’s the legacy of Dr. King.  It’s what I resolve to do each and every day that I’m 
privileged to serve as your mayor.  And it’s a mission that we will achieve – slowly, 
deliberately, with passion and resolve – as ONE New York family – working 
together. 
  
Thank you very much. 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cool
Thanks.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 10:21 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: First cut at MLK remarks

2014 - it’s talking about last year - and how we succeeded in bringing crime down

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 9:41 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: First cut at MLK remarks

Should this paragraph say 2015 or stay as 2014

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Now, at the start of 2014, we 
set out to do what some said was impossible – to 
change policies that were creating a divide between 
police and the communities they serve…at the same 
time we worked to make EVERY New Yorker safer.

 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 9:17 PM
To: P RAGONE <
Cc: "PhilWalzak  <  Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: First cut at MLK remarks

Gracias… MBDB dug the remarks, but said they were too long for both events - recommended that we 
sorta try to make it two speeches…. I reduced each one by 40 percent… Here’s what I’ve got

From: Peter Ragone <
Date: Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 8:57 PM



To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Phillip Walzak <  "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jon 
Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: First cut at MLK remarks

This is good. Well done

This is a personal email account. If this communication is related to official business please email me at 
pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov.

On Jan 18, 2015, at 10:56 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Here’s where we are right now… Boss has this draft - but knows we’re still working on it
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Thank you, XXX, for that introduction.
 
We gather to commemorate and honor Dr. King during a challenging 
moment in our city – a time of shared grief…of unthinkable tragedy…but 
also a time of undeniable progress…and of great resolve.
 
Today, you’ve heard so many of the powerful words of Dr. King – calls for 
justice…for healing…for people to come together and let ourselves be 
guided not by hate, but by love.
 
At this moment, we remember that New York City is ONE family – a family 
that will come together in common cause – dedicated to building bridges of 
understanding that can and must prevent future tragedies from tearing us 
apart.
 
As Mayor, I’ve sat with the families of Detective Liu and Detective Ramos, 
and the family of Staten Islander Eric Garner. 
 
While the circumstances of these tragedies were different, the shock and 
grief and heartbreaking sense of loss expressed by their families were very 
much the same. 
 
We are a city that mourns the loss of life.  A city that expresses the raw 
emotion that we feel – the anger, the sadness, the sense of injustice – in 
different ways – some constructive, some destructive.



 
The tensions seen before and after the terrible bloodshed in Brooklyn are 
tremors along a deep historic divide between law enforcement and 
communities of color.  We would be remiss to deny it, and reckless to let it 
go unaddressed.
 
That’s why so many New Yorkers took to the streets to have their voices 
heard…joining together in a call for change.  We recognize peaceful protests 
as a legitimate way for people in a democracy to make their voices heard -- 
and we honor that right. 
 
But we also know that the veil of free expression will NEVER excuse the 
behavior of those who say reprehensible things -- such as those who call for 
violence against our police.   Spewing hatred towards those we entrust to 
protect us – spewing hatred toward ANYONE -- only undermines the cause 
of peaceful protesters who want reforms to continue. 
 
As Dr. King said: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”
 
We need less shouting, and more constructive dialogue.  We need to march 
forward together – making our city work for every neighborhood…every 
borough…every child.
 
Now, at the start of 2014, we set out to do what some said was impossible 
– to change policies that were creating a divide between police and the 
communities they serve…at the same time we worked to make EVERY New 
Yorker safer.
 
And to that end, we’ve made great progress.  Last year, the men and women 
of our police force brought crime to a record low.  Homicides…a record low.  
Robberies…a record low.  A nearly 5 percent reduction in crime from even 
last year’s historic low.
 
At the same time, we’ve begun to reform the WAY we police – ending the 
overuse of stop-and-frisk -- from nearly 700,000 stops a few years ago, to 
less than 50,000 in 2014.  And of the stops that WERE made, twice as many 
led to actual arrests.
 
Some had suggested those two priorities were in conflict.  Some offered the 
people of this city a false choice: that we had to choose between lower 
crime and more respectful policing.  They have been proven wrong, and 
that is something that we – as one New York family – celebrate.



 
We proved the naysayers wrong because we knew the truth – that building 
a better relationship between police and those they serve makes both our 
people AND our police safer.  It allows officers to get better information 
from neighbors on the real sources of crime.  It frees our officers from the 
burden of making unnecessary stops just to meet a quota.  It leads to 
policing that both protects AND respects.
 
Because, at the end of the day, we all want the same thing.  We want our 
police officers to target the guns and gangs and illegal drugs.  We want 
them to protect our children from violence, and our streets from disorder.  
We want officers to respect the innocent, and we want our neighbors to 
respect the police.  We want an end to tragedies that stem from hostile 
contacts between police and unarmed New Yorkers.  We want our police 
officers to be protected from anyone who would seek to do them harm.
 
I feel deeply about these issues both as a father…and as a son.
 
I want my kids to be able to walk in streets made safe by strong, effective 
policing. I want my kids – and ALL of our kids – to be judged not by the 
color of their skin, but by the content of their character.
 
I want those who protect our safety to be honored, respected, and 
recognized for the dangerous job they do.
 
My father wasn’t a police officer, but he served in uniform, defending his 
country in the US Army during World War II.  He came back from the 
Pacific missing half of one of his legs.
 
I admired him so much because he put everything on the line to protect our 
freedom.  And I saw the price he paid for that service.
 
That is one reason I have such profound respect for the men and women of 
the NYPD -- for the sacrifices they make, the risks they take every day, the 
price they pay in the name of protecting our city.   One need look no further 
than the horrific events in Paris to understand the incredibly dangerous 
world our officers face each day.
 
That’s why we have done so much to protect our police.  When we saw an 
increase in shootings last spring, we increased police overtime.  When we 
saw problems in the housing authority, we invested in exterior lights, so 
that officers would have a clearer vision of what was going on.  We’ve 
invested in new technologies – from GPS tracking of gunshots, to equipping 



officers with sophisticated smartphones – to help police do their jobs while 
staying safer in the process.
 
That’s what public safety is all about – policing that protects our neighbors 
from violence; policing that protects our civil rights; policing that protects 
our officers from the dangerous world they courageously face each day.  
We’re safer when we work together – and we’re seeing the results – results 
that matter in each of our lives, every day.
 
And we will not let the events of the last weeks throw us off that course.
 
It's been a very difficult time -- there’s no denying that.   The death of Eric 
Garner was a tragic loss.  As was the death of Michael Brown.  And the 
assassination of Detectives Liu and Ramos was an attack on all that's good 
about New York.  It was an attack on law enforcement, on our city, and on 
our society itself. 
 
When our hearts are filled with grief…with anger…with confusion and 
frustration…we must remember Dr. King’s legacy – turning towards each 
other rather than turning on each other.  Because that is what a family 
does.
 
My grandparents came to this city from Southern Italy 100 years ago.  They 
left their home and came here for a reason.  To them – and to countless 
others – New York was a bright beacon of boundless opportunity.  A place 
where what mattered was how hard you were willing to work and how big 
you were able to dream -- not where you were born, the cadence of your 
voice, or the size of your pocketbook. 
 
That's the city – and the sacred promise – that the men and women of the 
NYPD are entrusted with protecting.  And that’s the city the people in every 
community across New York yearn to live in.
 
It’s the promise that we’re fighting to realize for every New Yorker – not 
just by protecting their physical safety, but by addressing their economic 
insecurity – from Pre-K and after-school, to paid sick leave and living 
wage…to job creation, environmental protection, and the boldest affordable 
housing initiative our city has ever undertaken.
 
We will embrace the change we need, and in the process, witness a new 
dawn -- not through vitriolic words, or vicious scapegoating, or violent 
protest – but through conversation and collaboration and a commitment to 
safety and justice and economic opportunity for every New Yorker.



 
That’s the legacy of Dr. King.  It’s what I resolve to do each and every day 
that I’m privileged to serve as your mayor.  And it’s a mission that we will 
achieve – slowly, deliberately, with passion and resolve – as ONE New York 
family – working together.
 
Thank you very much.
 

From: Phillip Walzak <
Date: Sunday, January 18, 2015 at 11:50 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Peter Ragone <  "Carey, Michael" 
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: First cut at MLK remarks

i think this is pretty good
made some edits, below - red are adds or changes; italics are sections i think we can cut out 
or down significantly
have some strikethroughs here and there

i also think we should invoke Dr King 1-2 more times in this, to tie it up nicely

others shold have a look, i think the boss shoujld see this before the game

thanks

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Over the past weeks, there has been a lot of noise and conjecture, but I want to 
make one thing absolutely clear: I have a profound respect for the men and 
women of the NYPD, for the sacrifices they make, the risks they take every day, 
the price they pay in the name of protecting our city.
 
Even before tragedy struck the department, I heard firsthand from so many 
inside the NYPD about the challenges that our officers face in a complicated 
world.  One need look no further than the horrific events in Paris to understand 
the gravity of the challenges that police officers face each day.
 
So what are we doing to support the men and women of the NYPD?
 
To start, we made critical investments to support the everyday efforts of our 
officers.  When we saw an increase in shootings last spring, we increased police 
overtime. When we saw problems in the housing authority, we invested in 
exterior lights so that officers would have a clearer vision of what was going on.
We’ve invested in new technologies – from GPS tracking of gunshots, to 
equipping officers with sophisticated smartphones – to help police do their jobs 



while staying safer in the process.
 

 

 

 

 
Now, some have suggested that the way the city handled police reform protests 
was the source of the challenges we face today.  That’s an understandable 
assertion, but one that is fundamentally wrong. 
 
The tensions seen before and after the terrible bloodshed in Brooklyn are tremors 
along a deep historic riff of distrust between law enforcement and communities 
of color.  We would be remiss to deny it, and reckless to let it go unaddressed.
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From:
Date:
To:
Subject: PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2015

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY,
JANUARY 20, 2015

All times local:

On Monday night, Mayor Bill de Blasio will depart New York City for Paris,
where on Tuesday he will attend a series of events with French officials and
Jewish community leaders to honor and commemorate the victims of the terror
attacks that occurred there earlier this month.

The Mayor will stand in solidarity with our friends in Paris and across France to
send the clear message that together we will fight terrorism and anti-Semitism at
every turn, and that crude attempts to intimidate free expression will not
succeed.



The Mayor will return to New York City Tuesday night. A schedule of events
appears below.

Press Schedule

10:00 AM - Lay Wreath at Hyper Casher with Deputy Mayor Klugman

10:30 AM - Meeting with Leaders of the Jewish Community with Deputy
Mayor Klugman
(Closed press.)

11:30 AM - Meeting with Mayor Hidalgo at Parisian City Council Assembly
Room
(This meeting will be closed press. There may be a photo spray opportunity.)

12:15 PM - Lay Wreath at Charlie Hebdo with Mayor Hidalgo

12:25 PM - Lay Wreath where Police Officer Ahmed Merbat was Shot and
Killed

12:45 PM - Press Statement and Availability with Mayor Hidalgo at Place
de la République

2:30 PM - Drop By “Le Cent Quatre” - a cultural center representative of
the diversity of Paris
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Excellent! Thanks
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Subject

What are you seeing? What's working?

From
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To
Subject

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 10:13 AM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, BDB Official
<BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Morning TV News – Tuesday, January 20, 2015

It's really really really awesome.



From
Sent
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Cc
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See all TV leads. Great move for a city and a mayor hidalgo who is a friend. And great
TV stories. Great message for our constituencies...

From
Sent
Subject

Morning TV News – Tuesday, January 20, 2015

Leading Stories

5:00 am –

6:00 am –

Mayor de Blasio in Broadcast:

Mayor de Blasio in Paris to Show Support and Meet with Jewish
Community Leaders



Anchor Darlene Rodriguez: “Michael
it was a surprise sort of visit because it really was only announced a very short



while before he actually departed.” Anchor Michael Garguilo: “Right, and
there’s many things that he’s going to be doing this morning. And it really shows
the significance and the solidarity of two cities that have faced terror related
challenges -- both Paris and of course New York. And we saw a lot of
expressions of sympathy from the people of Paris on 9/11. The mayor, no doubt,
wants to return those expressions of solidarity and sympathy to the people of
Paris as well.” Anchor
Darlene Rodriguez: “With Mayor de Blasio’s visit -- the White House was
sharply criticized, you might remember, for not sending a high-level person --
the president nor the vice president -- to represent the United States when they
had that peaceful march and rally last week. So, this is very significant. Anchor
Michael Garguilo: “I want to also point out the woman you see to the mayor’s
left there -- I believe that is the Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo. Very interesting
woman. She is actually the daughter of Spanish immigrants who came after the
Spanish Civil War in the late 1930s.”] 

Mayor de Blasio Attends NAN Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration



Arrests and Summonses on the Rise Following NYPD Slowdown

The mayor is not mentioned in the following report:

Agency Mentions:



NYPD Officers Buy Replacements For Their Bulletproof Vests

City Council to Name Streets for Fallen Officers

NYPD Officers Save Dog Trapped on Grand Central Parkway

Local News:

Pope Francis Confirms Visit to New York City



City Council to Hear from Tenants on Illegal Rentals Through AirBnB

BAM Hosts City’s Largest Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration

Governor Cuomo To Propose Raising Age For Juvenile Offenders

Investigation into Bomb Threat At JFK Airport



Avonte Oquendo’s Mother Attending State Of The Union Address

Big Weekend Gives Queens Movie Theater New Life

Incidents & Accidents:

Breaking: Ten People Injured in High-Rise Fire in the Bronx

Police Search for Suspect in Possible Bias Attack in Brooklyn



Death of Missing Fort Lee Man Ruled A Homicide

Police Searching for Three Suspects in Bronx Home Invasion

Police Searching for Teenaged Suspect in Crown Heights Robbery Spree
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Phil/Penny/Avi/Michael -- great job!! You have been judged by a jury of your peers and they believe
you really hit a home run here. Well done! Congrats
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It's really really really awesome.
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See all TV leads. Great move for a city and a mayor hidalgo who is a friend. And great TV stories.
Great message for our constituencies...
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Subject

Morning TV News – Tuesday, January 20, 2015

Leading Stories

5:00 am –

6:00 am –



Mayor de Blasio in Broadcast:

Mayor de Blasio in Paris to Show Support and Meet with Jewish Community Leaders



Anchor Darlene Rodriguez:
“Michael it was a surprise sort of visit because it really was only announced a very short
while before he actually departed.” Anchor Michael Garguilo: “Right, and there’s many
things that he’s going to be doing this morning. And it really shows the significance and the
solidarity of two cities that have faced terror related challenges -- both Paris and of course
New York. And we saw a lot of expressions of sympathy from the people of Paris on 9/11. The
mayor, no doubt, wants to return those expressions of solidarity and sympathy to the people
of Paris as well.” Anchor Darlene
Rodriguez: “With Mayor de Blasio’s visit -- the White House was sharply criticized, you
might remember, for not sending a high-level person -- the president nor the vice president --
to represent the United States when they had that peaceful march and rally last week. So, this
is very significant. Anchor Michael Garguilo: “I want to also point out the woman you see to
the mayor’s left there -- I believe that is the Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo. Very interesting
woman. She is actually the daughter of Spanish immigrants who came after the Spanish Civil
War in the late 1930s.”] 



Mayor de Blasio Attends NAN Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration

Arrests and Summonses on the Rise Following NYPD Slowdown

The mayor is not mentioned in the following report:



Agency Mentions:

NYPD Officers Buy Replacements For Their Bulletproof Vests

City Council to Name Streets for Fallen Officers

NYPD Officers Save Dog Trapped on Grand Central Parkway

Local News:

Pope Francis Confirms Visit to New York City



City Council to Hear from Tenants on Illegal Rentals Through AirBnB

BAM Hosts City’s Largest Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration

Governor Cuomo To Propose Raising Age For Juvenile Offenders

Investigation into Bomb Threat At JFK Airport



Avonte Oquendo’s Mother Attending State Of The Union Address

Big Weekend Gives Queens Movie Theater New Life

Incidents & Accidents:

Breaking: Ten People Injured in High-Rise Fire in the Bronx

Police Search for Suspect in Possible Bias Attack in Brooklyn

Death of Missing Fort Lee Man Ruled A Homicide



Police Searching for Three Suspects in Bronx Home Invasion

Police Searching for Teenaged Suspect in Crown Heights Robbery Spree
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An excellent piece. And since it includes the entire quote on Dante from my Staten Island speech, it 
is a reminder that I should have rapid responsed Pat lynch the very same day as his "thrown cops 
under the bus" remarks. There is a large discussion of rapid response and ways we can dominate the 
discussion with our bully pulpit that we need to have as a team, starting at our planning mtg this 
week

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Will Bill de Blasio teach liberals that liberals with a spine win?
DAILY KOS -  Egberto Willies - January 18, 2015

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio is the liberal that all liberals should mimic. He is sticking to the liberal 
values that got him elected by an overwhelming 73 percent of the vote. He refuses to attenuate his stance 
on social justice even as sects within the New York City Police Department are attempting to coerce him 
into doing so. He remains the stiff-spine liberal that takes no crap.

De Blasio clearly was never going to be a hero to NYPD’s rank-and-file leadership. He campaigned in 
support of a more inclusive department and to rein in stop-and-frisk policing. The NYPD leadership could 
not quite frame him as an anti-law-and-order liberal because he broke away and supported certain 
policing methods many liberals were apprehensive about. He did not want to end stop-and-frisk or 
"broken windows" policing outright—he wanted to use those policies as tools when necessary. This meant, 
of course, less racial profiling and much less harassment for the sake of showing police authority.

The NYPD rank-and-file leadership thought they got their moment with de Blasio’s comment after police 
officer Daniel Pantaleo choked Eric Garner to death, which can be read below the fold.

The mayor said the following:

“This is profoundly personal to me. I was at the White House the other day, and the president of the United 
States turned to me, and he met Dante a few months ago, and he said that Dante reminded him of what he 
looked like as a teenager. And he said I know you see this crisis through a very personal lens. And I said to 
him, I did. Because Chirlane and I have had to talk to Dante for years about the dangers that he may face. A 
good young man, law-abiding young man who would never think to do anything wrong. And yet, because 
of a history that still hangs over us, the dangers he may face, we’ve had to literally train him—as families 
have all over this city for decades—in how to take special care in any encounter he has with the police 



officers who are there to protect him.

“And that painful sense of contradiction that our young people see first, that our police are here to protect 
us, and we honor that, and at the same time, there’s a history we have to overcome, because for so many 
of our young people, there’s a fear. And for so many of our families, there’s a fear. So I’ve had to worry 
over the years. Chirlane’s had to worry. Is Dante safe each night? There are so many families in this city 
who feel that each and every night. Is my child safe? And not just from some of the painful realities—crime 
and violence in some of our neighborhoods—but is safe from the very people they want to have faith in as 
their protectors.”

Patrick Lynch, the thuggish president of the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association, used the mayor’s heartfelt 
statement as a faux declaration of war. He tried to spin the mayor’s statement as an attack on New York 
City police officers. The reality is that most Americans and New Yorkers, admittedly or not, know policing 
tends to be race-biased. Lynch was banking on willful ignorance, hoping for subliminal trivialization.

Lynch believed he got the appropriate opening to turn the screws on the mayor when two NYPD officers 
were assassinated in cold blood. He gave a speech where his inner thug emerged as he accused the mayor 
of having blood on his hands and threatened anyone who disagreed with his position.

The mayor did not cower. In a subsequent press conference, de Blasio refused to allow reporters to dictate 
the Lynch-inspired narrative. He appeared on national TV and defended his reasons for demanding change 
in policing even as he showed his support for the NYPD.

Some progressive journalists did what many progressives do when they are unsure of outcomes—they 
cower into criticizing a liberal on a limb. Slate’s Leon Neyfakh wrote a piece, “Bill de Blasio’s Bad Bet,” in 
which he gave so-called law enforcement experts a platform:

“The result of these trends—which are consistent with changes at other big-city police departments around 
the country, including Los Angeles’ and Chicago’s—is that the racial makeup of New York’s police force is 
getting close to that of the city’s overall population. This is progress that promises, at least in theory, to 
improve relations between police and minority communities. But does it also have the potential to make 
police departments more open to criticism from liberal politicians?

The de Blasio administration seems to have thought the answer was yes. But law enforcement experts say 
this is a naive way to think about police culture. The idea that race and ethnicity were going to overpower 
the loyalty that officers feel toward their department and thus translate into good will for the mayor, they 
argue, was nothing more than wishful thinking.

“[De Blasio] figured that the demographics were in his favor because it’s not all white cops anymore, I 
guess,” Joe Giacalone, a NYPD detective sergeant who retired in 2012, told me. “What it comes down to is 
that most cops are ‘blue’ before they’re anything else. That’s what he failed to take into consideration. He 
doesn’t understand the police culture, which is an us vs. them mentality.”

Neyfakh shows a lack of understanding of human behavior in his piece. Adapting to a culture to remain 
employed is much different than being of that culture or accepting of that culture. It is called survival.



De Blasio is playing the long game, betting on what real liberals know. Liberal values are the values most 
yearn for but are coerced away from. If one keeps one's eyes on the ball and disregards the noise from the 
weak-minded, ultimately good values win.

It turns out that the NYPD rank and file is not as homogeneous in their response to de Blasio. Lynch’s 
officers rebelled against him in a recent meeting:

“Lynch’s union, the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association (PBA), is in turmoil, beset by infighting, according to 
interviews with more than 40 police officers and union insiders. His support among the rank-and-file is 
slipping, they said.

On Tuesday, a group of union insiders is set to announce a campaign to unseat him in the upcoming June 
election, several PBA trustees said. Since being elected in 1999, Lynch, who rose to power on a promise of 
term limits and reforming a union riven by corruption, has faced scant opposition.

"Pat Lynch has lost the membership,” said police veteran and union delegate Sean Guzerian. "The bosses 
don’t respect him, and the cops are tired of him. They look at him as a politician, not a police officer."  ...

From there, the unrest grew. Board meetings became more acrimonious, several PBA Trustees said.

“Paddy’s become like a dictator,” said union delegate Robert Andersen. “It’s his way or the highway. And 
that’s the end of it.”

Inasmuch as the “liberal press” has not given de Blasio a break or the benefit of the doubt—except for 
some New York Times editorials that excoriated Lynch and the police unions—a recent Quinnipiac poll has 
been favorable. It showed that a plurality of New Yorkers can see through the fog.

It is refreshing to watch a liberal that does not compromise values. It is refreshing to see a liberal that 
bends only when pragmatism dictates it. Most importantly, de Blasio’s methods must be instructive to 
cowering liberals who would compromise their values, compromises that have been proven failures over 
and over again. The Bill de Blasios of this country must be propped up by us all in the real independent 
media. After all, the "liberal media" and the traditional mainstream media are busy castigating liberals 
while they build up failed policies of everyone else.
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Amen! Let's do that
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I also think this speech is transcendent in its own way. This is a much fuller vision for
tackling income inequality than we've heard from the president before. I think we
should declare the moment. That might actually get noticed and quoted. We should
say this is the clearest roadmap yet from the president for fighting inequality. We
should speak with urgency. And quote the Oxfam report as a clarion call that the
president is offering a real vision in response to
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Sir: please see below an updated version of the SOTU response. This takes into account
your feedback.
We would like to ship this out at the conclusion of the President’s remarks, but will not



move this out without your approval.
 
Many thanks,
Marti
 
 

STATEMENT OF MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO ON PRESIDENT OBAMA’S STATE OF THE
UNION ADDRESS

 
"I commend President Obama for the bold vision he outlined tonight to tackle income
inequality, lift up more hardworking families, and reinvest in the middle class. From
creating a fairer tax code, to making college more affordable and expanding measures
like paid sick leave, the President is committed to doing what it takes to ensure every
American has a fair shot. President Obama's common-sense proposals will help rebuild
and strengthen the American economy by focusing on growing the middle class and
preparing more Americans for 21st Century jobs.
 
“Here in New York City, we’ve extended the right to paid sick leave to a million New
Yorkers, raised the living wage and expanded it to thousands more workers, and made
unprecedented investments in education. These are among the many policies that
we’ve put forward over the past year that will help bridge the inequality gap and help
more hardworking New Yorkers get ahead.
 
“It is high time for more cities across the country to follow on this sensible path toward
stronger cities and a stronger middle class. Tonight, I extend my deepest gratitude to
President Obama for re-affirming his focus on working families, and I offer him New
York City’s unflinching support as he implements his middle class agenda nationwide.”

###
 
 
Marti Adams | First Deputy Press Secretary 
Office of Mayor Bill de Blasio | o: (212) 788-9570 | m: (347) 967-7358
twitter: @Marti_Adams
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Well we now gone from zero drafts to multpls drafs because of this screwed process
 
MA – id send him both what I just sent and the below, but lets do it now
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Yes, thanks
Any other edits? PW/JDC/PR please let me know if you have thoughts or additional edits.
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Typo- believe it should say "one nation" 
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Updated once more
 
 
STATEMENT OF MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO ON PRESIDENT OBAMA’S STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
 
"Tonight, President Obama laid out his clearest vision yet for how the United States must tackle the
greatest challenge of our time: income inequality.
 
“In today’s global economy, where the majority of wealth is held by one percent of the world’s
population, we need a champion of the middle class, the working class and the working poor in the
White House more than ever.
 
“As I’ve said before, we can’t wait to address these issues and we must renew calls for the wealthiest
to pay their fair share so that we can all move together as one nation on the path toward greater
prosperity.
 



“I commend the President for doubling down on policies to rebuild and strengthen the American
economy and offer him New York City’s unflinching support as he implements his middle class
agenda nationwide.”
 

###
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Much better.  Not just middle class though.  Also the poor and working class who are working to get
into the middle class.  That's what child care and paid sick and min wage do.  And the call for the
Richie Riches to pony up is important.  

On Jan 20, 2015, at 10:04 PM, Adams, Marti <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Minus BDB. Better? Ref to study in second sentence.
 
 

STATEMENT OF MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO ON PRESIDENT OBAMA’S STATE OF THE
UNION ADDRESS

 
"Tonight, President Obama laid out his clearest vision yet for how the United States
must tackle the greatest challenge of our time: income inequality.
 
“In today’s global economy, where the majority of wealth is held by one percent of the
world’s population, we need a champion of the middle class in the White House more
than ever.
 
“As I’ve said before, we can’t wait to address these issues. Cities must act, and follow
on the path toward stronger cities and a stronger middle class laid out by President
Obama tonight.
 
“I commend the President for doubling down on policies to rebuild and strengthen the
American economy and offer him New York City’s unflinching support as he
implements his middle class agenda nationwide.”
 

###
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Cc:
Subject:
 

I also think this speech is transcendent in its own way. This is a much fuller vision for
tackling income inequality than we've heard from the president before. I think we
should declare the moment. That might actually get noticed and quoted. We should
say this is the clearest roadmap yet from the president for fighting inequality. We
should speak with urgency. And quote the Oxfam report as a clarion call that the
president is offering a real vision in response to

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Sir: please see below an updated version of the SOTU response. This takes into account
your feedback.
We would like to ship this out at the conclusion of the President’s remarks, but will not
move this out without your approval.
 
Many thanks,
Marti
 
 

STATEMENT OF MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO ON PRESIDENT OBAMA’S STATE OF THE
UNION ADDRESS

 
"I commend President Obama for the bold vision he outlined tonight to tackle income
inequality, lift up more hardworking families, and reinvest in the middle class. From
creating a fairer tax code, to making college more affordable and expanding measures
like paid sick leave, the President is committed to doing what it takes to ensure every
American has a fair shot. President Obama's common-sense proposals will help rebuild
and strengthen the American economy by focusing on growing the middle class and
preparing more Americans for 21st Century jobs.
 
“Here in New York City, we’ve extended the right to paid sick leave to a million New
Yorkers, raised the living wage and expanded it to thousands more workers, and made
unprecedented investments in education. These are among the many policies that
we’ve put forward over the past year that will help bridge the inequality gap and help
more hardworking New Yorkers get ahead.
 
“It is high time for more cities across the country to follow on this sensible path toward
stronger cities and a stronger middle class. Tonight, I extend my deepest gratitude to
President Obama for re-affirming his focus on working families, and I offer him New



York City’s unflinching support as he implements his middle class agenda nationwide.”
###

 
 
Marti Adams | First Deputy Press Secretary 
Office of Mayor Bill de Blasio | o: (212) 788-9570 | m: (347) 967-7358
twitter: @Marti_Adams
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STATEMENT OF MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO ON PRESIDENT OBAMA’S STATE OF THE
UNION ADDRESS
 
"Tonight, President Obama laid out his clearest vision yet for how the United States
must tackle the greatest challenge of our time - income inequality – and said what
Americans across the country have known for some time: the time to act and to defeat
this challenge is now.  In today’s global economy, where the majority of wealth is held
by one percent of the world’s population, we need more than ever a champion in the
White House for the middle class, the working class, and those trapped in vice grip of
poverty.   As I’ve said before, we can’t wait to address these issues. We must ensure
the wealthiest pay their fair share so we can move together as one nation toward
greater prosperity.  Cities must act, as we have in New York City on values like paid sick
leave, immigration reforms, universal pre-kindergarten, and better wages, so together
we pursue a path toward stronger cities and greater opportunity laid out by President
Obama tonight.”
 

###
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http://www.wnyc.org/story/one-minute-where-obama-sounded-de-blasio/
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
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From: <John>, Roxanne <RJohn@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 4:11 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Comms meeting tomorrow

Let’s me circle back a little later on change in timing.  Also
does John have time for a quick 1 minute check in around
6.30pm tonight.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



Hi Roxanne,
 
It looks as though the weekly planning meeting has been moved
up to 6:15 tomorrow evening.  Any chance there is another time
tomorrow that might work to do the comms meeting?  Perhaps
we could try for 5:30? Happy to find a time on Friday if helpful.
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 
— 
Liz Hegarty
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To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Amen! Thanks for sending

From
Sent
To
Subject

Getting there...

From
Sent
To
Subject



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hey John-
 
I meant to send some bullets last week in case any of this is helpful for the SOTC. Top lines here, I
think are:
 

To be a 21st Centrury City, we must be innovative and inclusive.
 

1. Innovating – fastest and largest free wi-fi network in the world on the streets of every
borough AND it has enabled us to commit $10M to help get low income New Yorkers
broadband access at home;

2. We’ve gotten broadband to 7 NYCHA computer centers
3. We are investing in opportunities for more women and minority owned firms engaged in

building our city
 
 
There is more in the document that my team pulled together, but just wanted to share a sense of
the bigger points.
 
M



 

 

Improving the City’s MWBE Program 
 

When it comes to closing the inequality gap in this City, one of our powerful tools is the 
City’s Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises Program. 
I’m proud to say this year we elevated the role of this program, are planning further 
investments and are already seeing the results 
First, I appointed the first-ever City-wide MWBE Director, my counsel Maya Wiley, who 
brings a long and distinguished resume as a civil rights lawyer and expert in equity-
based public policies 
Second, next month we will be commissioning a new City-wide study to determine 
where the City may be underutilizing women and minority-owned firms.  The results of 
this study will help us ensure we’re spending tax dollars in a fair manner in all the 
communities that make New York great. 
Third, we invested an additional $8.7 million in technical assistance and other 
improvements to help MWBEs grow through the City’s program. 
The improvements are significant – the City has awarded $690 million in prime and 
subcontracts to certified MWBEs in FY14, a 57% increase from the year before. 

 
Broadband 
  

o LinkNYC:   
o We are bringing free, super high-speed Internet service to neighborhoods across 

the five boroughs.   
o LinkNYC will replace the City’s outdated payphones with the world’s largest and 

fastest public wifi network, with speeds ranging from 100 mbps—twice as fast as 
the average home connection—to 1 gigabit.   

o The project will be deployed at no cost to taxpayers and will generate $500 
million in revenue in the first 12 years, creating resources to support home 
broadband access for New Yorkers who need it.   

o In 2015, $10M in project revenue will support wireless projects in low-income 
communities.   

o Policy Advocacy:  We advocated at the federal and state levels to shape policies related 
to our broadband goals 

o Time Warner/Comcast:   
Raised questions concerning the impact of the merger on low-income 
households, infrastructure deployment and a range of other issues 
important to New Yorkers.   
We brought to light questions about the impact of the merger on small 
business and the City’s growing tech sector. 

o Net Neutrality:   
With colleagues in San Francisco, Portland and Seattle, staked out a 
strong position in favor of re-classification of broadband as a 



 

 

telecommunications service regulated under Title II of the federal 
Communications Act.  
The President ultimately adopted a very similar position. 

o E-Rate:   
Advocated for increase of the E-Rate cap, which was subsequently raised 
by $1.5B. (May decide not to mention E-Rate given other issues) 

o BTF:  
o We convened a Task Force of 15 diverse leaders in the broadband sector.  Task 

Force will inform Administration strategies, with a focus on competition, 
municipal options and removal of barriers to expanding access and increasing 
affordability.  

o  One of its first projects will be launch of a “Call for Innovations,” soliciting ideas 
for bringing affordable, sustainable, high-speed broadband to the New Yorkers 
who need it most. 

o NYCHA PCC:  
o Wired 7*  Public Computer Centers with broadband and upgraded hardware at 

two additional sites. In 2015, will send an additional van providing mobile service 
into the field.   

o (Note: two of initial 7 were wired by DYCD before NYCHA got to them but we can 
still count them since it was done under this Administration. Per NYCHA done by 
1/16/15.)  

o Libraries Mifi Project:   
o We brokered a partnership between the public libraries, Google and a range of 

philanthropic partners that will result in 10,000 personal wifi devices being 
distributed to participants in library afterschool, ESL and technological literacy 
programs.   

o The program will serve as a model for other jurisdictions as well as for federal 
officials. 

  
Gender 

o Supporting and implementing policies that represent huge gains for women in NYC—
pre-k for all, paid sick leave, living wage, prevailing wage. 

o At the UN, the First Lady signed a historic MOU on gender equality in connection with 
the upcoming Beijing +20 conference 

o City’s partnership with UN women will advance shared goals of ending gender-
based violence and promoting gender equality 

o As part of the partnership, the City will participate in public education connected 
to the 20th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (Beijing 
+20), a historic set of commitments agreed upon by representatives from 189 
nations in 1995. 

o The partnership will also create a platform for advancing the City’s goals related 
to reducing violence against women. Notably, the City will share best practices 
for increasing the safety of women and girls and will educate and engage other 
cities on such issues. 



 

 

o This year we will appoint new leadership at the Commission on Women’s Issues, 
renewing the body’s commitment to improving the lives of women and girls across the 
City and launching new strategies for meeting these important goals. 

  
HRC 

o Allie pulling from the release 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hey John-
 
I meant to send some bullets last week in case any of this is helpful for the SOTC. Top
lines here, I think are:
 

To be a 21st Centrury City, we must be innovative and inclusive.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Innovating – fastest and largest free wi-fi
network in the world on the streets of every borough AND it has enabled us to
commit $10M to help get low income New Yorkers broadband access at home;

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->We’ve gotten broadband to 7 NYCHA
computer centers

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->We are investing in opportunities for
more women and minority owned firms engaged in building our city

 
 
There is more in the document that my team pulled together, but just wanted to share
a sense of the bigger points.
 
M



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
When:
Where:

Time updated!
Changing this meeting to after tonight’s planning meeting.
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Subject:
Date:

Best number?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

How is 10.30 for you?
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From: <John>, Roxanne
<RJohn@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 4:11 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Comms meeting tomorrow

Let’s me circle back a little later on change in
timing.  Also does John have time for a quick 1
minute check in around 6.30pm tonight.
 

From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi Roxanne,
 
It looks as though the weekly planning meeting
has been moved up to 6:15 tomorrow evening.
 Any chance there is another time tomorrow that
might work to do the comms meeting?  Perhaps
we could try for 5:30? Happy to find a time on
Friday if helpful.
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 
— 
Liz Hegarty
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To:

Subject:
Date:

All:

This meeting will start closer to 345 PM.

Thanks!!!

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
When:
Where:
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To:

Subject:
Date:

So we are all aware – this meeting is still scheduled to happen at 12:30 PM.  If any changes,
I will let you know.
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Cc:
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Where:
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To:
Subject:
Date:

The most amazing thing about this piece is that they are already messaging against the
campaign manager.  They are literally proving with their first big story that they learned
no lessons from the past. #Philippe

“Here’s the rub: A trio of people with substantial juice will be
above campaign manager Robby Mook — with Podesta, who is
leaving his West Wing post as counselor next month for a short
stay at the Center for American Progress until the campaign
formally launches, serving as chairman; family consigliere
Cheryl Mills serving as a top adviser, regardless of whether she
is on the inside or outside (a possible title: co-chair); and
longtime close aide Huma Abedin, the most important non-
Clinton in her orbit. (When the White House wants to reach
Clinton, Abedin gets the call.) Philippe Reines, one of the longest
serving Hillary whisperers, will be another crucial outside
adviser.”

Inside Hillary Clinton’s
2016 plan

MIKE ALLEN









 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
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From: <Wiley>, "Wiley, Maya" <MWiley@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 26, 2015 at 11:47 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Reisman, Lisette" <LReisman@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Emails

That'll work. Number?

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 26, 2015, at 11:44 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

drat - have an appointment at 3.. Maybe 345?  Or anytime after 345

From: <Wiley>, "Wiley, Maya" <MWiley@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 26, 2015 at 11:43 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Reisman, Lisette" <LReisman@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Emails

Can you do 3?

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 26, 2015, at 10:33 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

How about 2pm today?

From: <Wiley>, "Wiley, Maya" <MWiley@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, January 26, 2015 at 10:00 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Reisman, Lisette" <LReisman@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Emails

Hey John-
 



Hope you’re hunkering down for the storm. Let me know if you have two 
minutes to talk sometime in the next day or two.
 
M
 
Maya Wiley, Esq.
Counsel to the Mayor
Office of the Mayor
The City of New York
(212) 341-5083 (o)
(212) 312-0899 (f)
Assistant: Lisette Reisman
lreisman@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 341-5088 (o)
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This will start closer to 11:45
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Where:
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To:
Subject:
Date:

We are further delayed. Will send a note when everyone should gather.
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To:
Cc:

Subject:

This will start closer to 11:45
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:

Where:
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All:

Heads up that tonight might be moved to a later time.  Keep posted.

Michael Paul Carey

Director of Scheduling and Advance

City Hall
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Attachments:
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STATE OF THE CITY DRAFT 
1/28/15 – 10am 

ESTIMATED LENGTH: 45 minutes – NEED TO CUT 
 
 
Acknowledgements: 
(WILL TIP HAT TO CITY COUNCIL, AMONG OTHERS)  
 
OPEN: 
 
For centuries, New York has been seen around the world as a place of boundless 
possibilities….  where hard work and raw grit are rewarded like nowhere else.  It is 
where, 100 years ago, my grandparents began a new life after leaving the 
familiarities of their home in Southern Italy.  They – like so many others – chose 
THIS place for a reason.   
 
Those of us who call this city home know that reason well.  It’s why we put up with 
crowded subways and noisy streets.  It’s why people who live here LOVE to live 
here.  Our city hums with purpose; it shines with prospects.   
 
Early 20th century novelist Thomas Wolfe put it beautifully: “In New York the 
opportunities for learning, and acquiring a culture that shall not come out of the 
ruins, but belong to life, are probably greater than anywhere else in the world.” 
 
ALT: 
As the writer John Steinbeck put it: “Once you have lived in New York and made it 
your home, no place else is good enough.”  
 
Opportunity, innovation and a spirit of inclusiveness are coded in New York’s DNA.   
 
But the idea that New York is truly a place for everyone – the promise at the 
core of what makes our city so great and special – is at risk. 
 
It’s at risk because the people who LOVE to live here are finding it increasing 
difficult to AFFORD to live here.   
 
SPANISH VIA GOOGLE TRANSLATE  -- NEED TO CHECK 
 
Oportunidad , la innovación y un espíritu de inclusión están codificados en el código 
genético de Nueva York . 
 
Pero la idea de que Nueva York es realmente un lugar para todo el mundo - la 
promesa en el núcleo de lo que hace a nuestra ciudad tan grande y especial - está en 
riesgo. 
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Es en riesgo debido a las personas que les gusta vivir aquí les resulta difícil 
aumentar el lujo de vivir aquí. 
 
You can see it the tired eyes of the single mother in Brighton Beach, working two 
jobs and barely scraping together enough for the most modest of living 
arrangements to share with her kids.   
 
You can see it in the worn hands of the fast food worker in Eastchester, consumed 
with worry as the calendar approaches the first of next month.  
 
You can see it in furrowed brow of the senior living in Bayside, as she sweeps her 
porch to put off thinking about whether she’s saved enough to keep her middle-class 
home, or whether it’s time to discuss her adult son’s offer to have her move in.  
 
When we talk about taking dead aim at the Tale of Two Cities – when we talk about 
our vision for creating One New York, rising together – we’re talking about the very 
PROMISE of New York – a city that offers opportunity not just to the lucky few, but 
to ALL 8.4 million people who call it home.   

 
We’re talking about protecting the very IDEA of a place where anything is possible 
for ANYONE willing to work hard and dream big.   

 
We know where our strength comes from… why we are the global capital of 
opportunity.   We are a city of neighborhoods – five boroughs filled with people 
from every background – with every single one deserving a shot at one thing: living, 
working, and raising children in a safe, thriving city, so that hardworking parents 
are granted the gift that has made our city a shining light for centuries: being able to 
pass the PROMISE of New York on to the NEXT generation.   
 
But today, too many families are getting priced out of their own city.  
 
Nearly half our city living at or near the poverty level, even while we are home to 
more millionaires than Los Angeles, Chicago and Houston combined.  CHECK  

 
One of the major drivers of the growing inequality we face – and one of its most 
intense expressions – is the unaffordability of housing.  

 
The math is cold and straightforward:  

 
If you were making $50,000 in the year 2000, chances are you haven’t seen any real 
increase in your wages since then.  Most New Yorkers haven’t, when you adjust for 
inflation.  But – on average – an apartment that cost you $1,000 a month then likely 
costs more than $1,700 now.  So by staying in the same home, you’ve gone from 
spending less than a quarter of your income on housing -- to about 40%. CHECK 
 
So it’s no wonder that people feel like they are being priced out. 
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Now, let’s be clear: we face big challenges that are not isolated to New York City.  A 
recent analysis by the New York Times found that the American middle class has 
been shrinking for almost half a century, and is 20% smaller today than it was in 
1967.   
 
But we don’t need a study to tell us that this problem is felt more acutely here in 
New York.  We feel it in our own lives… See it on the faces of our neighbors… Even 
those of our kids.   
 
And if we do not act and act boldly, New York risks becoming little more the world’s 
largest gated community.  A sterile, static place where not just PEOPLE – but ideas, 
innovations, and the profound contributions that have always defined our city -- are 
priced out. 
 
New York success stories are rarely fairy tales.  The most powerful achievements 
here have been fueled not by simply charm and luck, but by hard work, vision and 
determination.   
 
Think about the people who have made the most important contributions to our 
city.  How many of them STARTED OUT wealthy?  
 
If unaffordability leads to a New York where struggle with a singular sense of 
purpose cannot yield great success, then we lose a big part of who we are.  
 
So to that end, we have to ask: could Walt Whitman make it here today?  How about 
Patti Smith?  Could Lloyd Blankfein make it from East New York to the helm of 
Goldman Sachs?  Jay-Z -- from the Marcy Houses, to Roc Nation?   
 
What if Joseph Papp – the son of Russian immigrants – had not gotten his shot?  
Would there be a Public Theater? 
 
What about Jonas Salk – also a son of immigrants – hadn’t had his opportunity?  
Would we still be battling the scourge of polio today? 
 
Would Sonya Sotomayor – the daughter of Puerto Rican-born parents – have made it 
from the South Bronx to the Supreme Court? 
 
If we as a city fail to face the affordability crisis that we know today, how many 
stories of THIS generation of young New Yorkers will be denied that triumphant 
ending? 
 
That is why we must reverse the trend of housing unaffordability...  Not just slow the 
growth of the number of our brothers and sisters who are rent-burdened, but start 
driving that number DOWN.  Building more affordable housing…pushing against the 
tide on ever-rising rents…creating new affordable neighborhoods for new 
generations of New Yorkers.  
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How?  
 

By fighting to drive wages UP, and housing and other living expenses DOWN.     
 
By literally building UP: increasing the density of neighborhoods across five 
boroughs to help reduce the burden of unaffordability…. that fear faced by so many 
that their own neighborhoods are becoming too expensive to stay in.   
There’s precious little room on the ground in this city to build the units we need to 
make housing more affordable… but there’s so much space… so much potential to 
get to the heart of what’s driving inequality in our city…. if we’re ALL willing to take 
the simple step of looking up.   
 
In 2014, we took on many efforts to address the affordability crisis – the most 
prominent our successful bid to secure quality, universal, full-day Pre-K, and after-
school programs for every middle-school child – something bold and meaningful, 
and something that so many said we couldn't do. 
 
Our mission for 2015 will be every bit as central to the cause of combatting income 
inequality – fighting to ensure that New Yorkers can afford to live and work and 
STAY in the city they love.   
 
This is our core mission in 2015, and I’m here to discuss – in detail – how we plan to 
achieve a vision of a more affordable New York – building affordable housing UP, 
and building wages UP.   
 
But let us first take just a few moments to reflect on what we accomplished, 
together, this past year.   
 
2014 was a year of bold action and powerful results.  It was also a year that showed 
that a progressive agenda WOULDN’T result in economic calamity as so many cynics 
predicted.  Quite the opposite, last year, New York saw:  
 
* 94,500 jobs added in 2014 – the highest year-to-date growth rate in the past 20 
years. 
 
* 3.5 million private sector jobs – all-time high. 
 
* Unemployment rate down 1% since July – steepest two-month decline since 
reporting began in 1976. 
 
The economic indicators make clear that the state of our city is strong. 
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* Awarded $690 million in prime and subcontracts to certified MWBEs in FY14, a 
57% increase from the year before; 

 
* Spurred job creation by investing in projects like Brooklyn Navy Yard and 
Brooklyn Army Terminal, and the first full-service movie studio to be built on Staten 
Island; 
 
* Established Vision Zero. 
 
* Since the start of this administration, the Department of Transportation has filled 
more than half a million potholes. [More than 493,000 in 2014 and more than 
15,000 so far this year.]  
 
* Built upon PlaNYC with an historic commitment to reducing greenhouse gases in 
the fight against climate change and other preventable disasters.  
 
* Settled expired contracts with over 72% of the city’s labor force -- signing deals 
that were not only fair to the workers that contribute so much to making this city 
function, but also fair to the taxpayers they serve.   
 
* And most important, we kept our people safe – driving crime down to its lowest 
point ever, with the lowest number of homicides ever, and the lowest number of 
robberies ever – all while beginning the process of retraining our police force and 
equipping them with new technology to keep our neighbors safe AND our officers 
safe. 
 
And we are committed to continue that trend, by equipping the NYPD with the most 
sophisticated and high-tech tools available – from shot-spotter sound equipment 
that allows them to pinpoint the source of gunshots; to smartphones that give 
instant, detailed information on suspects; to bullet-proof vests that help protect 
them from the dangers they face on the job each day.   
 
And we’ve used the tools at our disposal to begin to rebuild our middle class – for 
those in it, and those striving to work their way into it.  
 
We’ve done that by laying the foundation for lifting our neighborhoods UP – from 
job creation and health care, to education and environmental protection and transit. 
 
Just a few examples: 
 
To help foster job growth, we’ve expanded the Tech Talent Pipeline – a catalyst for 
jobs both in tech and all those jobs connected to tech – by increasing public AND 
private funding to reach $10M. 
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We’ve continued to expand Media/TV/Film – (NEED STATS)…and expanded 
modern manufacturing (EXAMPLE?) 
 
We’ve supported small businesses with smarter implementation of inspection 
process/curbing ticket blitz that held so many back. 
 
And we’re providing tax relief for small businesses with a reduction small 
businesses across our city, including a 50% reduction for small manufacturing firms. 
 
With the First Look program, we’ve invested in middle-skill job training for up to 
30,000 people each year, prioritize good-paying full-time job placements at 
workforce agencies, and requiring companies doing business with the City to move 
New Yorkers to the front of the hiring line. 
 
And we’ve placed a premium on hiring LOCAL workers – such as in East New York, 
where 200-unit affordable housing project in East New York that tapped the talent 
pool of workers actually FROM East New York.   
 
We’ve halted the closure of every Brooklyn hospital that was set to shut its doors – 
and are poised to add a dozen more community health centers this year.  CHECK  
 
We’ve invested in Healthcare Clusters, anchored by higher education institutions, 
hospitals, and growing biotech companies – improving our city’s health, while 
seeding the jobs of the innovation economy.  The life sciences industry the sector 
accounted for 13,742 jobs in New York City, paying an average salary of $77,000.   
 
NEED MORE INFO ON #1 IN LIFE SCIENCES GOAL  
 
In the coming year, we’ll expand on what we’ve done to improve education -- 
continuing to expand Pre-K and after-school; focus on community schools as 
neighborhood anchors; implementing summer jobs programs like the Mayoral 
Center for Youth Employment through the Mayor’s Fund; investing in Renewal 
Schools; increasing the CUNY budget to give more New Yorkers the training they 
need to fill growing number of skilled jobs; and continuing to expand workforce 
development and job training through programs like Career Pathways. 
 
We are taking bold steps to make our city sustainable for the next generation – 
retrofitting buildings to protect our environment and create thousands of new jobs 
– creating incentives for those who participate voluntarily, or issuing mandates if 
need be; investing in Zero Waste Schools; improving PlaNYC (NEED DETAILS); 
expanding NYCHA recycling; and opening XXX new parks and open spaces in our 
neighborhoods. 
 
We are working to innovate our transit system, because building a city for everyone 
also means improving our transportation infrastructure to make sure EVERY 
neighborhood has a viable commute to the areas of the city where most jobs exist.   
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Few neighborhoods have overcome more in recent years than the Rockaways.  The 
resilience of New Yorkers who live there in the face of nature’s fury exemplifies all 
that is good about our city.  We owe it to them -- and to so many others –not to let 
their opportunities be constricted by geography.   
 
So we’re proposing a citywide ferry expansion to be completed by 2017.   Ferries 
will be priced at the same price as a MetroCard and have the potential to unlock 
15,000 or more units of housing currently in transit deserts like Red Hook, 
Soundview, and yes, the Rockaways AND to connect CURRENT residents in 
neighborhoods like these to good jobs throughout the City.  No New Yorker should 
EVER have to rule out signing a lease or accepting a job offer because of an 
effectively impossible commute.  Ferry expansion will go a long ways towards 
achieving that goal.   
 
We will expand Bus Rapid Transit – or BRT (FLAG: NEED DETAILS) – servicing 400K 
people – in places like Utica Ave in Brooklyn, Woodhaven Blvd in Queens… 
completing 20 routes over the next four years … dramatically cutting transit time. 
(BE SPECIFIC) 
 
And a city for everyone recognizes transformational infrastructure projects when it 
sees them – the type of projects that fundamentally improve our local economy… 
and create thousands of jobs in the process. 
 
That’s why we need federal support for Penn Station redevelopment and the 
Gateway project—a new tunnel under the Hudson River. Our current tunnels are 
crumbling, and this is an essential piece of infrastructure to support our economy 
and keep our people safe. 
 
All of the steps that we are taking to strengthen neighborhoods mean very little if 
everyday New Yorkers can’t afford to live in them. 
 
In 2012, 55 percent of renters in New York were spending more than 30 percent of 
their income on housing – up 11 points in just over a decade.  Spending more than 
30 percent of income on housing is known as being rent-burdened.  It’s an apt 
description: the cost of living in this city is becoming a heavier and heavier burden.  
A burden on parents AND their adult children…a burden on hopes and aspirations.    
We cannot and will not let that trend continue.   
 
That’s why our absolute highest priority is making housing more affordable. 
 
A lack of affordability is not isolated to a single neighborhood or a single borough.  
Just the opposite, is felt by nearly every New Yorker these days, one way or another:   
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As a result of this Administration’s policy, 27% of the units created are guaranteed 
to be affordable… and to stay that way.  The result: nearly 500 new units of 
affordable housing from one single project, with many, many more to follow, 
including:  
 
a.       East New York: 7,000 units 
b.      Long Island City: 4,000 units 
c.       Flushing West: 1,500 units 
d.      East Harlem (not yet announced): 3,000 units 
 
CURRENT EXAMPLES/PROPOSALS: 
 
Sunnyside project  -- develop 197 acres in one of the city’s largest undeveloped 
areas.   
  
Generational opportunity to created mixed-income housing. 
Create tens thousands of units of housing and millions of square feet of commercial, 
community, and cultural uses connected by a network of open spaces. 
 
An example of defying the principle that they aren’t making any more land. 
 
Not just driven by need for affordable housing, but also smart urban revitalization 
that recognizes and embraces ethnic and economic diversity of city. 
 
We call on state government and Amtrak to be partners in this project.   
 
And a proposed project on the South Bronx Waterfront will create a new mixed-use 
district on the South Bronx waterfront that connects the neighborhood to Port 
Morris and the Harlem River. Can create 4,000 housing units and 1,500 new jobs. 
 
Our approach also means initiatives to protect those who face the heaviest – and the 
cruelest – burdens of unaffordability.     
 
Set-asides for struggling New Yorkers, but also: 
 
FIRST RESPONDERS PLACEHOLDER  
 
10K units for seniors on fixed incomes, who have worked hard all their lives, and 
want to retire here – who deserve to live their golden years with some dignity, 
especially when they can’t meet rising housing costs by working towards a raise.   
 
We also commit to END chronic veterans homelessness by the end of THIS year, and 
senior homelessness by 20XX.   We as a city cannot sit by and allow those who are 
most vulnerable – and those who have contributed the most -- to be subjected to the 
harshest of realities.  It’s not who we are.   
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And speaking of who we are, New York would not the cultural capital of the world 
without contributions from artistic visionaries at one point struggled to get by.  
 
That’s why we’re committing to 1,500 units of affordable housing for writers, artists, 
musicians, and those who make New York City culture so vibrant.  They help make 
our city a mecca for tourists; bring joy to everyday New Yorkers; serve as role 
models to young people who want to pursue natural talents in industries that don’t 
always hold the promise of a big paycheck.  
 
This small commitment could be the difference between whether or not our city 
fosters the creation of the next On the Road…. Or the next “Remain in Light.”  
 
And this year we will increase oversight of accessibility standards in the private 
market, as well as in city’s regulated affordable housing stock, and fight for greater 
housing subsidies for New Yorkers with disabilities. 
 
And we know that New York’s always found room for its people to live above each 
other, while working and interacting on the streets together.  It’s a celebration of 
our diversity – forcing all of us to see all the world’s people every time we cross the 
street, enter a park, exit the subway. 
 
So to make our city more affordable, we will build HOUSING up. 
 
At the same time, we will fight to build WAGES up. 
 
We know the lack of affordability in New York has as much to do with stagnant 
wages as it does with rising costs.  Now, we can’t snap our fingers and give every 
New Yorker a pay increase – but here’s something that would have a meaningful 
impact for so many:  Raise. The. Minimum. Wage.   
 
Let me be absolutely clear, this Administration will not rest until the minimum wage 
is increased to $13.13 an hour – with indexing.  (PLACEHOLDER, PENDING 
DECISION ON THIS ISSUE)   
 
It would create an upward pull on wages for countless hardworking New Yorkers.  It 
would give a sorely needed boost to our brothers and sisters that need it the most.  
And it would make our city and fundamentally fairer AND more prosperous place. 
 
Indeed, Henry Ford – the noted left-wing “socialist” that he was (!) – wanted all the 
workers on his assembly line to be able to afford the cars they spent their days 
manufacturing.  He didn’t do it to be charitable; he did it because he knew it was 
good for business.  I’d say it worked out pretty well for him.   
 
We will not stop there. 
 
We will also expand local EITC (FLAG: $50-200M, TBD)  
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Placeholder for paid family leave city employee possible proposal TBD  
 
That’s how we’ll make New York City more affordable – with more affordable 
housing options for those who live here, and better wages and benefits for those 
who work here. 
 
Mayor Ed Koch believed in the best of people, and the best of this city.  So from a 
landscape in the Bronx that was literally smoldering, he announced the boldest plan 
for affordable housing in New York’s history.   
 
Koch and his administration realized that housing policy is about more than zoning 
and regulation.  He saw the transformative power of city government to revitalize 
whole communities… and the lives of New Yorkers who call them home.  His 
administration stated the mission clearly: “we’re creating more than just 
apartments – we’re re-creating neighborhoods.” 
 
Critics said it couldn’t be done (REQUESTING QUOTE FROM MAHEN, CAN’T FIND 
BUT SURE RESEACH PROS CAN), but in the end, Koch’s plan did more to strengthen 
our city’s many neighborhoods than just about any other public policy in our 
lifetimes.   
 
In the same way, our plan will be criticized.  There will be voices that say it can’t be 
done.  But we’re committed to doing it – especially as crime is now lower than ever; 
our schools are getting more investment than ever; and our city is growing faster 
than ever (CHECK).   We will do this because we will have 9 million people by year 
2040. 
 
Indeed, where Koch’s challenge was transforming housing policy for a shrinking 
city, ours is in many ways the opposite.  We face the challenge of dealing with a city 
where more and more people want to live.  It’s a nice problem to have, but it’s a 
major challenge nonetheless.   
 
So as we set out to make our growing city more affordable and equitable, we must 
not lose sight of WHY our city is a beacon for so many.  It’s not the cleanest place, 
nor the most tranquil.  We don’t have the best weather or many alluring natural 
landmarks.  But we have something special, something unique: an idea at our core – 
a PROMISE – that ours is a city…. THE city for EVERYONE.    
 
That promise is what allowed my grandmother as a newly emigrated Italian to start 
a female-owned embroidery business -- Misses Briganti -- here in the year 1910.   
Our city’s promise is the animating force behind great stories that span centuries 
and generations.     
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And as we grow – and we will grow – it is imperative that we not let that promise 
break… that we not be the first generation of New Yorkers to let those stories end 
abruptly.   
 
It is no easy task, but we won’t be derailed.  We won’t be timid in the face of big 
challenges.  John F. Kennedy put it well: "There are risks and costs to a program of 
action. But they are far less than the long-range risks and costs of comfortable 
inaction." 
 
This Administration -- like the people we are so honored to serve – is about action.  
And when it comes to taking on the affordability crisis that threatens the core of 
who we are, we will act -- and we will act boldly.  
 
And we will do it because New Yorkers, and their neighborhoods are what keep us 
from becoming a Gilded City… they are what make us One New York, Rising 
Together. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
 
STILL NEEDED: 
 

Something on standing up for executive action on immigration 
Shout-out to Sanitation workers 
Our personal stories 

   
 

 
  



We are further delayed. Will send a note when everyone should gather.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

This will start closer to 11:45
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

MBDB: Weekly Planning Meeting



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:

From:

Date:
To:
Subject: Capital Playbook -- HILLARY may delay
launch until summer -- CHIRLANE rolls out first policy,
on mental health
Reply-To:

By Azi Paybarah in New York, Jimmy Vielkind in
Albany, and Mike Allen in D.C., with Daniel Lippman

EXCLUSIVE, from Politico Playbook: 

The danger



One option that is being considered 

OFF TO THE RACES — Capital’s Jimmy Vielkind and
Josefa Velasquez: 

TICK-TOCK -- “SIX DAYS THAT FELLED SHELDON
SILVER” — ’ Jesse McKinley, Thomas Kaplan,
Susanne Craig and William Rashbaum, with Albany
dateline: 

-- “What Silver's members liked about him,” by
Nahmias, Vielkind and Bakeman: 

-- “‘Shocked’ law firm places Silver on leave”:

THE LONG SLOW SLIDE OF ANDREW CUOMO—
’s Charles Pierce: 



--WSJ, lead of Greater New York section, “Cuomo’s
Plan on Weather Has Doubters,” by Laura Kusisto: 

TABS -- Post:
-- News:
-- amNY:

-- El Diario

FRONT PAGES -- Times,

-- WSJNY

WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU'RE MISSING? 

subscribe@capitalnewyork.com

CHIRLANE’S MENTAL HEALTH ROAD MAP -- Capital’s
Dan Goldberg:

WHAT CITY HALL IS READING -- “Sign-Language
Interpreter for Mayor de Blasio Is a Web Hit,” by
Times’ Michael M. Grynbaum:



RE-ENGINEERING NYPD -- Police commissioner Bill
Bratton unveils plans to Police Foundation -- NYmag’s
Chris Smith: 

--Ending Operation Impact:

MARK-VIVERITO TO PUERTO RICO -- Council Speaker
Melissa Mark-Viverito will teach Puerto Rican
legislators about participatory budgeting -- Capita’s
Gloria Pazmino: 

TRANSPORTATION BEAT -- “Citi Bike plans to expand
to the Upper East and West Sides,” by Post’s Reuven
Fenton and Rebecca Harshbarger: 



VIDEO – “Flying Drone Captures Stunning Footage of
Snow-Covered City”:

HILLARYWATCH -- Times A20, “Hillary Clinton vs.
Elizabeth Warren Could Delight Republicans,” by Amy
Chozick:

--“Hillary Clinton looks to Barack Obama digital
alums,” by Politico’s Darren Samuelsohn:

TWEET -- 

LIST – “6 Private Clubs That Will Help You Rub
Shoulders With Powerful People,” by DNAinfo’s Serena
Solomon: 

MEDIA DAY -- ANDREW SULLIVAN quits blogging – “A
Note to My Readers”:



BEN SMITH in BuzzFeed – “My Life In The
Blogosphere

JACK SHAFER column for Politico -- “Bloomberg
Reorganizes the Godmothership”: 

--“Mashable, Business Insider Get New Funding,” by
WSJ’s Lukas Alpert: 

BROADWAY BUZZ – “Broadway Legend Joel Grey



Opens Up About His Sexuality,” by People’s Liz McNeil:

REMEMBERING ROBERT S. PIRIE – Times’ Sam
Roberts: 

REAL ESTATE -- Renewed push for pro-tenant bill
decried by Real Estate Board, by Capital’s Ryan
Hutchins: 

“Trophy Pierre Hotel penthouse asking price drops
from $125M to just $63M,” by News’ Katherine Clarke:

--Cultural institutions record $1.3B in construction
spending in 5 years, by Capital’s Ryan Hutchins:



SNEAK PEEK -- Bill Samuels hires Morgan Pehme -- 

THE HOME TEAMS -- Capital’s Howard Megdal: 

--Hawks 113, Nets 102:

--The Red Bulls made it official:

--Ken Rosenthal asked

--The day ahead:

COFFEE BREAK -- “LISTEN: There’s No Such Thing as a
Brooklyn Accent, Exhibit Says,” by DNAinfo’s Lisha
Arino: 

#UpstateAmerica: 



GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

In my experience, things the Comptrollers office says are wrong 100% of the time

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I saw that too and talked with HPD about it. They think the source we 
used is more reliable/accurate. These are the numbers we used for the 
Housing Plan

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



Hah -- very true!

On Jan 29, 2015, at 6:24 PM, Patchett, James <JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov> 
wrote:

Wait--not a bummer that people's rents haven't gone up 
more!!
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Bummer, but we're probably a little redundant in that section 
anyways, so we can prob cut and be fine.  Thanks for update.  

On Jan 29, 2015, at 6:15 PM, Patchett, James 
<JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Jon – See below regarding rent growth. (Rents 
actually grew 20% over the last 10 years.)
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
From 2002 to 2011, median contract rent 
increased by about 20%.
($957 to $1156 in 2014 real dollars)
 
From 1991 to 2011, median contract rent 
increased by 35%
($854 to $1156 in 2014 real dollars)
 



 
Data source: NYC Housing and Vacancy Survey
___________
Hayley Prim
Policy Analyst
Deputy Mayor for Housing & Economic Development
(212) 341-5009



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



Gross Employment Impacts in NYC Associated with Construction of
160,000 Market Rate Housing Units from FY 2015 - FY 20241

January 29, 2015

Unit Type
Market Rate New 

Construction
Temporary Employment Impacts from Construction 
Spending2, 3

Direct 300,043

Indirect and Induced 165,864

Total 465,907

Permanent Employment Impacts (Direct Full-time 
Equivalent Jobs)

Residential4

Building Services 11,400

Property Management 3,800

Total Residential 15,200

Footnotes
1 Estimates reflect gross employment impacts associated with construction 
and ongoing maintenance and operations of market rate housing projects.
They do not account for short- or long-term displacement of other economic 
activity and, therefore, may not reflect "net new" jobs created in NYC.
2 Employment impacts are estimated based on hard costs derived from 
McGraw Hill construction data, the assumption that hard costs comprise 80% 
of total construction costs, and input-output multipliers (RIMS II) from the U.S. 
Bureau of Economic Analysis.  The per unit construction cost is assumed to
be approximately $486,000, resulting in an estimated aggregate construction 
cost for all 160,000 units of $77.8 billion (in 2015 dollars).
3 Employment reflects the total number of full- and part-time jobs across the 
duration of the construction project.
4 Per City Hall, over the next 10 years, it is assumed that approximately 
160,000 market rate housing units will need to be built.  Permanent jobs 
associated with those units have been estimated using EDC's standard 
employment density ratio for market rate housing of 10 occupied residential 
units per job and the following assumptions:  long-term maximum occupancy 
is 95%; 75% of jobs will be associated with building maintenance; and the 
remaining 25% of jobs will be related to property management.  
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From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, January 22, 2015 at 8:25 PM
To: Phillip Walzak <  Peter Ragone <
Subject: Two resumes for CMC?
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I want to begin by telling you a distinctly New York story.   
 
More than 100 years ago, a young woman named Anna Briganti arrived in our city 
after emigrating from Grassano, a small town in southern Italy rich in natural 
beauty, but scarce in opportunities for its people.   
 
Briganti traded picturesque hillsides, and tranquil, open fields…for an apartment on 
East 17th Street in Manhattan…a redbrick home with very little in the way of comfort 
or quiet.   
 
But Anna’s new home offered her something that her old home did not: profound 
possibilities to create a better life… for herself…AND for her children.   
 
So, in the year 1910 -- a decade before our country granted women the right to vote 
– Anna opened an embroidery company: Misses Briganti… its very name a proud 
symbol of a woman-owned business. 
 
This woman, Anna Briganti, was my grandmother.  I am here because of her.  My 
story is only possible because she chose to come to New York City.  
 
And most of us here – in this room and across our five boroughs – can trace our path 
to New York to a similar story… whether it began last century…or last month…we 
are here for a REASON.   
 
It’s why we pack into crowded subway cars and fumble for bedside earplugs in the 
middle of the night.  It’s why those of us who live here – despite all the logical 
arguments to the contrary -- LOVE to live here.   
 
Our city shines with a sense of purpose so bright that it is visible across the globe.  
 
Opportunity, innovation, and a spirit of inclusiveness – those qualities are coded in 
New York’s DNA.   
 
But the idea that New York is truly a place for everyone – the promise at the core of 
what makes our city so great and so special – is at risk. 
 
It is at risk because the people who love to live here are finding it increasing difficult 
to AFFORD to live here.   
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And in a city where about half of our residents speak something other than English 
as home, let me say it like this: 
 
SPANISH VIA GOOGLE TRANSLATE  -- NEED TO CHECK 
 
Oportunidad , la innovación y un espíritu de inclusión están codificados en el código 
genético de Nueva York . 
 
Pero la idea de que Nueva York es realmente un lugar para todo el mundo - la 
promesa en el núcleo de lo que hace a nuestra ciudad tan grande y especial - está en 
riesgo. 
 
Es en riesgo debido a las personas que les gusta vivir aquí les resulta difícil 
aumentar el lujo de vivir aquí. 
 
You can see the struggle for affordable living each day in New York -- in the tired 
eyes of the single mother in Coney Island, who’s working two jobs and barely 
scraping together enough for the most modest of living arrangements to share with 
her kids.   
 
You can see it in the worn hands of the fast food worker in Eastchester, consumed 
with worry as the calendar approaches the first of next month…the day that rent is 
due.  
 
You can see it in furrowed brow of the senior living in Bayside, as she sweeps her 
porch to chase away thoughts of whether she’s saved enough to keep her very 
middle-class home…or whether it’s time to consider her adult son’s offer to have her 
move in.  
 
When we talk about taking dead aim at the Tale of Two Cities – when we talk about 
our vision for creating One New York, rising together – we’re talking about the very 
PROMISE of New York – a city that offers opportunity not just to the lucky few, but 
to ALL 8.4 million people who call our city home.   
 
In 2014, we achieved so much for our city.   
 
We delivered progressive change in our effort to combat inequality and lift up our 
families. 
 

Free, full-day Pre-Kindergarten…for EVERY child. 
 

After-school programs opened across all five boroughs. 
 

With the help of the City Council and its distinguished Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito -- paid sick leave for 500,000 more New Yorkers. 
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An expansion of living wage for many more workers. 
 

Ending the overuse of stop-and-frisk and dramatically reducing arrests for 
small amounts of marijuana. 

 
At the same time, thanks to our skilled and courageous men and women in uniform, 
we’ve not only kept New York City safe – we’ve made it even safer. 
 

The men and women of the NYPD helped bring our city’s crime rate to an 
ALL-TIME low – with the lowest number of murders, robberies, and 
burglaries on record. 

 
The FDNY that responded to a record of more than 1.6 MILLION emergency 
calls. 
 
The Corrections Department took the difficult but critical step of ending 
punitive segregation for adolescents in New York City jails. 

 
We’ve fought to keep our streets safe and clean for drivers and pedestrians. 
 

We established Vision Zero -- bringing pedestrian deaths down to a level not 
seen since 1910. 

 
We faced down 11 winter storms – among the snowiest years our city has 
ever seen. (MG CHECKING)   

 
And after the salt trucks and snowplows did their critical work…filling nearly 
a half-MILLION potholes.  (JDC – CHANGED IT TO KEEP IT ALL IN 2014) 

 
We built on the great work of the Bloomberg Administration to tackle issues like 
climate change and the damage inflicted by the severe weather linked to it. 
 

New York City proudly committed itself to “80 by 50” – a dramatic, game-
changing 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gases by the year 2050.  We are 
retrofitting not just some, but EVERY public building.    

 
We helped repair the devastation left by Superstorm Sandy – beating our 
very ambitious goals – with new construction on more than 1,000 new 
homes, and providing badly-needed reimbursements to more than 2,000 
homeowners – with more work to be done.   

 
We balanced our budget in a way that was fair, responsible, and in keeping with our 
progressive values. 
 

Tentatively settling expired contracts with over 72% of the city’s workforce – 
with deals that are fair to both our city workers AND to taxpayers. 
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Awarding $690 million in prime and subcontracts to certified minority and 
women-owned businesses, a 57% increase from the year before. 

 
We took meaningful steps to connect everyday New Yorkers to jobs, health care, and 
the city’s social safety net. 
 

Creating the Tech Talent Pipeline to connect New Yorkers from every 
borough and background to the jobs of the future.  
 
Helping create 3000 new jobs at Brooklyn Navy Yard and 1800 new jobs at 
Brooklyn Army Terminal. 

 
Starting a job assistance program in Career Pathways that helps New Yorkers 
in need find good, permanent jobs. 

 
Halting the closure of community hospitals that were set to shut their doors – 
and beginning the process adding a dozen more community health centers 
this year.  
 
Beginning a citywide effort, led by our distinguished First Lady, to identify 
the gaps in mental health coverage offered in New York. 

 
Creating and implementing Municipal ID – for both citizens and 
undocumented New Yorkers – with 100,000 New Yorkers already taking 
advantage of it, and another 100,000 expressing interest.   

 
We opened new doors of opportunity to our young people.  
 

Fostering the creation of more community schools that serve as the anchors 
for entire neighborhoods. 

 
Implementing year-round jobs programs like the Mayoral Center for Youth 
Employment through the Mayor’s Fund, so that our kids have the 
opportunity to learn lifelong skills. 

 
Creating brand new PROSE schools – a new, specialized and innovative type 
of school that allow teachers and principals to set aside rules that hinder 
innovation. 

 
Investing $150 million in the Renewal Schools Program to identify, help and 
FIX broken schools so that every child in every neighborhood gets the quality 
education they deserve.  

 
All of these things have and will continue to strengthen our neighborhoods – making 
our city a little better each day for so many.   
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But you can’t enjoy the full bounty that New York has to offer if you can’t afford to 
actually LIVE here. 
 
So while the state of our city is strong…the affordability crisis we face threatens to 
undermine that progress. 
 
Put simply: too many families are getting priced out of their own city.  
 
The math behind our skyrocketing housing costs is cold and straightforward. 
 
In 2012, almost 55 percent of renters in New York were spending more than 30 
percent of their income on housing – up 11 points in little more than a decade.  
Spending more than 30 percent of income on housing is what’s know as being “rent-
burdened.”  
 
That is an apt description, since the cost of living in this city is becoming a heavier 
and heavier burden.  A burden on parents AND their adult children…a burden on 
hopes and aspirations.    
 
We cannot and WILL not let that trend continue.   
 
Ask yourself: 
 
In today’s New York, would Howard Schultz have made it from the Bay View 
Houses…to the helm of Starbucks?  Jay-Z -- from the Marcy Houses…to Roc Nation?  
Would Sonya Sotomayor have made it from the Bronxdale Houses…all the way to 
the Supreme Court?     
 
If we, as a city, fail to face the affordability crisis that we know today…how many 
stories of THIS generation of young New Yorkers will be denied that triumphant 
ending? 
 
How will we, in a city where there is only so much land, accomplish this? 
 
We’ll do it literally by building UP: increasing the density of neighborhoods across 
our five boroughs to help reduce the lack of affordable housing stock…battling the 
fear, faced by so many, that their own neighborhoods are becoming too expensive to 
stay in.   
 
And we will do everything in our power to keep those who HAVE found an 
affordable place to live in the homes they have. 
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To be clear, we are NOT embarking on a mission to build towering skyscrapers in 
the vast majority of our neighborhoods.  We know we have a duty to protect and 
preserve the culture and character of every neighborhood in every borough.   
 
But the addition of just a few more stories on the buildings we see every day – six to 
eight story structures, or building on lots that have been vacant for decades -- would 
mean so many more SUCCESS stories for generations of New Yorkers who’d 
otherwise be priced out.  
 
Of all the efforts we made in 2014 to address the affordability crisis – the most 
prominent was our successful bid to secure universal, full-day Pre-K – something 
bold and meaningful…and something that so many said we couldn't do.   
 
And -- even as we were on our way to winning the funding we needed from Albany -
- the naysayers had a SECOND mantra: that we would never find enough SPACE to 
put the kids and teachers, anyway. 
 
But thanks to the enormous energy of parents, activists, community leaders, elected 
officials and others of good conscience throughout our city, we proved the cynics 
wrong on BOTH counts – securing the money, and then – thanks to leaders of public, 
private, AND religious schools – finding the space to house them. 
 
Our mission for 2015 will be every bit as central to the cause of combatting income 
inequality as Pre-K was last year – fighting to ensure that New Yorkers can afford to 
live and work and STAY in the city they love.   
 
That begins with our affordable housing plan, which we haven’t just TALKED about 
– we’ve written up, in detail.  Here it is – right here.  (HOLD UP PLAN.) 
 
Just like last year, I’m sure the critics will once again question our ability to 
IMPLEMENT this plan.  But you know what?  We’re going to fuel that same 
grassroots effort – from community leaders, to everyday New Yorkers from all 
walks of life – to DEMAND the results we seek.   
 
And just like those public schools and charter schools and Catholic schools and 
Orthodox schools opened their doors to four-year-olds seeking Pre-K…we are going 
to call on every single stakeholder in this city, in every neighborhood, to join our 
mission of finding the space, the will, AND the money to build and preserve 
affordable housing. 
 
To start, we have to preserve AND STRENGTHEN our rent regulations, or risk losing 
hundreds of thousands of units of affordable housing.  Likewise, we will aggressively 
pursue something I’m calling the Stuy Town Statute – an expanded city authority 
that would do so much to protect tenants… and indeed, whole communities – vastly 
extending our ability to help communities like Stuy Town stay affordable for the 
folks who call it home. 
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Even without that additional authority, this Administration is doing everything we 
can to make sure that housing units that are affordable today STAY that way.  
 
Sheryl Morse is president of a co-op in Ft. Greene.  She needed help with major 
repairs in her building – home to 159 families.  So the city intervened – providing 
the funds necessary for needed repairs.  It’s was a small step on the scale of our city, 
but it certainly didn’t feel small to those 159 families.  For them, it was a life 
preserver in powerful waters that threatened to price them out of New York. 
 
Now, make no mistake: we won’t be satisfied to simply keep what we’ve got from 
getting worse. 
 
That’s why -- as your mayor -- I am committed to seeing New York City DOUBLE the 
number of affordable housing units built in the NEXT ten years, compared to the 
rate of the last 25 years.     
 
That means building and protecting affordable housing for up to half a million New 
Yorkers… Or more than the populations of Miami, Atlanta or Kansas City.    
 
The plan we announced this past year creates or preserves 200,000 units of 
affordable housing over a decade.  And we’re more than on track to hit that mark… 
Our goal for 2014 was 16,000 units; the number we got to: 17,300.   
 
This Administration is not anti-development.  Just the opposite – we see the creation 
of more housing as a good thing.  Even when new housing isn’t designated as 
affordable, it can help lower rents for neighborhoods by eliminating scarcity.  That’s 
why we have a goal of 160,000 market rate units.    All told -- when coupled with our 
plan for affordable housing – it will mean the creation of 660,000 construction jobs 
and over 22,000 permanent ones.  
 
But let me be absolutely clear on this: As long as I am Mayor, when the city re-zones 
a neighborhood to unlock new housing capacity, we won’t merely ENCOURAGE 
developers to build affordable housing… we will REQUIRE them to.  
 
This is a fundamentally new and different approach that prioritizes affordability so 
that development benefits ALL New Yorkers, not just those who can afford luxury 
condos.   
 
To that end, we are creating a Mandatory Inclusionary Housing program that will 
apply to ALL major residential re-zonings.  It means that for the very first time in 
New York’s history, providing affordable housing will be a CONDITION of residential 
development.  We will drive a hard bargain with developers – making sure that 
PEOPLE are the guiding force in our affordable housing efforts, not the builders. 
 
Want to see this approach in action?  Look at Astoria Cove in Queens.  
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As a result of this Administration’s policy, a quarter of the units created are 
guaranteed to be affordable… and to stay that way.  The result: over 450 new units 
of affordable housing from one single project…. That’s 450 families that no longer 
have to choose between living in THE city they love, and a city they can afford…. And 
it’s hundreds of kids who will live and learn and grow amidst the iridescence of a 
city of opportunity.  
 
This mindset – the new rule that affordable housing is priority that is GUARANTEED, 
not an option for developers to pursue on a whim – will apply to every 
neighborhood that the city rezones for residential development, as long as I am your 
mayor.   
 
And there are MANY more projects like this, coming soon to a neighborhood near 
you:  
 
East New York – Add note on capital investment TK 
Long Island City 
Flushing West 
East Harlem  
North Shore Staten Island  
Cromwell-Jerome in Bronx  
Stapleton/Bay Street Corridor  
 
Each of these projects has potential to make neighborhoods more desirable and 
affordable.  But few proposed projects in any city have the potential to create 
equitable, sustainable development on the scale of Sunnyside Yards.   
 
There currently sits 167 acres of raw potential in the heart of Queens, in the form of 
a rail yard – and only a rail yard.  But the fact is, those tracks could easily exist 
underground – allowing us to build affordable housing above them.     
 
It’s a plan that respects that green space and common places are prerequisites for a 
great neighborhood…. That recognizes glass and steel are not what makes a place 
great… and that luxury condos are not what makes an area desirable.  Because the 
value of our parks is not the views they afford the multi-million dollar condos 
perched above them, but the joy that New Yorkers from all walks of life get from 
accessing their serenity and spirit. 
 
Let’s call this project what it is: a no brainer for the city of New York.  That’s why we 
call on state government and Amtrak and the MTA to be partners in this project.  It 
will mean so much to so many.   
 
Along the same lines, a proposed project on the South Bronx Waterfront would 
create thousands of new units of affordable housing in an area that has gone 
neglected for generations.   
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With a location 20 minutes away from midtown Manhattan on the 2-train, it’s a 
center of opportunity waiting to be born.   
 
And with a $200 million investment, this project shows the city is willing to put its 
money where its mouth is when it comes to affordable development, driving growth 
in a part of the city where development has been seen only on the distant horizon of 
new Manhattan skyscrapers.   
 
And we can’t talk about neighborhoods emblematic of the Tale of Two Cities we live 
without discussing the Rockaways.  Battered by years of economic distress even 
before Sandy’s gale force winds hit, there is no place in our city that has persevered 
through more.  We have a plan to jumpstart the process of acquiring underutilized 
properties that have been in disrepair for years, with the intent of creating new, 
affordable housing for thousands of Rockaway residents.  
 
And we must remember that providing affordable housing means connecting 
neighborhoods in the five boroughs to large job centers of our city – and that means 
transportation. 
 
For years, it has simply been posited that certain neighborhoods in our City are 
doomed to isolation because of their geography.  
 
Think of what that status quo leads to.   
 
If you live in a neighborhood like Red Hook or Soundview, then a job in Midtown can 
easily mean an hour or more of commuting, even when the skyline is cruelly visible 
from your home.  You can actually SEE opportunity, but practically speaking, it’s out 
of your reach.   
 
That is the reality for so many New Yorkers today, but it is one that is about to 
change.   
 
That’s because we are proposing a new citywide ferry service to be open for 
business by 2017.   Ferries will be priced at the same price as a MetroCard, so they 
are as open to everyday New Yorkers as our subways and busses.  And beyond 
connecting current residents of transit deserts to opportunities, it has potential to 
unlock 15,000 or more units of housing by making these areas a viable commute for 
those that work in Manhattan.   
 
And we have a plan to expand Bus Rapid Transit – or BRT – servicing 400,000 New 
Yorkers  – in places like Utica Ave in Brooklyn, Woodhaven Blvd in Queens… 
completing a network of 20 routes over the next four years … dramatically cutting 
transit time by 15-25% on existing routes, and connecting New Yorkers in every 
borough to opportunity.   
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All of this adds up to a housing plan that recognizes every neighborhood in every 
borough matters.  
 
Our plan also recognizes that every New Yorker matters, and we will fight for those 
whose burdens of unaffordability are the heaviest.   
 
So we’re proposing 10,000 units for seniors on fixed incomes, who have worked 
hard all their lives, and want to retire here – who deserve to live their golden years 
with some dignity, especially when they can’t meet rising housing costs by working 
towards a raise.   
 
Now, New York would not the cultural capital of the world without contributions 
from artistic visionaries who at one point struggled to get by.  
 
That’s why we’re committing to 1,500 units of affordable housing for writers, artists, 
musicians, and those who make New York City culture so vibrant, as well as 500 
dedicated affordable workspaces for artists.  Our artistic community helps make our 
city a mecca for tourists; bring joy to everyday New Yorkers; serve as role models to 
young people who want to pursue natural talents in industries that don’t always 
hold the promise of a big paycheck.  
 
We’re also proposing a program to physically bring first responders closer to the 
communities they serve by offering a significant incentive to live within New York 
City: the reduction of a down payment when buying a home to 5% -- instead of the 
typical 20% -- saving New Yorkers in uniform an average of $75,000 in up front 
homeowner costs.    
 
For middle-class New York tenants, we will continue to do what we’ve already done 
– fighting to keep rents as reasonable as possible.  And on that count, we are proud 
to have made history in 2014 – securing the lowest rent increase in the history of 
New York City – protecting New Yorkers from every neighborhood in our city from 
falling victim to the greed of landlords who had won again and again and again. 
 
And we will take unprecedented steps to address the scourge of homelessness in 
New York. 
 
We commit to END chronic veterans homelessness by the end of THIS year, because 
no one who risks everything to protect our way of life should be left with nothing 
when they come home.  
 
Consider this.  Out city spends about $3,000 a month to keep a person in a homeless 
shelter.  So it just makes sense to pursue a plan to co-locate shelters with permanent 
affordable housing, so that those on the streets can have their own home instead of 
their own cot.  It’s a simple but creative idea that won’t cost anything -- and could 
potentially save the city money – while helping end the unacceptable and tragic 
circumstances that thousands face every day.   
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Now, we know the cause of at least SOME of the dramatic lack of affordable housing 
in New York – gentrification.   
 
But before we dismiss gentrification as an immutable and unstoppable force, let’s 
understand the tools that we DO have to fight for affordable housing for the New 
Yorkers that only want to stay in the homes – and the neighborhoods – they love. 
 
First, as I’ve said, we will work with developers who are willing to build affordable 
housing at the level that we require.  For those developers, we will drive a hard 
bargain – but we will lead a FAIR bargain – since they will be helping us deliver the 
more affordable New York we seek. 
 
On the other hand, there will be developers who do NOT wish to work with us – who 
think affordable housing just isn’t worth it to them.  Okay.  Then you’re free to do 
other things in New York.  But don’t expect to be treated as you have before – free to 
build market rate housing while affordable housing goes ignored.  It won’t happen. 
 
Finally, there are those who not only choose to ignore the new framework, but 
actually continue to violate the rules already in place.  The slumlords -- those who 
would drive tenants out of the places where they live. 
 
If you break the rules, it’s simple: we’re going to throw the book at you.  
 
When I was Public Advocate, we published the Worst Landlords Watchlist – calling 
out those who refused to make simple repairs to the units they controlled.  I applaud 
our current Public Advocate Tish James for continuing this effort. 
 
And then there are those who go even further – refusing to make repairs, or even 
harassing those living in their buildings – for one reason, and one reason only – to 
drive those tenants out, so that the buildings in certain neighborhoods – in the 
middle of a red-hot real estate market -- can be sold or rented to NEW tenants for a 
far greater price. 
 
For those of us familiar with, and somewhat stung by, the phenomenon of 
gentrification – these individuals peddle a particularly pernicious product.  They are 
not only driving people from their neighborhoods – they are profiting from it in the 
most insidious of ways. 
 
For these people – call them Gentrification Predators, or Block-Busters, or what you 
will – know this: they will feel the full weight of the law.   
 
Let me be even more specific.  If you are a tenant who is the victim of this type of 
harassment – a coercion to leave your apartment simply so the landlord can flip the 
building to capitalize on rising real estate sales – you won’t be left on your own to 
hold them accountable.   
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That’s why I’m announcing today that ANY New Yorker who finds themselves 
victims of this effort will enjoy a new right in Housing Court – a free, city-appointed 
attorney to take up their case against the predatory landlord and seek justice before 
a judge.  You shouldn’t have to be rich to enjoy this protection – because why do we 
even HAVE tenant protection laws if we cannot – or will not – find the way to 
enforce them? 
 
To sum up, all of the steps on housing I’ve spoken about – from responsibly building 
up to hard requirements for affordability on developers – go right at to the heart of 
our affordability crisis.  We know there is no silver bullet to solving this problem, 
and that housing costs won’t fall overnight.  But – for first time in a generation – we 
are acting aggressively in the face of what has become a crisis.  The old rules failed 
too many – the NEW rules will rebuild a city for everyone.   
 
We also know the lack of affordability in New York has as much to do with stagnant 
wages as it does with rising costs.   
 
Now, we can’t snap our fingers and give every New Yorker a pay increase – but our 
city can take real steps to drive wages up. 
 
It starts by recognizing that small businesses are the most powerful engines in our 
economy.  More than half of New York City jobs are created by small businesses…. 
And they do so much to strengthen the communities they serve. 
 
We have a four-part plan to make New York the most small business friendly city in 
American. 
 
First, we want to make it easier for small businesses to start and grow here by 
reducing the red tape and costs it takes to start a business.  The entrepreneurial 
spirit of everyday people is what built this city – we should not strangle it with red 
tape.  
 
Second, we want to make sure that when you have a small business, you’re not going 
to be overwhelmed by fines and penalties for minor infractions.  Small business 
owners have enough to worry about. 
 
Third, we’re going to cut small businesses taxes to foster growth and new hiring. 
 
And forth, we are going to make access to capital easier, so that the success of 
businesses is determined by the quality and of the products or services they 
provide, not by a hasty decision from a bank. 
 
A thriving small business economy will mean higher wages for everyday New 
Yorkers.   
 



 13 

But there’s another, equally critical step that must be taken.   
 
So let me be absolutely clear, this Administration will not rest until the minimum 
wage is increased to $13.13 an hour – with indexing.  
 
It would create an upward pull on wages for countless hardworking New Yorkers.  It 
would give a sorely needed boost to our brothers and sisters that need it the most.  
And it would make our city and fundamentally fairer AND more prosperous place. 
 
Indeed, Henry Ford – the noted leftwing “socialist” that he was (!) – wanted all the 
workers on his assembly line to be able to afford the cars they spent their days 
manufacturing.  He didn’t do it to be charitable; he did it because he knew it was 
good for business.  I’d say it worked out pretty well for him.   
 
That’s how we’ll make New York City more affordable – with more affordable 
housing options for those who live here, and better wages and benefits for those 
who work here. 
 
Our task – ending the Tale of Two Cities and making re-building an affordable New 
York -- won’t be easy.  And there will be critics who say it just can’t be done… that 
our destiny is one as a city for a few, not a city for everyone.   
 
But our city is no stranger to facing big challenges, nor to overcoming them.   
 
Mayor Ed Koch -- from a landscape in the Bronx that was literally smoldering—
announced what was, at the time, the boldest plan for affordable housing in New 
York’s history.   
 
Koch saw the transformative power of city government to revitalize whole 
communities… and the lives of New Yorkers who call them home.  His 
administration stated the mission clearly: “we’re creating more than just 
apartments – we’re re-creating neighborhoods.” 
 
And it worked.  Because of Koch’s efforts, a city that was shrinking when he took 
office is growing…fast.   
 
So WE face the challenge of dealing with a city where more and more people want to 
live. It’s a nice problem to have, but it’s a major challenge nonetheless.   
[Optional Joke: “Thanks, Mayor Koch”.] 
 
So as we set out to make our growing city more affordable and equitable, we must 
not lose sight of WHY our city is a beacon for so many.  It’s not the cleanest place, 
nor the most tranquil.  We don’t have the best weather or many alluring natural 
landmarks.  But we have something special, something unique: an idea at our core – 
a PROMISE – that ours is a city…. THE city for EVERYONE.    
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And as we grow – and we will grow – it is imperative that we not let that promise 
break… that we not be the first generation of New Yorkers to let those stories end 
abruptly.   
 
It is no easy task, but we won’t be derailed.  We won’t be timid in the face of big 
challenges.  John F. Kennedy put it well: "There are risks and costs to a program of 
action. But they are far less than the long-range risks and costs of comfortable 
INACTION." 
 
This Administration -- like the people we are so honored to serve – is about action.  
And when it comes to taking on the affordability crisis that threatens the core of 
who we are, we will act -- and we will act boldly.  
 
And we will do it because New Yorkers, and their neighborhoods are what keep us 
from becoming a Gilded City… they are what make us One New York, Rising 
Together. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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I want to begin by telling you a distinctly New York story.   
 
More than 100 years ago, a young woman named Anna Briganti arrived in our city 
after emigrating from Grassano, a small town in southern Italy rich in natural 
beauty, but scarce in opportunities for its people.   
 
Briganti traded picturesque hillsides, and tranquil, open fields…for an apartment on 
East 17th Street in Manhattan…a redbrick home with very little in the way of comfort 
or quiet.   
 
But Anna’s new home offered her something that her old home did not: profound 
possibilities to create a better life… for herself…AND for her children.   
 
So, in the year 1910 -- a decade before our country granted women the right to vote 
– Anna opened an embroidery company: Misses Briganti… its very name a proud 
symbol of a woman-owned business. 
 
This woman, Anna Briganti, was my grandmother.  I am here because of her.  My 
story is only possible because she chose to come to New York City.  
 
And most of us here – in this room and across our five boroughs – can trace our path 
to New York to a similar story… whether it began last century…or last month…we 
are here for a REASON.   
 
It’s why we pack into crowded subway cars and fumble for bedside earplugs in the 
middle of the night.  It’s why those of us who live here – despite all the logical 
arguments to the contrary -- LOVE to live here.   
 
Our city shines with a sense of purpose so bright that it is visible across the globe.  
 
Opportunity, innovation, and a spirit of inclusiveness – those qualities are coded in 
New York’s DNA.   
 
But the idea that New York is truly a place for everyone – the promise at the core of 
what makes our city so great and so special – is at risk. 
 
It is at risk because the people who love to live here are finding it increasing difficult 
to AFFORD to live here.   
 
And in a city where about half of our residents speak something other than English 
as home, let me say it like this: 
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SPANISH VIA GOOGLE TRANSLATE  -- NEED TO CHECK 
 
Oportunidad , la innovación y un espíritu de inclusión están codificados en el código 
genético de Nueva York . 
 
Pero la idea de que Nueva York es realmente un lugar para todo el mundo - la 
promesa en el núcleo de lo que hace a nuestra ciudad tan grande y especial - está en 
riesgo. 
 
Es en riesgo debido a las personas que les gusta vivir aquí les resulta difícil 
aumentar el lujo de vivir aquí. 
 
You can see the struggle for affordable living each day in New York -- in the tired 
eyes of the single mother in Coney Island, who’s working two jobs and barely 
scraping together enough for the most modest of living arrangements to share with 
her kids.   
 
You can see it in the worn hands of the fast food worker in Eastchester, consumed 
with worry as the calendar approaches the first of next month…the day that rent is 
due.  
 
You can see it in furrowed brow of the senior living in Bayside, as she sweeps her 
porch to chase away thoughts of whether she’s saved enough to keep her very 
middle-class home…or whether it’s time to consider her adult son’s offer to have her 
move in.  
 
When we talk about taking dead aim at the Tale of Two Cities – when we talk about 
our vision for creating One New York, rising together – we’re talking about the very 
PROMISE of New York – a city that offers opportunity not just to the lucky few, but 
to ALL 8.4 million people who call our city home.   
 
In 2014, we achieved so much for our city.   
 
We delivered progressive change in our effort to combat inequality and lift up our 
families. 
 

Free, full-day Pre-Kindergarten…for EVERY child. 
 

After-school programs opened across all five boroughs. 
 

With the help of the City Council and its distinguished Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito -- paid sick leave for 500,000 more New Yorkers. 

 
An expansion of living wage for many more workers. 
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Ending the overuse of stop-and-frisk and dramatically reducing arrests for 
small amounts of marijuana. 

 
At the same time, thanks to our skilled and courageous men and women in uniform, 
we’ve not only kept New York City safe – we’ve made it even safer. 
 

The men and women of the NYPD helped bring our city’s crime rate to an 
ALL-TIME low – with the lowest number of murders, robberies, and 
burglaries on record. 

 
The FDNY that responded to a record of more than 1.6 MILLION emergency 
calls. 
 
The Corrections Department took the difficult but critical step of ending 
punitive segregation for adolescents in New York City jails. 

 
We’ve fought to keep our streets safe and clean for drivers and pedestrians. 
 

We established Vision Zero -- bringing pedestrian deaths down to a level not 
seen since 1910. 

 
We faced down 11 winter storms – among the snowiest years our city has 
ever seen.   

 
And after the salt trucks and snowplows did their critical work…filling nearly 
a half-MILLION potholes.   

 
We took dead aim at climate change and the damage inflicted by the severe weather 
linked to it. 
 

New York City proudly committed itself to “80 by 50” – a dramatic, game-
changing 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gases by the year 2050.  We are 
retrofitting not just some, but EVERY public building.    

 
We helped repair the devastation left by Superstorm Sandy – beating our 
very ambitious goals – with new construction on more than 1,000 new 
homes, and providing badly-needed reimbursements to more than 2,000 
homeowners – with more work to be done.   

 
We balanced our budget in a way that was fair, responsible, and in keeping with our 
progressive values. 
 

Tentatively settling expired contracts with over 72% of the city’s workforce – 
with deals that are fair to both our city workers AND to taxpayers. 
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Awarding $690 million in prime and subcontracts to certified minority and 
women-owned businesses, a 57% increase from the year before. 

 
We took meaningful steps to connect everyday New Yorkers to jobs, health care, and 
the city’s social safety net. 
 

Creating the Tech Talent Pipeline to connect New Yorkers from every 
borough and background to the jobs of the future.  
 
Helping create 3000 new jobs at Brooklyn Navy Yard and 1800 new jobs at 
Brooklyn Army Terminal. 

 
Starting a job assistance program in Career Pathways that helps New Yorkers 
in need find good, permanent jobs. 

 
Halting the closure of community hospitals that were set to shut their doors – 
and beginning the process adding a dozen more community health centers 
this year.  
 
Beginning a citywide effort, led by our distinguished First Lady, to identify 
the gaps in mental health coverage offered in New York. 

 
Creating and implementing Municipal ID – for both citizens and 
undocumented New Yorkers – with 100,000 New Yorkers already taking 
advantage of it, and another 100,000 expressing interest.   

 
We opened new doors of opportunity to our young people.  
 

Fostering the creation of more community schools that serve as the anchors 
for entire neighborhoods. 

 
Implementing year-round jobs programs like the Mayoral Center for Youth 
Employment through the Mayor’s Fund, so that our kids have the 
opportunity to learn lifelong skills. 

 
Creating brand new PROSE schools – a new, specialized and innovative type 
of school that allow teachers and principals to set aside rules that hinder 
innovation. 

 
Investing $150 million in the Renewal Schools Program to identify, help and 
FIX broken schools so that every child in every neighborhood gets the quality 
education they deserve.  

 
All of these things have and will continue to strengthen our neighborhoods – making 
our city a little better each day for so many.   
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But you can’t enjoy the full bounty that New York has to offer if you can’t afford to 
actually LIVE here. 
 
So while the state of our city is strong…the affordability crisis we face threatens to 
undermine that progress. 
 
Put simply: too many families are getting priced out of their own city.  
 
The math behind our skyrocketing housing costs is cold and straightforward. 
 
In 2012, almost 55 percent of renters in New York were spending more than 30 
percent of their income on housing – up 11 points in little more than a decade.  
Spending more than 30 percent of income on housing is what’s know as being “rent-
burdened.”  
 
That is an apt description, since the cost of living in this city is becoming a heavier 
and heavier burden.  A burden on parents AND their adult children…a burden on 
hopes and aspirations.    
 
We cannot and WILL not let that trend continue.   
 
Ask yourself: 
 
In today’s New York, would Howard Schultz have made it from the Bay View 
Houses…to the helm of Starbucks?  Jay-Z -- from the Marcy Houses…to Roc Nation?  
Would Sonya Sotomayor have made it from the Bronxdale Houses…all the way to 
the Supreme Court?     
 
If we, as a city, fail to face the affordability crisis that we know today…how many 
stories of THIS generation of young New Yorkers will be denied that triumphant 
ending? 
 
How will we, in a city where there is only so much land, accomplish this? 
 
First, we will do everything in our power to keep those who HAVE found an 
affordable place to live in the homes they have. 
 
And we’ll create MORE affordable housing by literally building UP: increasing the 
density of neighborhoods across our five boroughs to help reduce the lack of 
affordable housing stock…battling the fear, faced by so many, that their own 
neighborhoods are becoming too expensive to stay in.   
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To be clear, we are NOT embarking on a mission to build towering skyscrapers on 
every block.  We know we have a duty to protect and preserve the culture and 
character of every neighborhood in every borough.   
 
But the addition of just a few more stories on the buildings we see every day – six to 
eight story structures, or building on lots that have been vacant for decades -- would 
mean so many more SUCCESS stories for generations of New Yorkers who’d 
otherwise be priced out.  
 
Of all the efforts we made in 2014 to address the affordability crisis – the most 
prominent was our successful bid to secure universal, full-day Pre-K – something 
bold and meaningful…and something that so many said we couldn't do.   
 
And -- even as we were on our way to winning the funding we needed from Albany -
- the naysayers had a SECOND mantra: that we would never find enough SPACE to 
put the kids and teachers, anyway. 
 
But thanks to the enormous energy of parents, activists, community leaders, elected 
officials and others of good conscience throughout our city, we proved the cynics 
wrong on BOTH counts – securing the money, and then – thanks to leaders of public, 
private, AND religious schools – finding the space to house them. 
 
Our mission for 2015 will be every bit as central to the cause of combatting income 
inequality as Pre-K was last year – fighting to ensure that New Yorkers can afford to 
live and work and STAY in the city they love.   
 
That begins with our affordable housing plan, which we haven’t just TALKED about 
– we’ve written up, in detail.  Here it is – right here.  (HOLD UP PLAN.) 
 
Just like last year, I’m sure the critics will once again question our ability to 
IMPLEMENT this plan.  But you know what?  We’re going to fuel that same 
grassroots effort – from community leaders, to everyday New Yorkers from all 
walks of life – to DEMAND the results we seek.   
 
And just like those public schools and charter schools and Catholic schools and 
Orthodox schools opened their doors to four-year-olds seeking Pre-K…we are going 
to call on every single stakeholder in this city, in every neighborhood, to join our 
mission of finding the space, the will, AND the money to build and preserve 
affordable housing. 
 
To start, we have to preserve AND STRENGTHEN our rent regulations, or risk losing 
hundreds of thousands of units of affordable housing.  Likewise, we will aggressively 
pursue something I’m calling the Stuy Town Statute – an expanded city authority 
that would do so much to protect tenants… and indeed, whole communities – vastly 
extending our ability to help communities like Stuy Town stay affordable for the 
folks who call it home. 
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Even without that additional authority, this Administration is doing everything we 
can to make sure that housing units that are affordable today STAY that way.  
 
Sheryl Morse is president of a co-op in Ft. Greene.  She needed help with major 
repairs in her building – home to 159 families.  So the city intervened – providing 
the funds necessary for needed repairs.  It’s was a small step on the scale of our city, 
but it certainly didn’t feel small to those 159 families.  For them, it was a life 
preserver in powerful waters that threatened to price them out of New York. 
 
Now, make no mistake: we won’t be satisfied to simply keep what we’ve got from 
getting worse. 
 
That’s why -- as your mayor -- I am committed to seeing New York City DOUBLE the 
number of affordable housing units built in the NEXT ten years, compared to the 
rate of the last 25 years.     
 
That means building and protecting affordable housing for up to half a million New 
Yorkers… Or more than the populations of Miami, Atlanta or Kansas City.    
 
The work of Bloomberg Administration on this issue – creating and preserving 
165,000 units of affordable housing during his term – was impressive and 
admirable.   
 
We the plan we announced this past year goes even further to create or preserve 
200,000 units of affordable housing over a decade.  And we’re more than on track to 
hit that mark… Our goal for 2014 was 16,000 units; the number we got to: 17,300.   
 
This Administration is not anti-development.  Just the opposite – we see the creation 
of more housing as a good thing.  Even when new housing isn’t designated as 
affordable, it can help lower rents for neighborhoods by eliminating scarcity.  That’s 
why we have a goal of 160,000 market rate units.    All told -- when coupled with our 
plan for affordable housing – it will mean the creation of 660,000 construction jobs 
and over 22,000 permanent ones.  
 
But let me be absolutely clear on this: As long as I am Mayor, when the city re-zones 
a neighborhood to unlock new housing capacity, we won’t merely ENCOURAGE 
developers to build affordable housing… we will REQUIRE them to.  
 
This is a fundamentally new and different approach that prioritizes affordability so 
that development benefits ALL New Yorkers, not just those who can afford luxury 
condos.   
 
To that end, we are creating a Mandatory Inclusionary Housing program that will 
apply to ALL major residential re-zonings.  It means that for the very first time in 
New York’s history, providing affordable housing will be a CONDITION of residential 
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development.  We will drive a hard bargain with developers – making sure that 
PEOPLE are the guiding force in our affordable housing efforts, not the builders. 
 
Want to see this approach in action?  Look at Astoria Cove in Queens.  
 
As a result of this Administration’s policy, a quarter of the units created are 
guaranteed to be affordable… and to stay that way.  The result: over 450 new units 
of affordable housing from one single project…. That’s 450 families that no longer 
have to choose between living in THE city they love, and a city they can afford…. And 
it’s hundreds of kids who will live and learn and grow amidst the iridescence of a 
city of opportunity.  
 
This mindset – the new rule that affordable housing is priority that is GUARANTEED, 
not an option for developers to pursue on a whim – will apply to every 
neighborhood that the city rezones for residential development, as long as I am your 
mayor.   
 
And there are MANY more re-zonings like this, coming soon to a neighborhood near 
you:  
 
East New York  
Long Island City 
Flushing West 
East Harlem  
North Shore Staten Island  
Cromwell-Jerome in Bronx  
Stapleton/Bay Street Corridor  
 
Each of these projects has potential to make neighborhoods more desirable and 
affordable.  But few proposed re-zonings in any city have the potential to create 
equitable, sustainable development on the scale of Sunnyside Yards.   
 
There currently sits 167 acres of potential in the heart of Queens, in the form of a 
rail yard – and only a rail yard.  But the fact is, those tracks could easily exist 
underground – allowing us to build housing – much of it affordable -- above them.     
 
As we work with the community to create a plan that recognizes green space and 
common places are prerequisites for a great neighborhood…. That recognizes glass 
and steel cannot by themselves make a place great… and that luxury condos are not 
what makes an area desirable.  Because the value of our parks is not the views they 
afford the multi-million dollar condos perched above them, but the joy that New 
Yorkers from all walks of life get from accessing their serenity and spirit. 
 
Let’s call this project what it is: a no brainer for the city of New York.  That’s why we 
call on Amtrak and the MTA to be partners in this project.  It will mean so much to 
so many.   
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Along the same lines, a proposed project on the South Bronx Waterfront would 
create thousands of new units of affordable housing in an area that has gone 
neglected for generations.   
 
With a location 20 minutes away from midtown Manhattan on the 2-train, it’s a 
center of opportunity waiting to be born.   
 
And with a $200 million investment, this project shows the city is willing to put its 
money where its mouth is when it comes to affordable development, driving growth 
in a part of the city where development has been seen only on the distant horizon of 
new Manhattan skyscrapers.   
 
And we can’t talk about neighborhoods emblematic of the Tale of Two Cities we live 
without discussing the Rockaways.  Battered by years of economic distress even 
before Sandy’s gale force winds hit, there is no place in our city that has persevered 
through more.  We have a plan to jumpstart the process of acquiring underutilized 
properties that have been in disrepair for years, with the intent of creating new, 
affordable housing for thousands of Rockaway residents… and basic commercial 
development that grants people the simple comfort that comes from dinner out and 
a movie in your own neighborhood.     
 
And we must remember that providing affordable housing means connecting 
neighborhoods in the five boroughs to large job centers of our city – and that means 
transportation. 
 
For years, it has simply been posited that certain neighborhoods in our City are 
doomed to isolation because of their geography.  
 
Think of what that status quo leads to.   
 
If you live in a neighborhood like Red Hook or Soundview, then a job in Midtown can 
easily mean an hour or more of commuting, even when the skyline is cruelly visible 
from your home.  You can actually SEE opportunity, but practically speaking, it’s out 
of your reach.   
 
That is the reality for so many New Yorkers today, but it is one that is about to 
change.   
 
That’s because we are proposing a new citywide ferry service to be open for 
business by 2017.   Ferries will be priced at the same price as a MetroCard, so they 
are as open to everyday New Yorkers as our subways and busses.  And beyond 
connecting current residents of transit deserts to opportunities, it has potential to 
unlock 15,000 or more units of housing by making these areas a viable commute for 
those that work in Manhattan.   
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And we have a plan to expand Bus Rapid Transit – or BRT – servicing 400,000 New 
Yorkers  – in places like Utica Ave in Brooklyn, Woodhaven Blvd in Queens… 
completing a network of 20 routes over the next four years … dramatically cutting 
transit time by 15-25% on existing routes, and connecting New Yorkers in every 
borough to opportunity.   
All of this adds up to a housing plan that recognizes every neighborhood in every 
borough matters.  
 
Our plan also recognizes that every New Yorker matters, and we will fight for those 
whose burdens of unaffordability are the heaviest.   
 
So we’re proposing 10,000 units for seniors on fixed incomes, who have worked 
hard all their lives, and want to retire here – who deserve to live their golden years 
with some dignity, especially when they can’t meet rising housing costs by working 
towards a raise.   
 
Now, New York would not the cultural capital of the world without contributions 
from artistic visionaries who at one point struggled to get by.  
 
That’s why we’re committing to 1,500 units of affordable housing for artists, 
musicians, and those who make New York City culture so vibrant, as well as 500 
dedicated affordable workspaces for artists.  Our artistic community helps make our 
city a mecca for tourists; bring joy to everyday New Yorkers; serve as role models to 
young people who want to pursue natural talents in industries that don’t always 
hold the promise of a big paycheck.  
 
We’re also proposing a program to physically bring first responders closer to the 
communities they serve by offering a significant incentive to live within New York 
City: the reduction of a down payment when buying a home to 5% -- instead of the 
typical 20% -- saving New Yorkers in uniform an average of $75,000 in up front 
homeowner costs.    
 
For middle-class New York tenants, we will continue to do what we’ve already done 
– fighting to keep rents as reasonable as possible.  And on that count, we are proud 
to have made history in 2014 – securing the lowest rent increase in the history of 
New York City – protecting New Yorkers from every neighborhood in our city from 
falling victim to the greed of landlords who had won again and again and again. 
 
And we will take unprecedented steps to address the scourge of homelessness in 
New York. 
 
We commit to END chronic veterans homelessness by the end of THIS year, because 
no one who risks everything to protect our way of life should be left with nothing 
when they come home.  
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Consider this.  Out city spends about $3,000 a month to keep a person in a homeless 
shelter.  So it just makes sense to pursue a plan to co-locate shelters with permanent 
affordable housing, so that those on the streets can have their own home instead of 
their own cot.  It’s a simple but creative idea that won’t cost anything -- and could 
potentially save the city money – while helping end the unacceptable and tragic 
circumstances that thousands face every day.   
 
Now, we know the cause of at least SOME of the dramatic lack of affordable housing 
in New York – gentrification.   
 
But before we dismiss gentrification as an immutable and unstoppable force, let’s 
understand the tools that we DO have to fight for affordable housing for the New 
Yorkers that only want to stay in the homes – and the neighborhoods – they love. 
 
First, as I’ve said, we will work with developers who are willing to build affordable 
housing at the level that we require.  For those developers, we will drive a hard 
bargain – but we will lead a FAIR bargain – since they will be helping us deliver the 
more affordable New York we seek. 
 
On the other hand, there will be developers who do NOT wish to work with us – who 
think affordable housing just isn’t worth it to them.  Okay.  Then you’re free to do 
other things in New York.  But don’t expect to be treated as you have before – free to 
build market rate housing while affordable housing goes ignored.  It won’t happen. 
 
Finally, there are those who not only choose to ignore the new framework, but 
actually continue to violate the rules already in place.  The slumlords -- those who 
would drive tenants out of the places where they live. 
 
If you break the rules, it’s simple: we’re going to throw the book at you.  
 
When I was Public Advocate, we published the Worst Landlords Watchlist – calling 
out those who refused to make simple repairs to the units they controlled.  I applaud 
our current Public Advocate Tish James for continuing this effort. 
 
And then there are those who go even further – refusing to make repairs, or even 
harassing those living in their buildings – for one reason, and one reason only – to 
drive those tenants out, so that the buildings in certain neighborhoods – in the 
middle of a red-hot real estate market -- can be sold or rented to NEW tenants for a 
far greater price. 
 
For those of us familiar with, and somewhat stung by, the phenomenon of 
gentrification – these individuals peddle a particularly pernicious product.  They are 
not only driving people from their neighborhoods – they are profiting from it in the 
most insidious of ways. 
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For these people – call them Gentrification Predators, or Block-Busters, or what you 
will – know this: they will feel the full weight of the law.   
 
Let me be even more specific.  If you are a tenant who is the victim of this type of 
harassment – a coercion to leave your apartment simply so the landlord can flip the 
building to capitalize on rising real estate sales – you won’t be left on your own to 
hold them accountable.   
 
That’s why I’m announcing today that ANY New Yorker who finds themselves 
victims of this effort will enjoy a new right in Housing Court – a free, city-appointed 
attorney to take up their case against the predatory landlord and seek justice before 
a judge.  You shouldn’t have to be rich to enjoy this protection – because why do we 
even HAVE tenant protection laws if we cannot – or will not – find the way to 
enforce them? 
 
To sum up, all of the steps on housing I’ve spoken about – from responsibly building 
up to hard requirements for affordability on developers – go right at to the heart of 
our affordability crisis.  We know there is no silver bullet to solving this problem, 
and that housing costs won’t fall overnight.  But – for first time in a generation – we 
are acting aggressively in the face of what has become a crisis.  The old rules failed 
too many – the NEW rules will rebuild a city for everyone.   
 
We also know the lack of affordability in New York has as much to do with stagnant 
wages as it does with rising costs.   
 
Now, we can’t snap our fingers and give every New Yorker a pay increase – but our 
city can take real steps to drive wages up. 
 
It starts by recognizing that small businesses are the most powerful engines in our 
economy.  More than half of New York City jobs are created by small businesses…. 
And they do so much to strengthen the communities they serve. 
 
We have a four-part plan to make New York the most small business friendly city in 
American. 
 
First, we want to make it easier for small businesses to start and grow here by 
reducing the red tape and costs it takes to start a business.  The entrepreneurial 
spirit of everyday people is what built this city – we should not strangle it with red 
tape.  
 
Second, we want to make sure that when you have a small business, you’re not going 
to be overwhelmed by fines and penalties for minor infractions.  Small business 
owners have enough to worry about. 
 
Third, we’re going to cut small businesses taxes to foster growth and new hiring. 
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And forth, we are going to make access to capital easier, so that the success of 
businesses is determined by the quality and of the products or services they 
provide, not by a hasty decision from a bank. 
 
A thriving small business economy will mean higher wages for everyday New 
Yorkers.   
 
But there’s another, equally critical step that must be taken.   
 
So let me be absolutely clear, as I’ve said before, this Administration will do all it can 
to fight for the minimum wage in New York City to increase to $13.50 in 2016 and 
then increase AGAIN to $15 by 2019. 
 
This would create an upward pull on wages for countless hardworking New 
Yorkers.  It would give a sorely needed boost to our brothers and sisters that need it 
the most.  And it would make our city and fundamentally fairer AND more 
prosperous place. 
 
Indeed, Henry Ford – the noted leftwing “socialist” that he was (!) – wanted all the 
workers on his assembly line to be able to afford the cars they spent their days 
manufacturing.  He didn’t do it to be charitable; he did it because he knew it was 
good for business.  I’d say it worked out pretty well for him.   
 
That’s how we’ll make New York City more affordable – with more affordable 
housing options for those who live here, and better wages and benefits for those 
who work here. 
 
Our task – ending the Tale of Two Cities and making re-building an affordable New 
York -- won’t be easy.  And there will be critics who say it just can’t be done… that 
our destiny is one as a city for a few, not a city for everyone.   
 
But our city is no stranger to facing big challenges, nor to overcoming them.   
 
Mayor Ed Koch -- from a landscape in the Bronx that was literally smoldering—
announced what was, at the time, the boldest plan for affordable housing in New 
York’s history.   
 
Koch saw the transformative power of city government to revitalize whole 
communities… and the lives of New Yorkers who call them home.  His 
administration stated the mission clearly: “we’re creating more than just 
apartments – we’re re-creating neighborhoods.” 
 
And it worked.  Because of Koch’s efforts, a city that was shrinking when he took 
office is growing…fast.   
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So WE face the challenge of dealing with a city where more and more people want to 
live. It’s a nice problem to have, but it’s a major challenge nonetheless.   
[Optional Joke: “Thanks, Mayor Koch”.] 
 
 
 
 
So as we set out to make our growing city more affordable and equitable, we must 
not lose sight of WHY our city is a beacon for so many.  It’s not the cleanest place, 
nor the most tranquil.  We don’t have the best weather or many alluring natural 
landmarks.  But we have something special, something unique: an idea at our core – 
a PROMISE – that ours is a city…. THE city for EVERYONE.    
 
And as we grow – and we will grow – it is imperative that we not let that promise 
break… that we not be the first generation of New Yorkers to let those stories end 
abruptly.   
 
It is no easy task, but we won’t be derailed.  We won’t be timid in the face of big 
challenges.  John F. Kennedy put it well: "There are risks and costs to a program of 
action. But they are far less than the long-range risks and costs of comfortable 
INACTION." 
 
This Administration -- like the people we are so honored to serve – is about action.  
And when it comes to taking on the affordability crisis that threatens the core of 
who we are, we will act -- and we will act boldly.  
 
And we will do it because New Yorkers, and their neighborhoods are what keep us 
from becoming a Gilded City… they are what make us One New York, Rising 
Together. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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STATE OF THE CITY DRAFT 
2/3/15 – 915 AM 

 
 
Thank you, Sheryl Morse, for that warm introduction. 
  
Thank you to Mitchel Wallerstein for hosting us. 
  
Thank you to Officer Leggio, and to Frederick Trapp of the DSNY. 
  
And thank you Reverend Gabriel Salguero. 
  
Thank you to my fellow elected officials in attendance: City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, Public Advocate Letitia James, City Comptroller Scott Stringer. Thank you 
to the Borough Presidents, District Attorneys, Members of Congress, the City Council, 
and the State Legislature who have joined us. And thank you to Mayor David Dinkins for 
being here. 
  
Thank you to my fellow New Yorkers! 
  
And of course thank you to the First Lady.    
 
I want to begin by telling you a distinctly New York story.   
 
More than a hundred years ago, a young woman named Anna Briganti arrived in our city 
after emigrating from Grassano, a small town in southern Italy rich in natural beauty, 
but scarce in opportunities for its people.  
 
Anna traded picturesque hillsides, and small town familiarity… for an apartment at 205 
East 17th Street in Manhattan, just a short walk from here…a place lacking the tranquil 
comforts of her childhood…a neighborhood where few spoke her native language.  
 
But Anna’s NEW home offered her something that her OLD one did not: profound 
possibilities to create a better life… for herself…AND for her children.   
 
So, in the year 1910 -- a decade before our country granted women the right to vote – 
Anna opened an embroidery company:  The Misses Briganti… its very name a proud 
symbol of single women – the “Miss-ES” referring to her sister, and her mother, and 
herself – three women who started the business, together.  
 
Anna Briganti was my grandmother.  I am here because of her.   
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My grandmother’s story – like most New York success stories – was not a fairy tale.  She 
did not stumble upon success through luck or charm; she forged it with hard work and 
raw grit.     
 
And she lived in a place that rewarded those things in unique and powerful ways. 
 
For generations, New York has been a city that unleashed human potential. 
 
A place offering opportunity for EVERYONE, no matter how your life’s story began; 
opportunity for innovators and visionaries to write new chapters in our history; and for 
parents and grandparents to write brighter ones for the next generation.  
 
And here’s the hard truth: all of that is at risk today.   
 
It’s at risk because so many who LIVE in New York struggle to AFFORD to be here. 
 
And, since only half of New Yorkers speak only English at home, let me say that a 
different way:   
 
Por generaciones [he-ne-rah-see-oh-nes], Nueva York ha sido una ciudad que le da 
rienda [ree-en-dah] suelta [soo-el-tah] al potenciál humáno.  
 
Pero aquí está la dúra verdad: todo eso está hoy en riésgo [ree-es-goh]. 
  
Está en riesgo [ree-es-goh] porque a muchas personas que viven aquí les cuésta [qwes-
tah] demasiádo PÓDER quedárse [kay-dar-say] aquí. Nosotros querémos cambiár eso. 
 
You can see it all over New York -- in the eyes of the single mother in Coney Island, 
working two jobs and barely scraping together enough for a modest apartment to share 
with her kids.    
 
You can see it in the worn hands of the fast food worker in Washington Heights, 
consumed with worry as the calendar approaches the first of the month…the day the 
rent is due.  
 
You can see it in the furrowed brow of the senior in Rosebank on Staten Island, as she 
sweeps her porch to chase away thoughts of whether she’s saved enough to stay in her 
small house in the only neighborhood she’s ever called home.  
 
If we do not act -- and act BOLDLY -- New York risks taking on the qualities of a gated 
community… A place defined by exclusivity, rather than opportunity. And we cannot let 
that happen.   
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Over the past two years, I’ve spoken about the need to take dead aim at the Tale of Two 
Cities, and about our vision for creating One New York, rising together...a city where 
EVERYONE has a shot at the middle class. 
 
And while we have so much more work to do, 2014 was a year of great progress in our 
effort to address inequality and lift up our families. 
 
 
Some examples: 
 

We achieved full-day Pre-K for more than 50,000 of our kids. 
 

We nearly doubled enrollment in after-school programs for middle school kids 
in all five boroughs. 

 
By executive order, we expanded living wage coverage to 18,000 workers.  
 
With the help of the City Council – and the strong leadership of my partner in 
government, Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito – we secured paid sick leave for 
500,000 more New Yorkers. 

 
We ended the overuse of stop-and-frisk, reducing stops by over 75%.  And since 
we instituted our new marijuana policy, arrests are down almost 65%.   

 
At the same time, thanks to our courageous men and women in uniform, we’ve not only 
kept New York City safe – we’ve made it even safer. 
 

Our NYPD officers helped bring the city’s crime rate to an ALL-TIME low – with 
the smallest number of murders, robberies, and burglaries on record. 

 
The FDNY responded to a record 1.6 MILLION emergency calls…always at the 
ready when New Yorkers needed help. 
 
The Correction Department made sweeping reforms, including an end to 
punitive segregation for adolescents in city jails. 

 
Also in 2014, we fought to keep our streets safe and clean for pedestrians, cyclists, and 
drivers alike. 
 

We established Vision Zero -- bringing pedestrian deaths down to a level not 
seen since 1910. 

 
We handled one of the snowiest winters our city has ever seen, with 11 winter 
storms in 2014.  
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And after our sanitation workers did an extraordinary job clearing our 
streets…our Department of Transportation workers filled nearly a half-MILLION 
potholes.   

 
In 2014, we took on climate change and the damage inflicted by the extreme weather 
linked to it. 
 

We built on the strong environmental record of the Bloomberg Administration 
by committing to “80 by 50” – a dramatic, game-changing 80 percent reduction 
in greenhouse gases in our city by the year 2050.  And we will be retrofitting not 
just some, but EVERY public building with significant energy usage by 2025. 

 
We helped repair the devastation wrought by Superstorm Sandy – beating even 
our ambitious goals – with construction starting on more than 1,000 homes; and 
badly needed reimbursements provided to more than 2,000 homeowners.   
 
And today, I want to make perfectly clear that EVERY reimbursement check will 
be in the hands of those who need them by the end of THIS year.  From Staten 
Island to Canarsie to the Rockaways, families hit by the storm have been through 
so much.  This Administration will FINISH the job of helping them rebuild.   

 
In 2014, we balanced our budget in a way that was honest, responsible, and in keeping 
with our progressive values. 
 

We came to contract agreements with over 71% of the city’s workforce, up from 
ZERO the year before – signing deals that are fair to both our city workers AND 
to our taxpayers. 

 
We awarded $690 million in contracts to minority and women-owned 
businesses, a 57% increase from the year before. 

 
And we connected more New Yorkers to jobs, health care, and our social safety net. 
 

We created the Tech Talent Pipeline to link New Yorkers from every borough and 
background to a booming tech industry that now employs nearly 300,000 
people, and is growing every day in our city.  
 
We invested capital in new economic hubs to create 3,000 new jobs in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard and 1,000 new jobs at the Brooklyn Army Terminal that will 
be there for years to come.   

 
We announced our plan to redesign our workforce development system to arm 
up to 30,000 New Yorkers a year with the skills for 21st century jobs.   
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We ended the fear of communities being left without critical care services when 
their hospitals closed without warning – and began the process of opening half a 
dozen new community health clinics. 

 
We ended a ticket blitz on our small businesses, and are on track to save them 
$5 million in petty fines -- money they can put towards growing and hiring. 

 
With the help of the City Council, we created IDNYC– for both citizens AND 
undocumented New Yorkers.  Let’s be clear: Relegating ANY New Yorker to life in 
the shadows is not who we are as a city.  And I’m happy to report that -- less 
than a month after this program’s inception -- more than 180,000 New Yorkers 
have ALREADY made an appointment to get their ID.   

 
And we began a major new effort – now led by our inspiring First Lady -- to 
address the gaps in mental health coverage in New York City.  This issue is 
personal to Chirlane and me, and to so many families who’ve watched loved 
ones fall through the cracks of an inadequate system.  I can’t think of a smarter, 
stronger, more compassionate person to lead our effort to change that than our 
First Lady.   Let’s thank her!  
 

We opened new doors of opportunity for our young people.  
 

We’ve begun to create 128 community schools – schools that serve the whole 
child…offering everything from vision tests and mental health screenings…to 
family counseling and tutoring.   

 
We created 62 PROSE schools – a fresh, new model where teachers and 
principals work together to set aside D-O-E and union rules that hinder 
innovation…so we can better serve our kids.    
 
And we invested in Renewal Schools…to FIX 94 struggling schools…because 
EVERY child in every neighborhood deserves a quality education.    

 
All of these things will make our neighborhoods stronger – and make life in our city 
better for so many.   
 
But you can’t tap into the opportunities that New York has to offer if you can’t afford to 
actually LIVE here. 
 
So I will say this: 
 
While the state of our city is strong, we face a profound challenge.  If we fail to be a city 
for EVERYONE, we risk losing what makes New York…NEW YORK. 
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And nothing more clearly expresses the inequality gap…the OPPORTUNITY gap…than 
the soaring cost of housing.    
 
The math is pretty straightforward. 
 
In 2014, 56 percent of rental households in New York were spending more than 30 
percent of their income on housing – up 10 points in a little more than a decade.   
 
Now spending more than 30 percent of your income on housing means you’re officially 
“rent-burdened.”  That’s an apt description, since the cost of living is becoming a 
heavier and heavier burden -- not just on wallets, but on hopes and aspirations, as well.    
 
So how did we end up here? 
 
Part of the problem is that the city has for decades let developers write their own rules 
when it came to building housing.  SOMETIMES projects included affordable 
housing…but far too often, they did NOT.  
 
As the city expanded, our growth was guided primarily by the developers’ bottom lines. 
 
That meant a bias towards luxury housing – units that fetched top dollar, but were 
entirely out of reach for most New Yorkers…multi-million dollar homes that drove up 
rents in the neighborhoods they occupied – all without a corresponding menu of 
AFFORDABLE new options.     
 
This Administration is taking a fundamentally different approach – one that not only 
RECOGNIZES the need for more affordable housing…but DEMANDS it. 
 
How will we do this?  
 
First, we’re writing new rules… ones that MANDATE affordable housing as a condition of 
development in areas re-zoned for residential use.   
 
Second, we’ll do everything in our power to KEEP those who already have affordable 
housing IN THEIR HOMES. 
 
And third -- since we only have so much land -- we’ll create more affordable housing by 
literally building UP… adding density to appropriate parts of our city.   
 
Let me explain what that means.   
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We are NOT embarking on a mission to build towering skyscrapers where they don’t 
belong.  We have a duty to protect and preserve the culture and character of our 
neighborhoods, and we WILL DO SO. 
 
And as we invest in more affordable housing, we will also work with communities to 
preserve the fabric of neighborhoods and invest in things that great neighborhoods 
need -- from parks and schools…to shops and restaurants.   
 
Now, there are some places in our city that have not yet been developed or zoned for 
housing, but could be.  And by taking steps like adding residential buildings to former 
manufacturing sites -- or adding some six to eight story buildings in appropriate places 
— we could make a fundamental difference in neighborhoods’ affordability.  That 
means families staying and thriving in the neighborhoods they love, instead of being 
priced out.    
 
Will this be difficult?  Of course.  But let me remind you of a difficult challenge we 
overcame just LAST year.   
 
Of all the efforts we made in 2014 to address income inequality, the most prominent 
was our successful bid to secure universal, full-day Pre-K – something bold and 
meaningful…and something that so many pundits said we couldn't achieve.   
 
The naysayers said we would never find the funding… or the space… to give all our kids a 
chance.   
 
Well, thanks to the tremendous energy of parents, activists, community leaders, elected 
officials and good everyday people throughout the city, we proved the cynics WRONG. 
 
And when it comes to affordable housing, we will prove them wrong again. 
 
In fact, we’re ALREADY doing so…ALREADY making real progress towards a more 
affordable New York. 
 
Here’s how: 
 
First, our Rent Guidelines Board passed the smallest rent increase EVER last year – 
helping protect tenants from being squeezed by their landlords. 
 
Second, we are following through on a plan to build and preserve affordable housing on 
an unprecedented scale.   We’ve committed to the construction of 80,000 new units of 
affordable housing by 2024.   
 
Let me put that in perspective: it means building new affordable units at TWICE the 
average annual rate of the past 25 years.   



 8 

 
When you add that to the 120,000 units that our plan preserves, it means affordable 
housing for a half MILLION New Yorkers…more than the entire population of the city of 
Miami.  Take THAT, Miami!  
 
This is what our housing plan does.  It’s real.  Those here…can pick up a copy.  And 
anyone can read it online at NYC.gov. 
 
And we’re ALREADY putting this plan into action.  Our goal for 2014 was to create and 
preserve 16,000 units.  We beat that goal -- achieving 17,300 affordable units last year 
alone.   
 
Third, because it’s been projected that New York City will be home to nine MILLION 
people by 2040, we’re pursuing EVERY kind of housing. 
 
Increasing the overall supply of housing is critical to serving New Yorkers at all income 
levels -- and to assuring we can accommodate the workforce who will continue to grow 
our economy. 
 
So we plan for the construction of 160,000 market rate units as well.     
 
All told, our plan will create hundreds of thousands of construction jobs – and over 
20,000 permanent jobs.  
 
Fourth, we’re cutting red tape to speed up our progress.   
 
To expedite the right kind of development, we must expedite the development process.   
 
What we need, and what we will have, is fundamental reform at the Department of 
Buildings.  This agency must better serve its customers – including thousands of small 
businesses that drive our economy.  We’ll speed up inspections and cut bureaucracy, so 
that more jobs can be created and more housing can be built.   
 
Fifth -- for the first time in New York City history, we are creating a Mandatory 
Inclusionary Zoning requirement that will apply to ALL major residential re-zonings. 
 
This is a big one.  Listen to this.   
 
In EVERY major rezoning development, we will REQUIRE developers to include 
affordable housing.  Not as an option.  As a precondition. 

 
Want to see this approach in action?  Look at Astoria Cove in Queens. As a result of this 
Administration’s framework  -- and the City Council’s tough negotiations -- 465 units of 
affordable housing will be created at this site alone.   
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That’s 465 families who no longer have to choose between living in the city they call 
home, or finding another city they CAN afford.  It means that hundreds of kids will live 
and learn and grow in OUR city.  
 
Astoria Cove is a site in which previous City re-zoning policy wouldn’t have required ANY 
units of affordable housing.  ZERO.  That was, in fact, the original plan.   
 
So if you want to see the difference that our approach is already making – it’s the 
difference between 465...and zero…on one site alone. 
 
And there are many MORE re-zonings like this coming soon to neighborhoods across the 
five boroughs – from East New York to Long Island City; from Flushing West to East 
Harlem; from downtown Staten Island to the Jerome Avenue Corridor in the Bronx. 
 
Each of these efforts will make our neighborhoods stronger and more affordable.   
 
And here’s one that will be a game-changer when it comes to keeping our city 
affordable for thousands of New York families: Sunnyside Yards.   
 
Right now, there are 200 acres of land in the heart of Queens, land that exists in the 
form of a rail yard – and ONLY a rail yard.  But the fact is, those tracks could easily exist 
underground – allowing us to build housing – much of it affordable -- above them.     
 
At Sunnyside Yards, we’ll work with the community and local elected officials to create a 
plan that incorporates what diverse and dynamic neighborhoods need -- access to 
transportation, parks, schools, retail stores, and job opportunities. 
 
Our approach is not entirely novel.  Developments that prioritize affordability and 
livability HAVE been built before -- from Starrett City to Co-Op City to Stuy Town. 
 
And these developments created affordability on a grand scale.    
 
Stuy Town, when it opened in 1947 provided our city with 11,250 affordable 
apartments… a community where trees and parks, and shops dotted a landscape from 
which residents could actually see the sky.    
 
We’re bringing that same kind of scale -- and a real sense of urgency -- to Sunnyside 
Yards…and setting the same exact goal of 11,250 affordable units, as part of a 
neighborhood that anyone would be proud to call home.   
 
And in contrast to the recent history of Stuy Town, we’re going to make sure that 
affordable housing at Sunnyside Yards STAYS that way.  
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To paraphrase one of my former employers, it takes a village to build a neighborhood.  
So we look forward to partnering with Amtrak and the MTA in this extraordinary effort 
at Sunnyside Yards.   
  
Another transformative opportunity lies in the Lower Concourse neighborhood on the 
waterfront in the South Bronx, a section of our city that was for so long synonymous 
with urban decay.   
 
But the South Bronx is coming back strong, and waterfront development will be a big 
step forward.     
 
When we look at this project, we don’t think about what USED to define the Bronx; we 
think about all that WILL define the Bronx in the future.     
 
With a $200 million capital investment, we can stimulate the development of 4,000 new 
units of housing – much of it affordable -- and provide the parks, schools, and 
commercial development that support a growing, thriving population. 
 
We look forward to partnering with Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and our colleagues in 
government to make an investment that will bring hope and opportunity to a place with 
enormous potential.  
 
And speaking of potential, let’s talk about the Rockaways.   
 
Battered by years of economic distress even before Sandy’s gale force winds struck, 
there’s no place in our city that has persevered through more.   
 
Our plan will jumpstart the process of acquiring underutilized properties in the 
Rockaways – areas blighted or vacant for decades – as we look to create new, affordable 
housing for thousands there. 
 
We must also remember that transportation is central to the mission of providing 
affordable housing and services -- connecting neighborhoods in the five boroughs to 
New York’s largest job centers. 
 
For years, the conventional wisdom has been that certain neighborhoods are doomed to 
isolation because of their geography.  
 
Today, if you live in one of those neighborhoods – the Rockaways or Red Hook or 
Soundview, among others -- a job in Manhattan can easily mean an hour or more of 
commuting, even when the skyline is visible from your home.  You can actually SEE 
opportunity, but practically speaking, it’s very far away.   
 
We are going to change that. 
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Today, we announce that we’re launching a new citywide ferry service to be open for 
business in 2017.   New ferry rides will be priced the same as a MetroCard fare, so 
ferries will be as affordable to everyday New Yorkers as our subways and buses. …. so 
residents of the Rockaways and Red Hook and Soundview will now be closer to the 
opportunities they need.   
 
And beyond connecting residents to jobs in Manhattan, our new citywide ferry system 
will spur the development of new commercial corridors throughout the outer boroughs.   
 
We will also expand Bus Rapid Transit – or B-R-T – serving 400,000 New Yorkers along 
key thoroughfares like Utica Avenue in Brooklyn, and Woodhaven Boulevard in 
Queens… completing a network of 20 routes over the next four years.   B-R-T will cut 
transit time on existing routes by 15-25%.  That means New Yorkers spending less time 
in transit and more time living their lives.    
 
That’s the KIND of housing that we’ll build. 
 
Let’s talk about some of the PEOPLE we’re fighting to help. 
 
First, our veterans.  We commit to ENDING chronic veterans homelessness by the end of 
this year.  Those who fight to protect our freedom abroad should NEVER be left without 
a home.    
 
Second, our seniors.  We’re providing 10,000 units of affordable housing for – New 
Yorkers who have worked hard all of their lives, and deserve to retire in dignity.  Women 
and men who live on fixed incomes have little recourse when housing costs go up.  They 
need our help, and they will get it. 
 
Third, artists.  We know that New York is the city it is today in part because of the 
contributions from generations of artistic visionaries who at one point struggled to 
make ends meet. 
 
So we’ll provide 1500 units of affordable live/work housing for the artists and musicians 
who make New York culture so vibrant….  as well as 500 dedicated affordable 
workspaces for the cultural community.   
 
These folks bring joy to everyday New Yorkers; and inspire young people to pursue their 
natural talents in professions that often don’t promise a big paycheck.  They also help 
make our city a mecca for tourists, and are one of the reasons why a record number of 
people  -- 56.4 MILLION -- visited New York last year.   
 
But whether or not you’re a veteran, a senior, or an artist, you’ve likely felt the pinch of 
skyrocketing housing costs in our city. 
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That’s due in part to a phenomenon that everybody sees, everybody feels – but nobody 
wants to really talk about: gentrification. 
  
Ask 8.4 million New Yorkers what they think about gentrification, and you’ll get 8.4 
million opinions. 
  
Clearly, there’s good and there’s bad. 
  
First, the good. 
  
After two decades of steadily declining crime, people are excited to come to New 
York…about investing in our city. 
  
With that influx of people and resources comes jobs and amenities...more activity…safer 
streets. 
  
The PROBLEM comes when we reach the tipping point…when New Yorkers get PRICED 
OUT of their own neighborhoods. 
  
In the past, we’ve been told: sorry – there’s nothing you can do about that.   You can 
either have a safe and clean neighborhood – OR you can have one you can afford.  Not 
both. 
  
Well, as my grandmother might say, that’s “una cavolata!" 
  
We CAN act, and we MUST. 
 
You see, New York City’s last twenty years has had its share of bad actors. 
  
First, there are the slumlords – the folks who refuse to make repairs…letting housing 
decay…making apartments uninhabitable. 
  
Then, there are predatory landlords – the people who take advantage of a red-hot real 
estate market – employing ugly tactics to push out moderate-income tenants to make 
room for wealthier ones. 
  
These predatory landlords harass tenants by, say, intermittently turning off the heat or 
hot water, or by refusing to address simple matters of safety or sanitation. 
  
That doesn’t just violate the law; it violates our values as New Yorkers. 
  
And we have tools to address these things. 
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When I was Public Advocate, we published the Worst Landlords Watchlist – targeting 
those who refused to make simple repairs to the units they controlled. 
  
It helped spur change, with hundreds of buildings coming off the list after making 
needed improvements…and thousands of tenants getting the repairs they needed.  I 
applaud Public Advocate Tish James for energetically continuing this effort. 
  
And there’s MORE we can do. 
 
Albany has responsibility for enforcing our rent laws, but too often that doesn't happen. 
We need Albany to step up and enforce the laws aggressively. NOW.  
 
Every day in this city, people are losing their homes unfairly. Albany cannot wait -- we 
need help right now. 
 
And we need stronger rent regulations that reflect today's New York.  
 
To preserve our city as a place for everyone, we need to do more than ever to protect 
the one million rent-regulated apartments in New York. For so many, it's the only way 
they make ends meet…and the only path to the middle class.  
 
If Albany truly believes in opportunity for all, they will strengthen our rent laws in 2015. 
 
If they cannot do that, then we call on the State to provide the funding to help 
tenants…help THEMSELVES – by providing free legal services to victims of landlord 
neglect or harassment. 
  
And even while we’re calling on Albany to step up, the City will do ITS part. 
  
So today, I’m announcing that in ANY of the areas in which the city rezones, if we find 
evidence that tenants are being harassed, we will supply those tenants with legal 
representation, at no cost, to take their case to Housing Court…to seek justice before a 
judge. 
 
Protecting our tenants – through whatever means necessary – isn’t just the moral thing 
to do.  It’s a critical step in making New York City a more affordable place for EVERYONE.  
And we should thank the City Council for their historic support of legal services for 
tenants. 
  
All of the steps on housing that I’ve spoken about today – from responsibly building UP; 
to placing new demands on developers; to providing affordable housing to New Yorkers 
who need it most; to targeting predatory landlords  – it’s all part of our new rules for 
helping people find a home they can afford. 
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Today we’ve focused on the NUMBER ONE expense in the lives of most New Yorkers.  
Reducing the expense of housing is absolutely critical to addressing the Tale of Two 
Cities.  But we’ll also fight on the other end of the equation. 
 
Because nothing does more to address income equality than actually raising people’s 
incomes.   
 
There’s one critical step that could do so much good.  RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE. 
 
Now Albany’s shown some promising signs on this subject – but for it to be more than 
just talk -- and to have a real impact on the lives of those living in New York City – we 
need more. 
 
The current minimum wage proposal simply doesn’t do enough to help New York City.  
That’s why WE will fight to raise New York City’s minimum wage to more than $13 per 
hour in 2016… while indexing the minimum wage, which would bring us to a projected 
$15 per hour by 2019.  
 
Why is indexing so important?  Because it means that hardworking New Yorkers won’t 
have to wait on new action from Albany just to keep pace with inflation.  
 
It’s difficult to overstate the positive impact this would have on working New Yorkers.  
Even for those that earn more than minimum right now, this action would create an 
upward pull on wages... an upward pull on opportunity…. and an upward pull on our 
economy.   
 
Indeed, Henry Ford – the noted leftwing “socialist” that he was – wanted the workers on 
his assembly line to be able to afford to PURCHASE the cars they worked to BUILD.  So 
he gave them a living wage.   
 
I assure you, he didn’t do it to be charitable; he did it because he knew it was good for 
business.  I’d say it worked out pretty well for old Henry.   
 
Creating more affordable housing; raising wages and benefits; strengthening our 
neighborhoods by better connecting them to jobs and opportunity – THAT is how we’ll 
take on the Tale of Two Cities. 
 
It won’t be easy.  And we know there will be critics who say it just can’t be done… that 
our destiny is to be a city for The Privileged Few…not a city for all.   
 
But New York is no stranger to facing big challenges -- and the many doubting Thomases 
-- and knows how to overcome them.  In fact, we revel in proving them wrong.    
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Thirty years ago, in his 1985 State of the City Address, Mayor Ed Koch announced what 
was an UNPRECENDENTED plan for affordable housing. 
 
He understood the transformative power of city government to revitalize whole 
communities.  His administration stated the clearly: QUOTE “we’re creating more than 
just apartments – we’re re-creating neighborhoods.”  END QUOTE 
 
There were those who said it couldn’t be done.  Historian Jonathan Soffer wrote of 
Koch’s plan:  QUOTE  "It was an extremely risky move. Some experts said at first that 
Koch's goal was 'inspirational rather than realistic.’” END QUOTE 
 
Well, let me just say, I can relate.  I’ve heard very similar criticisms.   
 
But we know now that Koch’s plan WAS realistic… in fact, it worked.   And it had a 
transcendent impact on our city.   
 
A city that was struggling and shrinking when Koch took office…turned around.  
 
And so today, WE face the challenge of a city in which more and more people want to 
live.  It’s a nice problem to have in one way, but it’s a major challenge nonetheless.   
 
We will not lose sight of WHY our city is a beacon for so many.  It’s not the cleanest 
place, nor the most tranquil.  We don’t have the best weather or many alluring natural 
landmarks.  But we have something special, something unique: an idea at our core – a 
PROMISE – that ours is a city…for EVERYONE.    
 
We are charged in our time with the sacred duty of keeping that promise… and we will 
not sit idle in the face of crisis.   
 
John F. Kennedy put it well.  He said: "There are risks and costs to a program of action. 
But they are far less than the long-range risks and costs of comfortable INACTION." 
 
Like the people this great city, our Administration is about action.   
 
And we’ll continue to lead a City government that reflects all that is great about the 
New Yorkers we are so honored to serve.   
 
Your energy invigorates us.   
 
Your compassion inspires us.   
 
Your resolve compels us to move forward.   
 
And, so – my fellow New Yorkers -- let’s get to work.  NOW.  



 16 

 
Thank you very much.  God bless you all.   
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Thank you to Officer Leggio, and to Frederick Trapp of the DSNY. 
  
And thank you Reverend Gabriel Salguero. 
  
Thank you to my fellow elected officials in attendance: City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, Public Advocate Letitia James, City Comptroller Scott Stringer. Thank you 
to the Borough Presidents, District Attorneys, Members of Congress, the City Council, 
and the State Legislature who have joined us. And thank you to Mayor David Dinkins for 
being here. 
  
Thank you to my fellow New Yorkers! 
  
And of course thank you to the First Lady.    
 
I want to begin by telling you a distinctly New York story.   
 
More than a hundred years ago, a young woman named Anna Briganti arrived in our city 
after emigrating from Grassano, a small town in southern Italy rich in natural beauty, 
but scarce in opportunities for its people.  
 
Anna traded picturesque hillsides, and small town familiarity… for an apartment at 205 
East 17th Street in Manhattan, just a short walk from here…a place lacking the tranquil 
comforts of her childhood…a neighborhood where few spoke her native language.  
 
But Anna’s NEW home offered her something that her OLD one did not: profound 
possibilities to create a better life… for herself…AND for her children.   
 
So, in the year 1910 -- a decade before our country granted women the right to vote – 
Anna opened an embroidery company:  The Misses Briganti… its very name a proud 
symbol of single women – the “Miss-ES” referring to her sister, and her mother, and 
herself – three women who started the business, together.  
 
Anna Briganti was my grandmother.  I am here because of her.   
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My grandmother’s story – like most New York success stories – was not a fairy tale.  She 
did not stumble upon success through luck or charm; she forged it with hard work and 
raw grit.     
 
And she lived in a place that rewarded those things in unique and powerful ways. 
 
For generations, New York has been a city that unleashed human potential. 
 
A place offering opportunity for EVERYONE, no matter how your life’s story began; 
opportunity for innovators and visionaries to write new chapters in our history; and for 
parents and grandparents to write brighter ones for the next generation.  
 
And here’s the hard truth: all of that is at risk today.   
 
It’s at risk because so many who LIVE in New York struggle to AFFORD to be here. 
 
And, since only half of New Yorkers speak only English at home, let me say that a 
different way:   
 
Por generaciones [he-ne-rah-see-oh-nes], Nueva York ha sido una ciudad que le da 
rienda [ree-en-dah] suelta [soo-el-tah] al potenciál humáno.  
 
Pero aquí está la dúra verdad: todo eso está hoy en riésgo [ree-es-goh]. 
  
Está en riesgo [ree-es-goh] porque a muchas personas que viven aquí les cuésta [qwes-
tah] demasiádo PÓDER quedárse [kay-dar-say] aquí. Nosotros querémos cambiár eso. 
 
You can see it all over New York -- in the eyes of the single mother in Coney Island, 
working two jobs and barely scraping together enough for a modest apartment to share 
with her kids.    
 
You can see it in the worn hands of the fast food worker in Washington Heights, 
consumed with worry as the calendar approaches the first of the month…the day the 
rent is due.  
 
You can see it in the furrowed brow of the senior in Rosebank on Staten Island, as she 
sweeps her porch to chase away thoughts of whether she’s saved enough to stay in her 
small house in the only neighborhood she’s ever called home.  
 
If we do not act -- and act BOLDLY -- New York risks taking on the qualities of a gated 
community… A place defined by exclusivity, rather than opportunity. And we cannot let 
that happen.   
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Over the past two years, I’ve spoken about the need to take dead aim at the Tale of Two 
Cities, and about our vision for creating One New York, rising together...a city where 
EVERYONE has a shot at the middle class. 
 
And while we have so much more work to do, 2014 was a year of great progress in our 
effort to address inequality and lift up our families. 
 
 
Some examples: 
 

We achieved full-day Pre-K for more than 50,000 of our kids. 
 

We nearly doubled enrollment in after-school programs for middle school kids 
in all five boroughs. 

 
By executive order, we expanded living wage coverage to 18,000 workers.  
 
With the help of the City Council – and the strong leadership of my partner in 
government, Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito – we secured paid sick leave for 
500,000 more New Yorkers. 

 
We ended the overuse of stop-and-frisk, reducing stops by over 75%.  And since 
we instituted our new marijuana policy, arrests are down almost 65%.   

 
At the same time, thanks to our courageous men and women in uniform, we’ve not only 
kept New York City safe – we’ve made it even safer. 
 

Our NYPD officers helped bring the city’s crime rate to an ALL-TIME low – with 
the smallest number of murders, robberies, and burglaries on record. 

 
The FDNY responded to a record 1.6 MILLION emergency calls…always at the 
ready when New Yorkers needed help. 
 
The Correction Department made sweeping reforms, including an end to 
punitive segregation for adolescents in city jails. 

 
Also in 2014, we fought to keep our streets safe and clean for pedestrians, cyclists, and 
drivers alike. 
 

We established Vision Zero -- bringing pedestrian deaths down to a level not 
seen since 1910. 

 
We handled one of the snowiest winters our city has ever seen, with 11 winter 
storms in 2014.  
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And after our sanitation workers did an extraordinary job clearing our 
streets…our Department of Transportation workers filled nearly a half-MILLION 
potholes.   

 
In 2014, we took on climate change and the damage inflicted by the extreme weather 
linked to it. 
 

We built on the strong environmental record of the Bloomberg Administration 
by committing to “80 by 50” – a dramatic, game-changing 80 percent reduction 
in greenhouse gases in our city by the year 2050.  And we will be retrofitting not 
just some, but EVERY public building with significant energy usage by 2025. 

 
We helped repair the devastation wrought by Superstorm Sandy – beating even 
our ambitious goals – with construction starting on more than 1,000 homes; and 
badly needed reimbursements provided to more than 2,000 homeowners.   
 
And today, I want to make perfectly clear that EVERY reimbursement check will 
be in the hands of those who need them by the end of THIS year.  From Staten 
Island to Canarsie to the Rockaways, families hit by the storm have been through 
so much.  This Administration will FINISH the job of helping them rebuild.   

 
In 2014, we balanced our budget in a way that was honest, responsible, and in keeping 
with our progressive values. 
 

We came to contract agreements with over 71% of the city’s workforce, up from 
ZERO the year before – signing deals that are fair to both our city workers AND 
to our taxpayers. 

 
We awarded $690 million in contracts to minority and women-owned 
businesses, a 57% increase from the year before. 

 
And we connected more New Yorkers to jobs, health care, and our social safety net. 
 

We created the Tech Talent Pipeline to link New Yorkers from every borough and 
background to a booming tech industry that now employs nearly 300,000 
people, and is growing every day in our city.  
 
We invested capital in new economic hubs to create 3,000 new jobs in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard and 1,000 new jobs at the Brooklyn Army Terminal that will 
be there for years to come.   

 
We announced our plan to redesign our workforce development system to arm 
up to 30,000 New Yorkers a year with the skills for 21st century jobs.   
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We ended the fear of communities being left without critical care services when 
their hospitals closed without warning – and began the process of opening half a 
dozen new community health clinics. 

 
We ended a ticket blitz on our small businesses, and are on track to save them 
$5 million in petty fines -- money they can put towards growing and hiring. 

 
With the help of the City Council, we created IDNYC– for both citizens AND 
undocumented New Yorkers.  Let’s be clear: Relegating ANY New Yorker to life in 
the shadows is not who we are as a city.  And I’m happy to report that -- less 
than a month after this program’s inception -- more than 180,000 New Yorkers 
have ALREADY made an appointment to get their ID.   

 
And we began a major new effort – now led by our inspiring First Lady -- to 
address the gaps in mental health coverage in New York City.  This issue is 
personal to Chirlane and me, and to so many families who’ve watched loved 
ones fall through the cracks of an inadequate system.  I can’t think of a smarter, 
stronger, more compassionate person to lead our effort to change that than our 
First Lady.   Let’s thank her!  
 

We opened new doors of opportunity for our young people.  
 

We’ve begun to create 128 community schools – schools that serve the whole 
child…offering everything from vision tests and mental health screenings…to 
family counseling and tutoring.   

 
We created 62 PROSE schools – a fresh, new model where teachers and 
principals work together to set aside D-O-E and union rules that hinder 
innovation…so we can better serve our kids.    
 
And we invested in Renewal Schools…to FIX 94 struggling schools…because 
EVERY child in every neighborhood deserves a quality education.    

 
All of these things will make our neighborhoods stronger – and make life in our city 
better for so many.   
 
But you can’t tap into the opportunities that New York has to offer if you can’t afford to 
actually LIVE here. 
 
So I will say this: 
 
While the state of our city is strong, we face a profound challenge.  If we fail to be a city 
for EVERYONE, we risk losing what makes New York…NEW YORK. 
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And nothing more clearly expresses the inequality gap…the OPPORTUNITY gap…than 
the soaring cost of housing.    
 
The math is pretty straightforward. 
 
In 2014, 56 percent of rental households in New York were spending more than 30 
percent of their income on housing – up 10 points in a little more than a decade.   
 
Now spending more than 30 percent of your income on housing means you’re officially 
“rent-burdened.”  That’s an apt description, since the cost of living is becoming a 
heavier and heavier burden -- not just on wallets, but on hopes and aspirations, as well.    
 
So how did we end up here? 
 
Part of the problem is that the city has for decades let developers write their own rules 
when it came to building housing.  SOMETIMES projects included affordable 
housing…but far too often, they did NOT.  
 
As the city expanded, our growth was guided primarily by the developers’ bottom lines. 
 
That meant a bias towards luxury housing – units that fetched top dollar, but were 
entirely out of reach for most New Yorkers…multi-million dollar homes that drove up 
rents in the neighborhoods they occupied – all without a corresponding menu of 
AFFORDABLE new options.     
 
This Administration is taking a fundamentally different approach – one that not only 
RECOGNIZES the need for more affordable housing…but DEMANDS it. 
 
How will we do this?  
 
First, we’re writing new rules… ones that MANDATE affordable housing as a condition of 
development in areas re-zoned for residential use.   
 
Second, we’ll do everything in our power to KEEP those who already have affordable 
housing IN THEIR HOMES. 
 
And third -- since we only have so much land -- we’ll create more affordable housing by 
literally building UP… adding density to appropriate parts of our city.   
 
Let me explain what that means.   
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We are NOT embarking on a mission to build towering skyscrapers where they don’t 
belong.  We have a duty to protect and preserve the culture and character of our 
neighborhoods, and we WILL DO SO. 
 
And as we invest in more affordable housing, we will also work with communities to 
preserve the fabric of neighborhoods and invest in things that great neighborhoods 
need -- from parks and schools…to shops and restaurants.   
 
Now, there are some places in our city that have not yet been developed or zoned for 
housing, but could be.  And by taking steps like adding residential buildings to former 
manufacturing sites -- or adding some six to eight story buildings in appropriate places 
— we could make a fundamental difference in neighborhoods’ affordability.  That 
means families staying and thriving in the neighborhoods they love, instead of being 
priced out.    
 
Will this be difficult?  Of course.  But let me remind you of a difficult challenge we 
overcame just LAST year.   
 
Of all the efforts we made in 2014 to address income inequality, the most prominent 
was our successful bid to secure universal, full-day Pre-K – something bold and 
meaningful…and something that so many pundits said we couldn't achieve.   
 
The naysayers said we would never find the funding… or the space… to give all our kids a 
chance.   
 
Well, thanks to the tremendous energy of parents, activists, community leaders, elected 
officials and good everyday people throughout the city, we proved the cynics WRONG. 
 
And when it comes to affordable housing, we will prove them wrong again. 
 
In fact, we’re ALREADY doing so…ALREADY making real progress towards a more 
affordable New York. 
 
Here’s how: 
 
First, our Rent Guidelines Board passed the smallest rent increase EVER last year – 
helping protect tenants from being squeezed by their landlords. 
 
Second, we are following through on a plan to build and preserve affordable housing on 
an unprecedented scale.   We’ve committed to the construction of 80,000 new units of 
affordable housing by 2024.   
 
Let me put that in perspective: it means building new affordable units at TWICE the 
average annual rate of the past 25 years.   
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When you add that to the 120,000 units that our plan preserves, it means affordable 
housing for a half MILLION New Yorkers…more than the entire population of the city of 
Miami.  Take THAT, Miami!  
 
This is what our housing plan does.  It’s real.  Those here…can pick up a copy.  And 
anyone can read it online at NYC.gov. 
 
And we’re ALREADY putting this plan into action.  Our goal for 2014 was to create and 
preserve 16,000 units.  We beat that goal -- achieving 17,300 affordable units last year 
alone.   
 
Third, because it’s been projected that New York City will be home to nine MILLION 
people by 2040, we’re pursuing EVERY kind of housing. 
 
Increasing the overall supply of housing is critical to serving New Yorkers at all income 
levels -- and to assuring we can accommodate the workforce who will continue to grow 
our economy. 
 
So we plan for the construction of 160,000 market rate units as well.     
 
All told, our plan will create hundreds of thousands of construction jobs – and over 
20,000 permanent jobs.  
 
Fourth, we’re cutting red tape to speed up our progress.   
 
To expedite the right kind of development, we must expedite the development process.   
 
What we need, and what we will have, is fundamental reform at the Department of 
Buildings.  This agency must better serve its customers – including thousands of small 
businesses that drive our economy.  We’ll speed up inspections and cut bureaucracy, so 
that more jobs can be created and more housing can be built.   
 
Fifth -- for the first time in New York City history, we are creating a Mandatory 
Inclusionary Zoning requirement that will apply to ALL major residential re-zonings. 
 
This is a big one.  Listen to this.   
 
In EVERY major rezoning development, we will REQUIRE developers to include 
affordable housing.  Not as an option.  As a precondition. 

 
Want to see this approach in action?  Look at Astoria Cove in Queens. As a result of this 
Administration’s framework  -- and the City Council’s tough negotiations -- 465 units of 
affordable housing will be created at this site alone.   
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That’s 465 families who no longer have to choose between living in the city they call 
home, or finding another city they CAN afford.  It means that hundreds of kids will live 
and learn and grow in OUR city.  
 
Astoria Cove is a site in which previous City re-zoning policy wouldn’t have required ANY 
units of affordable housing.  ZERO.  That was, in fact, the original plan.   
 
So if you want to see the difference that our approach is already making – it’s the 
difference between 465...and zero…on one site alone. 
 
And there are many MORE re-zonings like this coming soon to neighborhoods across the 
five boroughs – from East New York to Long Island City; from Flushing West to East 
Harlem; from downtown Staten Island to the Jerome Avenue Corridor in the Bronx. 
 
Each of these efforts will make our neighborhoods stronger and more affordable.   
 
And here’s one that will be a game-changer when it comes to keeping our city 
affordable for thousands of New York families: Sunnyside Yards.   
 
Right now, there are 200 acres of land in the heart of Queens, land that exists in the 
form of a rail yard – and ONLY a rail yard.  But the fact is, those tracks could easily exist 
underground – allowing us to build housing – much of it affordable -- above them.     
 
At Sunnyside Yards, we’ll work with the community and local elected officials to create a 
plan that incorporates what diverse and dynamic neighborhoods need -- access to 
transportation, parks, schools, retail stores, and job opportunities. 
 
Our approach is not entirely novel.  Developments that prioritize affordability and 
livability HAVE been built before -- from Starrett City to Co-Op City to Stuy Town. 
 
And these developments created affordability on a grand scale.    
 
Stuy Town, when it opened in 1947 provided our city with 11,250 affordable 
apartments… a community where trees and parks, and shops dotted a landscape from 
which residents could actually see the sky.    
 
We’re bringing that same kind of scale -- and a real sense of urgency -- to Sunnyside 
Yards…and setting the same exact goal of 11,250 affordable units, as part of a 
neighborhood that anyone would be proud to call home.   
 
And in contrast to the recent history of Stuy Town, we’re going to make sure that 
affordable housing at Sunnyside Yards STAYS that way.  
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To paraphrase one of my former employers, it takes a village to build a neighborhood.  
So we look forward to partnering with Amtrak and the MTA in this extraordinary effort 
at Sunnyside Yards.   
  
Another transformative opportunity lies in the Lower Concourse neighborhood on the 
waterfront in the South Bronx, a section of our city that was for so long synonymous 
with urban decay.   
 
But the South Bronx is coming back strong, and waterfront development will be a big 
step forward.     
 
When we look at this project, we don’t think about what USED to define the Bronx; we 
think about all that WILL define the Bronx in the future.     
 
With a $200 million capital investment, we can stimulate the development of 4,000 new 
units of housing – much of it affordable -- and provide the parks, schools, and 
commercial development that support a growing, thriving population. 
 
We look forward to partnering with Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and our colleagues in 
government to make an investment that will bring hope and opportunity to a place with 
enormous potential.  
 
And speaking of potential, let’s talk about the Rockaways.   
 
Battered by years of economic distress even before Sandy’s gale force winds struck, 
there’s no place in our city that has persevered through more.   
 
Our plan will jumpstart the process of acquiring underutilized properties in the 
Rockaways – areas blighted or vacant for decades – as we look to create new, affordable 
housing for thousands there. 
 
We must also remember that transportation is central to the mission of providing 
affordable housing and services -- connecting neighborhoods in the five boroughs to 
New York’s largest job centers. 
 
For years, the conventional wisdom has been that certain neighborhoods are doomed to 
isolation because of their geography.  
 
Today, if you live in one of those neighborhoods – the Rockaways or Red Hook or 
Soundview, among others -- a job in Manhattan can easily mean an hour or more of 
commuting, even when the skyline is visible from your home.  You can actually SEE 
opportunity, but practically speaking, it’s very far away.   
 
We are going to change that. 
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Today, we announce that we’re launching a new citywide ferry service to be open for 
business in 2017.   New ferry rides will be priced the same as a MetroCard fare, so 
ferries will be as affordable to everyday New Yorkers as our subways and buses. …. so 
residents of the Rockaways and Red Hook and Soundview will now be closer to the 
opportunities they need.   
 
And beyond connecting residents to jobs in Manhattan, our new citywide ferry system 
will spur the development of new commercial corridors throughout the outer boroughs.   
 
We will also expand Bus Rapid Transit – or B-R-T – serving 400,000 New Yorkers along 
key thoroughfares like Utica Avenue in Brooklyn, and Woodhaven Boulevard in 
Queens… completing a network of 20 routes over the next four years.   B-R-T will cut 
transit time on existing routes by 15-25%.  That means New Yorkers spending less time 
in transit and more time living their lives.    
 
That’s the KIND of housing that we’ll build. 
 
Let’s talk about some of the PEOPLE we’re fighting to help. 
 
First, our veterans.  We commit to ENDING chronic veterans homelessness by the end of 
this year.  Those who fight to protect our freedom abroad should NEVER be left without 
a home.    
 
Second, our seniors.  We’re providing 10,000 units of affordable housing for – New 
Yorkers who have worked hard all of their lives, and deserve to retire in dignity.  Women 
and men who live on fixed incomes have little recourse when housing costs go up.  They 
need our help, and they will get it. 
 
Third, artists.  We know that New York is the city it is today in part because of the 
contributions from generations of artistic visionaries who at one point struggled to 
make ends meet. 
 
So we’ll provide 1500 units of affordable live/work housing for the artists and musicians 
who make New York culture so vibrant….  as well as 500 dedicated affordable 
workspaces for the cultural community.   
 
These folks bring joy to everyday New Yorkers; and inspire young people to pursue their 
natural talents in professions that often don’t promise a big paycheck.  They also help 
make our city a mecca for tourists, and are one of the reasons why a record number of 
people  -- 56.4 MILLION -- visited New York last year.   
 
But whether or not you’re a veteran, a senior, or an artist, you’ve likely felt the pinch of 
skyrocketing housing costs in our city. 
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That’s due in part to a phenomenon that everybody sees, everybody feels – but nobody 
wants to really talk about: gentrification. 
  
Ask 8.4 million New Yorkers what they think about gentrification, and you’ll get 8.4 
million opinions. 
  
Clearly, there’s good and there’s bad. 
  
First, the good. 
  
After two decades of steadily declining crime, people are excited to come to New 
York…about investing in our city. 
  
With that influx of people and resources comes jobs and amenities...more activity…safer 
streets. 
  
The PROBLEM comes when we reach the tipping point…when New Yorkers get PRICED 
OUT of their own neighborhoods. 
  
In the past, we’ve been told: sorry – there’s nothing you can do about that.   You can 
either have a safe and clean neighborhood – OR you can have one you can afford.  Not 
both. 
  
Well, as my grandmother might say, that’s “una cavolata!" 
  
We CAN act, and we MUST. 
 
You see, New York City’s last twenty years has had its share of bad actors. 
  
First, there are the slumlords – the folks who refuse to make repairs…letting housing 
decay…making apartments uninhabitable. 
  
Then, there are predatory landlords – the people who take advantage of a red-hot real 
estate market – employing ugly tactics to push out moderate-income tenants to make 
room for wealthier ones. 
  
These predatory landlords harass tenants by, say, intermittently turning off the heat or 
hot water, or by refusing to address simple matters of safety or sanitation. 
  
That doesn’t just violate the law; it violates our values as New Yorkers. 
  
And we have tools to address these things. 
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When I was Public Advocate, we published the Worst Landlords Watchlist – targeting 
those who refused to make simple repairs to the units they controlled. 
  
It helped spur change, with hundreds of buildings coming off the list after making 
needed improvements…and thousands of tenants getting the repairs they needed.  I 
applaud Public Advocate Tish James for energetically continuing this effort. 
  
And there’s MORE we can do. 
 
Albany has responsibility for enforcing our rent laws, but too often that doesn't happen. 
We need Albany to step up and enforce the laws aggressively. NOW.  
 
Every day in this city, people are losing their homes unfairly. Albany cannot wait -- we 
need help right now. 
 
And we need stronger rent regulations that reflect today's New York.  
 
To preserve our city as a place for everyone, we need to do more than ever to protect 
the one million rent-regulated apartments in New York. For so many, it's the only way 
they make ends meet…and the only path to the middle class.  
 
If Albany truly believes in opportunity for all, they will strengthen our rent laws in 2015. 
 
If they cannot do that, then we call on the State to provide the funding to help 
tenants…help THEMSELVES – by providing free legal services to victims of landlord 
neglect or harassment. 
  
And even while we’re calling on Albany to step up, the City will do ITS part. 
  
So today, I’m announcing that in ANY of the areas in which the city rezones, if we find 
evidence that tenants are being harassed, we will supply those tenants with legal 
representation, at no cost, to take their case to Housing Court…to seek justice before a 
judge. 
 
Protecting our tenants – through whatever means necessary – isn’t just the moral thing 
to do.  It’s a critical step in making New York City a more affordable place for EVERYONE.  
And we should thank the City Council for their historic support of legal services for 
tenants. 
  
All of the steps on housing that I’ve spoken about today – from responsibly building UP; 
to placing new demands on developers; to providing affordable housing to New Yorkers 
who need it most; to targeting predatory landlords  – it’s all part of our new rules for 
helping people find a home they can afford. 
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Today we’ve focused on the NUMBER ONE expense in the lives of most New Yorkers.  
Reducing the expense of housing is absolutely critical to addressing the Tale of Two 
Cities.  But we’ll also fight on the other end of the equation. 
 
Because nothing does more to address income equality than actually raising people’s 
incomes.   
 
There’s one critical step that could do so much good.  RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE. 
 
Now Albany’s shown some promising signs on this subject – but for it to be more than 
just talk -- and to have a real impact on the lives of those living in New York City – we 
need more. 
 
The current minimum wage proposal simply doesn’t do enough to help New York City.  
That’s why WE will fight to raise New York City’s minimum wage to more than $13 per 
hour in 2016… while indexing the minimum wage, which would bring us to a projected 
$15 per hour by 2019.  
 
Why is indexing so important?  Because it means that hardworking New Yorkers won’t 
have to wait on new action from Albany just to keep pace with inflation.  
 
It’s difficult to overstate the positive impact this would have on working New Yorkers.  
Even for those that earn more than minimum right now, this action would create an 
upward pull on wages... an upward pull on opportunity…. and an upward pull on our 
economy.   
 
Indeed, Henry Ford – the noted leftwing “socialist” that he was – wanted the workers on 
his assembly line to be able to afford to PURCHASE the cars they worked to BUILD.  So 
he gave them a living wage.   
 
I assure you, he didn’t do it to be charitable; he did it because he knew it was good for 
business.  I’d say it worked out pretty well for old Henry.   
 
Creating more affordable housing; raising wages and benefits; strengthening our 
neighborhoods by better connecting them to jobs and opportunity – THAT is how we’ll 
take on the Tale of Two Cities. 
 
It won’t be easy.  And we know there will be critics who say it just can’t be done… that 
our destiny is to be a city for The Privileged Few…not a city for all.   
 
But New York is no stranger to facing big challenges -- and the many doubting Thomases 
-- and knows how to overcome them.  In fact, we revel in proving them wrong.    
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Thirty years ago, in his 1985 State of the City Address, Mayor Ed Koch announced what 
was an UNPRECENDENTED plan for affordable housing. 
 
He understood the transformative power of city government to revitalize whole 
communities.  His administration stated the clearly: QUOTE “we’re creating more than 
just apartments – we’re re-creating neighborhoods.”  END QUOTE 
 
There were those who said it couldn’t be done.  Historian Jonathan Soffer wrote of 
Koch’s plan:  QUOTE  "It was an extremely risky move. Some experts said at first that 
Koch's goal was 'inspirational rather than realistic.’” END QUOTE 
 
Well, let me just say, I can relate.  I’ve heard very similar criticisms.   
 
But we know now that Koch’s plan WAS realistic… in fact, it worked.   And it had a 
transcendent impact on our city.   
 
A city that was struggling and shrinking when Koch took office…turned around.  
 
And so today, WE face the challenge of a city in which more and more people want to 
live.  It’s a nice problem to have in one way, but it’s a major challenge nonetheless.   
 
We will not lose sight of WHY our city is a beacon for so many.  It’s not the cleanest 
place, nor the most tranquil.  We don’t have the best weather or many alluring natural 
landmarks.  But we have something special, something unique: an idea at our core – a 
PROMISE – that ours is a city…for EVERYONE.    
 
We are charged in our time with the sacred duty of keeping that promise… and we will 
not sit idle in the face of crisis.   
 
John F. Kennedy put it well.  He said: "There are risks and costs to a program of action. 
But they are far less than the long-range risks and costs of comfortable INACTION." 
 
Like the people this great city, our Administration is about action.   
 
And we’ll continue to lead a City government that reflects all that is great about the 
New Yorkers we are so honored to serve.   
 
Your energy invigorates us.   
 
Your compassion inspires us.   
 
Your resolve compels us to move forward.   
 
And, so – my fellow New Yorkers -- let’s get to work.  NOW.  
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Thank you very much.  God bless you all.   
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they are abt Albany: rent regs and min wage….We can still include yes?
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***
 
 
“Today we’ve focused on the number one expense in the lives of most New Yorkers. Reducing that
expense is absolutely critical to addressing the Tale of Two Cities. But we’ll also fight on the other
end of the equation. Because nothing does more to address income equality than actually raising
people’s incomes…That’s why we will fight to raise New York City’s minimum wage to more than $13
in 2016…indexing the minimum wage, which will bring us to $15 per hour by 2019."
 
***
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Thank you, Sheryl Morse, for that warm introduction.

 

Thank you to Mitchel Wallerstein for hosting us.

 

Thank you to Officer Leggio, and to Frederick Trapp of the DSNY.

 

And thank you Reverend Gabriel Salguero.

 

It’s a pleasure to be here with our city officials: First Deputy Mayor Shorris, Deputy Mayors Glen, Barrios-
Paoli, and Buery, and commissioners, community members and leaders, and our elected officials,
including Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.

 

And of course thank you to the First Lady. 

 

I want to begin by telling you a distinctly New York story. 

 

More than a hundred years ago, a young woman named Anna Briganti arrived in our city after
emigrating from Grassano, a small town in southern Italy rich in natural beauty, but scarce in
opportunities for its people.

 

Anna traded picturesque hillsides, and small town familiarity… for an apartment at 205 East 17th Street
in Manhattan, just a short walk from here…a place lacking the tranquil comforts of her childhood…a
neighborhood where few spoke her native language.



 

But Anna’s NEW home offered her something that her OLD one did not: profound possibilities to create
a better life… for herself…AND for her children. 

 

So, in the year 1910 -- a decade before our country granted women the right to vote – Anna opened an
embroidery company:  The Misses Briganti… its very name a proud symbol of single women – the “Miss-
ES” referring to her sister, and her mother, and herself – three women who started the business,
together.

 

Anna Briganti was my grandmother.  I am here because of her.  

 

My grandmother’s story – like most New York success stories – was not a fairy tale.  She did not stumble
upon success through luck or charm; she forged it with hard work and raw grit.    

 

And she lived in a place that rewarded those things in unique and powerful ways.

 

For generations, New York has been a city that unleashed human potential.

 

A place offering opportunity for EVERYONE, no matter how your life’s story began; opportunity for
innovators and visionaries to write new chapters in our history; and for parents and grandparents to
write brighter ones for the next generation.

 

And here’s the hard truth: all of that is at risk today. 

 

It’s at risk because so many who LIVE in New York struggle to AFFORD to be here.

 

And, since only half of New Yorkers speak only English at home, let me say that a different way:  

 

Por generaciones [he-ne-rah-see-oh-nes], Nueva York ha sido una ciudad que le da rienda [ree-en-dah]
suelta [soo-el-tah] al potenciál humáno.



 

Pero aquí está la dúra verdad: todo eso está hoy en riésgo [ree-es-goh].

 

Está en riesgo [ree-es-goh] porque a muchas personas que viven aquí les cuésta [qwes-tah] demasiádo
PÓDER quedárse [kay-dar-say] aquí. Nosotros querémos cambiár eso.

 

You can see it all over New York -- in the eyes of the single mother in Coney Island, working two jobs
and barely scraping together enough for a modest apartment to share with her kids.   

 

You can see it in the worn hands of the fast food worker in Washington Heights, consumed with worry
as the calendar approaches the first of the month…the day the rent is due.

 

You can see it in the furrowed brow of the senior in Rosebank on Staten Island, as she sweeps her porch
to chase away thoughts of whether she’s saved enough to stay in her small house in the only
neighborhood she’s ever called home.

 

If we do not act -- and act BOLDLY -- New York risks taking on the qualities of a gated community… A
place defined by exclusivity, rather than opportunity. And we cannot let that happen. 

 

Over the past two years, I’ve spoken about the need to take dead aim at the Tale of Two Cities, and
about our vision for creating One New York, rising together...a city where EVERYONE has a shot at the
middle class.

 

And while we have so much more work to do, 2014 was a year of great progress in our effort to address
inequality and lift up our families.

 

 

Some examples:

 

We achieved full-day Pre-K for more than 50,000 of our kids.

 



We nearly doubled enrollment in after-school programs for middle school kids in all five
boroughs.

 

By executive order, we expanded living wage coverage to 18,000 workers.

 

With the help of the City Council – and the strong leadership of my partner in government,
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito – we secured paid sick leave  for 500,000 more New Yorkers.

 

We ended the overuse of stop-and-frisk, reducing stops by over 75%.  And since we instituted
our new marijuana policy, arrests are almost down almost 65%. 

 

At the same time, thanks to our courageous men and women in uniform, we’ve not only kept New York
City safe – we’ve made it even safer.

 

Our NYPD officers helped bring the city’s crime rate to an ALL-TIME low – with the smallest
number of murders, robberies, and burglaries on record.

 

The FDNY responded to a record 1.6 MILLION emergency calls…always at the ready when New
Yorkers needed help.

 

The Correction Department made sweeping reforms, including an end to punitive segregation
for adolescents in city jails.

 

Also in 2014, we fought to keep our streets safe and clean for pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers alike.

 

We established Vision Zero -- bringing pedestrian deaths down to a level not seen since 1910.

 

We handled one of the snowiest winters our city has ever seen, with 11 winter storms in 2014.

 



And after our sanitation workers did an extraordinary job clearing our streets…our Department
of Transportation workers filled nearly a half-MILLION potholes. 

 

In 2014, we took on climate change and the damage inflicted by the extreme weather linked to it.

 

We built on the strong environmental record of the Bloomberg Administration by committing to
“80 by 50” – a dramatic, game-changing 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gases in our city by
the year 2050.  And we will be retrofitting not just some, but EVERY public building with
significant energy usage by 2025.

 

We helped repair the devastation wrought by Superstorm Sandy – beating even our ambitious
goals – with construction starting on more than 1,000 homes; and badly needed
reimbursements provided to more than 2,000 homeowners. 

 

And today, I want to make perfectly clear that EVERY reimbursement check will be in the hands
of those who need them by the end of THIS year.  From Staten Island to Canarsie to the
Rockaways, families hit by the storm have been through so much.  This Administration will
FINISH the job of helping them rebuild. 

 

In 2014, we balanced our budget in a way that was honest, responsible, and in keeping with our
progressive values.

 

We came to contract agreements with over 71% of the city’s workforce, up from ZERO the year
before – signing deals that are fair to both our city workers AND to our taxpayers.

 

We awarded $690 million in contracts to minority and women-owned businesses, a 57%
increase from the year before.

 

And we connected more New Yorkers to jobs, health care, and our social safety net.

 

We created the Tech Talent Pipeline to link New Yorkers from every borough and background to
a booming tech industry that now employs nearly 300,000 people, and is growing every day in
our city. 



We invested capital in new economic hubs to create 3,000 new jobs in the Brooklyn Navy Yard
and 1,000 new jobs at the Brooklyn Army Terminal that will be there for years to come. 

 

We announced our plan to redesign our workforce development system to arm up to 30,000

New Yorkers a year with the skills for 21st century jobs. 

                                     

We ended the fear of communities being left without critical care services when their hospitals
closed without warning – and began the process of opening half a dozen new community health
clinics.

 

We ended a ticket blitz on our small businesses, and are on track to save them $5 million in
petty fines -- money they can put towards growing and hiring.

 

With the help of the City Council, we created IDNYC– for both citizens AND undocumented New
Yorkers.  Let’s be clear: Relegating ANY New Yorker to life in the shadows is not who we are as
a city.  And I’m happy to report that -- less than a month after this program’s inception -- more
than 180,000 New Yorkers have ALREADY made an appointment to get their ID. 

 

And we began a major new effort – now led by our inspiring First Lady -- to address the gaps in
mental health coverage in New York City.  This issue is personal to Chirlane and me, and to so
many families who’ve watched loved ones fall through the cracks of an inadequate system.  I
can’t think of a smarter, stronger, more compassionate person to lead our effort to change that
than our First Lady.   Let’s thank her!

 

We opened new doors of opportunity for our young people.

 

We’ve begun to create 128 community schools – schools that serve the whole child…offering
everything from vision tests and mental health screenings…to family counseling and tutoring. 

 

We created 62 PROSE schools – a fresh, new model where teachers and principals work
together to set aside D-O-E and union rules that hinder innovation…so we can better serve our
kids.   



 

And we invested in Renewal Schools…to FIX 94 struggling schools…because EVERY child in every
neighborhood deserves a quality education.  

 

All of these things will make our neighborhoods stronger – and make life in our city better for so many. 

 

But you can’t tap into the opportunities that New York has to offer if you can’t afford to actually LIVE
here.

 

So I will say this:

 

While the state of our city is strong, we face a profound challenge.  If we fail to be a city for EVERYONE,
we risk losing what makes New York…NEW YORK.

 

And nothing more clearly expresses the inequality gap…the OPPORTUNITY gap…than the soaring cost of
housing.   

 

The math is pretty straightforward.

 

In 2014, 56 percent of rental households in New York were spending more than 30 percent of their
income on housing – up 10 points in a little more than a decade. 

 

Now spending more than 30 percent of your income on housing means you’re officially “rent-
burdened.”  That’s an apt description, since the cost of living is becoming a heavier and heavier burden -
- not just on wallets, but on hopes and aspirations, as well.  

 

So how did we end up here?

 

Part of the problem is that the city has for decades let developers write their own rules when it came to
building housing.  SOMETIMES projects included affordable housing…but far too often, they did NOT.



 

As the city expanded, our growth was guided primarily by the developers’ bottom lines.

 

That meant a bias towards luxury housing – units that fetched top dollar, but were entirely out of reach
for most New Yorkers…multi-million dollar homes that drove up rents in the neighborhoods they
occupied – all without a corresponding menu of AFFORDABLE new options.    

 

This Administration is taking a fundamentally different approach – one that not only RECOGNIZES the
need for more affordable housing…but DEMANDS it.

 

How will we do this?

 

First, we’re writing new rules… ones that MANDATE affordable housing as a condition of development in
areas re-zoned for residential use. 

 

Second, we’ll do everything in our power to KEEP those who already have affordable housing IN THEIR
HOMES.

 

And third -- since we only have so much land -- we’ll create more affordable housing by literally building
UP… adding density to appropriate parts of our city. 

 

Let me explain what that means. 

 

We are NOT embarking on a mission to build towering skyscrapers where they don’t belong.  We have a
duty to protect and preserve the culture and character of our neighborhoods, and we WILL DO SO.

 

And as we invest in more affordable housing, we will also work with communities to preserve the fabric
of neighborhoods and invest in things that great neighborhoods need -- from parks and schools…to
shops and restaurants. 

 

Now, there are some places in our city that have not yet been developed or zoned for housing, but



could be.  And by taking steps like adding residential buildings to former manufacturing sites -- or
adding some six to eight story buildings in appropriate places — we could make a fundamental
difference in neighborhoods’ affordability.  That means families staying and thriving in the
neighborhoods they love, instead of being priced out.  

 

Will this be difficult?  Of course.  But let me remind you of a difficult challenge we overcame just LAST
year. 

 

Of all the efforts we made in 2014 to address income inequality, the most prominent was our successful
bid to secure universal, full-day Pre-K – something bold and meaningful…and something that so many
pundits said we couldn't achieve. 

 

The naysayers said we would never find the funding… or the space… to give all our kids a chance. 

 

Well, thanks to the tremendous energy of parents, activists, community leaders, elected officials and
good everyday people throughout the city, we proved the cynics WRONG.

 

And when it comes to affordable housing, we will prove them wrong again.

 

In fact, we’re ALREADY doing so…ALREADY making real progress towards a more affordable New York.

 

Here’s how:

 

First, our Rent Guidelines Board passed the smallest rent increase EVER last year – helping protect
tenants from being squeezed by their landlords.

 

Second, we are following through on a plan to build and preserve affordable housing on an
unprecedented scale.   We’ve committed to the construction of 80,000 new units of affordable housing
by 2024. 

 

Let me put that in perspective: it means building new affordable units at TWICE the average annual rate



of the past 25 years. 

 

When you add that to the 120,000 units that our plan preserves, it means affordable housing for a half
MILLION New Yorkers…more than the entire population of the city of Miami.  Take THAT, Miami!

 

This is what our housing plan does.  It’s real.  Those here…can pick up a copy.  And anyone can read it
online at NYC.gov.

 

And we’re ALREADY putting this plan into action.  Our goal for 2014 was to create and preserve 16,000
units.  We beat that goal -- achieving 17,300 affordable units last year alone. 

 

Third, because it’s been projected that New York City will be home to nine MILLION people by 2040,
we’re pursuing EVERY kind of housing.

 

Increasing the overall supply of housing is critical to serving New Yorkers at all income levels -- and to
assuring we can accommodate the workforce who will continue to grow our economy.

 

So we plan for the construction of 160,000 market rate units as well.    

 

All told, our plan will create hundreds of thousands of construction jobs – and over 20,000 permanent
jobs.

 

Fourth, we’re cutting red tape to speed up our progress. 

 

To expedite the right kind of development, we must expedite the development process. 

 

What we need, and what we will have, is fundamental reform at the Department of Buildings.  This
agency must better serve its customers – including thousands of small businesses that drive our
economy.  We’ll speed up inspections and cut bureaucracy, so that more jobs can be created and more
housing can be built. 

 



Fifth -- for the first time in New York City history, we are creating a Mandatory Inclusionary Zoning
requirement that will apply to ALL major residential re-zonings.

 

This is a big one.  Listen to this. 

 

In EVERY major rezoning development, we will REQUIRE developers to include affordable housing.  Not
as an option.  As a precondition.

 

Want to see this approach in action?  Look at Astoria Cove in Queens. As a result of this Administration’s
framework  -- and the City Council’s tough negotiations -- 465 units of affordable housing will be
created this site alone. 

 

That’s 465 families who no longer have to choose between living in the city they call home, or finding
another city they CAN afford.  It means that hundreds of kids will live and learn and grow in OUR city.

 

Astoria Cove is a site in which previous City re-zoning policy wouldn’t have required ANY units of
affordable housing.  ZERO.  That was, in fact, the original plan.  

 

So if you want to see the difference that our approach is already making – it’s the difference between
465...and zero…on one site alone.

 

And there are many MORE re-zonings like this coming soon to neighborhoods across the five boroughs
– from East New York to Long Island City; from Flushing West to East Harlem; from downtown Staten
Island to the Jerome Avenue Corridor in the Bronx.

 

Each of these efforts will make our neighborhoods stronger and more affordable. 

 

And here’s one that will be a game-changer when it comes to keeping our city affordable for thousands
of New York families: Sunnyside Yards. 

 



Right now, there are 200 acres of land in the heart of Queens, land that exists in the form of a rail yard –
and ONLY a rail yard.  But the fact is, those tracks could easily exist underground – allowing us to build
housing – much of it affordable -- above them.   

 

At Sunnyside Yards, we’ll work with the community and local elected officials to create a plan that
incorporates what diverse and dynamic neighborhoods need -- access to transportation, parks, schools,
retail stores, and job opportunities.

 

Our approach is not entirely novel.  Developments that prioritize affordability and livability HAVE been
built before -- from Starrett City to Co-Op City to Stuy Town.

 

And these developments created affordability on a grand scale.   

 

Stuy Town, when it opened in 1947 provided our city with 11,250 affordable apartments… a community
where trees and parks, and shops dotted a landscape from which residents could actually see the sky.   

 

We’re bringing that same kind of scale -- and a real sense of urgency -- to Sunnyside Yards…and setting
the same exact goal of 11,250 affordable units, as part of a neighborhood that anyone would be proud
to call home. 

 

And in contrast to the recent history of Stuy Town, we’re going to make sure that affordable housing at
Sunnyside Yards STAYS that way.

 

To paraphrase one of my former employers, it takes a village to build a neighborhood.  So we look
forward to partnering with Amtrak and the MTA in this extraordinary effort at Sunnyside Yards. 

 

Another transformative opportunity lies in the Lower Concourse neighborhood on the waterfront in the
South Bronx, a section of our city that was for so long synonymous with urban decay. 

 

But the South Bronx is coming back strong, and waterfront development will be a big step forward.    

 



When we look at this project, we don’t think about what USED to define the Bronx; we think about all
that WILL define the Bronx in the future.    

 

With a $200 million capital investment, we can stimulate the development of 4,000 new units of housing
– much of it affordable -- and provide the parks, schools, and commercial development that support a
growing, thriving population.

 

We look forward to partnering with Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and our colleagues in government to
make an investment that will bring hope and opportunity to a place with enormous potential.

 

And speaking of potential, let’s talk about the Rockaways.  

 

Battered by years of economic distress even before Sandy’s gale force winds struck, there’s no place in
our city that has persevered through more. 

 

Our plan will jumpstart the process of acquiring underutilized properties in the Rockaways – areas
blighted or vacant for decades – as we look to create new, affordable housing for thousands there.

 

We must also remember that transportation is central to the mission of providing affordable housing
and services -- connecting neighborhoods in the five boroughs to New York’s largest job centers.

 

For years, the conventional wisdom has been that certain neighborhoods are doomed to isolation
because of their geography.

 

Today, if you live in one of those neighborhoods – the Rockaways or Red Hook or Soundview, among
others -- a job in Manhattan can easily mean an hour or more of commuting, even when the skyline is
visible from your home.  You can actually SEE opportunity, but practically speaking, it’s very far away. 

 

We are going to change that.

 

Today, we announce that we’re launching a new citywide ferry service to be open for business in 2017.  



New ferry rides will be priced the same as a MetroCard fare, so ferries will be as affordable to everyday
New Yorkers as our subways and buses. …. so residents of the Rockaways and Red Hook and Soundview
will now be closer to the opportunities they need. 

 

And beyond connecting residents to jobs in Manhattan, our new citywide ferry system will spur the
development of new commercial corridors throughout the outer boroughs. 

 

We will also expand Bus Rapid Transit – or B-R-T – serving 400,000 New Yorkers along key
thoroughfares like Utica Avenue in Brooklyn, and Woodhaven Boulevard in Queens… completing a
network of 20 routes over the next four years.   B-R-T will cut transit time on existing routes by 15-25%. 
That means New Yorkers spending less time in transit and more time living their lives.   

 

That’s the KIND of housing that we’ll build.

 

Let’s talk about some of the PEOPLE we’re fighting to help.

 

First, our veterans.  We commit to ENDING chronic veterans homelessness by the end of this year.
 Those who fight to protect our freedom abroad should NEVER be left without a home.  

 

Second, our seniors.  We’re providing 10,000 units of affordable housing for – New Yorkers who have
worked hard all of their lives, and deserve to retire in dignity.  Women and men who live on fixed
incomes have little recourse when housing costs go up.  They need our help, and they will get it.

 

Third, artists.  We know that New York is the city it is today in part because of the contributions from
generations of artistic visionaries who at one point struggled to make ends meet.

 

So we’ll provide 1500 units of affordable live/work housing for the artists and musicians who make New
York culture so vibrant….  as well as 500 dedicated affordable workspaces for the cultural community. 

 

These folks bring joy to everyday New Yorkers; and inspire young people to pursue their natural talents
in professions that often don’t promise a big paycheck.  They also help make our city a mecca for
tourists, and are one of the reasons why a record number of people  -- 56.4 MILLION -- visited New York
last year. 



 

But whether or not you’re a veteran, a senior, or an artist, you’ve likely felt the pinch of skyrocketing
housing costs in our city.

 

That’s due in part to a phenomenon that everybody sees, everybody feels – but nobody wants to really
talk about: gentrification.

 

Ask 8.4 million New Yorkers what they think about gentrification, and you’ll get 8.4 million opinions.

 

Clearly, there’s good and there’s bad.

 

First, the good.

 

After two decades of steadily declining crime, people are excited to come to New York…about investing
in our city.

 

With that influx of people and resources comes jobs and amenities...more activity…safer streets.

 

The PROBLEM comes when we reach the tipping point…when New Yorkers get PRICED OUT of their own
neighborhoods.

 

In the past, we’ve been told: sorry – there’s nothing you can do about that.   You can either have a safe
and clean neighborhood – OR you can have one you can afford.  Not both.

 

Well, as my grandmother might say, that’s una cavolata!"

 

We CAN act, and we MUST.

 



You see, New York City’s last twenty years has had its share of bad actors.

 

First, there are the slumlords – the folks who refuse to make repairs…letting housing decay…making
apartments uninhabitable.

 

Then, there are predatory landlords – the people who take advantage of a red-hot real estate market –
employing ugly tactics to push out moderate-income tenants to make room for wealthier ones.

 

These predatory landlords harass tenants by, say, intermittently turning off the heat or hot water, or by
refusing to address simple matters of safety or sanitation.

 

That doesn’t just violate the law; it violates our values as New Yorkers.

 

And we have tools to address these things.

 

When I was Public Advocate, we published the Worst Landlords Watchlist – targeting those who refused
to make simple repairs to the units they controlled.

 

It helped spur change, with hundreds of buildings coming off the list after making needed
improvements…and thousands of tenants getting the repairs they needed.  I applaud Public Advocate
Tish James for energetically continuing this effort.

 

And there’s MORE we can do.

 

Albany has responsibility for enforcing our rent laws, but too often that doesn't happen. We need
Albany to step up and enforce the laws aggressively. NOW.

 

Every day in this city, people are losing their homes unfairly. Albany cannot wait -- we need help right
now.

 



And we need stronger rent regulations that reflect today's New York.

 

To preserve our city as a place for everyone, we need to do more than ever to protect the one million
rent-regulated apartments in New York. For so many, it's the only way they make ends meet…and the
only path to the middle class.

 

If Albany truly believes in opportunity for all, they will strengthen our rent laws in 2015.

 

If they cannot do that, then we call on the State to provide the funding to help tenants…help
THEMSELVES – by providing free legal services to victims of landlord neglect or harassment.

 

And even while we’re calling on Albany to step up, the City will do ITS part.

 

So today, I’m announcing that in ANY of the areas in which the city rezones, if we find evidence that
tenants are being harassed, we will supply those tenants with legal representation, at no cost, to take
their case to Housing Court…to seek justice before a judge.

 

Protecting our tenants – through whatever means necessary – isn’t just the moral thing to do.  It’s a
critical step in making New York City a more affordable place for EVERYONE.  And we should thank the
City Council for their historic support of legal services for tenants.

 

All of the steps on housing that I’ve spoken about today – from responsibly building UP; to placing new
demands on developers; to providing affordable housing to New Yorkers who need it most; to targeting
predatory landlords  – it’s all part of our new rules for helping people find a home they can afford.

 

Today we’ve focused on the NUMBER ONE expense in the lives of most New Yorkers.  Reducing the
expense of housing is absolutely critical to addressing the Tale of Two Cities.  But we’ll also fight on the
other end of the equation.

 

Because nothing does more to address income equality than actually raising people’s incomes. 

 



There’s one critical step that could do so much good.  RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE.

 

Now Albany’s shown some promising signs on this subject – but for it to be more than just talk -- and to
have a real impact on the lives of those living in New York City – we need more.

 

The current minimum wage proposal simply doesn’t do enough to help New York City.  That’s why WE
will fight to raise New York City’s minimum wage to more than $13 per hour in 2016… while indexing the
minimum wage, which would bring us to a projected $15 per hour by 2019.

 

Why is indexing so important?  Because it means that hardworking New Yorkers won’t have to wait on
new action from Albany just to keep pace with inflation.

 

It’s difficult to overstate the positive impact this would have on working New Yorkers.  Even for those
that earn more than minimum right now, this action would create an upward pull on wages... an upward
pull on opportunity…. and an upward pull on our economy. 

 

Indeed, Henry Ford – the noted leftwing “socialist” that he was – wanted the workers on his assembly
line to be able to afford to PURCHASE the cars they worked to BUILD.  So he gave them a living wage. 

 

I assure you, he didn’t do it to be charitable; he did it because he knew it was good for business.  I’d say
it worked out pretty well for old Henry. 

 

Creating more affordable housing; raising wages and benefits; strengthening our neighborhoods by
better connecting them to jobs and opportunity – THAT is how we’ll take on the Tale of Two Cities.

 

It won’t be easy.  And we know there will be critics who say it just can’t be done… that our destiny is to
be a city for The Privileged Few…not a city for all. 

 

But New York is no stranger to facing big challenges -- and the many doubting Thomases --  and knows
how to overcome them.  In fact, we revel in proving them wrong.   

 



Thirty years ago, in his 1985 State of the City Address, Mayor Ed Koch announced what was an
UNPRECENDENTED plan for affordable housing.

 

He understood the transformative power of city government to revitalize whole communities.  His
administration stated the clearly: QUOTE “we’re creating more than just apartments – we’re re-creating
neighborhoods.”  END QUOTE

 

There were those who said it couldn’t be done.  Historian Jonathan Soffer wrote of Koch’s plan:  QUOTE
 "It was an extremely risky move. Some experts said at first that Koch's goal was 'inspirational rather
than realistic.’” END QUOTE

 

Well, let me just say, I can relate.  I’ve heard very similar criticisms. 

 

But we know now that Koch’s plan WAS realistic… in fact, it worked.   And it had a transcendent impact
on our city. 

 

A city that was struggling and shrinking when Koch took office…turned around.

 

And so today, WE face the challenge of a city in which more and more people want to live.  It’s a nice
problem to have in one way, but it’s a major challenge nonetheless. 

 

We will not lose sight of WHY our city is a beacon for so many.  It’s not the cleanest place, nor the most
tranquil.  We don’t have the best weather or many alluring natural landmarks.  But we have something
special, something unique: an idea at our core – a PROMISE – that ours is a city…for EVERYONE.  

 

We are charged in our time with the sacred duty of keeping that promise… and we will not sit idle in the
face of crisis. 

 

John F. Kennedy put it well.  He said: "There are risks and costs to a program of action. But they are far
less than the long-range risks and costs of comfortable INACTION."

 



Like the people this great city, our Administration is about action. 

 

And we’ll continue to lead a City government that reflects all that is great about the New Yorkers we are
so honored to serve. 

 

Your energy invigorates us. 

 

Your compassion inspires us.  

 

Your resolve compels us to move forward. 

 

And, so – my fellow New Yorkers -- let’s get to work.  NOW.

 

Thank you very much.  God bless you all.  



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







 
Thank you, Sheryl Morse, for that warm introduction.
 
Thank you to Mitchel Wallerstein for hosting us.
 
Thank you to Officer Leggio, and to Frederick Trapp of the DSNY.
 
And thank you Reverend Gabriel Salguero.
 
It’s a pleasure to be here with our city officials: First Deputy Mayor 
Shorris, Deputy Mayors Glen, Barrios-Paoli, and Buery, and 
commissioners, community members and leaders, and our elected 
officials, including Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.
 
And of course thank you to the First Lady. 
 
I want to begin by telling you a distinctly New York story. 
 
More than a hundred years ago, a young woman named Anna 
Briganti arrived in our city after emigrating from Grassano, a small 
town in southern Italy rich in natural beauty, but scarce in 
opportunities for its people.
 
Anna traded picturesque hillsides, and small town familiarity… for 

an apartment at 205 East 17th Street in Manhattan, just a short 
walk from here…a place lacking the tranquil comforts of her 
childhood…a neighborhood where few spoke her native language.
 
But Anna’s NEW home offered her something that her OLD one did 
not: profound possibilities to create a better life… for herself…AND 
for her children. 
 
So, in the year 1910 -- a decade before our country granted women 
the right to vote – Anna opened an embroidery company:  The 
Misses Briganti… its very name a proud symbol of single women – 
the “Miss-ES” referring to her sister, and her mother, and herself – 
three women who started the business, together.
 
Anna Briganti was my grandmother.  I am here because of her.  
 
My grandmother’s story – like most New York success stories – was 
not a fairy tale.  She did not stumble upon success through luck or 



charm; she forged it with hard work and raw grit.    
 
And she lived in a place that rewarded those things in unique and 
powerful ways.
 
For generations, New York has been a city that unleashed human 
potential.
 
A place offering opportunity for EVERYONE, no matter how your 
life’s story began; opportunity for innovators and visionaries to 
write new chapters in our history; and for parents and grandparents 
to write brighter ones for the next generation.
 
And here’s the hard truth: all of that is at risk today. 
 
It’s at risk because so many who LIVE in New York struggle to 
AFFORD to be here.
 
And, since only half of New Yorkers speak only English at home, let 
me say that a different way:  
 
Por generaciones [he-ne-rah-see-oh-nes], Nueva York ha sido una 
ciudad que le da rienda [ree-en-dah] suelta [soo-el-tah] al potenciál 
humáno.
 
Pero aquí está la dúra verdad: todo eso está hoy en riésgo [ree-es-
goh].
 
Está en riesgo [ree-es-goh] porque a muchas personas que viven 
aquí les cuésta [qwes-tah] demasiádo PÓDER quedárse [kay-dar-say] 
aquí. Nosotros querémos cambiár eso.
 
You can see it all over New York -- in the eyes of the single mother 
in Coney Island, working two jobs and barely scraping together 
enough for a modest apartment to share with her kids.   
 
You can see it in the worn hands of the fast food worker in 
Washington Heights, consumed with worry as the calendar 
approaches the first of the month…the day the rent is due.
 
You can see it in the furrowed brow of the senior in Rosebank on 



Staten Island, as she sweeps her porch to chase away thoughts of 
whether she’s saved enough to stay in her small house in the only 
neighborhood she’s ever called home.
 
If we do not act -- and act BOLDLY -- New York risks taking on the 
qualities of a gated community… A place defined by exclusivity, 
rather than opportunity. And we cannot let that happen. 
 
Over the past two years, I’ve spoken about the need to take dead 
aim at the Tale of Two Cities, and about our vision for creating One 
New York, rising together...a city where EVERYONE has a shot at the 
middle class.
 
And while we have so much more work to do, 2014 was a year of 
great progress in our effort to address inequality and lift up our 
families.
 
 
Some examples:
 

We achieved full-day Pre-K for more than 50,000 of our 
kids.

 
We nearly doubled enrollment in after-school programs for 
middle school kids in all five boroughs.

 
By executive order, we expanded living wage coverage to 
18,000 workers.
 
With the help of the City Council – and the strong 
leadership of my partner in government, Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito – we secured paid sick leave for 500,000 
more New Yorkers.

 
We ended the overuse of stop-and-frisk, reducing stops by 
over 75%.  And since we instituted our new marijuana policy, 
arrests are almost down almost 65%. 

 
At the same time, thanks to our courageous men and women in 
uniform, we’ve not only kept New York City safe – we’ve made it 
even safer.
 



Our NYPD officers helped bring the city’s crime rate to an 
ALL-TIME low – with the smallest number of murders, 
robberies, and burglaries on record.

 
The FDNY responded to a record 1.6 MILLION emergency 
calls…always at the ready when New Yorkers needed help.
 
The Correction Department made sweeping reforms, 
including an end to punitive segregation for adolescents in 
city jails.

 
Also in 2014, we fought to keep our streets safe and clean for 
pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers alike.
 

We established Vision Zero -- bringing pedestrian deaths 
down to a level not seen since 1910.

 
We handled one of the snowiest winters our city has ever 
seen, with 11 winter storms in 2014.

 
And after our sanitation workers did an extraordinary job 
clearing our streets…our Department of Transportation 
workers filled nearly a half-MILLION potholes. 

 
In 2014, we took on climate change and the damage inflicted by the 
extreme weather linked to it.
 

We built on the strong environmental record of the 
Bloomberg Administration by committing to “80 by 50” – a 
dramatic, game-changing 80 percent reduction in 
greenhouse gases in our city by the year 2050.  And we will 
be retrofitting not just some, but EVERY public building with 
significant energy usage by 2025.

 
We helped repair the devastation wrought by Superstorm 
Sandy – beating even our ambitious goals – with 
construction starting on more than 1,000 homes; and badly 
needed reimbursements provided to more than 2,000 
homeowners. 
 
And today, I want to make perfectly clear that EVERY 
reimbursement check will be in the hands of those who 



need them by the end of THIS year.  From Staten Island to 
Canarsie to the Rockaways, families hit by the storm have 
been through so much.  This Administration will FINISH the 
job of helping them rebuild. 

 
In 2014, we balanced our budget in a way that was honest, 
responsible, and in keeping with our progressive values.
 

We came to contract agreements with over 71% of the city’s 
workforce, up from ZERO the year before – signing deals 
that are fair to both our city workers AND to our taxpayers.

 
We awarded $690 million in contracts to minority and 
women-owned businesses, a 57% increase from the year 
before.

 
And we connected more New Yorkers to jobs, health care, and our 
social safety net.
 

We created the Tech Talent Pipeline to link New Yorkers 
from every borough and background to a booming tech 
industry that now employs nearly 300,000 people, and is 
growing every day in our city. 

We invested capital in new economic hubs to create 3,000 
new jobs in the Brooklyn Navy Yard and 1,000 new jobs at 
the Brooklyn Army Terminal that will be there for years to 
come. 

 
We announced our plan to redesign our workforce 
development system to arm up to 30,000 New Yorkers a 

year with the skills for 21st century jobs. 
                                     

We ended the fear of communities being left without critical 
care services when their hospitals closed without warning – 
and began the process of opening half a dozen new 
community health clinics.

 
We ended a ticket blitz on our small businesses, and are on 
track to save them $5 million in petty fines -- money they 
can put towards growing and hiring.



 
With the help of the City Council, we created IDNYC– for 
both citizens AND undocumented New Yorkers.  Let’s be 
clear: Relegating ANY New Yorker to life in the shadows is 
not who we are as a city.  And I’m happy to report that -- 
less than a month after this program’s inception -- more 
than 180,000 New Yorkers have ALREADY made an 
appointment to get their ID. 

 
And we began a major new effort – now led by our inspiring 
First Lady -- to address the gaps in mental health coverage in 
New York City.  This issue is personal to Chirlane and me, 
and to so many families who’ve watched loved ones fall 
through the cracks of an inadequate system.  I can’t think of 
a smarter, stronger, more compassionate person to lead our 
effort to change that than our First Lady.   Let’s thank her!
 

We opened new doors of opportunity for our young people.
 

We’ve begun to create 128 community schools – schools 
that serve the whole child…offering everything from vision 
tests and mental health screenings…to family counseling and 
tutoring. 

 
We created 62 PROSE schools – a fresh, new model where 
teachers and principals work together to set aside D-O-E and 
union rules that hinder innovation…so we can better serve 
our kids.   
 
And we invested in Renewal Schools…to FIX 94 struggling 
schools…because EVERY child in every neighborhood 
deserves a quality education.  

 
All of these things will make our neighborhoods stronger – and 
make life in our city better for so many. 
 
But you can’t tap into the opportunities that New York has to offer 
if you can’t afford to actually LIVE here.
 
So I will say this:
 
While the state of our city is strong, we face a profound challenge.  



If we fail to be a city for EVERYONE, we risk losing what makes New 
York…NEW YORK.
 
And nothing more clearly expresses the inequality gap…the 
OPPORTUNITY gap…than the soaring cost of housing.   
 
The math is pretty straightforward.
 
In 2014, 56 percent of rental households in New York were 
spending more than 30 percent of their income on housing – up 10 
points in a little more than a decade. 
 
Now spending more than 30 percent of your income on housing 
means you’re officially “rent-burdened.”  That’s an apt description, 
since the cost of living is becoming a heavier and heavier burden -- 
not  just on wallets, but on hopes and aspirations, as well.  
 
So how did we end up here?
 
Part of the problem is that the city has for decades let developers 
write their own rules when it came to building housing.  
SOMETIMES projects included affordable housing…but far too often, 
they did NOT.
 
As the city expanded, our growth was guided primarily by the 
developers’ bottom lines.
 
That meant a bias towards luxury housing – units that fetched top 
dollar, but were entirely out of reach for most New Yorkers…multi-
million dollar homes that drove up rents in the neighborhoods they 
occupied – all without a corresponding menu of AFFORDABLE new 
options.    
 
This Administration is taking a fundamentally different approach – 
one that not only RECOGNIZES the need for more affordable 
housing…but DEMANDS it.
 
How will we do this?
 
First, we’re writing new rules… ones that MANDATE affordable 
housing as a condition of development in areas re-zoned for 



residential use. 
 
Second, we’ll do everything in our power to KEEP those who already 
have affordable housing IN THEIR HOMES.
 
And third -- since we only have so much land -- we’ll create more 
affordable housing by literally building UP… adding density to 
appropriate parts of our city. 
 
Let me explain what that means. 
 
We are NOT embarking on a mission to build towering skyscrapers 
where they don’t belong.  We have a duty to protect and preserve 
the culture and character of our neighborhoods, and we WILL DO 
SO.
 
And as we invest in more affordable housing, we will also work with 
communities to preserve the fabric of neighborhoods and invest in 
things that great neighborhoods need -- from parks and schools…to 
shops and restaurants. 
 
Now, there are some places in our city that have not yet been 
developed or zoned for housing, but could be.  And by taking steps 
like adding residential buildings to former manufacturing sites -- or 
adding some six to eight story buildings in appropriate places — we 
could make a fundamental difference in neighborhoods’ 
affordability.  That means families staying and thriving in the 
neighborhoods they love, instead of being priced out.  
 
Will this be difficult?  Of course.  But let me remind you of a 
difficult challenge we overcame just LAST year. 
 
Of all the efforts we made in 2014 to address income inequality, the 
most prominent was our successful bid to secure universal, full-day 
Pre-K – something bold and meaningful…and something that so 
many pundits said we couldn't achieve. 
 
The naysayers said we would never find the funding… or the space… 
to give all our kids a chance. 
 
Well, thanks to the tremendous energy of parents, activists, 
community leaders, elected officials and good everyday people 



throughout the city, we proved the cynics WRONG.
 
And when it comes to affordable housing, we will prove them 
wrong again.
 
In fact, we’re ALREADY doing so…ALREADY making real progress 
towards a more affordable New York.
 
Here’s how:
 
First, our Rent Guidelines Board passed the smallest rent increase 
EVER last year – helping protect tenants from being squeezed by 
their landlords.
 
Second, we are following through on a plan to build and preserve 
affordable housing on an unprecedented scale.   We’ve committed 
to the construction of 80,000 new units of affordable housing by 
2024. 
 
Let me put that in perspective: it means building new affordable 
units at TWICE the average annual rate of the past 25 years. 
 
When you add that to the 120,000 units that our plan preserves, it 
means affordable housing for a half MILLION New Yorkers…more 
than the entire population of the city of Miami.  Take THAT, Miami!
 
This is what our housing plan does.  It’s real.  Those here…can pick 
up a copy.  And anyone can read it online at NYC.gov.
 
And we’re ALREADY putting this plan into action.  Our goal for 2014 
was to create and preserve 16,000 units.  We beat that goal -- 
achieving 17,300 affordable units last year alone. 
 
Third, because it’s been projected that New York City will be home 
to nine MILLION people by 2040, we’re pursuing EVERY kind of 
housing.
 
Increasing the overall supply of housing is critical to serving New 
Yorkers at all income levels -- and to assuring we can accommodate 
the workforce who will continue to grow our economy.
 
So we plan for the construction of 160,000 market rate units as 



well.    
 
All told, our plan will create hundreds of thousands of construction 
jobs – and over 20,000 permanent jobs.
 
Fourth, we’re cutting red tape to speed up our progress. 
 
To expedite the right kind of development, we must expedite the 
development process. 
 
What we need, and what we will have, is fundamental reform at 
the Department of Buildings.  This agency must better serve its 
customers – including thousands of small businesses that drive our 
economy.  We’ll speed up inspections and cut bureaucracy, so that 
more jobs can be created and more housing can be built. 
 
Fifth -- for the first time in New York City history, we are creating a 
Mandatory Inclusionary Zoning requirement that will apply to ALL 
major residential re-zonings.
 
This is a big one.  Listen to this. 
 
In EVERY major rezoning development, we will REQUIRE developers 
to include affordable housing.  Not as an option.  As a precondition.
 
Want to see this approach in action?  Look at Astoria Cove in 
Queens. As a result of this Administration’s framework  -- and the 
City Council’s tough negotiations -- 465 units of affordable housing 
will be created this site alone. 
 
That’s 465 families who no longer have to choose between living in 
the city they call home, or finding another city they CAN afford.  It 
means that hundreds of kids will live and learn and grow in OUR 
city. 
 
Astoria Cove is a site in which previous City re-zoning policy 
wouldn’t have required ANY units of affordable housing.  ZERO.  
That was, in fact, the original plan.  
 
So if you want to see the difference that our approach is already 
making – it’s the difference between 465...and zero…on one site 
alone.



 
And there are many MORE re-zonings like this coming soon to 
neighborhoods across the five boroughs – from East New York to 
Long Island City; from Flushing West to East Harlem; from 
downtown Staten Island to the Jerome Avenue Corridor in the 
Bronx.
 
Each of these efforts will make our neighborhoods stronger and 
more affordable. 
 
And here’s one that will be a game-changer when it comes to 
keeping our city affordable for thousands of New York families: 
Sunnyside Yards. 
 
Right now, there are 200 acres of land in the heart of Queens, land 
that exists in the form of a rail yard – and ONLY a rail yard.  But the 
fact is, those tracks could easily exist underground – allowing us to 
build housing – much of it affordable -- above them.   
 
At Sunnyside Yards, we’ll work with the community and local 
elected officials to create a plan that incorporates what diverse and 
dynamic neighborhoods need -- access to transportation, parks, 
schools, retail stores, and job opportunities.
 
Our approach is not entirely novel.  Developments that prioritize 
affordability and livability HAVE been built before -- from Starrett 
City to Co-Op City to Stuy Town.
 
And these developments created affordability on a grand scale.   
 
Stuy Town, when it opened in 1947 provided our city with 11,250 
affordable apartments… a community where trees and parks, and 
shops dotted a landscape from which residents could actually see 
the sky.   
 
We’re bringing that same kind of scale -- and a real sense of 
urgency -- to Sunnyside Yards…and setting the same exact goal of 
11,250 affordable units, as part of a neighborhood that anyone 
would be proud to call home. 
 
And in contrast to the recent history of Stuy Town, we’re going to 



make sure that affordable housing at Sunnyside Yards STAYS that 
way.
 
To paraphrase one of my former employers, it takes a village to 
build a neighborhood.  So we look forward to partnering with 
Amtrak and the MTA in this extraordinary effort at Sunnyside Yards. 
 
Another transformative opportunity lies in the Lower Concourse 
neighborhood on the waterfront in the South Bronx, a section of 
our city that was for so long synonymous with urban decay. 
 
But the South Bronx is coming back strong, and waterfront 
development will be a big step forward.    
 
When we look at this project, we don’t think about what USED to 
define the Bronx; we think about all that WILL define the Bronx in 
the future.    
 
With a $200 million capital investment, we can stimulate the 
development of 4,000 new units of housing – much of it affordable 
-- and provide the parks, schools, and commercial development that 
support a growing, thriving population.
 
We look forward to partnering with Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
and our colleagues in government to make an investment that will 
bring hope and opportunity to a place with enormous potential.
 
And speaking of potential, let’s talk about the Rockaways.  
 
Battered by years of economic distress even before Sandy’s gale 
force winds struck, there’s no place in our city that has persevered 
through more. 
 
Our plan will jumpstart the process of acquiring underutilized 
properties in the Rockaways – areas blighted or vacant for decades 
– as we look to create new, affordable housing for thousands there.
 
We must also remember that transportation is central to the 
mission of providing affordable housing and services -- connecting 
neighborhoods in the five boroughs to New York’s largest job 
centers.
 



For years, the conventional wisdom has been that certain 
neighborhoods are doomed to isolation because of their geography.
 
Today, if you live in one of those neighborhoods – the Rockaways or 
Red Hook or Soundview, among others -- a job in Manhattan can 
easily mean an hour or more of commuting, even when the skyline 
is visible from your home.  You can actually SEE opportunity, but 
practically speaking, it’s very far away. 
 
We are going to change that.
 
Today, we announce that we’re launching a new citywide ferry 
service to be open for business in 2017.   New ferry rides will be 
priced the same as a MetroCard fare, so ferries will be as affordable 
to everyday New Yorkers as our subways and buses. …. so residents 
of the Rockaways and Red Hook and Soundview will now be closer 
to the opportunities they need. 
 
And beyond connecting residents to jobs in Manhattan, our new 
citywide ferry system will spur the development of new commercial 
corridors throughout the outer boroughs. 
 
We will also expand Bus Rapid Transit – or B-R-T – serving 400,000 
New Yorkers along key thoroughfares like Utica Avenue in Brooklyn, 
and Woodhaven Boulevard in Queens… completing a network of 20 
routes over the next four years.   B-R-T will cut transit time on 
existing routes by 15-25%.  That means New Yorkers spending less 
time in transit and more time living their lives.   
 
That’s the KIND of housing that we’ll build.
 
Let’s talk about some of the PEOPLE we’re fighting to help.
 
First, our veterans.  We commit to ENDING chronic veterans 
homelessness by the end of this year.  Those who fight to protect 
our freedom abroad should NEVER be left without a home.  
 
Second, our seniors.  We’re providing 10,000 units of affordable 
housing for – New Yorkers who have worked hard all of their lives, 
and deserve to retire in dignity.  Women and men who live on fixed 
incomes have little recourse when housing costs go up.  They need 



our help, and they will get it.
 
Third, artists.  We know that New York is the city it is today in part 
because of the contributions from generations of artistic visionaries 
who at one point struggled to make ends meet.
 
So we’ll provide 1500 units of affordable live/work housing for the 
artists and musicians who make New York culture so vibrant….  as 
well as 500 dedicated affordable workspaces for the cultural 
community. 
 
These folks bring joy to everyday New Yorkers; and inspire young 
people to pursue their natural talents in professions that often don’t 
promise a big paycheck.  They also help make our city a mecca for 
tourists, and are one of the reasons why a record number of people  
-- 56.4 MILLION -- visited New York last year. 
 
But whether or not you’re a veteran, a senior, or an artist, you’ve 
likely felt the pinch of skyrocketing housing costs in our city.
 
That’s due in part to a phenomenon that everybody sees, everybody 
feels – but nobody wants to really talk about: gentrification.
 
Ask 8.4 million New Yorkers what they think about gentrification, 
and you’ll get 8.4 million opinions.
 
Clearly, there’s good and there’s bad.
 
First, the good.
 
After two decades of steadily declining crime, people are excited to 
come to New York…about investing in our city.
 
With that influx of people and resources comes jobs and 
amenities...more activity…safer streets.
 
The PROBLEM comes when we reach the tipping point…when New 
Yorkers get PRICED OUT of their own neighborhoods.
 
In the past, we’ve been told: sorry – there’s nothing you can do 
about that.   You can either have a safe and clean neighborhood – 



OR you can have one you can afford.  Not both.
 
Well, as my grandmother might say, that’s una cavolata!"
 
We CAN act, and we MUST.
 
You see, New York City’s last twenty years has had its share of bad 
actors.
 
First, there are the slumlords – the folks who refuse to make 
repairs…letting housing decay…making apartments uninhabitable.
 
Then, there are predatory landlords – the people who take 
advantage of a red-hot real estate market – employing ugly tactics 
to push out moderate-income tenants to make room for wealthier 
ones.
 
These predatory landlords harass tenants by, say, intermittently 
turning off the heat or hot water, or by refusing to address simple 
matters of safety or sanitation.
 
That doesn’t just violate the law; it violates our values as New 
Yorkers.
 
And we have tools to address these things.
 
When I was Public Advocate, we published the Worst Landlords 
Watchlist – targeting those who refused to make simple repairs to 
the units they controlled.
 
It helped spur change, with hundreds of buildings coming off the 
list after making needed improvements…and thousands of tenants 
getting the repairs they needed.  I applaud Public Advocate Tish 
James for energetically continuing this effort.
 
And there’s MORE we can do.
 
Albany has responsibility for enforcing our rent laws, but too often 
that doesn't happen. We need Albany to step up and enforce the 
laws aggressively. NOW.
 



Every day in this city, people are losing their homes unfairly. Albany 
cannot wait -- we need help right now.
 
And we need stronger rent regulations that reflect today's New 
York.
 
To preserve our city as a place for everyone, we need to do more 
than ever to protect the one million rent-regulated apartments in 
New York. For so many, it's the only way they make ends meet…
and the only path to the middle class.
 
If Albany truly believes in opportunity for all, they will strengthen 
our rent laws in 2015.
 
If they cannot do that, then we call on the State to provide the 
funding to help tenants…help THEMSELVES – by providing free legal 
services to victims of landlord neglect or harassment.
 
And even while we’re calling on Albany to step up, the City will do 
ITS part.
 
So today, I’m announcing that in ANY of the areas in which the city 
rezones, if we find evidence that tenants are being harassed, we will 
supply those tenants with legal representation, at no cost, to take 
their case to Housing Court…to seek justice before a judge.
 
Protecting our tenants – through whatever means necessary – isn’t 
just the moral thing to do.  It’s a critical step in making New York 
City a more affordable place for EVERYONE.  And we should thank 
the City Council for their historic support of legal services for 
tenants.
 
All of the steps on housing that I’ve spoken about today – from 
responsibly building UP; to placing new demands on developers; to 
providing affordable housing to New Yorkers who need it most; to 
targeting predatory landlords  – it’s all part of our new rules for 
helping people find a home they can afford.
 
Today we’ve focused on the NUMBER ONE expense in the lives of 
most New Yorkers.  Reducing the expense of housing is absolutely 
critical to addressing the Tale of Two Cities.  But we’ll also fight on 



the other end of the equation.
 
Because nothing does more to address income equality than 
actually raising people’s incomes. 
 
There’s one critical step that could do so much good.  RAISING THE 
MINIMUM WAGE.
 
Now Albany’s shown some promising signs on this subject – but for 
it to be more than just talk -- and to have a real impact on the lives 
of those living in New York City – we need more.
 
The current minimum wage proposal simply doesn’t do enough to 
help New York City.  That’s why WE will fight to raise New York 
City’s minimum wage to more than $13 per hour in 2016… while 
indexing the minimum wage, which would bring us to a projected 
$15 per hour by 2019.
 
Why is indexing so important?  Because it means that hardworking 
New Yorkers won’t have to wait on new action from Albany just to 
keep pace with inflation.
 
It’s difficult to overstate the positive impact this would have on 
working New Yorkers.  Even for those that earn more than 
minimum right now, this action would create an upward pull on 
wages... an upward pull on opportunity…. and an upward pull on 
our economy. 
 
Indeed, Henry Ford – the noted leftwing “socialist” that he was – 
wanted the workers on his assembly line to be able to afford to 
PURCHASE the cars they worked to BUILD.  So he gave them a living 
wage. 
 
I assure you, he didn’t do it to be charitable; he did it because he 
knew it was good for business.  I’d say it worked out pretty well for 
old Henry. 
 
Creating more affordable housing; raising wages and benefits; 
strengthening our neighborhoods by better connecting them to jobs 
and opportunity – THAT is how we’ll take on the Tale of Two Cities.
 
It won’t be easy.  And we know there will be critics who say it just 



can’t be done… that our destiny is to be a city for The Privileged 
Few…not a city for all. 
 
But New York is no stranger to facing big challenges -- and the 
many doubting Thomases --  and knows how to overcome them.  In 
fact, we revel in proving them wrong.   
 
Thirty years ago, in his 1985 State of the City Address, Mayor Ed 
Koch announced what was an UNPRECENDENTED plan for 
affordable housing.
 
He understood the transformative power of city government to 
revitalize whole communities.  His administration stated the clearly: 
QUOTE “we’re creating more than just apartments – we’re re-
creating neighborhoods.”  END QUOTE
 
There were those who said it couldn’t be done.  Historian Jonathan 
Soffer wrote of Koch’s plan:  QUOTE  "It was an extremely risky 
move. Some experts said at first that Koch's goal was 'inspirational 
rather than realistic.’” END QUOTE
 
Well, let me just say, I can relate.  I’ve heard very similar criticisms. 
 
But we know now that Koch’s plan WAS realistic… in fact, it worked.   
And it had a transcendent impact on our city. 
 
A city that was struggling and shrinking when Koch took office…
turned around.
 
And so today, WE face the challenge of a city in which more and 
more people want to live.  It’s a nice problem to have in one way, 
but it’s a major challenge nonetheless. 
 
We will not lose sight of WHY our city is a beacon for so many.  It’s 
not the cleanest place, nor the most tranquil.  We don’t have the 
best weather or many alluring natural landmarks.  But we have 
something special, something unique: an idea at our core – a 
PROMISE – that ours is a city…for EVERYONE.  
 
We are charged in our time with the sacred duty of keeping that 
promise… and we will not sit idle in the face of crisis. 
 



John F. Kennedy put it well.  He said: "There are risks and costs to a 
program of action. But they are far less than the long-range risks 
and costs of comfortable INACTION."
 
Like the people this great city, our Administration is about action. 
 
And we’ll continue to lead a City government that reflects all that is 
great about the New Yorkers we are so honored to serve. 
 
Your energy invigorates us. 
 
Your compassion inspires us.  
 
Your resolve compels us to move forward. 
 
And, so – my fellow New Yorkers -- let’s get to work.  NOW.
 
Thank you very much.  God bless you all.  
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First Lady Chirlane Mccray Delivers Remarks at the 
'From Punishment to Public Health' (P2Ph) 2015 
Conference in Brooklyn
January 28, 2015

Remarks as Prepared for Delivery

Thank you, Eric. The people of Brooklyn are lucky to have you for a Borough President—and our family is 
lucky to have you as a friend.

And thank you NYC Council Member Andrew Cohen, Chair of the Mental Health Committee.

I know that Bill was proud to be an early member of Team Andrew, and I can’t think of a better person to 
lead this important committee. I look forward to working with Andrew on our shared priorities in the years 
to come.

Speaking of shared priorities, I’m grateful to two people who have been so generous with their time and 
expertise, both of whom are with us today: Dr. Mary Bassett, Commissioner of the Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene; and Dr. Gary Belkin, her Executive Deputy Commissioner for Mental Hygiene.

And, I thank everyone who helped put this conference together, especially Jeff Coots and Alice Cini.

As soon as I learned about this gathering, I knew it was the right opportunity for me to announce a new 
initiative that is close to my heart.

It’s difficult for me to pinpoint the exact moment when mental illness first touched my life, but it’s likely 
that I was quite young.

Both my mother, a daughter of immigrants, and my father, a World War II veteran, struggled with 
depression—although neither one of them would have called it that. They were hardworking, committed 
parents. And to their enormous credit, even when they experienced periods of intense sadness, they tried 
their best to give their children all we needed.

When I left Massachusetts in 1977 for New York City, I had no idea how I would adjust to big-city life. But I 
started working in the publishing industry, with magazines, and I loved it.

Every day I was surrounded by words, and I got to help create the glossy publications I had hungrily 
devoured in doctor’s offices back home. And my co-workers? Well, they were everything I imagined New 
Yorkers to be: smart, confident, and in complete control of their sophisticated lives.



Or at least that’s how it seemed. One day, after I had just started a new job, I asked about the person who 
used to hold the position. And that led to one of those, “What did I say wrong?” moments.

People were visibly flustered. They were unable to find the precise words to describe what had happened. 
In whispers, they talked about an “abrupt personality change” and a “breakdown.”

And that’s all anyone would say before quickly changing the subject.

Which of course made me even more curious. But, I did not want to be impolite or make anyone feel 
uncomfortable.

So I let the conversation drop—because the message I was getting was clear. The way a sophisticated New 
Yorker handles this kind of thing is to not talk about it. Pretend it isn’t there. Get on with your life.

Well, I have big news for all of you today. We’re about to send New Yorkers a different kind of message.

Today, I am proud to announce that the Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City is making a long-term 
commitment to the ongoing effort to build a better mental health system.

The Mayor’s Fund—which I lead as Board Chair—will work with DOHMH and the Fund for Public Health to 
create a roadmap for a more inclusive mental health system.

We are approaching this work through a “public health” lens.

That means we will not focus only on specific high-need illnesses and their impact on individuals.

We’re going to take a bird’s-eye view and look at the range of conditions that affect entire communities.

The roadmap will be structured around two key objectives:

First, we will describe the burden of mental illness on New Yorkers.

That means we will present information on the prevalence of common conditions like depression, anxiety 
and addiction.

And just how common are these diseases? The numbers are eye-opening. In any given year, it is estimated 
that 7 percent of adults in the United States are affected by depression; 18 percent are affected by 
anxiety; and 8.2 percent of Americans 12 or older are affected by a substance abuse disorder.

In our roadmap, we will also describe the economic, social and personal costs of these conditions.

And we will map the disparity in services that exists between groups and neighborhoods.

Because we know that many communities do not have access to good resources, and as a result their 
burden is greater.

Our second objective is to outline a plan. We will lay out a series of actions that address the needs and 
disparities we identify.

This is not going to be one of those reports that takes forever to complete, only to languish on a dusty 



shelf.

We will release the roadmap this summer. And soon after, the Mayor’s Fund will commit resources to 
pursue its findings.

At the same time, DOHMH will work with its fellow agencies and City Hall to make sure that what we learn 
is incorporated into City policies and programs. 

We are creating this roadmap because even as science has made advances in treatment options and 
therapy has grown more acceptable, too many of our policies and programs still address mental illness in a 
less-than-helpful way.

And that’s because too many of us aren’t yet ready to face up to the presence of mental illness in our lives. 
We ignore it. We sweep it under the rug. We cross the street. 

But no matter how hard we try to avoid it, the truly shocking reality is that our city and nation are 
experiencing a mental health crisis.

As the statistics make clear, the pain of depression and anxiety is everywhere. We can see it in our family 
members, our friends, and our co-workers.

I have to tell you that my way of thinking about all this changed dramatically when our daughter, Chiara, 
revealed to us that she was struggling with depression, anxiety, and substance abuse.

I felt everything you’d expect a mother to feel. Love for her, first and foremost. But also guilt, fear, and a 
great deal of uncertainty.

It was quite a task for us to find affordable mental health professionals and a program to meet Chiara’s 
needs. The needs of our daughter, who is no longer a child and not quite an adult. A young woman who 
has become an edgy biracial activist.

I’m proud to say that Chiara is kicking butt at recovery—and she’s working really hard to help other young 
people dealing with similar challenges.

So after everything I’ve experienced and after seeing one of the people I love most in the world suffer so 
much, I find myself talking every day about the mental health crisis facing our city. Talking to Bill. To my 
colleagues. To anyone who will listen.

Our family is lucky—we lead a comfortable life. And yet it was really hard for us to get our daughter 
appropriate help. So can you imagine what it must be like for the 46 percent of New Yorkers living at or 
near the poverty line? What is it like for a woman who speaks only Spanish? An African American father 
living in Brownsville? A grandmother raising her grandchild? Or someone who was formerly incarcerated?

All of these questions lead to a larger one: What can we do as a city to make sure that everyone has access 
to the mental health services they need?

I’ve devoted a lot of time over the last year to exploring that question.

I was inspired by a visit I made to the Manhattan Family Justice Center.



As some of you may know, the centers are a one-stop resource for the victims of domestic violence. 
They’re places where one can access a wide array of services—including counseling. And all of the City’s 
four centers are supported by the Mayor’s Fund.

When I was at the Manhattan Center, I spent some time talking to the counselors. Three things quickly 
became clear. First, they are doing amazing work. Second, they need more help. And third, we need more 
culturally-appropriate counselors. 

Despite everyone’s best efforts, the demand for mental health services is simply exceeding our capacity.

Following that visit, I reached out to Commissioner Bassett. I wanted to find out what her team was doing 
around mental health, if there were alternative models we could be employing, and how I could help.

She was happy to hear from me, and eager to let me know that DOHMH and a diverse team of 
stakeholders were indeed thinking about how to create a network of services—a network that would be 
wide enough to encompass all five boroughs… and strong enough to support everyone who needs help, 
even those dealing with the weightiest challenges.

So last week, I had the chance to see a program that would fit right into this network.

At the invitation of Dr. Belkin, I visited the Family Resource Center of the Southern Bronx.

Although their names are similar, Family Resource Centers are much different than Family Justice Centers. 

Family Resource Centers provide support to the parents and caregivers of young people who have—or are 
at risk of developing—emotional and behavioral challenges.

If that description sounds a little generic, the help they provide is not.

What blew me away is that the Resource Centers are staffed by people who can truly relate to what their 
clients are going through—and that’s because they’ve been there.
  
Every Family Advocate has personal, first-hand experience raising a child with special needs, and 
connecting them to effective programs and services.

They have already navigated through the frustration. They have already shed the tears. 

The pain of seeing their child suffer—and the joy of making things right—is just a memory away. They “get 
it” in a way that can’t be taught. And this allows them to connect to their clients in the deepest way.

I’m thinking now about a conversation I had with Darleen, her son Darryl, and their Family Advocate, 
Michelle.

Darryl was one of those kids you can’t help but like. He had big, round, soft brown eyes and was rocking 
these amazing tie-dyed pants.

What brought Darleen and Darryl to the center was his struggle to manage his anger.

At the center, Darryl was able to talk through his frustrations in a safe, non-judgmental environment. He 
also learned coping techniques—things he can do to calm himself. Two of his favorites are cooking and 



drawing.

While we were talking, he passed around his phone so we could see a photo of his recent artwork, and it 
was really good. I know Darryl has a bright future ahead of him.

And so does his mom. Darleen and Michelle, her Family Advocate, talked like old friends—people who 
have been through a lot together.

There are a total of nine Family Resource Centers throughout the five boroughs, serving almost 3,000 
people annually. And while that’s great, everyone agrees—it’s not nearly enough! 

That’s why I am so excited to announce the roadmap that will guide us toward a more inclusive mental 
health system. 

This administration is not going to walk on by and pretend the mental health crisis doesn’t exist. We’re 
going to make a plan.

And then, we’re going to back that plan up with people and programs.

I hope you will consider partnering with us. If you like where we’re headed, will you please raise your 
hands?

That’s wonderful!  Because we cannot do this work alone.

With your partnership, we can create that network I was talking about—one that is as big and inclusive as 
the city we love.

With your expertise, we can make sure the network reflects our very best thinking.

And with your energy, we can create a healthier—and happier—New York.

Thank you!

pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov 

(212) 788-2958
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David Brock resigns from Hillary Clinton PAC

By Kenneth P. Vogel

2/9/15 2:42 PM EST

David Brock on Monday abruptly resigned from the board of the super PAC Priorities USA Action, revealing 
rifts that threaten the big-money juggernaut being built to support Hillary Clinton’s expected presidential 
campaign.

In a resignation letter obtained by POLITICO, Brock, a close Clinton ally, accused Priorities officials of 
planting “an orchestrated political hit job” against his own pro-Clinton groups, American Bridge and Media 
Matters.

Those groups – along with another pro-Clinton group, the super PAC Ready for Hillary – had their 
fundraising practices called into question last week by a New York Times report. It pointed out that veteran 
Democratic fundraiser Mary Pat Bonner got a 12.5 percent commission on funds she raised for Brock’s 
groups, and a smaller percentage commission on cash she raised for Ready for Hillary.

In his letter to the co-chairs of Priorities’ board – former Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm and former 
Obama campaign manager Jim Messina – Brock alleged that “current and former Priorities officials were 
behind this specious and malicious attack on the integrity of these critical organizations.”

The letter – and Brock’s resignation – offer a rare glimpse into a network of groups upon which Democrats 
are relying to keep the White House and stave off increasingly robust big-money efforts on the right. The 
public airing of dirty laundry comes as sources say Priorities is struggling to live up to the hopes of some 
Clinton allies, who had argued it should aim to raise as much as $500 million to eviscerate prospective 
Clinton rivals in the primary and general elections.

Brock, who spent his early career in Washington as a self-described “right-wing hit man” before 
experiencing a political awakening and emerging as the leader of an empire of hard-hitting liberal attack 
groups, contends in his letter that Priorities is trying to damage his groups’ fundraising efforts, “while 
presumably enhancing Priorities’ own. Frankly, this is the kind of dirty trick I’ve witnessed in the right-wing 
and would not tolerate then. Our Democratic Presidential nominee deserves better than people who 
would risk the next election – and our country’s future – for their own personal agendas.”

Brock did not respond to requests for comment about the letter, his group’s relationship with Bonner or 
with the other big-money groups boosting Clinton.

Craig Smith, a senior advisor to Ready for Hillary, said his group is still working with Bonner, as well as with 
Priorities and Brock’s groups. “We have worked with them for almost two years. We continue to work with 
them. We all do very different things, so there’s not a lot of overlap.”



Asked if he thought rivals on the left were circulating negative information on Bonner, he said “I would 
hope not. Not that I’m aware of.”

Priorities spokesman Peter Kauffmann denied that Priorities had anything to do with the Times story, 
which also noted that his group paid fundraising commission on at least $2 million worth of checks, 
including from California tech billionaire Irwin Jacobs. Sources say Jacobs was upset by the revelations.

Kauffmann said Priorities is no longer paying fundraising commissions, and that it maintains close working 
relationships with the other groups boosting Clinton.

“Priorities USA Action and allied organizations demonstrated a clear ability to work together effectively in 
2012 and we look to replicate that success again in 2016,” he said.

Still, Priorities and Ready for Hillary do to some extent compete with one another – and with Brock’s 
outfits – for big checks from wealthy Clinton backers. At one point, Priorities’ allies tried to force Ready for 
Hillary to shut down. But the groups – along with Brock’s – eventually entered into a sometimes uneasy 
alliance to lay the groundwork for the former Secretary of State to run for president in 2016. Together, the 
groups formed an unprecedented shadow campaign that combined to raise millions in 2014. American 
Bridge’s Correct the Record Project defends Clinton against political attacks, while Ready for Hillary builds 
files of voter and small donors, and Priorities cultivates relationships with major donors.

The idea was both to build an infrastructure that would allow Clinton to hit the ground running if and when 
she declared her candidacy for the Democratic nomination and also to project a financial show of force 
that would overwhelm any prospective rival in the primary or general elections.

The in-fighting is an ominous sign. It calls to mind the squabbles that helped sink Clinton’s 2008 
presidential campaign. It, too, was regarded as an unrivaled cash juggernaut, but feuding among cliques of 
supporters stymied efforts to launch a planned big-money outside effort in time to neutralize a surprisingly 
robust insurgent primary challenge from Barack Obama.

This time around, her allies tried to preempt the sectarianism by cross-pollinating the various groups to 
keep everyone on the same page and minimize competition. Granholm is on the boards of both Priorities 
and Ready for Hillary, while Brock joined the board of Priorities, and longtime Clintonite James Carville has 
been paid by American Bridge for assistance with fundraising and strategic advice.

But there also are more groups competing for big checks from rich Clinton backers than there were in 
2008.

In his resignation letter, Brock asserted a “serious breach of trust between organizations that are supposed 
to work together toward common ends has created an untenable situation that leaves me no choice but to 
resign my position.”

http://www.politico.com/story/2015/02/david-brock-resigns-priorities-usa-action-115028.html?ml=po 
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From the man writing the E-Book.  Good stuff.
 

Why Did a ‘Liberal’ Critique of Bill de
Blasio Distort His Record?
Noam Scheiber says the mayor should focus more on economic populism—but
neglects to mention his big wins for New Yorkers.

February 11, 2015 | This article appeared in the March 2-9, 2015 edition of The Nation.

The New York Times

New Republic

The Cause



Inequality and One City: Bill  de Blasio and the New York Experiment, Year One

 
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112



rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
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In person.
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
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On Saturday, from 11:45 AM – 12:00 PM, MBDB will be the final speaker during the opening
remarks at USCM. John, do you want to work with our speechwriting team to put these together?
Roughly 10 minutes of remarks.
 
For awareness, he will then do one on ones with 2-3 other mayors before leaving for Albany.
--
Opening Remarks & Commissioner’s Welcome
Introduction: Kevin Johnson, Mayor of Sacramento, USCM President
Guest: Adam Silver, NBA Commissioner
Commissioner Silver will welcome the nation’s Mayors and discuss the
current health and well-being of the league. He will also discuss the need
for municipal cooperation for the NBA and the role that Mayors can play
within that dynamic.
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Brief remarks for tomorrow’s USCM NBA session with Commissioner Silver. Let me know if you have
any comments/suggestions.
 
Thanks,
Eugene
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
o: 212-341-5096
e: echow@cityhall.nyc.gov
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o Over 2,500 volunteers hosted 
basketball clinics at 100 schools

o And packed 160,000 pounds of 
food with City harvest

NBA on track to engage 1 million 
NYC kids in basketball activities by 
end of All-Star festivities

o Committed to refurbishing 2 
public school courts in each 
borough

Powerful example of NBA’s 
commitment to uplifting communities

o Potent force within cities

Been incredible partner, look forward 
to working together more in future

[SPACE]
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Mayors, NBA share many same goals: 

o Strengthening education, 
bolstering families, educating our 
youth, promoting health, fitness

NBA Cares raised over $240M for 
charity, completed over 3 million 
community service hours

o And built over 900 community 
hubs where kids, families can 
live, learn, or play

Many opportunities to work together
to address needs of most vulnerable in 
community  

Now a critical time…

o More recognizing inequality is 
challenge of our time
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President Obama spoke powerfully
about inequality in State of the Union

o But can’t wait on federal 
government to act

o Can’t continue on path that sees 
some prosper, while others get 
left behind

In light of federal gridlock, Cities 
increasingly taking lead, drive national 
agenda  

o NBA can be powerful partner

NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
said, “Inclusion should be the keynote 
of American life”

Look forward to working with all of 
you to build even more inclusive 
society
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Revised substantially based on further guidance.
 
Also much less “power” in this one 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Is know we’re trying to keep this stuff in the boss’ voice, but can we cut down on the use of the
word “powerful” ?   :)
 
Possible add - if it’s not too much of a stretch: referencing the pick-up games on West Fourth
Street… Could make a joke about how the All-Stars could get a run for their money there… Could
also reference an after-school program like Basketball Stars of New York - teaching our kids
teamwork, competition, staying healthy - all while giving working parents peace of mind
 
 
 

From: <Chow>, Eugene <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 13, 2015 at 6:37 PM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel"
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO"
<EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walters, Alexis" <AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Remarks: USCM NBA Session
 
Brief remarks for tomorrow’s USCM NBA session with Commissioner Silver. Let me know if you have
any comments/suggestions.
 
Thanks,
Eugene
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
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o Over 2,500 volunteers hosted 
basketball clinics at 100 schools

o And packed 160,000 pounds of 
food with City harvest

NBA on track to engage 1 million 
NYC kids in basketball activities by 
end of All-Star festivities

Clear example of NBA’s commitment 
to uplifting communities

o Potent force within cities

Been incredible partner, look forward 
to working together more in future

[SPACE]

Mayors, NBA share many same goals: 
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o Strengthening education, 
bolstering families, educating our 
youth, promoting health, fitness

Many opportunities to work together,
help most vulnerable  

Now a critical time…

Growing chorus recognizes inequality 
challenge of our time

President Obama spoke forcefully 
about inequality in State of the Union

o But can’t wait on federal 
government to act

o Can’t continue on path that sees 
some prosper, while others get 
left behind
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Need greater collective action to drive 
national dialogue even further

o 2016 election looming, major 
opportunity to frame debate 

Latest data on inequality drive home 
seriousness of problem

In US, top 0.1% hold 22% of nation’s 
wealth

o About same as bottom 90%

[Source: Emmanuel Saez, UC-Berkeley] 

Trends that are harmful to families, 
harmful to nation 

Cities must take lead in pushing back – 
and many already are: 
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o Raising minimum wage, passing 
paid sick leave, Muni IDs, Pre-K 

This is why Cities of Opportunity Task 
Force Work so important

o Each local victory drives national 
movement, pushes recalcitrant 
Congress to act

Great progress, but can do even more

Moving forward, 2 areas in desperate 
need of voice of Mayors

1) Transportation

Next month Cities of Opportunity Task 
Force convening in Boston

o Transportation will be added as 
key organizing area
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Federal Highway Trust Fund dries up 
in May – critical source of mass transit, 
highway, bridge funding

Conservatives clamoring for reduced 
spending, but Trust Fund essential for 
cities

And specially for low-income families 
– much more dependent on mass transit

Current federal commitments not 
enough to maintain, enhance system

Must organize, pressure Congress 

Need real authorization with strong 
funding, particularly for public transit

But to succeed, must work together 

2) Immigration reform
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Mayors on front lines with millions of 
immigrants living in cities

Began organizing last December with 
Immigration Summit in New York City 

o Left with concrete action plan to 
engage aggressively 

o Created War Room to coordinate

Supporting President Obama’s 
Executive Action, working to ensure 
successful implementation

Last month, over 30 Mayors filed joint 
amicus brief 

o Supporting Executive Action 
against conservative challenge

o Added strong unified municipal 
voice, absent until now
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Only start, organizing Day of Action to 
push further

[SPACE]

Right now, clear history on our side –
people recognize need to make 
investments to move country forward

As Mayors have ability to spark 
discussion

Together, can create broader, more
urgent movement not seen in decades

NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
said, “Inclusion should be the keynote 
of American life”

Know all working to expand 
opportunities, ensure ALL are 
included in our economy, future
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Thanks, Eugene.
 
Would put recap of immigration work before transportation – and should also preview affordable
housing for Boston meeting.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Revised substantially based on further guidance.
 
Also much less “power” in this one 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Is know we’re trying to keep this stuff in the boss’ voice, but can we cut down on the use of the
word “powerful” ?   :)
 
Possible add - if it’s not too much of a stretch: referencing the pick-up games on West Fourth
Street… Could make a joke about how the All-Stars could get a run for their money there… Could
also reference an after-school program like Basketball Stars of New York - teaching our kids
teamwork, competition, staying healthy - all while giving working parents peace of mind
 
 
 

From: <Chow>, Eugene <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 13, 2015 at 6:37 PM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel"
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO"
<EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walters, Alexis" <AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Remarks: USCM NBA Session
 
Brief remarks for tomorrow’s USCM NBA session with Commissioner Silver. Let me know if you have



any comments/suggestions.
 
Thanks,
Eugene
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
o: 212-341-5096
e: echow@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Gotcha. Will add. 
----- Reply message -----
From: "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
To: "Chow, Eugene" <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Parikh, Ishanee" <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walters,
Alexis" <AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Remarks: USCM NBA Session
Date: Fri, Feb 13, 2015 10:13 PM

Per emma and max we should stay away from affordable housing as we can't
safely mention it without getting ahead of Thursday's announcement with the
a.g.  
----- Reply message -----
From: "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
To: "Chow, Eugene" <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter"
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel"
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Parikh, Ishanee" <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Walters, Alexis" <AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Remarks: USCM NBA Session
Date: Fri, Feb 13, 2015 9:11 PM



From: <Chow>, Eugene <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 13, 2015 at 7:13 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Ragone, Peter"
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ishanee
Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walters, Alexis"
<AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Remarks: USCM NBA Session

Revised substantially based on further guidance.
 
Also much less “power” in this one 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Is know we’re trying to keep this stuff in the boss’ voice, but can we cut down on the
use of the word “powerful” ?   :)
 
Possible add - if it’s not too much of a stretch: referencing the pick-up games on West
Fourth Street… Could make a joke about how the All-Stars could get a run for their
money there… Could also reference an after-school program like Basketball Stars of
New York - teaching our kids teamwork, competition, staying healthy - all while giving
working parents peace of mind
 
 
 

From: <Chow>, Eugene <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 13, 2015 at 6:37 PM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schnake-
Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ishanee
Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walters, Alexis"
<AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Remarks: USCM NBA Session
 
Brief remarks for tomorrow’s USCM NBA session with Commissioner Silver. Let me



know if you have any comments/suggestions.
 
Thanks,
Eugene
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
o: 212-341-5096
e: echow@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John – thanks for your input on this.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
I wasn't suggesting new news on affordable housing - just a repeat of what we said in
SOTC.  

On Feb 13, 2015, at 10:04 PM, Chow, Eugene <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Per emma and max we should stay away from affordable housing as we
can't safely mention it without getting ahead of Thursday's
announcement with the a.g.  
----- Reply message -----
From: "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
To: "Chow, Eugene" <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ragone, Peter"
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel"
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Parikh, Ishanee"
<iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walters,
Alexis" <AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Remarks: USCM NBA Session
Date: Fri, Feb 13, 2015 9:11 PM

1.  Not sure that the NBA is really known for valuing education.  Aren’t
they the league that tries to get kids to drop out of college & sign up for
the pros early?  :)



2.  Agree with Gabriel about immigration before transit
3.  Can we link transit to our affordable housing drive in NYC without
veering off-message with this group?
4.  Especially > specially
 

From: <Chow>, Eugene <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 13, 2015 at 7:13 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Ragone, Peter"
<pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel"
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walters, Alexis"
<AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Remarks: USCM NBA Session

Revised substantially based on further guidance.
 
Also much less “power” in this one 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Is know we’re trying to keep this stuff in the boss’ voice, but can we cut
down on the use of the word “powerful” ?   :)
 
Possible add - if it’s not too much of a stretch: referencing the pick-up
games on West Fourth Street… Could make a joke about how the All-
Stars could get a run for their money there… Could also reference an
after-school program like Basketball Stars of New York - teaching our kids
teamwork, competition, staying healthy - all while giving working parents
peace of mind
 
 
 

From: <Chow>, Eugene <EChow@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 13, 2015 at 6:37 PM
To: "Ragone, Peter" <pragone@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel"
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"



<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walters, Alexis"
<AWalters@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Remarks: USCM NBA Session
 
Brief remarks for tomorrow’s USCM NBA session with Commissioner
Silver. Let me know if you have any comments/suggestions.
 
Thanks,
Eugene
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
o: 212-341-5096
e: echow@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Looks good
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

Outline for ABNY speech

FRAME:

When we tackle an issue like the Tale of Two Cities, we’re talking about affordability. 
Right now, too many New Yorkers are getting priced out of their own city.  It’s the
affordability crisis, stupid.

There are two sides to that equation: solving problems that crush the pocketbook,
and finding ways to bolster the family pocketbook. They are bookends.
 

The greatest crush on the family pocketbook is housing, so finding more affordable
places for families to live is the key solution to this side of the equation; on the other
side of the equation, there are ways to help family pocketbooks grow (higher wages;
better benefits; more jobs in growth sectors, expanded opportunities in high wage
sectors, more programs to ease the squeeze that so many families feel).

LOOK-BACK:

In State of the City, we talked about our affordable housing plan – the boldest ever
undertaken in our city.  We did this because housing costs are the greatest crush on
the family pocketback, and the great cause on the expenditure side of the affordability
crisis. The solution is constructing more affordable housing; protecting the affordable
housing we currently have; strengthening rent laws, so more places are made
affordable; and improving tenant protections by going after predatory landlords .

 



FORWARD-LOOKING:

In order to continue the narrative arc from SOTC, we should focus on two things.
1) call to action/join the fight to increase affordable housing by enlisting private sector
help, support and guidance for the plan (ABNY);
 
2) Begin to lay out the focus on the growing the pocketbook side of the equation.  This
entails raising the minimum wage and other wages.  Generating jobs that give
people a path to getting into – and staying in – the middle-class.  Growing sectors that
have forward-looking growth potential and working with small businesses to grow
and create jobs in every borough. For New York City to be a city for everyone, we need
to tackle the affordability crisis.  Here’s why raising minimum wage is important
(upward pressure on wages).  Here’s how we’ll generate jobs (projects A, B, and C as
examples).  Here’s what we’re doing to lift up our small businesses.

CALL TO ACTION/LION’S DEN:

If it’s ready – we could mention the mansion tax.

If it’s not ready – we urge ABNY and business leaders throughout the city to not just
embrace our plan on housing and wages, but to be our partner in fighting Albany to get
what we need – to join the fight with us:

• Tenant protections
• Strengthening rent laws
• Raise the minimum wage
• Expand EITC (if it’s ready)

This is not a punitive call or a lecture. Rather this is shared call to action that
recognizes we all do better when we all do better, and there is an important role for
the business and insider community to play. These people can make the difference -
and in doing so they will also reap rewards, both for NYC and their own respective
worlds.

PEOPLE TO HIGHLIGHT:



Business that is already raising wages/increasing benefits.

Small business that is growing because owner has affordable housing.

Business that wants to continue recruiting best & brightest – but worries that too
many young people won’t come to NYC because they can’t raise a family here.

Small business/start-up founded by someone who comes from an unlikely place –
maybe NYCHA/CUNY?

###
 
 
Phillip Walzak
Press Secretary
Office of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio
O: 212-788-2958
C: 917-455-8420
pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov
twitter: @ptwalzak
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dylan Byers (@DylanByers)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Also, Alicia’s team has requested to review any materials at least 24 hours in advance. Just to keep
in mind 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi!
 
I need to put together the Mayor’s briefing memo before Sunday. I’ll just do an overview of what we
discussed/agreed to in last meeting and if you have an updated outline I can insert it.
 
In terms of information, what additional information do you need on tech talent pipeline, Hunts
Point, etc? I’m happy to get materials from the teams for you
 
Thanks
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Perry Bacon Jr. (@perrybaconjr)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
To:
Cc:

Subject: Re: Updated Daily News Op-Ed

Shattering the Stigma of Mental Illness







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Oliver Willis (@owillis)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Zaid Jilani (@ZaidJilani)



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hi Matt,

Sorry, it seems like my email from last week did not go through.  

John could make 3/3, 3/6 or just about any day the week of 3/9.  Let me know when might work best for 
Penny and we’ll add to the calendar.  

Thanks!

Liz

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 20, 2015 at 10:05 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Request for lunch with Penny

Hi, Liz.
I’m writing to see if we might be able to schedule a time for Penny and John to meet over lunch. 

Penny’s lunchtimes are pretty much open starting on the 26th (not 3/4, 3/13) so would you let me 
know a couple days that work well for John?
Thanks again!
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Some of these economic stats are inaccurate – see attached edits.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Attached is an updated outline/ start of a first draft that John has put together.
 
There are a few placeholders for initiatives we want to highlight. James/ Mahen, I’ll coordinate with
you on additions. Of course, feel free to send me suggestions and I’ll coordinate with JDC.
 
 
Thanks
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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ABNY OUTLINE 
2/23/15 – 9:00 AM 

 
 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
17 months ago, I was honored to address an event hosted by this distinguished 
organization -- just about a month before the 2013 mayoral election.  (correct, but 
fyi that BdB also made an unannounced visit at ABNY in April 2014) 
 
At that time, there were some pundits who wondered exactly how ABNY would 
receive me. 
 
After all, my campaign was built around progressive change – about taking aim at 
inequality and helping rebuild our middle class.  Surely – the cynics argued – 
progressive ideas would be met with crickets -- or even worse – when presented to 
those who’ve dedicate their lives to growing businesses and the economy.   
 
But knowing this organization, and many of the individuals who comprised the 
audience that day, I wasn’t the least bit worried. 
 
That day, I said, QUOTE: “We cannot resign ourselves to the mindset that says rising 
inequality is a necessary byproduct of urban success.”  No one booed or hissed or 
left the room.  Instead, that call was met with resounding agreement. 
 
Because this organization…. the people here today… realize that rising inequality 
isn’t just a problem for those of modest means – and isn’t just a threat to those 
barely hanging on to their place in the middle class.  ABNY understands that 
inequality is a crisis that impacts all of us, including those who have enjoyed great 
personal success.   
 
If New York can’t be a city of open opportunity for all – regardless of the 
circumstances of your birth – we not only lose a part of who we are, we risk losing 
our place as a global center of innovation, diversity, and progress.   
 
That is why we refuse to accept the false choices that that for too long defined how 
some viewed our city: 
 

That sustained economic growth is fated to only help SOME, while leaving 
many behind; 
 
That more development inevitably means everyday New Yorkers will be 

priced out; 
 
That New York can’t be both a growing city AND a city of opportunity for all. 
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Our housing plan means: 
 
 200,000 new units of affordable housing created or preserved over a decade; 
 

Protecting and strengthening rent regulations in to protect the affordable 
housing we currently have; 

 
 Requiring affordable housing as a condition of new development; 
 
 New ideas for development that envision affordability on a grand scale; 
 

A commitment to the things besides affordable housing that make 
neighborhoods livable: good schools, parks and other open spaces, new 
commercial development. 

  
 Cutting red tape at the Ddepartment of Bbuildings; 
 
 And unprecedented tenant protections against predatory landlords. 
 
Making housing in New York more affordable is essential to keeping ours a city of 
opportunity and innovation.  
 
That’s why I’m calling on everyone here today to be partners in battling the 
affordability crisis.  You’ve given so much to this city – and now your city needs you 
again – by our side – as we fight for what we need from Albany.  Your vision…your 
energy…your ambition for lifting New York City to new heights – we need to show 
our state, and our country, that we embark on this journey together. 
 
But housing is only one side of the affordability equation.   
 
That is why we’re also working to grow our economy… to expand new job 
opportunities, and drive up wages in our city.   
 
This Administration is fighting for smart, inclusive, five-borough economic growth… 
growth that benefits ALL New Yorkers, not just those at the top. 
 
That means:  
 

Raising the minimum wage.  ($13 per hour in 2016… while indexing the 
minimum wage, which would bring us to a projected $15 per hour by 2019); 
 

Generating jobs that give New Yorkers a path to getting into – and staying in 
– the middle-class; 
 
Working with small businesses to grow and create jobs in every borough;  
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And making sure we are utilizing homegrown talent by ensuring that New 
Yorkers have the skills they need to thrive in emerging industries. 

 
I want to speak at some length about some of the specific initiatives we are 
undertaking on this front: 
 
Below largely placeholder – waiting on comms for specific initiatives:  
 
We created the Tech Talent Pipeline to support the growth of New York’s 
technology sector and train New Yorkers to be those companies' premier hiring 
choice.  This program will not only enable the next great tech innovations to come 
from New York, but ensure they are driven by New Yorkers from every background 
and every borough.   
 
We are going forward with a plan to redesign our workforce development system to 
arm up to 30,000 New Yorkers a year with the skills for 21st century jobs.   FROM 
SOTC – SOMETHING MORE SPECIFIC WE CAN SAY?? 
 
MORE TK FROM COMMS  
 
We invested in new economic hubs to create 3,000 new jobs in the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard and 1,000 new jobs at the Brooklyn Army Terminal.  These are PERMANENT 
jobs in areas of the city that for so long sat unused.  They exemplify smart, inclusive 
growth.   
 
Today I want to announce a new proposed project based on that same philosophy. 
 
Hunts Point in the Bronx has significant underused land despite sitting at a key 
transportation artery near the RFK Bridge.    
 
So we envision Hunts Point as the site of a new, large-scale food distribution center.  
It would promote local entrepreneurship and job growth in the South Bronx, an area 
of our city with so much potential. 
 
This site is large, occupying 329 acres.  Our vision would be for a commercial 
development that that would accommodate over 115 businesses and support or 
create almost 9,000 jobs. 
 
Coupled with plans for new, affordable housing development on the South Bronx 
waterfront, this plan shows that when we talk about growth in every neighborhood 
and every borough, we mean it.   
 
To be sure, we’ll need the partnerships in the business community to make this kind 
of development happen.  But knowing the people I do in this room, I am so confident 
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that visions like the proposal Hunts Point will soon become transformative realities 
throughout our city.   
 
Some projects will require other partnerships, as well.  In coming months, we’re 
going to talk about big infrastructure projects that will necessitate federal help.    
 
But there is so much we can do on our own as a city, if we – this Administration, the 
people in this room and everyday New Yorkers across our City – all work together. 
 
PERSONAL SMALL BUSINESS/ ABNY STORY HERE.   
 
The imagination, enthusiasm, and grit of the people who call this city home are so 
wonderfully exemplified in this room.   But we must not forget how much of your 
success has grown from the fertile ground of a city of opportunity – and that your 
continued success requires that every child of New York has the same shot at 
chasing her dreams as you did. 
 
So today, let’s recommit to making our city a place of opportunity and innovation, 
not one of cloistered opulence.   
 
We owe it to the next generation -- and to one another – to do what generations of 
New Yorkers have done: leave our city more open, inclusive, and inspiring than we 
found it.   
 
It’s a big job, but the stories of the people in this room demonstrate that it is a task 
well worth undertaking.  And we will do it together. 
 
Thank you!  
 
 
 
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

PW forwarded to me. All good
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Yes - just got it this PM

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, February 23, 2015 at 2:23 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: 

Do you have her resume?
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

MBDB: Weekly Planning Meeting



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

In case you’re looking for a smart, aggressive attorney somewhere in your orbit - told me friend I would get 
his resume to you.. 















From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
The Revolt of the Cities
AMERICAN PROSPECT - Harold Meyerson - April 22, 2014

Pittsburgh is the perfect urban laboratory,” says Bill Peduto, the city’s new mayor. “We’re small enough to 
be able to do things and large enough for people to take notice.” More than its size, however, it’s 
Pittsburgh’s new government—Peduto and the five like-minded progressives who now constitute a 
majority on its city council—that is turning the city into a laboratory of democracy. In his first hundred days 
as mayor, Peduto has sought funding to establish universal pre-K education and partnered with a Swedish 
sustainable-technology fund to build four major developments with low carbon footprints and abundant 
affordable housing. Even before he became mayor, while still a council member, he steered to passage 
ordinances that mandated prevailing wages for employees on any project that received city funding and 
required local hiring for the jobs in the Pittsburgh Penguins’ new arena. He authored the city’s responsible-
banking law, which directed government funds to those banks that lent in poor neighborhoods and away 
from those that didn’t.

Pittsburgh is a much cleaner city today than it was when it housed some of the world’s largest steel mills. 
But, like postindustrial America generally, it is also a much more economically divided city. When steel 
dominated the economy, the companies’ profits and the union’s contracts made Pittsburgh—like Detroit, 
Cleveland, and Chicago—a city with a thriving working class. Today, with the mills long gone, Pittsburgh 
has what Gabe Morgan, who heads the local union of janitorial and building maintenance workers, calls an 
“eds and meds” economy. Carnegie Mellon, the University of Pittsburgh, and its medical center are among 
the region’s largest employers, generating thousands of well-paid professional positions and a far greater 
number of low-wage service-sector jobs.

Peduto, who is 49 years old, sees improving the lot of Pittsburgh’s new working class as his primary charge. 
In his city hall office, surrounded by such artifacts as a radio cabinet from the years when the city became 
home to the world’s first radio station, the new mayor outlined the task before him. “My grandfather, Sam 
Zarroli, came over in 1921 from Abruzzo,” he said. “He only had a second-grade education, but he was 
active in the Steel Workers Organizing Committee in its early years, and he made a good life for himself 
and his family. My challenge in today’s economy is how to get good jobs for people with no PhDs but with 
a good work ethic and GEDs. How do I get them the same kind of opportunities my grandfather had? All 
the mayors elected last year are asking this question.”

They are indeed. The mayoral and council class of 2013 is one of the most progressive cohorts of elected 
officials in recent American history. In one major city after another, newly elected officials are planning to 



raise the minimum wage or enact ordinances boosting wages in developments that have received city 
assistance. They are drafting legislation to require inner-city hiring on major projects and foster 
unionization in hotels, stores, and trucking. They are seeking the funds to establish universal pre-K and 
other programs for infants and toddlers. They are sketching the layout of new transit lines that will bring 
jobs and denser development to neighborhoods both poor and middle-class and reduce traffic and 
pollution in the bargain. They are—if they haven’t done so already—forbidding their police from 
cooperating with federal immigration authorities in the deportation of undocumented immigrants not 
convicted of felonies and requiring their police to have video or audio records of their encounters with the 
public. They are, in short, enacting at the municipal level many of the major policy changes that 
progressives have found themselves unable to enact at the federal and state levels. They also may be 
charting a new course for American liberalism.

New York’s Mayor Bill de Blasio has dominated the national press corps’ coverage of the new urban 
liberalism. His battles to establish citywide pre-K (successful but not funded, as he wished, by a dedicated 
tax on the wealthy), expand paid sick days (also successful), raise the minimum wage (blocked by the 
governor and legislature), and reform the police department’s stop-and-frisk policy (by dropping an appeal 
of a court order) have been extensively chronicled. But de Blasio is just one of a host of mayors elected last 
year who campaigned and now govern with similar populist agendas. The list also includes Pittsburgh’s 
Peduto, Minneapolis’s Betsy Hodges, Seattle’s Ed Murray, Boston’s Martin Walsh, Santa Fe’s Javier 
Gonzales, and many more. 

“We all ran on similar platforms,” Peduto says. “There wasn’t communication among us. It just emerged 
organically that way. We all faced the reality of growing disparities. The population beneath the poverty 
line is increasing everywhere. A lot of us were underdogs, populists, reformers, and the public was ready 
for us.”

This isn’t the first time that America’s cities have collectively shifted their political identities. As political 
journalist Samuel Lubell documented in his 1951 study The Future of American Politics—most particularly 
his chapter “Revolt of the City”—the New Deal coalition was prefigured by the change in urban voting 
patterns during the 1920s. Since the end of the Civil War, the cities of the industrial Midwest and the West 
Coast had tilted Republican. In 1920, GOP presidential nominee Warren Harding carried the nation’s 12 
largest cities by a margin of 1.54 million votes. In 1928, however, Democratic presidential nominee Al 
Smith carried the same 12 cities by a margin of 210,000 votes. Smith was a Catholic—the only Catholic 
presidential nominee until John Kennedy ran in 1960—whose speech and manner stamped him 
unmistakably as a product of New York’s Lower East Side. His candidacy brought to the polls for the first 
time millions of Southern and Eastern European immigrants—predominantly Catholic, Jewish, and Eastern 
Orthodox—who had transformed the composition of American cities during the preceding 40 years but 
who had never before voted in large numbers. Four years later, they voted in still greater numbers, 
sending Franklin Roosevelt to the White House and cementing the nation’s major cities in the Democratic 
column for decades to come. At the municipal level, cities long controlled by Republican machines shifted 
either to control by Democratic machines or by progressive reformers like New York’s Fiorello La Guardia.

This pattern of demographic transformation is now repeating itself. New coalitions and the presidential 
campaigns of Barack Obama have brought millions of Latino, Asian, and African immigrants and the 
millennials to the polls, remaking the politics of cities in the process.



Even as the wave of non-European immigrants since the mid-1980s has reshaped the United States—
whose white share of the population was down to 63 percent in 2012—it has reshaped its cities even 
more. In New York, which was 53 percent white in the 1980 census, the white share of its population 
dropped to 37 percent in the 2010 census. During the same 30 years, Los Angeles saw the white share of 
its population drop from 48 percent to 29 percent, Houston from 53 percent to 26 percent, Phoenix from 
78 percent to 47 percent, San Diego from 69 percent to 45 percent, Dallas from 57 percent to 29 percent, 
Columbus from 76 percent to 59 percent, Boston from 68 percent to 47 percent, Seattle from 79 percent 
to 66 percent, and Denver from 67 percent to 52 percent.

It’s not just the racial makeup of cities that is changing; it’s also their generational profile: Cities have seen 
a marked increase in their share of 20-somethings. These changes in demographics have coincided with 
the change in economics. With both manufacturing and unions in steep decline, major cities have come to 
be characterized by levels of economic inequality—reinforced by levels of racial inequality—the nation has 
not experienced since before the New Deal.

In America, politics follow demographics: Voters of color and millennial voters stand well to the left of their 
white and older counterparts in their support for government intervention to counter the market’s 
inequities and for Democratic candidates generally. The voting habits of major cities reflect these 
transformations. For example, Barack Obama’s share of the vote in the 2012 presidential election 
outpaced Walter Mondale’s share of the vote in the 1984 presidential election by 10.5 percent nationally, 
but the difference was far greater in cities. Obama outperformed Mondale by 20 percentage points in New 
York City, by 26 points in Los Angeles, 20 in San Diego, 24 in Dallas, 27 in Columbus, 22 in Seattle, and 24 
in Denver.

At the level of municipal politics, the change is even starker. Twenty years ago, half of America’s dozen 
largest cities had Republican mayors. Today, only San Diego is governed by a Republican, and he was 
elected in a low-turnout special election held to replace disgraced Democrat Bob Filner. Indeed, of the 
nation’s 30 largest cities, just four (San Diego, Indianapolis, Fort Worth, and Oklahoma City) have 
Republican mayors, and even they have to swim with the urban tides. Mayor Greg Ballard of Indianapolis 
supported increased federal aid to mass transit and opposed his state’s ban on same-sex marriage.

Not every Democratic mayor is progressive, as the record of Chicago’s Rahm Emanuel makes clear. 
Demographic recomposition has proved a necessary but insufficient prerequisite for urban political 
change. The newcomers to America’s cities also have had to come together as an effective political force. 
With few exceptions, the cities that have elected left-populist governments have first reconfigured their 
power structures by building coalitions dedicated to greater economic and racial equity. Aided in some 
instances by liberal foundations, these coalitions consist chiefly of unions, community-based organizations 
in low-income minority neighborhoods, immigrants’ rights groups, affordable-housing advocates, 
environmental organizations, and networks of liberal churches, synagogues, and mosques.

The unions that have been key to the formation of these new coalitions—it’s labor, after all, that has the 
capacity to provide the lion’s share of funding for these ventures—generally aren’t the municipal employee 
locals that have a bargaining relationship with elected officials that can limit their freedom of political 
action. They tend, rather, to be unions of private-sector workers—janitors, hotel housekeepers, hospital 



orderlies, supermarket clerks. Their members and potential members are often overwhelmingly minority 
and substantially immigrant. Indeed, the growing importance of these unions coincides with the growth of 
immigrants’ rights groups in most major cities. Their constituencies stand to gain the most from city 
policies that raise wages, create affordable housing, and establish community-based policing.

The new urban coalitions develop common strategies, register voters, regularly canvass their respective 
communities, groom candidates, research issues, propose policies, lobby elected officials, run their 
candidates’ campaigns, and walk precincts. New York’s Working Families Party—the organization that 
defined the issues and mobilized the constituencies for the campaigns that elected de Blasio and a 
progressive near majority on the city council—has proceeded furthest down the path to becoming a 
permanent social democratic and green political force. But many of the cities that went left last year have 
coalitions that have begun their own way down this path as well. 

Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, Phoenix, and Seattle are among the cities that have incubated new labor-
community coalitions over the past decade. In Pittsburgh, the coalition--named Pittsburgh United--began 
to take shape during the revitalization of the city’s affiliate of SEIU’s Local 32BJ, the East Coast regional 
local of janitorial and building-service workers. Along with Pittsburgh’s union of hotel workers, 32BJ 
supported the city’s main African American community organization’s campaign to make inner-city hiring a 
condition for the city council’s approval of the new Pittsburgh Penguins sports arena. In turn, the 
community group backed the unions’ effort to persuade the council to enact an ordinance guaranteeing 
the jobs of fast-food and other franchise workers in city-owned facilities even if the franchise changed 
hands. These campaigns divided the city’s unions—the building trades wanted to construct the arena 
regardless of who was hired to work inside it—but united the minority communities and the service-sector 
unions. In time, the alliance grew to include liberal clergy and groups devoted to cleaning Pittsburgh’s air 
and water, particularly in working-class communities.

Initially, the coalition’s sole council ally was Peduto, but that was soon to change. A group of young 
professionals who’d come together on John Kerry’s 2004 presidential campaign set out to elect other 
progressives to the city council. “We didn’t know the old ways of campaigning,” says Matthew Merriman-
Preston, the political consultant who has managed Peduto’s campaigns and those of every other 
progressive council member for the past decade, “so we made it up as we went along. We had people on 
the ground talking to their neighbors year after year.”

In 2009, Natalia Rudiak, a Pittsburgh native who had studied at the London School of Economics and done 
economic-development work in Africa, decided to run for council in a district she describes as “the most 
socially conservative in the city.” In a city whose politics long had been dominated by middle-aged and 
elderly men, Rudiak, then 29 years old, wasn’t taken seriously by the Democratic establishment. But Rudiak 
came with multiple ties to union leaders (her father ran a public-employees local) and had spent time on 
campaigns with Merriman-Preston. Peduto’s prevailing-wage bill was pending in the council during her 
campaign, and she stumped for it everywhere she spoke. In return, 32BJ flooded her district with precinct 
walkers, as did environmental and feminist groups. Shortly after her upset victory, the council passed the 
bill.

Rudiak’s victory was just one of several that reshaped the council between 2007 and 2013. Neither Rudiak 
nor Peduto received endorsements from the city’s Democratic Party organizations, but the machine wasn’t 



delivering city service as it once had. “It had kept the trains running on time and the streets plowed,” 
Rudiak says, “but with the growing financial constraints on the city, particularly after the 2008 crash, it 
couldn’t keep doing even those things.” In the city’s older working-class neighborhoods, the new alliance 
and its candidates proved to be better ward heelers than the machine.

Minneapolis is a city with a richer history of progressive activism than Pittsburgh. In 1948, Mayor Hubert 
Humphrey presented that year’s Democratic National Convention with its first civil-rights platform plank. 
For decades, Minnesota came closer to an American version of Scandinavian social democracy than any 
other state.

In recent decades, however, both the city’s and state’s demographics and economy have been 
transformed. The white share of the city’s population declined from 86 percent in the 1980 census to 64 
percent in 2010. Minneapolis is home to the largest Somali community of any city except Mogadishu and 
the largest Hmong community outside Laos. “We’re ahead of any other state in equitable income and 
health—if you’re white,” says Dan McGrath, who heads TakeAction Minnesota, a progressive political 
organization of 45,000 members, which, like New York’s Working Families Party, functions chiefly as an 
electoral organization. “Minnesota’s way down the list when you include people of color. Four out of ten 
Minneapolis residents are people of color. We won’t have an economy 30 years from now if only half our 
minority students graduate high school.”

Nearly a decade ago, several local progressive organizations, including the one established by Paul 
Wellstone, decided to merge into a single group, TakeAction Minnesota. At the same time, the city’s SEIU–
affiliated janitorial union and its chief affordable housing organization, ISAIAH, entered a period of rapid 
growth. The groups, along with the city’s ACORN chapter, which was the main community-based 
organization in the African American community (and which has since reconstituted itself as 
Neighborhoods Organizing for Change), and CTUL, an organization of worker centers serving the Latino 
immigrant community, began meeting together regularly. In 2011, when the national SEIU decided to fund 
local coalitions in 17 cities across the country, the one in Minneapolis was the only such alliance to prove 
both effective and enduring—in part because its member groups had already forged such tight bonds.

“We’re grounded in a common experience and analysis,” McGrath says. “Our problem is not just 
Republicans. Our problem is the extraordinary imbalance of wealth, unbridled corporate power, and 
structural racism.” The commonality of perspectives was augmented by the integration of the groups’ 
members and staffs—attending retreats together, merging their efforts on various campaigns. “The groups 
had to acknowledge that none of them could get anything done just by themselves,” says George Goehl, 
the executive director of National People’s Action, a network of community organizations with which 
TakeAction Minnesota is affiliated. “They now have so deep a collaboration that when you go to one of 
their meetings, you can’t tell who works for whom.” 

With the power of their combined numbers, the groups in the alliance—named Minnesotans for a Fair 
Economy—have waged a joint campaign to pressure Target, the locally based retail giant, to stop asking 
job applicants if they’ve been convicted of a felony, to cease the wage and hour violations inflicted on their 
largely immigrant janitorial workforce, and to hire local residents for maintenance jobs at the company’s 
new headquarters. Target agreed to drop the question about felonies and to adopt a local hiring policy; 
talks continue about the unionization of their janitors. The alliance waged a successful long-shot campaign 



against a 2012 ballot measure that would have required state voters to provide photo IDs at their polling 
places. And last year, the alliance provided the staff and precinct walkers to put one of their own—Council 
Member Betsy Hodges, who had been the executive director of one of the two groups that merged to form 
TakeAction Minnesota—into the Minneapolis mayor’s office.

Hodges, who is 44 and describes herself as a “sociologist by training,” was the council’s acknowledged 
authority on budget and funding matters. She ran on the issue of reducing the city’s racial disparities. “I 
said the same thing in every room I spoke in,” she told me when we met in her office in the cavernous city 
hall. “I said, ‘In Minneapolis, we have the biggest racial gaps of any city by any measure. It is a moral 
imperative that we end that, but it’s also an economic imperative.’” Hodges talked explicitly about white 
people, people of color, and racial disparities—terms that most campaign consultants would urge their 
clients to shun—and defeated her opponent, the chair of the state’s Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, by an 
18-point margin. 

“A whole lot of white people thought the issue she was addressing was our principal challenge,” McGrath 
says. “That’s remarkable.” It’s a testament to Minneapolis’s enduring egalitarianism, but it’s also a 
consequence of the door-knocking and issue campaigns of the city’s liberal coalition. “There’s been a lot of 
political space created by progressive strategic organizing here in the city,” Hodges says. “It was hugely 
helpful to me as a candidate, but it will be even more helpful to me as a mayor. We have to make sure 
that everyone is at the table as we work on growing the city, and having people organized really facilitates 
that.”

The projects on which Hodges has embarked include a “cradle to kindergarten” program of infant health 
care and universal pre-K. As a council member, she initiated a pilot program to provide “body cams” for 
police officers to monitor their encounters with the public; she now wants to mandate the cameras for the 
entire department. She’s also seeking to route proposed transit lines to better connect minority 
communities to neighborhoods with jobs.

No city government may be more at odds with its governor and legislature than that of Phoenix. In 2010, 
Arizona enacted SB 1070, which encouraged police to stop and frisk Latinos and if they lacked 
documentation, to hand them over to federal agents for deportation. In response, the New York–based 
Four Freedoms Fund financed a massive voter-registration campaign in Phoenix’s Latino communities. The 
backlash against SB 1070 also fueled the successful efforts of an alliance of Latino and immigrant 
organizations and unions to elect Greg Stanton mayor in 2011. Stanton campaigned for union rights and 
marriage equality and against SB 1070. Five of the city council’s other eight members—three of whom are 
now Latinos—share Stanton’s politics. The council has directed Phoenix police not to hand over detainees 
to immigration agents for deportation and instructed the city’s lobbyist in Washington to support 
immigration reform.

Seattle’s leftward movement commenced when local unions of janitorial, health-care, supermarket, and 
warehouse workers formed a labor-community-environment alliance to win a living-wage ordinance. The 
regional tech boom has brought thousands of young professionals to the city, who have proved supportive 
of the coalition’s campaigns. “They’re open to human rights and environmental issues, of course,” says 
David West, who heads the alliance, “but they’re also not tax-averse and are strongly in favor of raising 
the minimum wage.” Going into last year’s city elections, Seattle already had a law for paid sick leave and 



one of the highest municipal minimum wages in the nation. A successful SEIU–led campaign to raise the 
hourly minimum to $15 in the small suburban community of SeaTac, adjoining Seattle’s airport, made 
raising the city’s own minimum to $15 the major issue in November’s mayoral campaign. Both candidates 
supported the raise, and the issue also swept a Trotskyist candidate onto the city council. The city’s new 
mayor, Ed Murray, who was chiefly known for his successful effort as a state legislator to legalize same-sex 
marriage, is negotiating the specifics of the raise.

Seattle’s pro-labor liberalism has trumped what many might view as its infatuation with all things techie. 
The city council capped the number of business licenses for such car services as Uber and Lyft after a 
campaign that cast the issue as a contest between outside investors and local Ethiopian-immigrant cab 
drivers. Last year, Murray’s predecessor blocked the construction of a Whole Foods market because of the 
chain’s anti-union stance.

The city’s ability to thwart the coming of a Whole Foods illustrates the often-circuitous ways in which 
municipalities are able to leverage their power to win the social outcomes they seek. Seattle was able to 
block Whole Foods by exercising its power over streets, since building the new market would have required 
the elimination of an existing alley.

“Even when they’re fiscally constrained, cities can set their own rules,” Pittsburgh’s Peduto says. By 
leveraging their power over contractors and developers who’ve received city assistance—or who may 
merely need city approval to close off an alley—municipal progressives are following the lead of the Los 
Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE), the group that pioneered the practice of requiring living 
wages and community hiring. Such measures are intended to accomplish indirectly and, at times, 
ingeniously what the federal government could accomplish directly, say, by raising the minimum wage, 
rewriting labor law, establishing stronger environmental safeguards, or legalizing undocumented 
immigrants. In the absence of such national legislation, cities are doing what they can.

The fiscal constraints to which Peduto alluded, though, are real. New York’s de Blasio had to secure the 
funding that establishes pre-K education in his city from the state—a revenue stream the city doesn’t 
control. Governor Andrew Cuomo, a Democrat, and Republican state senators blocked de Blasio and his 
city council allies from setting a municipal minimum wage in New York City, though living expenses there 
are far greater than they are in the rest of the state. A number of states have enacted laws forbidding their 
cities from raising wages or passing living-wage ordinances. 

Shortly after November’s city elections, President Obama invited 16 of the newly elected progressive 
mayors to a meeting at the White House. Peduto, Hodges, Murray, and de Blasio were among those who 
attended. Obama talked about his proposal for universal pre-K, which was languishing in Congress. At the 
federal level, it would obviously take some time to get such a measure enacted, Obama continued, or he 
could find 20 innovative mayors and get it done tomorrow. Provided they can scrape up the dollars.

Even within those limitations, it’s in blue states and cities—certainly not in Congress—that Obama’s 
agenda is being enacted. While increasing the minimum wage remains stymied on Capitol Hill, legislatures 
in Democratic states are hiking it to the level that Obama proposed, while cities have either increased 
theirs even more (Washington, D.C., raised its minimum to $11.50) or are considering it (San Francisco, 
like Seattle, to $15). While congressional Republicans resist legislation to combat global warming, cities are 



demanding strict energy--efficiency standards in their new buildings. While Republicans oppose legalizing 
undocumented immigrants, cities are ordering their police departments, in effect, to minimize 
deportations.

What’s happening in cities can be described as Obama’s agenda trickling down to the jurisdictions where it 
has enough political support to be enacted—but it’s also the incubation of policies and practices that will 
trickle up. With considerable creativity and limited power, the new urban regimes are seeking to diminish 
the inequality so apparent in cities and so pervasive nationwide. They are mapping the future of liberalism 
until the day when the national government can bring it to scale.
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Yup -- > The mayor’s vote totals were way down in virtually every black ward. In the West Side’s 28th 
Ward, Emanuel got 40 percent of the vote, down from 60 percent four years ago. The story was the same 
in the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th,9th, 17th, 20th, 21st, 24th, 29th and 34th Wards.

Most of the incumbent African-American aldermen publicly endorsed Emanuel, and many of them got 
financial help from the $2 million super PAC created to re-elect the mayor and bolster his City Council 
majority. But it was not enough to prevent a sizeable protest vote.

Forced into runoff against Garcia, hoarse Rahm says 
'We have a little bit further to go'
Posted: 02/24/2015, 07:44pm | Fran Spielman
For Rahm Emanuel, Tuesday’s mayoral election was the political equivalent of Groundhog Day: six more 
weeks of campaigning.

With 97 percent of the precincts counted, Emanuel had 45.3 percent to 33.9 percent for his top challenger 
Jesus “Chuy” Garcia. That’s 4.5 percent short of the 50 percent-plus-one vote that the mayor needs to 
avoid an April 7 runoff against Garcia. Millionaire businessman Willie Wilson was running third with 10.5 
percent, followed by Ald. Bob Fioretti (2nd) with 7.4 percent and William “Dock” Walls with 2.7 percent.

The 34 percent turnout — down from 42.5 percent four years ago — should have benefited the incumbent 
with the $15 million warchest and the most sophisticated get-out-the-vote operation. But it was not 
enough to spare Emanuel from the political embarrassment of a runoff and a grueling Round 2.

Despite an 11th-hour in-person endorsement from President Barack Obama that Emanuel turned into a 
closing campaign commercial, Wilson got just enough of the African-American vote to deny the mayor a 
second term outright.

Garcia also appeared to be doing considerably better than final polling suggested.

Emanuel addressed his supporters shortly before 9:30 p.m. and tried to put the best possible face on an 
embarrassing situation.

“Thank you, Chicago. We’ve  come a long way, and we have a little bit further to go,” Emanuel said.

“To those who voted for us, I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart. For those who voted for 
someone else, I hope to earn your support.”

Still hoarse from a severe cold that hit him in the final days of the campaign, Emanuel congratulated Garcia 
for a “good race” and called him a “good man” with whom he looks forward to debating the issues in the 



weeks ahead. Then, he braced his supporters for the grueling, six-week spring ahead.

“To those who are gathered here tonight and throughout the city, you have worked hard. I want you to 
take a moment to celebrate what we have accomplished over the last four years. Take stock in it, and let 
us double down because, tomorrow morning, I’ll  be seeing you at the L stops as I have every morning,” the 
mayor said.

“We will get back out there talking  to our friends and families and neighbors as they make a critical choice 
about who has the strength, who has the leadership, who has the ideas to move this great city forward so 
we can secure the future of this great city for our children.”

A triumphant Garcia followed the mayor to the podium, to the chants of “Chuy, Chuy.”

“So, nobody thought we’d be here tonight. They wrote us off. They said we didn’t have a chance. They said 
we didn’t have any money while they spent millions attacking us. Well, we’re still standing. We’re still 
running and we’re gonna win,” Garcia said.

“Today, we the people have spoken. Not the people with the money and the power and the connections. 
Not the giant corporations. The big-money special interests. The hedge funds and Hollywood celebrities 
who poured tens of millions of dollars into the mayor’s campaign. They all had their say. They’ve had their 
say for too long. But today, the rest of us had something to say.”

Garcia said he had just gotten off the phone with Chicago Teachers Union President Karen Lewis, who 
“sends her love” and said, “Tell them this is about the new democracy.”

Lewis persuaded Garcia to run in her place after she was diagnosed with brain cancer.

Then, Garcia framed the race ahead as a classic battle between the haves and have-nots.

“We’ve got six weeks of hard work ahead of us and believe me, these big-money interests are going to 
throw everything they got at us. They run this town and they’re not gonna give up easy. But we’re gonna 
fight and we’re gonna work hard and we’re gonna win. We’re gonna keep this city together,” he said.

Garcia’s campaign manager, Andrew Sharp, added, “There’s a real hunger for change in Chicago. There are 
tens of thousands of voters in Chicago who came out today and voted for change. The city is not working 
for ordinary people,” Sharp said.

Asked how Garcia could be outspent 12-to-1 and still force a runoff, Sharp said, “In the words of the 
Beatles, ‘Money can’t buy you love.’’

If there was any doubt Emanuel’s decision to close a record,50 public schools had alienated black voters, it 
was erased by the ward-by-ward vote totals.

The mayor’s vote totals were way down in virtually every black ward. In the West Side’s 28th Ward, 
Emanuel got 40 percent of the vote, down from 60 percent four years ago. The story was the same in the 
3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th,9th, 17th, 20th, 21st, 24th, 29th and 34th Wards.

Most of the incumbent African-American aldermen publicly endorsed Emanuel, and many of them got 
financial help from the $2 million super PAC created to re-elect the mayor and bolster his City Council 



majority. But it was not enough to prevent a sizeable protest vote.

Emanuel’s political beating was capped off by the fact that one incumbent alderman was defeated outright 
and nine others backed by the mayor’s super PAC were forced into runoffs. Even Patrick Daley Thompson, 
the nephew of Emanuel’s political mentor, was forced into a runoff in spite of support from Chicago 
Forward.

During an animated impromptu press conference, Frank Avila Jr., an attorney for Willie Wilson, claimed 
credit for the mayoral runoff.

“Without Willie Wilson in the race, Rahm Emanuel . . . would have been re-elected tonight,” Avila shouted. 
“Willie Wilson took it to Rahm Emanuel at his base with African-Americans and said Rahm was lying. At 
least a portion of those African-Americans listened to us.”

Even in the 13th Ward, where powerful House Speaker Michael Madigan is the ward committeeman who 
worked hard for Emanuel, the mayor got just 50.9 percent to 36.7 percent for Garcia. In the 19th Ward, 
another one of the handful of strong Democratic ward organizations, Emanuel got just 41.3 percent to 36.4 
percent for Garcia.

Trying to win more than 50 percent of the vote against four challengers is a tall order. It was particularly 
challenging for a polarizing figure such as Rahm Emanuel.

As the campaign drew to a close, Emanuel campaign advisers were realistic about the needle they were 
trying to thread.

“He got 55 percent of the vote the last time with the wind at his back,” said David Axelrod, Emanuel’s 
friend of 30 years who worked together with the mayor in the Obama White House.

Even the room Emanuel booked on election night — symbolically located at Plumber’s Union Hall — lacked 
the energy of the mayor’s big night in 2011.

A subdued, sparse crowd milled about more than an hour after most polls closed as John Cougar’s “Jack 
and Diane” played in the background, with the words “oh yeah, life goes on,” holding a special irony.

Members of Local 1, made up of hospitality, restaurant and cafeteria workers, made up the bulk of what 
was an underwhelming crowd at the close of polls inside of Rahm Emanuel campaign headquarters.

Kenneth Williams, a 33-year union member who works as a Bell Captain at the Doubletree Hotel on Ohio, 
said he thinks Emanuel is the only candidate who will be willing to fight Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner’s 
proposed budget cuts. ”He’s pretty much powerful enough, got the gumption enough, to stand up to the 
governor because I feel he’s going to do some unreasonable things to the city,” Williams said. “He’s already 
talking about cuts in CTA. [Rauner] seems to be coming after unions.”

Before the results were official, one supporter Ed Alexander, who lives in South Shore, still was holding out 
hope for 51 percent for Emanuel.

“I’ve seen a lot of the services that he’s provided to a lot of the communities that I frequent,” Alexander 
said. One is Engelwood area. I’ve seen a lot of things he’s brought to that area that are needed. Like child 
care service. And he’s also brought a legal assistance program there.”



Dudley Ade Locke, a retired educator and school administrator, said he thinks Emanuel has gotten a “raw 
rap” on how he’s handled schools. “Schools are underperforming,” Locke said. “They need to be closed.”

Like the election night party of fellow multimillionaire Rauner, the campaign for Wilson offered a cash bar 
to supporters who gathered in a Swissotel ballroom.

Though the potency was anything but certain, at $16 per well drink the price was certainly stiff.

As early totals trickled in, Wilson fielded a steady stream of interviews and relaxed in a 31st floor hotel 
room.

Regardless of the outcome, he said one thing is certain: “Win, lose or draw — I’m in politics to stay.”

Four years ago, Emanuel captured 58 percent of the black vote, 49 percent of the lakefront, one-third of 
the Hispanic vote and 49 percent of the white vote overall.

This time, the closest thing Emanuel had to a political base was the lakefront. There, he was hoping to 
reach the high-50s. If he did that, got half the black vote, hit the mid 50s among white voters and took a 
35 percent bite out of  Garcia’s Hispanic base, the mayor’s forces believed Emanuel could have avoided a 
run-off.

But the backlash against Emanuel’s decision to close a record 50 public schools apparently made holding 
half the African-American vote a tall order, in spite of Obama’s verbal and physical embrace.

Wilson spent more than $2 million of his personal fortune, much of it in television advertising and full-page 
newspaper ads that ran in the closing days of the campaign.

By drawing a protest vote in the double-digits, Wilson made it impossible for Emanuel to reach the magic, 
50 percent-plus-one. Garcia’s vow to deliver on Emanuel’s broken promise to hire 1,000 additional police 
officers obviously resonated and denied Emanuel even more votes.

A year ago, the mayor’s race was shaping up to be a far different story.

A Chicago Sun-Times poll showed Emanuel’s approval rating at 29 percent and just 8 percent among 
blacks.

But as vulnerable as Emanuel appeared to be, County Board President Toni Preckwinkle, the mayoral 
challenger that City Hall feared most, took a pass on the race, and so did other big-name challengers.

That prompted Chicago Teachers Union President Karen Lewis to step up to the plate. She had already 
gotten the best of Emanuel during the 2012 teachers strike instigated by the mayor’s bullying missteps. 
She had the guts to take him on again.

What would have been a colorful, but divisive, campaign came to a crashing halt in November. Lewis was 
diagnosed with brain cancer. After emergency surgery to remove a malignant brain tumor, she bowed out 
and worked behind the scenes to persuade Garcia to pick up the mantle.

With a late start and a lower profile, Garcia was only able to raise $1.3 million. Emanuel raked in $15 
million and outspent his No. 2 challenger more than 12-to-1.



Emanuel’s legendary fundraising was helped enormously by a longshot mayoral hopeful who donated 
$100,000 to himself, but ultimately decided not to run. That lifted state-imposed caps on campaign 
contributions and allowed Emanuel to go back to the same deep-pocket donors who had already maxed 
out.

During campaign debates, the nexus between Emanuel’s heavy-hitting donors and the mayor’s public 
appearances and official actions took center stage.

Fioretti pounced when asked about a Chicago Tribune investigation that concluded that half of Emanuel’s 
top 100 donors have received City Hall benefits ranging from contracts and permits to appointments and 
personal endorsements.

“$30 million, then all of these board appointments and look at those top 103 [donors]. Sixty of ’em 
received some kind of contract, some kind of benefit. If that’s not pay-to-play, I don’t know what is,” 
Fioretti said then.

Emanuel countered that the millions he’s raised has not stopped him from standing up to big business.

During a pre-election interview with the Chicago Sun-Times, Emanuel said there is no quid pro quo or pay 
to play.

“I’ve taken on supporters. Their support for me is not about this permit or this license or this zoning. This is 
about creating stability, managing the challenges the city faces and doing it with a sense of strength and 
leadership,” Emanuel said.

“They’re not getting anything. They don’t support what I’ve done on the minimum wage. They don’t 
support how I’ve cracked down on the housing piece and how I changed the way we do affordable 
housing. Did I not say to all the corporations that buy the skyboxes, `You’re not getting your little loophole 
anymore on the amusement tax?’”

Asked why he needs $15 million to get re-elected when his two strongest challengers didn’t run, Emanuel 
said, “Like I did for President Clinton and President Obama, I want people to know what we’ve done and 
what I’m going to do. I think that’s what campaigns are about.”

The mayor used the money to blanket the airwaves with slick campaign commercials to rehabilitate his 
image, particularly with African-American voters angered by the school closings, charter openings, rampant 
shootings and by Emanuel’s top-down management style. When Garcia went negative, Emanuel retaliated.

The ads featured African-Americans and emphasized the biggest moves Emanuel made to undercut the 
progressive base of his strongest challengers: raising Chicago’s minimum wage to $13 an hour by 2019 and 
offering free City Colleges tuition to CPS students who maintain a “B” average.

The mayor also got an 11th-hour boost from the $2 million super PAC created to re-elect Emanuel and 
strengthen his City Council majority.

Barred by law from coordinating with the Emanuel campaign, Chicago Forward made a $450,000 
commercial and cable television buy on the mayor’s behalf and spent another $35,000 on robo-calls for 
Emanuel as the campaign drew to a close.



Chicago Forward’s 30-second spot described Emanuel as “a mayor as strong as Chicago,” then trashed 
Garcia for casting a 1980s vote for the “biggest property tax increase in city history” and for claiming an 
“illegal” homeowners exemption on “two houses at the same time to avoid paying over $8,000 in taxes.”

The ad concluded with a kicker: “Chuy Garcia: Out for himself. Not us.”

Garcia was livid. He said the $8,500 in back taxes he owed the county was for a tax break he did not 
request and had no idea still applied to his parents’ Southwest Side home when he inherited the property 
after his mother died.

He defended his 1980s City Council vote — for a property tax increase that was actually the second-largest 
in Chicago history — as an effort to stave off 11,000 layoffs, including 5,000 police officers.

Garcia noted that Emanuel has been “on TV since Thanksgiving and it’s the least successful Rahm-com 
ever.”

Becky Carroll, the longtime mayoral ally now serving as chairman and CEO of “Chicago Forward,” didn’t buy 
Garcia’s argument that his “tough vote” for an $80 million property tax hike staved off thousands of 
layoffs.

“No one was ever prepared to lay off 11,000 workers. Mayor Harold Washington’s own staff admitted 
privately that the cuts were only a bluff and they would never have been carried out,” Carroll said.

“Garcia is willing to do and say anything to distance himself from the fact that he voted for the largest 
property tax hike in city history, just as he was willing to do anything to pass it.”

Emanuel himself proposed a five-year, $250 million property tax increase to shore up two of four city 
employee pension funds before substituting a 56 percent increase in the monthly tax tacked on to 
telephone bills at the behest of former Gov. Pat Quinn.

All of those issues and more are certain to be replayed in a grueling Round 2.

Among those in the crowd at Emanuel’s party was the iconic Ronnie “Woo-Woo,” who was wearing his 
trademark Cubs uniform.
After Emanuel’s remarks concluded, he turned and said: “So they gotta do all this again?”

Contributing: Natasha Korecki, Lauren FitzPatrick, Brian Slodysko, Diana Novak Jones

http://chicago.suntimes.com/chicago-politics/7/71/392817/emanuel-headed-toward-runoff-early-returns 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi.  Some background for speechwriters.  When do you expect to get the next draft?



STEM Institutes 
 
Goal:  

Incorporate high quality STEM programs in full-time curriculum   
 
Background: 

Individual schools have created innovative STEM programs and initiatives, but there is no way to 
share these programs across the system or give all schools guidance on how to incorporate 
STEM 
This is particularly challenging for girls and minorities underrepresented in STEM fields 

 
Announcement:  

For the first time, DOE will be hosting 3 STEM institutes for teachers citywide, across grade 
levels, to share practices and work directly with experienced STEM partner organizations (Solar 
One, Engineering is Elementary, Bootstrap, LEGO and others) 

o First institute in April (April 7-9 at Stuyvesant HS).  Up to 300 teachers will participate 
o Second institute will be this summer;  third will be spring of 2016 

Through this program, DOE will partner with non-profits, universities and corporations who have 
the expertise and capacity in STEM to support our teachers and students 
Funded in partnership with GE, which will also provide overall guidance and input into program 
Institutes will help DOE create tools (e.g., STEM Framework, Handbook for Professional 
Learning, etc.) to support schools in developing STEM programs and help build a mission and 
vision for STEM education in NYC, a key priority for the Chancellor 
Institutes will reach 600 – 800 teachers from 200 – 300 schools with 100K-150K students over 
the next 2 years.   
Overall, the work will impact all students and schools by helping schools understand and 
develop high quality STEM programs 

 
 
Industry Partnerships: 
 

• Goal is to align the city’s economic development strategy with our Workforce Development 
programs, and make long-term investments in the skills and training to create upward income 
mobility in the sectors we are supporting through our capital, incentive and land-use policies. 

• We will form partnerships with industry to ensure our workforce system is equipping people 
with the skills businesses need and improve quality of low-wage occupations 

• Focus on six sectors: 
o  health care and technology- high growth, higher wage 
o Industrial manufacturing and construction – offer relatively high income while not 

requiring high educational attainment 
o Retail and food service – robust job growth, but low wage, few benefits and limited 

stability 

 
 



*Quality Home Care Workforce Program – example of industry partnership 
 
Goal: 
 

Raise quality of home health aide (HHA) jobs, as well as improve retention and the quality of 
patient care, by improving the quality of training for new HHAs 
 

Background: 
Approximately 1 in 7 low-wage workers is a home care worker  
The NYS Department of Labor estimated the number of HHA jobs to grow by 48% between 2010 
and 2020 in New York City, with close to 5,000 openings a year 
Training, supervision, and scheduling practices often create a poor working environment and 
low income 
Annual turnover for HHAs is 25-50% in New York City, and often aides don’t make it past the 
first couple months.  
Hours can be insufficient and variable, and communication around scheduling can be a 
challenge. 

 
Announcement: 
 

Through SBS and New York Alliance for Careers in Healthcare, in partnership with 
Paraprofessional Healthcare Institute  and 1199SEIU Training and Employment Funds, we  are 
launching the Quality Home Care Workforce Pilot  
Program supports the City's Career Pathways strategy of building the skills employers seek and 
improving job quality for low income workers. 
Program will improve training, supervision, and scheduling practices, as well as offer financial 
counseling, which will lead to higher quality jobs, higher quality service, and more efficient 
operations 
Over the next six months: 

o 240 unemployed individuals will be trained as Home Health Aides using an enhanced 
curriculum that was industry informed 

o Another 240 individuals will be trained by CUNY using this same curriculum and 
committed employer partners 

o 240 current Home Health Aides will receive financial literacy counseling 
o Approximately 1,000 currently employed Home Health Aides will benefit from agency 

supervisory and scheduling training, depending on the size of the participating home 
care employers  

As a result, in Year 1 of the pilot program, 720 individuals will be impacted directly through 
training, with over a thousand low income workers impacted through supervisory and 
scheduling training. 

 
Hunts Point: 
 
Goal: 
 

• Reposition Hunts Point as a modern, resilient food distribution center that promotes local 
entrepreneurship and job growth in the South Bronx  



 
Background: 
 

• Hunts Point is one of the largest food distribution centers in the world, occupying 329 acres, 
housing more than 115 firms, and directly employing over 8,000 people  

• Opportunity to leverage city-owned assets to strengthen existing businesses and attract new 
entrepreneurs  

 
Announcement 

• Investing $150mm for infrastructure and other market improvements 
• Investment is in addition to the $25mm announced at the end of last year for critical 

infrastructure  
• Combined, these investments are more than what the City invested in last 12 years ($169mm) 
• Investments will improve existing facilities, reposition portions of the peninsula for job-intensive 

food uses, better link regional growers and producers with New York City consumers and  target 
job-dense businesses like value-add processors 

• Will create over 400 jobs while making the Food Distribution Center more sustainable and 
resilient, lowering operating costs for all businesses  and improving multi-model access

 
Industrial Initiatives: 
 
Goal 

Encourage public and private investments in the industrial sector to catalyze innovation, support 
businesses, and train our workforce for 21st century jobs.  

 

Background 

The industrial sector employs 540,000 people across NYC (15.7% of total workforce, 10.7% of 
Gross City Product) 
Median Wage: $56k; Average wage: $73k 

 

The industrial sector offers opportunities for a diverse workforce  

Approximately 50% of industrial sector jobs are available to individuals who do not have college 
degrees 
Median wage for non-college educated workers is $30k (50% higher than wages in other low-
skilled sectors such as accommodation, food services, and retail) 
Over 300,000 jobs in outer boroughs, primarily in Industrial Business Zones 

 

NYC is well positioned for Manufacturing 2.0  



BLS projections show industrial jobs will grow by 3-7% over the next 10 years in NYC 
$50 billion of goods production expected to return to U.S. by 2020 
NYC growth sectors in high-end goods/services 

o Food manufacturing, fabrication, digital production 
o Small tech-driven firms with links to traditional NYC industries 
o Bright talent pool – over 12,000 graduates per year in engineering, design, architecture, 

etc. 
 

Announcements: 

Innovative Manufacturing Centers 
o Develop a network of specialized technology facilities and programs to equip NYC 

residents and businesses: 
Technologies for digital manufacturing, fabrication, and robotics. 
R&D facilities for researchers (e.g. Samsung Smart Things Innovations Lab) 
Workspace for start-ups (e.g. WeWork) 
Fabrication lab with extension services for mature manufacturers (e.g. 
TechShop) 
Training and certification program (e.g. National Institute for Metalworking 
credentialing) 
Classrooms and events space for community engagement (e.g. Make @NYPL) 

 
Industrial Business Solutions Providers 

o Relaunch a NYC branded network of Industrial Business Solutions Providers (IBSPs) to be 
the City’s direct link to industrial businesses.  

Ensure increased and consistent funding for IBSP network ($2.5M per year) 
Create stronger communication, marketing, and feedback pathways between 
businesses and the City 
Deliver customized support for business strategy, process improvement, 
technology upgrades, financial management, and space efficiency 

 
Industrial / Manufacturing Industry Partnership 

o Help train New Yorkers to fill jobs in the modern industrial ecosystem.  
Convene service providers, business leaders, and other stakeholders to 
understand the needs of the industrial sector and develop adequate training 
programs. 
Create four Industrial and Transportation Career Centers (ITCCs) in select 
Industrial Business Zones with high job density. 
Target skills training and job placement in sub-sectors such as construction, 
manufacturing, transportation, utilities, and wholesale distribution. 
 

 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hey, can you give me a buzz when you get a minute?  



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Perfect, thank you!

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at 10:16 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: 3/6 lunch location

Great!
Thanks Liz.
Yes, Penny will be there at 12:30. She’s looking forward to meeting with John.
Let me know if something comes up in the meantime.
Thanks again!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
The Smith sounds great.  Does 12:30 still work?
 
Thanks!
 
Liz
 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, February 24, 2015 at 6:00 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: 3/6 lunch location
 
Hi, Liz.

I just spoke with Penny about her lunch with John, and she suggested The Smith at 956 2nd Ave (at 

51st St). Would that work well for John? If not, I’m happy to find another place.
Thanks again,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:



To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Sorry, it seems like my email from last week did not go through.  
 
John could make 3/3, 3/6 or just about any day the week of 3/9.  Let me know when might work best for 
Penny and we’ll add to the calendar.  
 
Thanks!
 
Liz
 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, February 20, 2015 at 10:05 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Request for lunch with Penny
 
Hi, Liz.
I’m writing to see if we might be able to schedule a time for Penny and John to meet over lunch. 

Penny’s lunchtimes are pretty much open starting on the 26th (not 3/4, 3/13) so would you let me 
know a couple days that work well for John?
Thanks again!
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From
Sent
To
Subject

More for speech.  We are expanding our college internships to Queens!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hi,
 
Here is more info. on the TTP Queens College Internship Program based on my discussion with
Kristen (copied in case I am missing or mischaracterizing anything here).
 
Queens Program Overview

- TTP partnership with Queens College will provide (i) pre-professional programming (details
TBD based on participant needs assessment) and (ii) paid technology internships with local
employers.  Private sector partners TBD and training service provider TBD.

- Program will serve between 75 and 100 upper level students (juniors/seniors focused on
tech), total across 3 cohorts.

- TTP will provide funding directly to Queens College, which will select and administer
program through a third-party provider.

- TIMING: TTP is working with Queens College to finalize contract ASAP and will determine

whether March 5th completion is possible by cob tomorrow.
 
Geographic Angle

- TTP is focused on partnering with educational institutions to source and cultivate tech talent
in all five boroughs. 

- Queens will be the third borough to forge a strong partnership between City and CUNY for
tech talent efforts, following Brooklyn Tech Triangle (CUNY in Brooklyn) and Microsoft +
Infor tech training commitments (CUNY in Manhattan).

- The long-term goal is to reach CUNY/higher ed institutions in Staten Island and the Bronx,
however there are no concrete partnerships with these institutions underway at this time.

 
Thanks!
Eleonora



 
 

Eleonora Bershadskaya
Policy Advisor
Office of the Deputy Mayor for Housing & Economic Development
EBershadskaya@cityhall.nyc.gov             
O: (212) 341-5032
C: (347) 604-2071
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Please let me know your thoughts. Thanks!!
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Remarks for Friday’s DC37 Black History event attached.
 
Let me know if you have any edits/suggestions.

Thanks,
Eugene
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
o: 212-341-5096
e: echow@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Have worked with Henry, dedication 
shows 

[SPACE]

Great to celebrate Black History Month
with you

Histories of Civil Rights Movement, 
Labor Movement, very much 
intertwined

Dr. Martin Luther King called them 
“the two most dynamic movements that 
reshaped the nation.”

Rings true; DC37’s impact on city is 
undeniable 

City’s largest union for public 
employees, with over 120,000 members 
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You are… 

o Paramedics, engineers,

o Nurse’s aides, librarians 

o Social workers, urban park rangers

o School crossing guards 

o Office, clerical workers 

Work across spectrum; members help 
make City great  

o You are glue that holds City 
together 

[SPACE]

Proud to say new era of labor relations 
– based on respect, real dialogue
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At start of Administration, no unions 
had contract; now nearly 75% signed
o DC37 one of earliest

Proud of that record… 

o …But it stands in contrast to 
troubling trend nationwide

Unions, collective bargaining powers
coming under attack in states like 
Kansas, Nevada, Wyoming, California

o Trying to erode generations of 
hard-won gains

Attack on unions is attack on middle 
class

As nation, should focus on lifting up –
not tearing down – middle class
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Something my Administration strives 
for every day

o Hope NYC can be good example 
of what is possible through mutual 
respect, cooperation

[SPACE] 

From Day 1, made fighting inequality 
top priority

Successes: Universal Pre-K, expanded 
living wage, paid sick leave 

This year, taking fight even further

Affordable housing #1 focus – reducing 
largest burden for many New Yorkers

Goal: build, preserve 200,000 
affordable units over next decade
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Have kindred spirit in Henry [Garrido] 

o Studied to be architect, wanted to 
build affordable housing

In meantime, will push forward with 
Housing Plan

oBold, ambitious plan

oBut must be steadfast, unwavering 

oSomething DC37 knows about 

Your history built on boldness, dogged 
pursuit of fairness

Black History Month good opportunity 
to reflect on shared struggle for 
equality

o …To celebrate battles won
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o …Recommit to ongoing fight

Dr. King said, “Our struggle is for 
genuine equality, which means 
economic equality”

o Powerfully recognized economic 
inequality at heart of injustice

In NYC, carrying on progressive legacy
– taking dead aim at inequality

Using every tool at our disposal to 
uplift millions, but can’t do it alone 

o Need your support 

Together, can change dynamic of city 
for generations to come

###



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

That would be TRANSCENDENT!
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
i’m fine with this - although we should deeply and powerfully try to reduce the use of the words deeply
and powerfully
 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at 4:30 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: Remarks: DC37 Black History
 
Please let me know your thoughts. Thanks!!
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Remarks for Friday’s DC37 Black History event attached.
 
Let me know if you have any edits/suggestions.

Thanks,
Eugene
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
o: 212-341-5096
e: echow@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Any concerns here as well?
We will acknowledge the PC
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hi Jerika,
 
These are good right, nothing else to add?  Should anyone get acknowledged?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Attached.
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
o: 212-341-5096
e: echow@cityhall.nyc.gov
 





2

Only 22 years old

Walked path of courage, service

Followed footsteps of father, retired 
NYPD officer, 22-year veteran

Incredible family – all raised with 
belief in helping others

o All 4 sons entered law 
enforcement, criminal justice

o Including Larry Byrne, NYPD 
Deputy Commissioner for Legal 
Matters

[SPACE]

Tragic loss of Officer Byrne shook city, 
nation 

o Attack on all of us, our core values
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Honor his life by coming together to 
stop violence, make streets safer

Nearly 3 decades later, city has come 
long way

Almost 1,900 murders in 1988 [year 
Officer Byrne died]

2014 record year: 332 murders, lowest 
since 1963, when reliable records 
started being kept 

Streets safer than ever – allowed 
economy to flourish, neighborhoods to 
rejuvenate, record number of tourists 

Extraordinary gains possible because
valor, professionalism, sacrifice of 
NYPD, their families
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o NYPD finest department in world,
results speak for themselves

Getting where we are today not easy –
today, painful reminder a dangerous job

We must protect protectors

o As Mayor, feel keen responsibility 

Have seen NYPD up close – dangers 
officers face, sacrifices they make

Speak at swearing-ins, graduations, 
promotions 

o Meet young people embarking on 
career of service, and family –
some with generations in NYPD

Have been at scenes of remarkable 
heroism 
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Sadly, have visited injured officers in 
hospital 

Worst of all, comforted grieving
families of officers killed – attended 
funerals 

Will never forget time with Liu, Ramos 
families – or their loss

Duty to protect officers weighs heavily 
on my mind

With Commissioner Bratton, have 
made backing police highest priority 

In process of replacing all bullet-
resistant vests over 5 years old  

o Investing $11.5 million over next 
two years  
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o Value priceless: since 1978, vests
saved lives of 87 NYPD officers

Adding over $350 million for enhanced 
training, new technology, greater safety

Including new smartphones for every 
patrol officer, tablets every patrol car

o Latest information at fingertips 
  

Additional training for every officer

o Keep safe, be more effective

And working to bring police-
community closer together

Investments not only keep officers 
safe…
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…give peace of mind to families, loved 
ones waiting anxiously at home 

[SPACE]

On behalf of all New Yorkers thank 
men, women of NYPD for courage, 
sacrifice, hard-work 

Your efforts have made difference for 
so many New Yorkers

Their dreams made possible – lives 
uninterrupted – because of safety you 
provided… 

Because officers like Eddie Byrne gave
what President Lincoln called the “last 
full measure of devotion” [Source: 
Gettysburg Address]
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With dedicated men and women of 
NYPD, know NYC will remain safest 
big city in nation

And NYPD will remain world’s 
greatest police department

###



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I hear ya. But cop was killed by drug dealers so think it may not be right audience. 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
I want to continue to press the point that radically reducing SQF & reducing small-time pot arrests free 
officers to go after the REAL bad guys… it helps bring police & communities closer together, so they work 
as partners & not adversaries… that’s not just a happy coincidence with last year’s record low crime/record 
low murders - i would argue it’s WHY crime is continuing to go down past the point that many said it could 
ever go

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at 4:54 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: FINAL: Officer Byrne Memorial

Any concerns here as well?
We will acknowledge the PC
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hi Jerika,
 
These are good right, nothing else to add?  Should anyone get acknowledged?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Attached.
 
----------------------------
Eugene K. Chow
Speechwriter
Mayor’s Office
o: 212-341-5096



e: echow@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I missed that – my brain freeze.  Happens here

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at 6:29 PM
To: Henry Berger <hberger@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: quick question

Also - sorry I called you "Harry". Brain fart!

On Feb 25, 2015, at 6:10 PM, Berger, Henry <HBerger@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

I’m around
Tried to call

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Do you have a moment?  (Actually, that wasn’t the question!)
 

 
 
John F. Del Cecato
Partner/Creative Director
AKPD Message and Media
915 Broadway, Suite 1301
New York, NY  10010
212-529-5775 (office)
212-529-0545 (fax)
917 685 4819 (mobile)
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Senator Warren gave this speech yesterday on the middle class.  Already has 1.4 million hits. 

Much better written than spoken, but definitely worth 5 min to watch:

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=423362941159538&pnref=story 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Srsly.
 
Great call. Data says our fb video is killlllling it these days.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

We should totally put the best part of next week's speech in video on Facebook.
 
1.4 million hits aint no joke:
 
 
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=423362941159538&pnref=story 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Judd Legum (@JuddLegum)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Sending you Mahen’s fact check. Also, lots of concern from the group on these two lines. They
either want struck or toned down. Let’s discuss

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Sunday, by phone

From



Sent
To
Cc
Subject

When is the next prep session on ABNY? 

These are good flags -- we need to adjudicate the broad approach, and measure the
individual pieces, as a full working group

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
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ABNY OUTLINE 
2/25/15 – 6:00 PM 

 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
17 months ago, I was honored to address an event hosted by this distinguished 
organization -- just about a month before the 2013 mayoral election.   
 
At that time, there were some pundits who wondered exactly how ABNY would 
receive me. 
 
After all, my campaign was built around progressive change – about taking aim at 
inequality and helping rebuild our middle class.  Surely – the cynics argued – 
progressive ideas would be met with the sound of crickets -- or perhaps worse – 
when presented to those who’ve dedicated their lives to growing businesses and the 
economy.   
 
But knowing this organization, and many of the individuals who comprised the 
audience that day, I wasn’t the least bit worried. 
 
That day, I said, QUOTE: “We cannot resign ourselves to the mindset that says rising 
inequality is a necessary byproduct of urban success.”  No one booed or hissed or 
left the room.  Instead, that call was met with resounding agreement. 
 
That’s because this organization understands – as do I – that rising inequality isn’t 
just a problem for those of modest means….not just a threat to those barely hanging 
on to their place in the middle class.  We understand that inequality is a crisis that 
impacts all of us -- including those who have enjoyed great personal success.   
 
If New York can’t be a city of genuine opportunity for all – regardless of the 
circumstances of your birth – we not only lose a part of who we are…we risk losing 
our place as a global center of innovation, diversity, and progress.   
 
That is why we refuse to accept the false choices that that for too long defined how 
some viewed our city: 
 

That sustained economic growth is fated to only help SOME, while leaving 
many behind; 
 
That more development inevitably means everyday New Yorkers will be 
priced out; 
 
That New York can’t be both a growing city AND a city of opportunity for all. 
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We know that shortsighted thinking doesn’t have to define our future. 
 
A progressive agenda – one that seeks to reduce the cost of living for working 
families, as well as boost their wages – isn’t in conflict with a thriving economy.  In 
fact, it can and MUST be the foundation for a lasting, growing economy. 
 
Take a look at 2014. 
 
Last year, New York saw:  
 

95,900 jobs added in 2014 – the highest year-to-date growth rate in the past 
20 years; 

 
More than four million private sector jobs – an all-time high; 

 
An unemployment rate down two whole points in less than a year – steepest 
decline since reporting began in 1976; (this is inaccurate – NYC 
unemployment rate in Dec 2013 was 8% and, by December 2014, it was 
6.3%) 

 
The expansion of an entertainment industry that produced a record 40 
unique television series and over 240 films right here in New York last year; 

 
And the continued growth of a booming tech sector that now employs nearly 
300,000 people.   

 
Our city is growing, both in terms of our economy and the number of people who 
want to call New York home.  By 2040, we will be a city of 9 million people.   
 
So we remain focused on a critical challenge: growing our economy in a way that is 
broad-based and guided by expanding opportunity to every New Yorker – because 
the best and brightest come from every neighborhood in every borough.  And if 
families can’t afford to stay in the city, we are ALL denied the contributions made by 
those unrealized success stories.   
 
Now, there are two sides to the affordability equation: finding more affordable 
places for families to live; and helping grow New Yorkers’ pocketbooks (higher 
wages; better benefits; more programs to ease the squeeze that so many families 
feel). 
 
In the State of the City, we talked about our affordable housing plan: the boldest 
municipal affordable housing plan in U.S. history.   
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Our housing plan means: 
 

For the first time ever, a REQUIREMENT of affordable housing as a 
CONDITION of new development; 

 
Protecting and strengthening rent regulations in to protect the make sure 
units that are currently affordable STAY that way; 

 
This adds up to 200,000 new units of affordable housing created or 
preserved over a decade, with units created and preservedbuilt at more than 
double the average annual rate of any time in of the last 25 years.   

 
And we’re committed to the things besides affordable housing that make 
neighborhoods livable: good schools, parks, playgrounds and other open 
spaces, new commercial development. 
 
Finally, we’re taking unprecedented steps to crack down on predatory 
landlords who want only to make a quick buck at the expense of their 
tenants’ well-being… and our city’s affordability.    

 
Making housing in New York more affordable is essential to keeping ours a city of 
opportunity and innovation.  
 
So make no mistake, this administration will vigorously execute our affordable 
housing plan as long as I am Mayor. 
 
But housing is only one side of the affordability equation.   
 
That is why we’re also working to grow our economy…to expand new job 
opportunities, and drive wages in our city UP.   
 
This Administration is fighting for smart, inclusive, five-borough economic growth… 
growth that benefits ALL New Yorkers, not just those at the top. 
 
The partnership of the people in this room is critical to making New York a stronger, 
fairer city for all who call it home.  It is also critical to keeping New Yorker a growing 
city defined by openness and innovation -- in other words, a special place to start or 
grow a business. 
 
Our City will do its part -- first, by investing in our people so that businesses don’t 
need to look far to find the most skilled, best qualified workers in the world. 
 
Specifically:  
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We’re starting early with more than 53K students enrolled in pre-K last year, 
and another 15K this year (we need to match what we said in Albany budget 
testimony, which was “approximately 70,000 children in year two”)… Nearly 
dDoubling the number of middle school students in afterschool programs to 
keep them safe and learning – and giving working parents peace of mind 
during those hours between the end of the school day and the workday. 

 
We’re on the cutting edge – with the Tech Talent Pipeline to support the 
growth of New York’s technology sector and train New Yorkers to be those 
companies' premier hiring choice.  This program will not only enable the 
next great tech innovations to come from New York, but ensure they are 
driven by New Yorkers from every background and every borough.   

 
We’re thinking big – by moving forward with a plan to redesign our 
workforce development system to arm up to 30,000 New Yorkers a year with 
the skills for 21st century jobs.   FROM SOTC – SOMETHING MORE SPECIFIC 
WE CAN SAY?? 
 
And we’re looking to the future: the DOE will incorporate high-quality 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math or STEM programs into the full-
time curriculum.  The City will be hosting 3 STEM institutes for teachers 
citywide, across grade levels, to share practices and work directly with 
experienced STEM partner organizations (Solar One, Engineering is 
Elementary, Bootstrap, LEGO and others).  The first institute will be in April 
at Stuyvesant HS; up to 300 NYC public school teachers will participate. 

 
And the City will also do its part by making significant investments in our city’s 
infrastructure, so that businesses have the physical prerequisites for growth.   This 
City gets how important infrastructure is to economic growth, and we’re putting our 
money where our my mouth is:  
 
We invested in new economic hubs to create 3,000 new jobs in the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard and 1,000 new jobs at the Brooklyn Army Terminal.  These are PERMANENT 
jobs in areas of the city that for so long sat unused.  They exemplify smart, inclusive 
growth, in developing places that had sat largely unused for decades.   
 
Today I want to announce a new proposed reinvestment project based on that same 
philosophy. 
 
Hunts Point is a critical food distribution hub in the Bronx near the RFK Bridge.  This 
site is large, occupying 329 acres and supporting 115 individual businessesprivate 
wholesalers that employ over 8,000 people. 
 
The buildings that currently sit in this space are crumbling.  If we do nothing, 
facilities at this site will eventually be forced to shut down, thousands of jobs will be 
lost, and our city’s infrastructure will be dealt a major blow.    
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Our plan would invest $169 million over 12 years to revitalize the site so that it 
grows rather than decays.   
 
These investments will repair existing facilities, reposition portions of the peninsula 
for job-intensive food uses, and better link regional growers and producers with 
New York City consumers. They will also preserve thousands of jobs in the South 
Bronx, and create hundreds more new ones.   
 
Our plan would fortify a vital aspect of our infrastructure – our food supply – in a 
way that is sustainable, improving New York’s resilience in the face of natural 
disasters like Super-Storm Sandy.    
 
It would strengthen our city’s critical partnership with upstate communities, farms 
and businesses, recognizing that rooftop farms in Greenpoint can’t feed EVERY New 
Yorker.   
 
And coupled with plans for new, affordable housing development on the South 
Bronx waterfront, this plan shows that when we talk about growth in every 
neighborhood and every borough, we mean it.   
 
This is just one example of the type of infrastructure improvements we will be 
undertaking.  Some projects will require partnerships, as well.  In coming months, 
we’re going to talk about big infrastructure projects that will necessitate federal 
help.    
 
But I want get back to talking about the partnership that this city seeks to 
strengthen with you.  
 
I’ve talked about how New York City will do OUR part to tackle our inequality crisis, 
I want to call on you do YOURS. 
 
If New York City because a fundamentally unaffordable place… one where the best 
and brightest can’t afford to stay… no one will suffer more than the business 
community. 
 
That’s one reason why so many business leaders I talk to favor raising the minimum 
wage. 
 
Now, there are SOME people who say that a more than  $13 minimum wage in New 
York City is a “non-starter.”  But let me tell you what’s REALLY a non-starter: for 
New York to sit idle and watch our city become a place where only the super-rich 
can afford to live.   
 
Raising the minimum wage won’t make everyone in the city wealthier overnight, but 
it would have a powerful upward pull on wages across the city, including for those 
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who make more than the minimum.  This means more money for New Yorkers to 
spend, growing local businesses, and our city economy.  
  
If you’re in the business of selling multimillion dollar homes to foreign billionaires, 
or manufacturing yachts or Faberge eggs, then a raise in the minimum wage 
probably won’t help you.  But given the stock market’s record rebound, business is 
probably awful good for you these days.  
 
On the other hand, if your business relies on consumer spending in New York City, 
this should be something you fight for.     
 
So I’m calling on all of you here today to fight – FIGHT – for Albany to raise the City 
minimum wage to over $13 an hour….  and to locally index it so that it rises to a 
projected $15 by 2019.   
 
Let those of us in this room – and millions of new Yorkers across our city – speak to 
Albany with one voice.  We don’t want a symbolic gesture.  We won’t accept half a 
loaf.  We need a higher, indexed minimum wage, and we need it now! 
 
And we can’t talk about keeping New York open and affordable without talking 
about housing, which is why I am calling on all of you to be allies as we push for our 
affordable housing plan, both in our city and in Albany.   
 
That means forcefully advocating for strengthening our rent regulations that keep 
people from being priced out of our city…. And for keeping MTA fares low because 
transit fare increases are tantamount to an enormously regressive tax increase. 
(don’t believe this last line accurately reflects BdB’s position; he’s not fully against a 
transit fare increase; he simply believes that riders can’t bear the burden for MTA’s 
shortfall on their own – state and federal govt need to step up)  
 
This partnership also means dealing head on with some of the negative 
consequences of gentrification.  The business community has self-interested 
incentive to condemn anyone who games the system to get rich off of making 
neighborhoods less affordable.   
 
These people – be they predatory landlords or unscrupulous real estate operations – 
would mortgage the future of our city for small short-term profits.  We need your 
help to stop them from getting away with it.    
 
Our work to tackle our inequality crisis and keep New York and open innovative 
place won’t be easy, but there is so much we can do on our own as a city, if we – this 
Administration, the people in this room and everyday New Yorkers across our City – 
all work together. 
 
PERSONAL SMALL BUSINESS/ ABNY STORY HERE.   
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The imagination, enthusiasm, and grit of the people who call this city home are so 
wonderfully exemplified in this room.   But we must not forget how much of your 
success has grown from the fertile ground of a city of opportunity – and that your 
continued success requires that every child of New York has the same shot at 
chasing her dreams as you did. 
 
So today, let’s recommit to making our city a place of opportunity and innovation, 
not one of cloistered opulence.   
 
We owe it to the next generation -- and to one another – to do what generations of 
New Yorkers have done: leave our city more open, inclusive, and inspiring than we 
found it.   
 
It’s a big job, but the stories of the people in this room demonstrate that it is a task 
well worth undertaking.  And we will do it together. 
 
Thank you!  



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 

- Noah McQueen





Chuck Kennedy/The White House

NPR's policy is to not make internal edits to interviews with sitting presidents. But as with all
StoryCorps conversations, and just as when President George W. Bushrecorded in 2008, this
one has been edited for length.
Audio produced for by Michael Garofalo and John White.
StoryCorps is a national nonprofit that gives people the chance to interview friends and loved
ones about their lives. These conversations are archived at the American Folklife Center at
the Library of Congress, allowing participants to leave a legacy for future generations. Learn
more, including how to interview someone in your life, atStoryCorps.org.
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965



ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Damn good questions! You should sub for Larry whenever he can't do the show

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Tried to bring out my inner-Wilmore.  Here's a start:

 
Race
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Knowing what you know now, would you 
have still made that tv ad with Dante?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Would you still say Black Lives Matter?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Would you still have been BFFs with 

Sharpton?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->Would you admit hiring Shaprton’s person 

maybe not the best idea for your administration?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->5. <!--[endif]-->I saw you all buddy-buddy with one of the 

guys saying you have blood on your hands,…did you ever just want to say,  
“fuck you?”

<!--[if !supportLists]-->6. <!--[endif]-->They went after your wife pretty bad.  If 
you could punch one of these guys – would it be the head of the police union or 
Rupert Murdoch?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->7. <!--[endif]-->Do you sometimes wish your children were 
white so their lives would be easier?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->8. <!--[endif]-->Dante has a whole security team. Do you 
really still think he’s not safe?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->9. <!--[endif]-->Do you think the attacks on your wife have 
been racist?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->10. <!--[endif]-->What was going through your mind when 
the police turned their backs on you?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->11. <!--[endif]-->What’s it like being a white man raising 
children of color?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->12. <!--[endif]-->Have you smoked pot at Gracie? Any 



arrests we don’t know about?
 

 
 
 
Politics
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Do you think Hillary Clinton will be 
President?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Who do you think her toughest challenger 
will be?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->What do you think her toughest challenge 
will be?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->Does she have your backing? Why or why 
not?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->5. <!--[endif]-->Would you vote for her or Warren?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->6. <!--[endif]-->Who do you think will focus the most on 

income inequality?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->7. <!--[endif]-->Do you think Obama’s been a good 

president?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->8. <!--[endif]-->Has he kept his word to the American 

people?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->9. <!--[endif]-->Do you think Hillary would be a better 

president than him?
<!--[if !supportLists]-->10. <!--[endif]-->Do you think you are blacker than Bill 

Clinton?
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

What are your thoughts on a video for Inner Circle featuring you and the Gov to the tune of
“Anything you can do, I can do better?”
 
Would be a few short clips of both of you in your office doing random things – think bouncing a ball
on a paddle, dribbling a soccer ball, balancing a spoon on your nose, etc (we can make it more
dignified). Would have the editing feel of the Buscemi video from last year with the song in the
background.
 
This could be a fun little thing that goes a long way.
 
Team is for.  Thoughts?
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

agree

From: <Katz>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2015 at 2:05 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "John, Roxanne" <RJohn@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: Night of Too Many Stars

We should 100% do this.  For many reasons
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Rebecca,
 
Are you familiar with Robert Smigel’s autism education benefit, Night of Too Many Stars?  I have 
also been working on that, and we taped a big show at the Beacon Theatre just this past Saturday 
night.  You may have read some of the press about it – the show was hilarious, and also touching.  
There is a second part to the show, and that is a celebrity phone bank that will air LIVE on Comedy 
Central this Sunday night from 8 – 10pm.  Jon Stewart is host, and it will take place in the Daily 
Show studio.
 
Here’s a link to Night of Too Many Stars on the Comedy Central web site.
 
http://www.cc.com/shows/night-of-too-many-stars
 
I was talking to Robert Smigel last night, and he asked me if I could reach out to the Mayor to see if 
he might want to briefly drop by the phone bank.  We’d figure out something fun to do with him.  
Some of the other people who will be there include Larry David, Martin Short, Larry Wilmore, John 
Oliver, the ladies from Broad City, Susan Sarandon, Uzo Aduba, and several of the Daily Show 
correspondents, plus many more.
 
Robert and his wife have a 17-year-old son who has fairly severe autism, hence his drive to put this 
show together every other year. 
 
The show is always a tremendous amount of fun, and it raises money for autism education programs 
nationwide.
 



Let me know if he can make it.
 
Thanks!
 
Best,
Hillary
 
Hillary Kun
Co-Executive Producer
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart
(212) 468-1760
hkun@thedailyshow.com
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Fromo just sent
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hi team,
Want to be sure we have updated copy soon so that we can incorporate any additional fact checks
and get the visuals coordinated.
 
Also, teams getting restless to review.
 
There an ETA?
 
Thanks!
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Well done!! And would appreciate full readout. And thank Wiley and Steve for me!

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Mayor, First Lady
 
Eid announcement has made national and local news, including CNN, New York Times, MSNBC,
Education Week, Reuters, Huffington Post, etc. Our advance rollout via twitter, thanks to Wiley and
Steve, ensured we made the morning broadcast news with “ breaking news.” We can get you a full
readout of coverage, but overall tremendously positive event and positioned New York’s leadership.
 
Here’s a great photo from the NYT:
 



 
The 6 a.m. tweet (https://twitter.com/BilldeBlasio/status/573075877677961216) has now been
retweeted more than 2,400 times.
 
The follow-up tweet from this afternoon
(https://twitter.com/BilldeBlasio/status/573164722368999424) has been retweeted more than 900
times.
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Katy would know best. It’s good. It also fits better with tripling the number of workers.
 
_________________________________
James Patchett
Chief of Staff
Deputy Mayor for Housing & Economic Development
JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov
O: 212-788-3128
C: 917-847-5275
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
James told me four fold so just want to get his take to make sure we're on the same
page.  James -- thoughts?

On Mar 4, 2015, at 5:06 PM, Gunaratna, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
wrote:

Can you change this part?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
We have said triple previously, which I feel more comfortable with. 
The source is the report and the promises we've made there. 

From
Sent



To
Subject

Katy,
 
Is the part in yellow correct? Do you have sourcing?
 
Thanks,
 
Mahen
 
--
 
For too long, our City has focused a half a billion dollar training and
workforce development budget on initiatives that led to temporary, low
paying jobs that offered only superficial opportunity.  Over the past few
years, less than 10% of our workforce development investment has gone
into skills training.  We’re increasing that, FOUR-FOLD.  
 
We’re moving forward with a plan to redesign our Career Pathways
system to arm up to 30,000 New Yorkers annually with the skills they need
for quality, stable jobs of today and tomorrow.  That’s more than TRIPLE
the number of New Yorkers who currently receive this type of training. 
 
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Alicia said- Change Costco to Aetna
 
On page 5 – we will partner with modern manufacturing companies… (currently not happening)
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Steve--Is your 55% comparing apples to apples (10 yrs v 10 yrs)?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

“More than double what it had been” isn’t accurate in this context.  It’s accurate to say
that the Mayor’s 2015 budget doubled HPD’s 5-year budget compared to what was
previously budgeted for those same years by the Bloomberg Administration.  However,
the $8.2 billion City Capital budget for Housing New York is 55% more (not double)
than the total City Capital budget for the Bloomberg-Era New Housing Marketplace
Plan.

Also, we expect our leverage ratio to be somewhat lower than the New Housing
Marketplace Plan (3x vs 2.48x) because we are financing more costly units (deeper
affordability; more new construction).

So back to the drawing board.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



How about this?

_________________________________
James Patchett
Chief of Staff
Deputy Mayor for Housing & Economic Development
JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov
O: 212-788-3128
C: 917-847-5275

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi John,

Here are the facts on the Housing New York budget:
• The Mayor’s 2015 budget (e.g. the five-year plan) more than

doubled HPD’s annual capital budget
• The total projected City Capital over ten years will be $8.2 billion

(FY15 to FY25)
• This City Capital will leverage private sources on a 3 to 1 basis
• Total development costs for preserving and creating 200,000

units will be $41.4 billion

Let me know if you have questions.



Steve

Steven Caputo
New York City Mayor’s Office
scaputo@cityhall.nyc.gov
(o) 212-788-3019
(m) 347-224-8807



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:
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ABNY SPEECH 
3/4/15 – 6:30PM 

 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
17 months ago, I was honored to address an event hosted by this organization -- just 
about a month before the 2013 mayoral election.   
 
At that time, there were some pundits who wondered exactly how ABNY would 
receive me. 
 
After all, my campaign was built around progressive change – about taking aim at 
inequality and helping rebuild our middle class.  Surely – the cynics argued – 
progressive ideas would be met with the sound of crickets – or perhaps worse – 
when presented to those who have dedicated their lives to growing businesses and 
the economy.   
 
But knowing this organization, and many of the individuals who comprised the 
audience that day, I wasn’t the least bit worried. 
 
That day, I said, QUOTE: “We cannot resign ourselves to the mindset that says rising 
inequality is a necessary byproduct of urban success.”  No one booed or hissed or 
left the room.  Instead, that call was met with resounding agreement. 
 
That’s because ABNY understands – as do I – that rising inequality isn’t just a 
problem for those of modest means… not just a threat to those barely hanging on to 
their place in the middle class.  You and I understand that inequality is a crisis that 
impacts ALL of us -- including those who have enjoyed great personal success.   
 
If New York cannot be a city of genuine opportunity for ALL – regardless of the 
circumstances of their birth – then we not only lose a part of who we are – we risk 
losing our place as a global center of innovation, diversity, and progress.   
 
That is why we REFUSE to accept the false choices that for too long have defined the 
way that some have viewed our city: 
 

That sustained economic growth is fated to only help SOME, while leaving so 
many behind; 
 
That more development inevitably means that everyday New Yorkers will be 
priced out; 
 
That New York cannot be both a growing city AND a city of opportunity for 
all. 
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We know that sort of myopic thinking should not, and will not, define our future. 
 
A progressive agenda – one that seeks to reduce the cost of living for working 
families, as well as boost their wages – is not in conflict with fostering a thriving 
economy.  In fact, it can and MUST be the foundation for a sustainable, growing 
economy. 
 
We’ve just begun to implement our agenda, but if 2014 is any indication, policies 
promoting fairness and equality are doing anything but precluding economic 
growth.   
 
Just take a look at the good news from last year.   
 
Last year, New York saw:  
 

95,900 jobs added; 
 

More than four million private sector jobs – an all-time high; 
 

An unemployment rate down nearly two points in less than a year – with the 
third quarter experiencing the largest three-month drop in unemployment 
on record; 
 
The expansion of an entertainment industry that produced a record 46 
television series and over 240 films right here in New York; 

 
And the continued growth of a booming tech sector that now employs nearly 
300,000 people.   

 
Our city is growing, both in terms of our economy, and the number of people who 
want to call New York home.  By 2040, we will be a city of 9 million people.   
 
And so we remain focused on a critical challenge: growing our economy in a way 
that is broad-based and guided by expanding opportunity for every New Yorker.  We 
know that the best and brightest come from every neighborhood in every borough – 
and those with the grit and determination to succeed come from all walks of life.  So 
if families can’t afford to stay in our city, then we are ALL denied the contributions 
offered by those unrealized success stories.   
 
Now, there are two sides to the affordability equation: finding more affordable 
places for families to live; and helping grow New Yorkers’ incomes  -- through 
higher wages, better benefits, and more steps to reduce the squeeze that so many of 
our families feel. 
 
In the State of the City, I talked about my Administration’s affordable housing plan: 
the boldest municipal affordable housing plan in U.S. history.  
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Our housing plan means: 
 

For the first time ever, a REQUIREMENT of affordable housing as a 
CONDITION of new development resulting from rezoning; 

 
Fighting to protect and strengthen rent regulations to ensure that housing 
units that are currently affordable will STAY that way; 
 
And dedicating $36 million to protecting tenants from harassment and 
cracking down on predatory landlords – the minority of landlords who want 
only to make a quick buck at the expense of their tenants’ well-being…at the 
expense of our city’s affordability.    
 
We’re more effectively leveraging private capital with our enormous $8.2 
billion investment – over 50% more than what it had been – to produce more 
units for a broader range of New Yorkers. 
 
All of that adds up to 200,000 units of affordable housing created or 
preserved over a decade…units built at DOUBLE the average annual rate of 
the last 25 years.   
 
Additionally, we’re catalyzing 160,000 new market rate units to help housing 
supply keep up with a growing population.   
 
And as we re-zone to add more housing capacity, we are committed to 
making concurrent investments in infrastructure, so that communities don’t 
have to wait years for new schools, parks, playgrounds and other open 
spaces.  These are hallmarks of responsible development… and priorities to 
this Administration.  

 
Making housing in New York more affordable is critical to keeping this a city of 
opportunity and innovation.  
 
But housing is only one side of the affordability equation.   
 
That is why we are also working to GROW our economy…to expand new job 
opportunities, and drive wages in our city UP.   
 
This Administration is fighting for smart, inclusive, five-borough economic growth… 
growth that benefits ALL New Yorkers -- NOT just those at the top. 
 
The partnership of the people in this room is critical to making New York a stronger, 
fairer city for ALL who call it home.  It is critical to keeping New Yorker a city 
defined by openness and innovation -- a special place to start or grow a business. 
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Our city will do ITS part -- first, by investing in our people, so that businesses don’t 
need to look far and wide to find the most skilled, best qualified workers in the 
world. 
 
Specifically:  
 
We’re starting early with more than 53,000 students enrolled in pre-K LAST year – 
this year it will be available to EVERY family that wants it.   
 
And we are more than DOUBLING the number of middle school students in 
afterschool, to keep them safe and on task, giving working parents peace of mind 
during those critical hours between the end of the school day and the end of the 
work day. 
 
And our commitment to making New York a place where EVERYONE is prepared for 
opportunity goes much further.    

 
We are making a $29 million investment to expand academic intervention and STEM 
at CUNY community colleges, because an education granting the knowhow needed 
for 21st century jobs ought to be available to EVERYONE in New York City.   
 
For too long, our City has focused a half a billion dollar training and workforce 
development budget on initiatives that led to temporary, low paying jobs that 
offered only superficial opportunity.  Over the past few years, less than 10% of our 
workforce development investment has gone into skills training.  We’re increasing 
that amount, THREE-FOLD.    

 
We’re moving forward with a plan to redesign our Career Pathways system to arm 
up to 30,000 New Yorkers annually with the skills they need for quality, stable jobs 
of today and tomorrow.  That’s more than TRIPLE the number of New Yorkers who 
currently receive this type of training.   

 
We’re working with companies across many industries – from health care to 
construction – and we recognize that each industry has different needs. In some 
industries, we need to make sure that new jobs mean better wages and benefits for 
workers.  Other industries -- like technology -- are growing rapidly, but are in need 
of space…and especially talent.     

 
That’s why we created the Tech Talent Pipeline: to support the growth of New 
York’s booming technology sector, AND training New Yorkers to be those 
companies' premier new hires. 3,000 New Yorkers will benefit from our action THIS 
year.  Not sometime in the distant future -- THIS YEAR.  
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Another example: modern manufacturing….  New businesses that utilize technology 
and the ingenuity of New Yorkers from every borough to quickly turn exciting ideas 
into tangible products, regardless of their scale.  It means using technologies like 3-
D printers that are revolutionizing production so that great ideas can come to life 
right here, right now in New York City.  It’s a SECTOR that offers opportunities for a 
diverse workforce, and is critical to our future. 
 
We’ll partner with modern manufacturing companies to make sure that our training 
initiatives are offering New Yorkers the skills needed in this industry.  We’re also 
securing commitments from businesses to HIRE New Yorkers who complete this 
training.   
 
The City will also do its part by making significant investments in the built 
environment so that businesses have the physical prerequisites for growth.   New 
York City understands how important infrastructure is to economic growth, and 
that is why we are putting our money where our mouth is.   
 
We’re investing in City-owned assets so that innovative businesses can grow.   
 
Brooklyn Navy Yard is a $140 million redevelopment project that will transform a 
previously underutilized warehouse space into a modern manufacturing facility that 
will create 3,000 good jobs.  Because of our investment, a cold, empty space is 
becoming a hub of opportunity, filled with exciting, creative businesses…. And with 
job training opportunities ON SITE to ensure new opportunities here are open to 
EVERY New Yorker.   
 
We’re taking what works at the Navy Yard – capital investment, job training, and a 
bold approach and applying it to the Brooklyn Army Terminal, where we’re opening 
half a million square feet for modern manufacturing businesses.  This means 1,000 
new jobs…. PERMANENT jobs representing smart, inclusive growth, in space that 
was unused for decades.   
 
Today, I want to announce a new project based upon that same philosophy – Hunts 
Point, a key food distribution hub in the South Bronx.   
 
Our plan will invest $150 million over 12 years to revitalize Hunts Point -- fortifying 
a vital aspect of our infrastructure – our food supply.  
 
 It will modernize the buildings and infrastructure that are currently there, and open 
up new space for small businesses.  More than that, it’s a bold vision and a major 
financial commitment that will make the site resilient and sustainable, improving 
New York’s readiness for natural disasters like Superstorm Sandy.    
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It’s hard to overstate how important this facility is for our city. It occupies 329 acres 
and supports 115 private wholesalers that employ over 8,000 people.  These are 
good, decent-paying jobs for New Yorkers at every education level.  Our plan 
protects those jobs and positions the site to create many more jobs for New Yorkers 
in the future.   
 
And it will include dedicated space to better link food grown and produced in 
Upstate New York, strengthening our city’s critical partnership with Upstate 
communities, farms, and businesses.  I know there are many great rooftop farms in 
Greenpoint… but we all understand that they can’t provide enough food for EVERY 
New Yorker.  Strengthening our Upstate partnerships is CRITICAL.   
 
This is just one example of the type of infrastructure improvements we will be 
undertaking.  Some projects will require partnerships.  In the coming months, we’re 
going to unveil large infrastructure projects that will necessitate federal help.   
 
But we can do so much on our own.  In fact, we’re fostering the growth of whole new 
INDUSTRIES.  We’re doing so in ways that offer opportunities to all New Yorkers, 
and opportunities for employers to tap into our world-class workforce.   
 
We’ve talked about technology and modern manufacturing, but we’re also making 
substantial strategic investments in other growth sectors like health care, and we’ll 
be making announcements on these investments soon.  
 
Now, I’ve talked about how New York City will do OUR part to tackle our inequality 
crisis, I also want to call on YOU – the business leaders gathered in this room – to do 
YOURS. 
 
Let’s face it.  If New York City becomes an inequitable and unaffordable place… one 
where the hardest working and most ambitious -- who come from every borough -- 
cannot afford to stay… no one will suffer more than the business community.  
 
New York success stories are rarely fairy tales.  If New Yorkers cannot forge success 
here through hard work and gumption, we will feel a profound drag on our 
economy… AND on our character.   
 
The City is making investments to ensure that doesn’t happen.  We’re not just 
talking about that goal; we’re dedicating our OWN balance sheet to it. 
 
All told, this Administration will invest billions upon billions into growing our 
economy.  And, one way or another, all of the business leaders in this room will 
benefit from that investment.  Many of you will benefit magnificently… and not just 
from OUR investment, but from the investment of time, energy, and sweat given by 
New Yorkers working towards new skills and better careers.       
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The partnerships between New York City and the business community matter a 
great deal to me.  
 
So look, I’m holding up my end of the bargain…and then some.  And we all know 
hard working, everyday New Yorkers are holding up THEIR end.   
 
I need you to hold up YOURS.   
 
I pledge to you that as long as I’m Mayor, New York City will take responsibility for 
developing the best possible workers, fortifying our infrastructure, improving our 
transit system through citywide ferries and expanded bus rapid transit, reducing 
unnecessary red tape and regulations that deter innovation, and jump-starting 
growth for businesses…for whole SECTORS of our economy.  
 
I need YOU to take responsibility for providing the great people of this city with the 
opportunities… the wages… and the chances for advancement…that they need and 
deserve.   
 
That means hiring New Yorkers from EVERY neighborhood.   
 
We are training our people so that they are the best equipped – anywhere – for the 
jobs of today and tomorrow.   Give them the chance to put their skills… their drive 
and determination… to work for YOUR company.   
 
It also means raising wages at YOUR company.  Higher wages mean more money in 
consumers’ pockets…more money to grow businesses… to grow the city’s economy. 
 
This is something I’ve been talking to many business leaders about.   
 
And keep in mind – companies like The Gap…like Aetna…and like New York City’s 
own Shake Shack…have ALREADY raised their wages above the national minimum 
wage. 
 
They are not doing it to be charitable.  They are doing it because they know that 
higher wages mean more productive workers…and stronger local economies.   And 
I’d say business for THOSE folks… is going pretty well.   
 
And it’s not just big businesses.  UncommonGoods is an innovative retailor based 
out of the Brooklyn Army Terminal.  Its CEO and Founder, David Bolotsky, is an 
outspoken advocate for raising workers’ wages, and pays even seasonal workers 
well above the minimum wage.  He puts it pretty plainly when he writes QUOTE “We 
see higher productivity and lower turnover when employees are fairly 
compensated.” END QUOTE  
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Also, let’s not forget about all of the studies that show how increasing workers’ 
wages has a powerful upward pull on whole economies because of increased 
consumer spending.   
 
So to that point, I am calling on major investors and lenders to use their significant 
influence to invest their resources in ways that promote and grow companies that 
pay good wages.    
 
These are people who have any a huge impact on our city’s economy – and they 
should use it for the good of the people of our city… and for the good of our 
economy.   But this is more than micro, or macroeconomics.   
  
When you think about what you pay your employees – ALL of your employees -- 
think about the difference that a little more cash means for people striving to do 
better.  Think of the all the great success stories in this room that wouldn’t have 
even been POSSIBLE if that struggle – a struggle with a singular sense of purpose –
hadn’t paid off.  That idea…that promise…is at risk today.  To the business leaders 
here today, I want you to remember that every day…. the same way that I do as 
Mayor.   
 
Our work to tackle the inequality crisis…and keep New York an open innovative 
place…won’t be easy.  But there is so much we can do on our own as a city, if we – 
this Administration, the people in this room, and everyday New Yorkers across our 
City – all work TOGETHER. 
 
The imagination, enthusiasm, and determination of the people who call this city 
home – those qualities are shared by so many in this room.  
 
But we must not forget how much of your success has grown from the fertile ground 
of a city of opportunity – THIS City of Opportunity -- and that your CONTINUED 
success requires that every child of New York – every ONE -- has the same shot at 
chasing HER dreams as YOU did. 
 
So today, let’s recommit to making our city a place not of exclusive opulence…but of 
opportunity and innovation. 
 
We owe it to the next generation -- and to one another – to do what generations of 
New Yorkers have done: to leave our city more open, more inclusive, and more 
bountiful in opportunity than that one that we called home. 
  
It’s a big job, but the stories – big and small – of those here, and those in every 
corner of New York -- demonstrate that it is a task well worth undertaking.   
 
And we will do it…together. 
 
Thank you!  



>> We'll need to make copies asap.
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On Mar 4, 2015, at 6:26 PM, Hagelgans, Andrea <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrot
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I’m double checking with HPD and will get back to you.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

OK.  I think we may be able to say that we “more than doubled” the budget based on a
comparison of the projected ten-year HNY budget of $8.2 billion and the ten-year
capital budget of $2.9 billion adopted by the Bloomberg Administration in 2013:
 

 
See page 91 for the ten-year capital budget figures passed in 2013 by the prior
administration.
http://www.nyc.gov/html/omb/downloads/pdf/typ5 13.pdf
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Steve--Is your 55% comparing apples to apples (10 yrs v 10 yrs)?

From
Sent
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Subject



“More than double what it had been” isn’t accurate in this context.  It’s accurate to say
that the Mayor’s 2015 budget doubled HPD’s 5-year budget compared to what was
previously budgeted for those same years by the Bloomberg Administration.  However,
the $8.2 billion City Capital budget for Housing New York is 55% more (not double)
than the total City Capital budget for the Bloomberg-Era New Housing Marketplace
Plan.
 
Also, we expect our leverage ratio to be somewhat lower than the New Housing
Marketplace Plan (3x vs 2.48x) because we are financing more costly units (deeper
affordability; more new construction).
 
So back to the drawing board.
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
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Cc:
Subject:

How about this?
 

 
 
_________________________________
James Patchett
Chief of Staff
Deputy Mayor for Housing & Economic Development



JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov
O: 212-788-3128
C: 917-847-5275
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi John,
 
Here are the facts on the Housing New York budget:

• The Mayor’s 2015 budget (e.g. the five-year plan) more than
doubled HPD’s annual capital budget

• The total projected City Capital over ten years will be $8.2 billion
(FY15 to FY25)

• This City Capital will leverage private sources on a 3 to 1 basis
• Total development costs for preserving and creating 200,000

units will be $41.4 billion
 
Let me know if you have questions.
Steve
______________________

Steven Caputo
New York City Mayor’s Office
scaputo@cityhall.nyc.gov
(o) 212-788-3019
(m) 347-224-8807
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From:
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We’re currently in our first full academic year of BdB’s mayoralty. Do you mean using
past tense vs. present tense?
 
We’ve always hewed to the “nearly doubling” language when discussing after school…
 

From:
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Should be “nearly doubling”. Let’s rephrase to:
 
“And we are nearly doubling enrollment in after-school programs for
middle school students, to keep them safe and on task, giving working
parents peace of mind during those critical hours between the end of the
school day and the end of the work day.”
 
I will double-check with DYCD, but he’s used the “doubling” phrasing



before.
 

From:
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And we are more than DOUBLING the number of middle school
students in afterschool, to keep them safe and on task, giving
working parents peace of mind during those critical hours
between the end of the school day and the end of the work day.
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ABNY SPEECH 
3/4/15 – 9:00PM 

 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
17 months ago, I was honored to address an event hosted by this organization -- just 
about a month before the 2013 mayoral election.   
 
At that time, there were some pundits who wondered exactly how ABNY would 
receive me. 
 
After all, my campaign was built around progressive change – about taking aim at 
inequality and helping rebuild our middle class.  Surely – the cynics argued – 
progressive ideas would be met with the sound of crickets – or perhaps worse – 
when presented to those who have dedicated their lives to growing businesses and 
the economy.   
 
But knowing this organization, and many of the individuals who comprised the 
audience that day, I wasn’t the least bit worried. 
 
That day, I said, QUOTE: “We cannot resign ourselves to the mindset that says rising 
inequality is a necessary byproduct of urban success.”  No one booed or hissed or 
left the room.  Instead, that call was met with resounding agreement. 
 
That’s because ABNY understands – as do I – that rising inequality isn’t just a 
problem for those of modest means… not just a threat to those barely hanging on to 
their place in the middle class.  You and I understand that inequality is a crisis that 
impacts ALL of us -- including those who have enjoyed great personal success.   
 
If New York cannot be a city of genuine opportunity for ALL – regardless of the 
circumstances of their birth – then we not only lose a part of who we are – we risk 
losing our place as a global center of innovation, diversity, and progress.   
 
That is why we REFUSE to accept the false choices that for too long have defined the 
way that some have viewed our city: 
 

That sustained economic growth is fated to only help SOME, while leaving so 
many behind; 
 
That more development inevitably means that everyday New Yorkers will be 
priced out; 
 
That New York cannot be both a growing city AND a city of opportunity for 
all. 
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We know that sort of myopic thinking should not, and will not, define our future. 
 
A progressive agenda – one that seeks to reduce the cost of living for working 
families, as well as boost their wages – is not in conflict with fostering a thriving 
economy.  In fact, it can and MUST be the foundation for a sustainable, growing 
economy. 
 
We’ve just begun to implement our agenda, but if 2014 is any indication, policies 
promoting fairness and equality are doing anything but precluding economic 
growth.   
 
Just take a look at the good news from last year.   
 
Last year, New York saw:  
 

95,900 jobs added; 
 

More than four million private sector jobs – an all-time high; 
 

An unemployment rate down nearly two points in less than a year – with the 
third quarter experiencing the largest three-month drop in unemployment 
on record; 
 
The expansion of an entertainment industry that produced a record 46 
television series and over 240 films right here in New York; 

 
And the continued growth of a booming tech sector that now employs nearly 
300,000 people.   

 
Our city is growing, both in terms of our economy, and the number of people who 
want to call New York home.  By 2040, we will be a city of 9 million people.   
 
And so we remain focused on a critical challenge: growing our economy in a way 
that is broad-based and guided by expanding opportunity for every New Yorker.  We 
know that the best and brightest come from every neighborhood in every borough – 
and those with the grit and determination to succeed come from all walks of life.  So 
if families can’t afford to stay in our city, then we are ALL denied the contributions 
offered by those unrealized success stories.   
 
Now, there are two sides to the affordability equation: finding more affordable 
places for families to live; and helping grow New Yorkers’ incomes  -- through 
higher wages, better benefits, and more steps to reduce the squeeze that so many of 
our families feel. 
 
In the State of the City, I talked about my Administration’s affordable housing plan: 
the boldest municipal affordable housing plan in U.S. history.  
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Our housing plan means: 
 

For the first time ever, a REQUIREMENT of affordable housing as a 
CONDITION of new development resulting from rezoning; 

 
Fighting to protect and strengthen rent regulations to ensure that housing 
units that are currently affordable will STAY that way; 
 
And dedicating $36 million to protecting tenants from harassment and 
cracking down on predatory landlords – the minority of landlords who want 
only to make a quick buck at the expense of their tenants’ well-being…at the 
expense of our city’s affordability.    
 
We more than doubled the 10-year capital budget for affordable housing 
with our enormous $7.2 billion commitment and will leverage an additional 
$32 billion in private investment to produce more units for a broader range 
of New Yorkers. 
 
All of that adds up to 200,000 units of affordable housing created or 
preserved over a decade…units built at DOUBLE the average annual rate of 
the last 25 years.   
 
Additionally, we’re catalyzing 160,000 new market rate units to help housing 
supply keep up with a growing population.   
 
And as we re-zone to add more housing capacity, we are committed to 
making concurrent investments in infrastructure, so that communities don’t 
have to wait years for new schools, parks, playgrounds and other open 
spaces.  These are hallmarks of responsible development… and priorities to 
this Administration.  

 
Making housing in New York more affordable is critical to keeping this a city of 
opportunity and innovation.  
 
But housing is only one side of the affordability equation.   
 
That is why we are also working to GROW our economy…to expand new job 
opportunities, and drive wages in our city UP.   
 
This Administration is fighting for smart, inclusive, five-borough economic growth… 
growth that benefits ALL New Yorkers -- NOT just those at the top. 
 
The partnership of the people in this room is critical to making New York a stronger, 
fairer city for ALL who call it home.  It is critical to keeping New Yorker a city 
defined by openness and innovation -- a special place to start or grow a business. 
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Our city will do ITS part -- first, by investing in our people, so that businesses don’t 
need to look far and wide to find the most skilled, best qualified workers in the 
world. 
 
Specifically:  
 
We’re starting early with more than 53,000 students enrolled in pre-K LAST year – 
this year it will be available to EVERY family that wants it.   
 
And we are nearly DOUBLING the number of middle school students in afterschool, 
to keep them safe and on task, giving working parents peace of mind during those 
critical hours between the end of the school day and the end of the workday. 
 
And our commitment to making New York a place where EVERYONE is prepared for 
opportunity goes much further.    

 
We are making a $29 million investment to expand academic intervention and STEM 
at CUNY community colleges, because an education granting the knowhow needed 
for 21st century jobs ought to be available to EVERYONE in New York City.   
 
For too long, our City has focused a half a billion dollar training and workforce 
development budget on initiatives that led to temporary, low paying jobs that 
offered only superficial opportunity.  Over the past few years, less than 10% of our 
workforce development investment has gone into skills training.  We’re increasing 
that amount, THREE-FOLD.    

 
We’re moving forward with a plan to redesign our Career Pathways system to arm 
up to 30,000 New Yorkers annually with the skills they need for quality, stable jobs 
of today and tomorrow.  That’s more than TRIPLE the number of New Yorkers who 
currently receive this type of training.   

 
We’re working with companies across many industries – from health care to 
construction – and we recognize that each industry has different needs. In some 
industries, we need to make sure that new jobs mean better wages and benefits for 
workers.  Other industries -- like technology -- are growing rapidly, but are in need 
of space…and especially talent.     

 
That’s why we created the Tech Talent Pipeline: to support the growth of New 
York’s booming technology sector, AND training New Yorkers to be those 
companies' premier new hires. 3,000 New Yorkers will benefit from our action THIS 
year.  Not sometime in the distant future -- THIS YEAR.  
 
Another example: modern manufacturing….  New businesses that utilize technology 
and the ingenuity of New Yorkers from every borough to quickly turn exciting ideas 
into tangible products, regardless of their scale.   
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It means using technologies like 3-D printers that are revolutionizing production so 
that great ideas can come to life right here, right now in New York City.  It’s a 
SECTOR that offers opportunities for a diverse workforce, and is critical to our 
future. 
 
We’ll partner with modern manufacturing companies to make sure that our training 
initiatives are offering New Yorkers the skills needed in this industry.  We’re also 
securing commitments from businesses to HIRE New Yorkers who complete this 
training.   
 
The City will also do its part by making significant investments in the built 
environment so that businesses have the physical prerequisites for growth.   New 
York City understands how important infrastructure is to economic growth, and 
that is why we are putting our money where our mouth is.   
 
We’re investing in City-owned assets so that innovative businesses can grow.   
 
Brooklyn Navy Yard is a $140 million redevelopment project that will transform a 
previously underutilized warehouse space into a modern manufacturing facility that 
will create 3,000 good jobs.  Because of our investment, a cold, empty space is 
becoming a hub of opportunity, filled with exciting, creative businesses…. And with 
job training opportunities ON SITE to ensure new opportunities here are open to 
EVERY New Yorker.   
 
We’re taking what works at the Navy Yard – capital investment, job training, and a 
bold approach and applying it to the Brooklyn Army Terminal, where we’re opening 
half a million square feet for modern manufacturing businesses.  This means 1,000 
new jobs…. PERMANENT jobs representing smart, inclusive growth, in space that 
was unused for decades.   
 
Today, I want to announce a new project based upon that same philosophy – Hunts 
Point, a key food distribution hub in the South Bronx.   
 
Our plan will invest $150 million over 12 years to revitalize Hunts Point -- fortifying 
a vital aspect of our infrastructure – our food supply.  
 
 It will modernize the buildings and infrastructure that are currently there, and open 
up new space for small businesses.  More than that, it’s a bold vision and a major 
financial commitment that will make the site resilient and sustainable, improving 
New York’s readiness for natural disasters like Superstorm Sandy.    
 
It’s hard to overstate how important this facility is for our city. It occupies 329 acres 
and supports 115 private wholesalers that employ over 8,000 people.  These are 
good, decent-paying jobs for New Yorkers at every education level.  Our plan 
protects those jobs and positions the site to create many more jobs for New Yorkers 
in the future.   
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And it will include dedicated space to better link food grown and produced in 
Upstate New York, strengthening our city’s critical partnership with Upstate 
communities, farms, and businesses.  I know there are many great rooftop farms in 
Greenpoint… but we all understand that they can’t provide enough food for EVERY 
New Yorker.  Strengthening our Upstate partnerships is CRITICAL.   
 
This is just one example of the type of infrastructure improvements we will be 
undertaking.  Some projects will require partnerships.  In the coming months, we’re 
going to unveil large infrastructure projects that will necessitate federal help.   
 
But we can do so much on our own.  In fact, we’re fostering the growth of whole new 
INDUSTRIES.  We’re doing so in ways that offer opportunities to all New Yorkers, 
and opportunities for employers to tap into our world-class workforce.   
 
We’ve talked about technology and modern manufacturing, but we’re also making 
substantial strategic investments in other growth sectors like health care, and we’ll 
be making announcements on these investments soon.  
 
Now, I’ve talked about how New York City will do OUR part to tackle our inequality 
crisis, I also want to call on YOU – the business leaders gathered in this room – to do 
YOURS. 
 
Let’s face it.  If New York City becomes an inequitable and unaffordable place… one 
where the hardest working and most ambitious -- who come from every borough -- 
cannot afford to stay… no one will suffer more than the business community. You 
don’t just benefit from a world-class workforce -- it’s a requisite for the growth and 
profits for your company. 
 
The City is making investments to ensure the affordability crisis doesn’t chase future 
private sector success stories out of New York City.  
 
We’re not just talking about that goal; we’re dedicating our own balance sheet to it. 
 
I pledge to you that as long as I’m Mayor, New York City will take responsibility for 
developing the best possible workers, fortifying our infrastructure, improving our 
transit system through citywide ferries and expanded bus rapid transit, reducing 
unnecessary red tape and regulations that deter innovation, and jump-starting 
growth for businesses.  
 
I’m holding up my end of the bargain…and then some. 
 
But I need YOU to take responsibility for providing the great people of this city with 
the opportunities… the wages… and the chances for advancement…that they need 
and deserve.   
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That means hiring New Yorkers from EVERY neighborhood.  Give them the chance 
to put their skills… their drive and determination… to work for YOUR company.   
 
It also means raising wages at your company.   
 
Companies like The Gap…like Aetna…and like New York City’s own Shake 
Shack…have ALREADY raised their wages above the national minimum wage. 
 
They are not doing it to be charitable.  They are doing it because they know that 
higher wages mean more productive workers…AND stronger local economies.   
Indeed, studies that show how increasing workers’ wages has a powerful upward 
pull on whole economies because of increased consumer spending.   
 
And it’s not just big businesses that are taking the lead on higher wages.  
UncommonGoods is an innovative retailor based out of the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal.  Its CEO and Founder, David Bolotsky, is an outspoken advocate for 
raising workers’ wages, and pays even seasonal workers well above the minimum 
wage.  He puts it pretty plainly QUOTE “We see higher productivity and lower 
turnover when employees are fairly compensated.”  
 
I am also calling on major investors and lenders to use their influence to invest their 
resources in ways that promote and grow companies that pay good wages. These 
are people who have a very real impact on our city’s economy – and they MUST use 
their power to benefit the people of our city - middle class, working class, and poor 
families alike.  
  
Think of the all the success stories in this room that wouldn’t have been POSSIBLE if 
that struggle – a struggle with a singular sense of purpose –hadn’t paid off.  That 
idea…that promise… one that has paid huge dividends for so many here today… is at 
risk.  And so we must take action.  
 
Our work to tackle the inequality crisis…and keep New York an open, innovative 
place…won’t be easy.  But there is so much we can do on our own as a city, if we – 
this Administration, the people in this room, and everyday New Yorkers across our 
City – all work TOGETHER. 
 
So today, let’s recommit to making our city a place not of exclusive opulence…but of 
opportunity and innovation. 
 
It’s a big job, but the stories – big and small – of those here, and those in every 
corner of New York -- demonstrate that it is a task well worth undertaking.   
 
And we will do it…together. 
 
Thank you!  
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past tense vs. present tense?
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Should be “nearly doubling”. Let’s rephrase to:

“And we are nearly doubling enrollment in after-school programs for
middle school students, to keep them safe and on task, giving working
parents peace of mind during those critical hours between the end of the
school day and the end of the work day.”



I will double-check with DYCD, but he’s used the “doubling” phrasing
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And we are more than DOUBLING the number of middle school
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Steven Caputo Jr

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen Gunaratna <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 5, 2015 at 12:54 AM
To: "Steven A. Caputo" <scaputo@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com"
<jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: James Patchett <JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elaine Braithwaite
<EBraithwaite@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Housing budget

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

HPD corrected the numbers based on the Mayoral capital figures from the January Plan and a



clarification on leverage.  They are good with the statement below.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

OK.  I think we may be able to say that we “more than doubled” the budget based on a
comparison of the projected ten-year HNY budget of $8.2 billion and the ten-year
capital budget of $2.9 billion adopted by the Bloomberg Administration in 2013:

See page 91 for the ten-year capital budget figures passed in 2013 by the prior
administration.
http://www.nyc.gov/html/omb/downloads/pdf/typ5_13.pdf

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Steve--Is your 55% comparing apples to apples (10 yrs v 10 yrs)?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



“More than double what it had been” isn’t accurate in this context.  It’s accurate to say
that the Mayor’s 2015 budget doubled HPD’s 5-year budget compared to what was
previously budgeted for those same years by the Bloomberg Administration.  However,
the $8.2 billion City Capital budget for Housing New York is 55% more (not double)
than the total City Capital budget for the Bloomberg-Era New Housing Marketplace
Plan.

Also, we expect our leverage ratio to be somewhat lower than the New Housing
Marketplace Plan (3x vs 2.48x) because we are financing more costly units (deeper
affordability; more new construction).

So back to the drawing board.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

How about this?

_________________________________
James Patchett
Chief of Staff
Deputy Mayor for Housing & Economic Development



JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov
O: 212-788-3128
C: 917-847-5275

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi John,

Here are the facts on the Housing New York budget:
The Mayor’s 2015 budget (e.g. the five-year plan) more than
doubled HPD’s annual capital budget
The total projected City Capital over ten years will be $8.2 billion
(FY15 to FY25)
This City Capital will leverage private sources on a 3 to 1 basis
Total development costs for preserving and creating 200,000
units will be $41.4 billion

Let me know if you have questions.
Steve
______________________

Steven Caputo
New York City Mayor’s Office
scaputo@cityhall.nyc.gov
(o) 212-788-3019
(m) 347-224-8807



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hi Matt,

John just arrived at the restaurant.  Do you happen to know if Penny is there yet?  Just want to make sure 
they aren’t missing each other.  To confirm it’s the Smith located at 956 2nd Ave (at 51st St), correct?

Thanks!

Liz

From: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, March 5, 2015 at 1:35 PM
To: "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Confirming lunch tomorrow

Great, thanks!

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 5, 2015 at 1:33 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Confirming lunch tomorrow

Hi, Liz.
Yes, tomorrow at 12:30 works very well for Penny. She’s looking forward to it!
Thanks for confirming.
Best,
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Matt,
 
Just checking in to confirm lunch tomorrow at 12:30 at The Smith.  Feel free to let me know if we need to 
adjust timing at all.
 
Thanks!
 



Liz
— 
Liz Hegarty
 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Karen,
 
He was forwarded the invitation from Jessica Wright.  Hope that helps!
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
 

From: The Office of Mayor de Blasio <Event@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, March 9, 2015 at 7:20 AM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: RSVP to 3/9 reception
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hello,
 
John Del Cecato will be attending the reception in celebration of the Commission on the Status of Women
Monday evening.
 
Thanks,
 
Liz
— 
Liz Hegarty



 

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





 

Notes: Senator from OH since 2006, after serving 14 years in the House.  Brown is 
the senior Senator from OH and a staunch advocate for banking reform.  Currently 
he is the ranking member on the Senate Banking Committee.  Sen. Brown has 
always focused on populist issues as an elected official and has made a priority of 
revitalizing the manufacturing sector in Ohio and across the country. 
 
Former Governor Strickland announced on 2/26 that he will challenge Sen. Portman 
and try and join Brown in the Senate

 
 

Richard Trumka
President of AFL-CIO
 
Cell Phone:              Main Phone:  
Assistant:
 

Notes: In 2014, he described Elizabeth Warren as the prototype of the person we 
need to be President of the United States.  Trumka has not been shy about pushing 
progressive issues and highlighting income inequality.  He is currently fighting 
efforts in WI, MO and a few other states that are being pushed towards becoming 
right to work states.
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Senator Elizabeth Warren
Massachusetts
 
Cell Phone:              Main Phone:  
 
Assistant:

Notes:          Progressive Senator from MA.  Strong advocate for banking reform.  
She will be speaking at the Mayor’s conference in Boston later in March

 



Keith Ellison
Congressman– Co-Chair of U.S. House Progressive 
Caucus
 
Personal Line:        Main Phone:  
 
Scheduler’s Email-  ellison.scheduler@mail.house.gov
Assistant:
 

Notes: MN Congressman (Minneapolis) since 2007.  Ellison is the first Muslim to be 
elected to US Congress.  Ellison has been a consistent voice talking about income 
inequality and raising the minimum wage.  He recently commended Wal-Mart for 
their pledge to raise the minimum wage for their employees.
 

The congressman has walked picket lines protesting what he considered Wal-
Mart’s poor pay and working conditions. But Friday he offered praise for a 
company that often ranks at the bottom of surveys.
“I want to commend Wal-Mart,” Ellison said. “Wal-Mart is ahead of the federal 
government. There is a recognition that we can’t get by in a two-tier 
economy.”
Ellison said he and others pushing higher wages will use Wal-Mart’s action as 
a way to compel more retailers to act. That includes Target, which is 
headquartered in his congressional district.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Raul Grijalva (Gra-hall-va)
Congressman– Co-Chair of U.S. House Progressive 
Caucus
 
Personal Line:           Scheduler’s Email: cristina.villa@mail.house.gov                                  
Main Phone:    (scheduler would prefer to have us call her and she 
will schedule call
 

Notes: AZ Congressman (Tuscon) since 2003.  Grijalva serves as the ranking 
menber of the House Natural Resources Committee.  He recnetly called for an 
inquiry into big oil paying for academic research that is often cited by climate 
change deniers. 
 





 

Ted Strickland
Former Governor of Ohio and current candidate for U.S. 
Senate
Cell Phone:                       
Assistant:

Notes: Strickland announced he was running for U.S. Senate against Rob Portman 
on 2/25.  In his announcemnent he said

Today, we are producing, building, creating and discovering more than ever 
before, and yet, for the middle-class, getting ahead has never been harder. I 
believe that if you’re willing to work hard every day and play by the rules, you 
shouldn’t go to bed worrying about tomorrow. To save the American 
Dream, we need to go back to the basics. We need to create living-wage jobs 
and invest in the kind of infrastructure projects that benefit our communities. 
We need to make college more accessible and affordable so that our young 
people can get an education, get a job, and start saving to buy a home, support 
their families and retire with a sense of dignity and security. We need to make 
smart choices on fair trade that reward the worker instead of the wealthy.

 
 
 

Al Gore
Former Vice President
 
Personal Line:                                  Main Phone: 
Assistant:
 
Notes:
 

 

Tom Harkin
Former US Senator from Iowa and Chair of the Harkin 
Institute at Drake University
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:  
Assistant: 
 



Notes: You will be speaking at the Harkin Institute in April.  Harkin was a national 
progressive leader while in the Senate and still has immense influence in Iowa.

 

Congressman John Lewis
US Congressman from Georgia
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:   
Assistant:  David.Bowman@mail.house.gov
 

Notes: Senior Chief Deputy Whip of Democratic Caucus. Former civil rights leader 
and chair of the SNCC in civil rights era

 
 

Senator Tammy Baldwin
US Senator from Wisconsin
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:  
Assistant:
 

Notes: First openly gay woman in the Senate.    

 

Jon Stewart
Host of the Daily Show
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:
Assistant:
 

Notes: Recently announced he was leaving the Daily Show.     

Maria Elana Durazo
Former President, LA County Federation of Labor
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone: 
 



Assistant:
 

Notes: VP at Unite Here.  Previously a labor leader in Los Angeles, listed as most 
valuable Local Labor Leader in 2014 by The Nation

        

 
 
 
 
 

Deepak Bhargava
Executive Director of Campaign Community for Change
 
Cell Phone:              Main Phone:                                    
 
Assistant:                                          Email:bhargava@communitychange.org
 

Notes:  Works with CCC to organize low income people to build social movements.  
Deepak has been very involved with the immigration fight

        

 

Janet Murguia
President of the National Council of La Raza
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:  
Assistant:
 

Notes: CEO of largest Hispanic rights organization in country since 2005, Dep CM 
to Al Gore in 2000.  Murguia met with President Obama on Wednesday, Feb 25 to 
talk about the immigration executive order

        

Nick Hanauer
Entrepeneur and Philanthropist
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:  



Assistant:
 
Notes: 30 years of experience across a broad range of industries including 
manufacturing, retailing, e-commerce, digital media and advertising, software, 
aerospace, health care, and finance
 
 

        

Mark Ruffalo
Actor, Anti-fracking activist
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:
Assistant:
 

Notes: One of the first major celebrities to advocate against “fracking’        

Abigail Disney
Progressive Scholar and Filmmaker
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:  
Assistant:
 

Notes:         

Tom Steyer
NextGen
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:  
Assistant:
 

Notes: investor, philanthropist and advanced energy advocate. He is also the 
President of NextGen Climate, an organization that acts politically to prevent 
climate disaster and preserve American prosperity.
 
 
 
 



        

 

Jonathan Soros
Senior Fellow at The Roosevelt Institute
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone: 
Assistant:
 

Notes: Cofounder of Friends of Democracy Super Pac, supporting candidates who 

endorse campaign finance reform.  

 
 

Howard Dean
Former Governor of VT,  Former DNC Chair, Co-founder 
Democracy for America
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone: 
Assistant:
 

Notes: Noted for his 50 state strategy at DNC. First major candidate to implement 

internet grassroots fundraising.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toni Morrison
Nobel Laureate, Author
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone:
Assistant:
 



Notes: Writes on the “black experience.” On faculty at Princeton. Awarded 
Presidential Medal of Freedom by Obama.

 

Van Jones
Environmental Activist, Civil Rights Champion
 
Cell Phone:                                        Main Phone: 
 
Assistant:
 

Notes: Founded four non-profits, including Rebuild the Dream ad Color of Change. 
Served Obama administration as Advisor for Green Jobs
 

Dannel Malloy
Governor of Connecticut
 
Cell Phone:                          Main Phone:  
Assistant:
 

Notes: MBDB spoke to him and he is going to try and attend.  Staff to 
follow up
Re-elected in 2014 in a close election.  In 2016, he will be the head of the 
Democratic Governor’s Association.  In a story about his visti to DC over the 
weekend, below was written –

Malloy also expressed his disdain for “Democrat-lite"candidates.
“When Democrats run as Republicans, we lose,” he said.

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Mahen Gunaratna



 
 

Progressive Taxation 

Policy:  Fair Share Taxation 
Description: “Corporations and the wealthy are failing to pay their fair share of taxes…We can create a fairer 

tax system to ensure that corporations and the wealthy pay their fair share, and make it easier for 
families to regain the security they’ve lost.” [Americans for Tax Fairness, “A Fair Tax System”] 

Details: We can crack down on corporate tax dodging by restricting corporation inversions (registering 
Americans companies as foreign corporations and eliminating offshore loopholes and special tax 
breaks. To ensure the wealthy pays their fair share, we can start by strengthening the estate tax.

Resources: Americans for Tax Fairness; AFL-CIO Corporate Watch, “Avoiding Their Fair Share of Taxes”

Policy:  Bad Business Fee
Description: “When workers have a voice in the process to determine wages and conditions, our democracy 

thrives. Expanding workers’ ability to negotiate – either directly with their employers or through 
a Bad Business Fee – gets us closer to wrestling some control back from the corporate 1% and on 
the path toward healing our ailing economy.” [Jobs with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad 
Business”]

Details: “Allow a government to levy significant fines on a company that is paying excessively low 
wages and relying on taxpayers to foot the bill. Companies would be incentivized to work with 
and respond to their employees requests for fair wages and adequate benefits directly. Otherwise 
they would pay for parallel social services through a fee that workers and community members 
have input over. In other words, a bad actor in our economy is held accountable to either provide 
a good job or supply income or subsidies for existing and unemployed workers.” [Jobs with 
Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”]

Resources: Jobs with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”

Policy:  Pied-à-terre tax
Description: Non-NYC residents avoid paying personal income taxes and benefit from large property tax 

exemptions, yet they continue to utilize city services and infrastructure. Instituting a pied-à-terre
tax on wealthy, non-residential owners of NYC properties would bring much needed balance and 
fairness to our city’s tax system.  

Details: Instituting a property tax surcharge on expensive apartments and homes (over $5 million) that 
are owned by non-city residents. The annual surcharge, ranging from .5% to 4% would raise 
$665 million a year in revenue. [Crain’s NY Business, “Manhattan Democrats to introduce pied-
à-terre tax bill”, 9/22/2014]

Resources: Fiscal Policy Institute, “FPI proposes a tax on the most expensive NYC pied-a terre residential 
units”, 9/22/2014

Policy:  Millionaire’s tax
Description: Requiring those who have benefitted from our economic system – individuals making more than 

$1 million annually – to pay their fair share of taxes through a modest increase.
Details: Current millionaire’s tax in New York State is scheduled to expire at the end of 2017. 
Resources:



 
 
Policy:  Mansion tax 
Description: A 1% levy on all homes and apartment sales over $1 million. 
Details: New York State’s mansion tax was first instituted in 1989 by the NYS Legislature and Governor 

Mario Cuomo. The NYS Division of Budget estimated that the tax generated $259 million for 
the state in fiscal year 2012-2013. 

Resources: WSJ, “City Eyes Mansion-Tax Boost to Assist Affordable Housing”, 11/18/2014; NY Post, 
“Mansion Tax Produces Geyser of Revenue for New York”, 3/20/2014] 

Policy:  Luxury tax 
Description: Tax or surcharge on luxury (or non-essential) goods such as boats, private planes, etc. 
Details:
Resources: Economy Watch, “Luxury Tax in the United States of America (U.S.A.)”

Policy:  Endowments tax
Description: Certain large-scale institutions have put their tax-free status into question by operating more like 

hedge funds than non-profit institutions. An endowments tax would ensure that interest is fairly 
taxed for the public good.  

Details:  Massachusetts legislation proposed a 2.5% annual tax on any amount of an endowment 
exceeding $1 billion. Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) has been supportive of requiring large 
endowment to make 5% annual payouts.  

Resources:  WSJ, “College Endowment Tax is Studies”, 5/9/2008; NY Post, “Colleges getting away with 
huge tax-free endowments”, 9/28/2014



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I dig - good stuff

From: Stephanie Yazgi <
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 3:42 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Gabriel Schnake-
Mahl <gschnakemahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Mw <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Progressive Taxation

Folks:

Attached here is memo Mahen put together on progressive taxation. His purpose was to create a research 
doc which we could use to craft a briefing to help MBdB facilitate a discussion with mayors around some of 
these options/ endeavors and their interest, thoughts, and feedback.

I plan to work with Gabriel on this, but any input from JDC to help us meet your vision and goals would be 
very helpful.
When we meet together on Friday at City Hall, we can discuss and I can work by COB Friday to have a first 
draft for review so we are comfortable with shared vision and talk points well in advance of when MBdB is 
supposed to facilitate.

Is that an ok plan?

Any notes JDC want to share now?

Need anything further from Mahen to add?

Thanks, all.
Stephanie

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mahen Gunaratna <
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2015 at 3:34 PM
Subject: Progressive Taxation
To: Stephanie Yazgi <

Steph,

Gabe passed along your progressive taxation doc. Thought I'd add to it in case helpful - see attached.

Let me know if you need anything else. I took out the financial transactions tax section because BdB is on-



record as opposing it...then again he could be convinced otherwise.

-Mahen



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yes I’m sending around updated memo before 2pm.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Let’s do quickly at 10:15 AM
#

 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)

Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation roundtable

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of action
items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM working on substance with JDC
guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MONDAY, MARCH 23
Cities of Opportunity Task Force Meeting

Breakfast Available

Working Session

TRANSPORTATION 

Goals: Give path to Mayors to push for Re-Authorization, Frame Issue Around Access to
Opportunity



•
o

•
o

•

•
•
•

HOUSING

Goal: Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC and the
traps we are learning to avoid

o
o
o

Working Luncheon



Goals: Effectively debrief with Mayors on presser and action items moving forward

 Adjourn
 



SUNDAY, MARCH 22  
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

7:00pm – 8:30pm   Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)
                                                 Campus Center, University of Massachusetts   
  
8:30pm – 9:30 pm                    Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation roundtable
                                                Location TBD

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of action items on 
taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM  working on substance with JDC guidance. 

ATTENDEES:
Walsh – Tentative 
Murray – Likely (Chris, CoS)
Cownie – ? 
Adler – Confirmed (Barbara, Executive Assistant)
Becker – Unlikely
Hodges – Confirmed (CoS John Styles) 
Landrieu – Confirmed (Scheduler April) 

MONDAY, MARCH 23
Cities of Opportunity Task Force Meeting
Omni Parker House Hotel

7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.                Breakfast Available

8:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.                          Working Session 
STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE, Mayor of Baltimore 

                         
BILL de BLASIO, Mayor of New York City

                        Chair, Cities of Opportunity Task Force 

MARTIN J. WALSH, Mayor of Boston
                        Vice Chair, Cities of Opportunities Task Force 

                         TOM COCHRAN, CEO and Executive Director

TRANSPORTATION (MBDB will lean into this and facilitate discussion) 

Goals: Give path to Mayors to push for Re-Authorization, Frame Issue Around Access to Opportunity

1. Full Funding For Transportation Bill is important for Cities 
MBDB has big transportation projects in the Tri State Area that are important for NYC

o MAX TO SUPPLY EXAMPLES – JDC SUGGESTS LOOKING AT GATEWAY 
PROJECT AS SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT, KWATRA FLAG THIS HAS 
ALBANY IMPLICATIONS

US Government  expert lays out impact of reauthorization to Mayors 



o We hope to have Secretary Foxx but will be game-time decision because of his 
health. We are getting Assistant Secretary in his place regardless and possibly Sec of 
Labor to discuss jobs that come with reauthorization 

2. Propose joint action by mayors to collectively lobby congress on reauthorizing 
We recommend letter we will get signatures on that we will send to House and Senate leaders 
Boehner and Reid and do press on.  

3. Share organizing tool-kit with mayors
Engaging Building Trades locally and nationally to joint lobbying effort 
Engaging Contractors for same
Engaging Clergy and Organizations of Faith to join lobbying efforts 

4. MBDB will ask every Mayor in room to each develop lists of members of the house and Senate they 
can effectively lobby, especially Republicans

5. MBDB to argue to other mayors that affordability cannot be tackled by focusing on housing alone – 
transportation that connects middle and working class people from home to jobs is crucial 

MBDB to highlight our 5 boro ferry plan and Bus Rapid Transit investments from State of 
the City address
MBDB to highlight work 2-3 other Mayors are doing with similar type projects, Federal 
affairs working on research for these materials

HOUSING (to be led by Mayor Walsh) 

Goal: Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC and the traps 
we are learning to avoid 

o The investment requirement in budgets to preserve and build more affordable housing
o The sensitivity of re-zonings in local neighborhoods
o The importance of calling out gentrification and investing in legal aid and tenant protection

10:45am - 11:45am                              Remarks and Dialogue
SENATOR ELIZABETH WARREN

11:45pm – 12:05pm                             Pull-aside with Sen. Warren 

12:15pm – 1:15pm                               Press Conference – MBDB, Sen. Warren, Secretary Foxx,/Sec 
Perez and Mayors calling for reauthorization and discussing joint 
organizing efforts

                                                             NOTE: IF WE DON’T HAVE SECRETARY FOXX WE WILL 
TRY AND HAVE SECRETARY OF LABOR FOR THIS

1:30pm – 2:30pm                                 Working Luncheon

Goals: Effectively debrief with Mayors on presser and action items moving forward

3:00pm                                                 Adjourn
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Progressive Taxation 
 

DETAILS SHOULD INCLUDE BACKGROUND AND EXAMPLES 
NEXT ITERATION OF THIS SHOULD INCLUDE EXAMPLES AS SEPARATE SECTION 

WE SHOULD ALSO BEGIN LISTING EXPERTS AND ELECTEDS INVOLVED  
 

NEW FORMAT FOR ALL: 
TYPE:  
DESCRIPTION:  
REASONING:  
EXAMPLES:  
EXPERTS: 
RESOURCES:  

 
 
Policy:  Fair Share Taxation 
Description: “Corporations and the wealthy are failing to pay their fair share of taxes…We can create a fairer tax system to 

ensure that corporations and the wealthy pay their fair share, and make it easier for families to regain the security 
they’ve lost.” [Americans for Tax Fairness, “A Fair Tax System”] 

Details: We can crack down on corporate tax dodging by restricting corporation inversions (registering Americans 
companies as foreign corporations and eliminating offshore loopholes and special tax breaks. To ensure the 
wealthy pays their fair share, we can start by strengthening the estate tax. 

Resources: Americans for Tax Fairness; AFL-CIO Corporate Watch, “Avoiding Their Fair Share of Taxes” 
 
 
Policy:  Bad Business Fee 
Description: “When workers have a voice in the process to determine wages and conditions, our democracy thrives. Expanding 

workers’ ability to negotiate – either directly with their employers or through a Bad Business Fee – gets us closer 
to wrestling some control back from the corporate 1% and on the path toward healing our ailing economy.” [Jobs 
with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”] 

Details: “Allow a government to levy significant fines on a company that is paying excessively low wages and relying on 
taxpayers to foot the bill. Companies would be incentivized to work with and respond to their employees requests 
for fair wages and adequate benefits directly. Otherwise they would pay for parallel social services through a fee 
that workers and community members have input over. In other words, a bad actor in our economy is held 
accountable to either provide a good job or supply income or subsidies for existing and unemployed workers.” 
[Jobs with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”] 

Resources: Jobs with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business” 
 
 
Policy:  Pied-à-terre tax 
Description: Non-NYC residents avoid paying personal income taxes and benefit from large property tax exemptions, yet they 

continue to utilize city services and infrastructure. Instituting a pied-à-terre tax on wealthy, non-residential 
owners of NYC properties would bring much needed balance and fairness to our city’s tax system.  

Details: Instituting a property tax surcharge on expensive apartments and homes (over $5 million) that are owned by non-
city residents. The annual surcharge, ranging from .5% to 4% would raise $665 million a year in revenue. [Crain’s 
NY Business, “Manhattan Democrats to introduce pied-à-terre tax bill”, 9/22/2014] 

Resources: Fiscal Policy Institute, “FPI proposes a tax on the most expensive NYC pied-a terre residential units”, 9/22/2014 
 
 
Policy:  Millionaire’s tax 
Description: Requiring those who have benefitted from our economic system – individuals making more than $1 million 

annually – to pay their fair share of taxes through a modest increase. 
Details: Current millionaire’s tax in New York State is scheduled to expire at the end of 2017. 
Resources: 
 



 
 
Policy:  Financial Transaction Tax 
Description:  
Details: Not doable on city level (we aren’t expected to do anything) federal government needs to do it 
 Dave Camp is heading up tax reform for republicans. Conservative but stock transfer tax and 

endowment taxation. He is doing it because it’s a revenue neutral approach for lowering income tax on 
millionaires, but shows that there are ideas that are being considered by bi partisan partners. 

Resources:  
 
 
Policy:  Mansion tax 
Description: A 1% levy on all homes and apartment sales over $1 million. 
Details: New York State’s mansion tax was first instituted in 1989 by the NYS Legislature and Governor Mario Cuomo. The 

NYS Division of Budget estimated that the tax generated $259 million for the state in fiscal year 2012-2013. 
Resources: WSJ, “City Eyes Mansion-Tax Boost to Assist Affordable Housing”, 11/18/2014; NY Post, “Mansion Tax Produces 

Geyser of Revenue for New York”, 3/20/2014] 
 
 
Policy:  Luxury tax 
Description: Tax or surcharge on luxury (or non-essential) goods such as boats, private planes, etc. 
Details:   
Resources: Economy Watch, “Luxury Tax in the United States of America (U.S.A.)” 
 
 
Policy:  Endowments tax 
Description: Certain large-scale institutions have put their tax-free status into question by operating more like hedge funds 

than non-profit institutions. An endowments tax would ensure that interest is fairly taxed for the public good.  
Details:  Massachusetts legislation proposed a 2.5% annual tax on any amount of an endowment exceeding $1 billion. 

Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) has been supportive of requiring large endowment to make 5% annual payouts.  
Resources:  WSJ, “College Endowment Tax is Studies”, 5/9/2008; NY Post, “Colleges getting away with huge tax-free 

endowments”, 9/28/2014 
 
 
 
MORE RESEARCH: 
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/COW_05RaiseNeededRevenue.pdf 
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/CAPTaxPlanReportFINAL-b.pdf 
 
 
MORE INFO GATHERED BY CPD (draft form; do not share): 
FAIR-SHARE REVENUE OPTIONS WOULD ENSURE HEDGE FUNDS DON’T DODGE TAXES AND FULLY FUND OUR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Fair-share taxes and fees targeting hedge funds, billionaires, high-income LLCs and tax-dodging big corporations can raise 
between $3.1 and $4.2 billion dollars per year — more than enough to pay for complete compliance with the Campaign for 
Fiscal Equitss (“CFE”) decision, ensuring fair funding for all public schools.
Lawmakers should move forward with enough of the fair-share revenue options outlined in this report to ensure that this year’s 
state budget includes $2.2 billion in new school aid to comply with CFE and pay down Gap Elimination Adjustment arrears.
CLOSE HEDGE FUND TAX LOOPHOLES

Repatriate New York State Share of Tax Revenue Lost to Federal Carried Interest Loophole: $100 million
Tax Nonresident Hedge Fund Management Fees: $50 million
Eliminate the Carried Interest Exemption under New York City’s Unincorporated Business Tax: $200 million

These initiatives close the “carried interest loophole” that lets hedge funds making billions in profits pay less in taxes than small 
businesses in our local communities, and assure that hedge fund managers working in New York but living elsewhere pay their 
fair share of taxes.

INSIST ON MINIMUM FAIR-SHARE TAXES FROM HEDGE FUNDS AND BIG CORPORATIONS
Restore the Capital Base Alternative Tax (“Corporate Minimum Tax”) to the Corporate Franchise Tax: $500-$700 million
Update LLC filing fees (applies to LLCs & non-LLC partnerships): $500 million



 
 

Repeal the Financial Services Investment Tax Credit: $30 million
These initiatives assure that high-income LLCs, Wall Street and big businesses pay their fair share, while protecting local small 
businesses in our communities.

ENSURE THE SUPER-RICH PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE
New top brackets on Personal Income Tax (PIT) 11% at $10M: up to $1.7 billion
Close the Pied-a-terre Tax Abatement Loophole: $250-$900 million
Helicopter Commuter Tax: $10 million

These initiatives ensure that billionaires and multi-millionaires pay their fair share of taxes, and close property tax loopholes 
benefitting the absentee owners of luxury Manhattan condominiums.

HEDGE FUNDS AND HEDGE FUND MANAGERS AREN’T PAYING THEIR FAIR SHARE IN TAXES
Hedge funds and hedge fund managers use a number of specific loopholes in federal, state and local law to avoid taxes in New 
York.
Problem: Hedge funds use the “carried interest” loophole to avoid fair taxation.
By defining a large portion of their massive income as “carried interest,” hedge fund managers avoid fair-share taxes at the 
federal, state and local level in New York
Federal legislation to close the “carried interest” loophole is estimated to generate $17 billion dollars over ten years, an average 
of $1.7 billion per year.[6]
When a hedge fund manager invests capital provided by a limited partner, they typically take a share of the profits from that
investment as a fee. That share is known as “carried interest.” This income should be subject to taxation, the same as any other 
income – but it isn’t.
Lost revenue under the loophole is largely the result of taxing personal income derived from carried interest at the difference 
between the federal capital gains rate and the top individual income tax rate — that difference is 19.6 percentage points.
Essentially, this is performance compensation – just like tips for a waiter or waitresses are performance compensation. But while 
a waitress is obliged to pay full income tax on this money, a hedge fund manager isn’t.
A new 19.6 percent surtax on carried interest, if adopted by all the states, would generate $1.7 billion per year. Each one 
percent of surtax would generate $89.5 million per annum nationwide. The Fiscal Policy Institute estimated in 2008 that 44% of 
the earnings of private equity occurred in New York City.[7]
If we assume that holds true today, then a 2.5 percent surtax applied to hedge fund income that is not being taxed appropriately 
at the federal level would generate $100 million per year for New York, repatriating lost revenue for use to fund schools and
essential public services here.
Problem: Non-resident hedge fund managers are dodging New York State income taxes on much of their income
The 2010 Executive Budget proposal proposed to “expand the nonresident personal income tax to include income received from 
hedge fund management fees.” Currently, only a small portion of such income is taxed as compensation, with the remainder 
deemed tax-free capital gains. This proposal would result in equal treatment of this income for residents and nonresidents, and 
raise at least $50 million per year.
Problem: The “carried interest” loophole allows hedge funds to avoid many New York City business taxes
The City taxes a portion of the fees received by managing partners in private equity and hedge funds under its business tax 
system but exempts a portion known as “carried interest” from taxation.
When a fund manager invests capital provided by a limited partner, they typically take a share of the profits from that investment. 
That share is known as “carried interest,” and avoids City taxes.
Eliminating this loophole would put the taxation of private equity and hedge funds on the same footing as that of thousands of 
smaller businesses.
The New York City Independent Budget Office has estimated that eliminating the carried interest exemption from the New York 
City Unincorporated Business Tax would yield $200 million a year.[8]
Problem: Hedge funds and luxury real estate developers use “LLCs” (limited liability corporations) to solicit huge investments, 
shield investors and limit taxation.
Some LLCs have huge amounts of New York State gross income — but they don’t pay their fair share in taxes and fees, unlike 
the small-to-medium sized businesses that anchor most communities.
From 2003 to 2006, New York instituted a fair-share LLC fee structure, which was later replaced with a flat-fee structure that 
allows hedge funds and speculative investment pools to avoid their fair share of the cost of public goods.
Since some LLCs have massive gross income, it would be fitting to apply roughly the same minimum taxes for other 
corporations (i.e. the 9A corporate tax) to the LLC fee structure.
The current 9A structure includes a fixed-dollar minimum corporate tax for businesses with gross income of $500M-$1B at 
$100,000, and for those with gross income > $1 B, the fixed dollar minimum tax is $200,000.
For 2015, DOB projects that the current LLC fee structure will generate $88 million. According to analysis by the Fiscal Policy 
Institute, a fair-share fee structure is projected to generate approximately $600 million, or roughly $500 million more than the 
existing fee structure.
Problem: Cuomo eliminated the corporate minimum tax



 
 
The business tax “reform” package enacted by Governor Cuomo in 2014 will cost the state $440 million or more annually in 
reduced taxes when fully phased in.
Cuomo’s changes eliminated the capital base alternative tax (“corporate minimum tax”), which could result in some very large 
corporations paying a miniscule amount of tax relative to the volume of business they conduct in New York – possibly including 
hedge funds.
It should be restored and the cap increased to $25 million, to make sure big corporations doing business in New York pay at 
least some taxes.
Problem: Multi-millionaires and billionaires with huge yearly personal incomes are paying a smaller share of their income in 
state and local taxes than the middle class.
New York’s current “temporary” top income tax bracket is 8.82% for incomes of $2 million and over – and it is set to expire in 
2017.
In 2010, there were about 3800 households filing taxes in New York with incomes at or over $10 million per year
A new 11% tax rate for this group would generate $1.7 billion per year in fair-share revenue for schools and services. Less than 
half (47%) of those affected are full-year New York State residents – many are hedge fund managers with homes all around the 
world
Instituting these new top rates would put the combined New York City and New York State top rate very close to the combined 
rate for California and San Francisco, leaving Silicon Valley wealth and hedge fund/Wall Street wealth comparably taxed.
Problem: Wall Street trading firms making billions in profit and getting taxpayer subsidies
Right now, investments in buildings and equipment used by broker/dealers are eligible for an investment tax credit. The credit is 
complex, subject to extensive recapture and concentrated among relatively few taxpayers, providing benefits to an extremely 
affluent and limited segment of the financial services industry.
For the last year for which data is available only 28 filers used this credit.[9]
This reform was recommended by the Solomon/McCall Tax Reform and Fairness Commission and was also proposed by 
Governor Cuomo in January 2014.[10]
Problem: Luxury Manhattan apartment owners from out of state or overseas that don’t live in their multi-million-dollar condos 
but still get special tax breaks
This reform gives pied-a-terre owners a choice: live full-time in your apartments and get tax breaks, or don’t live in them full-time 
and give up the breaks.
If each of the roughly 90,000 absentee-owner units in New York City were assigned a very modest average market value of $1.5 
million each and a current tax assessment that – with 421a benefits, phase-in caps and improper assessments – equals about 
one-quarter of the real market value of the unit.[11]
With these assumptions, a 1.1 per cent tax rate on true market value would produce more than $900 million in new city revenues
annually.
The Fiscal Policy Institute, using a similar analysis, has recommended that New York City introduce a graduated 4 percent tax 
based on comparable sales for all absentee-owner units with a market value of more than $5 million; that proposal, which would 
concentrate the tax burden on units worth more than $25 million, would bring in an estimated $250 million in new revenue every 
year.[12]
The state STAR program recently instituted a similar ban on tax breaks for second homes.

FAIR-SHARE REVENUE OPTIONS WOULD ENSURE HEDGE FUNDS DON’T DODGE TAXES AND FULLY FUND OUR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Fair-share taxes and fees targeting hedge funds, billionaires, high-income LLCs and tax-dodging big corporations can raise 
between $3.1 and $4.2 billion dollars per year — more than enough to pay for complete compliance with the Campaign for 
Fiscal Equitss (“CFE”) decision, ensuring fair funding for all public schools.
Lawmakers should move forward with enough of the fair-share revenue options outlined in this report to ensure that this year’s 
state budget includes $2.2 billion in new school aid to comply with CFE and pay down Gap Elimination Adjustment arrears.
CLOSE HEDGE FUND TAX LOOPHOLES

Repatriate New York State Share of Tax Revenue Lost to Federal Carried Interest Loophole: $100 million
Tax Nonresident Hedge Fund Management Fees: $50 million
Eliminate the Carried Interest Exemption under New York City’s Unincorporated Business Tax: $200 million

These initiatives close the “carried interest loophole” that lets hedge funds making billions in profits pay less in taxes than small 
businesses in our local communities, and assure that hedge fund managers working in New York but living elsewhere pay their 
fair share of taxes.
INSIST ON MINIMUM FAIR-SHARE TAXES FROM HEDGE FUNDS AND BIG CORPORATIONS

Restore the Capital Base Alternative Tax (“Corporate Minimum Tax”) to the Corporate Franchise Tax: $500-$700 million
Update LLC filing fees (applies to LLCs & non-LLC partnerships): $500 million
Repeal the Financial Services Investment Tax Credit: $30 million

These initiatives assure that high-income LLCs, Wall Street and big businesses pay their fair share, while protecting local small 
businesses in our communities.
ENSURE THE SUPER-RICH PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE

New top brackets on Personal Income Tax (PIT) 11% at $10M: up to $1.7 billion



 
 

Close the Pied-a-terre Tax Abatement Loophole: $250-$900 million
Helicopter Commuter Tax: $10 million

These initiatives ensure that billionaires and multi-millionaires pay their fair share of taxes, and close property tax loopholes 
benefitting the absentee owners of luxury Manhattan condominiums.

 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Per my conversation with Gabe and Avi, here is an edited agenda. Main changes include,
 

- Assumes that Sec Perez is attending, since we are extending an invite to him.
- Based on previous feedback from MBdB, recognizes that we can’t engage a

Secretary, a DOT Under-Secretary, and Sen. Warren, and dive into meaningful
conversation about  transportation and housing all in one morning. Instead, I propose
we welcome outside speakers and address transportation in the am, then break for
lunch and the press conference, and in the pm come back for the housing discussion.

- On transportation, we want the outcome to be that we support GROWING THE
FUNDING PIE. This is a message that we need to push equally as hard with Ds and Rs
to succeed.

I also enclosed the Commitment to Action additions and the most current list of participants.
 
Please send me your edits and suggestions asap so that I can engage Boston on our vision for the
Summit.
 
Thanks,
 
Max
 

Cities of Opportunity Boston Summit

March 22, 2015

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)



Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation
roundtable

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of
action items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM  working on substance
with JDC guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 23, 2015

8:00 AM – 8:45AM
Working breakfast

8:45 AM – 8:50 AM
Opening remarks

8:50 AM – 10:00 AM
Federal Transportation

•
o

•

•



•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

10:00 AM – 10:45 AM
Transportation – Access to Opportunity



•

•
•

10:45 AM – 11:45 AM
Remarks and Dialogue

11:45 AM – 12:30 PM
Lunch
Optional time for one-on-one meetings

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM
Press Conference

1:30 PM – 3 PM
Affordable Housing –Strategies and Resources for Ensuring Access and Equity

•
•



Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC
and the traps we are learning to avoid

o

o
o

3 PM
Adjurn

Transportation:
• Safe Streets for All:

• Access to Opportunity:

Housing:
• Make affordable housing policies work for all city residents:

• Supportive housing

• Nationwide minimum wage increase: 



• Funding Commitments for early childhood education: 

• Nationwide universal pre-kindergarten:

• Broadband advocacy and initiative: 

• Housing — Local leadership and flexibility: 

• Local Affordable Housing Trust Fund:

• Federal housing support for our residents:

• Transportation – Local Vision, Local Accountability:

• National Transportation Investments:

• Safeguarding Lives/Nationwide Vision Zero:

Name City, State

JAVIER GONZALES Santa Fe, NM

SETTI WARREN Newton, MA

ED PAWLOWSKI Allentown , PA

PAUL SOGLIN Madison, WI

STEPHANIE
RAWLINGS-BLAKE Baltimore, MD

JORGE ELORZA Providence, RI



NAN WHALEY Dayton, OH

T.M. FRANKLIN
COWNIE Des Moines, IA

MICHAEL BRENNAN Portland, ME

BILL FINCH Bridgeport, CT

EDWARD MURRAY Seattle, WA

CARLO DEMARIA Everett, MA

DANIEL RIVERA Lawrence, MA

KEVIN DUMAS Attleboro, MA

BILL CARPENTER Brockton , MA

JOSEPH SULLIVAN Braintree, MA

STEVE ADLER Austin, TX

BILL DE BLASIO New York, NY

MITCHELL LANDRIEU New Orleans, LA

DONNA HOLADAY Newburyport, MA

RALPH BECKER Salt Lake City, UT

MARILYN
STRICKLAND Tacoma, WA

MARTI WALSH Boston, MA

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)

Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation roundtable



Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of action
items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM working on substance with JDC
guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MONDAY, MARCH 23
Cities of Opportunity Task Force Meeting

Breakfast Available

Working Session

TRANSPORTATION 

Goals: Give path to Mayors to push for Re-Authorization, Frame Issue Around Access to
Opportunity

•
o

•
o

•



•
•
•

HOUSING

Goal: Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC and the
traps we are learning to avoid

o
o
o

Working Luncheon

Goals: Effectively debrief with Mayors on presser and action items moving forward

 Adjourn
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Cities of Opportunity Boston Summit

March 22, 2015 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family 

7:00pm – 8:30pm   Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)
                                                 Campus Center, University of Massachusetts   
    Remarks:

MARTIN J. WALSH, Mayor of Boston 
Host
Vice Chair, Cities of Opportunities Task Force 

BILL de BLASIO, Mayor of New York City
                        Chair, Cities of Opportunity Task Force 

STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE, Mayor of Baltimore 

TOM COCHRAN, CEO and Executive Director

8:30pm – 9:30 pm                    Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation 
roundtable
                                                Location TBD 

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of action 
items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM  working on substance with JDC 
guidance. 

ATTENDEES:
Walsh – Tentative 
Murray – Likely (Chris, CoS) 
Cownie – ? 
Adler – Confirmed (Barbara, Executive Assistant)
Becker – Unlikely 
Hodges – Confirmed (CoS John Styles)
Landrieu – Confirmed (Scheduler April) 

March 23, 2015 
Omni Parker House Hotel 

8:00 AM – 8:45AM   
Working breakfast 
Mayor Walsh introduces Secretary Perez
Remarks by Secretary Perez (invited)
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Open it up for Q&A 

8:45 AM – 8:50 AM
Opening remarks 
Mayor Walsh to do opening remarks, and welcome mayors to Boston 

8:50 AM – 10:00 AM
Federal Transportation  

Mayor de Blasio introduces DOT representative 
o MBDB has big transportation projects in the Tri State Area that are important for 

NYC
MAX (THOROUGH NYCDOT) TO SUPPLY EXAMPLES – JDC 
SUGGESTS LOOKING AT GATEWAY PROJECT AS SOMETHING 
TO TALK ABOUT, KWATRA FLAG THIS HAS ALBANY 
IMPLICATIONS

MDB’S SUITE OF SBS PROJECTS AS REFERENCED IN 
STATE OF THE CITY

USDOT speaks about urgent need to pass long-term (6-year) transportation bill with 
increased funding. USDOT to touch on local impact of federal transportation funding, 
transportation as a ladder of opportunity to social and economic empowerment, and the 
need to increase the federal commitment to address local and regional needs. Discuss in 
terms of inequality.  

We hope to have Secretary Foxx but will be game-time decision because 
of his health. If Foxx can’t make it, we will have a proxy (likely 
Undersecretary) in his place.

Open it up for Q&A 
War Room of Mayors: What we mayors can do TO GROW THE PIE– Strategic 
discussion about how to best involve mayors to pressure Congress to act. 

FLAT FUNDING WOULD BE A DISASTER FOR NYC AND OTHER 
MUNICIPALITIES. 6 YEAR FLAT REAUTHORIZATION IS 
INADEQUATE TO MEET CITY NEEDS (WOULD MEAN 13 YEARS 
TO ALMOST NO FUNDING GROWTH WHILE DEMANDS ON THE 
SYSTEM HAVE GROWN) 
MBDB will be prepare to discuss strategy to support Democrats who want 
more money so that Caucus adopts that position, and need to seek 
bipartisanship/consensus for Republican Congressional leadership to act. 
Propose joint action by mayors to collectively lobby congress on 
reauthorization 

Local days of action – call on Members of Congress to grow the 
pie and a long term reauthorization - generate local press 
Easy to start by organizing letter to House and Senate and amplify 
with press.
Create opportunities for mayors to give Congressional testimony 

Share organizing tool-kit with mayors
Engaging building trades locally and nationally to joint lobbying effort
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Engaging contractors for same
Engaging clergy and faith-based organizations to join lobbying efforts 
Coordinate efforts with other stakeholder organizations currently lobbying 
in support of the reauthorization, where messages align – other local 
leaders organizations, health and business community, etc.  

Notes: USDOT official will underscore Mayor de Blasio’s message that cities matter and 
mayor’s voices are critical on this pressing issue for the nation.  They will also talk about the 
Administration’s GROW AMERICA transportation reauthorization proposal, his Ladders of 
Opportunity approach, and the , Mayors Challenge for Safer People, Safer Streets,, and local hire 
initiative that they’re promoting.

Goals: USDOT about opportunities to use transportation investment as a tool to address 
inequality and engage mayors on the importance and urgency of reauthorizing the transportation 
bill with increased federal funding. To activate and organize mayors to influence Congress to 
support the transportation interests of municipalities by growing the pie.

10:00 AM – 10:45 AM
Transportation – Access to Opportunity
Mayor de Blasio to lead structured discussion around affordability and transportation– Mayors 
are prepped to be called on. 

MBDB to argue to other mayors that affordability cannot be tackled by focusing on 
housing alone – transportation that connects middle and working class people from 
home to jobs is crucial 
MBDB to highlight our Select Bus Service investments and 5 borough ferry plan and 
from State of the City address
MBDB to highlight work 2-3 other Mayors are doing with similar type projects, 
Federal affairs working on research for these materials

Mayor Becker of Salt Lake City ; may mention transit investments in his city 
and broad need for transportation options for cities across the country, from 
his experience as NLC President.
1-2 others TBD 
Open up for discussion  

Mayor de Blasio closes 

Goals: To create a sense of shared commitment to focusing local efforts on ways to address 
inequality and affordability through transportation improvements. Mayors will learn from each 
other’s experiences about  learn about innovative strategies that create access to opportunity, for 
example NYC Select Bus Service strategic investments.

10:45 AM – 11:45 AM 
Remarks and Dialogue
Mayor Walsh introduces THE HONORABLE ELIZABETH WARREN
Senator Warren makes remarks
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Mayor Walsh Opens it up to Q&A 

11:45 AM – 12:30 PM
Lunch
Optional time for one-on-one meetings
11:45pm – 12:05pm                             Pull-aside with Sen. Warren

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM
Press Conference

MBDB, and Mayors calling for reauthorization and discussing joint organizing efforts 

Goals: To add the important voice of mayors to the national debate around Transportation 
Reauthorization, and more specifically to build momentum around the critical position that 
Congress must GROW THE PIE to meet urgent municipal needs.

1:30 PM – 3 PM
Affordable Housing –Strategies and Resources for Ensuring Access and Equity
Mayor Walsh to lead structured discussion about keeping and building affordable housing – 
Mayors are prepped to be called on. 

Mayor XX; may mention YY
Open up for discussion  

Mayor de Walsh closes and announces adjournment 

Note: We need to find a role for Mayor Warren who chairs USCM’s Housing Task Force 

Goals: Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC and 
the traps we are learning to avoid

o The investment requirement in budgets to preserve and build more affordable housing
o The sensitivity of re-zonings in local neighborhoods
o The importance of calling out gentrification and investing in legal aid and tenant 

protection

3 PM
Adjurn

I’ve included these in a draft Commitment to Action with housing and transportation added.   

Transportation:  
Safe Streets for All:  Commit to adopt a comprehensive policy that safeguards lives of 
pedestrians and bicyclists through improvements such as safety investments on the 
ground, enforcement policies, traffic safety education, and legislative action.  
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Access to Opportunity: Improve access to jobs, schools, and community resources 
through supporting public transit connections in communities with limited transportation 
options, including low income communities, seniors, youth, and communities of color. In 
addition, support workforce development opportunities in these communities to create a 
pipeline to good transportation jobs via partnerships.  

Housing:  
Make affordable housing policies work for all city residents: Work to broaden the 
range of residents who benefit from affordable housing programs to include both the 
lowest-income residents and middle-income workers who increasingly struggle to afford 
residing in our cities. For example, in conjunction with finance partners such as local and 
state housing finance agencies, cities can develop finance programs or mechanisms that 
allow for a broader range (both lower income and middle-income workers) to have access 
to city-supported affordable housing.  
Supportive housing: Cities should commit to creating more supportive housing for 
people with disabilities and histories of homelessness.  Partnerships with States to fund 
supportive services and exploring whether Medicaid costs currently borne by the State 
can be reduced by investing in supportive housing.  Cities can also work with their local 
housing authority to make a greater commitment of Section 8 vouchers available, upon 
turnover, to homeless families.  Another locally-controlled initiative to improve housing 
affordability.   

In support of the above efforts, we also agree to work together to achieve federal action on: 

Nationwide minimum wage increase: Support increasing the federal minimum wage.
Funding Commitments for early childhood education: Advocate for existing
federal programs that support early childhood education.
Nationwide universal pre-kindergarten:  Support expanded access to high-quality 
early childhood education for children across the nation. 
Broadband advocacy and initiative: Advocate for federal programs and initiatives 
that bolster technological innovation, and accelerate and diversify the workforce 
pipeline in technology for low-income individuals and people of color. 
Housing — Local leadership and flexibility: Support increasing flexibility for local 
governments/mayors to target resources to meet the most pressing needs. This 
includes supporting LIHTC income averaging to meet needs of families often left out 
of traditional federal housing supports, like very low income and middle income 
families.
Local Affordable Housing Trust Fund: Support increasing dedicated funding for the 
National Housing Trust Fund to directly provide communities with critical funds to 
build, preserve, and rehabilitate housing for those residents most in need.  
Federal housing support for our residents: Support federal funding for affordable 
housing in our cities, including funding for public housing authorities, Section 8 and 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants.
Transportation – Local Vision, Local Accountability: Support federal grant 
programs and policy changes that give cities and regions direct access to federal 
funding along with increased accountability. Decisions about transportation 







From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Excellent points.
 

1) We have not found an action goal for housing that is as clear as that for
Transportation. We suggest we use this 1 ½ hr conversation on housing to bring
attention to the need for affordable housing around the country, and build a sense
of momentum around the work that some mayors are doing to turn address the
problem. NYC’s housing plan and initiatives are great examples to share, and other
cities also have best practices. This said, we are waiting to hear from Boston about
their goals. Just know, there is a lot of push and support from many participating
cities re housing needs.

2) The Commitment to action is probably not going to be the right vehicle for
identifying organizing activities. We could replicate the Count On Me document
we prepared for the Immigration Summit. On the other hand, the Commitment
to action has been critical to determining the four corners of the work we do as a
Task Force, so that we have clear goals in mind. We suggest that we expand the
Commitment to Action under the radar and without bringing too much attention to
it, unlike last time.

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
Agree with these edits with just 2 concerns.
 

1) Want to make sure we have executable and clear plan for the housing portion of the
work group – our goal as stated is for MBDB to share with other mayors all we’ve
been doing on affordable housing – investments, rezonings, tenant protection – but
no real organizing or action goal. Will Boston supply that goal and share it with us if
they are taking lead on this portion?

2) Commitment to action – want to make sure that our action items aren’t just adding
things/names to this list, but that we pump up and highlight the organizing efforts
we can run metrics and progress on regarding transpo – sign on letter to congress,
unions and contractors who’ve taken action talking to their congressmembers, etc –
stating the obvious this doesn’t preclude us from expanding our commitment to



action, but that should not be our product.
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Per my conversation with Gabe and Avi, here is an edited agenda. Main changes include,
 

- Assumes that Sec Perez is attending, since we are extending an invite to him.
- Based on previous feedback from MBdB, recognizes that we can’t engage a

Secretary, a DOT Under-Secretary, and Sen. Warren, and dive into meaningful
conversation about  transportation and housing all in one morning. Instead, I propose
we welcome outside speakers and address transportation in the am, then break for
lunch and the press conference, and in the pm come back for the housing discussion.

- On transportation, we want the outcome to be that we support GROWING THE
FUNDING PIE. This is a message that we need to push equally as hard with Ds and Rs
to succeed.

I also enclosed the Commitment to Action additions and the most current list of participants.
 
Please send me your edits and suggestions asap so that I can engage Boston on our vision for the
Summit.
 
Thanks,
 
Max
 

Cities of Opportunity Boston Summit

March 22, 2015

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)



Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation
roundtable

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of
action items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM  working on substance
with JDC guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 23, 2015

8:00 AM – 8:45AM
Working breakfast

8:45 AM – 8:50 AM
Opening remarks

8:50 AM – 10:00 AM
Federal Transportation

•
o

•

•



•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

10:00 AM – 10:45 AM



Transportation – Access to Opportunity

•

•
•

10:45 AM – 11:45 AM
Remarks and Dialogue

11:45 AM – 12:30 PM
Lunch
Optional time for one-on-one meetings

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM
Press Conference

1:30 PM – 3 PM
Affordable Housing –Strategies and Resources for Ensuring Access and Equity

•



•

Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC
and the traps we are learning to avoid

o

o
o

3 PM
Adjurn

Transportation:
• Safe Streets for All:

• Access to Opportunity:

Housing:
• Make affordable housing policies work for all city residents:

• Supportive housing



• Nationwide minimum wage increase: 

• Funding Commitments for early childhood education: 

• Nationwide universal pre-kindergarten:

• Broadband advocacy and initiative: 

• Housing — Local leadership and flexibility: 

• Local Affordable Housing Trust Fund:

• Federal housing support for our residents:

• Transportation – Local Vision, Local Accountability:

• National Transportation Investments:

• Safeguarding Lives/Nationwide Vision Zero:

Name City, State

JAVIER GONZALES Santa Fe, NM

SETTI WARREN Newton, MA

ED PAWLOWSKI Allentown , PA

PAUL SOGLIN Madison, WI



STEPHANIE
RAWLINGS-BLAKE Baltimore, MD

JORGE ELORZA Providence, RI

NAN WHALEY Dayton, OH

T.M. FRANKLIN
COWNIE Des Moines, IA

MICHAEL BRENNAN Portland, ME

BILL FINCH Bridgeport, CT

EDWARD MURRAY Seattle, WA

CARLO DEMARIA Everett, MA

DANIEL RIVERA Lawrence, MA

KEVIN DUMAS Attleboro, MA

BILL CARPENTER Brockton , MA

JOSEPH SULLIVAN Braintree, MA

STEVE ADLER Austin, TX

BILL DE BLASIO New York, NY

MITCHELL LANDRIEU New Orleans, LA

DONNA HOLADAY Newburyport, MA

RALPH BECKER Salt Lake City, UT

MARILYN
STRICKLAND Tacoma, WA

MARTI WALSH Boston, MA

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family



Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)

Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation roundtable

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of action
items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM working on substance with JDC
guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MONDAY, MARCH 23
Cities of Opportunity Task Force Meeting

Breakfast Available

Working Session

TRANSPORTATION 

Goals: Give path to Mayors to push for Re-Authorization, Frame Issue Around Access to
Opportunity

•
o

•
o



•

•
•
•

HOUSING

Goal: Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC and the
traps we are learning to avoid

o
o
o

Working Luncheon

Goals: Effectively debrief with Mayors on presser and action items moving forward

 Adjourn
 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Georgia will talk to Polly about it. And we would be happy to edit the call sheet to reflect this ask of
Foxx.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
Foxx should help us get a secretary / star from white house to help them move their agenda on
transportation if he himself can’t come. That’s the angle polly should work and that mayor may want
to work directly with foxx to make personal appeal. Imo.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
FYI, Sec. Perez is not available to attend the Summit. Instead, DOL is offering that the Deputy
Secretary participate. Maybe we ask him to join us on Sunday?
 
Do we want to reach out to Sec. Castro? Or Sen. Sanders or Schumer? Other ideas?
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
Agree with these edits with just 2 concerns.
 

1) Want to make sure we have executable and clear plan for the housing portion of the
work group – our goal as stated is for MBDB to share with other mayors all we’ve
been doing on affordable housing – investments, rezonings, tenant protection – but
no real organizing or action goal. Will Boston supply that goal and share it with us if
they are taking lead on this portion?

2) Commitment to action – want to make sure that our action items aren’t just adding



things/names to this list, but that we pump up and highlight the organizing efforts
we can run metrics and progress on regarding transpo – sign on letter to congress,
unions and contractors who’ve taken action talking to their congressmembers, etc –
stating the obvious this doesn’t preclude us from expanding our commitment to
action, but that should not be our product.

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
Per my conversation with Gabe and Avi, here is an edited agenda. Main changes include,
 

- Assumes that Sec Perez is attending, since we are extending an invite to him.
- Based on previous feedback from MBdB, recognizes that we can’t engage a

Secretary, a DOT Under-Secretary, and Sen. Warren, and dive into meaningful
conversation about  transportation and housing all in one morning. Instead, I propose
we welcome outside speakers and address transportation in the am, then break for
lunch and the press conference, and in the pm come back for the housing discussion.

- On transportation, we want the outcome to be that we support GROWING THE
FUNDING PIE. This is a message that we need to push equally as hard with Ds and Rs
to succeed.

I also enclosed the Commitment to Action additions and the most current list of participants.
 
Please send me your edits and suggestions asap so that I can engage Boston on our vision for the
Summit.
 
Thanks,
 
Max
 

Cities of Opportunity Boston Summit

March 22, 2015

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)



Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation
roundtable

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of
action items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM  working on substance
with JDC guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 23, 2015

8:00 AM – 8:45AM
Working breakfast

8:45 AM – 8:50 AM
Opening remarks

8:50 AM – 10:00 AM
Federal Transportation

•
o



•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•



10:00 AM – 10:45 AM
Transportation – Access to Opportunity

•

•
•

10:45 AM – 11:45 AM
Remarks and Dialogue

11:45 AM – 12:30 PM
Lunch
Optional time for one-on-one meetings

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM
Press Conference

1:30 PM – 3 PM



Affordable Housing –Strategies and Resources for Ensuring Access and Equity

•
•

Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC
and the traps we are learning to avoid

o

o
o

3 PM
Adjurn

Transportation:
• Safe Streets for All:

• Access to Opportunity:

Housing:
• Make affordable housing policies work for all city residents:

• Supportive housing



• Nationwide minimum wage increase: 

• Funding Commitments for early childhood education: 

• Nationwide universal pre-kindergarten:

• Broadband advocacy and initiative: 

• Housing — Local leadership and flexibility: 

• Local Affordable Housing Trust Fund:

• Federal housing support for our residents:

• Transportation – Local Vision, Local Accountability:

• National Transportation Investments:

• Safeguarding Lives/Nationwide Vision Zero:

Name City, State

JAVIER GONZALES Santa Fe, NM

SETTI WARREN Newton, MA



ED PAWLOWSKI Allentown , PA

PAUL SOGLIN Madison, WI

STEPHANIE
RAWLINGS-BLAKE Baltimore, MD

JORGE ELORZA Providence, RI

NAN WHALEY Dayton, OH

T.M. FRANKLIN
COWNIE Des Moines, IA

MICHAEL BRENNAN Portland, ME

BILL FINCH Bridgeport, CT

EDWARD MURRAY Seattle, WA

CARLO DEMARIA Everett, MA

DANIEL RIVERA Lawrence, MA

KEVIN DUMAS Attleboro, MA

BILL CARPENTER Brockton , MA

JOSEPH SULLIVAN Braintree, MA

STEVE ADLER Austin, TX

BILL DE BLASIO New York, NY

MITCHELL LANDRIEU New Orleans, LA

DONNA HOLADAY Newburyport, MA

RALPH BECKER Salt Lake City, UT

MARILYN
STRICKLAND Tacoma, WA

MARTI WALSH Boston, MA

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:



Subject:
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)

Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation roundtable

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of action
items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM working on substance with JDC
guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MONDAY, MARCH 23
Cities of Opportunity Task Force Meeting

Breakfast Available

Working Session

TRANSPORTATION 

Goals: Give path to Mayors to push for Re-Authorization, Frame Issue Around Access to
Opportunity

•
o

•



o

•

•
•
•

HOUSING

Goal: Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC and the
traps we are learning to avoid

o
o
o

Working Luncheon

Goals: Effectively debrief with Mayors on presser and action items moving forward

 Adjourn
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Boston agreed with our suggestions. A few points of clarification:
 

- Staff will engage Mayor Walsh to make outreach calls to colleagues asking them to
attend the Summit.

- They had a suggestion re press conference location (I will send under separate
cover).

- If MBdB not attending Sunday panel, then they may cancel it. Mayor Walsh may
choose to bring this up with MBdB. Note that this is something they worked on with
Citi, who is considering awarding us a grant to help run the Task Force.

- Senior staff is engaging Mayor Walsh re Sunday night small group meeting. She
suggested that MBdB mention it the next time they speak too.

- Boston is working with Sen Warren on topic of her address. They favored our
suggestion that she speak about a progressive urban agenda that focuses on
inequality. Also, she is in the Senate Finance committee, with jurisdiction over
transportation and housing matters.

- FYI, Boston has not gotten Sen. Warren to agree to participate in the press
conference.

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
Foxx should help us get a secretary / star from white house to help them move their agenda on
transportation if he himself can’t come. That’s the angle polly should work and that mayor may want
to work directly with foxx to make personal appeal. Imo.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
FYI, Sec. Perez is not available to attend the Summit. Instead, DOL is offering that the Deputy
Secretary participate. Maybe we ask him to join us on Sunday?
 
Do we want to reach out to Sec. Castro? Or Sen. Sanders or Schumer? Other ideas?



 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
Agree with these edits with just 2 concerns.
 

1) Want to make sure we have executable and clear plan for the housing portion of the
work group – our goal as stated is for MBDB to share with other mayors all we’ve
been doing on affordable housing – investments, rezonings, tenant protection – but
no real organizing or action goal. Will Boston supply that goal and share it with us if
they are taking lead on this portion?

2) Commitment to action – want to make sure that our action items aren’t just adding
things/names to this list, but that we pump up and highlight the organizing efforts
we can run metrics and progress on regarding transpo – sign on letter to congress,
unions and contractors who’ve taken action talking to their congressmembers, etc –
stating the obvious this doesn’t preclude us from expanding our commitment to
action, but that should not be our product.

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
 
Per my conversation with Gabe and Avi, here is an edited agenda. Main changes include,
 

- Assumes that Sec Perez is attending, since we are extending an invite to him.
- Based on previous feedback from MBdB, recognizes that we can’t engage a

Secretary, a DOT Under-Secretary, and Sen. Warren, and dive into meaningful
conversation about  transportation and housing all in one morning. Instead, I propose
we welcome outside speakers and address transportation in the am, then break for
lunch and the press conference, and in the pm come back for the housing discussion.

- On transportation, we want the outcome to be that we support GROWING THE
FUNDING PIE. This is a message that we need to push equally as hard with Ds and Rs
to succeed.

I also enclosed the Commitment to Action additions and the most current list of participants.
 
Please send me your edits and suggestions asap so that I can engage Boston on our vision for the
Summit.



 
Thanks,
 
Max
 

Cities of Opportunity Boston Summit

March 22, 2015

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)

Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation
roundtable

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of
action items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM  working on substance
with JDC guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 23, 2015

8:00 AM – 8:45AM



Working breakfast

8:45 AM – 8:50 AM
Opening remarks

8:50 AM – 10:00 AM
Federal Transportation

•
o

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•



•
•
•
•
•

10:00 AM – 10:45 AM
Transportation – Access to Opportunity

•

•
•

10:45 AM – 11:45 AM
Remarks and Dialogue



11:45 AM – 12:30 PM
Lunch
Optional time for one-on-one meetings

12:30 PM – 1:30 PM
Press Conference

1:30 PM – 3 PM
Affordable Housing –Strategies and Resources for Ensuring Access and Equity

•
•

Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC
and the traps we are learning to avoid

o

o
o

3 PM
Adjurn

Transportation:
• Safe Streets for All:

• Access to Opportunity:



Housing:
• Make affordable housing policies work for all city residents:

• Supportive housing

• Nationwide minimum wage increase: 

• Funding Commitments for early childhood education: 

• Nationwide universal pre-kindergarten:

• Broadband advocacy and initiative: 

• Housing — Local leadership and flexibility: 

• Local Affordable Housing Trust Fund:

• Federal housing support for our residents:

• Transportation – Local Vision, Local Accountability:



• National Transportation Investments:

• Safeguarding Lives/Nationwide Vision Zero:

Name City, State

JAVIER GONZALES Santa Fe, NM

SETTI WARREN Newton, MA

ED PAWLOWSKI Allentown , PA

PAUL SOGLIN Madison, WI

STEPHANIE
RAWLINGS-BLAKE Baltimore, MD

JORGE ELORZA Providence, RI

NAN WHALEY Dayton, OH

T.M. FRANKLIN
COWNIE Des Moines, IA

MICHAEL BRENNAN Portland, ME

BILL FINCH Bridgeport, CT

EDWARD MURRAY Seattle, WA

CARLO DEMARIA Everett, MA

DANIEL RIVERA Lawrence, MA

KEVIN DUMAS Attleboro, MA

BILL CARPENTER Brockton , MA

JOSEPH SULLIVAN Braintree, MA

STEVE ADLER Austin, TX

BILL DE BLASIO New York, NY



MITCHELL LANDRIEU New Orleans, LA

DONNA HOLADAY Newburyport, MA

RALPH BECKER Salt Lake City, UT

MARILYN
STRICKLAND Tacoma, WA

MARTI WALSH Boston, MA

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Note: MBDB will arrive in Boston during the day and have personal time with family

Dinner (All Cities of Opportunities Summit Attendees)

Progressive mayors pull aside / progressive taxation roundtable

Goals: establish record and build foundation with like-minded mayors, promote menu of action
items on taxation that can be spent transpo/housing. SY/GSM working on substance with JDC
guidance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MONDAY, MARCH 23
Cities of Opportunity Task Force Meeting

Breakfast Available

Working Session



TRANSPORTATION 

Goals: Give path to Mayors to push for Re-Authorization, Frame Issue Around Access to
Opportunity

•
o

•
o

•

•
•
•

HOUSING

Goal: Mayor to share with other Mayors the affordable housing work we are doing in NYC and the
traps we are learning to avoid

o
o
o



Working Luncheon

Goals: Effectively debrief with Mayors on presser and action items moving forward

 Adjourn
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

See attached for high-level talkers on rezonings we're using and backgrounders on all
rezoning areas (inc ENY which is all you need of course). Let's talk tomorrow about ENY in
particular and drill down on anti-displacement (tenant protections from harassment,
strengthening rent laws, mandatory inclusionary zoning-- I can translate all). Talk at 9am?



Draft Confidential 

 
 

Talking Points on Housing and Neighborhood Planning 

For general use and for agency budget testimony* 
 

 
 

Creating and preserving 200,000 units of affordable housing is a centerpiece of Mayor de 
Blasio’s effort to confront economic inequality.   

 
Achieving this goal will require a new way of thinking about neighborhood needs and working 
across government silos to ensure we are helping to equitably grow neighborhoods and create 
new economic opportunity. . .not just increase residential density 

 
[Our agency] is part of a team looking holistically not just at additional housing capacity, but the 
full host of infrastructure and City services to support neighborhoods. . ..and will be coming to 
the table with capital investments to support this growth [as you have heard today] 

 
THIS is the responsible way to account for new density in our communities. 

 
Close partnership with these communities is essential to these neighborhood planning efforts. 
We share a commitment with local stakeholders to protect the people and places that form the 
fabric of their neighborhoods, even as the City must evolve to accommodate a growing 
population and tackle the housing crisis that burdens so many families. 

 
This is the opportunity for neighborhoods to write their own future, through a public, open, 
ground-up planning  process, instead of having developers or market forces write it for them. 
This is our opportunity for a real public response to the forces of gentrification. 

 
This type of holistic, ground-up, interagency planning is occurring in six neighborhoods across 
the city.  

 
We look forward to continuing engagement with neighborhoods and developing neighborhood 
plans that allow all New Yorkers at every rung of the economic ladder to live, work, and raise a 
family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Note that IGA will work with each agency to tailor additional messages that are agency-specific 



Bay St Corridor, Downtown Staten Island

The Bay Street Corridor neighborhood study 
envisions a new mixed-use district on the North 
Shore of Staten Island, within walking distance of 
the ferry.  Working in close partnerships with local 
residents, businesses and community groups, the 
City seeks to strengthen the borough’s emerging 
downtown neighborhood by providing a wider range 
of retail and services while expanding affordable 
housing options for a range of income groups and 
populations including seniors and young adults. 

Location: Bay St from Sands Street to Victory Blvd 

Neighborhoods: Tompkinsville, Stapleton, near St. 
George and larger Downtown SI area 

Transit: Staten Island Rail Road; express bus 

Size: 14 blocks, 0.6 miles 

Last rezoned: 1961 

Existing Zoning: M1-1 

Proposed Zoning: TBD 

Timeline: Q4 2016 certification 

Stakeholders:
Borough President: James Oddo
City Council: Debi Rose (49)  
Community Board: 1 
Senate: Diane Savino (23); 
Assembly: Matthew Titone (61) 

Background
The proposed Neighborhood Plan builds upon the recommendation of the North Shore 2030 report to create 
a vibrant downtown environment providing stronger connections to the NY Harbor.  It will leverage nearly 
$1 billion in public and private investments already underway in St. George and along the Stapleton 
Waterfront to support the surrounding neighborhoods. The large development projects at the NY Wheel, 
Empire Outlets shopping mall, the former Coast Guard site, the new Staten Island Supreme Court building 
and Stapleton Waterfront are setting the stage for the long-desired 24/7 “downtown” lifestyle desired by 
many Islanders.  Recent new developments are already changing the trajectory of the area and include self-
storage, office, auto-part sales, schools, a gym, and affordable housing. 

City Investment:  TBD.  Investments in street improvements, shoreline improvements or potential flood 
protection, school capacity, waterfront access and recreation are needed.  



The East Harlem neighborhood study seeks to engage local
residents, businesses, and community groups and address the 
neighborhood’s needs comprehensively, including replacing 
obsolete zoning to promote mixed-income housing, 
commercial and community facilities; improving 
infrastructure and City services, and promoting community
wellness, workforce development, and economic 
opportunity. In tandem, the City will aggressively renew 
public investments in affordable housing; rehabilitate and 
preserve existing non-subsidized housing; and protect tenants
against harassment and displacement.

Location: East 96th Street to East 141st Street, from Fifth
Avenue to the East River and Harlem River.

Neighborhoods: East Harlem

Transit: 4,5,6 and express bus service; Metro-North train
station at 125th and Park. Future 2nd avenue subway in the 
2020s.   

Last rezoned: Portions rezoned in 2002;  

Existing Zoning: Mix of M, R and C 

Proposed Zoning: TBD  

Timeline: Q4 2017 certification (under review)

Stakeholders:
Borough President: Gale Brewer 
City Council: Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (8); Inez
Dickens (9) 
Community Board: 11 
Senate: Jose M. Serrano (29); Bill Perkins (30) 
Assembly: Robert J. Rodriguez (68); Keith Wright (70) 
Community Organizations: Civitas and other local
organizations

Background
The East Harlem study will look at all of Community District 11, with the exception of Randall’s Island.  The 
East Harlem Neighborhood Study builds upon previous work of community stakeholders, primarily Community 
Board 11 and Civitas, who focused on development opportunities along Park Avenue. The current study area will
take a broader and more integrated look at the neighborhood.  It will identify enhancements that will facilitate
pedestrian mobility and enliven the public realm. The City is already working with DOT, the MTA, CB 11, and 
the New Harlem East Merchants Association to design public realm improvements in the area around the Park
Avenue / 125th Street transit hub.  A major component of the study will be a Neighborhood Health Initiative in
partnership with the Fund for Public Health in New York, the New York Academy of Medicine, Mount Sinai
Hospital, and the Department of City Planning to focus on East Harlem.   

City Investment: TBD 

 

East Harlem Neighborhood Study

 

East Harlem CD 11



East New York 

The East New York neighborhood study is a comprehensive 
effort to promote affordable housing and economic 
development and introduce new community resources to
foster a more equitable and livable East New York, Cypress
Hills and Ocean Hill.   Zoning changes will direct growth
along transit corridors while preserving the residential
character of interior blocks.  All residential development will
be required to include housing that is affordable to existing
residents. The plan will also seek to aggressively preserve
existing affordable housing and protect existing residents 
against harassment and displacement.

Location: Fulton Street, Euclid Avenue, Conduit Boulevard, 
Pitkin Avenue and Sheffield Avenue.  Broadway, Van
Sinderen Avenue, East New York Avenue and Sackman
Street.

Neighborhoods: East New York, Cypress Hill, and Ocean
Hill. Near Broadway Junction transit area.

Transit: J/Z line along Fulton; A/C line along Pitkin. 

Size: 191 blocks, 308 acres

Last rezoned: 1961 
Existing Zoning: R5, R6, C8, M1
Proposed Zoning: R5B, R6A, R7A, R7D, R8A, C4, MX

Timeline: May 2015 certification

Stakeholders:
Borough President Eric Adams
City Council: Rafael Espinal (37); Inez Barron (42)
Community Board: 5 
Senate: John L. Sampson (19); Martin Malavé Dilan (18) 
Assembly: Latrice Walker (55); Erik Dilan (54)
Community Organizations: Cypress Hills LDC, LDC of East New York, Arts East New York, United
Community Centers, East New York Restoration Corporation, Highland Park Community Development
Corporation, and YMCA of North Brooklyn.    

Background:  

East New York experienced significant population decline in the 1970s and 80s, falling from 66,000 people in
1960, to a low of 40,000 people in 1980. The population is currently at 48,000 people, and it can be expected
that by 2030, the Plan would foster a return to the 1960 population levels. The East New York Neighborhood 
Study is informed by the planning work and stakeholder engagement that occurred over a two-year period as
part of the US HUD funded Sustainable East New York plan. 

City Investment:  $85 million in the ten-year capital plan for streets, parks, etc.  [Internal use only].  



Flushing West 

The Flushing West neighborhood study is examining
a 10-block area of underutilized sites in the western
portion of downtown Flushing, adjacent to the 
Flushing Creek waterfront. The study builds upon 
locally developed plans and envisions creating over a 
thousand new units of housing, tens of thousands of 
square feet of new retail, commercial and community 
facility spaces, and vibrant new public access areas
along the waterfront to meet the needs of this
remarkably diverse and growing neighborhood. 

Location: Western portion of Downtown Flushing, 
adjacent to Flushing Creek

Neighborhoods: Downtown Flushing 

Transit: 7 Line; LIRR

Size: 10 blocks, 32 acres

Last rezoned: 1998

Existing Zoning: C4-2, M1-1, M3-1

Proposed Zoning: C4-4 (and special district)  

Timeline: Q1 2016 certification

Stakeholders:

Borough President Melinda Katz
City Council: Peter Koo (20)  
Community Board: 7 
Senate: Senator Tony Avella (11); Toby Ann Stavitsky (16);
Assembly: Ron Kim (40) 
Community Organizations: Flushing Business Improvement District, Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce, Asian-Americans for Equality, MinKwon Center for Community Action. 

Background:  

This study will build upon a draft land use, zoning and master planning effort initiated by the Flushing Willets
Point Corona Local Development Corporation. This organization received a $1.5 million Brownfield
Opportunity Area (BOA) grant in 2010 and selected a consultant team lead by AKRF, SHoP Architects and
Mathews Nielsen Landscape Architects to study the area between downtown Flushing and the Flushing Creek.
This BOA study is the basis for current planning work.  

City Investment: TBD.



Jerome Avenue Corridor 

The Jerome Avenue Corridor neighborhood study seeks to
revitalize a two-mile stretch of Jerome Avenue, which is a major
transit corridor that serves the adjacent neighborhoods of 
Highbridge, Mount Eden, Concourse, Mount Hope, University 
Heights, and Morris Heights.  The study seeks to provide 
affordable housing, retail, local services and amenities, and to
improve streetscapes and pedestrian safety to better connect
adjacent residential neighborhoods.  Preserving affordable 
housing and protecting tenants against harassment and
displacement is also central concern. 

Location: Jerome Ave (Mullaly Park to Fordham Rd) 

Neighborhoods: Highbridge, Mount Eden, Concourse, Mount 
Hope, University Heights, and Morris Heights

Transit: 4 (Jerome Ave); B/D (Grand Concourse) 

Size: 73 blocks, 2 miles

Last rezoned: 1961 

Existing Zoning: C8-3, M1-2, R7-1, R8, C-4-4, commercial overlays  

Proposed Zoning: mid-density contextual residential and commercial, MX (residential and light
industrial/commercial)

Timeline: Q3 2016 certification

Stakeholders:
Borough President: Ruben Diaz
City Council: Fernando Cabrera (14); Vanessa Gibson (16)  
Community Board: 4 and 5 
Senate: Gustavo Rivera (33); José Serrano (29) 
Community Organizations: WHEDCO, New Settlement Apartments, Highbridge Community Development 
Corporation, Mount Hope Housing, Bronx-Lebanon Hospital, Bronx Works

Background:

Jerome Avenue is primarily home to low-scale commercial, community facilities, and auto-related uses,
parking facilities, and a modest number of industrial uses, but it also includes more than 5,000 residential units 
mostly in older 6- to 8-story apartment buildings. A majority of the existing zoning, in place since 1961, allows
heavy commercial and light industrial uses and does not permit residential development; portions of the study 
area are zoned for mid-density residential and local commercial. Recent new developments are already
changing the trajectory of the area and include self-storage, office, auto-part sales, schools, a gym, and 
affordable housing. 

City Investment: TBD. Estimate of $40 Million for streetscape improvements, parks, and infrastructure. Does
not include $500 million needed to upgrade Harlem River Bridge crossings.  



Long Island City 

The Long Island City Core rezoning and neighborhood plan aims to
increase affordable housing production, promote a balance between
new residential and commercial development, and identify needed
infrastructure investments to support existing and new residential and
worker populations.  The plan will build on the area’s many
strengths—strong real estate market, excellent mass transit access,
and proximity to Midtown Manhattan and the planned Cornell Tech
campus on Roosevelt Island—while ensuring that area's growth will
provide opportunities for households across a range of incomes.

Location: Area along three key corridors, Queens Plaza (from East
River to Jackson Ave / Northern Blvd intersections); Jackson Ave
and Northern Boulevard

Neighborhoods: Long Island City, with adjacent planning activity in
Sunnyside Yards

Transit: E, G, M, N, Q, R, 7 lines; future LIRR stop 

Size: 100 blocks, 275 acres

Last rezoned: 2001, 2004, 2008 
Existing Zoning: Medium to high-density mixed-use district (5-12 FARs)
Proposed Zoning: Higher density mixed-use districts (8-12 FARs and potential zoning incentives)

Timeline: Q2 2016 certification

Stakeholders:
Borough President Melinda Katz
City Council: Jimmy Van Bramer (26)  
Community Board: 1 and 2 
Senate: Michael Gianaris (12) 
Assembly: Catherine Nolan (37); Margaret Markey (30)
Community Stakeholders: LIC Partnership, Dutch Kills Civic Association, Urban Upbound, Long Island City
Cultural Alliance, and the Queensbridge Tenants Association.

Background:  

A portion of this area was already rezoned as part of the 2001 LIC Special Mixed-Use District rezoning. The
current LIC Core study is a much larger area than the 37-block LIC special district rezoning in 2001. Aside
from its larger size, the LIC Core plan differs from prior rezonings in that it will proactively address how to
leverage strong real estate market forces to create opportunities for requiring affordable housing, fostering
compatible commercial and mixed-use development to support entrepreneurship, and identify critical
investments in needed infrastructure and neighborhood services to support current demands and future growth.  
It also will be the first neighborhood planning study to examine how to provide economic opportunities to
benefit the residents of Queensbridge Houses, the nation's largest public housing complex.

City Investment: TBD



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

That'll do it!

Writing up a few notes now -- decent use of subway time...

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

See attached for high-level talkers on rezonings we're using and backgrounders on all rezoning areas (inc ENY which is all you need of course). Let's talk tomorrow about ENY in particular and drill down on anti-displacement (tenant protections
from harassment  strengthening rent laws  mandatory inclusionary zoning-- I can translate all). Talk at 9am?

<TPs on Housing and Neighborhood Planning (Feb 27 2015).docx><Neighborhood Study Area One Pagers 2 27 15.pdf>



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

See below for some notes. We can talk in am about these, rent laws, and additional context
about all this. Will call your cell at 9.

Problem: Predatory landlords try to capitalize on rising real estate values by harassing
tenants to the point where they are forced out, at which time the landlord can raise rents
on the vacant apartment or convert it to luxury condos. These abuses can include dangerous
construction that creates unlivable conditions; or extreme neglect; or denying heat in the
winter, or otherwise interfering with critical utilities. (I can get you a list from HPD of the
really fearsome stuff.)

What we're doing about it:
- collaborating with our partners at State Dept of housing and the Atty General's office on
the new Tenant Harassment Protection Task Force-- leveraging collaboration to mine shared
data  to ID bad actor landlords, investigate them  with joint cellar-to-roof inspections,
coordinate enforcement actions, and support the AG in building criminal cases where
appropriate.
- creating Tenant Protection Hotline (will share details)

Problem: 90% of landlords and 10% of tenants are represented in housing court

What we're doing: in areas slated for rezoning (13 zip codes), the city is providing free legal
representation for tenants. Our rezoning will unlock additional value for property owners in
these areas and should landlords try to evict their tenants, we will make sure they are able
to defend themselves; or help them proactively find legal assistance if they are being
harassed.

Problem: developers have historically been permitted to build  whatever housing they want
in rezoned neighborhoods-- if the market will support it, they will build it, leading to
displacement for families unable to afford the housing stock

What we're doing: mandatory inclusionary zoning. In rezoned areas, it will no longer be an
option to build affordable housing as part of whatever residential project you are building. It
will be required.
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Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

See attached for high-level talkers on rezonings we're using and backgrounders on all
rezoning areas (inc ENY which is all you need of course). Let's talk tomorrow about ENY in
particular and drill down on anti-displacement (tenant protections from harassment,
strengthening rent laws, mandatory inclusionary zoning-- I can translate all). Talk at 9am?
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To:
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Date:

STYLE GUIDE

 

 
Do’s
 

Narrative arc--- should show forward motion, not flip-flopping between past,
present, future

Use a framing sentence up front to summarize impact of the announcement
(“this tool we are unveiling will keep our cops safe and build stronger
communities”)

Clear transition sentences between new arguments, new subjects
Consistent verb tenses – don’t fluctuate within graphs
Stories should support core message and reflect primary audience (ex. If an
event is being held to help us reach Latino audiences, choose a story that
reflects that story)

Consider lists – #1, #2,#3, BUT make consistent/finish the list (NOT, #1, #2 and
finally)

 “We” = City of New York as a whole; “ I”= when he has done something (ex. “I
recently gave the State of the City and announced X”)

Phonetic spelling for all names
Spanish = phonetic spelling for all names, heavily accented and simple
sentences (Flag in advance any new terminology)

 
 
 
Don’ts

Avoid platitudes and phrases that don’t say much (ex. “strong public servant”)
and cliches

Avoid “would”, “could”, “should”
Avoid “project” or “program” (good substitutes- “initiative”)
Avoid passive sentence constructions
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No prob

From: Elana Leopold <
Date: Monday, March 16, 2015 at 7:54 PM
To: Aaron PickrellEmail <  "rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov" 
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: MBDB: Call with JDC and Pickrell

We are running late....

Will let you know when to dial in 

MBDB: Call with JDC and Pickrell
Scheduled: Monday, Mar 16, 2015 from 8:15 PM to 8:45 PM
Location: Dial-in Number:  Meeting ID: 
Invitees: Aaron Pickrell (  , Chao, Raymond , Carey, Michael , 
'jfdc@akpdmedia.com' (jfdc@akpdmedia.com) , de Alwis, Ronalie

Sent from my iPhone





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



 
 

Progressive Taxation 
 
OVERVIEW: 
Mayor convenes group for 1 hour post dinner 
 
ATTENDEES: 
Murray 
Adler 
Hodges 
Landrieu 
  
- Hoping to lock Wharton today 
- Reaching back out to Cownie 
 
VISION: 
Mayor facilitates conversation where he discusses the need to generate revenue, his propensity towards progressive 
taxation efforts to ensure that low and middle income folks do not bear even more tax burdens, describes a few 
examples regionally, asks for opinions and ideas that folks are comfortable working on locally, and how they can 
potentially work together on the national front.  
 
STAFF: 
A staffer is in the room but only to take notes (SY?) mayors chat among themselves. It's a low-key closed event with 
just an initial brainstorm to gauge interest and enthusiasm that maybe can have some key takeaways to move the 
conversation forward in a more formalized way and to build rapport with mayors in the room. 
 
OUTCOMES: 

- Possible outcomes are that they could agree to send comment to federal tax reform working groups jointly or 
individually 

- Mayors could invite each other to come to visit/ tour innovative programs in each of their home cities 
- They could commission memo on areas of interest to discuss in a more formal way or panel at an upcoming 

conference (San Francisco June 2015) 
 
RESEARCH: 
The following research contains a number of descriptions of progressive taxation initiatives, however we should focus 
mainly on 

Carried interest loophole (federal) 
Mansion Tax (state) 
Bad Business Fee (municipal) 

 
 
Progressive Taxation – Municipal Level Reforms 
 
Policy: Progressive Local Income Taxes (including payroll taxes, local services taxes, and occupational privilege taxes). 
Description: Income taxation is the most progressive revenue raising tool that governments have in their toolbox. While most 

municipalities generate the bulk of their revenue through property taxes, sales taxes, and fees, these methods are 
inherently regressive (policy tools to limit the regressivity of property and sales taxes are explored in greater detail 
below). Wages and salaries make up 68% of total income generated in the United States. 

Details: Seventeen states and the District of Columbia currently allow cities, counties, and municipalities to levy their own 
separate individual income taxes in addition to state income taxes: Alabama, California, Colorado, Delaware, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia. Currently 4,943 jurisdictions in these states, covering over 23 million Americans, have 
implemented some form of income taxation. Where income taxes are in place, they should be progressive with 
rates increasing for higher earners rather than a flat percentage or fee applied to all workers. 



 
 
Resources: For complete tables of local income taxation, please see “Local Income Taxes: City- and County-Level Income and 

Wage Taxes Continue to Wane” by Joseph Henchman & Jason Sapia. 
 
Policy:  Bad Business Fee 
Description: “When workers have a voice in the process to determine wages and conditions, our democracy thrives. Expanding 

workers’ ability to negotiate – either directly with their employers or through a Bad Business Fee – gets us closer 
to wrestling some control back from the corporate 1% and on the path toward healing our ailing economy.” [Jobs 
with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”] 

Details: “Allow a government to levy significant fines on a company that is paying excessively low wages and relying on 
taxpayers to foot the bill. Companies would be incentivized to work with and respond to their employees requests 
for fair wages and adequate benefits directly. Otherwise they would pay for parallel social services through a fee 
that workers and community members have input over. In other words, a bad actor in our economy is held 
accountable to either provide a good job or supply income or subsidies for existing and unemployed workers.” 
[Jobs with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”] 

Resources: Jobs with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”. Liz Ryan Murray of National People’s action is the expert on this 
issue: Liz@npa-us.org.  

 
Policy:  Pied-à-terre tax 
Description: Non-NYC residents avoid paying personal income taxes and benefit from large property tax exemptions, yet they 

continue to utilize city services and infrastructure. Instituting a pied-à-terre tax on wealthy, non-residential 
owners of NYC properties would bring much needed balance and fairness to our city’s tax system.  

Details: Instituting a property tax surcharge on expensive apartments and homes (over $5 million) that are owned by non-
city residents. The annual surcharge, ranging from .5% to 4% would raise $665 million a year in revenue. [Crain’s 
NY Business, “Manhattan Democrats to introduce pied-à-terre tax bill”, 9/22/2014] 

Resources: Fiscal Policy Institute, “FPI proposes a tax on the most expensive NYC pied-a terre residential units”, 9/22/2014 
 
Policy:  Local Intangibles tax 
Description: For the 1%, much of their untaxed wealth comes in the form of intangibles such as interest, and dividends.  
Details: 30 Kansas counties, 105 Kansas cities, and 400 Kansas townships impose a local intangibles tax on interest, 

dividends, and securities transactions (but not wages). The tax rates are generally uniform: county tax is 0.75% 
and city and township taxes are 2.25%. No city or township has a rate higher than 2.25%, and 36 have a lower 
rate, as low as 0.25%. The taxes cumulatively raised approximately $2.4 million in 2008. 

Resources: For complete tables of local income taxation, please see “Local Income Taxes: City- and County-Level Income and 
Wage Taxes Continue to Wane” by Joseph Henchman & Jason Sapia. 

 
Policy:  Luxury tax 
Description: Tax or surcharge on luxury (or non-essential) goods such as boats, private planes, etc. 
Details:   
Resources: Economy Watch, “Luxury Tax in the United States of America (U.S.A.)” 
 
  



 
 
State-Level Reforms 
The most pressing structural problems of municipal revenue can be addressed through creative political strategies at the state level 
if municipalities organize with one another to advocate for progressive state level reforms  
 
Policy:  Mansion tax 
Description: A 1% levy on all homes and apartment sales over $1 million. 
Details: New York State’s mansion tax was first instituted in 1989 by the NYS Legislature and Governor Mario Cuomo. The 

NYS Division of Budget estimated that the tax generated $259 million for the state in fiscal year 2012-2013. 
Resources: WSJ, “City Eyes Mansion-Tax Boost to Assist Affordable Housing”, 11/18/2014; NY Post, “Mansion Tax Produces 

Geyser of Revenue for New York”, 3/20/2014]  
 
Policy:  Endowments tax 
Description: Certain large-scale institutions have put their tax-free status into question by operating more like hedge funds 

than non-profit institutions. An endowments tax would ensure that interest is fairly taxed for the public good.  
Details:  Massachusetts legislation proposed a 2.5% annual tax on any amount of an endowment exceeding $1 billion. 

Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) has been supportive of requiring large endowment to make 5% annual payouts.  
Resources:  WSJ, “College Endowment Tax is Studies”, 5/9/2008; NY Post, “Colleges getting away with huge tax-free 

endowments”, 9/28/2014 
 
Policy:  Eliminate Net Operating Loss (NOL) Carryback 
Details:  NOL “allows companies to use current-year income losses to offset income from earlier years. While virtually 

every state allows companies to carry losses forward, in accordance with federal rules, many states have 
decoupled from the federal provision that allows companies to rewrite history by carrying their losses back two 
years. Seventeen states, however, have not done so, and face continued revenue losses from their inaction on this 
tax break.” 

Resources:  Michael Mazerov, “Minority of States Still Granting Net Operating Loss ‘Carryback’ Deductions Should Eliminate 
Them Now,” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, May 11, 2009. 

 
Policy:  Substantial Minimum Tax 
Details: “States can consider adopting some form of alternative minimum tax (AMT) to ensure that corporations pay some 

tax no matter how many loopholes they are able to take advantage of. . . . Flat-dollar minimum taxes are typically 
between $100 (as is the case in Utah) and $250 (Vermont).” 

Resources: “90 Reasons We Need State Tax Reform” Citizens for Tax Justice and Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy. 
 
Policy:  Corporate Disclosure and Tax Expenditure Estimates 
Details:  “Sensible goals for corporate tax disclosure efforts include: Identifying all the substantial tax deductions, 

exemptions and credits claimed by each large corporation in a state. Evaluating the net impact of these tax breaks 
on the bottom-line income tax payments of each corporation. Assessing the effectiveness of these tax breaks in 
creating jobs and growing the state’s economy … The vast majority of states now require ‘tax expenditure 
reports,’ which provide a complete list of the corporate tax breaks allowed under state law along with an annual 
cost estimate for each tax provision. . . . But virtually none of the states provide comprehensive company-specific 
information on the wide array of corporate tax breaks allowed by the tax laws.”  

Resources: “90 Reasons We Need State Tax Reform” Citizens for Tax Justice and Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy. 
 
Policy:  Millionaire’s tax 
Description: Requiring those who have benefitted from our economic system – individuals making more than $1 million 

annually – to pay their fair share of taxes through a modest increase. 
Details: Current millionaire’s tax in New York State is scheduled to expire at the end of 2017. 
Resources: 
 

OTHER OPTIONS 
 
Policy:  Fair Share Taxation 
Description: “Corporations and the wealthy are failing to pay their fair share of taxes…We can create a fairer tax system to 

ensure that corporations and the wealthy pay their fair share, and make it easier for families to regain the security 
they’ve lost.” [Americans for Tax Fairness, “A Fair Tax System”] 



 
 
Details: We can crack down on corporate tax dodging by restricting corporation inversions (registering Americans 

companies as foreign corporations and eliminating offshore loopholes and special tax breaks. To ensure the 
wealthy pays their fair share, we can start by strengthening the estate tax. 

Resources: Americans for Tax Fairness; AFL-CIO Corporate Watch, “Avoiding Their Fair Share of Taxes” State Income Tax 
Rate/ Map of US 
http://watchdog.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2014/10/State-Income-Tax-
Rates.jpg 

 
MORE RESEARCH: 
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/COW_05RaiseNeededRevenue.pdf 
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/CAPTaxPlanReportFINAL-b.pdf 
 
FAIR-SHARE REVENUE OPTIONS WOULD ENSURE HEDGE FUNDS DON’T DODGE TAXES AND FULLY FUND OUR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Fair-share taxes and fees targeting hedge funds, billionaires, high-income LLCs and tax-dodging big corporations can raise 
between $3.1 and $4.2 billion dollars per year — more than enough to pay for complete compliance with the Campaign for 
Fiscal Equitss (“CFE”) decision, ensuring fair funding for all public schools.
Lawmakers should move forward with enough of the fair-share revenue options outlined in this report to ensure that this year’s 
state budget includes $2.2 billion in new school aid to comply with CFE and pay down Gap Elimination Adjustment arrears.
CLOSE HEDGE FUND TAX LOOPHOLES

Repatriate New York State Share of Tax Revenue Lost to Federal Carried Interest Loophole: $100 million
Tax Nonresident Hedge Fund Management Fees: $50 million
Eliminate the Carried Interest Exemption under New York City’s Unincorporated Business Tax: $200 million

These initiatives close the “carried interest loophole” that lets hedge funds making billions in profits pay less in taxes than small 
businesses in our local communities, and assure that hedge fund managers working in New York but living elsewhere pay their 
fair share of taxes.

INSIST ON MINIMUM FAIR-SHARE TAXES FROM HEDGE FUNDS AND BIG CORPORATIONS
Restore the Capital Base Alternative Tax (“Corporate Minimum Tax”) to the Corporate Franchise Tax: $500-$700 million
Update LLC filing fees (applies to LLCs & non-LLC partnerships): $500 million
Repeal the Financial Services Investment Tax Credit: $30 million

These initiatives assure that high-income LLCs, Wall Street and big businesses pay their fair share, while protecting local small 
businesses in our communities.

ENSURE THE SUPER-RICH PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE
New top brackets on Personal Income Tax (PIT) 11% at $10M: up to $1.7 billion
Close the Pied-a-terre Tax Abatement Loophole: $250-$900 million
Helicopter Commuter Tax: $10 million

These initiatives ensure that billionaires and multi-millionaires pay their fair share of taxes, and close property tax loopholes 
benefitting the absentee owners of luxury Manhattan condominiums.

HEDGE FUNDS AND HEDGE FUND MANAGERS AREN’T PAYING THEIR FAIR SHARE IN TAXES
Hedge funds and hedge fund managers use a number of specific loopholes in federal, state and local law to avoid taxes in New 
York.
Problem: Hedge funds use the “carried interest” loophole to avoid fair taxation.
By defining a large portion of their massive income as “carried interest,” hedge fund managers avoid fair-share taxes at the 
federal, state and local level in New York
Federal legislation to close the “carried interest” loophole is estimated to generate $17 billion dollars over ten years, an average 
of $1.7 billion per year.[6]
When a hedge fund manager invests capital provided by a limited partner, they typically take a share of the profits from that 
investment as a fee. That share is known as “carried interest.” This income should be subject to taxation, the same as any other 
income – but it isn’t.
Lost revenue under the loophole is largely the result of taxing personal income derived from carried interest at the difference 
between the federal capital gains rate and the top individual income tax rate — that difference is 19.6 percentage points.
Essentially, this is performance compensation – just like tips for a waiter or waitresses are performance compensation. But while 
a waitress is obliged to pay full income tax on this money, a hedge fund manager isn’t.
A new 19.6 percent surtax on carried interest, if adopted by all the states, would generate $1.7 billion per year. Each one 
percent of surtax would generate $89.5 million per annum nationwide. The Fiscal Policy Institute estimated in 2008 that 44% of 
the earnings of private equity occurred in New York City.[7]



 
 
If we assume that holds true today, then a 2.5 percent surtax applied to hedge fund income that is not being taxed appropriately 
at the federal level would generate $100 million per year for New York, repatriating lost revenue for use to fund schools and 
essential public services here.
Problem: Non-resident hedge fund managers are dodging New York State income taxes on much of their income
The 2010 Executive Budget proposal proposed to “expand the nonresident personal income tax to include income received from 
hedge fund management fees.” Currently, only a small portion of such income is taxed as compensation, with the remainder 
deemed tax-free capital gains. This proposal would result in equal treatment of this income for residents and nonresidents, and 
raise at least $50 million per year.
Problem: The “carried interest” loophole allows hedge funds to avoid many New York City business taxes
The City taxes a portion of the fees received by managing partners in private equity and hedge funds under its business tax 
system but exempts a portion known as “carried interest” from taxation.
When a fund manager invests capital provided by a limited partner, they typically take a share of the profits from that investment. 
That share is known as “carried interest,” and avoids City taxes.
Eliminating this loophole would put the taxation of private equity and hedge funds on the same footing as that of thousands of
smaller businesses.
The New York City Independent Budget Office has estimated that eliminating the carried interest exemption from the New York 
City Unincorporated Business Tax would yield $200 million a year.[8]
Problem: Hedge funds and luxury real estate developers use “LLCs” (limited liability corporations) to solicit huge investments, 
shield investors and limit taxation.
Some LLCs have huge amounts of New York State gross income — but they don’t pay their fair share in taxes and fees, unlike 
the small-to-medium sized businesses that anchor most communities.
From 2003 to 2006, New York instituted a fair-share LLC fee structure, which was later replaced with a flat-fee structure that 
allows hedge funds and speculative investment pools to avoid their fair share of the cost of public goods.
Since some LLCs have massive gross income, it would be fitting to apply roughly the same minimum taxes for other 
corporations (i.e. the 9A corporate tax) to the LLC fee structure.
The current 9A structure includes a fixed-dollar minimum corporate tax for businesses with gross income of $500M-$1B at 
$100,000, and for those with gross income > $1 B, the fixed dollar minimum tax is $200,000.
For 2015, DOB projects that the current LLC fee structure will generate $88 million. According to analysis by the Fiscal Policy 
Institute, a fair-share fee structure is projected to generate approximately $600 million, or roughly $500 million more than the 
existing fee structure.
Problem: Cuomo eliminated the corporate minimum tax
The business tax “reform” package enacted by Governor Cuomo in 2014 will cost the state $440 million or more annually in 
reduced taxes when fully phased in.
Cuomo’s changes eliminated the capital base alternative tax (“corporate minimum tax”), which could result in some very large 
corporations paying a miniscule amount of tax relative to the volume of business they conduct in New York – possibly including 
hedge funds.
It should be restored and the cap increased to $25 million, to make sure big corporations doing business in New York pay at 
least some taxes.
Problem: Multi-millionaires and billionaires with huge yearly personal incomes are paying a smaller share of their income in 
state and local taxes than the middle class.
New York’s current “temporary” top income tax bracket is 8.82% for incomes of $2 million and over – and it is set to expire in 
2017.
In 2010, there were about 3800 households filing taxes in New York with incomes at or over $10 million per year
A new 11% tax rate for this group would generate $1.7 billion per year in fair-share revenue for schools and services. Less than 
half (47%) of those affected are full-year New York State residents – many are hedge fund managers with homes all around the 
world
Instituting these new top rates would put the combined New York City and New York State top rate very close to the combined 
rate for California and San Francisco, leaving Silicon Valley wealth and hedge fund/Wall Street wealth comparably taxed.
Problem: Wall Street trading firms making billions in profit and getting taxpayer subsidies
Right now, investments in buildings and equipment used by broker/dealers are eligible for an investment tax credit. The credit is 
complex, subject to extensive recapture and concentrated among relatively few taxpayers, providing benefits to an extremely 
affluent and limited segment of the financial services industry.
For the last year for which data is available only 28 filers used this credit.[9]
This reform was recommended by the Solomon/McCall Tax Reform and Fairness Commission and was also proposed by 
Governor Cuomo in January 2014.[10]
Problem: Luxury Manhattan apartment owners from out of state or overseas that don’t live in their multi-million-dollar condos 
but still get special tax breaks
This reform gives pied-a-terre owners a choice: live full-time in your apartments and get tax breaks, or don’t live in them full-time 
and give up the breaks.
If each of the roughly 90,000 absentee-owner units in New York City were assigned a very modest average market value of $1.5 
million each and a current tax assessment that – with 421a benefits, phase-in caps and improper assessments – equals about 
one-quarter of the real market value of the unit.[11]



 
 
With these assumptions, a 1.1 per cent tax rate on true market value would produce more than $900 million in new city revenues 
annually.
The Fiscal Policy Institute, using a similar analysis, has recommended that New York City introduce a graduated 4 percent tax
based on comparable sales for all absentee-owner units with a market value of more than $5 million; that proposal, which would 
concentrate the tax burden on units worth more than $25 million, would bring in an estimated $250 million in new revenue every
year.[12]
The state STAR program recently instituted a similar ban on tax breaks for second homes.

FAIR-SHARE REVENUE OPTIONS WOULD ENSURE HEDGE FUNDS DON’T DODGE TAXES AND FULLY FUND OUR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Fair-share taxes and fees targeting hedge funds, billionaires, high-income LLCs and tax-dodging big corporations can raise 
between $3.1 and $4.2 billion dollars per year — more than enough to pay for complete compliance with the Campaign for 
Fiscal Equitss (“CFE”) decision, ensuring fair funding for all public schools.
Lawmakers should move forward with enough of the fair-share revenue options outlined in this report to ensure that this year’s 
state budget includes $2.2 billion in new school aid to comply with CFE and pay down Gap Elimination Adjustment arrears.
CLOSE HEDGE FUND TAX LOOPHOLES

Repatriate New York State Share of Tax Revenue Lost to Federal Carried Interest Loophole: $100 million
Tax Nonresident Hedge Fund Management Fees: $50 million
Eliminate the Carried Interest Exemption under New York City’s Unincorporated Business Tax: $200 million

These initiatives close the “carried interest loophole” that lets hedge funds making billions in profits pay less in taxes than small 
businesses in our local communities, and assure that hedge fund managers working in New York but living elsewhere pay their 
fair share of taxes.
INSIST ON MINIMUM FAIR-SHARE TAXES FROM HEDGE FUNDS AND BIG CORPORATIONS

Restore the Capital Base Alternative Tax (“Corporate Minimum Tax”) to the Corporate Franchise Tax: $500-$700 million
Update LLC filing fees (applies to LLCs & non-LLC partnerships): $500 million
Repeal the Financial Services Investment Tax Credit: $30 million

These initiatives assure that high-income LLCs, Wall Street and big businesses pay their fair share, while protecting local small 
businesses in our communities.
ENSURE THE SUPER-RICH PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE

New top brackets on Personal Income Tax (PIT) 11% at $10M: up to $1.7 billion
Close the Pied-a-terre Tax Abatement Loophole: $250-$900 million
Helicopter Commuter Tax: $10 million

These initiatives ensure that billionaires and multi-millionaires pay their fair share of taxes, and close property tax loopholes 
benefitting the absentee owners of luxury Manhattan condominiums.

POSSIBLE ACTION: Submit Letter from MBdB (and other mayors) on ideas for working groups on tax reforms.  
- Could we get press around this?  

 
Hatch, Wyden Launch New Effort to Seek Input on Bipartisan Tax Reform 
Stakeholders and the Public Asked to Submit Ideas to Working Groups 
WASHINGTON – Finance Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) and Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) today announced 

a bipartisan effort to begin soliciting ideas from interested members of the public and stakeholders on how best 
to overhaul the nation’s broken tax code to make it simpler, fairer, and more efficient. The goal of this effort is to 
provide additional input, data, and information to the Committee’s bipartisan tax working groups, which are 
currently analyzing existing tax law and examining policy trade-offs and available reform options within each 
group’s designated area. 

“By opening up our bipartisan working groups to public input, we hope to gain a greater understanding of how tax policy affects 
individuals, businesses, and civic groups across our nation,” Hatch and Wyden said. “In doing so, we will also 
equip our working groups with valuable input, and we hope these suggestions will help guide the groups through 
the arduous task of putting forth substantive ideas to reform the tax code in each of their areas.” 

Individuals, businesses, organizations, and advocacy groups interested in submitting comments should send an email to the below 
bipartisan group or groups that relates to their area of interest. Please send submissions to each group of 
jurisdiction if an interest area covers more than one group. 

Individual Income Tax - Individual@finance.senate.gov 
Business Income Tax - Business@finance.senate.gov 
Savings & Investment - Savings@finance.senate.gov 
International Tax - International@finance.senate.gov 
Community Development & Infrastructure - CommunityDevelopment@finance.senate.gov 



 
 
Additional Submission Requirements: 
·         All submissions must be submitted as a pdf attachment. The attachment should be saved using the name of the 

organization/individual submitting the recommendations. 
·         Parties should list the name of the tax working group they wish to contact in the subject line of the email. 
·         Please include contact name, organization (if the submission is being submitted on behalf of a group), phone number, and 

email address, in the body of the email. 
·         Submissions will be accepted through April 15, 2015, and made public at a later date. 
·         If the above directions are not followed, the Committee reserves the right to not include the submission. 
·         If technical problems are incurred, parties can contact the Committee at 202-224-4515. 
Each of the five bipartisan working groups is currently working to produce findings on current tax policy and legislative 

recommendations within its area, with the goal of having recommendations from each of the five working groups 
completed by the end of May. Submissions from stakeholders will be reviewed by the working groups and ideas 
can be incorporated into the each working group’s final recommendations. The five working group 
recommendations will be delivered to Chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Wyden, and will be considered in 
developing bipartisan tax reform legislation. 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Off top of my head, I think it’s gonna be carried interest, millionaire’s tax (state level) and 
one other non-city-level thing as our menu of options

From: Stephanie Yazgi <
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 11:25 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Gabriel Schnake-Mahl 
<gschnakemahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: state of briefing

i need some help paring it down but this call will help

john- not sure what in this is best in describing carried interest loophole
is it true that the three we chose w emma and neal are good fed, state and muni level taxes?
]talk more in 5

thanks



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Adding Liz from my shop too

From: <Abeywardena>, "Abeywardena, Penny" <PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 12:20 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Thank you!

Fantastic! Matt can help us find something for early next week.  Thanks John!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Yes, would love to do that!  This week is rough - but let’s set it up
 
 
 

From: <Abeywardena>, Penny <PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 11:36 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Thank you!
 
Hey John,
 
Amanda mentioned that you are working on the Mayor’s upcoming progressive agenda, which will 
result in an event at Grace in early April and also take him out on the road domestically.  Do you 
have time to meet with me and my two deputies so that we can formulate a complementary 
international plan?
 
Thanks,
Penny
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Same here, Penny!  Talk soon



On Mar 6, 2015, at 6:11 PM, Abeywardena, Penny <PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

John,
 
Great to meet you in person! and thank you for lunch!
 
Invite to Gracie reception on Monday night is coming your way today, let me know if 
you don’t receive it. I’m really looking forward to working with you and appreciate your 
support as we build this global platform for what’s working in New York City. 
 
Cheers,
Penny
 

 

 
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ok thanks

Any luck on others?

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 2:10 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail
<
Subject: Fwd: Call with mayor Bill de Blasio

Fyi 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Kelly, Teresa [NEA]" <TKelly@nea.org>
Date: March 17, 2015 at 1:38:01 PM EDT
To: "'de Alwis, Ronalie'" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "'Leopold, Elana'" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Call with mayor Bill de Blasio



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi Teresa,
 
Hope all is well. The mayor is looking to reach out to Lilly at some point
this afternoon. Do you have a direct number he could reach her at?
 
 
Thanks,
Ronalie
*******************************************************************

Only the individual sender is responsible for the content of the
message, and the message does not necessarily reflect the position
or policy of the National Education Association or its affiliates.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



 
 

Progressive Mayors Pull Aside 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
MBdB convenes group for 1-hour post dinner from 8 PM to 9 PM in conference room nearby to dinner location. 
 
ATTENDEES: 
Murray (Seattle) 
Adler (Austin) 
Hodges (Minneapolis) 
Landrieu (New Orleans) 
  
Tentative: Wharton (Memphis), Cownie (Des Moines) and Walsh generally reserves Sunday night for family night 
though may be convinced to stay 
 
VISION: 
Mayor facilitates conversation among mayors that focuses on efforts to tackle income inequality, describes a few 
examples, asks for opinions and ideas that folks are comfortable working on locally, and how they can potentially work 
together on the national front. This is a low-key closed event with just an initial brainstorm to gauge interest and 
enthusiasm that maybe can have some key takeaways to move the conversation forward in a more formalized way, to 
build rapport with mayors in the room, and to enlist participants as partners in championing real solutions to income 
inequality. 
 
STAFF: 
A staffer should in the room but only to take notes for future action and planning. 
 
DESIRED OUTCOMES: 

- Participants walk away with sense that their power as mayors isn’t limited to what they can do in municipality, 
but that they can impact and should be leading voice in states and nationally. Send message that we will not 
wait for Washington to act while our municipalities suffer, but that we will come up with ideas, enact them 
locally while working on parallel track to change national policy as well. 

- Conversation and agreement that they would help push for progressive taxation and other agreed upon issues. 
- Participants agree to be part of ongoing working group to share ideas and plan action 
- Agree on exploring opportunities for joint appearances in media to speak out on issues of importance to us 

 
GUIDING QUESTIONS: 
What powers do you have locally to change policies that help combat income inequality?  
What are you doing locally on:  

- Paid sick leave? 
- Universal Pre-k and after school programs? 
- Family leave? 

How can we learn to lure companies that respect right to organize? 
How are we increasing minimum wage at every level (local, state, federal)? 

Can we agree we will call on major employers in our cities to raise minimum wage above current fed or 
city minimum wage? 

What other ideas do we have to lift the floor for working people?  
What are the obstacles? What are the solutions to those obstacles? 
How can we learn from each other? 
 
ACTIONS: 



 
 

- Possible outcomes are that they could agree to send comment to federal tax reform working groups jointly or 
individually 

- Mayors could invite each other to come to visit/ tour innovative programs in each of their home cities 
- They could commission memo on areas of interest to discuss in a more formal way or panel at an upcoming 

USCM conference or other gathering (San Francisco June 2015) 
- A sign-on letter urging the President for executive action on an issue of joint interest (Examples: Raise 

minimum wage for federal contractors to $15; give preference to companies that recognize right to organize) 
- MBdB to offer to be a liaison to potentially get invitations to other mayors to attend Democracy Alliance 

gatherings 
- MBdB to offer staff to serve as liaison between innovative national think tanks (Campaign for America’s Future, 

Economic Policy Institute, Center for America’s Progress, et al) that are producing good policy in order to help 
us commission more municipally relevant reports on areas of interest 

 
N.B.: We should not mention the gathering at Gracie Mansion to the mayors in the room since it is not open for 
attendance 
 
RESEARCH: 
The following research contains a number of descriptions of progressive taxation initiatives, however we should focus 
mainly on the following options: 

Carried interest loophole (federal- need more research on this) 
Mansion Tax (state) 
Pied-à-terre tax (state) 
Bad Business Fee (municipal) 
 

TAKE EMMA’S TEMPERATURE WITH IF THIS IS OK? 
 
Policy:  Bad Business Fee 
Description: “When workers have a voice in the process to determine wages and conditions, our democracy thrives. Expanding 

workers’ ability to negotiate – either directly with their employers or through a Bad Business Fee – gets us closer 
to wrestling some control back from the corporate 1% and on the path toward healing our ailing economy.” [Jobs 
with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”] 

Details: “Allow a government to levy significant fines on a company that is paying excessively low wages and relying on 
taxpayers to foot the bill. Companies would be incentivized to work with and respond to their employees requests 
for fair wages and adequate benefits directly. Otherwise they would pay for parallel social services through a fee 
that workers and community members have input over. In other words, a bad actor in our economy is held 
accountable to either provide a good job or supply income or subsidies for existing and unemployed workers.” 
[Jobs with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”] 

Resources: Jobs with Justice, “Low Wages are Bad Business”. Liz Ryan Murray of National People’s action is the expert on this 
issue: Liz@npa-us.org.  

 
Policy:  Mansion tax 
Description: A 1% levy on all homes and apartment sales over $1 million. 
Details: New York State’s mansion tax was first instituted in 1989 by the NYS Legislature and Governor Mario Cuomo. The 

NYS Division of Budget estimated that the tax generated $259 million for the state in fiscal year 2012-2013. 
Resources: WSJ, “City Eyes Mansion-Tax Boost to Assist Affordable Housing”, 11/18/2014; NY Post, “Mansion Tax Produces 

Geyser of Revenue for New York”, 3/20/2014]  
 
Policy:  Pied-à-terre tax 
Description: Non-NYC residents avoid paying personal income taxes and benefit from large property tax exemptions, yet they 

continue to utilize city services and infrastructure. Instituting a pied-à-terre tax on wealthy, non-residential 
owners of NYC properties would bring much needed balance and fairness to our city’s tax system.  

Details: Instituting a property tax surcharge on expensive apartments and homes (over $5 million) that are owned by non-
city residents. The annual surcharge, ranging from .5% to 4% would raise $665 million a year in revenue. [Crain’s 
NY Business, “Manhattan Democrats to introduce pied-à-terre tax bill”, 9/22/2014] 



 
 
Resources: Fiscal Policy Institute, “FPI proposes a tax on the most expensive NYC pied-a terre residential units”, 9/22/2014 
 
Policy:  Close Federal Carried Interest Loophole 
Description: Close the “carried interest loophole” that lets hedge funds making billions in profits pay less in taxes than small 

businesses in our local communities, and assure that hedge fund managers pay their fair share of taxes. 
Details: Federal legislation to close the “carried interest” loophole is estimated to generate $17 billion dollars over ten 

years, an average of $1.7 billion per year.[6] 
When a hedge fund manager invests capital provided by a limited partner, they typically take a share of the profits 
from that investment as a fee. That share is known as “carried interest.” This income should be subject to 
taxation, the same as any other income – but it isn’t. 
Lost revenue under the loophole is largely the result of taxing personal income derived from carried interest at the 
difference between the federal capital gains rate and the top individual income tax rate — that difference is 19.6 
percentage points. 
Essentially, this is performance compensation – just like tips for a waiter or waitresses are performance 
compensation. But while a waitress is obliged to pay full income tax on this money, a hedge fund manager isn’t. 
A new 19.6 percent surtax on carried interest, if adopted by all the states, would generate $1.7 billion per 
year.  Each one percent of surtax would generate $89.5 million per annum nationwide. The Fiscal Policy Institute 
estimated in 2008 that 44% of the earnings of private equity occurred in New York City.[7] 
If we assume that holds true today, then a 2.5 percent surtax applied to hedge fund income that is not being taxed 
appropriately at the federal level would generate $100 million per year for New York, repatriating lost revenue for 
use to fund schools and essential public services here.  

 IN NYC: By defining a large portion of their massive income as “carried interest,” hedge fund managers avoid fair-
share taxes at the federal, state and local level in New York 

Resources: [Dealbook, NYT: http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2014/05/14/why-hedge-funds-dont-worry-about-carried-interest-
tax-rules/?_r=0] 

 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Great, confirmed for the 24th at 1 PM at your offices.  Thanks!

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 3:47 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Penny and Deputy Commissioners

Thanks, Liz.

The 24th at 1PM is perfect. It would be great if John could meet here, but let me know if that won’t 
work.
Thanks!
Matt
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Matt,
 
Thanks for following up. 
 
Could we do 1 PM on 3/24?  We could also do 10 AM on 3/25 if it makes things easier on your end.
 
Is it best for John to come by your office?
 
Thanks!
 
Liz
 
 

From: <Graham>, Matthew <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 2:43 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Meeting with Penny and Deputy Commissioners
 
Hi, Liz.
I’m just writing to see if we can find a time for John to meet with Penny and our two Deputy 
Commissioner, Mike and Hillary.

Tuesday the 24th looks good for us between 11 and 5:30.



Also available:
Wed, 3/25: 9:30-1:30, 4-5:30.
Would you let me know if there’s a time that works best for John?
Thanks again!
Matt
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Adding Liz from my shop too
 

From: <Abeywardena>, "Abeywardena, Penny" <PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 12:20 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Graham, Matthew" <mgraham@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Thank you!
 
Fantastic! Matt can help us find something for early next week.  Thanks John!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Yes, would love to do that!  This week is rough - but let’s set it up
 
 
 

From: <Abeywardena>, Penny <PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 11:36 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Thank you!
 
Hey John,



 
Amanda mentioned that you are working on the Mayor’s upcoming progressive agenda, which will 
result in an event at Grace in early April and also take him out on the road domestically.  Do you 
have time to meet with me and my two deputies so that we can formulate a complementary 
international plan?
 
Thanks,
Penny
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Same here, Penny!  Talk soon

On Mar 6, 2015, at 6:11 PM, Abeywardena, Penny <PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

John,
 
Great to meet you in person! and thank you for lunch!
 
Invite to Gracie reception on Monday night is coming your way today, let me know if 
you don’t receive it. I’m really looking forward to working with you and appreciate your 
support as we build this global platform for what’s working in New York City. 
 
Cheers,
Penny
 

 

 
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I'm on guys! Will make moves tomorrow and circle back w/ progress.

Thanks!

From
Sent
To

Subject

From:
Date:
To:
Cc:
Subject: Re: TPA Monday Update



From: Bill de Blasio <
Reply-To: Bill de Blasio <
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 12:39 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: Re: TPA Monday Update



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks Demetrius!

From: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2015 at 7:30 AM
To: "Thornton, Demetrius" <DThornton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Roxanne Johns <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: TPA Monday Update

Thanks -- sounds good!  Feel free to give me a buzz if you want to talk anything through: 

On Mar 18, 2015, at 11:52 PM, Thornton, Demetrius <DThornton@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

I'm on guys! Will make moves tomorrow and circle back w/ progress.

Thanks!
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
Let's try this again.
+Demetrius

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Date: March 18, 2015 at 10:10:01 PM EDT
To: Roxanne John <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: TPA Monday Update



Thanks Roxanne.  Don’t think Demetrius made it onto the chain — I can just 
reach out though if you send me his email. 

On Mar 18, 2015, at 9:49 PM, Roxanne John <  
wrote:

Gents,

I am copying Demetrius Thornton who will work with IT and 
Fromo on the logistics. 

Please keep us posted on other logistics needed.

Thanks

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 18, 2015, at 12:52 PM, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Hey Roxanne.  I don’t know if I ever formally 
introduced you to my colleague Jon Fromowitz - 
aka, “Fromo.”  He’s the tall guy with glasses who 
sometimes stakes out Michael Carey’s office with 
me.

Anyway, I had a request for both of you - or for 
your designee, Roxanne.  We have a couple of 
folks (Howard Dean, Van Jones) who REALLY want 
to participate in the Gracie Confab on 4/2, but just 
cannot make the travel sked work.

I told the boss that I would do everything I could 
to have a video conference capability - just in case.

Fromo - I know the AMG guys do video 
conferencing all the time.  Can you check with 
them on how they do that on the Big Screen?

Roxanne - can you or someone you love find out if 
there’s a big screen (or white wall) available in 
Gracie - or, even better, if you’ve done something 



like this from Gracie before?

Thanks so much - and let me know what I can do 
to help

From: Bill de Blasio 
<
Reply-To: Bill de Blasio 
<
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 12:39 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail 
<
Subject: Re: TPA Monday Update

Van Jones will try to be there, but it's hard on his 
schedule. Asked if he could video conference in, 
which I told him I wasn't comfortable with. That 
being said, we should consider if there's any 
reason video conferencing would be worth it for 
him, Howard Dean, etc. I'm opposed, but worth 
discussing

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

I’m at a conference.  There is a section where I’m presenting.  Hopefully it won’t start
before 7pm, but I can’t really stay on for much longer than that. 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

MBDB: Conference Call on Focus Groups (FLONYC should
join if she wants)



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

I’m at a conference.  There is a section where I’m presenting.  Hopefully it
won’t start before 7pm, but I can’t really stay on for much longer than
that. 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

MBDB: Conference Call on Focus Groups (FLONYC
should join if she wants)





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

No problem, and that was/is the call out on IT's end...how's secure is this? How much can we 
control? Cisco was a one time shot and is not available for this.

Keep me posted. Thanks!

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

So far it’s either 1…or zero…  It would be for Howard Dean - but not sure if the mayor is 
going to want to do it for just one person or not (since it would be kind of disruptive to have 
only one person video-conferencing into a live room) - but I will check - and I appreciate you 
being ready just in case!

From: <Thornton>, Demetrius <DThornton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 at 12:16 PM
To: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Roxanne Johns <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: TPA Monday Update

Guys,
Good Day! Working with IT to get the ball rolling. Do we know total number for this video 
conference? Just wanted to be sure.
Let me know.
 
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

This may be an option.
I will pose as option once I hear back from Commissioner.



 
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

All,
So far, no luck on a quality video conferencing for this meeting. I am working with a 
Commissioner to see about partnership with Cisco who did something like you guys are 
describing before at Gracie, but it was a one off.
Trying to get it back again.
 
Will let you know more progress as I learn.
 
Thanks!
Demetrius
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



From: Bill de Blasio <
Reply-To: Bill de Blasio <
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 12:39 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: Re: TPA Monday Update



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Woot woot!

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 at 11:44 AM
To: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Sen Harkin 

Sir,
 
I spoke to his office since he is in the Bahamas.
 
He was just calling to let you know that they are working out sponsorship.
 
There is no need for you to call him back.
 
They will lock down an actual location on campus by the end of this week.
 
Here we come Nebraska and Iowa!
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks! See you later.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Thanks anyway, Demetrius.  Just checked with the boss last night, and we won’t be needing it (sorry -
should have told you as soon as I learned)!
 

From: <Thornton>, Demetrius <DThornton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 at 3:22 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Roxanne Johns <
Subject: RE: TPA Monday Update
 
Team,
It appears the video conferencing is not going to work with MIS and City IT.
I am assuming there won’t be a need w/ 1 or zero.
 
Can we confirm?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

So far it’s either 1…or zero…  It would be for Howard Dean - but not sure if the mayor is
going to want to do it for just one person or not (since it would be kind of disruptive to have
only one person video-conferencing into a live room) - but I will check - and I appreciate you
being ready just in case!
 

From: <Thornton>, Demetrius <DThornton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 at 12:16 PM
To: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Roxanne Johns <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: TPA Monday Update
 
Guys,



Good Day! Working with IT to get the ball rolling. Do we know total number for this video
conference? Just wanted to be sure.
Let me know.
 
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

This may be an option.
I will pose as option once I hear back from Commissioner.
 
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

All,
So far, no luck on a quality video conferencing for this meeting. I am working with a
Commissioner to see about partnership with Cisco who did something like you guys are
describing before at Gracie, but it was a one off.



Trying to get it back again.
 
Will let you know more progress as I learn.
 
Thanks!
Demetrius
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: Bill de Blasio <
Reply-To: Bill de Blasio <
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 12:39 PM



To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: Re: TPA Monday Update



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yes that is part of the dialogue as well per our earlier conversation.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

Pls confirm if the only time to speak effectively is in the evening, or if daytime would work. And in
either instance, what time range. That will help John and Ross a lot with their planning. Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Sir,
 
I just wanted to make sure you knew that I had a great conversation with Molly McDonald today at
Santa Clara to discuss you speaking to the students.  They couldn’t be more thrilled and honored.
 
Nothing too much to report, but the dates we are thinking in May seem to work so far.
 
Best,
 
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall



New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

John,
Shawanda Moore will be on site Gracie attendant for Ms. Morrison. If you have
additional needs, let me know and I will communicate them to Shawanda.

Shawanda Moore

Thanks!

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



Ruth R. Boatman

We wanted to send a few more
details about the upcoming
meeting in New York City being
hosted by Mayor de Blasio.

PLEASE KEEP THIS MEMO
CONFIDENTIAL, AS IT IS
ONLY IN DRAFT FORM.

Below we have outlined some of
the logistical details, the



confirmed list of attendees, and a
discussion draft that lays out
some policies and goals for the
group to consider.

We’d love your feedback on the
discussion draft this week, if at all
possible.  Let us know if there are
any questions or concerns about
the list of topics.

Logistical Details

Thursday, April 2nd

from Noon to 2:30 PM

Gracie Mansion – 88th

Street and East End Avenue,
NYC

GOAL

The event will be an opportunity
to exchange ideas and work
together to elevate progressive
economic issues into the national
conversation.

THE PROBLEM

Income inequality is the crisis of
our time.

Since the Great Recession ended,
the One Percent have seen their
real income grow by 35%.  The
99 Percent have seen theirs grow
0.8%.  Put another way, the One
Percent captured 91% of the real
income gains since 2009.



Our middle class is crumbling.
Millions of Americans are stuck in
poverty, slipping into poverty, or
just barely clinging onto their
spot in the middle class.

That must change.

THE CALL TO ACTION

We demand that those who lead
our nation – and those who seek
to lead it in the future – take a
stand.  Declare your commitment
to a set of policies that will:

Rebuild the middle class.

Lift people out of poverty and into
the middle class.

Require those at the top to pay
their fair share.

THE FRAMEWORK

Right now, our economy is
working extremely well for big
multi-national corporations, Wall
Street banks, and super-wealthy
individuals who can afford high-
priced lobbyists to game the
system.

We demand a new approach,
using every available lever of
government to achieve it.



We need economic policies
that reward work, not just
wealth.

5 WAYS TO TACKLE INCOME
INEQUALITY RIGHT NOW

1.     Lift the Floor for Working
People

                                                    
       

·      Raise the minimum wage.

·      Require government
contractors to pay workers a
living wage.

·      Call on businesses to raise
wages for all workers. (WAGE
TRACKER)

2.     Promote Economic
Patriotism

·      Block trade deals that
undermine American workers.

·      Assess a Bad Business Fee
on companies that benefit from
American workers making wages
so low that they require public
assistance to be made whole.

·      Give special preference in
awarding contracts to businesses
that recognize the right to
organize.

3.     Support Working Parents

·      Paid sick leave.



·      Paid family leave.

·      Expand Pre-K, after-school
programs, and childcare.

4.     Tackle the Affordability
Crisis

·      Require developers to build
affordable housing as a condition
of new development.

·      Allow students to refinance
student loan debt.

·      Invest in transportation and
infrastructure, to get people to
and from work more quickly,
more safely, and more affordably.

·      Expand the Earned Income
Tax Credit.

5.     Tax Fairness

·      Close the carried interest
loophole, so wealthy money
managers don't pay a lower rate
than those who work in
manufacturing or the service
industry.

·      Create a new top tax rate on
income earned above $1 million,
and another for income earned
over $1 billion.

·      Repeal the income tax break
on capital gains so that
millionaires and billionaires aren’t
paying lower overall tax rates
that those who work 9 to 5.

·      Eliminate the deferral on
corporate profits earned offshore.

RUN OF SHOW



Welcome to Gracie and
high-level overview of
goals for the day – Mayor
de Blasio
Introductions
Discussion of Goals

Elevate progressive
issues in the
national dialogue

Discussion of issues to
focus on
Avenues for advancing
policy
Strategies for advancing
agenda
Next Steps

ATTENDEES

·    Deepak Bhargava – Executive
Director at Center for Community
Change

·    U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown
(Ohio)

·    Abigail Disney – filmmaker
and philanthropist

·    Maria Elena Durazo - Vice
President for Immigration, Civil
Rights and Diversity at UNITE
HERE

·    Congressman Raul Grijalva
(Arizona) – Co-Chair of the U.S.
House of Representatives
Progressive Caucus

·    Van Jones – Co-Founder of
Rebuild the Dream

·    Governor Dannel Malloy
(Connecticut)

·    Heather McGhee – President
of Demos

·    Toni Morrison – Professor and
Author

·    Jonathan Soros – Senior
Fellow at Roosevelt Institute



·     Ted Strickland – former Ohio
Governor and current candidate
for U.S. Senate

·    Richard Trumka – President
of the AFL-CIO

·    Katrina vanden Heuvel –
editor and publisher of The
Nation

###

--
Rene Boatman
Assistant to Toni Morrison
C-2 J-1 Firestone Library
Princeton University
Princeton, NJ 08544
609-258-1071



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Peeps he is behind.
Keep you posted
Prob closer to 730

From: MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov
When: 7:00 PM - 7:30 PM March 29, 2015 
Subject: MBDB: Call to Discuss Thursday Event
Location: Dial-in Number: (  Meeting ID: 

 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hey there –
 
I am talking to the Times this AM and would very much appreciate if you could squeeze in a call with
them later to say nice things.
 
I’m leaving City Hall/ going to Hilltop.
 
Plan to help show that you don’t have to be in NYC to be a progressive, get elected as a progressive
and govern effectively as a progressive.
 
With you guys from the beginning, worked my heart out,  and will continue working on the outside
to help move our mission along.
 
 
 
--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3112
rkkatz@cityhall.nyc.gov
@RebeccaKKatz
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yep, triple checking with State given the nuclear deal today but if no complaints, Tehran mayor will
receive invite.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I don’t know enough about this to know what the right call is - but seems to me if the State Dept doesn’t
have a problem, then the NYC Mayor shouldn’t stand in the way
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, March 30, 2015 at 8:06 PM
To: "Abeywardena, Penny" <PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma"
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Howe, Amanda"
<AHowe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wright, Jessica" <JWright@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Mayor of Tehran - World Cities Summit
 
Anyone object?>
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Where did this land
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:



Subject:

Team- the Mayor of Tehran has requested an invite to World Cities. He’s not a war
criminal but he’s also not our ideal values buddy either (details below). That said, NYC
is hosting the World Cities Summit and I want to make sure we’re as inclusive as
possible (declining invitations quickly becomes a slippery slope). The invite would
come from Singapore and the Mayor would, obviously, not meet with him and we
can avoid any one-on-one photos.
 
If you have any objections, pls share. If I don’t hear from you by end of week, I’ll give
Singapore the go ahead to invite.   
 
Thanks,
Penny
 

 

 
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mayor of Tehran: Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf

Mayor since 2005, population approx. 8.5M

Bio:



Career:

Political considerations:

Human Rights record:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks Demetrius! Will check

From: <Thornton>, Demetrius <DThornton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 3:48 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail <  Jon 
Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <
Cc: Roxanne Johns <
Subject: RE: Gracie Confab details

John,
Shawanda Moore’s Title is House Attendant, she will manage meet/greet and close/departure as 
well as other needs in between.
 
Space will be accommodated for Ms. Morrison. This is a lunch meeting. (Any food needs for Ms. 
Morrison?)
 
Thanks!
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Adding Hayley, too - who is helping us out with logistics.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 9:37 AM
To: Aaron PickrellEmail <  Jon Fromowitz 
<jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>, "Thornton, Demetrius" <dthornton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Roxanne Johns <
Subject: Re: Gracie Confab details
 
++
 
Demetrius - can you answer these Qs?
 

From: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 9:34 AM





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thx Demetrius - Ms. Morrison 

From: "Thornton, Demetrius" <DThornton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 3:48 PM
To: 'John Del Cecato' <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, AARON PICKRELL <  Jon 
Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <
Cc: Roxanne Johns <
Subject: RE: Gracie Confab details

John,
Shawanda Moore’s Title is House Attendant, she will manage meet/greet and close/departure as 
well as other needs in between.
 
Space will be accommodated for Ms. Morrison. This is a lunch meeting. (Any food needs for Ms. 
Morrison?)
 
Thanks!
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Adding Hayley, too - who is helping us out with logistics.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 9:37 AM
To: Aaron PickrellEmail <  Jon Fromowitz 
<jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>, "Thornton, Demetrius" <dthornton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Roxanne Johns <
Subject: Re: Gracie Confab details
 
++
 
Demetrius - can you answer these Qs?
 

From: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 at 9:34 AM



To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fwd: Gracie Confab details
 
You guys have any insight?

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ruth R. Boatman" <boatman@princeton.edu>
Date: March 31, 2015 at 9:09:22 AM EDT
To: Aaron Pickrell <
Subject: Re: Gracie Confab details

Hi Aaron,

Just a final confirmation:

Shawanda Moore [  will meet Ms. Morrison when she arrives at the 88th St. & 
East End Ave entrance to Gracie Mansion just before Noon. [What is Ms. Moore's 
position/title?] Ms. Moore will attend Ms. Morrison through out her time at the venue and 
make sure she is escorted back to her car when the meeting concludes or is there an 
attendant?

Please make sure Ms. Moore knows where Ms. Morrison is to be seated during the event 
and that there is enough room  Does this meeting have a formal name? Is 
this a lunch meeting?

I will forward the driver's name and mobile shortly.

Rene



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Ishanee blasting now. All good.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

dig it
 

From: <Schnake-Mahl>, Gabriel <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2015 at 5:19 PM
To: "Grybauskas, Natalie" <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Klein, Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Spitalnick,
Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell,
Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez
Blanco, Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis, Ronalie"
<rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Cohen, Adam"
<ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson,
Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015
 
+JDC

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 1, 2015, at 5:18 PM, Grybauskas, Natalie <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:



PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with progressive leaders at Gracie
Mansion This meeting will be closed press. After, the Mayor will hold a media
availability.

Public Schedule

Approximately 3:00 PM – Holds Media Availability

Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the
event on Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Yes def to an approximately.
 



 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with progressive leaders at Gracie
Mansion This meeting will be closed press. After, the Mayor will hold a media
availability.

Public Schedule

3:00 PM – Holds Media Availability



Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the
event on Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Good to blast?
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 2,
2015

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with progressive leaders at Gracie Mansion This
meeting will be closed press. After, the Mayor will hold a media availability.

Public Schedule

3:00 PM – Holds Media Availability

Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the event on
Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available
at flickr.com/nycmayorsofficeshortly following the event.



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Sorry—I meant transcript. Disregard.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

dig it
 

From: <Schnake-Mahl>, Gabriel <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2015 at 5:19 PM
To: "Grybauskas, Natalie" <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Klein, Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Spitalnick,
Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell,
Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Martinez
Blanco, Frankie" <FMartinezBlanco@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis, Ronalie"
<rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Cohen, Adam"
<ASCohen@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson,
Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <RKKatz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015
 
+JDC



Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 1, 2015, at 5:18 PM, Grybauskas, Natalie <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with progressive leaders at Gracie
Mansion This meeting will be closed press. After, the Mayor will hold a media
availability.

Public Schedule

Approximately 3:00 PM – Holds Media Availability

Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the
event on Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:



Yes def to an approximately.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with progressive leaders at Gracie
Mansion This meeting will be closed press. After, the Mayor will hold a media
availability.

Public Schedule

3:00 PM – Holds Media Availability



Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the
event on Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

MPC good. Blasting.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 2,
2015

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with progressive leaders at Gracie Mansion This
meeting will be closed press. After, the Mayor will hold a media availability.

Public Schedule

Approximately 3:00 PM – Holds Media Availability

Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the event on
Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 2,
2015

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with progressive leaders at Gracie Mansion This
meeting will be closed press. After, the Mayor will hold a media availability. There will be on
topic Q-and-A.

Public Schedule

Approximately 3:00 PM – Holds Media Availability

Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the event on
Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

MBDB: National Brand Consultant Meeting 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Great job!

From
Sent
To
Subject

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: Washington Post: N.Y.’s de Blasio gathers
progressives to kick-start debate on income inequality

N.Y.’s de Blasio gathers progressives to kick-start
debate on income inequality









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:

Date:
To:

Subject: Washington Post: N.Y.’s de Blasio
gathers progressives to kick-start debate on
income inequality

N.Y.’s de Blasio gathers progressives to kick-
start debate on income inequality











From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Got it

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2015 at 4:16 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis, Ronalie" 
<rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Alterman holding in Peach Room

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

K ty
 
Monica Klein |Deputy Press Secretary |Mayor’s Press Office
o: (212) 788-2969 |c: (917) 324-3297 | twitter: @monicacklein

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Confirm that she was & that she had a scheduling conflict
 

From: <Klein>, Monica <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2015 at 6:41 PM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Elizabeth Warren
 
Question from Matt Chayes Newsday: Was Elizabeth Warren invited?
 
Do either of you know, or know who knows? I assume she was invited frm line in WP saying she had
scheduling conflict, but just want to confirm.
 
ty
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yes indeed!

From: Bill de Blasio <
Reply-To: Bill de Blasio <
Date: Friday, April 3, 2015 at 9:38 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Ross Offinger <  "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana 
Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re:

We should meet with Warren and also with Suzie whenever each is next in nyc

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Fri, 3 Apr 2015 13:32:52 +0000
To: 
Subject: Re:

Unfortunately, no.  We were going to meet with Susie, but she has tickets to a concert that night.  Next 
time!

From: Bill de Blasio <
Reply-To: Bill de Blasio <
Date: Friday, April 3, 2015 at 9:15 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re:

Am I seeing him when in NE?

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Fri, 3 Apr 2015 12:51:14 +0000
To: Bill de Blasio<
Subject: FW:



From: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Date: Friday, April 3, 2015 at 8:42 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: <no subject>

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

To be clear, Warren Buffett and Suzie Buffett. Also Elizabeth Warren :)

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Fri, 3 Apr 2015 13:39:21 +0000
To: 
Cc: Ross Offinger<  Michael Paul Carey<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>; Elana 
Leopold<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re:

Yes indeed!

From: Bill de Blasio <
Reply-To: Bill de Blasio <
Date: Friday, April 3, 2015 at 9:38 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Ross Offinger <  "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana 
Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re:

We should meet with Warren and also with Suzie whenever each is next in nyc

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Fri, 3 Apr 2015 13:32:52 +0000
To: 
Subject: Re:

Unfortunately, no.  We were going to meet with Susie, but she has tickets to a concert that night.  Next 
time!

From: Bill de Blasio <
Reply-To: Bill de Blasio <
Date: Friday, April 3, 2015 at 9:15 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re:



Am I seeing him when in NE?

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Fri, 3 Apr 2015 12:51:14 +0000
To: Bill de Blasio<
Subject: FW:

From: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Date: Friday, April 3, 2015 at 8:42 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: <no subject>

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

This is great!

From
Sent
To

Subject



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This is great!

From
Sent
To

Subject



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

MAYORS DE BLASIO AND GARCETTI ANNOUNCE LEGAL ACTION IN
SUPPORT OF IMMIGRATION REFORMS

More Than 70 Cities & Counties Sign Texas vs. United States Appeal Urging Immediate
Implementation of President Obama’s Immigration Executive Action

NEW YORK

Texas vs. United States

Mayor Bill de Blasio

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti

New York State Assembly Speaker
Carl Heastie



Public Advocate
Letitia James

 





Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr

U.S. Representative Charles Rangel

U.S. Representative Yvette Clarke



U.S. Representative Joe Crowley.

U.S. Representative Carolyn Maloney

U.S.
Representative José Serrano, Sr.

U.S. Representative Nydia Velázquez. “

U.S. Representative Kathleen Rice

State Senator Leroy Comrie.



State Senator Adriano Espaillat,
Chair of the State Senate Puerto Rican/Latino Caucus

State
Senator Jesse Hamilton

State Senator Jose Peralta

amicus
Texas vs. United States

State Senator Bill
Perkins

State Senator Gustavo Rivera

State Senator
James Sanders Jr



State
Senator José Serrano.

Assembly Member Rodneyse Bichotte

Texas v. United States

Assembly Member
Michael Blake

Assembly Member Guillermo Linares

Assembly Member Francisco Moya.

Assembly Member
Felix Ortiz. 



Assembly Member
Robert Rodriguez

 Assembly Member Nily Rozic.

Assembly Member Luis Sepúlveda

Assembly
Member Keith Wright

Council Member Carlos Menchaca, Chair of the Committee
on Immigration.

Council Member Inez Barron



Council Member Fernando Cabrera

 Council
Member Margaret Chin.

Council Member
Andrew Cohen

Council Member Costa
Constantinides

Council Member Daniel Dromm

Council Member Rafael Espinal

Council
Member Julissa Ferreras



Council
Member Dan Garodnick.

Council Member Vanessa Gibson

Council Member Corey Johnson

 Council Member Ben Kallos

Council Member Andy King, Co-
Chair of the Black, Latino & Asian Caucus

Council Member Rory Lancman

Council Member Steve Levin



Council Member Annabel
Palma

 Council Member Antonio Reynoso

Council
Member Donovan Richards

Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez.

Council Member Helen Rosenthal

Council Member Richie Torres

Council Member Mark Weprin

New York City Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer



Council Member Ruben Wills.

 Hector Figueroa, President of 32BJ
SEIU

Peter Ward, President of the Hotel
Trades Council

Stuart Appelbaum, President of Retail, Wholesale and
Department Store Union

Vincent Alvarez, President of the New York City
Central Labor Council AFL-CIO

Maria
Castaneda Secretary-Treasurer of 1199 SEIU



Javier H.
Valdés, co-Executive Director of Make the Road New York

Jonathan Westin, Executive Director of New
York Communities for Change

Steven Choi, executive director of the New York Immigration
Coalition

Lucia Gomez,
Executive Director of La Fuente

Jo-Ann Yoo
Executive Director of the Asian American Federation

Angela Fernandez Executive Director of Northern Manhattan
Coalition for Immigrant Rights

Amaha
Kassa Executive Director of African Communities Together



Aracelis Lucero, Executive Director of Masa, Inc

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel

Portland Mayor Charlie Hales.

Chapel Hill Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt.

Hoboken Mayor Dawn Zimmer.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





5. 

6. We feel very fortunate to have the resources we have. And our first
focus is providing for our children. But even with all the blessings we
have, the cost of college is daunting.

That's enough to get your minds going. If anyone has a way to frame this
properly, pls do before the day is out. Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

JDC, that's perfect! Much appreciated

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Ok, now let's watch out for the tabloid trap, starting today or at tmrw's
avail: am I crying poverty? Am I just as bad as Hillary who said she was
"dead broke" when they left the White House? What ever happened to
the Tale of Two Cities? So let me help your thought process with some
truth, from which we can then sort out the answers to the inevitable
questions:

1. We have one child in college 



2. We have another child going into college at institutions that cost in
total an average of $65,000 per year (yes that's $260,000 for 4 years).

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. We feel very fortunate to have the resources we have. And our first
focus is providing for our children. But even with all the blessings we
have, the cost of college is daunting.

That's enough to get your minds going. If anyone has a way to frame this
properly, pls do before the day is out. Thanks
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Pls add mtg with chirlane, emma and jdc at gracie after hispanic fed

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO
CITY OF NEW YORK
Wednesday, April 8, 2015
                                   
WEATHER:       High 45°, Low 39°, Cloudy, 60% chance of rain
ATTIRE:            Business
NOTES:            - Spring Break for NYC Schools

- Elana will meet you at the gym.
 
6:45 - 7:15       TRAVEL FROM GRACIE MANSION EN ROUTE 357 9TH STREET
                        Travel Time:    30 mins                      
                                               
7:15 - 8:15       WORKOUT
                        Location:         357 9th Street
                        Note:               YOU should change at the gym. Ishanee is staffing.
                                               
8:45 - 9:15       TRAVEL FROM 357 9TH STREET EN ROUTE 811 7TH AVENUE AND
THIRD STREET//OFF TOPIC PREP WITH AMY SPITALNICK
                        Travel Time:    30 mins.                     
                                               
9:20 - 10:15     REMARKS AT NAN RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY TO KICK OFF





                        Location:         1199 SEIU Penthouse, 330 West 42nd Street, betw.
8th & 9th Avenues, New York, NY
                        Press:               Closed
                        Note:               YOU present Laura a Tiffany Apple.
                                               
7:15 - 7:30       TRAVEL FROM 330 WEST 42ND EN ROUTE 301 PARK AVENUE
                        Travel Time:    15 Minutes
                                               
7:30 - 8:00       REMARKS AT THE HISPANIC FEDERATION 25TH ANNIVERSARY
GALA
                        Location:         Waldorf Astoria, 301 Park Avenue
                                               
8:00 - 8:20       TRAVEL FROM 301 PARK AVENUE EN ROUTE GRACIE MANSION
                        Travel Time:    20 Minutes
                                               
PRESS CONFERENCES
To be updated.
 
FLONYC SCHEDULE
11:00 – 12:00  CHILDREN’S CABINET MEETING
12:00 – 12:30  LUNCH
12:30 – 2:30    MEETING WITH MAYOR’S FUND
2:30 – 3:30      STAFF DEBRIEF
 
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
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Do you have a personal email?

 

From: <Abeywardena>, "Abeywardena, Penny" <PAbeywardena@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2015 at 4:34 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Thur readout

Hi John- do you have anything you can share from Thursday? I’d love to see the
agenda as well.
Grazie!
 

 

 
Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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Are you ready to do your part? Sign up for our day of action on April
18th.

Sign up now to volunteer on April 18th -- there will be opportunities to
get involved in all five boroughs:

on.nyc.gov/prek-action
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What time do they need me at 30 Rock? And how big a difference is there in placement within the
show or impact of the performance if I do this remotely vs in DC?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Sorry, amend. They would want to tape at 30 Rock if we do it in NYC. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Sir,
 
I’m working with the Meet the Press producer and they are eager to lock for Sunday.
 
We, as a team, still recommend that you do the interview from the Blue Room given all the
upcoming travel and prep needs rather than doing it from D.C.
 
Other guests – Rand Paul (taped interview). Lineup still in motion. We’re jostling for good
positioning.
 
Please let me know your thoughts. They are eager to begin promoting tomorrow evening
 
Best,
Andrea
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Lock it in and get them promoting!! Let's figure out our logistical choices in the AM

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Sorry, amend. They would want to tape at 30 Rock if we do it in NYC. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Sir,
 
I’m working with the Meet the Press producer and they are eager to lock for Sunday.
 
We, as a team, still recommend that you do the interview from the Blue Room given all the
upcoming travel and prep needs rather than doing it from D.C.
 
Other guests – Rand Paul (taped interview). Lineup still in motion. We’re jostling for good
positioning.
 
Please let me know your thoughts. They are eager to begin promoting tomorrow evening
 
Best,
Andrea
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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67 Shares

17 Shares
LinkedIn

Email
Comment
PrintA win by Jesús “Chuy” García in the Chicago mayor’s race this week would have sent a signal that the 
progressive wing of the Democratic Party would be a decisive force in 2016, and that Hillary Clinton better do 
what they want or get out of the way. 

But Garcia lost. Big. And Rahm Emanuel, the combative former chief of staff to President Barack Obama who 
spent the race being hammered for caring more about big donors from Big Business than unions or working 
people, will be sworn in again next month for a second term as mayor. 



Story Continued Below 

To many Democrats, there are two possible lessons: First, that the professional left talks a much better game 
than it delivers even as it starts to make big promises about the presidential race. And second, that focusing 

voters on the progressive elements of a candidate’s record, as Emanuel did during his runoff, can blunt a 
challenge from an ineffective opponent. 

ALSO ON POLITICO 
Michael Bloomberg's war on coal
ANDREW RESTUCCIA
“Rahm Emanuel is a progressive mayor, period,” said Paul Begala, a longtime Bill Clinton adviser and a friend 
of Emanuel who advises the pro-Hillary Clinton Priorities super PAC. “I don’t think people should say a right-
wing Democrat won. I think you’ve got to actually look at what he did and what he ran on.” 

“That’s the lesson for Hillary Clinton: You can run comfortably on a progressive agenda and win,” Begala said.

Ben LaBolt, a former spokesman for both Emanuel and Obama, said progressive groups tried to assert 
themselves but ignored Emanuel’s record on everything from raising the minimum wage to expanding 
community college access, efforts that have become a partial model for the White House. 

“There was a roadshow of national progressive groups that came into Chicago and tried to use the race to send a 
message about the issues and messages they cared about, but in some ways, they misjudged the race,” LaBolt 
said. “For all the discussion there’s been about ideological warfare within the party, ultimately it’s more of the 
bread-and-butter issues that affect people’s lives that are going to determine their vote.” 

The progressive groups that got involved in the race disagree about Emanuel’s record. But they insist they 
showed themselves and their agenda to be just as powerful losing to Emanuel as if they’d won. 

“The headline would have been unmistakable and the clarity would have certainly been there,” said Jim Dean, 
chairman of Democracy for America, which weighed in heavily for García. But “if any of these campaigns had 
anybody on the ground in Chicago and seen the level of energy around Chuy’s campaign and around the 
aldermen who were running, they would understand this.” 

ALSO ON POLITICO 
Moroccan cash flows to Clinton Foundation
KENNETH P. VOGEL and JOSH GERSTEIN
Instead its “populist groundswell gave Chuy García a fighting chance,” as Reclaim Chicago of the National 
People’s Action Campaign put it Tuesday night. 

García was, at best, an imperfect messenger for progressives: Unlike Bill de Blasio who became a national 
progressive hero by winning a much different New York City mayor’s race in 2013, García was often short on 
both policy detail and political skill. De Blasio took heat for pledging to raise taxes on the rich for his ideas. 
García repeatedly ducked questions of how he’d pay for his. 

The Chicago runoff never got close enough for Obama to seriously consider a last-minute visit to push his 
former chief of staff over the top, according to a White House aide. Instead, Emanuel’s campaign spent millions 



on an image-softening push that closed with a final commercial of the mayor, sporting an open-collar shirt and 
with soft piano music playing in the background, touting his all-day kindergarten program and the new jobs he 
brought to all neighborhoods — and acknowledging he could try being a better person himself. 

Although a presidential race will mean everyone’s paying a lot more attention to every position Clinton takes 
and every element of her record, she’s not expected to have a progressive primary opponent such as Elizabeth 
Warren to draw off votes. Unlike Emanuel, she’ll also have a Republican opponent, one elected out of a field 
that’s sure to produce a candidate progressives won’t be able to stand and will rally against even if their hearts 
aren’t with Clinton. 

That’s not the only difference. 

“She doesn’t have the problem that he does — the ‘asshole’ factor,” said a Democratic strategist familiar with 
both the Emanuel and de Blasio campaigns. “If I were Hillary Clinton looking at Chicago, I would say Rahm 
found himself in trouble largely because of personality clashes, and he survived because he was laser-focused 
on making his campaign an expression of his progressive successes.” 

But it’s clear that progressives are less than enthusiastic about Clinton, and unions and other lefty groups are 
likely to start popping off soon about how this really might be the year when they’ll sit out, or vote for someone 
else. 

“This is a new era. There is a much more progressive bench of this party, and the energy of this party is in the 
progressive party. That is going to be the key to voter turnout and voter engagement in 2016,” Dean said. 

But as one measure, Dean’s brother, former Vermont Gov. Howard Dean, endorsed García but has already 
endorsed Clinton. De Blasio is taking pains to stay close to her. 

García’s 43 percent “even as he was dramatically outspent and despite the challenges he faced shows the power 
of the idea that government and the economy should work for everyone, not just those at the top,” said Nick 
Berning, communications director of MoveOn.org. “The lesson elected officials should draw from Chicago is 
that they ignore this hunger at their peril.” 

Begala said he’s not concerned. If anything, he thinks Democrats should come out of Chicago feeling good 
about the unity within the party that produced a low-impact challenger for Emanuel and a seemingly 
untouchable front-runner for president, unlike the giant ideological rifts that Republican 2016 candidates are 
trying to navigate. 

ALSO ON POLITICO

“It’s really hard for people to confront this reality,” Begala said, “but Democrats are in array.” 

Read more: http://www.politico.com/story/2015/04/lessons-rahm-emanuel-win-116800.html#ixzz3WonejvS9

Sent from my iPhone 
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Attached and key info below—to get our prep going. Working on more questions but my six minutes with Chuck Todd is
below to help is start.
 
I have Mahen increasing his clips focused on presidential politics over next few days so you see in real-time.
 
 

Event/Meeting Briefing Information

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: Andrea Hagelgans

EVENT:
 

RATIONALE:

 

DAY/DATE:
 

EVENT TIME:  

MBDB TIME:  

LOCATION: 30 Rockefeller;  

  

 ATTACHMENTS:

 EVENT PROGRAM:

 
MBDB INTRODUCED BY:

Key Messages

I. There’s no two ways about it: we have an economic crisis in this country.  We have a country
that is losing its middle class. Working families struggling to put food on the table, pay their



mortgage, raise their kids. The issue of income inequality is a profound threat to this country
and its future – that we are experiencing growing divisions that must be addressed.

 
 
II. If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need two things:

1) more investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working people (paid sick leave,
$15 min wage, child care) and

2) more revenue from those at the very top – millionaires, billionaires, and wealthy corporations
(close carried interest loophole, put a 5% surcharge on income earned over a million bucks, etc).

III. This presidential election we need blunt talk and real solutions. The candidate who makes this
election about income inequality, the real struggles in people’s lives, and provides the solution
will be the winner.

INEQUALITY STATISTICS
•
•



•

•

Leonardo Hernandez –

•
•

•

Six minutes with Chuck Todd

 

3)



5)

” What would you advise presidential candidates from either party?]  



10)
The NYS GOP Chair said YOU

would beat HRC in a primary.

Other Q & A

Q. Is this a betrayal (that you haven’t endorsed yet)?

Q. What about endorsing Cuomo in 2014? We didn’t make him embrace higher taxes. Why are we being
so tough on HRC.

Q:  Is Iowa, Nebraska meant to send a message to Hillary?

Q:  Did you weigh in with Hillary about this?

Q:  Is Hillary Clinton too close to Wall Street?  Too centrist?  Or is she a “real progressive?”

Q:  Could you see yourself supporting Martin O’Malley?  He agrees with you on a lot of this stuff.

Q:  What happens if a candidate or elected official doesn’t endorse The Progressive Agenda?  Will
you all campaign against them?

Q:  Grover Norquist makes conservative candidates and elected officials sign a no-tax pledge – and
he strongly backs those who do, while punishing those who do not.  Is that what you’re trying to
replicate?



Q:  Even if you continue to have a Democratic White House, you’ll likely have a Republican
Congress.  How can any of this get done?

Q:  Aren’t you concerned that candidates or elected officials will look at all the taxes you’re
proposing here & say “Geez, I don’t want an attack ad run by the Koch Brothers saying I support
trillions in higher taxes.”

Q:  How does this help the people of New York City?  Are you getting outside the realm of your Day
Job?

 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Event/Meeting Briefing Information

Staff Contact/Planning Lead:

EVENT: LIVE interview with Chuck Todd for NBC’s Meet the 
Press

RATIONALE: As presidential candidates start to announce for the 
White House, this is an opportunity to sit down and
have a real conversation on inequality and the 
progressive agenda.

DAY/DATE:  Sunday, April 12

EVENT TIME: 9 AM hour

MBDB TIME:  8:30 arrival
9:00 a m in chair

LOCATION:     30 Rockefeller; Global Media studio #3 on the 6th floor 
of 30 Rock…Rm. 644S

ATTACHMENTS:                 TPS, QS, VIDEO

EVENT PROGRAM:
MBDB INTRODUCED BY: CHUCK TODD

In this 6 minute interview (no commercial breaks), YOU will be asked about income 
inequality, the progressive agenda, the state of the Democratic Party, and the race for 
the White House

Other potential topics: NYPD/ Community Policing/ Walter Scott

Interview Goals:
1) Force a deeper discussion and debate about progressive issues/ income 

inequality – can’t just be a buzz word, need to see candidate action to be 
successful 

2) Pivot quickly from personality- type questions back to larger progressive agenda 
frame
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Key Messages

I. There’s no two ways about it: we have an economic crisis in this country. 
We have a country that is losing its middle class. Working families 
struggling to put food on the table, pay their mortgage, raise their kids.  
The issue of income inequality is a profound threat to this country and its 
future – that we are experiencing growing divisions that must be 
addressed.  

The country is headed in a very dangerous direction. We’re becoming ever more 
divided. We have now worse income inequality than at the time of the stock 
market crash in 1929. If we don’t address it, we will look up in a few years and 
wonder why we didn’t see the warning signs.  

II. If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need two things: 

1) more investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working 
people (paid sick leave, $15 min wage, child care) and 

2) more revenue from those at the very top – millionaires, billionaires, and 
wealthy corporations (close carried interest loophole, put a 5% surcharge 
on income earned over a million bucks, etc).  

We need sensible reforms like closing the carried interest loophole, which hedge 
fund titans use to pay a lower tax rate than someone who works 9 to 5.  It’s the 
moral thing to do – and we need the money to help pay for child care and Pre-K
and the other things working parents need.

If you’re serious about reducing the gap between millionaires and billionaires and 
everybody else in America, the math is the math.  If we’re going to rebuild the 
middle class, those at the top are going to have to pay a little more.

In government – particularly state and local government – you’ve gotta balance 
the budget.  There are no secret pots of money.  So if you don't wanna rob Peter 
to pay Paul, that means some folks will have to pony up.

There’s no reason that a multi-millionaire sitting by the pool at their beach house 
should be paying a lower rate of taxes than the woman who cleans their 
home.  It’s about rewarding work, and not just wealth.
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We need sensible reforms like closing the carried interest loophole, which hedge 
fund titans use to pay a lower tax rate than someone who works 9 to 5.  It’s the 
moral thing to do – and we need the money to help pay for child care and Pre-K
and the other things working parents need.

III. This presidential election we need blunt talk and real solutions. The 
candidate who makes this election about income inequality, the real 
struggles in people’s lives, and provides the solution will be the winner.   

In the 2014 cycle, Democrats did not speak bluntly about it—and they paid the 
price. That is the lesson. 

They did not honestly say to the people of this country, here's a crisis and we're 
going to do very specific things about it. We're going to be willing to take on those 
who are wealthy and ask them to do their fair share. We're going to be willing to 
take on corporations that are not being fair to their workers.

INEQUALITY STATISTICS
We have now worse income inequality than at the time of the stock market crash 
in 1929.
In America, the wealthiest 160,000 families own as much wealth as the poorest 
145 million families
According to OxFam, by next year, the top one percent in the world will possess 
more wealth than the bottom 99 percent.
Between 2009 and 2012 overall income per family grew 6.9 percent. The gains 
weren’t shared evenly, however. The top 1 percent saw their real income grow by 
34.7 percent while the bottom 99 percent only saw a 0.8 percent gain, meaning 
that the 1 percent captured 91 percent of all real income.

“Real Stories” of New Yorkers Who Have Struggled with the Effects of Rampant Income 
Inequality, but Who Have Been Helped by Bold, Progressives Policies in NYC

Leonardo Hernandez –  

Car wash worker in Queens whom I met last year

He told me that he was literally unable to take a day off if he or a family member 
fell ill because he simply couldn’t afford to lose a single day’s pay. So no matter 
how sick he’s been, how cold it is, he literally didn’t have the right to take a day 
off.

But now, thanks to a paid sick leave policy that we’ve instituted here in New York 
City, Leonardo now enjoys these protections. And those are the kinds of changes 
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that can make a dent in income inequality nationally if our political leaders have 
the will and vision to tackle this head-on.

Delnaye [del-NYE] Cadogan– 

Caribbean American security guard and father of three from Brooklyn whom I 
met last summer

His daughter, Odianne, was offered a seat in full-day pre-k at P.S. 203 (the Floyd 
Bennett School)

For fathers all across the country like Delnaye struggling to make ends meet for 
their families, policies like full-day pre-k make a world of a difference and help 
ease the burdens that working parents are facing each and every day.

Six minutes with Chuck Todd

Welcome to the show.

1) So, everyone is buzzing about Hilary announcing her candidacy.  You were her 
campaign manager, what type of a candidate do you think she is and will she be this 
time around?

[NOTE—In 2000, you said, But her strategists say it's even more imperative for her 
to do meets-and-greets than for the average politician. Hand-to-hand campaigning, 
they said, humanizes her and gives her the opportunity to counter the portrayal of 
her as aloof and arrogant and feeling entitled to be senator." She likes to literally 
shake every hand in the room, if possible. It's her style," said campaign manager 
Bill de Blasio.] 

- Immense respect. Often say my life has been influenced most deeply by 2 
Wesley women- one I married and one I worked for

- No harder worker out there. Saw that in 2000, 2008 and certainly will see it if she 
runs

- But what I would say to her—and any candidate for that matter—is that this 
election will be won by the candidate that has an honest conversation with the 
American people about income inequality, the growing gap between the ultra-rich 
and the middle class and working people, and provides real solutions – paid sick 
leave, minimum wage, higher taxes for those that can afford it.   We are losing 
our middle class in this country. 

- If we don’t address it now, we will look up in a few years and wonder why we 
didn’t see the warning signs.  
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2) In 2000, you said your role was to, “bring more focus to the campaign, to provide it 
with a single point of coordination and leadership.” Is that one of her challenges, lack 
of coordination? And do you think this team will be different than 2008 team? Can 
she reinvent herself? What do you think will be her biggest challenges?  

- Look she hasn’t announced her candidacy yet, so I don’t want to get into the 
personalities.

- For any candidate it is about really listening to the American people and finding 
the solutions folks are yearning for. We have now worse income inequality than 
at the time of the stock market crash in 1929.

- In the 2014 cycle, Democrats did not speak bluntly about it—and they paid the 
price. They did not honestly say to the people of this country, here's a crisis and 
we're going to do very specific things about it.

- We know  solutions exist and work – Paid Sick Leave in NYC, raising the 
minimum wage

3) Are you going to endorse Hillary? Do you think progressives will get behind her?

- I’m not going to talk about specific personalities.  All I’m saying is that anyone 
hoping to lead the American people – up and down the ballot – must have a plan 
to combat income inequality that’s based in progressive principles.

4) Has she discussed her campaign with you/ Have you talked with her? [Your wife was 
just with her, right?] If you haven’t, why is that? Was she invited to your recent 
Confab?  
- We have not discussed her campaign directly. 
- I’ve had several discussions with her over the last few months, and she knows 

where I stand on how best to tackle the economic challenges we face.  
- But my advice to her would the same to any candidate --- we need a real 

conversation about income inequality and solutions to lift more people up. 
- That means, 1) more investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for

working people (paid sick leave, $15 min wage, child care) and  2) more revenue 
from those at the very top – millionaires, billionaires, and wealthy corporations 
(close carried interest loophole, put a 5% surcharge on income earned over a 
million bucks, etc).   

5) What does HRC need to say to you to convince you she is running a progressive 
campaign? What do you need to see/ hear to make sure that “income inequality” isn’t 
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just the campaign buzz phrase? [ VARIATION - In your op-ed, you said, “This year, 
too many Democratic candidates lost sight of those core principles -- opting instead 
to clip their progressive wings in deference to a conventional wisdom that says bold 
ideas aren't politically practical.” What would you advise presidential candidates from 
either party?]   
- Lots of talk about “income inequality”. Even seeing very conservative candidates 

use it. But, the income gap has favored the one percent over the 99 percent 
since 2009

- The proof is in the pudding--- what policy prescriptions will they support. 
- We know  solutions exist and work – Paid Sick Leave in NYC, raising the 

minimum wage, closing tax loopholes
- Nationally, we need sensible reforms like closing the carried interest loophole, 

which hedge fund titans use to pay a lower tax rate than someone who works 9 
to 5.  It’s the moral thing to do – and we need the money to help pay for child 
care and Pre-K and the other things working parents need.

6) When you say that the income gap has favored the One Percent over the 99 
Percent since 2009 – isn’t that a direct indictment of President Obama?  
Should he have done more to help the non-rich?

- President Obama has made great efforts to close the income gap.  
- Some have called ObamaCare one of the greatest social programs aimed at 

reducing income inequality since the New Deal.  There was the stimulus, which 
greatly expanded the EITC.  And there was his success in raising the top 
marginal tax rate to where it was when Bill Clinton left office.  

- What the income inequality statistics tell us is this: we need to be even more 
aggressive lifting the floor for working people, and that has to include a greater 
contribution by those at the very top.

7) You recently announced a Progressive Agenda contract --- will you make her sign it?
Was it meant to send a message to Hillary? 
- We’re asking all candidates to commit to these principles because they are three 

things: 1) real solutions to income inequality; 2) feasible ideas; 3) resonant with 
millions of Americans who are desperate for leadership on these economic 
matters.

8) Are you disappointed Elizabeth Warren isn’t running? Is there any candidate you can 
get behind right now?

- Look I don’t discuss candidates until they run and I review their platform
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- What I’m looking for in a candidate is a real commitment to tackling the greatest 
challenge of our time – income gap that is leaving so many families behind.

9) Mayor Rahm Emanuel just beat a progressive candidate. Governor Cuomo is not 
known as a “progressive” yet is popular. What does that say to you about the 
electability of candidates running on a progressive platform?

- Every race is different, but it doesn’t reflect on the broader progressive 
discussion that is happening at dinner tables around the country

- What you hear is real discussion about issues--- minimum wage, immigration, 
higher taxes on the wealthy to support education, etc. 

- Candidates didn’t run on that in 2014 and paid the price. Need to heed that 
warning.

10) Noticed you will be in Iowa this week, are you thinking about a run in the future 
particularly if you don’t hear the types of things you want to hear this election cycle? 
[VARIATION - The NYS GOP Chair said YOU would beat HRC in a primary.
- As much as I enjoy getting political advice from the GOP Chair – let me be clear: 

I’m not running for president.  That’s my Sherman-esque answer.  We just want 
these policies to be implemented.

- I’m focused on being Mayor of the greatest City in the U.S. 
- [If pushed – already stated my intentions to run for re-election. Like my current 

day job]

11) Turning to recent events in South Carolina—Mr. Mayor in the wake of the Eric 
Garner tragedy, you announced that NYPD would be piloting body cameras. In your 
opinion do body cameras make a difference in police/ community relations? Are they 
a deterrent? Are they good tool for seeing the full picture?
- Hopeful, but not conclusive. Important in terms of accountability, transparency, 

improved community/relations
- But need to be used in combination with training, which is equally important—

learning to de-escalate conflict, 

Other Q & A

Q. Is this a betrayal (that you haven’t endorsed yet)?  
A.  Absolutely not. In fact, it would be phony & a betrayal of Bill de Blasio’s principles if 

we endorsed a 2016 campaign - any campaign, at any level - without first hearing a 
REAL plan to address the central issue of our time - income inequality. And that real 
plan must include higher taxes on the rich.
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Q. What about endorsing Cuomo in 2014? We didn’t make him embrace higher 
taxes. Why are we being so tough on HRC.

A. 2014 is in the rear-view mirror now. We’re not going to revisit. And/but the inspiration 
for the national movement of progressives towards addressing income inequality really 
came to a head after Nov 2014 - when Dems ran away from progressive 
positions/accomplishments & paid a stiff price at the polls as a result. We don’t want to 
see a repeat of that. Backbone Politics is now not just an option; it’s a requirement.

Q: Is Iowa, Nebraska meant to send a message to Hillary?
A: It’s meant to send a message to elected officials and candidates for every office, 
up and down the ballot, in both parties: to tackle income inequality, we must implement 
progressive policies.

Q: Did you weigh in with Hillary about this?
A: I’ve had several discussions with her over the last few months, and she knows 
where I stand on how best to tackle the economic challenges we face.  I won’t get into 
specifics. 

Q: Is Hillary Clinton too close to Wall Street?  Too centrist?  Or is she a “real 
progressive?”
A: Again, I’m not getting into specific personalities.  This is about a set of issues.  
And what matters to this group is that those who seek to lead, up and down the ballot, 
embrace these principles.

Q: Could you see yourself supporting Martin O’Malley?  He agrees with you on 
a lot of this stuff.
A: Policies.  Not Personalities.

Q: What happens if a candidate or elected official doesn’t endorse The 
Progressive Agenda?  Will you all campaign against them?
A: We’re asking them to commit to these principles because they are three things: 
1) real solutions to income inequality; 2) feasible ideas; 3) resonant with millions of 
Americans who are desperate for leadership on these economic matters.

Q: Grover Norquist makes conservative candidates and elected officials sign a 
no-tax pledge – and he strongly backs those who do, while punishing those who 
do not.  Is that what you’re trying to replicate?
A: It’s not about the backing or non-backing from folks up here.  It’s about the 
people we represent – progressive across the country.  And to motivate those 
Americans – to get them on their feet, activated, and encouraged to support a candidate 
or elected official – they need to know that the candidate or elected official is with them 
on these core issues.
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Q: Even if you continue to have a Democratic White House, you’ll likely have a 
Republican Congress.  How can any of this get done?
A: This isn’t just about the White House and Congress.  BUT, I will say this.  There 
are those who see divided government & believe that nothing but the most watered-
down measures can get support.  I don’t believe that.  If you push hard enough, organize 
aggressively enough, and make it front-and-center in the national conversation, 
politicians who might ordinarily be afraid to be bold will suddenly see that it’s not just 
“okay” to have a backbone.  It’s an existential requirement.

Q: Aren’t you concerned that candidates or elected officials will look at all the 
taxes you’re proposing here & say “Geez, I don’t want an attack ad run by the 
Koch Brothers saying I support trillions in higher taxes.”
A: Here’s the hard truth.  If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need two 
things: 1) more investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working people; 
and 2) more revenue from those at the very top – millionaires, billionaires, and wealthy 
corporations.  There’s no secret pot of money.  And if you’re going to be serious about 
investing in programs that help the 99 Percent, then the One Percent has to be willing to 
help foot the bill.

Q: How does this help the people of New York City?  Are you getting outside 
the realm of your Day Job?
A: The fact is, we are doing many of these things at the city level.  We’re trying to do 
some at the state level.  Others only make sense at the federal level.  We shouldn’t silo 
government into city or state or federal.  People don’t look at their government like that.  
They know that the people they put into public office have to work together, at all levels 
of government, to achieve real change.  And there’s so much more that we can do to lift 
the lives of working people here in NYC if we have support from across the country and 
in Washington.

MEET THE PRESS QUESTIONS FOR OTHER GUESTS

Questions for Bernie Sanders–– September 14, 2014

“Are you about to switch parties? Are you going to become a member of the Democratic 
Party if you pursue this presidential campaign?”

“And you’ve – it sounds like you’ve ruled out running as an independent or you have 
not? You could end up doing it that way?”

“I want to read something that was paraphrased to you, it says, “‘It is essential,’ Sanders 
said, ‘to have someone in the 2016 presidential campaign who is willing to take on Wall 
Street, address the collapse of the middle class, tackle the spread of poverty, and 
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fiercely oppose cuts to social security and MediCare.’” Is it safe to say if you thought 
Hillary Clinton were doing that, you wouldn’t be considering this?”

“But you say you’re, you’re, separating out—are you separating out Hillary Clinton from 
this? If she were speaking more robustly on these issues, would you be thinking about 
running?”

“Uh, I hear you, it’s uh—rail against this, and I think: Boy, you must be unhappy with 
President Obama. So you believe he—you believe he’s been right on most of his ideas. 
You just don’t believe he has, uh, pushed them hard enough?”

“Let me ask you on that billionaire front: Is there such thing as a – If a billionaire agrees 
with you on issues are you okay with them participating in the process? Or do you think 
this entire process, whether it’s Tom Steyer or Michael Bloomberg or the Koch 
brothers?”

“Alright. You’re headed to Iowa. I guess I’m going to ask it this way about the Democratic 
Party today. Do you think the Democratic Party is open to a progressive like you? Do 
you think the Democratic Party is closer to where you are? Or closer to where the 
Clintons are?”

“Where’s the Democratic Party today? Closer to you or closer to Hillary?”

Questions for Various Mayors–– December 7, 2014

“Confidence in the legal system after Ferguson, after Staten Island, has it increased or 
decreased? In this case, both whites and blacks say their confidence in the legal system 
has decreased. Whites 35% say it's decreased, with blacks, 70%. Mayor Reed, the 
Atlanta Police Department, do you feel that they treat blacks and whites the same or 
differently in your city?”

“Mayor Nutter, I think there's another debate here that was interesting. A conservative 
columnist John Podhoretz, openly wondered, "Is it time to move on from the broken-
windows style of policing?" Right? And broken-windows style of policing was back there 
in the '90s, and this is what he wrote.
…The meaning is that maybe the way to police petty crimes should change. Do you 
believe that?”

“Quickly, Mr. Ramsey, how do you keep bias out of the Philadelphia police force?”

“Mayor Reed, you ready for Hillary?”

“What do you think of Jeb Bush's authenticity there, Rick? He's basically saying, "Look, 
I'm going to stay who I am. You may not agree with me," in some ways. Basically he's 
saying, "You don't agree with me on immigration and common-core conservatives, but 
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I'm not going to placate you on those two issue.””

Questions for Mayor Michael Nutter– March 23, 2014

“Michael though, you're looking at this, no doubt, from the point of view of the President's 
domestic agenda. Going to the issues that you're dealing with as a mayor every day.
You look at a foreign policy crisis taking more and more time and effort away. Do you 
worry about it impacting President Obama's leadership in other areas?”

“Mayor, are you proud of this [Affordable Care] law?”

Questions for Cory Booker–– August 25, 2013

“You told this to the Huffington Post a couple of years ago. "I'm so frustrated," you say, 
"when I see how difficult it is to get people to take relatively simple steps, proven to 
make a difference. Not to take a freedom ride, not to march against club and gas-
wielding state troopers, not to storm beaches in Normandy or Iwo Jima, but just to take 
small, increased steps of service that along with others, doing the same, could make a 
significant difference." A lack of activism and polarized politics. That's a wicked 
combination.”

“It is interesting. You talk about the income inequality as the lasting legacy of a dream 
unfulfilled. You're the Mayor of Newark. Unemployment there is over 13%. It's endemic 
in a lot of our cities, we have that kind of failure. And a lot of critics would say, a lot of 
democratic leadership there. These are really hard things. Why have you not been able 
to make more progress in this particular area?”

“So take it to Washington. If you're a senator, how would you forge compromise in 
modern-day Washington over the tension of spending restraint and necessary 
improvements to lessen inequality?”

“I’ve got just a couple seconds left. But I think it's a special part of our discussion this 
morning. We look at your parents, two of the early executives at IBM, first African 
American, black executives there. What does their journey tell you about the American 
dream?”

Questions for Rand Paul— January 26, 2014

“You have questioned the president's moral leadership at points along the way.  Is there 
an area where you feel you can work in common cause with him this year?”

“The future of the Republican Party and, frankly, your place in it is a big story.  Just this 
morning, the front page of The New York Times has this headline:  "Rand Paul's Mixed 
Inheritance:  Senator Looks to Move Libertarianism from the Fringe to the Mainstream."  
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How big of a hurdle is this for you, if you're going to run for president?”

“But it's interesting, the role of government, you've often referred to the tyranny of the 
federal government.  So, again, it comes down to mainstream versus extreme.  Fellow 
Republican, and maybe he's one that will run against you for the Republican nomination, 
Ted Cruz has described your strident libertarianism of your father as an issue that will 
always be a shadow over anything you try to do.”

Asked about Edward Snowden

“Let me ask you more about some of the debates within the Republican Party.  …My 
question, about whether you think it's appropriate for the party, key figures in the party, 
to be talking about women, women's health, women's bodies, and the role of the federal 
government related to those things?”

Final political question for you. Whoever the Republican nominee is, there's a good 
chance, as we look at it now, that one candidate on the Democratic side who'll have a lot 
of momentum, whether she gets the nomination or not we don't know, is Hillary Clinton.  
And an interesting profile in Vogue magazine, including this analysis. "While her 
husband jokes," meaning you, "that his gut feeling is that Hillary Clinton will not run for 
president is good a thing since all the polls show her trouncing any opponent, Kelley, the 
wife of Senator Rand Paul practically cuts him off to say that, 'Bill Clinton's relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky should complicate his return to the White House, even as first 
spouse.  I would say his behavior was predatory, offensive to women,' she tells me."  
Are these issues something that you really think will be fair game and an appropriate 
part of a campaign, should she be the nominee?”

Questions for Paul Ryan–– February 1, 2015

Asked about Mitt Romney not running for president
Asked if he would be Vice Prez

“In your book, you wrote this: "You've got to be willing to take criticism even from your 
friends and trust that the people will understand that governing requires tradeoffs." You 
sounded like somebody that wanted to make a deal with the president right up to the 
State of the Union, one of the few Republicans that didn't criticize his State of the Union. 
Does that mean you are ready to be a compromiser with the president when it comes to 
tax reform?”

Asked about tax code reform as method for change

“Let's get into some specifics. A couple of the tax cuts that the president's proposing for 
middle class families include expanding the earned income tax credit. This would be for 
working families actually that don't have kids. Childless adults, yes. And then expanding 
the childcare tax credit. What do you think of those?”
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“You know the full budget comes later this week. When do you put out a tax plan? When 
should we expect one from you?”

“Now, got a little graphic here, December 12th, unemployment rate, 7.9%, stagnant 
GDP, Dow sitting at barely 13,000. Look where we are two years later. Unemployment at 
5.6%. GDP, 2.6%. Not as much as some people would like. The Dow up 5,000 points. Is 
that the definition of an economic policy that hasn't been working?”

“Do you think the Netanyahu thing, do you think that this was sort of getting involved in 
foreign policy in a way that maybe the legislative branch shouldn't have done that to 
begin with?”

Questions for Eric Holder–– January 11, 2015

“Would you say the United States is at war with radical Islam?”

“Now it seems that according to various sources we have here, that the United States 
warned France that these two brothers in particular had gotten training in Yemen nearly 
five years ago. Is this an intelligence breakdown that happened in France or a law 
enforcement resource issue? Because they can't follow everybody?”

Asked about al Qaeda, surveillance, David Petraeus

Questions for Marco Rubio–– December 21, 2014

Asked about Cuba policy

“The president of the United States this week signed new sanctions against a, quote 
unquote, "Left-wing dictatorship," of authoritarian regime in Venezuela. So, you know, 
isn't there a contradiction in your attack there? I mean he is sanctioning a, quote 
unquote, "Left-wing dictatorship" in Venezuela. Obviously, with Cuba, he's trying to 
change the policy.”

“I want to get you to react to a fellow Republican Senator of yours, Rand Paul of 
Kentucky. He sent you a series of tweets, I will roll them on the screen, about his support 
for lifting of the embargo versus your criticism of the lifting of the embargo. And he has 
various questions here, "If it doesn't hurt Cuba, why do you want to keep it?" And 
essentially calling you the isolationist. What do you say to Senator Paul?”

“Can you imagine running in the same Republican primary as Jeb Bush?”
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He also just emailed me this:

See if you can find out if Warren was her maiden or married name. If 
maiden, who did she marry to bear Bill's mother? If Warren is her 
married name, what was her maiden name ? Was she an immigrant? Was 
she raised on a farm?

From: <Leopold>, Elana Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 12:38 PM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Nvm: Sen Harkin 

Sen. Harkin

Hi Bill, it's Tom Harkin. I spoke to Michael Carey but I need more information about your grandmother, 
Nina Warren, from Blanchard, IA. 

Give me a call when you can so we can go over our events in Iowa. It's a good thing and going to be a good 
day.

Sent from my iPhone
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This is bylined Chuck Todd. 

From
Sent
Subject

Clinton’s ‘go small’ strategy carries risks and rewards

The risks and rewards of Hillary Clinton’s early “go small” strategy… Answering the
process question but not the message question… Not taking anything for granted… Hillary by
the numbers in our NBC/WSJ and NBC/Marist polling… O’Malley repeats his “I think the
presidency is not a crown to be passed back and forth between two families”… Republican
2016ers gather in Nashville at the NRA’s annual convention… Why Rand Paul is in Iowa –
and not in Nashville… And Hillary steps on Rubio’s rollout.

FIRST THOUGHTS

Washington Post





OBAMA AGENDA: Obama and Castro will meet again

The New York Times

OFF TO THE RACES: Ready for takeoff



Bloomberg

The Wall Street Journal

 NYT

The New York Times

Bloomberg

The Des Moines Register

The Washington Post
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Sir, 

Folks are ready when you are ready to dial in:

Dial-in Number  Meeting ID: 
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On National Television, de Blasio
Declines to Endorse Clinton for
President
By MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM
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John Heilemann: Clinton Team
‘Furious’ Over De Blasio Snub

The comments drew criticism from Clinton allies who reportedly were surprised and angered by de
Blasio.

“He ran her campaign at one point. A lot of the Democrats immediately endorsing her—for him to
take that posture, I think, not only I was surprised but apparently the Clinton people were
furious,” Heilemann said.

 
 



--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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DRUDGE REPORT

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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By Peter Hamby, CNN National Political Reporter

Washington (CNN)



 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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From: <Schnake-Mahl>, Gabriel <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, April 13, 2015 at 6:25 PM
To: "Grybauskas, Natalie" <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate" <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Boeglin, Rosemary"
<RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis, Ronalie"
<rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein,
Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ozernoy, Ilana" <iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh
<iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Spitalnick, Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, "Walzak,
Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015
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Per MPC, killing the advisories on Iowa/Nebraska and only putting guidance.

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with tenants at an affordable housing site in the Bronx.  A media pool has been arranged for
this visit  Daily News (Print and Photo), Outlet (TV), WNYC (Radio).

After the visit, the Mayor will host a media availability.

Press Schedule

Approximately 2:45 PM – Holds Media Availability

A press van will depart the east gate of City Hall at 1 45 PM. Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly
following the event on Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the
event.



Guidance for Wednesday, April 15, and Thursday, April 16, 2015:

On Wednesday, Mayor de Blasio will depart New York City and travel to Omaha, Nebraska. In the evening, the Mayor will deliver
remarks at the University of Nebraska Foundation’s The Peter J. Hoagland Integrity in Public Service Lecture Series. Members of the
media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Paul Landow at plandow@unomaha.edu.

Later, the Mayor will depart Nebraska and travel to Des Moines, Iowa.

On Thursday, the Mayor will deliver remarks at Drake University, hosted by the Harkin Institute for Public Policy and Citizen
Engagement at Drake University and Drake University's Law, Politics, and Society program. Members of the media interested in
covering this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco – email aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call 515-779-0526.

Later, the Mayor will deliver remarks at a gathering for Progress Iowa at Iowa State Education Association headquarters. Members of
the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.

 

###

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

On Wednesday, Mayor de Blasio will depart New York City and travel to Omaha, Nebraska. In the evening, the Mayor will deliver
remarks at the University of Nebraska Foundation’s Peter J. Hoagland Integrity in Public Service Lecture Series. Members of the media
interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Paul Landow at plandow@unomaha.edu.

Later, the Mayor will depart Nebraska and travel to Des Moines, Iowa.

On Thursday, the Mayor will deliver remarks at Drake University, hosted by the Harkin Institute for Public Policy and Citizen Engagement
at Drake University and Drake University's Law, Politics, and Society program. Members of the media interested in covering this event
must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco at aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call 515-779-0526.

Later, the Mayor will deliver remarks at a gathering for Progress Iowa at Iowa State Education Association headquarters. Members of
the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

Clean up the pool language:

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with tenants at an affordable housing site in the Bronx.  A media pool has been arranged for
this visit  Daily News (Print and Photo), Outlet (TV), WNYC (Radio).
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with tenants at an affordable housing site in the Bronx.  A media pool has been arranged for
this visit  Daily News (Print), Outlet (Photo), Outlet (TV), WNYC (Radio).

After the visit, the Mayor will host a media availability.

Press Schedule

Approximately 2:45 PM – Holds Media Availability

A press van will depart the east gate of City Hall at 1 45 PM. Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly
following the event on Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the
event.

Guidance for Wednesday, April 15, and Thursday, April 16, 2015:

On Wednesday, Mayor de Blasio will depart New York City and travel to Omaha, Nebraska. In the evening, the Mayor will deliver
remarks at the University of Nebraska Foundation’s The Peter J. Hoagland Integrity in Public Service Lecture Series. Members of the
media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Paul Landow at plandow@unomaha.edu.

Later, the Mayor will depart Nebraska and travel to Des Moines, Iowa.

On Thursday, the Mayor will deliver remarks at Drake University, hosted by the Harkin Institute for Public Policy and Citizen
Engagement at Drake University and Drake University's Law, Politics, and Society program. Members of the media interested in
covering this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco – email aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call 515-779-0526.

Later, the Mayor will deliver remarks at a gathering for Progress Iowa at Iowa State Education Association headquarters. Members of
the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.

Press Schedule for Wednesday, April 15, 2015

6:30 PM – Delivers Remarks at University of Nebraska

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Paul Landow at plandow@unomaha.edu.

Press Schedule for Thursday, April 16, 2015

10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at Drake University

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco – email aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call
515-779-0526.

5:45 PM – Delivers Remarks at Progress Iowa Gathering

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.

 



 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

Take off official photo’s avail for NE and IA

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will meet with tenants at an affordable housing site in the Bronx.  A media pool has been arranged for
this visit  Outlet (Print), Outlet (Photo), Outlet (TV), Outlet (Radio).

After the visit, the Mayor will host a media availability.

Press Schedule

Approximately 2:45 PM – Holds Media Availability

A press van will depart the east gate of City Hall at 1 45 PM. Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly
following the event on Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the
event.

Guidance for Wednesday, April 15, and Thursday, April 16, 2015:

On Wednesday, Mayor de Blasio will depart New York City and travel to Omaha, Nebraska. In the evening, the Mayor will deliver
remarks at the University of Nebraska Foundation’s The Peter J. Hoagland Integrity in Public Service Lecture Series. Members of the
media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Paul Landow at plandow@unomaha.edu.

Later, the Mayor will depart Nebraska and travel to Des Moines, Iowa.

On Thursday, the Mayor will deliver remarks at Drake University, hosted by the Harkin Institute for Public Policy and Citizen



Engagement at Drake University and Drake University's Law, Politics, and Society program. Members of the media interested in
covering this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco – email aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call 515-779-0526.

Later, the Mayor will deliver remarks at a gathering for Progress Iowa at Iowa State Education Association headquarters. Members of
the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.

Press Schedule for Wednesday, April 15, 2015

6:30 PM – Delivers Remarks at University of Nebraska

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Press Schedule for Thursday, April 16, 2015

10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at Drake University

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco – email aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call
515-779-0526. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

5:45 PM – Delivers Remarks at Progress Iowa Gathering

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org. Official
photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hillary Clinton and the Democrats’ Inequality Agenda

BY JOHN CASSIDY















From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mayor



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Yep 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Very helpful. But need time before I leave CH to work on the topper with you. MPC, pls add

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



 

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

A couple of others:

Is this really about you just building a national name & “brand” for yourself?

Since she wasn’t an announced candidate at the time of your MTP interview, didn’t you 
violate your own rule about not commenting on candidates who are not yet candidates?

Is this all part of a plan to cover Hillary’s left flank?

Is this all part of a plan to make your endorsement more meaningful/make you a 
“kingmaker?”

In 2013, HRC said you always had her back.  Do you feel like that’s changed now - that you 
only have her back when it’s convenient for you?

Anthony Weiner said she was progressive when you were still smoking pot at NYU.  How do 
you respond?  (DON’T TAKE THE BAIT.)

Mark Green suggests that this is all about ego.  True?  (DON’T TAKE THE BAIT.)

Bruce Gyory (sp?) said that you tried to make yourself relevant in the debate & you failed 
miserably.  What do you think?

From: BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2015 at 9:08 AM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Kadushin, Peter" 
<pkadushin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "de Alwis, Ronalie" 
<rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica" 



<MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: HRC-related qs - to get off-topic juices flowing

Very helpful. But need time before I leave CH to work on the topper with you. MPC, pls add

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 

 



 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

An Unabashedly Liberal Hillary Clinton



 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, April 13, 2015 at 12:27 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Flights

Yes
He is manifested for the whole trip.
Only issue will be return on Friday, but will let you know.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Sorry, do you mean he can plan to travel with the mayor for the trip? Full name is   
 

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, April 13, 2015 at 12:23 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Flights
 

Nope
He is manifested
He should also be at Gracie on Wednesday at 12 PM
Can you let me know what his name on his license is?
 



 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Will JDC be able to ride with MBDB between locations?  Or, should I plan to book a separate car for him?
Thanks!
 

From: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, April 3, 2015 at 1:04 PM
To: Michael Carey <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Flights
 
JDC is on the same flights in and out.  He’ll also be staying at the same hotel in Des Moines.  Thanks!

From: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2015 at 1:12 PM
To: Michael Carey <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Flights
 
Yes, thanks for sending.
 
 

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 2, 2015 at 1:10 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Flights
 
Can you book these same flights for JDC:
 



 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

They wouldn’t let me use J. Del Taxo

From: BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2015 at 11:16 AM
To: "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Daily Kos: DeBlasio's right, and Hillary should listen

I really thought JDC would come up with a more interesting pseudonym...

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 

By Rob Dapore

NYC Mayor Bill DeBlasio made quite the stir over the weekend when he wouldn't endorse 
Hillary Clinton's presidential bid. He makes a very strong point, and if she was smart, 
Hillary should seriously listen to what he's saying if she hopes to win in 2016.

Speaking on meet the press, when asked if the mayor would endorse Hillary, Bill Deblasio
made this statement (which really shouldn't have been that much of a shock):

"I think like a lot of people in this country I want to see a vision. And, again, that would 
be true of candidates on all levels. It's time to see a clear, bold vision for progressive 
economic change".

and when asked if that means he wouldn't endorse her, he said

"No, not until I see -- and, again, I would say this about any candidate -- until I see an 
actual vision of where they want to go".



Much ado has been made about how the mayor, who reportedly is a good friend of the 
Clintons, would not instinctively come out automatically supporting her. Pundits say that 
the mayor is sticking to his progressive stance that just won't play in the rest of the 
country. But this isn't a case of being leftist or liberal or progressive. There's a huge 
segment of the country that wants certain policies which are just plain populist. Will she 
come out for a cleaner environment? Equal rights for women including women's health 
care? A plan for upgrading our infrastucture? A path for immigrants? How can she 
improve the Affordable Healthcare Act? And maybe most importantly, will she stand up 
for Frank - Dodd and Glass-Steagel and stand up to the banks?

She needs to come out swinging and clearly make her stance on these issues. Nothing 
will turn off voters than hearing it's the same ol same ol. She needs to excite the base 
and not take populists for granted. Kudos to the mayor for doing the right thing.

--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Date:

BY ALAN CHARTOCK

Have you formally endorsed her?

We made the news. OK, that’s great.



Ok so, this of course is, we always have a good time, right Sean? When we talk
to each other?

But however, now it gets a little tougher. You just said, and quite rightly, that,
you know, you worked for them, you have a loyalty to them, and “you can
consider this an endorsement.” However, dark music, Bill de Blasio, who also
fit those very categories, did not endorse them, what do you make of that?

So should you pick up the phone and call him and say, “Hey, Bill, get on the
team?”

Ok, now that brings us to the next person who you might see as an offender,
and that is the president himself, who has sent somebody out front to say, you
know, he’s not making a formal endorsement because there are other people
who may want to declare. What do you think of that?



--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ray – cc’ing JDC fr his awareness.  Can you update tomorrow sked:

Arrive into Hold – Room 1100M
Proceed to Reception – About 125 folks. Closed Press. Mix and Mingle - Foyer
Proceed back to hold- Room 1100 M
Go Into Lecuture Hall — same program as already listed.
Post Lecture proceed to Room 1100K and 1100L to overflow rooms
Then off to dinner

Crowd is about 300



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Apr 14, 2015 4:55 PM EDT



--
Mahen Gunaratna



Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:





SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO 
CITY OF NEW YORK 
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 
  
WEATHER - Omaha:         Hi of 63. Low of 47. Cloudy 
ATTIRE:                                  Business 
NOTES:                                  -       
                                                 -       

- YOU have 30 minutes to change at Gracie 
- Upon arrival in Omaha, -1 hour 

  
7:00 - 7:30             TRAVEL FROM GRACIE MANSION EN ROUTE 357 9TH STREET 
                                 Travel Time:       30 mins. 
                                                                                
7:30 - 8:30             WORKOUT 
                                Location:              357 9th Street 
                                                                                
8:30 - 9:00             TRAVEL FROM 357 9TH STREET EN ROUTE GRACIE MANSION 
                                 Travel Time:       30 mins. 
                                                                                
8:30 - 9:00             DAILY COMMUNICATIONS CALL 
 
9:30 - 11:30          BUDGET PREP 
                                 Location:              Gracie Mansion, The Dining Room 
                                                                                
11:30 - 12:15        PACKING TIME 
                                 Location:              Gracie Mansion 
                                                                                
12:15 - 1:00          TRAVEL FROM GRACIE MANSION EN ROUTE NEWARK 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT WITH JDC 
                                 Travel Time:       45 mins. 
                                                                                
2:00 - 4:20             UNITED AIRLINES FLIGHT UNITED 4111 FROM NEWARK EN  

ROUTE OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
                                 Notes:  Travel Time 3 Hours and 19 Minutes (-1 Hour) 
                                                                                
4:30 - 4:50             TRAVEL FROM OMAHA AIRPORT EN ROUTE MAMMEL HALL 
                                 Travel Time:       20 mins. 
                                                                                
5:00 - 5:45             GREET WITH JIM CROUNSE // PREP 
                                Location:              Mammel Hall - 1100M 
                
5:45 - 6:20             PRIVATE RECEPTION FOR HOAGLAND LECTURE SERIES 
                                 Location:              Mammel Hall – Foyer 
                                 Attendees:         125 attendees 
                                 Press:                    Closed 



                                 
                                                                                
6:20 - 6:30             HOLD 
                                 Location:              Mammel Hall - 1100M 
 
6:30 - 7:30             REMARKS AT THE HOAGLAND LECUTURE AT UNIVERSITY OF  

NEBRASKA 
                                 Location:              Mammel Hall - Lecture Hall 
                                 Setup:                   Lecture Style; About 300 Attendees 
                                 Press:                    Open 
                                                                                
7:30 - 7:45             MOVE TO OVERFLOW ROOMS WITH STUDENTS 
                                Location:              Mammel Hall - Room 1100K and 1100L 
                
7:45 - 8:00             TRAVEL FROM MAMMELL UNIVERSITY EN ROUTE 5013  

UNDERWOOD AVE, OMAHA, NE 68132 
                                 Travel Time:       15 mins. 
                                                
8:00 - 9:30             DINNER WITH JIM CROUNSE AND JDC 
                                Location:              5013 Underwood Ave, Omaha, NE 68132 
                                 Note:                    YOU should pay for dinner with the campaign  

credit card. 
                                                                                
9:30 - 11:45         TRAVEL FROM UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA EN ROUTE  

RESIDENCE INN DES MOINES DOWNTOWN, 100 SW WATER 
STREET, DES MOINES, IA 

                                 Travel Time:       2 Hours and 15 Minutes 
                                   
PRESS CONFERENCES 
To be updated. 
  
FLONYC SCHEDULE 
10:00 - 11:00       PRIVATE APPOINTMENT 
12:30 - 1:30         PREP FOR UNIVISION 
1:30 - 2:00            INTERVIEW WITH UNIVISION RE: TALK TO YOUR BABY 
CAMPAIGN 
5:45 - 6:15            DELIVER REMARKS AT LANDMARKS LAW 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
6:30 - 7:25            DINNER WITH ROXANNE JOHN 
7:30 - 8:45            DELIVER REMARKS AT BROOKLYN MUSEUM ANNUAL BALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO 
CITY OF NEW YORK 
Thursday, April 16, 2015 
 
WEATHER – DES MOINES, IA: Hi of 73. Low of 49. AM Rain 
ATTIRE:    Business 
NOTES:    
 
9:45 - 10:00  TRAVEL FROM 100 SW WATER STREET, DES MOINES EN 

ROUTE DRAKE UNIVERSITY  
   Travel Time: 10 Minutes 
 
9:45-10:00  DAILY COMMUNICATIONS CALL 
      
10:00 - 10:30   MEET WITH SENATOR HARKING // PREP 
    Location: Calier Heritage Room, Drake University 
      
10:30 - 12:15   REMARKS AT DRAKE UNIVERSITY  
    Location: Cowles Library - Reading Room, Drake Univ 
   Press:  Open 
   Notes:  YOU greet with 10 students after Q&A. 
      
12:15 - 12:30   TRAVEL FROM 2507 UNIVERSITY AVENUE EN ROUTE 1801  

GRAND AVE  
   Travel Time: 15 mins. 
    
12:30 - 1:00   IN PERSON INTERVIEW WITH DAVE PRICE FROM WHO-HD  
    Location: 1801 Grand Ave, Des Moines, Iowa 50265 
   Notes:  This is a 1:1 Interview that is aired 
     On Sundays before Meet the Press    
    
1:00 - 1:30   TRAVEL FROM 1801 GRAND AVE, DES MOINES, IOWA EN 

ROUTE 400 ROBERT D. RAY DRIVE // PICK UP LUNCH  
   Travel Time: 30 mins. 
        
1:30 - 1:45   IN PERSON INTERVIEW WITH KAY HENDERSON, IOWA RADIO  
    Location: City Hall, Des Moines, Iowa  
    
2:00 - 3:00  MEETING WITH AREA MAYORS HOSTED BY MAYOR COWNIE   
    Location: City Hall- Kofu Conference Room, Des Moines, IA  
   Press:  Closed 
      
3:00 - 3:15  TRAVEL FROM 400 ROBERT D. RAY DR, DES MOINES, IA 

50309 EN ROUTE 100 SW WATER STREET, DES MOINES, IA  
   Travel Time: 15 mins. 
 



      
3:30 - 5:30  TPA FOLLOW UP CALL TIME  
   Location: 100 SW Water Street 
      
5:30 - 5:45  TRAVEL FROM 100 SW WATER STREET EN ROUTE 777 3RD STREET  
  Travel Time: 15 mins. 
      
5:45 - 6:45   REMARKS AT PROGRESSIVE IOWA GATHERING  
   Location: ISEA - Second Floor, 777 3rd St 
  Attendees: About 75-80 
  Setup:  Reception Style 

Notes:   YOU are introduced by Matt Sinovic, Executive Director  
of Progress Iowa 

      
7:00 - 7:45   TRAVEL FROM ISEA EN ROUTE DES MOINES MARRIOTT 

DOWNTOWN//DINNER 
  Travel Time: 15 mins.  
     
7:45 - 8:30   REMARKS AT CENTURY CLUB EVENT  
   Location: Des Moines Marriott Downtown - Waterloo Room 
  Attendees: 20-25 folks 
  Press:  Closed 
 
     
8:30 - 8:45  TRAVEL FROM 700 GRAND STREET EN ROUTE 100 SW WATER  

STREET ON FOOT  
  Travel Time: 15 mins.  
  
PRESS CONFERENCES 
To be updated. 
 
FLONYC SCHEDULE 
11:00 - 11:45 MEETING WITH SENATOR JESSE HAMILTON 
11:45 - 12:45 MEETING WITH DC HERMAN AND DEPUTY MAYOR BUERY 
1:00 - 3:00 MEETING WITH MAYOR’S FUND 
3:00 - 4:00   WEEK AHEAD BRIEF 
4:00 - 5:00   STAFF DEBRIEF 
6:45 - 7:00 VAISAKHI FESTIVAL CELEBRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO 
CITY OF NEW YORK 
Friday, April 17, 2015 
 
WEATHER:  Hi of 66. Low of 54. AM Light Rain 
ATTIRE:  Business 
NOTES:    
 
6:00-6:15   TRAVEL FROM 100 WATER STREET EN ROUTE DES MOINES 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  
  Travel Time: 15 mins. 
     
6:50 - 10:33   DELTA AIRLINES FLIGHT 3739 FROM DES MOINES EN  

ROUTE LAGUARDIA  
  Travel Time:  3 Hours and 45 Minutes (+1 Hour) 
      
10:50 - 11:20  TRAVEL FROM LAGUARDIA AIRPORT EN ROUTE 50  

BEACON COURT, BROOKLYN // OFF-TOPIC PREP 
  Travel Time: 30 mins. 
    
11:30 - 1:30   BUILD IT BACK ANNIVERSARY EVENT  
   Location: 50 Beacon Court, Brooklyn NY 11229 
  Event Lead: Amy Spitalnik 
      
1:45 - 2:30   TRAVEL FROM 50 BEACON COURT EN ROUTE 257 PARK AVENUE //  

LUNCH//COMMUNICATIONS CALL 
  Travel Time: 45 mins. 
 
3:00 - 4:00   MEETING WITH DR. HENRY JARECKI  
   Location: 257 Park Avenue South, 7th Fl. 
  Notes:  Ross will staff you for this meeting.  
   
4:00 - 4:15  TRAVEL FROM 257 PARK AVENUE SOUTH EN ROUTE CITY HALL  
  Travel Time: 15 mins.      
 
4:30 - 5:30  MEETING WITH NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE EDWARD  

P. MANGANO TO DISCUSS PLANYC  
   Location: City Hall, The Mayor's Office  
    
5:30 - 6:30  INTERNAL MIZ MEETING  
   Location: City Hall, The Mayor's Office  
    
6:30 - 7:00  DEPART CITY HALL EN ROUTE GRACIE MANSION  
  Travel Time: 30 mins. 
 



7:00 - 7:45  DRINK WITH RON MOELIS  
   Location: Gracie Mansion, The Peach Room  
    
  
PRESS CONFERENCES 
To be updated. 
 
FLONYC SCHEDULE 
No public schedule. 
 
 
 



Event/Meeting Briefing Information 

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: Michael P. Carey

EVENT: Remarks at Hoagland Lecture at University of Nebraska

RATIONALE: YOU were invited to attend on behalf of Jim Crounse.

DAY/DATE: Wednesday, April 15, 2015

EVENT TIME: 6:30 PM –7:30 PM

MBDB TIME:  6:30  PM –7:30 PM
LOCATION: University of Nebraska, Mammel Hall
LOCAL/ONSITE 
CONTACT:

Paul Landow, Ph.D.
Phone: 

# PEOPLE ATTENDING: About 300Attendees
ELECTED/COMMUNITY 
OFFICIALS ATTENDING

STAFF ATTENDING: Michael Carey

STAFF ASSIGNED TO 
MBDB:  

Michael Carey

PRESS: Open

EVENT PROGRAM: YOU proceed backstage
Brian Hastins, President and CEO of the 
University of Nebraska Foundation, gives 
opening remarks and introduces David Boocker
David Boocker, Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, gives remarks and introduces Jim 
Crounse 
Jim Grounse gives remarks and introduces YOU 
YOU give remarks
At conclusion of remarks, Dean Bocker proceeds 
back onto stage to moderate Question and 
Answers
YOU conclude and depart stage
YOU proceed to two overflow rooms to greet 
students. 
YOU depart.

MBDB INTRODUCED BY: Jim Crounse



MBDB TALKING 
POINTS:

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

ABOUT HOAGLAND LECTURE: 

This lecture series honors Peter Hoagland's legacy and seeks to inspire young 
people to dedicate themselves to public service. Peter Hoagland was a veteran, 
Nebraska legislature, and U.S. Congressman wrote many of the political 
accountability and open meeting laws.

ABOUT UNIVERISTY OF NEBRASKA, OMAHA:  

O Started as a private, coeducational college in 1908 became a public 
university in 1968. Home of the mavericks 

O 15, 227 students enrolled; 3,301 faculty & staff 

O 87% of students come from Nebraska  

O 52.% female; 47.5% male 

O 70% White; 8.5% Latino; 6% African American; 00.3% American Indian; 
2.9%  Asian; .06% Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander; 3.5% Two Or More 
Races; 2.7% Race/Ethnicity Unknown; 5.8% Non-Resident Alien

BIO INFORMATION ON PARTICIPANTS: 

Brian Hastins
o President and CEO of University of Nebraska Foundation

o Brian has been with the foundation since 2012. With more than 20 
years of experience in higher education fundraising, he has broad 
experience and success ranging from annual giving to principal gifts, 
including many senior leadership roles. 

David Boocker 
o Dean of College of Arts and Sciences

o Dean Boocker's teaching specializations include Renaissance and 
Early Modern Literature; Milton and his Influence; and English 
literature.



o Dean Boocker is an active member of the Council of Colleges of Arts 
and Sciences (CCAS).  He recently co-authored an article, “Making 
the Case for Arts and Sciences,” for the CCAS publication Deans and 
Development: Making the Case for Supporting the Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. 









Event/Meeting Briefing Information 

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: Michael P. Carey

EVENT: Remarks at Drake University

RATIONALE: YOU were asked to visit the Harkin Institute from 
Senator Harkin

DAY/DATE:  Thursday, April 16, 2015

EVENT TIME: 10:30 AM –12:00 PM

MBDB TIME:  10:30  AM –12:00 PM
LOCATION: Drake University, Cowles Library, 2507 University 

Avenue, Des Moines- Reading Room
LOCAL/ONSITE 
CONTACT:

Rachel Paine Caufield, Ph.D.
rachel.caufield@drake.edu

# PEOPLE ATTENDING: 100 Students, Faculty, Community
ELECTED/COMMUNITY 
OFFICIALS ATTENDING

Senator Tom Harkin

STAFF ATTENDING: Michael Carey

STAFF ASSIGNED TO 
MBDB:  

Michael Carey

PRESS: OPEN

MBDB 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

Domenic Lamberti (LAM-BERTEE) 
Hosts/Sponsors:  
Harkin Institute for Public Policy and Citizen 
Engagement at Drake University and Drake 
University's Law, Politics, and Society program 
Senator Harkin for introduction and invitation

EVENT PROGRAM: - YOU arrive and proceed into hold.
- YOU greet with Senator Harkin and Domenic 

Lamberti. 
- YOU, Senator Harkin, and Domenic Lamberti

Proceed to Reading Room
- Domenic Lamberti opens and introduces Senator 

Harkin
- Senator Harkin gives remarks and introduces 

YOU.
- YOU give remarks.



- YOU conclude and Senator Harkin comes back 
up to podium to moderate questions. 

- YOU take questions from attendees.
- YOU conclude.
- YOU, Senator Harkin, and Domenic Lamberti 

proceed back to Hold. 
- YOU greet with 10 students. 
- YOU depart.

MBDB INTRODUCED BY: Senator Tom Harkin

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE EVENT:
ABOUT DRAKE UNIVERSITY:

o Founded in 1181 and named for Civil War Union General and Iowan 
Governor Francis Maron Drake; home of the bulldogs 

o 5,062 students; 289 faculty  
o 41.2% Male: 58.8% Female 
o 81.2% White; 4% Asian; 5.5% Non-Resident; 3.2% Hispanic; 3.1% 

Black; 1.5% Two or More Races; 1.1% Race/Ethnicity Unknown; .02% 
American Indian;  .02% Hawaiian/Pacific Islander; 

BIO INFORMATION ON PARTICIPANTS: 
Domenic Lamberti (LAM-BERTEE)

o Senior at Drake University studying Law, Politics, & Society with a 
double major in Sociology 

o Originally from Ankeny, a suburb of Des Moines,  
o Member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and served as 

President, Vice-President, and Philanthropy Chair over the past few 
years

o Junior year started a men’s discussion group designed to get young 
men talking about the topics of gender equality and sexual violence 
prevention, and I planned and conducted a speaker series in the spring 
of 2014. 

o After Drake ends will teaching English in China through a program 
called CIEE before attending graduate school.

Senator Tom Harkin 
o United States Senator from Iowa from 1985 to 2015. A member of the 

Democratic Party, he previously served in the United States House of 
Representatives from 1975 to 1985. 

o Born in Cumming, Iowa, Harkin graduated from Iowa State University 
and The Catholic University of America's Columbus School of Law. 
He served in the United States Navy as an active-duty jet pilot (1962–
67). After serving as a Congressional aide for several years, he made 
two runs for the U.S. House of Representatives, losing in 1972 but 
winning in 1974. He went on to serve five terms in the House. 



o Harkin won a race for U.S. Senate in 1984 by a wide margin. He was 
an early frontrunner for his party's presidential nomination in 1992, but 
he dropped out in support of eventual winner Bill Clinton. He served 
five senate terms and at the end of his time in the senate served as 
chairman of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions. When he left the senate in 2015 he was the most senior 
junior senator after serving for 30 years and the sixth most senior 
senator over all.

o On January 26, 2013, he announced his intention to retire from the 
Senate after completing his fifth term in 201

PRESS RELEASE FROM DRAKE 
April 10, 2015 
Media Contact: Aaron W. Jaco, aaron.jaco@drake.edu, 515-779-0526 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio Will Deliver Remarks at Drake University
DES MOINES, IA -- On Thursday, April 16, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio will 
deliver remarks at Drake University on the issue of income inequality.  

Mayor de Blasio's remarks are open to the public and OPEN PRESS. The event will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. in the Cowles Library Reading Room, located on the top floor of the 
library, 2725 University Ave. No tickets are required, but seating may be limited.

The Mayor's visit is by invitation of former U.S. Senator Tom Harkin and sponsored by 
the Harkin Institute for Public Policy and Citizen Engagement at Drake University and 
Drake University's Law, Politics, and Society program.  

Also on April 16, Sen. Harkin will speak at Drake University on the topic of human 
rights. That lecture, titled “Making Human Rights a Part of Your Everyday,” will mark 
the Senator’s first public speaking engagement since his retirement from a 40-year 
Congressional career early this year. That event will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 16, 
in Parents Hall, upper Olmsted Center, on the Drake University campus. A limited 
number of tickets are available; details are online at www.drake.edu/harkininstitute/; a 
separate news release will follow with additional information.

Drake University is committed to an open and productive exchange of ideas, allowing 
free and informed discussion of political affairs.  As a tax-exempt educational institution, 
Drake University does not endorse or oppose any political party or candidate for public 
office.

A bio of Mayor de Blasio can be found on his website at http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-
the-mayor/index.page. 



Sherrod Brown 
U.S. Senator from Ohio 
 
Cell Phone:   Main Phone:  
Assistant:  
 
Notes: Senator from OH since 2006, after serving 14 years in the House.  Brown is 
the senior Senator from OH and a staunch advocate for banking reform.  As a follow 
up to the confab, Sen. Brown’s  staff sent the below info re: overtime regulations 

The White House is having very high level meetings on the overtime 
regulations. 

  it is critical it is that the salary threshold be at least $55,000.  
Any salary threshold lower than that will continue to exempt too many workers 
from overtime regulations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dannel Malloy 
Governor of Connecticut 
 
Cell Phone:    Main Phone:   
Assistant:  
 
Notes:  

At the confab he focused on: 
Tax system where everyone should pay their fair share.  Middle class 
shouldn’t have to pay a higher tax rate than the very wealthy. 
EITC – lots of people don’t understand it. 
STUDENT LOANS – why should anyone pay over 2.5% on a student loan.  
CAP it. 
Treat childcare like a profession. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Raul Grijalva (Gra-hall-va) 
Congressman– Co-Chair of U.S. House Progressive 
Caucus  
   
Main Phone:    (scheduler would prefer to have us call her and she 
will schedule call 
Assistant 
Amy Emerick – Chief of Staff -  
 
Notes:  Confab Notes: 

Leaders need to speak to the agony that people are suffering 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Katrina vanden Heuval 
The Nation Magazine 
 
Cell:    Main Phone:  
Secondary Phone:    Email:  kat@thenation.com 
 
Assistant:  Kelsea Norris – asst –  
 
Notes: Confab Notes: 

How do you restore faith in people that government can do 
something for their lives 
From below, there are people in motion, it’s coming from the 
grassroots 
Inequality of our political system – campaign finance system/public 
financing system 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ted Strickland 

Former Governor of Ohio and current candidate for U.S. 
Senate 
 
Cell Phone:      
 
Notes:  Confab Notes 

Haven’t conveyed an overall economic message – no matter what 
your background is, you should be able to get on board…  
Who’s going to appoint the next few justices on the Supreme Court 
Right wing doesn’t believe in the New Deal, don’t believe in the 
social safety net 
We have to convey that we know what life is like for everyday 
people 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Maria Elana Durazo 
Former President, LA County Federation of Labor 
 
Cell Phone:   Main Phone:  
Assistant:  Lisa Ndecky 

Executive Assistant to María Elena Durazo  
Office:    

 
Notes: Confab Notes: 

Collective bargaining 
Wages, workplace issues, family issues – turned over to the public policy 
arena?  No, take it to your employers directly. 
We are now looking for public policy to replace what collective 
bargaining. 
You didn’t have to be in a unionized workplace to benefit from what 
collective bargaining did.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deepak Bhargava 
Executive Director of Campaign Community for Change 
 
Personal Line:  
Cell Phone:   
Main Phone:     
Email: bhargava@communitychange.org 
 
Assistant: Julia Palik -  jpaik@communitychange.org    

 
Notes:  He is hosting his Good Jobs for All rally on 4/29 with Sen. Warren, Sen. 
Brown and others.  We are talking with him about how to use this to build 
momentum towards our event. 
 
Confab Notes:   

Massive investment in infrastructure 
Parents who can’t afford child care – eliminate the affordability gap 
Workers right to bargain 
Massive reinvestment in the poorest communities 
Progressive taxation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Abigail Disney 
Progressive Scholar and Filmmaker 
 
Cell Phone:    
 
Notes:  Confab Notes 

In the 80s, they thought that more money for the wealthy made things better 
for everybody.   
Every wealthy generation had to do better than the next. 
Steady march of class warfare.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jonathan Soros 
Senior Fellow at The Roosevelt Institute 
 
Cell Phone:    Main Phone:  
 
Notes: Confab Notes 

People equate promoting business interests with good markets – when 
they’re at odds… 
Think about fundamental structure – distinguish between economics and 
finance – finance is just about money 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Toni Morrison 
Nobel Laureate, Author 
 
Personal Phone      
Assistant: Rene R. Boatman boatman@princeton.edu 

 
Notes: Confab Notes 

Let’s not forget poor people. 
They’re never a part of these meetings, never a part of this discussion. 
Don’t choke on the word poverty 
Poor people are the most creative people in the world because they have to 
be 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Van Jones 
Environmental Activist, Civil Rights Champion 
 
Cell Phone:   Main Phone:  
 
Assistant:  Somer Huntley 

Chief of Staff | Van Jones 
somer@dreamcorps.us 
Dream Corps Unlimited 
 

Notes: Confab Notes 
Criminal justice reform.   
Bipartisan support for redoing the criminal justice system. 
Yes We Code. – train them as coders as economic issue and as a democracy 
issue. 
Close prison doors.  Open doors to 21st Century Jobs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Heather McGhee 
Executive Director - DEMOS 
 
Cell Phone:   Main Phone:  
 
Notes: Confab Notes 

People think of the economy like the weather – uncontrollable, just trying to 
protect ourselves from it.   
It’s really a game – which team you start out on, what rules are set, and some 
rewrite the rules. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Richard Trumka 
President of AFL-CIO 
 
Cell Phone:    Main Phone:   
Assistant:  Elizabeth Park 
   
 
Notes: He wanted to attend, but had a medical procedure the morning of the confab 
and couldn’t attend 
He sent a tweet talking about the need to address income inequality after your MTP 
interview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Keith Ellison 
Congressman– Co-Chair of U.S. House Progressive 
Caucus 
 
Personal Line:    Main Phone:   
 
Assistant:  Dustin J. Brandenburg 

Director of Operations 
Office of Congressman Keith Ellison 
Telephone:     

 
Notes: He had a meeting in his district on 4/2 that he was unable to change 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Robert Reich 
Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy at the University 
of California at Berkeley and Senior Fellow at the Blum 
Center for Developing Economies 
 
Personal Line:      Main Phone:   
Secondary Phone:      Email:  rboles@berkeley.edu 
Assistant: phone and email for his assistant rebecca boles 
 
Notes: He really wanted to attend, but had to teach a class of 800 undergraduates.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Al Gore 
Former Vice President 
 
Personal Line:   Main Phone:  
Assistant:  
 
Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congressman John Lewis 
US Congressman from Georgia 
 
Cell Phone:    Main Phone:    
Assistant:   David Bowman 

Scheduler 
Office of Congressman John Lewis 

 
 
Notes: Was unable to attend the confab because of in district scheduling conflit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Senator Tammy Baldwin 
US Senator from Wisconsin 
 
Cell Phone:     Main Phone:   
Assistant:  Carolyn Walser 
  Scheduler 
   
 
Notes: Was very enthusiastic about attending, but had in state scheduling conflict 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Janet Murguia 
President of the National Council of La Raza 
 
Cell:  
Personal (assistant) Phone:    
Main Phone:   
Assistant: Octavio Espinal  
 
Notes: Was unable to attend because she had to travel for Easter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nick Hanauer 
Entrepeneur and Philanthropist 
 
Cell Phone:    Main Phone:   
 
Notes: we didn’t call him for the Confab, but his political guy attended the 4/2 
Roosevelt Institute meeting.  Could be a good check in and update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kamala Harris 
Attorney General of California and candidate for U.S. 
Senate 
 
Cell Phone:    Main Phone:  

 
Notes: Was enthusiastic after your call, but was unable to travel to NYC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Howard Dean 
Former Governor of VT,  Former DNC Chair, Co-founder 
Democracy for America 
 
Cell Phone:   Main Phone:  
Assistant:  Amanda McKay 
 
Notes: Had a scheduling conflict in DC on the day of the Confab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joseph Stiglitz 
Professor at Columbus Business School, Roosevelt 
Institute Fellow, Nobel Prize Winner 
 
Cell Phone:   Main Phone:   
Assistant:  Hannah Assidi 
  Phone:    

Email:  hla2101@columbia.edu 
 
Notes: Hosted a high level discussion with economists on April 2 in DC during the 
Confab.  He is working on an economic frame to address income inequality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Randi Weingarten 
President of AFT 
 
Cell Phone:   Main Phone:  
Assistant:   
 
Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Al Sharpton 
TV Host, President of NAN 
 
Cell Phone:    Main Phone:  
Assistant:   
 
Notes:  
 



Event/Meeting Briefing Information 

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: Michael P. Carey

EVENT: Remarks at Progress Iowa Reception

RATIONALE: YOU were asked to attend a fundraising reception for 
Progress Iowa

DAY/DATE:  Thursday, April 16, 2015

EVENT TIME: 5:30 to 7:00 PM

MBDB TIME:  5:30  PM –7:00 PM
LOCATION: Iowa State Education Association

LOCAL/ONSITE 
CONTACT:

Matt Sinovic

# PEOPLE ATTENDING: 75 to 100 Progress Iowa donors
ELECTED/COMMUNITY 
OFFICIALS ATTENDING

Tammy Wawro, President, Iowa State Education 
Association (will intro the Mayor)  
Matt Sinovic, Executive Director of Progress Iowa 
Ken Sagar, President, Iowa Federation of Labor, AFL-
CIO  
State Representative Marti Anderson, Des Moines
State Senator Joe Bolkcom, Iowa City 
State Representative Abby Finkenauer, Dubuque 
State Senator Rob Hogg, Cedar Rapids  
State Representative Dan Kelley, Newton
State Representative Helen Miller, Fort Dodge

STAFF ATTENDING: Michael Carey

STAFF ASSIGNED TO 
MBDB:  

Michael Carey

PRESS: OPEN

MBDB 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

Tammy Wawro, President, Iowa State Education 
Association (will intro the Mayor)  
Matt Sinovic, Executive Director of Progress 
Iowa
Ken Sagar, President, Iowa Federation of Labor, 
AFL-CIO  
State Representative Marti Anderson, Des 
Moines



State Senator Joe Bolkcom, Iowa City
State Representative Abby Finkenauer, Dubuque 
State Senator Rob Hogg, Cedar Rapids  
State Representative Dan Kelley, Newton
State Representative Helen Miller, Fort Dodge

EVENT PROGRAM: - YOU arrive and proceed into hold.
- YOU greet with Matt Sinovic and Tammy 

Wawro
- Matt Sinovic opens and introduces Tammy 

Wawro
- Tammy Wawro gives remarks and introduces 

YOU.
- YOU give remarks.
- YOU conclude and mix and mingle 
- YOU depart.

MBDB INTRODUCED BY: Tammy Wawro – Iowa State Education Association 
President

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE EVENT:
ABOUT PROGRESS IOWA:

o PI started with a small group of 24 email subscribers, and has grown into 
an active community of more than 60,000.  

o They have worked to expand Medicaid, raise the minimum wage, and 
fight for equality for all Iowans. 

o Progress Iowa is an effective messenger for the progressive community in 
Iowa, but we also work behind the scenes to help our partners get their 
message out.  

o Since they were founded, they have generated almost one story every day 
on progressive issues. The bottom line is that we try to create more good 
news for good ideas and more bad news for bad ideas!  

BIO INFORMATION ON PARTICIPANTS: 
Tammy Wawro

o President of Iowa State Education Association – elected in 2012 
o Educator serving as the resolution Team Facilitator in the Cedar 

Rapids School District and as the Cedar Rapids Education Association 
president prior to election as ISEA President 

Matt Sinovic
o Executive Director of Progress Iowa since 2012 
o Previously served as Deputy Director of the Kansas Democratic Party
o Graduated from Washburn University 



Event/Meeting Briefing Information 

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: Michael P. Carey

EVENT: Century Club Event with Special Guest NYC Mayor 
Bill de Blasio

RATIONALE: YOU were invited to speak to this event put together for 
YOUR visit

DAY/DATE:  Thursday, April 16, 2015

EVENT TIME: 7:30-8:30 PM

MBDB TIME:  7:45 PM – 8:30 PM
LOCATION: Des Moines Marriott Downtown, 700 Grand Ave

Des Moines, IA
LOCAL/ONSITE 
CONTACT:

Aaron Fielding

# PEOPLE ATTENDING: 30-40 Supporters
ELECTED/COMMUNITY 
OFFICIALS ATTENDING

STAFF ATTENDING: Michael Carey

STAFF ASSIGNED TO 
MBDB:  

Michael Carey

PRESS: Closed

MBDB 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

Dr. Andy McGuire, Chair of the Iowa 
Democratic Party

EVENT PROGRAM: - YOU arrive and greeted by Dr. McGuire.
- YOU mix and mingle with guests.
- Dr. McGuire introduces YOU 
- YOU give remarks.
- YOU conclude and continue to mix and mingle. 
- YOU depart.

MBDB INTRODUCED BY: Dr. McGuire



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON PARTY: 
Background on Party 

o The Iowa Democratic Party is dedicated to promoting Democratic 
principles across the state of Iowa and electing qualified and dedicated 
candidates at all levels of government.

o Iowa Democrats have a proud tradition of fighting for an economy built 
from the middle out, equal rights and the idea that our strength draws from 
the connections we share. I’m honored and excited to help lead the next 
chapter in that effort alongside our great Democratic elected officials, 
partners and supporters across the state.

o 2015-2016 brings a real opportunity to build on Democrats’ gains in Des 
Moines and Washington, D.C. not just to say we won an election, but to 
expand educational and job opportunities for all Iowans. 

Jobs and Economy 
o Iowa’s unemployment rate remains well below the national average and 

Democrats want to keep it that way by maintaining resources that help 
businesses find employees and help individuals find the right job for them. 

o Rather than only protecting the large businesses and corporations as the 
Republicans were trying to do, Democrats want to give Iowa’s small 
businesses a break through a tax credit that would lower taxes for most 
small business property to the residential rate.  This would help grow 
Iowa’s local economic structure and actually keep profits in Iowa instead 
of sending them out of state which is seen with big business. 

Education 
o Years of research show that there are long-term benefits to attending 

preschool, including academic and financial success. According to a 2005 
MIT study:

o High-quality early childhood education helps prepare young children 
to succeed in school and become better citizens; they earn more, pay 
more taxes, and commit fewer crimes.

o Every dollar invested in quality early care and education saves taxpayers up to 
$13.00 in future costs. 

o The early care and education industry is economically important—often much 
larger in terms of employees and revenues than other industries that receive 
considerable government attention and investment. 

o Failing to invest sufficiently in quality early care and education shortchanges 
taxpayers because the return on investment is greater than many other 
economic development options. 

o Access to available and affordable choices of early childhood learning 
programs helps working parents fulfill their responsibilities.

o Quality early education is as essential for a productive 21st century workforce 
as roads or the internet; investing in it grows the economy. 

Healthcare
o On March 23, 2010, President Barack Obama, with the help of Iowa’s 

Democratic Congressmen, signed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 



Act – one of the most significant laws to be passed in decades. The GOP 
immediately cried “Armageddon!” (no, really) and has vowed to repeal it. 

o If the Affordable Care Act were to be repealed, Iowans could expect to see:
o 57,216 small businesses get a tax increase.
o 713,155 children excluded from coverage based on a pre-existing 

condition. 
o 43,100 senior citizens suffer an increase in prescription drug costs as 

the Medicare “donut hole” is opened back up. 
o 247,000 young adults be dropped from their parent’s health care 

coverage.
o 788,000 families getting their taxes increased. 

Marriage Equality
o Iowa Democrats stand with Iowa’s LGBT community and unequivocally 

supports marriage equality. The Varnum v Brien decision by Iowa’s Supreme 
Court crossed ideological lines and stated clearly that denying Iowa’s LGBT 
citizens the right to marry whomever they wish violated Iowa’s 
Constitution. Any amendment to Iowa’s Constitution that would discriminate 
against our LGBT friends should be opposed. 

o During this legislative season, Democrats protected the rights of the LGBT 
community by blocking bills pushed by Governor Branstad and the 
Republicans such as their discrimination bill which would’ve allowed 
business owners to refuse any services to people whose marriage they didn’t 
agree with.  This would have allowed direct discrimination against same-sex 
couples if Democrats had not immediately blocked the proposal. 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Nice!

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

De Blasio Helps Hillary. Really.



Meet the Press



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Just left Gracie. 

Ronalie de Alwis 
Office of the Mayor 
City of New York 
Cell:347-952-9525
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Hi All,

As of now UAL 4111 is on time for a 2 PM ET departure from EWR.

RDA – can you just let us know when departs Gracie.

Thanks and Happy Tax Day



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

By Katrina vanden Heuvel





New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, after convening a group of
progressive leaders, proposed collecting thousands of
endorsements on an Economic Contract with America, and
hosting a bipartisan presidential debate on inequality.



Washington Post

Katrina vanden Heuvel is the editor, publisher, and part-owner of the
magazine The Nation.

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Mayor is wheels down Omaha

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at 1:15 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Griffith, Chantell" <CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: SOP 04-15-2015 NE

Mayor is Wheels Up at 2:14 PM ET.

Mr. Shorris you are again Acting Mayor. Behave!

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at 10:31 AM
To: "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: SOP 04-15-2015 NE

Hi All,

As of now UAL 4111 is on time for a 2 PM ET departure from EWR.

RDA – can you just let us know when departs Gracie.

Thanks and Happy Tax Day



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Great ty

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

I already told them we putting out

Michael Paul Carey
City Hall

New York, New York

On Apr 15, 2015, at 5:51 PM, Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

I tried cownie folks to give heads up, but haven’t heard back. MPC / JDC you have good
contact?

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Defer to JDC, but should make sure Cownie’s folks know we are advising mtg

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 



Im good when JDC, IGA and MPC are

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Ok here

 

From: <Schnake-Mahl>, Gabriel Schnake-Mahl <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at 4:53 PM
To: Natalie Grybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Marti Adams
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Kate Blumm <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rosemary
Boeglin <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Chao, Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon"
<JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ronalie de Alwis <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stefan
Grybauskas <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana
Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Wiley Norvell <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Ozernoy, Ilana" <iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, "Parikh, Ishanee"
<iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Amy
Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Aviy
Fink <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY,
APRIL 16, 2015

 

+ JDC    

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2015

On Thursday, the Mayor will deliver remarks at Drake University, hosted by the
Harkin Institute for Public Policy and Citizen Engagement at Drake University
and Drake University's Law, Politics, and Society program. Members of the
media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco
at aaron.jaco@drake.edu or 515-779-0526.

Later, the Mayor will meet with Des Moines Mayor Frank Cownie, other area
mayors and business leaders at Des Moines City Hall to discuss ongoing
national bipartisan organizing efforts by mayors around the country. This
meeting will be closed press.

In the evening, the Mayor will deliver remarks at a gathering for Progress Iowa
at Iowa State Education Association headquarters. Members of the media
interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at
matt@progressiowa.org.

Press Schedule

10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at Drake University

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting
Aaron W. Jaco – email aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call 515-779-0526.

5:45 PM – Delivers Remarks at Progress Iowa Gathering

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting
Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Thanks! Blasting this now, as we have approval from IGA, MPC, and JDC

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 

Greenlight

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 

Thanks, will send when GSM gives greenlight on notifying Cownie’s ppl

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 

I'm fine

On Apr 15, 2015, at 4:58 PM, Walzak, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Im good when JDC, IGA and MPC are

 



From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Ok here

 

From: <Schnake-Mahl>, Gabriel Schnake-Mahl <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at 4:53 PM
To: Natalie Grybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Marti Adams
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Kate Blumm <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rosemary
Boeglin <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Chao, Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon"
<JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ronalie de Alwis <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stefan
Grybauskas <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana
Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Wiley Norvell <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Ozernoy, Ilana" <iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, "Parikh, Ishanee"
<iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Amy
Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Aviy
Fink <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY,
APRIL 16, 2015

 

+ JDC    

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2015

On Thursday, the Mayor will deliver remarks at Drake University, hosted by the
Harkin Institute for Public Policy and Citizen Engagement at Drake University
and Drake University's Law, Politics, and Society program. Members of the
media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco
at aaron.jaco@drake.edu or 515-779-0526.

Later, the Mayor will meet with Des Moines Mayor Frank Cownie, other area
mayors and business leaders at Des Moines City Hall to discuss ongoing
national bipartisan organizing efforts by mayors around the country. This
meeting will be closed press.

In the evening, the Mayor will deliver remarks at a gathering for Progress Iowa
at Iowa State Education Association headquarters. Members of the media
interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at
matt@progressiowa.org.

Press Schedule

10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at Drake University

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting
Aaron W. Jaco – email aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call 515-779-0526.

5:45 PM – Delivers Remarks at Progress Iowa Gathering

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting
Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

i don’t but stephanie probably does

From: <Schnake-Mahl>, Gabriel <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at 5:51 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2015

I tried cownie folks to give heads up, but haven’t heard back. MPC / JDC you have good contact?

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

Defer to JDC, but should make sure Cownie’s folks know we are advising mtg

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

Im good when JDC, IGA and MPC are

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

Ok here

 

From: <Schnake-Mahl>, Gabriel Schnake-Mahl <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at 4:53 PM
To: Natalie Grybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Marti Adams 
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Kate Blumm <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rosemary Boeglin 
<RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond" 
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Ronalie de Alwis 
<rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stefan Grybauskas <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Wiley Norvell <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ozernoy, Ilana" 
<iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, "Parikh, Ishanee" <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Aviy Fink <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2015

 

+ JDC    

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 16,
2015

On Thursday, the Mayor will deliver remarks at Drake University, hosted by the Harkin 
Institute for Public Policy and Citizen Engagement at Drake University and Drake 
University's Law, Politics, and Society program. Members of the media interested in covering 
this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. Jaco at aaron.jaco@drake.edu or 515-779-



0526.

Later, the Mayor will meet with Des Moines Mayor Frank Cownie, other area mayors and 
business leaders at Des Moines City Hall to discuss ongoing national bipartisan organizing 
efforts by mayors around the country. This meeting will be closed press.

In the evening, the Mayor will deliver remarks at a gathering for Progress Iowa at Iowa State 
Education Association headquarters. Members of the media interested in covering this event 
must RSVP by contacting Matt Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.

Press Schedule

10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at Drake University

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Aaron W. 
Jaco – email aaron.jaco@drake.edu or call 515-779-0526.

5:45 PM – Delivers Remarks at Progress Iowa Gathering

Members of the media interested in covering this event must RSVP by contacting Matt 
Sinovic at matt@progressiowa.org.

 



F om
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Cc
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 8:23 AM
To: "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: SOP Thursday April 16

Good Morning from Des Moines!

Local time 8:22 AM.

Mayor is at RON. And Awake!

MK  - he is going for a walk soon so may call you for news if has not already.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey



<mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 10:02 AM
To: Michael Carey
<mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO"
<EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein
<MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: SOP Thursday April 16

Mayor is at Drake on time.  
We left JDC at hotel, but he is here soon.
Harking coming over.
Our good friends in the press are here — incl ny1

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey 
<mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 8:23 AM
To: "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica 
Klein <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil 
Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: SOP Thursday April 16

Good Morning from Des Moines!

Local time 8:22 AM.

Mayor is at RON. And Awake!

MK  - he is going for a walk soon so may call you 
for news if has not already.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

We’ll work on it.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 

I strongly think we should attack here and say this will be a mistake for working people, for the
nation and for the party. And we don't have enough info in the public debate to even know the
consequences. This should be stopped and slowed. Dom and I just spoke and he can help with our
statement

From
Sent
Subject

Lawmakers Near Deal to Give Obama Fast-Track Authority on Trade Pact





From:
To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



IMMIGRATION RIGHTS MOVEMENT ROUNDTABLE 
 
AREAS TO EXPLORE:  
 

- Taking local action together; amplifying with allies across the country  
- Making implementation meaningful for future organizing 
- Using this moment to examine how immigration fits into larger struggles we are all working on 

(income equality, workers rights, etc.) 
 
GOAL: 
 

- Create a much needed space to have high level, political strategic conversations about state of play 
and trajectory of immigrant rights movement (consider meeting periodically going forward) 

- Discuss strategies and tactics on executive action implementation that can serve our communities and 
position us for next phase of the fight 

o Obtain general consensus about 1-2 actions we can take together? 
o Be clear about what NYC’s plan is to implement and prepare and how it will roll out (as much as 

can be shared) – to align the advocates around it to be supportive and get bounce 
- Encourage members to think beyond the current moment towards a longer term strategy for winning 

on immigration reform and pathway to citizenship for all 11 million 
 
TACTICS:  
 
HONOR THE TIMELINE TACTIC 
Implementation was supposed to start May 19/20, perhaps do something locally + nationally on this date as 
part of CUIA + community allies 
 
OTHER POSSIBLE TACTICS + WAYS TO WORK TOGETHER OVER NEXT 6 MONTHS 
 
  



TICK TOCK: 
 
200 PM SY/CNA/ BM/ MHR/GSM Meet to set up room 
   GSM bringing water, table card tags 
   SY bringing hard candy, handouts 
 
215PM PARICIPANTS BEGIN TO ARRIVE/ STAFF IN PLACE TO GREET AND GUIDE 
 
230 PM  WELCOME/ STATEMENT OF PURPOSE (CNA) 
 
235 PM  INTRODUCTIONS (ALL) 
 
245 PM  QUICK LOOK BACK (LG)  
 
250 PM  SOP w COURT CASE/ TIMELINES (PETER) 
 
255 PM FRAMING/ POSE QUESTIONS (JV) 
 
300PM MBdB ARRIVE/ REMARKS 
  - I have been focused on building a national, multi-dimensional, multi-issue progressive 
  movement focused on closing the income inequality gap in this country.  

- This is the conversation we should be having and you are the people who should be leading it 
because of your work, not just on immigration, on multiple issues with your various 
constituencies on the ground, so I’m glad we are gathered today and doing this work. 

  - More talk points on NATIONAL WORK. 
  - CHALLENGE THE GROUP TO WORK TO ANSWER FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
  What is the game plan on organizing around this issue? (not just implementation) 

How does this issue fit into the bigger picture, multi-issue movement building? 
    
315PM MBdB LEAVES 
 
315PM CONTINUE CONVERSATION (JV/SY/CNA) 
 
345PM RECAP/AGREEMENTS/ NEXT STEPS (SY) 
 
4 PM  ADJOURN MEETING/ PARTICIPANTS LEAVE 
  SY +IP SHARE AND COMPILE NOTES FOR PRESS READOUT 
 
430PM PRESS READOUT RELEASED 
 
 
  



10 GUIDING QUESTIONS 
 

We will hold a candid and thought-provoking discussion on the future of the immigrant rights movement with a 
small group of strategists on Saturday. Please consider these questions in preparation for the immigration 

stakeholder roundtable discussion.  
We look forward to your participation! 

 
 
 

1) What actions can we take locally to move the national conversation on comprehensive immigration 
reform (CIR) forward?   
 

2) What is our theory of change in engaging in the next phase of immigration reform? 
 

3) Can we arrive on, and what is, a singular message as New York City activists and strategists that we 
can elevate as we find ourselves in rooms where we are discussing national strategy next steps on CIR?  
 

4) How can we use allies in other cities, coupled with the Mayor’s national organizing efforts, to get us to 
place that positions us well to influence Congress? 

 
5) Can we benefit from mapping the overlap between Mayors who are in this with us, national groups’ 

capacity, and states who are on the lawsuit against DAPA?  
 

6) How do we work together to win the public conversation and create an environment that assumes 
that we will have a victory on executive action in court? 
 

7) How do we turn our implementation work into a statement, which both protects the program, and 
positions us for future victories on CIR? 
 

8) How do we define our next win? 
 

9) What does the next phase of the national immigration rights organizing movement look like? 
 

10) What is the timeline over the next 6-9 months on this and what are potential dates and moments that 
we can organize ourselves around?  

 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

In addition to what Steph just sent around, our speechwriting team is finalizing a draft of Mayor’s
remarks. Will circulate for this team’s input once I have.
 
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

She is in her office for the next several min. Best number is  Her assistant says you
have been emailing and are familiar with the topic.
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

We are back at hotel doing some TPA Calls.

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 11:27 AM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO" 
<EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: SOP Thursday April 16

Mayor has concluded remarks as of 11:27 am ct

Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York

On Apr 16, 2015, at 10:46 AM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Mayor has begun remarks at 1046 am ct

Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York

On Apr 16, 2015, at 10:38 AM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Harkin is giving remarks as of 1038 AM CT

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 10:02 AM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "@EO" 
<EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea 
Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: SOP Thursday April 16

Mayor is at Drake on time.  
We left JDC at hotel, but he is here soon.



Harking coming over.
Our good friends in the press are here — incl ny1

From: <Carey>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 8:23 AM
To: "@EO" <EO@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein 
<MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: SOP Thursday April 16

Good Morning from Des Moines!

Local time 8:22 AM.

Mayor is at RON. And Awake!

MK  - he is going for a walk soon so may call you for news if has not already.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yep workin on it
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 

I respect wrobleski a lot but boy does he miss the point. We need to change national policies to help
our city, which means changing the national debate. Guys, could we pls get come validators out
there to say this

From
Sent
Subject

Opinion: Where have you gone, Bill de Blasio?





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Then hold off and let's assess in the AM

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I like waiting on this to provide some separation from the TPA stuff we are doing now
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

 
There is time to gather more information - we will have space to hit as the bill moves.

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Looks like Congress still needs to vote on it – could be a window there to hit this
 
 
 

 



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

 

If there's time to hold off comment, I'm happy to hold off. Dom/JDC, what say you?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Fwiw, I am a dissenter on doing this today.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

 
+MPC
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

 
Sir – see below for a draft statement on TPA:
 
The Trade Promotion Authority introduced today lacks the vital oversight and public
debate that’s necessary to protect working families and our economy. I’m deeply
concerned about this deal’s impact on jobs, wages, and basic safety and environmental
standards – and ramming it through Congress would be a mistake for working people
and for our country. With so much at stake, I urge Congress to slow this down.
 

From:



Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

I strongly think we should attack here and say this will be a mistake for working people,
for the nation and for the party. And we don't have enough info in the public debate to
even know the consequences. This should be stopped and slowed. Dom and I just
spoke and he can help with our statement

From
Sent
Subject

Lawmakers Near Deal to Give Obama Fast-Track Authority on Trade Pact





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

13th is a go for your email to USCOM

From: "  <
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 10:25 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Aaron Pickrell <
Subject: Re: FYI

Backstory:
we are trying to get a) critical mass of mayors and b) uscm buy in and needs met

i think we have settled on 13th... will confirm with you later
but we will need some time on evening of may 12th (likely) if that is possible

talking to pick at 430PM more

thanks all

On Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 10:46 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Adding pick

From: Stephanie Yazgi <
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 8:46 AM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: FYI

FYI
we are NOT 100% settled on the plan for DC as of yet- having a slight prob so keep you posted but may have to do 12th 
instead
trying to find best date for critical mass of mayors

On Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 9:45 AM, Stephanie Yazgi <  wrote:
we are NOT 100% settled on the plan for DC as of yet- having a slight prob so keep you posted



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

This is great. Steph – do you have the pen to incorporate into remarks draft? Should I?
 

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

JDC can chime in here if I am missing anything, but if it is possible to mark with the NYC folks that MBDB is
doing some national work to elevate attention around income inequality and we want to make sure their
national colleagues are aware/involved, that would be great
 
Few points:

Income inequality and the efforts to address the root causes are tied into everything we do as
progressives – including working on immigration reform
In order to address these issues, we can’t tweak around the edges – we need to demand big, bold
change
MBDB will be helping organize an event in DC in early May to lay out a set of progressive principles
that we think leaders and potential leaders need to address 
As this event gets more solidified, we want to work with the attendees national organizations to
make sure they know about it and drive people to attend.  We want Mary Kay Henry to attend,
Janet Murguia with NCLR, etc

Is this helpful?
 

From: Stephanie Yazgi <
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015 at 4:17 PM
To: Gabriel Schnake-Mahl <gschnakemahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Mw
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Agarwal, Nisha" <NAgarwal@cityhall.nyc.gov>, James Freedland
<  AARON PICKRELL <  John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Immigration Stakeholder Strategy Meeting w/ MBdB
 
Folks:
 
I have attached the vision document and suggested talk points for MBdB, tick tock and agenda for the
immigration stakeholder strategy meeting we are holding this Saturday at Brooklyn Public Library from



230PM to 4PM.
 
It is an intimate gathering of stakeholders in immigrant rights movement, but many are from unions or
community organizations who also lead the fight on worker protections, raising wages, and other issues of
income inequality.
 
While the focus is on immigration, we believe (and it was EW suggestion) that it is a great time to discuss
some of the larger scale organizing efforts. We are collaborating with trusted allies to finalize this
document but wanted to send to this group for more input.
 
Please review and let us know if you have suggestions for any piece- ESP MBdB role, remarks, questions.
 
Thank you,
Stephanie





It is an intimate gathering of stakeholders in immigrant rights movement, but many are from unions or 
community organizations who also lead the fight on worker protections, raising wages, and other issues of 
income inequality.

While the focus is on immigration, we believe (and it was EW suggestion) that it is a great time to discuss 
some of the larger scale organizing efforts. We are collaborating with trusted allies to finalize this 
document but wanted to send to this group for more input.

Please review and let us know if you have suggestions for any piece- ESP MBdB role, remarks, questions.

Thank you,
Stephanie



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

"I think it’s fair to say that if you look across the country, the deck is stacked in favor of 
those already at the top," she said at a roundtable in an auto tech lab at Kirkwood 
Community College. "There’s something wrong when CEOs make 300 times more than the 
American worker … There’s something wrong when American workers keep getting more 
productive … but that productivity is not matched in their paychecks."





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
Subject:
 
Q & A: Bill de Blasio on Hillary Clinton and the 2016 Presidential Campaign







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

There are currently two positive results of a SQF that we have empirical data on– a 
summons and an arrest. There may be a third positive result that PD does not yet have 
empirical data on. We are working with PD on this.

In 2014, 3% (1,221) of the stops resulted in a summons and 15% (6,963) resulted in an 
arrest

In 2013, 4% (6,896) of the stops resulted in a summons and 8% (15,410) resulted in an 
arrest.

If you look at arrest + summons, it’s 18% vs 12% 2014 vs 2013.

The percentage of SQF that resulted in arrests increased by about 50% (from 8% in 2013 to 
15% in 2014)

The percentage of SQF that resulted in summons decreased by about a quarter percent 
(from 4% in 2013 to 3% in 2014).

Our rec response is below:

Stops now are yielding more arrests and summonses than they did in 2013 and in 2011 – 
the peak of S/F.  This suggests better stops being made by police.  We still have a ways to 
go, but with our retraining and our reforms, I’m confident these numbers will continue to 
move in the right direction, and we can minimize the toxic impact S/F has had in police – 
community relations.  We have dramatically reduced the number of total stops, and by 
increasing the quality of stops, we can better keep communities safe AND bring police and 
community closer together.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hillary Clinton Re-emerges, by Design (but Also by Surprise)





Hillary Clinton and the Democrats’ Inequality Agenda





10 takeaways from Hillary Clinton's Iowa visit





Hillary Clinton Backs Worker Protests For Higher Minimum Wage

Hillary Clinton Backs Worker Protests For Higher Minimum Wage

Hillary Clinton's Iowa campaign opens: Populist theme, convivial in tone







What Hillary Clinton’s week on the trail reveals about her policy agenda





Hillary Clinton: Elizabeth Warren is ‘a special kind of leader’



The Irony Is Rich



Hillary Clinton Calls Education A ‘Non-Family Enterprise,’ Praises Common Core



At Iowa college, Clinton begins laying out campaign message
–



Can Hillary Clinton manage those rowdy populists?





Hillary Clinton has a new position on same-sex marriage



Hillary Clinton puts her love of Elizabeth Warren in writing for Time 100 list



In Iowa, Clinton Vows to Tackle Campaign Finance Reform, Income Inequality



In Iowa, Hillary Clinton stays studiously on-message



Hillary Clinton criticized for portrayal of family's immigrant history



5 Things Hillary Clinton Accomplished In Iowa (And 5 Questions That Still Remain)





 

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Elizabeth Warren

Hi Bill, It’s Elizabeth Warren.  Give me a call when you can, it’s not urgent. I just came up to draw
some breath been so busy the past five days, as have you.  So, give me a call when you can and we
can talk.



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Noteworthy line:
 

“For instance, one of these people said, Clinton was struck after several discussions during her first

day in Iowa that nobody asked her about income inequality, the economic issue du jour among

political elites and a core theme of her nascent campaign.”

--









But Clinton is sensitive to being accused of pronouncing policy
from on high, so she is first absorbing input from citizens she
encounters on the campaign trail, according to people familiar
with the campaign.

For instance, one of these people said, Clinton was struck after
several discussions during her first day in Iowa that nobody
asked her about income inequality, the economic issue du jour
among political elites and a core theme of her nascent campaign.



Dan Balz and Anne Gearan contributed to this report.

 
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Reporters taking it as trolling over HRC’s recent comments on her grandmother:
 

Andrew KaczynskiVerified account

Bill de Blasio

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

http://www.people.com/article/hillary-clinton-grandparents-immigration-story-wrong
 



Bloomberg

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Reporters taking it as trolling over HRC’s recent comments on her grandmother:
 

Andrew KaczynskiVerified account



Bill de Blasio

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Josh Greenman

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 

Colin Campbell



Bill de Blasio

1 retweet0 favorites





Bloomberg

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Reporters taking it as trolling over HRC’s recent comments on her grandmother:



 

Andrew KaczynskiVerified account

Bill de Blasio

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

This is ridiculous. We put out a press release today on immigrant heritage week\
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
These guys have way to much time on their hands and craziness in their heads 
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Subject:
 
Reporters taking it as trolling over HRC’s recent comments on her grandmother:



 

Andrew KaczynskiVerified account

Bill de Blasio

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I'm impressed by how totally inaccurate several of these reports are

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Mayor de Blasio Discusses Income Inequality in Omaha, Nebraska
WOWT NBC 6 - 4:37 am
The leader of the largest city in America was in Omaha on Wednesday. UNO offered a warm 
welcome to New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio. Income inequality was one of the major themes of 
his lecture. Mayor de Blasio: “There’s something happening in this country that defies our values as 
Americans, and undermines our security, and our stability, and our future – growing income 
inequality that undermines the very notion of the American dream, in the sense of this being a 
country for all.” After speaking, de Blasio took questions from the audience. He also shared that he 
has family roots from Nebraska. 

KETV ABC 7 - 6:03 am
While Hillary Clinton was making her way to Council Bluffs, the man who was the campaign 
manager of her successful Senate run was also in the metro. New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio was 
speaking at UNO Wednesday night. He refused to endorse Clinton on Sunday when she announced 
her campaign, saying he wants to hear her opinions and focus on an issue that he cares about, like 
income inequality. “They work harder and harder, and actually find themselves falling behind. That 
takes a national commitment. To address a problem of that magnitude takes a national 
commitment. It takes a change in how we think about things and a change in our willingness to act.” 
De Blasio will speak at Drake University this morning in Des Moines, Iowa. Former Iowa senator Tom 
Harkin will also be there. 

KPTM FOX 42 - 9:12 pm [4/15]
New York City and Omaha don’t usually have much in common, but that’s not the case tonight. New 
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio spoke tonight as part of a lecture series at UNO. He focused on college 
debt and what students can do about it. De Blasio also talked about his roots with Nebraska and the 
fact that his parents lived in Lincoln after growing up in Iowa. 

KETV ABC 7 - 10:00 pm [4/15]
Hillary Clinton just arrived in Council Bluffs, where the democratic presidential candidate is 
wrapping up her Iowa campaign. In the morning, she’s expected to head to New Hampshire. During 
her entire four-day stay in Iowa, Hillary Clinton did not address any questions from the media. She 



stated that her campaign is focused on the people she wants to serve, not the media. What’s 
interesting about her arrival tonight is she’s staying only a few miles from New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, her campaign manager for her 2008 presidential run [sic]. Mayor de Blasio refused to 
endorse Clinton last Sunday, saying he wants to hear her opinions and focus on an issue that he 
cares about – income inequality. He spoke about that issue tonight at UNO. Mayor: “They work 
harder and harder, and actually find themselves falling behind. That takes a national commitment. 
To address a problem of that magnitude takes a national commitment. It takes a change in how we 
think about things and a change in our willingness to act.” Clinton made a major push in Iowa during 
this campaign to speak with small business leaders about ways to improve the economy and job 
growth. This afternoon, she set up some private meetings, but would not say who with. During the 
last presidential campaign, Clinton did come in third during the Iowa caucuses. She hopes this early 
push and focus on the economy and small business will help bring her the win this time around. 

WOWT NBC 6 - 10:08 pm [4/15]
The leader of the largest city in America is in Omaha tonight, with UNO offering a warm welcome to 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio. Income equality [sic] was one of the major themes of his lecture. 
Mayor: “There’s something happening in this country that defies our values as Americans, and 
undermines our security, and our stability, and our future – growing income inequality that 
undermines the very notion of the American dream, in the sense of this being a country for all.” 
After speaking, the mayor took questions from the audience. He also shared that he has family roots 
from Nebraska. 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I already spoke to Mayor about this.  We are discussing how to make this realistic, but more likely to be on 
the weekends.

From: "  <
Date: Friday, April 17, 2015 at 6:01 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron 
Pickrell <  Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Regular call time for TPA/ Mayors

hi there...

Wanted to check in on this idea that we want him to do regular call time on TPA/ Mayors Organizing every 
week. JDC AP and I will figure out who needs what calls etc.. but wanted consistent time on calendar we 
can expect to be with him to get calls done.
Thank you!
Stephanie



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Very helpful. This means we have few fallback dates anyway. Stick with May 12. That's an order to 
everyone. Let's do everything we can to make it work

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Sat, 18 Apr 2015 11:01:17 -0400
To: Bill de Blasio<
Subject: Congress in Session in May

Friday, May 1— last votes at 3pm
Tuesday May 12— votes begin at 6:30pm
Wednesday, May 13
Thursday, May 14
Friday, May 15— last votes at 3pm
Monday, May 18— votes begin at 6:30pm
Tuesday, May 19
Wednesday, May 20
Thursday, May 21— last votes at 3pm

Congress is on recess May 2-11 and May 22-31
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To:
Cc:
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Date:

Nebraska & Iowa Trip Coverage

Morning Press Clips – Thursday, April 16, 2015

























Morning TV News –– Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mayor de Blasio Discusses Income Inequality in Omaha, Nebraska

The following reports are from Omaha TV News:



[4/15]

[4/15]

[4/15]



Radio News – Thursday, April 16, 2015

Morning Press Clips – Friday, April 17, 2015





































Morning TV News –– Friday, April 17, 2015

Mayor de Blasio Criticizes President Obama on Income Inequality



Evening TV News – Friday, April 17, 2015

Critics Question Mayor de Blasio’s Travels While Potholes Plague City Streets

The following reports are from Des Moines TV News:

Mayor de Blasio Discusses Income Inequality in Des Moines, Iowa
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Cc:
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Why not head over around like 3?
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
I can - you tell me when… All i have is a 9am call that won’t take too long
 

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, April 20, 2015 at 4:11 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: <no subject>
 

Are you coming in the office early tomorrow?
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
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To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Call w Lucas?!

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
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To:
Cc:
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To:
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

AND
 
To be the peanut gallery – I need to see invite before it goes out
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

For THEIR May 12 morning event, yes of course. And I'm locked on to participate. We will discuss later
today when we'll be ready to tell the world about OUR May 12 TPA event
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tue, 21 Apr 2015 13:16:21 +0000
To: Bill de Blasio<
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail<
Subject: <no subject>
 
Can we get your blessing for Roosevelt folks to send out Save the Date for May 12th?  We really need to
get that out so we can start crowd-building
 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

How exciting!
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
 
We will have the request from them in the next 24 hrs. They are looking at a few things:
 

Naming 53rd between Broadway and 8th Ave “Letterman Way” and having the Mayor there to do
that and putting on the show
 
The Mayor doing a proclamation
 
Mayor doing a Top Ten list
 
MOME has given DOT a heads up in the case we do a street naming.
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Subject:
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c: 
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Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Aren’t we mtg tonight?

We should do @ planning mtg

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 

Will set up a call for today. Sending times shortly.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 

Mayor off

 

Can we put together a call to discuss this after OneNyC announcement please? Mayor
should have some time around 4:30 today to discuss our conclusions. Thanks! 

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 22, 2015, at 9:09 AM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

We need to decide by COB today how we're handling this



From
Sent
To
Subject

The Trans-Pacific Partnership
Issues and Areas of Concern for New York City

 
The Trans-Pacific Partnership is a regulatory and investment treaty being negotiated
by the Obama administrated covering major economies of the Pacific Rim currently
excluding China. It includes 12 nations consisting of nearly 40% of the world’s
economy: United States, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Canada, Japan,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam. New York State exports
approximately $23 billion per year in goods to TPP economies. Overall, exports in
goods support approximately 280,000 jobs.

The treaty includes reciprocal tariff reductions, akin to a traditional free trade
agreement, but also includes chapters on other non-tariff regulatory issues,
including intellectual property, labor, financial services, and the environment.
Relative tariff levels between the United States and the other participating nations
are already relatively low, so there has been intense focus on the non-tariff aspects
of the deal.

FACTS ABOUT PROCESS

The agreement is being negotiated in secret: The text of the agreement has not
been made public, limiting the ability for citizens or many advocacy groups to form
opinions of the direction of the agreement. Instead, advocacy groups have needed
to rely on leaked drafts of some chapters, which have been criticized by the Obama
administration as being incomplete and partial. Members of Congress and
stakeholder groups convened by the administration, including labor, environmental,
and consumer advocacy representatives have seen confidential draft language.

The President is seeking “fast-track” authority over opposition and skepticism
from Congressional Democrats, labor unions, and prominent environmental
groups: The Administration is seeking Trade Promotion Authority (colloquially
known as “fast track”) which allows the Administration to submit a negotiated
agreement in total to be voted up or down by Congress with no opportunity for
amendments and limited debate. This is the process that was used for NAFTA, WTO,
and other high-profile trade agreements.  Without an “up or down” vote, the
administration argues that the deal would collapse under the weight of
amendments. Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi have opposed granting the President
fast-track authority, but some Democrats and many Congressional Republicans are
open to the idea.

 

BENEFITS OF A DEAL AS WE KNOW IT
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of key benefits that seem
like likely outcomes of a successfully approved deal:
 
The agreement could increase opportunities for increased exports and domestic
job creation, while expanding profit-making opportunities for U.S. companies
abroad and potentially shift jobs or expand operations overseas. The White House
has stated that approving this agreement would increase exports from the United
States by approximately $120 billion per year, largely benefiting those companies
and employees in export-oriented industries, and increase real incomes, in the form
of lower prices and increased competition, by $77 billion per year. They point to
increased opportunities for small and medium sized export-oriented U.S.
businesses, reduced tariffs for goods and services from U.S. firms (including
“financial services”), uniform regulations, and increased protections for the
intellectual property from U.S. tech, medical, and media firms.



Would benefit large corporate entities with major footprints in New York City:
The benefits of additional corporate investment opportunities in the Pacific Rim
created by TPP skews towards some categories of companies who have major
presence in New York City: particularly companies who own valuable IP in tech,
media, and pharmaceuticals, and companies that are positioned to increase “trade
in services” – particularly financial institutions, law firms, and consulting companies.

This agreement would set the pattern for other future trade deals, including with
China and other nations across the world: The TPP is seen as an opportunity for
the United States to take the lead in setting minimum standards for trade among
major economic partners in the Pacific Rim, in an attempt to create “rules of the
game” that these nations will play on American terms, rather than on the terms of
Chinese interest, which may include less protection for labor, the environment,
American security interests, and the interests of American corporations and
workers. It is also seen as an important tool to knit together countries in the region
to provide an economic counterweight to the rise of China. Roger Altman, former
Treasury official, and Richard Haas of the Council on Foreign Relations, wrote that a
failure of the TPP, “would leave the country poorer and the world less stable.”

 

CONCERNS ABOUT PROCEEDING WITH THE PENDING DEAL:
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of substantive concerns
being raised by labor, environmental, and consumer protection advocates:
 
Treaty may include hortatory but toothless clauses on environmental protection
and labor rights and could expand fossil fuel exports, exacerbating climate change
and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels. The White House is planning on
including broad protections against illegal trade in protected species, overfishing,
and deforestation, but a leaked draft revealed a framework that lacked meaningful
enforcement mechanisms and has drawn the skepticism of major environmental
groups. In addition, while the White House insists they are looking to include
protections for labor rights, including rights to collective bargaining, limits on child
labor, and acceptable working conditions (safe work environments and maximum
hours limitations), there are parallel concerns that these clauses will not be
adequately enforceable. There is also no chapter on currency manipulation, which is
concerning to domestic labor unions as member countries can use artificial currency
depreciation to undercut U.S. manufacturing companies.
 
The agreement would likely expand expansive controversial U.S. intellectual
property laws internationally: A leaked version of the Intellectual Property right s
chapter includes provisions that would expand U.S. intellectual property
protections, including 80-year copyright protections and increased protections for
patented brand-name pharmaceuticals. This would improve profit prospects for
pharmaceutical companies, but may yield higher drug prices.
 
The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute
Settlement” giving investors and international corporations a trans-national
forum to seek damages from governments for regulations that expropriate
property: The White House has identified these tribunals as vital protection from
expropriation for U.S. companies doing business abroad, but Elizabeth Warren and
other critics criticize them as potentially allowing global corporations to receive
damages, paid for by U.S. taxpayers, from regulations designed to protect
consumers but which the company will argue unfairly restrict profits. It is important
to note, however, that most companies will continue to challenge rules in U.S.
courts in order to overturn the laws all together. ISDS tribunals are only able to
award damages, and have never done so in any of the thirteen cases that went to
judgment against the United States.
 
“Buy America” provisions could be challenged: The White House insists that there
will be no change to current law, and that states and localities’ ability to impose
local purchasing requirements will not be disrupted. , but the AFL-CIO has claimed
that this deal would undermine the ability of the United States to impose “Buy
America” provisions.
 



Draft Recommended Position:

We don’t need trade deals that exacerbate inequality and undermine worker’s
rights and environmental protections. We need trade deals with real and
enforceable commitments to labor rights and environmental protections that
improve the lot for hardworking Americans and raise living standards across the
world, rather than exacerbating a race to the bottom. If this deal doesn’t do that,
Congress should reject it.

<!--[if !supportLists]--> <!--[endif]-->Avoid weighing in on Fast Track –
It’s up to Congress and the President to decide the best way to achieve the
best deal for American workers.

<!--[if !supportLists]--> <!--[endif]-->Focus on substance – As it stands,
this doesn’t sound like a good deal for American workers. 
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Date:

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

We will come back to you before COB today with a recommendation for you to discuss and decide
on.

From
Sent
To

Cc
Subject

We need to decide by COB today how we're handling this

From
Sent
To
Subject

The Trans-Pacific Partnership
Issues and Areas of Concern for New York City

 
The Trans-Pacific Partnership is a regulatory and investment treaty being negotiated by the Obama administrated
covering major economies of the Pacific Rim currently excluding China. It includes 12 nations consisting of nearly
40% of the world’s economy: United States, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Canada, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico,
New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam. New York State exports approximately $23 billion per year in goods to
TPP economies. Overall, exports in goods support approximately 280,000 jobs.

The treaty includes reciprocal tariff reductions, akin to a traditional free trade agreement, but also includes
chapters on other non-tariff regulatory issues, including intellectual property, labor, financial services, and the
environment. Relative tariff levels between the United States and the other participating nations are already
relatively low, so there has been intense focus on the non-tariff aspects of the deal.

FACTS ABOUT PROCESS

The agreement is being negotiated in secret: The text of the agreement has not been made public, limiting the
ability for citizens or many advocacy groups to form opinions of the direction of the agreement. Instead, advocacy
groups have needed to rely on leaked drafts of some chapters, which have been criticized by the Obama
administration as being incomplete and partial. Members of Congress and stakeholder groups convened by the
administration, including labor, environmental, and consumer advocacy representatives have seen confidential
draft language.

The President is seeking “fast-track” authority over opposition and skepticism from Congressional Democrats,
labor unions, and prominent environmental groups: The Administration is seeking Trade Promotion Authority
(colloquially known as “fast track”) which allows the Administration to submit a negotiated agreement in total to
be voted up or down by Congress with no opportunity for amendments and limited debate. This is the process
that was used for NAFTA, WTO, and other high-profile trade agreements.  Without an “up or down” vote, the
administration argues that the deal would collapse under the weight of amendments. Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi
have opposed granting the President fast-track authority, but some Democrats and many Congressional
Republicans are open to the idea.

 



BENEFITS OF A DEAL AS WE KNOW IT
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of key benefits that seem like likely outcomes of a
successfully approved deal:
 
The agreement could increase opportunities for increased exports and domestic job creation, while expanding
profit-making opportunities for U.S. companies abroad and potentially shift jobs or expand operations
overseas. The White House has stated that approving this agreement would increase exports from the United
States by approximately $120 billion per year, largely benefiting those companies and employees in export-
oriented industries, and increase real incomes, in the form of lower prices and increased competition, by $77
billion per year. They point to increased opportunities for small and medium sized export-oriented U.S.
businesses, reduced tariffs for goods and services from U.S. firms (including “financial services”), uniform
regulations, and increased protections for the intellectual property from U.S. tech, medical, and media firms.

Would benefit large corporate entities with major footprints in New York City: The benefits of additional
corporate investment opportunities in the Pacific Rim created by TPP skews towards some categories of
companies who have major presence in New York City: particularly companies who own valuable IP in tech, media,
and pharmaceuticals, and companies that are positioned to increase “trade in services” – particularly financial
institutions, law firms, and consulting companies.

This agreement would set the pattern for other future trade deals, including with China and other nations
across the world: The TPP is seen as an opportunity for the United States to take the lead in setting minimum
standards for trade among major economic partners in the Pacific Rim, in an attempt to create “rules of the
game” that these nations will play on American terms, rather than on the terms of Chinese interest, which may
include less protection for labor, the environment, American security interests, and the interests of American
corporations and workers. It is also seen as an important tool to knit together countries in the region to provide an
economic counterweight to the rise of China. Roger Altman, former Treasury official, and Richard Haas of the
Council on Foreign Relations, wrote that a failure of the TPP, “would leave the country poorer and the world less
stable.”

 

CONCERNS ABOUT PROCEEDING WITH THE PENDING DEAL:
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of substantive concerns being raised by labor,
environmental, and consumer protection advocates:
 
Treaty may include hortatory but toothless clauses on environmental protection and labor rights and could
expand fossil fuel exports, exacerbating climate change and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels. The White
House is planning on including broad protections against illegal trade in protected species, overfishing, and
deforestation, but a leaked draft revealed a framework that lacked meaningful enforcement mechanisms and has
drawn the skepticism of major environmental groups. In addition, while the White House insists they are looking
to include protections for labor rights, including rights to collective bargaining, limits on child labor, and
acceptable working conditions (safe work environments and maximum hours limitations), there are parallel
concerns that these clauses will not be adequately enforceable. There is also no chapter on currency
manipulation, which is concerning to domestic labor unions as member countries can use artificial currency
depreciation to undercut U.S. manufacturing companies.
 
The agreement would likely expand expansive controversial U.S. intellectual property laws internationally: A
leaked version of the Intellectual Property right s chapter includes provisions that would expand U.S. intellectual
property protections, including 80-year copyright protections and increased protections for patented brand-name
pharmaceuticals. This would improve profit prospects for pharmaceutical companies, but may yield higher drug
prices.
 
The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving investors and
international corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from governments for regulations that
expropriate property: The White House has identified these tribunals as vital protection from expropriation for
U.S. companies doing business abroad, but Elizabeth Warren and other critics criticize them as potentially allowing
global corporations to receive damages, paid for by U.S. taxpayers, from regulations designed to protect
consumers but which the company will argue unfairly restrict profits. It is important to note, however, that most
companies will continue to challenge rules in U.S. courts in order to overturn the laws all together. ISDS tribunals
are only able to award damages, and have never done so in any of the thirteen cases that went to judgment
against the United States.
 
“Buy America” provisions could be challenged: The White House insists that there will be no change to current
law, and that states and localities’ ability to impose local purchasing requirements will not be disrupted. , but the



AFL-CIO has claimed that this deal would undermine the ability of the United States to impose “Buy America”
provisions.
 

Draft Recommended Position:

We don’t need trade deals that exacerbate inequality and undermine worker’s rights and environmental
protections. We need trade deals with real and enforceable commitments to labor rights and environmental
protections that improve the lot for hardworking Americans and raise living standards across the world, rather
than exacerbating a race to the bottom. If this deal doesn’t do that, Congress should reject it.

Avoid weighing in on Fast Track – It’s up to Congress and the President to decide the best way to achieve
the best deal for American workers.

Focus on substance – As it stands, this doesn’t sound like a good deal for American workers. 
 

 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Hi All,

Just a reminder that tonight’s Meeting is a bit earlier. 

Would also like you to note that the First Lady is hosting a dinner at Gracie starting at 630
PM, so please do not walk thru the Ballroom when you are leaving.

And only light snacks will be provided tonight.

Happy Earth Day!

Michael Paul Carey

Director of Scheduling and Advance

City Hall

New York, New York 10007

212.341.5396

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:
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To:
Subject:
Date:

The Rundown - Jose Diaz Balart
MSNBC - 04/22/2015 9:10 am
 
Jose Diaz Balart: This morning, President Obama is trying to rally skeptical Democrats behind a
transpacific trade deal. Some members of the president’s own party say they’re worried the deal
could threaten American workers. One prominent Democrat is still uneasy over the proposal –
Hillary Clinton. The presidential candidate distanced herself from the deal while wrapping up a
campaign trip to New Hampshire.
 
Secretary Hillary Clinton: Any trade deal has to produce jobs, and raise wages, and increase
prosperity, and protect our security. And we have to do our part in making sure we have the
capabilities and the skills to be competitive.  
 
Jose Diaz Balart: MSNBC’s Alex Seitz-Ward is in Washington, fresh off his trip to the granite state
with Hillary Clinton. Alex, good morning. How much of this type of rhetoric are we going to see of
Clinton distancing herself from the White House?
 
Alex Seitz-Ward: Well in general, Jose, I think not very much at all actually. The president still
remains very popular among Democrats, and he was, of course, her boss as secretary of state. So,
the Clinton’s campaign thinks it just wouldn’t really pass the smell test if she tried to distance herself
too much from him. That said – on trade specifically – this is a rare issue where the president is very
out of step with a lot of the Democratic base. So she’s in a tough spot here. On one hand, she wants
to stay close to the president. On the other hand, she wants to appease this liberal base that’s still a
little bit wary about her candidacy. So she’s trying to leave a little bit of room here and figure out
how things go. She’s leaving herself an opening on the – I would still think – unlikely chance that she
ultimately comes out against this trade deal. But she wants to, you know, play a little bit tough and
really try to show that she’s speaking to the concerns that progressives are raising around this.
 
Jose Diaz Balart: And Alex, now there’s this new narrative by the Clinton camp to paint her as the
original Elizabeth Warren. Tell me a little bit about that.
 
Alex Seitz-Ward: Yeah, that’s right. I mean, they point to – going back to the 90s in the Clinton
White House when her husband ran as a very centrist Democrat, moderate on fiscal issues, was a
big hawk on the deficit and social responsibility. And inside the administration people were uneasy
about Hillary Clinton. They thought she was too far to the left. They even called her and her advisors
the bolsheviks inside the Clinton administration. So the Clinton people are now trying to kind revive
that legacy. It’s something that she pushed aside and didn’t want to emphasize when she got into
the Senate. She made a big effort to work across the isle with Republicans and present herself as
sort of a, you know, compromising moderate centrist. And then that’s sort of how she ran in 2008.
But now with this revived progressive, activist left she’s pointing to that legacy, and she’s saying she
was for universal healthcare before Barack Obama, she was for, you know, universal childcare – all



these slew of issues before Elizabeth Warren, before a lot of other people in the party. 
 
Jose Diaz Balart: Alex Seitz-Wald, thanks. It’s good to see you.
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Chantell Griffith
Special Assistant to the First Deputy Mayor
Office of the Mayor
(212) 788-3191
CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov
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This link doesn’t work to open the op ed…trying to search for it
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Few talking points for MBDB for Reich call

Would like for Reich to sign on to TPA bullets
Would like Reich to attend May 12 event in DC.  MBDB will be doing Roosevelt in morning and TPA
event will likely be on Hill at 3 PM
Would like to see him in CA and ideally speak to his class at Berkley (MPC – not sure what
availability there is)
MBDB is coming out against TPP this weekend

Reich and Trumka did joint op ed in March laying out argument against TPP
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-reich-trumka-tpp-trade-fast-track-
20150303-story.html

Reich attended Fight for 15 rally in Berkley where he said
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lRelated 

SEE ALL RELATED

A West Coast ports pact is long past due

8



Congress should debate
whether the Trans-
Pacific Partnership
promotes the shared
values of democracy
and prosperity that the
U.S. stands for.

cComments

ADD A COMMENT

SEE ALL COMMENTS

@Daggersix You have to approve it to find out if it's
legal.
BYCHRIS

AT 12 20 AM MARCH 09, 2015

29





From: "<de Alwis>", Ronalie <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 23, 2015 at 11:27 AM
To: Aaron PickrellEmail <  Michael Carey <  John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: reich call

This link doesn’t work to open the op ed…trying to search for it
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Few talking points for MBDB for Reich call

Would like for Reich to sign on to TPA bullets
Would like Reich to attend May 12 event in DC.  MBDB will be doing Roosevelt in morning and TPA event will 
likely be on Hill at 3 PM
Would like to see him in CA and ideally speak to his class at Berkley (MPC – not sure what availability there is)
MBDB is coming out against TPP this weekend

Reich and Trumka did joint op ed in March laying out argument against TPP
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-reich-trumka-tpp-trade-fast-track-20150303-story.html

Reich attended Fight for 15 rally in Berkley where he said

Robert Reich was secretary of Labor in the Clinton administration; Richard 
Trumka is president of the AFL-CIO.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

yes

From: "<de Alwis>", Ronalie <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 23, 2015 at 11:28 AM
To: Aaron PickrellEmail <  Michael Carey 
<  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: reich call

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-reich-trumka-tpp-trade-fast-track-20150303-
story.html
 
 
Confirming this is it
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Few talking points for MBDB for Reich call

Would like for Reich to sign on to TPA bullets
Would like Reich to attend May 12 event in DC.  MBDB will be doing Roosevelt in morning and TPA 
event will likely be on Hill at 3 PM
Would like to see him in CA and ideally speak to his class at Berkley (MPC – not sure what 
availability there is)
MBDB is coming out against TPP this weekend

Reich and Trumka did joint op ed in March laying out argument against TPP
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-reich-trumka-tpp-trade-fast-track-
20150303-story.html

Reich attended Fight for 15 rally in Berkley where he said



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I wouldn’t put Bush in the Wisco remarks - would keep focus on Walker - but we should tee up reporters 
to ask about Bush in Q&A

From: <Klein>, Monica <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, April 24, 2015 at 9:45 AM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Kadushin, Peter" <pkadushin@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: From MBdB: Jeb

Frm MBdB --
Mayor should be prepped to T off on Jeb in Wisco (PK – for off T prep)
And he wants to see if we want to integrate anything about Bush into Wisco remarks
Thx



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Importance:

How do you want to handle?
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Who is paying for Wisconsin trip? Who is going?
 
Jennifer Fermino
City Hall Bureau Chief
New York Daily News
(o) 212 210 1887
(c) 646 734 0320
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, April 24, 2015 at 7:42 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil
Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jon Fromowitz
<jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Wisco speech

I’m gonna be a kid’s baseball game, so no for me… But I



could do earlier in the AM

From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Friday, April 24, 2015 at 7:39 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil
Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jon Fromowitz
<jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Wisco speech

I'm talking 1115-12pm Milwaukee time. Does that work?

On Friday, April 24, 2015, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

That should be more than enough… That’s 10:15am my
time, right?

From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Friday, April 24, 2015 at 6:49 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Phil
Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Wisco speech

On Fri, Apr 24, 2015 at 6:39 PM, Bill de Blasio
<  wrote:

I need time in the AM to make the speech better: more
passionate and punchy. Pls figure out when I can do
that and if I'm working with JDC or someone else on
this. Thanks

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 
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Cc:

Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
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From:
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Cc:
Subject:
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From: 
Date: 
To: 
Subject: 



By Adam Hersh and Jennifer Erickson | February 25,
2013



A financial transaction tax would bring in much-needed

revenue

Business and civic leaders support a financial transaction

tax



Clash of the Cultures

A financial transaction tax helps stabilize volatile financial

markets



A financial transaction tax incentivizes investment for real

growth



Many countries already have a financial transaction tax



Adam S. Hersh is an Economist at the Center for American
Progress. Jennifer Erickson is the Director of Competitiveness
and Economic Growth at the Center.
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Date: 
To: 
Subject: 



By Adam Hersh and Jennifer
Erickson | February 25, 2013



A financial transaction tax would bring in

much-needed revenue



Business and civic leaders support a

financial transaction tax



Clash of the
Cultures

A financial transaction tax helps stabilize

volatile financial markets





A financial transaction tax incentivizes

investment for real growth

Many countries already have a financial

transaction tax



Adam S. Hersh is an Economist at the Center
for American Progress. Jennifer Erickson is
the Director of Competitiveness and
Economic Growth at the Center.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



This was the language that had been ageed to: "Invest more funding in
transportation infrastructure by generating more revenue, including
through repatriation of US corporate assets overseas"

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

-BdB and CMC and +Emma

As relates to the broader TPA, I just want to flag again that we may
have a left hand /right hand problem on the way the current document
characterizes additional revenues from "companies shipping jobs
overseas." 

Emma's team has been working with a broad coalition that includes
business leaders for the DC day of action on funding for transportation
funding. They have agreed to stand with us to call for more
transportation funding paid for with additional revenues from overseas
corporate operations. However, the way John's document characterizes
the "shipping jobs overseas" would erode that support and is
inconsistent with discussions to date. Just want to make sure that's part
of the calculus since I believe folks felt speaking with one voice would
be more powerful on that specific topic. 

From
Sent



To
Cc

Subject



From: 

Date: 
To:

Subject: 



By Adam Hersh and Jennifer
Erickson | February 25, 2013



A financial transaction tax



would bring in much-needed

revenue



Business and civic leaders

support a financial transaction

tax



Clash of the Cultures



A financial transaction tax

helps stabilize volatile

financial markets



A financial transaction tax

incentivizes investment for

real growth



Many countries already have a



financial transaction tax
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Cc:
Subject:
Date:



This was the language that had been ageed to: "Invest
more funding in transportation infrastructure by
generating more revenue, including through
repatriation of US corporate assets overseas"

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

-BdB and CMC and +Emma

As relates to the broader TPA, I just want to flag again
that we may have a left hand /right hand problem on



the way the current document characterizes additional
revenues from "companies shipping jobs overseas." 

Emma's team has been working with a broad coalition
that includes business leaders for the DC day of action
on funding for transportation funding. They have agreed
to stand with us to call for more transportation funding
paid for with additional revenues from overseas
corporate operations. However, the way John's
document characterizes the "shipping jobs overseas"
would erode that support and is inconsistent with
discussions to date. Just want to make sure that's part
of the calculus since I believe folks felt speaking with
one voice would be more powerful on that specific
topic. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



From: 



Date: 

To:

Subject: 



By Adam
Hersh and 
Jennifer
Erickson | 
February 25, 2013





A financial



transaction tax

would bring in

much-needed

revenue





Business and civic

leaders support a

financial

transaction tax



Clash
of the Cultures



A financial

transaction tax

helps stabilize

volatile financial

markets







A financial

transaction tax

incentivizes

investment for real

growth





Many countries

already have a

financial

transaction tax









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ok. Will get on sked 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Fine by me

From: Dom Williams <
Date: Sunday, April 26, 2015 at 7:52 PM
To: "  <
Cc: Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Patchett, James"
<JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Dean Fuleihan <
Subject: Re: Financial transaction tax

agree with Alicia.

On Sun, Apr 26, 2015 at 7:51 PM, <  wrote:
Doing all of this by email seems difficult and will make it hard for us to tell the mayor we
have concensus     
Wouldn't it make sense to spend half an hour tomorrow going through what are very
complicated policies?

On Apr 26, 2015, at 7:43 PM, Dom Williams <  wrote:

The Obama administration proposed paying for the transportation bill by
doing a repatriation of overseas earning
They would charge a 14% rate on repatriated earnings, raising $238 billion
in revenue for the US that would be reinvested in transportation.
While not monolithic, there's substantial support for funding the
transportation bill through repatriation.



Supporting that source for the transportation bill would be inconsistent with
spending the tax change that Tony is proposing.

The tax treatment for sending jobs overseas is separate, and related in
principle, but of minimal value from a revenue-raising perspective.

On Sun, Apr 26, 2015 at 7:06 PM, Shorris, Anthony
<AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Let's be clear on what I thought we are proposing.  What I have been
pressing for is repealing a loophole in the corporate tax law that allows US
multi-national companies to defer payment of any corporate tax owed on
profits made by their overseas subsidies until those profits are
"repatriated" -- which is often never.  This change has been estimated by
CTJ to add some $60 billion a year ($600 over ten years plus $150 billion
one-time spin-up from later years) by eliminating some of the worst of
the Cayman Island and Bermuda tax games companies play to avoid taxes,
and the incentive that current law provides for companies to shift activity
and jobs overseas.  

Why so what we are proposing here inconsistent with what we are
suggesting for the transportation bill?

Anthony E. Shorris
First Deputy Mayor
City of New York
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
212-788-3191

On Apr 26, 2015, at 4:29 PM, Patchett, James
<JPatchett@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

This was the language that had been ageed to: "Invest
more funding in transportation infrastructure by
generating more revenue, including through
repatriation of US corporate assets overseas"
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Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

-BdB and CMC and +Emma

As relates to the broader TPA, I just want to flag again
that we may have a left hand /right hand problem on
the way the current document characterizes additional
revenues from "companies shipping jobs overseas." 

Emma's team has been working with a broad coalition
that includes business leaders for the DC day of action
on funding for transportation funding. They have agreed
to stand with us to call for more transportation funding
paid for with additional revenues from overseas
corporate operations. However, the way John's
document characterizes the "shipping jobs overseas"
would erode that support and is inconsistent with
discussions to date. Just want to make sure that's part of
the calculus since I believe folks felt speaking with one
voice would be more powerful on that specific topic. 
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To
Cc

Subject
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Date: 

To:

Subject: 





By Adam
Hersh and 
Jennifer
Erickson | 
February 25, 2013





A financial

transaction tax

would bring in

much-needed

revenue





Business and civic

leaders support a

financial

transaction tax



Clash



of the Cultures



A financial

transaction tax

helps stabilize

volatile financial

markets





A financial

transaction tax

incentivizes

investment for real



growth



Many countries

already have a

financial

transaction tax





Adam S. Hersh is an
Economist at the
Center for American
Progress. Jennifer
Erickson is the
Director of
Competitiveness and
Economic Growth at



the Center.

-- 
Dom Williams

-- 
Dom Williams
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From: 
Date: 
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Subject:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

12 to 1pm works for James
 
Josie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: 
Date: 
To: 

Subject:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

In with boss - be there shortly

From: <Griffith>, Chantell <CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, April 27, 2015 at 12:39 PM
To: "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Darlington, Mandy (OMB)" <DarlingtonM@omb.nyc.gov>, "Bruch, Mary" 
<MBruch@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Valle, Rosita" <rvalle@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Miranda, Josephine" 
<JMiranda@Cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Financial transaction tax

Tony is ready! Please come to his office.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Great – we are a go for noon. Will send invite.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Good by me
 

From: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Monday, April 27, 2015 at 8:42 AM
To: "Griffith, Chantell" <CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Darlington, Mandy (OMB)" <DarlingtonM@omb.nyc.gov>, "Bruch, Mary" 
<MBruch@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Valle, 
Rosita" <rvalle@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Miranda, Josephine" <JMiranda@Cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Financial transaction tax
 
Looping in JDC since I will be on a flight for the next few hours. 

Sent from my iPhone



On Apr 27, 2015, at 7:31 AM, Griffith, Chantell <CGriffith@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

We will make 12 work

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 27, 2015, at 8:11 AM, Darlington, Mandy (OMB) <DarlingtonM@omb.nyc.gov> 
wrote:

Ok for Dean

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 26, 2015, at 10:52 PM, Bruch, Mary <MBruch@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

12-1or 4-4:30 work for DM Glen. Both James and DM Glen have staff 
meeting at 11.
 
------ Original message------
From: Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel
Date: Sun, Apr 26, 2015 9:12 PM
To: Griffith, Chantell;Valle, Rosita;Bruch, Mary;Miranda, 
Josephine;Darlington, Mandy (OMB);'lhegarty@akpdmedia.com';
Subject:Re: Financial transaction tax
 
+ real liz email 

----- Original Message -----
From: Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel
Sent: Sunday, April 26, 2015 09:10 PM
To: Griffith, Chantell; Valle, Rosita; Bruch, Mary; Miranda, Josephine; 
Darlington, Mandy (OMB); 'lhergarty@akpdmedia.com' 
<lhergarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Financial transaction tax

Need to get a meeting on financial transaction tax on the books 
tomorrow: tony, dom, alicia, james, dean, john and emma.

All of the above have been discussing via email and are aware that 
we are scheduling a mtg.

Can make EW avail @ 930am, 11am, 12pm or 4pm. Let me know 
what works for folks. Thanks.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



###

The U.S. Conference of Mayors is the officia  nonpartisan organization of cities with popu ations of 30,000 or more. There 
are near y 1400 such cities in the country today, and each city is represented in the Conference by its chief e ected officia , 
the mayor. Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/usmayors, or fo ow us on Twitter at twitter.com/usmayors.





From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Per your request
 
 

Overview: Paid Family Leave Proposals

Federal Proposals –

• Legislation – 

o Funding Mechanism

• White House Push

• Obama Executive Action 

o Funding Mechanism

• Additional Note 



State Proposals –

•

o Funding Mechanism:

•

o Funding Mechanism:

De Blasio Campaign Proposal –

DE BLASIO PROPOSES PAID FAMILY LEAVE FOR NEW YORK CITY

New York, NY -



•

•

•

•

•
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Reforming Labor Law

Background: When workers try to organize unions they are often harassed, intimidated or fired, taking away their
bargaining power and harming their access to adequate wages and quality healthcare. Workers in unions earn 30
percent higher wages and are 63 percent more likely to have employer-provided heath insurance.

Possible Solution: The Employee Free Choice Act:  A Congressional bill that would make it easier for workers to
join unions, make it easier for newly unionized workers to reach contracts with their employers, and strengthen
penalties for those that violate labor law to seek to prevent workers from using their right to organize.  The
legislation removes the power of employers to demand an additional and separate ballot if a majority of employee
signatures were collected.  It also assigns the organizing union as the official collective bargaining representative if
a majority of employee signatures are collected.  The legislation also requires employers and their unions to enter
binding arbitration to produce a collective agreement if one cannot be met 90 days after the unionization of
employees, and after 30 days of mediation time (120 days total). The arbitration agreement would be binding for a
period of two years. Lastly, the legislation increases penalties on employers who discriminate against workers for
union involvement.

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 

Student Loan Refinancing

Background: Some with outstanding loans pay interest rates of 7% or higher for undergraduate
loans, while students taking out new undergraduate loans pay 3.86% under the Bipartisan Student
Loan Certainly Act passed by Congress in summer 2013. Outstanding student loans now total more
than $1.2 trillion, surpassing total credit card debt.  One in seven borrowers defaults on federal
student loans within three years of beginning repayment.

Possible Solutions: S. 2432 – Bank on Students Emergency Loan Refinancing Act:  Would allow
more than 25 million people with outstanding student loan debt to refinance their federal student
loans or private loans at the lower interest rates currently offered to new borrowers, while
maintaining full borrower protections of federal student loans (rather than forcing borrowers
refinance with private banks). The loss of federal revenue from the lower loan interest income
would require additional DOE direct spending (via its Direct Loan Program), according to the CBO,
but would be offset in full by the “Buffet Rule” – a minimum 30% income tax payment from people
who earn between $1 and $2 million.

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

We are working on estimates for paid family leave for City employees
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Right on.  

From: <Williams>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, April 27, 2015 at 7:57 PM
To: Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: For Background - Student Loan Refinancing

Student Loan Refinancing

Background: Some with outstanding loans pay interest rates of 7% or higher for undergraduate 
loans, while students taking out new undergraduate loans pay 3.86% under the Bipartisan Student 
Loan Certainly Act passed by Congress in summer 2013. Outstanding student loans now total more 
than $1.2 trillion, surpassing total credit card debt.  One in seven borrowers defaults on federal 
student loans within three years of beginning repayment.

Possible Solutions: S. 2432 – Bank on Students Emergency Loan Refinancing Act:  Would allow 
more than 25 million people with outstanding student loan debt to refinance their federal student 
loans or private loans at the lower interest rates currently offered to new borrowers, while 
maintaining full borrower protections of federal student loans (rather than forcing borrowers 
refinance with private banks). The loss of federal revenue from the lower loan interest income 
would require additional DOE direct spending (via its Direct Loan Program), according to the CBO, 
but would be offset in full by the “Buffet Rule” – a minimum 30% income tax payment from people 
who earn between $1 and $2 million.
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The Progressive Agenda 
To Combat Income Inequality 

4/27/15 
630pm 

 
1. Lift the Floor for Working People 

  
Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, 
while indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ 
right to organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy 
and protect against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at 
the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the 
environment. 
 

 
2. Support Working Families 

 
Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage 
of lower interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

 
Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to exploit 
“performance pay” write-offs. 

 
### 
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Anything explicitely we want to do for seniors?
 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 

Except for the persistent lack of "the" before EITC, I think it's great. Well done, John!

Is there anything of major concern to the CH team, or are we ready to lock down? Team, speak up pls 
asap. 

And I assume we'll navigate whatever tough questions we get on paid family leave for NYC and the city 
government's lack of paid leave -- this will force us to address the issue, which we need to do anyway.

So last chance to weigh in on all this: speak now or forever hold your peace!

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tue, 28 Apr 2015 01:41:03 +0000
To: Bill de Blasio<
Subject: TPA latest

The Progressive Agenda
To Combat Income Inequality

4/27/15
630pm

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Lift the Floor for Working People

                                                           
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Raise the federal minimum wage, so 

that it reaches $15/hour, while indexing it to inflation.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reform the National Labor Relations 

Act, to enhance workers’ right to organize and rebuild the middle 
class.



<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass comprehensive immigration 
reform to grow the economy and protect against exploitation of 
low-wage workers.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Oppose trade deals that hand more 
power to corporations at the expense of American jobs, workers’ 
rights, and the environment.
 

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Support Working Families

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass national paid sick leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass national paid family leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Make Pre-K, after-school programs 

and childcare universal.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Expand Earned Income Tax Credit.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Allow students to refinance student 

loan debt to take advantage of lower interest rates.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Tax Fairness
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Close the carried interest loophole.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->End tax breaks for companies that 

ship jobs overseas.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Implement the “Buffett Rule” so 

millionaires pay their fair share.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Close the CEO tax loophole that 

allows corporations to exploit “performance pay” write-offs.
 

###
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Combined Dom’s stuff with some stuff I found re: NLRA… Shorter is always better for MBDB...



Reforming Labor Law 
 
Background: When workers try to organize unions they are often 
harassed, intimidated or fired, taking away their bargaining power and 
harming their access to adequate wages and quality healthcare. 
Workers in unions earn 30 percent higher wages and are 63 percent 
more likely to have employer-provided heath insurance. 
 
Possible Solution: The Employee Free Choice Act:  A Congressional 
bill that would make it easier for workers to join unions, make it easier 
for newly unionized workers to reach contracts with their employers, 
and strengthen penalties for those that violate labor law to seek to 
prevent workers from using their right to organize.  The legislation 
removes the power of employers to demand an additional and separate 
ballot if a majority of employee signatures were collected.  It also assigns 
the organizing union as the official collective bargaining representative if 
a majority of employee signatures are collected.  The legislation also 
requires employers and their unions to enter binding arbitration to 
produce a collective agreement if one cannot be met 90 days after the 
unionization of employees, and after 30 days of mediation time (120 days 
total). The arbitration agreement would be binding for a period of two 
years. Lastly, the legislation increases penalties on employers who 
discriminate against workers for union involvement. 
 
 
Immigration Reform and Wage Theft 
 
Immigrant workers are even more vulnerable because they can 
be threatened with deportation. In 2002, the Supreme Court ruled that 
undocumented workers cannot seek basic labor protections because 
they are not legally allowed to work. Therefore, employers can subject 
undocumented immigrants to abuse and dangerous working conditions 
for little pay, without worrying about legal action. 
 
http://thinkprogress.org/immigration/2013/07/10/2276121/dc-
undocumented-immigrant-wage-theft/ 
 
 
 



Student Loan Refinancing 
 
Background: Some with outstanding loans pay interest rates of 7% or 
higher for undergraduate loans, while students taking out new 
undergraduate loans pay 3.86% under the Bipartisan Student Loan 
Certainly Act passed by Congress in summer 2013. Outstanding student 
loans now total more than $1.2 trillion, surpassing total credit card 
debt.  One in seven borrowers defaults on federal student loans within 
three years of beginning repayment. 
 
Possible Solutions: S. 2432 – Bank on Students Emergency Loan 
Refinancing Act:  Would allow more than 25 million people with 
outstanding student loan debt to refinance their federal student loans or 
private loans at the lower interest rates currently offered to new 
borrowers, while maintaining full borrower protections of federal 
student loans (rather than forcing borrowers refinance with private 
banks). The loss of federal revenue from the lower loan interest income 
would require additional DOE direct spending (via its Direct Loan 
Program), according to the CBO, but would be offset in full by the “Buffet 
Rule” – a minimum 30% income tax payment from people who earn 
between $1 and $2 million. 
  
 
Paid Family Leave 
 
The United States is the only advanced economy without a national 
paid-leave law. Only three states -- California, New Jersey and Rhode 
Island -- offer this critical support for working men and women. Even 
Human Rights Watch has noticed, citing America for failing its families 
in a scathing report a few years back. In the latest edition of Expecting 
Better, a report card issued annually by the National Partnership for 
Women and Families, not a single state merited an "A." California took 
home an A-minus, New Jersey, a B-plus, and New York, a lackluster B-
minus. 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-ochshorn/new-yorks-real-
wealth-pro b 6950998.html 
 
 



Tax Breaks for Shipping Jobs 
Overseas/Deferral/Inversion/Repatriation 
 
SMALLER ONE (NOT AFFECTED BY REPATRIATION): 
“Firms can generally deduct business expenses,” said Kimberly Clausing, 
the Thormund A. Miller and Walter Mintz Professor of Economics at 
Reed College. “Thus, of course, if firms incurred expenses in moving 
abroad, they would be able to deduct those expenses.” 
 
 
BIGGER ONE (AFFECTED BY REPATRIATION): 
We’ve also written before on several occasions that the tax code has 
long allowed U.S. corporations doing business abroad to defer paying 
taxes on any of their “unrepatriated income.” That is to say that the 
revenue earned by the company’s foreign subsidiary remains untaxed 
by the IRS until that money is brought back to the parent company in 
the U.S. 
Sometimes politicians also refer to this as a “tax break for shipping jobs 
overseas.” And Clausing told us that this part of tax law could motivate 
companies to move business abroad. 
“This can provide a huge incentive for locating jobs and income abroad, 
since many tax haven countries have tax rates that are very low, even 
approaching zero, and thus the money can grow abroad ‘tax free’ until it 
is repatriated,” she said. 
 
http://www.factcheck.org/2012/10/talking-tax-breaks-for-
offshoring/ 
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The Progressive Agenda 
To Combat Income Inequality 

 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People 
  
Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, 
while indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ 
right to organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy 
and protect against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at 
the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the 
environment. 
 

 
2. Support Working Families 

 
Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage 
of lower interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

 
Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to exploit 
“performance pay” write-offs. 

 
### 
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On Tuesday, May 12 at 3:00pm, national progressive leaders will gather at the U.S. 
Capitol Building’s House Triangle to declare their support for The Progressive 
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. 
 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor 
officials, cultural leaders, and progressive thought leaders.   
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 
Republican Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor 
for working people, support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies 
that reward work rather than just wealth. 
 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in 
early April, where a small group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss 
ways the country could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality. 
 
The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, 
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive 
collection of how to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of policy 
proposals around which progressives can organize and mobilize. 
 
You are cordially invited to join us at 3pm on May 12! 
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document. 
 
To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, but no later than this 
Friday, May 1.   
 
Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns.   
 
 

The Progressive Agenda 
To Combat Income Inequality 

 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People 
  

Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, 
while indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ 
right to organize and rebuild the middle class. 



Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy 
and protect against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at 
the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the 
environment. 
 

 
2. Support Working Families 

 
Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage 
of lower interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

 
Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to exploit 
“performance pay” write-offs. 

 
 

### 
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Yes, that is all good

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 9:45 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  John Davis <  Hayley 
Prim <  Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: TPA latest

I think it looks good. Final pester. Do I assume correctly that the ENTIRE list will be emailed this 
morning and that each of our people assigned to a target will regularly update info on the google 
doc? And I think that instead of relying upon individuals to periodically see how we’re doing, it 
would be good to get at least one, possibly two, consolidated result reports per day. (And not 
assume that everyone is plugging into google doc.) Or at least send me one consolidated report per 
day so I can keep up to speed in real time. Can you make this happen?
 
-----Original Message-----
From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 9:21 AM
To: Snyder, Thomas
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail; John Davis; Hayley Prim; Jon Fromowitz
Subject: Re: TPA latest
 
Here’s updated
 
 
On 4/28/15, 9:13 AM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 
>Real good. One question, should it mention signers are
>welcome/encouraged to attend the May 12 event, or is that for a later invite?
> 
>-----Original Message-----
>From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com]
>Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 9:12 AM
>To: Snyder, Thomas
>Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail; John Davis; Hayley Prim; Jon Fromowitz
>Subject: Re: TPA latest
> 
>Tom - what do you think of the following?
> 



>Adding my team as well…
> 
> 
> 
>On 4/28/15, 8:23 AM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
> 
>>so what is plan, timing on sending this out for comment? will we be
>>recommending a common message of intro to those who get it, when we
>>want response, etc...
>> 
>>Sent from my iPad
>> 
>>> 
> 
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The Progressive Agenda 
To Combat Income Inequality 

 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People 
  
Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, 
while indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ 
right to organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy 
and protect against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at 
the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the 
environment. 
 

 
2. Support Working Families 

 
Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage 
of lower interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

 
Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take 
advantage of “performance pay” write-offs. 

 
### 

 



On Tuesday, May 12 at 3:00pm, national progressive leaders will gather at the U.S. 
Capitol Building’s House Triangle to declare their support for The Progressive 
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. 
 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor 
officials, cultural leaders, and progressive thought leaders.   
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 
Republican Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor 
for working people, support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies 
that reward work rather than just wealth. 
 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in 
early April, where a small group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss 
ways the country could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality. 
 
The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, 
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive 
collection of how to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of policy 
proposals around which progressives can organize and mobilize. 
 
You are cordially invited to join us at 3pm on May 12! 
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document. 
 
To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, but no later than this 
Friday, May 1.   
 
Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns.   
 
 

The Progressive Agenda 
To Combat Income Inequality 

 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People 
  

Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, 
while indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ 
right to organize and rebuild the middle class. 



Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy 
and protect against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at 
the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the 
environment. 
 

 
2. Support Working Families 

 
Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage 
of lower interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

 
Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take 
advantage of “performance pay” write-offs. 

 
 

### 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Should have put a Subject: And that would have been Al Gore.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

He just called me to say he can’t make it to DC on the 12th.  I sent him the document to see
if he would at least sign on.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
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To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks. And I will follow up with him re: potential of sign-on and/or a separate event built around
his sched

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

He just called me to say he can’t make it to DC on the 12th.  I sent him the document to see
if he would at least sign on.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
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Cc:
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Date:

Let's use these numbers:

The Bureau of Labor Statistics has updated its statistics to reflect the 2014 annual averages, and
shows that the median weekly earnings of full time wage or salaried union members is $970, while
non-union workers median weekly earnings is $763, a 27% difference (Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Economic News Release: Union Membership, Table
2., http://www.bls.gov/news.release/union2.t02.htm,http://www.bls.gov/news.release/union2.t02.htm,
January 25, 2015).

In 2009, the Center for American Progress published a report showing that union workers are 28.2
percent more likely to be covered by employer-provided health insurance and 53.9 percent more
likely to have employer-provided pensions compared to non-union workers with similar characteristics
(Madland, David & Karla Walter, Unions Are Good for the American Economy, Center for American
Progress Action Fund, http://images2.americanprogress.org/CAPAF/2009/02/US_EFCA.pdf, February
18, 2009).

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

2 things:

On Labor Law, are you sure about the 30% higher wage premium?

On Immigration Reform, you cover the wage theft argument but have nothing on the claim that
reform grows the economy. I know that CAP has issued a number of reports that document this
claim.
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Combined Dom’s stuff with some stuff I found re: NLRA… Shorter is always better for MBDB...
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From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 1:14 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: TPA

Me again…what do you think is a good time each day to get me a consolidated results
list of signers, etc onto the TPA? First thing in morning, end of day? Whatever? Tired of
me yet?
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From: BDB Official <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 3:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Hayley Prim <  Aaron PickrellEmail <  
"  <
Subject: Re: Keep me posted

She is different than everyone else. And it's easy for he not to sign -- and for many others too. You 
can say the language is fixed when you have a bunch of signatories in place. And so NOW it dawns 
on me that we should have secured a core set on signatures and sent it around with singnatories 
already on board to anchor it. We may pay for that mistake. We need yesses quickly so we have a 
rationale for sticking to the wording as is

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
True. And while I originally asked Hayley to send to you - now I'm kinda thinking we handle at staff level 
and see if we can ram thru/just tell her the Language is set

On Apr 28, 2015, at 2:58 PM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Interesting. Well, this is the kind of thing we'll get a lot of. Let's think about how to 
handle. AND I might also ask her NOT to sign but still to write something for our effort

 



From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 

On Tue, Apr 28, 2015 at 12:37 PM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Let me know any anecdotal info throughout the day as to how people are responding to 
the TPA. Thanks

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

In terms of scheduling, should coordinate with AFL-CIO to make sure that Mayor’s presidential
forum doesn’t conflict with any of the four “Raising Wage Summits” announced today
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
3:45PM ET

Richard Trumka, A.F.L.-C.I.O. Chief,
Warns Candidates on Inequality



Follow The New York Times Politics and Washington on Facebook and Twitter,
and sign up for the First Draft politics newsletter.
 
--



Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hey - can you give me a shout when you have a moment?  



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Two more, just in 

Jeannette Huezo
Executive Director & Senior Popular Educator
UFE: United for a Fair Economy 
Will sign, staff will attend

And 

Heather McGhee, Executive Director of DEMOS (who will be signing, attending, and bringing one of her 
colleagues along with her)

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 5:21 PM
To: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: Status Report

Hey Tom.  Here’s where we are on Same Day Signers

From: Hayley Prim <hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 5:18 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Status Report

Since 11:15am when we started reaching out, the following people have agreed to sign on to the 
document, and Larry Cohen has also confirmed his attendance  in DC on the 12th.

Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage
Former Governor/Democracy for 
America Founder Howard Dean

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and 
Chief Economist James Parrott

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessell

CWA President Larry Cohen

-- 
Hayley Prim



Hilltop Public Solutions
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From:
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From:
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Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
To:
Cc:

Subject: Re: The Final Document...

Unite Here President D Taylor

Demos
Executive
Director Heather McGhee

Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage
Former Governor/Democracy
for America Founder Howard Dean

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Fiscal Policy Institute

Deputy Director
and Chief
Economist James Parrott

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessell

Young Democrats of America Akila Ensley (YDA)

United for a Fair Economy
Executive
Director Jeannette Huezo

Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux

CWA President Larry Cohen



From: John Davis <
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 7:47 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail
<
Subject: Re: The Final Document...

From:

Date:

To:

Subject: Re: The Final
Document...

Abigail E. Disney



Filmmaker | Philanthropist | Activist

 25 East 21st Street | 7th Floor | New York, NY 10010 
 tel  (212) 782-3702   @abigaildisney

Hey Abby… It’s finally here!  Thanks
for everything - esp the nudge on
CEO Pay - which has become a big
part of the effort!

===

On Tuesday, May 12 at 3:00pm, national
progressive leaders will gather at the U.S.
Capitol Building’s House Triangle to
declare their support for The Progressive
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality.

 

The group of supporters will include
federal and local elected officials, labor
officials, cultural leaders, and progressive
activists. 



 

The Progressive Agenda – a progressive
alternative, of sorts, to the 1994
Republican Contract with America – will
include specific proposals to lift the floor
for working people, support working
parents, and promote tax fairness –
policies that reward work rather than just
wealth.

 

The event stems from a summit that
Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City
in early April, where a group of national
progressive leaders gathered to discuss
ways the country could combat the crisis of
our time -- income inequality.

 

The Progressive Agenda builds upon the
work of dozens of economists, lawmakers,
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is
not meant to be seen as a comprehensive
set of proposals to combat income
inequality, but rather a bold collection of
core policy proposals around which
progressives can organize and mobilize.

 

You are cordially invited to join us at 3pm
on May 12!

 

If you cannot attend in person, we’d still
urge you to sign on to the document.

 

To sign on, please email me back as soon
as possible, preferably no later than
Monday, May 4. 

 



Thanks for your consideration, and feel
free to contact me with any questions or
concerns. 

 

 

The Progressive
Agenda

To Combat Income Inequality

 

 

1. Lift the Floor for Working
People

                                                       
          

· Raise the federal minimum
wage, so that it reaches
$15/hour, while indexing it to
inflation.

· Reform the National Labor
Relations Act, to enhance
workers’ right to organize and
rebuild the middle class.

· Pass comprehensive
immigration reform to grow
the economy and protect
against exploitation of low-
wage workers.

· Oppose trade deals that
hand more power to



corporations at the expense of
American jobs, workers’ rights,
and the environment.

 

 

2. Support Working Families

 

· Pass national paid sick leave.

· Pass national paid family
leave.

· Make Pre-K, after-school
programs and childcare
universal.

· Expand the Earned Income
Tax Credit.

· Allow students to refinance
student loan debt to take
advantage of lower interest
rates.

 

3. Tax Fairness

 

· Close the carried interest
loophole.

· End tax breaks for companies
that ship jobs overseas.

· Implement the “Buffett
Rule” so millionaires pay their



fair share.

· Close the CEO tax loophole
that allows corporations to take
advantage of “performance
pay” write-offs.

 

 

###

 

 

 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 
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From:
Date:
To:
Subject: warren sanders letter (released tomorrow, restricted)





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
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Date:
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

JANUARY: 

The Arizona Republic









New York Times
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Maybe Gore would be opposed to the trade deal for the same reason Sierra Club is?

SIERRA CLUB WEIGHS IN AGAINST TRADE DEAL - Per release: "The Sierra Club launched a 
targeted ad campaign in California, Washington, and Oregon today, exposing the Trans-
Pacific Partnership for its complete lack of transparency and its potential to wreak havoc on 
the health of our air, water, and communities. The ads point to the proposed deal's secrecy 
as well as its provisions that would expedite dangerous fossil fuel exports and extraction and 
give broad new powers to corporations
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi Coleen-
 
Looping you with John Del Cecato who can provide you with all the info you need. Thanks very much
 
Elana
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

When do you think we should do thorough check-in on who has signed, and who has not that we
really need to get after?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

We are locked for Santa Clara on the 14th at 430 PM.
 
Same set up as we did Nebraska and Iowa – remarks and q and a. Greet with
some students.
 
Just wanted to make sure Chiara knew before it went fully public.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
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From:
To:
Subject:
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From:
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Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And I told you yesterday that I spoke to Stiglitz directly about the importance of him
being there and he totally got

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I'm not worried about the Senators. I don't want to lose Stiglitz

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Correct.  My conversation with Felicia (Roosevelt CEO) boiled down
to: "you gotta talk to Team Warren - we’re just doing what they tell
us.”

Let’s wait to see how Geldon responds to my email, and then I may
tap you to talk to EW.  Again, I don’t think it’s necessarily a disaster.
 We could always move our event back, or we could just do as
planned & miss out on a Senator or two.



From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 3:02 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft email

So you couldn't get the Roosevelt folks to solve this? Let me know when I 
need to call Warren

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
I’m going to go ahead & send this in 30 minutes, barring any last minute 
objections

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:58 AM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Draft email

I don’t usually sweat the wording on emails, but since the joint op-ed & our 
relationship with Warren is so important, I wanted to run my draft email to 
Dan Geldon by you before I hit send… 

———

Hey Dan.  Wanted to check in with you on another front.

I know Sen. Warren is going to have Stiglitz brief a number of Senators on his 
work product on 5/12….at 2:45pm?  

The one issue there is that we were planning to gather our group of national 
progressives (electeds, labor leaders, etc.) at the House Triangle to do a 
signing ceremony for our “progressive Contract with America” event at 3pm.  

I wasn’t expecting Sen. Warren to join our press conference (although that 
would totally make our day!!) - BUT, I was concerned that we might lose other 
Senators to the Stiglitz briefing - folks we might otherwise have a chance of 



securing for our press conference.

Was wondering how set in stone the 2:45pm time was - or whether that could 
happen earlier or later?  Or, if it’s totally set, do you think I should move our 
press conference to, say, 4pm?  Just looking for some advice… 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Re-upping this
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

Hillary Clinton: It's time to end the era of mass incarceration

REMARKS AT THE DINKINS FORUM

NEW YORK, NY

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2015





for by















--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders: 'I am
running for president'

MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — Promising to fight what he deems "obscene levels" of
income disparity

"What we have seen is that while the average person is working longer hours for lower
wages, we have seen a huge increase in income and wealth inequality, which is now
reaching obscene levels," Sanders told the AP.

"This is a rigged economy, which works for the rich and the powerful, and is not



working for ordinary Americans. ... You know, this country just does not belong to a
handful of billionaires."

Sanders said he would release "very specific proposals" to raise taxes on wealthy
Americans and corporations, as well as offer tuition-free education at all public colleges
and universities. He touched on his past opposition to free-trade agreements, his
support for heavier regulations of Wall Street and the nation's banking industry, and
his vote against the Keystone XL oil pipeline as a preview of his campaign.



 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Good call!  I will make sure RKK gets all of these

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 11:03 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" 
<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Rolling Stone fact checking

24 incorrect 
First -- we supported state senate dems across board. One competitive race won - Panepinto in buffalo. 

Second  technical: We supported senate democrats efforts writ large thru coalition efforts not specific 
individual campaign committees - except for Marc Panepinto in western New York who won. 

On Apr 29, 2015, at 10:55 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Me too.  I also saw him trying to fix something with it with a paper clip the other day.   
Hysterical. 

On Apr 29, 2015, at 10:29 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

I kinda love the last fact!!

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:24 PM
To: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Mahen Gunaratna 
<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Subject: Fwd: Rolling Stone fact checking

Begin forwarded message:

From: Rebecca Katz <
Date: April 29, 2015 at 9:49:38 PM EDT
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Rolling Stone fact checking

Please forward to Mahen, Andrea, Emma, Phil, MPC, and EL.

Thanks.

There were a few mistakes I already went over with the fact 
checker (like he only served two council terms) and I talked to 
her about CMC's rotation into City Hall, but Mahen -- can you 
comb through this and make sure all is good? Need exact prek 
numbers, etc.  I clarified that they do go to church often and 
consider themselves spiritual, just don't belong.  They need it 
tomorrow.

Andrea/ Emma -- everything check out from meeting? Emma -- 
you good with how they characterize PA work?

MPC/ Elana -- can you please look over the bits about City Hall/ 
his office?  All looks right to me, but just double checking.

Does anyone know Dan Katz?  Mayor should have heads up that 
they spoke.

JDC -- for question 26, no?

If other flags, please speak up asap.  Thanks.

1. Is it better to list the Mayor’s height as 6’5” or 6’6”? I’ve 
seen a fairly humorous article that talks about him being 
actually 6’5 and 7/8 of an inch tall, but which is better as 
shorthand? 



2. The Mayor met with our reporter on the back porch of 
Gracie Mansion, from which can be seen views of the 
East River and the Triborough Bridge. 

3. There are wicker chairs on the porch.
4. There are soccer nets set up in the yard, where the 

Mayor and his wife, Chirlane McCray, occasionally play 
with their son, Dante. 

5. Dante is a high school senior. 
6. Their daughter, Chiara, is currently a junior at Santa Clara 

University in California. 
7. Prior to the announcement of the Mayor’s planned 

progressive version of a 'Contract with America', the 
various members of the group had a meeting that was 
closed to the press. 

8.  The de Blasio family does not belong to a church of any 
kind. 

9. The de Blasio and Mc Cray were married in 1994 by a pair 
of gay ministers. (Just confirming that both ministers 
were gay.) 

10. While serving as NYC’s Public Advocate, de Blasio created 
an entire department of community organizers. 

11. Both of de Blasio’s parents were 44 when he was born. 
12. De Blasio’s father left the family when de Blasio was 

seven. 
13. His brother Steven’s name is spelled STEVEN, not 

STEPHEN. 
14. He was friends, at NYU, with now labor historian Dan 

Katz. 
15. They became friends in 1980 after being separately 

elected to represent their dorms in student government. 
16. They went on to co-found the Coalition for Students 

Rights, which led protests on campus of things like tuition 
hikes. 

17. He studied Latin American politics at Columbia University. 
(Is this what his Masters is in, though? It seems like his 
Masters may be in something else?)

18. After working for Mayor David Dinkins’ campaign in 1989, 
he went on to work as an aide in Mayor Dinkins’ office. 

19. De Blasio met Mc Cray when they were both working for 
Dinkins at City Hall. (Here I’m a little confused, because 
while I have often seen that reported, I also see that Mc 
Cray told Essence in 2013 that she had been working in 
the press office of the NYC Commission on Human Rights 
and was “sent to City Hall.” It’s a little unclear to me if 
that means she was specifically working for Dinkins or 



regularly at City Hall vs. just at City Hall for the day. 
Thanks for any clarification!) 

20. Prior to being elected Mayor, de Blasio served THREE 
terms on the City Council and ONE term as Public 
Advocate. 

21. De Blasio’s signature pre-K program began in September 
2014. 

22. It served 51,000 pre-schoolers at over 1,600 locations. 
23. Richard Buery was the deputy mayor tasked with 

implementing universal pre-K. 
24. De Blasio backed or supported several Democrats 

running in state races outside of New York City in 2014, 
but none of them were able to win their elections. 

25. De Blasio also worked on Dinkins’ 1993 re-election 
campaign. 

26. At the time when our writer spoke to de Blasio, it had 
not yet been decided whether or not the bipartisan 
forum his progressive alliance will hold this year in 
advance of the 2016 election would be in the form of one 
forum, for both major parties, or two separate forums. 
Has that been decided?

27. Oil paintings of past mayors hang in New York’s City Hall. 
28. The portrait of Bloomberg is a photorealistic one of him 

standing in front of a sea of cubicles. 
29. This office floor plan added by Bloomberg remains at City 

Hall. 
30. De Blasio works in his own office on the floor below, at a 

desk previously used by Fiorello La Guardia, who was a 
hero to his family. 

31. There was a Mets jersey in de Blasio’s office when Mark 
visited, as well as a boom box and a stack of CDs. 

32. During one of our writers’ visits, de Blasio was holding a 
meeting to discuss his new housing plan, which included 
Human Resources Administration Commissioner Stephen 
Banks. 

33. Banks was there speaking of tenants’ rights issues. 
34. Emma Wolfe, who is 34, and is the director of 

Intergovernmental Affairs, sat beside him. 
35. She has previously worked at ACORN and as a labor 

organizer. 
36. The Mayor has an old school style flip phone. 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



The Progressive Agenda 
To Combat Income Inequality 

 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People 
  
Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, 
while indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ 
right to organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy 
and protect against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at 
the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the 
environment. 
 

 
2. Support Working Families 

 
Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage 
of lower interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

 
Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take 
advantage of “performance pay” write-offs. 

 
### 

 



Please join us and declare your support for The Progress Agenda to Combat 
Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 3:00pm at the U.S. Capitol Building’s 
House Triangle. 
 
More and more progressive leaders are signing on every day. So far supporters 
include: 

Howard Dean, Former Governor of Vermont & Founder, Democracy for 
America 
Robert Reich, Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy at University of California 
at Berkeley & Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Leo Gerard, President, United Steelworkers  
Larry Cohen, President, Communication Workers of America 
D Taylor, President, UNITE HERE! 
Heather McGhee, Executive Director, DEMOS 
Atima Omara, President, Young Democrats of America 
Jeff Faux, Founder, Economic Policy Institute 
James Parrott, Deputy Director and Chief Economist, Fiscal Policy Institute 
Jeannette Huezo, Executive Director, United for a Fair Economy 
Mike Lux, Co-Founder and President, Progressive Strategies 
Robert Borosage, Co-Director Campaign for America’s Future 
Michael Wessel, President, The Wessel Group 

 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor 
officials, cultural leaders, and progressive activists.   
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 
Republican Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor 
for working people, support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies 
that reward work rather than just wealth. 
 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in 
early April, where a group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss ways 
the country could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality. 
 
The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, 
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive 
set of proposals to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of core 
policy proposals around which progressives can organize and mobilize. 
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document. 
 
To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, preferably no later than 
Monday, May 4.   
 



Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns.   

The Progressive Agenda 
To Combat Income Inequality 

 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People 
  

Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, while 
indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ right to 
organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy and protect 
against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at the expense 
of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment. 

 
2. Support Working Families 

 
Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage of lower 
interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

 
Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take advantage of 
“performance pay” write-offs. 

 
 

### 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Have some other fact check edits, which I’ll send along shortly.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wanted to flag this one, since none of us seems to know who Dan Katz is.  Andrea, can you make sure
MBDB knows that the Rolling Stone reporter tracked down one of his NYT pals & apparently spoke to him?
 
 

He was friends, at NYU, with now labor historian Dan Katz. 
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:24 PM
To: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans,
Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Mahen Gunaratna <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana
Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Rolling Stone fact checking
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Rebecca Katz <
Date: April 29, 2015 at 9:49:38 PM EDT
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Rolling Stone fact checking

Please forward to Mahen, Andrea, Emma, Phil, MPC, and EL.

Thanks.
 

There were a few mistakes I already went over with the fact checker (like he only served two
council terms) and I talked to her about CMC's rotation into City Hall, but Mahen -- can you
comb through this and make sure all is good? Need exact prek numbers, etc.  I clarified that
they do go to church often and consider themselves spiritual, just don't belong.  They need it
tomorrow.



Andrea/ Emma -- everything check out from meeting? Emma -- you good with how they
characterize PA work?

MPC/ Elana -- can you please look over the bits about City Hall/ his office?  All looks right to
me, but just double checking.
 
Does anyone know Dan Katz?  Mayor should have heads up that they spoke.

JDC -- for question 26, no?

If other flags, please speak up asap.  Thanks.

Is it better to list the Mayor’s height as 6’5” or 6’6”? I’ve seen a fairly humorous
article that talks about him being actually 6’5 and 7/8 of an inch tall, but which is
better as shorthand? 
The Mayor met with our reporter on the back porch of Gracie Mansion, from which
can be seen views of the East River and the Triborough Bridge. 
There are wicker chairs on the porch.
There are soccer nets set up in the yard, where the Mayor and his wife, Chirlane
McCray, occasionally play with their son, Dante. 
Dante is a high school senior. 
Their daughter, Chiara, is currently a junior at Santa Clara University in California. 
Prior to the announcement of the Mayor’s planned progressive version of a 'Contract
with America', the various members of the group had a meeting that was closed to
the press. 
 The de Blasio family does not belong to a church of any kind. 
The de Blasio and Mc Cray were married in 1994 by a pair of gay ministers. (Just
confirming that both ministers were gay.) 
While serving as NYC’s Public Advocate, de Blasio created an entire department of
community organizers. 
Both of de Blasio’s parents were 44 when he was born. 
De Blasio’s father left the family when de Blasio was seven. 
His brother Steven’s name is spelled STEVEN, not STEPHEN. 
He was friends, at NYU, with now labor historian Dan Katz. 
They became friends in 1980 after being separately elected to represent their dorms
in student government. 
They went on to co-found the Coalition for Students Rights, which led protests on
campus of things like tuition hikes. 
He studied Latin American politics at Columbia University. (Is this what his Masters is
in, though? It seems like his Masters may be in something else?)
After working for Mayor David Dinkins’ campaign in 1989, he went on to work as an
aide in Mayor Dinkins’ office. 
De Blasio met Mc Cray when they were both working for Dinkins at City Hall. (Here
I’m a little confused, because while I have often seen that reported, I also see that
Mc Cray told Essence in 2013 that she had been working in the press office of the
NYC Commission on Human Rights and was “sent to City Hall.” It’s a little unclear to



me if that means she was specifically working for Dinkins or regularly at City Hall vs.
just at City Hall for the day. Thanks for any clarification!) 
Prior to being elected Mayor, de Blasio served THREE terms on the City Council and
ONE term as Public Advocate. 
De Blasio’s signature pre-K program began in September 2014. 
It served 51,000 pre-schoolers at over 1,600 locations. 
Richard Buery was the deputy mayor tasked with implementing universal pre-K. 
De Blasio backed or supported several Democrats running in state races outside of
New York City in 2014, but none of them were able to win their elections. 
De Blasio also worked on Dinkins’ 1993 re-election campaign. 
At the time when our writer spoke to de Blasio, it had not yet been decided whether
or not the bipartisan forum his progressive alliance will hold this year in advance of
the 2016 election would be in the form of one forum, for both major parties, or two
separate forums. Has that been decided?
Oil paintings of past mayors hang in New York’s City Hall. 
The portrait of Bloomberg is a photorealistic one of him standing in front of a sea of
cubicles. 
This office floor plan added by Bloomberg remains at City Hall. 
De Blasio works in his own office on the floor below, at a desk previously used by
Fiorello La Guardia, who was a hero to his family. 
There was a Mets jersey in de Blasio’s office when Mark visited, as well as a boom box
and a stack of CDs. 
During one of our writers’ visits, de Blasio was holding a meeting to discuss his new
housing plan, which included Human Resources Administration Commissioner
Stephen Banks. 
Banks was there speaking of tenants’ rights issues. 
Emma Wolfe, who is 34, and is the director of Intergovernmental Affairs, sat beside
him. 
She has previously worked at ACORN and as a labor organizer. 
The Mayor has an old school style flip phone.

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

See attached fact-check edits for RKK/Rolling Stone.
 
Still waiting on the lines highlighted in yellow, but for now recommend passing this along.
 
Most articles online (and I believe Mayor himself has said) say that his parents were 44 years old at
the time of his birth. But, based on the birthdates listed in Mayor’s security clearance forms, his
mother technically turned 44 the week after he was born. And his father turned 44 four months
later.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

4 or 5pm tomorrow (Thurs) I think
 

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:53 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Rolling Stone fact checking
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>



Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:24 PM
To: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Mahen Gunaratna
<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael
Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Rolling Stone fact checking

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: Rolling Stone fact checking











From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

For the first three highlighted in yellow, those are all correct. Triborough/RFK Bridge.
 
For the final two in yellow (#10 and #14), those are better posed to MBdB and EW, respectively.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Damn, you’re thorough!  Thanks Mahen
 

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 2:43 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey,
Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Rolling Stone fact checking
 
See attached fact-check edits for RKK/Rolling Stone.
 
Still waiting on the lines highlighted in yellow, but for now recommend passing this along.
 
Most articles online (and I believe Mayor himself has said) say that his parents were 44 years old at
the time of his birth. But, based on the birthdates listed in Mayor’s security clearance forms, his
mother technically turned 44 the week after he was born. And his father turned 44 four months
later.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

4 or 5pm tomorrow (Thurs) I think
 

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:53 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Subject: RE: Rolling Stone fact checking
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:24 PM
To: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Mahen Gunaratna
<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael
Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Rolling Stone fact checking

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: Rolling Stone fact checking







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I’ve emailed him
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Damn, you’re thorough!  Thanks Mahen
 

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 2:43 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey,
Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Rolling Stone fact checking
 
See attached fact-check edits for RKK/Rolling Stone.
 
Still waiting on the lines highlighted in yellow, but for now recommend passing this along.
 
Most articles online (and I believe Mayor himself has said) say that his parents were 44 years old at
the time of his birth. But, based on the birthdates listed in Mayor’s security clearance forms, his
mother technically turned 44 the week after he was born. And his father turned 44 four months
later.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

4 or 5pm tomorrow (Thurs) I think
 

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:53 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Rolling Stone fact checking



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 at 10:24 PM
To: Phil Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Mahen Gunaratna
<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Michael
Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Rolling Stone fact checking

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: Rolling Stone fact checking







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ideally, I’d love to time all of this for Wed since, strategically, I would like to keep Tuesday saved for
the First Lady’s mental health announcements.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I think Warren’s shop might have more success in pitching NYT - but I’m coordinating with
Geldon & will keep you in loop
 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 12:12 PM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Carey,
Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Snyder,
Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Morning Joe!
 

Exactly right. Combining the timing is perfect, and Elizabeth told me last night she's fine with the op-
ed going next week. So let's see if we can get the days to align exactly. Can we start shopping the op-
ed to nyt, then WaPo, then WSJ (hopefully NYT has the wisdom to take it this time)? When should
that happen? Who will do that?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Can you get the updated list of signers, speakers etc sent to me? Thanks.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

In labor leaders alone, you’ve got close to 5 million American workers represented… If we can bring home 
Trumk and Mary Kay, that’s more like 20 million

From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 6:07 PM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: April 30 Status Update: 34 Signers, 14 Attendees

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum
Center for Economic and Policy 
Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Communities for Change Executive Director Deepak Bhargava

Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

Actor Steve Buscemi

CWA President Larry Cohen
National Low Income Housing 
Coalition President Sheila Crowley
Former Governor/Democracy for 
America Founder Howard Dean

Connecticut U.S. Rep, PC Member Rosa DeLauro

Philanthropist/ Fimmaker Abigail Disney

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Steelworkers President Leo Gerard

Center for Media and Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Arizona U.S. Rep, PC Member Raul Grijalva

United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo

Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux

Demos Executive Director Heather McGhee

Economic Policy Institute President Lawrence Mishel

Actor Cynthia Nixon



Young Democrats of America President Atima Omara

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and 
Chief Economist James Parrott

University of California at Berkley Chancellor's Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director of 
Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

Actress Susan Sarandon

AFSCME President Lee Saunders

NAN President Al Sharpton

Unite Here President D Taylor

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

AFT President Randi Weingarten

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hillary Clinton Agrees With Elizabeth Warren On Trade Dispute With
Obama







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I disagree on first blush. I think it says the party is shifting

From
Sent
To
Subject



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

And that may be why you want him, brother

From
Sent
To
Subject

I disagree on first blush. I think it says the party is shifting

From
Sent
To
Subject



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

It is! You should discuss with Mayor today
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
No - that’s good news!
 

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 1, 2015 at 9:38 AM
To: Hayley Prim <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: MSNBC
 

Did Mayor relay to you that Sharpton said he would  help pump up May 12th with the other MSNBC
peeps?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Elana - could you show the mayor the four samples today & have him weigh in?  Otherwise, we’ll just go 
with the steps logo

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 10:07 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA logos

To me it conveyed people climbing the economic ladder. Either works.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I could live with that one, too… Just made me feel a little like we were “up on our soapbox” 
- but that may be a simplistic interpretation
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 8:54 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA logos
 
I like the steps logo, for what its worth.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hey there.  Sources tell me that you wanted to sign off on the logo for TPA.  My preference is the third one 
in this collection of four — the one with the people locking arms.  Adding Elana to print out for you.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

yes
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Elana - could you show the mayor the four samples today & have him weigh in?  Otherwise, we’ll just go
with the steps logo
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 10:07 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA logos
 
To me it conveyed people climbing the economic ladder. Either works.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I could live with that one, too… Just made me feel a little like we were “up on our soapbox”
- but that may be a simplistic interpretation
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 8:54 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA logos
 
I like the steps logo, for what its worth.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hey there.  Sources tell me that you wanted to sign off on the logo for TPA.  My preference is the third one



in this collection of four — the one with the people locking arms.  Adding Elana to print out for you.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I like the California approach - reminiscent of our Worst Landlords Watch List

The other approach, which is very similar to the Bad Business Fee, was originally part of TPA 
- but got cut, I believe because we felt it was a little too small - but we can/should look into 
championing legislation to this effect on the city level & whether that’s feasible.  Seems like 
a sensible policy.

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 1, 2015 at 9:03 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fuleihan, 
Dean (OMB)" <fuleihand@omb.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: NYT: Editorial: Picking Up the Tab for Low Wages

Have we ever considered a policy for NYC that accomplishes what this lead editorial in today’s Times 
addresses? See highlighted sentences near bottom.
 

From:
Sent:
Subject:
 
Editorial: Picking Up the Tab for Low Wages





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

+Tom

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, May 1, 2015 at 2:01 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA & MBDB

Boss would like to do a call at some point to go over branding of TPA (in a word - he isn’t loving the title)… 
Wouldn’t change what we’re calling our “thing” in the leads-up to 5/12 - but he’d like us to hash out what 
we call our movement in the days after 5/12 (which mean we’d have to discuss soon)… I told him we’d 
already discussed & arrived - but he said process was ad hoc (which I interpret to mean he wants to be in 
on it)… 

We should also discuss what we do if/when presidentials ask us to sign on to TPA (O’Malley, Sanders, etc.) 
- how do we handle?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

This article appears in the Spring 2015 issue of
magazine. Subscribe here.

Celebrate our 25th Anniversary with us by clicking here for a free 
download of this special issue.



Most fundamentally, the standard explanation for what has 
happened ignores power.







Do you want to see news done right?

The American Prospect







As a result, economic insecurity became baked into employment.









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Can we add a call with Team TPA for my ride up to the FDNY event? Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

UPDATED: Added Rent Regulations Meeting at 3 PM
 
SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO
CITY OF NEW YORK
Saturday, May 2, 2015
 
WEATHER:       Hi of 68. Low of 52. Partly Cloudy.
ATTIRE:            Business casual
NOTES:            - YOU have 30 mins. to change at the gym
                        - Ronalie will meet YOU at the gym
 
11:00-11:30     TRAVEL FROM GRACIE MANSION EN ROUTE 357 9TH
STREET//COMMUNICATIONS CALL
                        Travel Time:    30 mins.
                                   
11:30-12:30     WORKOUT
                        Location:         357 9th Street
                                   
1:00-1:30         TRAVEL FROM 357 9TH STREET EN ROUTE 1367 FIFTH AVENUE,
MANHATTAN // OFF TOPIC PREP WITH PHIL



                        Travel Time:    30 Minutes
                                                                        
1:30 - 2:30       FDNY CITY-WIDE 150TH ANNIVERSARY COMMUNITY EVENT WITH
COMMISSIONER NIGRO
                        Location:         Engine 58 and Ladder 26, 1367 Fifth Avenue at
114th Street
                        Note:               There is NO speaking program.
                        Note:               YOU are scheduled to do a short gaggle post
greeting folks.
                                   
2:30 - 2:45       TRAVEL FROM 1367 FIFTH AVENUE EN ROUTE GRACIE MANSION
                        Travel Time:    15 mins.
 
2:30 – 2:45      CONFERENCE CALL ON CLERGY
                        Dial-in:            

ID:                       
 
3:00-3:30         RENT REGULATIONS MEETING
                        Location:         Gracie Mansion, The Parlor
 
3:30 - 5:00       BUDGET PRESENTATION PREP
                        Location:         Gracie Mansion, The Dining Room
                                   
5:30 - 6:00       WEEKLY SCHEDULING REVIEW
                        Dial-in:            
ID:                    
                       
PRESS CONFERENCES
To be updated.
 
FLONYC SCHEDULE
No public schedule.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 



 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Can do off-topic on-site with phil. Fairly slow news day

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Can we add a call with Team TPA for my ride up to the FDNY event? Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

UPDATED: Added Rent Regulations Meeting at 3 PM
 
SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO
CITY OF NEW YORK
Saturday, May 2, 2015
 
WEATHER:       Hi of 68. Low of 52. Partly Cloudy.
ATTIRE:            Business casual
NOTES:            - YOU have 30 mins. to change at the gym
                        - Ronalie will meet YOU at the gym
 
11:00-11:30     TRAVEL FROM GRACIE MANSION EN ROUTE 357 9TH
STREET//COMMUNICATIONS CALL



                        Travel Time:    30 mins.
                                   
11:30-12:30     WORKOUT
                        Location:         357 9th Street
                                   
1:00-1:30         TRAVEL FROM 357 9TH STREET EN ROUTE 1367 FIFTH AVENUE,
MANHATTAN // OFF TOPIC PREP WITH PHIL
                        Travel Time:    30 Minutes
                                                                        
1:30 - 2:30       FDNY CITY-WIDE 150TH ANNIVERSARY COMMUNITY EVENT WITH
COMMISSIONER NIGRO
                        Location:         Engine 58 and Ladder 26, 1367 Fifth Avenue at
114th Street
                        Note:               There is NO speaking program.
                        Note:               YOU are scheduled to do a short gaggle post
greeting folks.
                                   
2:30 - 2:45       TRAVEL FROM 1367 FIFTH AVENUE EN ROUTE GRACIE MANSION
                        Travel Time:    15 mins.
 
2:30 – 2:45      CONFERENCE CALL ON CLERGY
                        Dial-in:            

ID:                       
 
3:00-3:30         RENT REGULATIONS MEETING
                        Location:         Gracie Mansion, The Parlor
 
3:30 - 5:00       BUDGET PRESENTATION PREP
                        Location:         Gracie Mansion, The Dining Room
                                   
5:30 - 6:00       WEEKLY SCHEDULING REVIEW
                        Dial-in:            
ID:                    
                       
PRESS CONFERENCES
To be updated.
 
FLONYC SCHEDULE
No public schedule.
 
 



 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yes sir.

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, May 2, 2015 at 4:09 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Chirlane McCray <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Elana Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: MINI Schedule for Sunday, May 3, 2015

Pls add a TPA call tmrw but must include ALL TPA staff and walzak, andrea and rosen. Thanks

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 

SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO
CITY OF NEW YORK
Sunday, May 3, 2015
 
WEATHER:       Hi of 77. Low of 57. Partly Cloudy.
ATTIRE:            Casual
 
11:00 - 11:30  TRAVEL FROM GRACIE MANSION EN ROUTE 357 9TH STREET
                        Travel Time:    30 mins.
                                                                       
11:30 - 12:30  WORKOUT
                        Location:         357 9th Street
                                                           
12:30 - 1:00     TRAVEL FROM 357 9TH STREET EN ROUTE GRACIE MANSION
                        Travel Time:    30 mins.
                                                                                   
12:30 - 1:00     COMMUNICATIONS CALL
                        Press Contact: Monica Klein
                                                           
1:30 - 5:00       WHITESPACE // CALL TIME
                        Location:         Gracie Mansion



                                                           
7:00 - 8:30       
           
PRESS CONFERENCES
To be updated.
 
FLONYC SCHEDULE
No public schedule.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I’ll  send latest in clean email directly to you now

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, May 2, 2015 at 7:48 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "  <
Subject: Re: Tammy B

That's fine. Will get it to Tammy tonight or tmrw

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Got it, will do. I am away from my computer for a bit. Can I send to you tonight?

On Saturday, May 2, 2015, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Smart -- yes. Hayley, pls send me a new email with the latest version and I'll forward it

----- Original Message -----
From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com]
Sent: Saturday, May 02, 2015 07:31 PM
To: B
Cc:  <   <
Subject: Re: Tammy B

I guess that's as good as we can do at this point.  Do you want to email her the latest document 
yourself?  Hayley has the latest.  I think that will move her more than waiting for staff to brief her

> On May 2, 2015, at 7:15 PM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
>



>
> She's upbeat but hasn't been briefed and can't yet commit to the document or the event. We agreed 
staffs would talk and we would resolve next week

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Try to sched call for tmrw and have me cold call his office when I can

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

The other # we had for the original call sheets worked. See if you can locate that

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

This # is disconnected. Send me a better one pls

From
Sent
To
Subject

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim



c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

What's up with John Stocks and Lily Ekelsen Garcia of NEA? If unclear, make me call them. Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum
Center for Economic and Policy
Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Communities for Change Executive Director Deepak Bhargava
Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

Actor Steve Buscemi
National Low Income Housing
Coalition President Sheila Crowley
Former Governor/Democracy
for America Founder Howard Dean
Connecticut U.S. Rep, PC Member Rosa DeLauro

Philanthropist/ Filmmaker Abigail Disney

Minnesota U.S. Rep, PC Member Keith Ellison
Pennsylvania U.S. Rep, PC Member Chaka Fattah
Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Steelworkers President Leo Gerard
Center for Media and
Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Arizona U.S. Rep, PC Member Raul Grijalva
United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo

Texas U.S. Rep, PC Member Sheila Jackson-Lee



Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux
Demos Executive Director Heather McGhee
Economic Policy Institute President Lawrence Mishel

Actor Cynthia Nixon

Young Democrats of America President Atima Omara

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and
Chief Economist James Parrott

University of California at
Berkley Chancellor's Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director of
Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

Actress Susan Sarandon

AFSCME President Lee Saunders
NAN President Al Sharpton
Unite Here President D Taylor

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

AFT President Randi Weingarten
The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley
Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman

Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan
CWA President Larry Cohen

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

+Debbie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Note at the bottom that the now-discredited and disastrous Cali property tax cap has been adopted
by NY's own Andrew Cuomo. This point has not been made clearly enough in the public discourse.
And Dean, pls add Deb Rosen to this thread -- I don't have her govt email

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

The Facebook Effect (On Real Estate Prices)



You can either scale the physical infrastructure of the region or you can move the jobs.
I favor doing both, but it seems obvious that the world is on an inexorable path towards
mass urbanization and that the type of creative and collaborative work done in the
industry today favors density.

The younger generation in tech understands that in a knowledge-based economy, the
value of what is created in Silicon Valley both economically and culturally is in the
network. It depends upon who we can bring and include here — not in physical assets
like a piece of land or a home

their elected political
bodies are incentivized to protect these assets through slow-growth policies and
exclusionary zoning.



Because the infrastructure and housing stock is not
expanding with population growth, people are either getting forced out or are going to
areas that have fewer job opportunities and weaker social mobility. 

But they should build high and they should offer meaningful concessions — in the tens
or hundreds of millions of dollars — for appropriate infrastructure or permanently
affordable housing in a quid pro quo deal for dense, tall and walkable workforce



housing in a mixed-use, mixed-income environment. If they’re successful, they could
demonstrate to the surrounding communities that post-suburbia isn’t so scary after all.
That would be the real Facebook effect.





Numbers- office:  cell: 

Numbers- , scheduler:  cell:

Home Number: 

Cell:

Cell: 

Numbers: cell: ; office: 

Numbers: asst: cell:



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Tom S -- jump in on this pls -- help aaron get it done

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
On Maria Elena, I have two calls and two emails into her, but haven’t gotten any word back.  I was going to 
try her again this afternoon

From: B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 4, 2015 at 10:25 AM
To: "  <
Cc: "'jfdc@akpdmedia.com'" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, John Davis <  AARON 
PICKRELL <  "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Fwd: Calls Tomorrow

What's up with maria elena durazo? Is she signing on? Is she attending? And george gresham?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Friday, May 1, 2015
Subject: Calls Tomorrow
To: Michael Carey <
Cc: Elana Leopold <



Numbers- office: ( cell:

Numbers- , scheduler: , cell: 

Home Number:

Cell:

Cell:

Numbers: cell: office:

Numbers: asst: cell: 



On Thu, Apr 30, 2015 at 4:41 PM, Hayley Prim <  wrote:

On Thu, Apr 30, 2015 at 4:28 PM, Michael Carey <  wrote:
He has time from 9-1230, you should work with EL to see what calls he can do in the AM along with 
his Mayors Call.

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Mayor cranley - cincinnati - LM and emailed TPA

Senator merkeley - LM

John lewis - just spoke with his COS michael collins and sent him the TPA. Definitely interested, but
has to talk to the Congressman

Mayor schaef - oakland - will be in DC and wants to join us pending review of agenda and her sched.
I sent her TPA. Pls follow up with staff

Congresswoman Sanchez -- interested for sure. I emailed her info. Follow up with staff too pls

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

What's up with maria elena durazo? Is she signing on? Is she attending? And george gresham?

From
Sent
To
Subject





Numbers: asst: ; cell:

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Excellent! Thanks

From
Sent
To

Subject

Mariaelena Durazo will sign later today and will attend the May 12 event.



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Says "Progress" NOT "Progressive" -- DO NOT USE. Edit asap and send me new email with
corrected version. Pls proofread in the future

From
Sent
To
Subject

Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support for The
Progress Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 3:00pm at the U.S.
Capitol Building’s House Triangle.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



•

•

The Progressive Agenda

reward work rather than just wealth.

income inequality.

core

sign on to the document.

To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, preferably no later than Monday,
May 4.

The Progressive Agenda

To Combat Income Inequality

• minimum wage,

• right to organize rebuild the
middle class.

• immigration reform
low-wage workers.

• Oppose trade deals more power to corporations



• paid sick leave

• paid family leave

• Pre-K, after-school programs childcare

• Earned Income Tax Credit.

• refinance student loan debt 

• carried interest loophole

•  ship jobs overseas

• “Buffett Rule” 

•  CEO tax loophole

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

UNITE HERE President D Taylor cannot attend on the 12th. He has to be at a Las Vegas membership
meeting about the upcoming contract. It covers 60,000 people so he really can’t avoid since he is
running the meeting. He sends regrets. And feels guilty!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Awesome!

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 4, 2015 at 2:13 PM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim 
<
Subject: TPA

Mariaelena Durazo will sign later today and will attend the May 12 event.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

She quit and has been replaced by Rudy Lopez. I am sure Kim can put you in touch with Rudy.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Bring 'em into the fold, Jeani!

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

We need more faith/civil rights leaders. Who can work on this? Thanks

From
Sent
To
Subject

Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support for The



Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 3:00pm at the
U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle.

•

•

•

•
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•
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•

•
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•
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•

•

•
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•

•
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•

•
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•

•

•

•

•



The Progressive Agenda

reward work rather than
just wealth.

income inequality.

core

sign on to the document.

To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, preferably no later than Monday,
May 4.

The Progressive Agenda
To Combat Income Inequality

• minimum wage,

• right to organize
rebuild the middle class.

• immigration reform
low-wage workers.

• Oppose trade deals more power to corporations

• paid sick leave



• paid family leave

• Pre-K, after-school programs childcare

• Earned Income Tax Credit.

• refinance student loan debt 

• carried interest loophole

•  ship jobs overseas

• “Buffett Rule” 

•  CEO tax loophole

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Excellent! Thanks. But I also mean we should invite leaders of the NAACP, Urban League, Latino
civil rights groups, etc

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Bring 'em into the fold, Jeani!

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



We need more faith/civil rights leaders. Who can work on this? Thanks

From
Sent
To
Subject

Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support for The
Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 3:00pm at the
U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle.
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The Progressive Agenda

reward work rather than just wealth.

income inequality.

core

sign on to the document.

To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, preferably no later than
Monday, May 4.

The Progressive Agenda

To Combat Income Inequality

• minimum wage,

• right to organize
rebuild the middle class.

• immigration reform
low-wage workers.

• Oppose trade deals more power to corporations

• paid sick leave

• paid family leave

• Pre-K, after-school programs childcare



• Earned Income Tax Credit.

• refinance student loan debt 

• carried interest loophole

•  ship jobs overseas

• “Buffett Rule” 

•  CEO tax loophole

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

I can call marc morial at urban league and the new naacp head, as well as latino organization
leaders. Keep doing all you can at the staff level, but add to my call list as needed

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Excellent! Thanks. But I also mean we should invite leaders of the NAACP, Urban League, Latino
civil rights groups, etc

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Bring 'em into the fold, Jeani!

From
Sent
To



Cc

Subject

We need more faith/civil rights leaders. Who can work on this? Thanks

From
Sent
To
Subject

Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support for The
Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 3:00pm at the
U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle.
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The Progressive Agenda

reward work rather than just wealth.

income inequality.

core

sign on to the document.

To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, preferably no later than
Monday, May 4.

The Progressive Agenda

To Combat Income Inequality

• minimum wage,

• right to organize
rebuild the middle class.

• immigration reform
low-wage workers.

• Oppose trade deals more power to corporations



• paid sick leave

• paid family leave

• Pre-K, after-school programs childcare

• Earned Income Tax Credit.

• refinance student loan debt 

• carried interest loophole

•  ship jobs overseas

• “Buffett Rule” 

•  CEO tax loophole

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And the typo only occurred when transferring to copy/paste from Word document

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 4, 2015 at 2:57 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <
Subject: Re: Latest op-ed with Warren

Finally got to read this carefully. This is much better than the previous draft -- clearer for sure. But 2 
points:

- note typo "todevelop" under research section

- note the positive construct around "fair trade" rather than the negative in the TPA re: "oppose 
trade deals..." Although the energy of the word "oppose" has merit as an organizing tool, it really is 
discordant with an otherwise affirmative agenda of what we should do -- not what we should avoid. 
Might want to update that language going forward -- probably better post-May 12, although I'm 
open to argument. Example: I think Toni M would have immediately signed on the "fair trade" 
formulation. Are other potential signatories raising this concern?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
 

American

everyone
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Unless it causes trouble in the coming days, I agree with your conclusion

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Nobody else has raised, that I know of… Happy to rewrite/tweak AFTER May 12th

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 4, 2015 at 2:57 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic 
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <
Subject: Re: Latest op-ed with Warren

Finally got to read this carefully. This is much better than the previous draft -- clearer for sure. But 2 
points:

- note typo "todevelop" under research section

- note the positive construct around "fair trade" rather than the negative in the TPA re: "oppose 
trade deals..." Although the energy of the word "oppose" has merit as an organizing tool, it really is 
discordant with an otherwise affirmative agenda of what we should do -- not what we should avoid. 
Might want to update that language going forward -- probably better post-May 12, although I'm 
open to argument. Example: I think Toni M would have immediately signed on the "fair trade" 
formulation. Are other potential signatories raising this concern?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I have a few  ideas on civil rights leaders.
NAACP Legal Defense Fund Sheralynn Ifill (spelling?)
Barbara Arnwein noted civil rights attorney (until recently the head of the Lawyers Committee for
Civil Rights Under Law)
Karen Narasaki, most notable Asian American civil rights attorney/leader
MALDEF (Mexican American Legal and Defense Fund) – Thomas Saenz President



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

But he has signed on, correct? And we'll use Maria Elena as his representative. Ok with you?

From
Sent
To

Subject

UNITE HERE President D Taylor cannot attend on the 12th. He has to be at a Las Vegas membership
meeting about the upcoming contract. It covers 60,000 people so he really can’t avoid since he is
running the meeting. He sends regrets. And feels guilty!



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I would add that I should offer to join them in other struggles. And that this is a foundation to build 
on. But this is WAY ahead of where the national debate and the two parties are now, so it's a strong 
beginning

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
1.  While we want as many House members as possible, we are also trying to get a broad base of support 
for The Progressive Agenda - from labor leaders, thought leaders, economists, celebrities, etc.  It would be 
VERY difficult to get a lot of those folks if we try to do everything with this document/this effort.  And as 
you’ve probably seen, we already have so many great signers (see list below) - so we don’t want to risk 
losing anyone, either.  It’s the classic organizing conundrum - and you guys know organizing better than 
anybody in politics today, so I know you appreciate it! 

2.  We have three goals: a) big names; b) as many big names as possible; c) as bold a document as 
possible.  This is the broad vision, and we really think it will be the best way to demonstrate a national 
Show of Force that the progressive movement is alive, organized, and mobilized.

3.  That said, we DEFINITELY want individual signers/participants to drill down deeper.  We urge members 
of the Progressive Caucus to do One Minutes on the House Floor in the days following May 12th AND/OR 
introduce specific bills/budget frameworks during that period.  For example, if you support the DeLauro-
Gillibrand legislation on Paid Family Leave - please use this organizing document/event to shine a BRIGHT 
LIGHT on that legislation - and build support for it!

4.  We know we don’t have EVERYTHING that needs to be done to combat income inequality contained in 
this document.  For my part, I will be speaking out on things I'd like to do above and beyond this, and I 
expect that others will as well.  

====

Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support for 
The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 3:00pm 
at the U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle.
 
More and more progressive leaders are signing on every day. So far supporters 
include:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Eileen Appelbaum, Senior Economist, Center 



for Economic and Policy Research
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Dean Baker, Co-Director, Center for Economic 

and Policy Research
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Deepak Bhargava, Executive Director, Center 

for Community Change
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Robert Borosage, Co-Director Campaign for 

America’s Future
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Steve Buscemi, Actor
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Larry Cohen, President, Communication 

Workers of America
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Sheila Crowley, President and CEO, National 

Low Income Housing Coalition
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Howard Dean, Former Governor of Vermont 

& Founder, Democracy for America
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Rosa DeLauro, U.S. Representative from 

Connecticut
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Abigail E. Disney, Filmmaker
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Keith Ellison, U.S. Representative from 

Minnesota
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Chaka Fattah, U.S. Representative from 

Pennsylvania
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Jeff Faux, Founder, Economic Policy Institute
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Lily Eskelsen García, President, National 

Education Association
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Leo Gerard, President, United Steelworkers
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Lisa Graves, Executive Director, Center for 

Media and Democracy/PRWatch/ALECexposed.org
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->George Gresham, President, 1199SEIU
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Raúl Grijalva. U.S. Representative from 

Arizona, Co-Chair Congressional Progressive Caucus
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Arshad Hasan, Executive Director, 

ProgressNow
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Jeannette Huezo, Executive Director, United 

for a Fair Economy
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Sheila Jackson Lee, U.S. Representative from 

Texas
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Mike Lux, Co-Founder and President, 

Progressive Strategies
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Chirlane McCray, First Lady of New York City
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Heather McGhee, Executive Director, DEMOS
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Lawrence Mishel, President, Economic Policy 

Institute



<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Cynthia Nixon, Actor
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Atima Omara, President, Young Democrats of 

America
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->James Parrott, Deputy Director and Chief 

Economist, Fiscal Policy Institute
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Robert Reich, Chancellor’s Professor of Public 

Policy at University of California at Berkeley & Former U.S. Secretary of Labor
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Mark Ruffalo, Actor, Director, Producer & 

Activist
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Jeff Sachs, Economist & Director of the Earth 

Institute at Columbia University
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Bill Samuels, Chairman, EffectiveNY
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Susan Sarandon, Actress, Activist
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Lee Saunders, President, American Federation 

of State, County and Municipal Employees
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reverend Al Sharpton, Founder and President 

of National Action Network
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->D. Taylor, President, UNITE HERE!
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Richard L. Trumka, President, AFL-CIO
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Katrina vanden Heuvel, Editor, The Nation
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Randi Weingarten, President, American 

Federation of Teachers
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Michael Wessel, President, The Wessel Group
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Nan Whaley, Mayor of Dayton, Ohio
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Marjorie E. Wood, PhD, Senior Associate, 

Global Economy Project & Managing Editor, Inequality.org
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Marian Wright Edelman, Founder and 

President, Children’s Defense Fund
 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor officials, 
cultural leaders, and progressive activists. 
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 Republican 
Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor for working 
people, support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies that reward 
work rather than just wealth.
 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in 
early April, where a group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss ways the 
country could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality.
 
The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, 
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive 



set of proposals to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of core 
policy proposals around which progressives can organize and mobilize.
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document.
 
To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, preferably no later than 
Monday, May 4. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns. 

 

The Progressive Agenda
To Combat Income Inequality

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Lift the Floor for Working People   
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it 

reaches $15/hour, while indexing it to inflation.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to 

enhance workers’ right to organize and rebuild the middle class.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass comprehensive immigration reform 

to grow the economy and protect against exploitation of low-wage workers.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Oppose trade deals that hand more power 

to corporations at the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the 
environment.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Support Working Families
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass national paid sick leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass national paid family leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Make Pre-K, after-school programs and 

childcare universal.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Allow students to refinance student loan 

debt to take advantage of lower interest rates.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Tax Fairness
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Close the carried interest loophole.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs 

overseas.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Implement the “Buffett Rule” so 

millionaires pay their fair share.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Close the CEO tax loophole that allows 

corporations to take advantage of “performance pay” write-offs.



 
 

###



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

I would just add that MALDEF and Narasaki may be more open.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 

Then they can stand apart if they wish -- but that's a mistake. And Sharpton didn't see it that way.
Economics is the underlying factor, as Baltimore makes plainly clear

 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 

Some early feedback from civil rights world:
 
nothing in here that addresses criminal justice issues and policing (especially) -- "structural racism relates
to all these issues" - and that is what they are all focused on right now. 
 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 4, 2015 at 4:46 PM
To: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron
PickrellEmail <  John Davis <  Hayley Prim
<  "  <
Subject: Re: TPA
 

All good choices, but make sure we invite the head of the larger NAACP first (the parent
organization). And Tom, pls address these specific ideas to the whole TPA team, as I have here.
Thanks

 

From
Sent
To



Subject
 
I have a few  ideas on civil rights leaders.
NAACP Legal Defense Fund Sheralynn Ifill (spelling?)
Barbara Arnwein noted civil rights attorney (until recently the head of the Lawyers Committee for
Civil Rights Under Law)
Karen Narasaki, most notable Asian American civil rights attorney/leader
MALDEF (Mexican American Legal and Defense Fund) – Thomas Saenz President



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yes, we will sign on - but we want them to go do things in their own districts to amplify and expand the 
effort!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks, coach!

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Um, do we have a website? Or, when will we have one?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
One Minutes on the House Floor

Media appearances

Organizing on the grassroots level

Drive people to website

Apply pressure to local and national colleagues to pass this stuff now

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

You’re organizing mayors on 5/13 to address just this… 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I like Hayley's answer better

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

We will by 5/12!

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 4, 2015 at 5:16 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Hayley Prim <
Subject: Re: Also

Um, do we have a website? Or, when will we have one?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
One Minutes on the House Floor

Media appearances

Organizing on the grassroots level

Drive people to website

Apply pressure to local and national colleagues to pass this stuff now



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Look at that -- great minds think alike!

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
No better way to boost turnout than a bold agenda!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

You kicked ass… Perfect… Just enough love.. And you didn’t leave any room for mischief… WELL DONE… 
And thank you.. 

And next time we’ll get you a conference call line that isn’t so annoying !



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This Mayor’s On Fire!

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 4, 2015 at 5:22 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, John Davis <  Aaron 
PickrellEmail <  "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"  <
Subject: Re: Fwd: Calls Tomorrow

I've spoken to the heads of the House Progressive Caucus and the House Hispanic Caucus. So I need 
to talk to the head of the Congressional Black Caucus. And the Asian Caucus if there is one. And is 
there a Senate Progressive Caucus?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 

On Mon, May 4, 2015 at 10:25 AM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

What's up with maria elena durazo? Is she signing on? Is she attending? And george gresham?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 



---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Friday, May 1, 2015
Subject: Calls Tomorrow
To: Michael Carey <
Cc: Elana Leopold <

Numbers- office: cell:

Numbers- scheduler: cell: 

Home Number:

Cell:

Cell: (

Numbers: cell: office:



Numbers: asst: ; cell: 

On Thu, Apr 30, 2015 at 4:41 PM, Hayley Prim <  wrote:

On Thu, Apr 30, 2015 at 4:28 PM, Michael Carey <  wrote:
He has time from 9-1230, you should work with EL to see what calls he can do in the AM along with 
his Mayors Call.

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

MBDB was fantastic.  Gave a tight opening,
showed the low, allowed enough questions &
answered all of them to participants’ satisfaction,
I believe…



Finished in 25 minutes.

A few notes:

Barbara Lee – asked about racial
justice/Baltimore/how do we elevate.  MBDB
gave solid answer & said we can’t run away from
connection between racial justice and economic
justice.

Shankowsky – what do you want us to do?
MBDB: Organize.  Elevate. (He didn’t tell them
to bring their fellow CPC members with them on
the 12th - and I’m glad about that - because
now I’m worried we may have TOO many people
there in person (and not enough time to
accommodate everyone).  The folks who want to
climb on board & be there in person will find out
- I have no doubt.

Rangel – Mentioned something about trade -
sorta sounded like a half-pitch on behalf of
Obama on trade/half tirade on GOP hating
Obama.  Mentioned infrastructure investment.
MBDB handled well - referenced some things
that Rangel & he had discussed before.  All good.

Ellison – Voter turnout needs to be a part of our
agenda.  BDB agrees - says a bold agenda
is the best way to get people to turn out.

Raul - had a question that I missed, and then he
fell off the call. 

Elana might have noted something I missed, but
there was nobody saying that we weren’t being
bold enough - just folks saying that they wanted
to include other things down the line.  Peace,
love, and harmony.



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support 
for The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 
3:00pm at the U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle. 
 
More and more progressive leaders are signing on every day. So far supporters 
include: 

Eileen Appelbaum, Senior Economist, Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Dean Baker, Co-Director, Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Deepak Bhargava, Executive Director, Center for Community Change 
Robert Borosage, Co-Director Campaign for America’s Future 
Steve Buscemi, Actor 
Larry Cohen, President, Communication Workers of America 
Sheila Crowley, President and CEO, National Low Income Housing Coalition 
Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City 
Howard Dean, Former Governor of Vermont & Founder, Democracy for 
America 
Rosa DeLauro, U.S. Representative from Connecticut 
Abigail E. Disney, Filmmaker 
Keith Ellison, U.S. Representative from Minnesota 
Chaka Fattah, U.S. Representative from Pennsylvania 
Jeff Faux, Founder, Economic Policy Institute 
Lily Eskelsen García, President, National Education Association 
Leo Gerard, President, United Steelworkers  
Lisa Graves, Executive Director, Center for Media and 
Democracy/PRWatch/ALECexposed.org 
George Gresham, President, 1199SEIU 
Raúl Grijalva. U.S. Representative from Arizona, Co-Chair Congressional 
Progressive Caucus 
Arshad Hasan, Executive Director, ProgressNow 
Jeannette Huezo, Executive Director, United for a Fair Economy 
Van Jones, Co-Founder and President, Rebuild the Dream 
Barbara Lee, U.S. Representative from California 
Sheila Jackson Lee, U.S. Representative from Texas 
Mike Lux, Co-Founder and President, Progressive Strategies 
Chirlane McCray, First Lady of New York City 
Heather McGhee, Executive Director, DEMOS 
Jim McGovern, U.S. Representative from Massachusetts 
Lawrence Mishel, President, Economic Policy Institute 
Jerry Nadler, U.S. Congressman from New York 
Cynthia Nixon, Actor 
Atima Omara, President, Young Democrats of America 
James Parrott, Deputy Director and Chief Economist, Fiscal Policy Institute 
Robert Reich, Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy at University of California 
at Berkeley & Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 



Mark Ruffalo, Actor, Director, Producer & Activist 
Jeff Sachs, Economist & Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University 
Bill Samuels, Chairman, EffectiveNY 
Susan Sarandon, Actress, Activist 
Lee Saunders, President, American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees 
Reverend Al Sharpton, Founder and President of National Action Network 
D. Taylor, President, UNITE HERE! 
Linda Tirado, Author 
Richard L. Trumka, President, AFL-CIO 
Katrina vanden Heuvel, Editor, The Nation 
Bonnie Watson Coleman, U.S. Representative from New Jersey 
Randi Weingarten, President, American Federation of Teachers 
Michael Wessel, President, The Wessel Group 
Nan Whaley, Mayor of Dayton, Ohio 
Marjorie E. Wood, PhD, Senior Associate, Global Economy Project & Managing 
Editor, Inequality.org 
Marian Wright Edelman, Founder and President, Children’s Defense Fund 

 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor 
officials, cultural leaders, and progressive activists.   
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 
Republican Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor 
for working people, support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies 
that reward work rather than just wealth. 
 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in 
early April, where a group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss ways 
the country could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality. 
 
The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, 
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive 
set of proposals to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of core 
policy proposals around which progressives can organize and mobilize. 
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns.   

 
The Progressive Agenda 

To Combat Income Inequality 
 



1. Lift the Floor for Working People  
Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, while 
indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ right to 
organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy and protect 
against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at the expense 
of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment. 

 
2. Support Working Families 

Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage of lower 
interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take advantage of 
“performance pay” write-offs. 

 
 

### 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

MBDB was fantastic.  Gave a tight opening,
showed the low, allowed enough questions &
answered all of them to participants’ satisfaction,
I believe…

Finished in 25 minutes.



A few notes:

Barbara Lee – asked about racial
justice/Baltimore/how do we elevate.  MBDB
gave solid answer & said we can’t run away from
connection between racial justice and economic
justice.

Shankowsky – what do you want us to do?
MBDB: Organize.  Elevate. (He didn’t tell them
to bring their fellow CPC members with them on
the 12th - and I’m glad about that - because
now I’m worried we may have TOO many people
there in person (and not enough time to
accommodate everyone).  The folks who want to
climb on board & be there in person will find out
- I have no doubt.

Rangel – Mentioned something about trade -
sorta sounded like a half-pitch on behalf of
Obama on trade/half tirade on GOP hating
Obama.  Mentioned infrastructure investment.
MBDB handled well - referenced some things
that Rangel & he had discussed before.  All good.

Ellison – Voter turnout needs to be a part of our
agenda.  BDB agrees - says a bold agenda
is the best way to get people to turn out.

Raul - had a question that I missed, and then he
fell off the call. 

Elana might have noted something I missed, but
there was nobody saying that we weren’t being
bold enough - just folks saying that they wanted
to include other things down the line.  Peace,
love, and harmony.



Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Congresswoman Yvette Clarke confirmed to me her sign-on and her attendance on may 12

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

I've spoken to the heads of the House Progressive Caucus and the House Hispanic Caucus. So I
need to talk to the head of the Congressional Black Caucus. And the Asian Caucus if there is one.
And is there a Senate Progressive Caucus?

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

What's up with maria elena durazo? Is she signing on? Is she attending? And george gresham?

From
Sent





Numbers: cell: ; office: 

Numbers: asst: ; cell:

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Congresswoman Yvette Clarke confirmed to me her sign-on and her attendance on
may 12

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

I've spoken to the heads of the House Progressive Caucus and the House Hispanic
Caucus. So I need to talk to the head of the Congressional Black Caucus. And the
Asian Caucus if there is one. And is there a Senate Progressive Caucus?

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject





Cell: 

Cell: 

Numbers: cell: ; office: 

Numbers: asst: ; cell:

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I am going after Tom Saenz of MALDEF and Karen Narasaki; so we don’t trip over
ourselves…



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I agree fully!! And this is great. But the moral of the story is: start earlier with op-ed
placement! And don't waste time (or waste as little as possible on the nyt). Well done
in getting us there! Congrats. PS -- need a little clarity re: when specifically it will go live
on Weds online. Want to do my Hillaryland notifications right before. Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 12:36 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: May 4 Update: 48 Signers, 24 Attendees

You got me in trouble with the President of the United States today... And I thank you for it. Means 
we must be doing something right

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
So good.  Already hit our goal for attendees.  We will get to 100 signers by end of week, I am betting

On May 4, 2015, at 9:30 PM, Hayley Prim <  wrote:

Campaign for America's 
Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

Deputy Director and 



Fiscal Policy Institute Chief Economist James Parrott

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum
Center for Economic and 
Policy Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Actor Steve Buscemi

Philanthropist/ Fimmaker Abigail Disney

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Actress Cynthia Nixon
University of California at 
Berkley

Chancellor's 
Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director 
of Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

EffectiveNY Chairman Bill Samuels

Actress Susan Sarandon

Unite Here President D Taylor

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman

United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo
Center for Media and 
Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

Dream Corps Unlimited Van Jones

Economic Policy Institute President Lawrence Mishel

New Jersey
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member Bonnie Watson Coleman

AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

Communities for Change Executive Director Deepak Bhargava

New York
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member Yvette Clarke

National Low Income 
Housing Coalition President Sheila Crowley
Former 
Governor/Democracy for 
America Founder Howard Dean

Connecticut
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member Rosa DeLauro



Minnesota
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member Keith Ellison

Pennsylvania
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member Chaka Fattah

Steelworkers President Leo Gerard
SEIU 1199 President George Gresham

Arizona
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member Raul Grijalva

Texas
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member Sheila Jackson-Lee

Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux
Demos Executive Director Heather McGhee

Massachusetts
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member James McGovern

New York
U.S. Rep, PC 
Member Jerry Nadler

Young Democrats of 
America President Atima Omara
AFSCME President Lee Saunders
NAN President Al Sharpton
NEA Executive Director John Stocks

AFT President Randi Weingarten
Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Author Linda Tirado

Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan
CWA President Larry Cohen

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Attendance still needs star power. Work with me asap to pump up. I'll make lots of calls tmrw.
Let's focus on cultural figures as well

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and
Chief Economist James Parrott

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum
Center for Economic and Policy
Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Actor Steve Buscemi

Philanthropist/ Fimmaker Abigail Disney

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Actress Cynthia Nixon



University of California at
Berkley Chancellor's Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director of
Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

EffectiveNY Chairman Bill Samuels

Actress Susan Sarandon

Unite Here President D Taylor

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman

United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo
Center for Media and
Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

Dream Corps Unlimited Van Jones

Economic Policy Institute President Lawrence Mishel

New Jersey U.S. Rep, PC Member Bonnie Watson Coleman

AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

Communities for Change Executive Director Deepak Bhargava
New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Yvette Clarke
National Low Income Housing
Coalition President Sheila Crowley
Former Governor/Democracy
for America Founder Howard Dean
Connecticut U.S. Rep, PC Member Rosa DeLauro
Minnesota U.S. Rep, PC Member Keith Ellison
Pennsylvania U.S. Rep, PC Member Chaka Fattah
Steelworkers President Leo Gerard
SEIU 1199 President George Gresham

Arizona U.S. Rep, PC Member Raul Grijalva
Texas U.S. Rep, PC Member Sheila Jackson-Lee
Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux
Demos Executive Director Heather McGhee
Massachusetts U.S. Rep, PC Member James McGovern

New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Jerry Nadler

Young Democrats of America President Atima Omara
AFSCME President Lee Saunders



NAN President Al Sharpton
NEA Executive Director John Stocks

AFT President Randi Weingarten
Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Author Linda Tirado

Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan
CWA President Larry Cohen

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Already have request in. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Can we see if we can get them adv copy? This might be fortuitous 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Reporter was wrong. Looks like it pops tomorrow. Will try and see what time so we can heads up
morning joe

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Cool. Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

RKK working on it

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 8:41 AM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Rolling Stone

Can we see if we can get them adv copy? This might be fortuitous 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Reporter was wrong. Looks like it pops tomorrow. Will try and see what time so we can heads up 
morning joe
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 

Cool. Thanks

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Durazo locked in for signature and attendance. Saenz got the document last night , hope to lock

down his signature today; he CANNOT be in DC on 12th. Waiting to hear back from Narasaki.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hayley Prim
c: 





Subject: edited text

Lacey, here's text after my edit. Can you look it over and let me know if you see any 
problems? Length was a concern, and it needed to move more quickly into their program, so 
I tightened up the history section at the top. I don't think we lost anything of substance, and 
you can see may trims in brackets and caps. I also had to trim out the reference to the 
Stiglitz report -- there's just no way for us or readers to evaluate report that isn't actually out 
yet.

Please make any changes in all caps, and I'll send it to be copy-edited as soon as I have your 
reply. Would be good if we could do that by noon. Later in the day we'll run into daily copy, 
and it will force some of the work to tomorrow, which will delay publication.

Best,
Mike

by Elizabeth Warren and Bill de Blasio

In this land of big dreams, there was never a dream bigger or more important than the one 
so deeply rooted in our values that
it became known as the American Dream. Across generations, [NOTES:AND GEOGRAPHY, ] 
Americans shared the belief that hard
work would bring opportunity and a better life. [NOTES:FOR EVERYONE. ] America wasn't 
perfect, but we invested in our kids
and put in place policies to build a strong middle class.

We don't do that anymore, and the result is clear: The rich get richer, while everyone else 
falls behind. The game is rigged,
and the people who rigged it want it to stay that way. They claim that if we act to improve 
the economic well-being of hard-working
Americans - whether by increasing the minimum wage, reining in lawbreakers on Wall Street 
or doing practically anything else
- we will threaten economic growth.

They are wrong.

That thinking is backwards. [NOTES:, AND A NEW REPORT FROM ECONOMIST JOSEPH E. 
STIGLITZ AND THE ROOSEVELT INSTITUTE IS EXPECTED
TO PROVIDE MORE EVIDENCE OF THAT NEXT WEEK.]
[NOTES:IN FACT, ]
[NOTES:AS A GROWING BODY OF RESEARCH SHOWS, ] An increasing disparity between rich 
and poor, cronyism and an economic system
[NOTES:AN ECONOMY ] that works only for those at the [NOTES:VERY ] top are bad for the 



middle class and bad for our economy.

When the economy works for everyone, consumers have money to spend at businesses, and 
when businesses have more customers
they build more factories, hire more workers and sell more products - and the economy 
grows. [NOTES:BUT WHEN CUSTOMERS DON'T
HAVE MONEY, THEY CAN'T BUY, AND THAT MEANS BUSINESSES CAN'T GROW.] For decades, 
our economy was built around this core understanding.
[NOTES:WE EMBRACED THE IDEA THAT WE WERE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER. ] We made big 
investments in the things that would create opportunities
for everyone: public schools and universities; roads and bridges and power grids; research 
that spurred new industries, [NOTES:NEW
] technologies - and [NOTES:NEW ] jobs - here in America. We supported strong unions that 
pushed for better wages and working
conditions, seeing those unions improve lives both for their [NOTES:OWN ] members and for 
workers everywhere, union or not.

And it worked. From the 1930s to the late 1970s, as GDP went up, wages increased more or 
less across the board. [NOTES:IN
FACT, 90 PERCENT OF ALL WORKERS GOT ABOUT 70 PERCENT OF ALL NEW INCOME 
GROWTH. SURE, THE RICHEST 10 PERCENT GOBBLED UP MORE
THAN THEIR SHARE, BUT OVERALL, ] As the economic pie got bigger, pretty much everyone 
was getting a little more. That was
how America built a great middle class.

And then in the early 1980s, a new theory swept the country. Its disciples claimed that if 
government policies took care of
the rich and powerful, wealth would trickle down for everyone else. [NOTES:IN SHORT 
ORDER, ] Trickle-down believers cut taxes
sharply for those at the top and pushed for "deregulation" that hobbled the cops on Wall 
Street and let the most powerful
corporations far too often do as they pleased.

Trickle-down economics failed disastrously. The rich and powerful have become richer and 
more powerful, while everyone else
has been left behind. In the past [NOTES:LAST ] 35 years, the top 10 percent got all the 
growth in income. [NOTES:- ALL
OF IT. ] The rest of America - 90 percent of Americans - got nothing. Zip. Zero.

Government policies matter and can make a difference. Strengthening the American dream 
is about the basics:

l
Make work pay by increasing the minimum wage, empowering unions to bargain collectively, 



ending abusive scheduling practices
for hourly workers, getting people the overtime pay they deserve, ensuring equal pay for 
equal work, and making sure employers
follow the law and respect the rights of workers.

l
End the squeeze on working parents by passing a paid family leave requirement and 
investing in child care, after-school programs
and extended learning days. Let families with children have a chance to balance careers with 
quality time together.

l
Ensure everyone can get a great education without drowning in debt. Rein in the cost of 
college and allow families to refinance
student loans at lower rates. Give every child [NOTES:IN AMERICA ] access to full-day pre-
kindergarten. Education is still
the best ticket to the middle class.

l
Focus on research and innovation needed to develop the technologies of the future. 
Investments in medical and scientific research
let us build whole new industries and give us the chance to create good jobs right here in 
America.

l
Invest in infrastructure - in roads, bridges, rail, water, power and broadband. Businesses 
[NOTES:-AND THE JOBS THEY CREATE-]
can't grow if the foundation crumbles beneath them. A 21st-century economy needs 21st-
century infrastructure.

l
Strengthen and expand Social Security, not just for today's seniors, but for today's young 
people. Work is changing. A strong
Social Security system will ensure that every worker, no matter the number of jobs they 
piece together during their careers,
can count on a secure retirement.

l
Strengthen the rules of the marketplace. We don't build a future by turning the biggest 



banks loose to do whatever they want,
and markets don't create value when corporations can [NOTES:DELIBERATELY ] cheat people 
or roll over their upstart competition.

l
Promote fair trade by embacing [NOTES: - EMBRACE ] only those [NOTES:THE ] trade policies 
that strengthen our economy, create
good jobs with good wages and establish fair rules of the road for companies around the 
world. Our trade agreements shouldn't
help multinational companies gut environmental, health and safety standards here and 
abroad under the guise of promoting commerce.

l
Reform the tax code by ending [NOTES:: END ] the billions in tax breaks for corporations 
shipping jobs overseas and [NOTES:THE
] big oil companies, while [NOTES:AND ] leveling [NOTES:LEVEL ] the playing field so that 
millionaires and billionaires
pay their fair share. [NOTES:THE DEMAND FOR CHANGE IS UNMISTAKABLE. JUST LAST 
MONTH, 60,000 WORKERS IN 200 CITIES TOOK TO
THE STREETS TO FIGHT FOR A HIGHER MINIMUM WAGE. ]

Rebuilding our middle class won't be easy, but real change rarely is. It's time to be bold.

The American dream depends on it.

Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) is a member of the U.S. Senate. Bill de Blasio (D) is mayor of New 
York.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Works for me. Approved

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
A few notes… The folks at the WashPost cut our references to Fight for 15… They cut a bunch of other stuff 
too (none of it essential).  All of this was done for space considerations.  The gist of the op-ed is still totally 
in tact.

We need sign off by noon today at the latest.  I’m fine with it as is.  Everybody else okay?  If so, I will get 
the “agreement” for Phil to sign (I think it should be him & not me).

From: Dan Geldon <
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 10:17 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fwd: edited text

Hi John - can you review asap and fill out the agreement?  We are on a tight fuse it looks like.  They want 
to hear back by noon apparently. 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Rose, Lacey (Warren)" <Lacey_Rose@warren.senate.gov>
Date: May 5, 2015 at 9:38:01 AM EDT
To: "Myers, Mindy (Warren)" <Mindy_Myers@warren.senate.gov>, "  
<
Subject: FW: edited text

From: Larabee, Michael [mailto:Michael.Larabee@washpost.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 9:26 AM
To: Rose, Lacey (Warren)
Subject: edited text



Lacey, here's text after my edit. Can you look it over and let me know if you see any 
problems? Length was a concern, and it needed to move more quickly into their program, so 
I tightened up the history section at the top. I don't think we lost anything of substance, and 
you can see may trims in brackets and caps. I also had to trim out the reference to the 
Stiglitz report -- there's just no way for us or readers to evaluate report that isn't actually out 
yet.

Please make any changes in all caps, and I'll send it to be copy-edited as soon as I have your 
reply. Would be good if we could do that by noon. Later in the day we'll run into daily copy, 
and it will force some of the work to tomorrow, which will delay publication.

Best,
Mike

by Elizabeth Warren and Bill de Blasio

In this land of big dreams, there was never a dream bigger or more important than the one 
so deeply rooted in our values that
it became known as the American Dream. Across generations, [NOTES:AND GEOGRAPHY, ] 
Americans shared the belief that hard
work would bring opportunity and a better life. [NOTES:FOR EVERYONE. ] America wasn't 
perfect, but we invested in our kids
and put in place policies to build a strong middle class.

We don't do that anymore, and the result is clear: The rich get richer, while everyone else 
falls behind. The game is rigged,
and the people who rigged it want it to stay that way. They claim that if we act to improve 
the economic well-being of hard-working
Americans - whether by increasing the minimum wage, reining in lawbreakers on Wall Street 
or doing practically anything else
- we will threaten economic growth.

They are wrong.

That thinking is backwards. [NOTES:, AND A NEW REPORT FROM ECONOMIST JOSEPH E. 
STIGLITZ AND THE ROOSEVELT INSTITUTE IS EXPECTED
TO PROVIDE MORE EVIDENCE OF THAT NEXT WEEK.]
[NOTES:IN FACT, ]
[NOTES:AS A GROWING BODY OF RESEARCH SHOWS, ] An increasing disparity between rich 
and poor, cronyism and an economic system
[NOTES:AN ECONOMY ] that works only for those at the [NOTES:VERY ] top are bad for the 
middle class and bad for our economy.



When the economy works for everyone, consumers have money to spend at businesses, and 
when businesses have more customers
they build more factories, hire more workers and sell more products - and the economy 
grows. [NOTES:BUT WHEN CUSTOMERS DON'T
HAVE MONEY, THEY CAN'T BUY, AND THAT MEANS BUSINESSES CAN'T GROW.] For decades, 
our economy was built around this core understanding.
[NOTES:WE EMBRACED THE IDEA THAT WE WERE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER. ] We made big 
investments in the things that would create opportunities
for everyone: public schools and universities; roads and bridges and power grids; research 
that spurred new industries, [NOTES:NEW
] technologies - and [NOTES:NEW ] jobs - here in America. We supported strong unions that 
pushed for better wages and working
conditions, seeing those unions improve lives both for their [NOTES:OWN ] members and for 
workers everywhere, union or not.

And it worked. From the 1930s to the late 1970s, as GDP went up, wages increased more or 
less across the board. [NOTES:IN
FACT, 90 PERCENT OF ALL WORKERS GOT ABOUT 70 PERCENT OF ALL NEW INCOME 
GROWTH. SURE, THE RICHEST 10 PERCENT GOBBLED UP MORE
THAN THEIR SHARE, BUT OVERALL, ] As the economic pie got bigger, pretty much everyone 
was getting a little more. That was
how America built a great middle class.

And then in the early 1980s, a new theory swept the country. Its disciples claimed that if 
government policies took care of
the rich and powerful, wealth would trickle down for everyone else. [NOTES:IN SHORT 
ORDER, ] Trickle-down believers cut taxes
sharply for those at the top and pushed for "deregulation" that hobbled the cops on Wall 
Street and let the most powerful
corporations far too often do as they pleased.

Trickle-down economics failed disastrously. The rich and powerful have become richer and 
more powerful, while everyone else
has been left behind. In the past [NOTES:LAST ] 35 years, the top 10 percent got all the 
growth in income. [NOTES:- ALL
OF IT. ] The rest of America - 90 percent of Americans - got nothing. Zip. Zero.

Government policies matter and can make a difference. Strengthening the American dream 
is about the basics:

l
Make work pay by increasing the minimum wage, empowering unions to bargain collectively, 
ending abusive scheduling practices
for hourly workers, getting people the overtime pay they deserve, ensuring equal pay for 



equal work, and making sure employers
follow the law and respect the rights of workers.

l
End the squeeze on working parents by passing a paid family leave requirement and 
investing in child care, after-school programs
and extended learning days. Let families with children have a chance to balance careers with 
quality time together.

l
Ensure everyone can get a great education without drowning in debt. Rein in the cost of 
college and allow families to refinance
student loans at lower rates. Give every child [NOTES:IN AMERICA ] access to full-day pre-
kindergarten. Education is still
the best ticket to the middle class.

l
Focus on research and innovation needed to develop the technologies of the future. 
Investments in medical and scientific research
let us build whole new industries and give us the chance to create good jobs right here in 
America.

l
Invest in infrastructure - in roads, bridges, rail, water, power and broadband. Businesses 
[NOTES:-AND THE JOBS THEY CREATE-]
can't grow if the foundation crumbles beneath them. A 21st-century economy needs 21st-
century infrastructure.

l
Strengthen and expand Social Security, not just for today's seniors, but for today's young 
people. Work is changing. A strong
Social Security system will ensure that every worker, no matter the number of jobs they 
piece together during their careers,
can count on a secure retirement.

l
Strengthen the rules of the marketplace. We don't build a future by turning the biggest 
banks loose to do whatever they want,
and markets don't create value when corporations can [NOTES:DELIBERATELY ] cheat people 



or roll over their upstart competition.

l
Promote fair trade by embacing [NOTES: - EMBRACE ] only those [NOTES:THE ] trade policies 
that strengthen our economy, create
good jobs with good wages and establish fair rules of the road for companies around the 
world. Our trade agreements shouldn't
help multinational companies gut environmental, health and safety standards here and 
abroad under the guise of promoting commerce.

l
Reform the tax code by ending [NOTES:: END ] the billions in tax breaks for corporations 
shipping jobs overseas and [NOTES:THE
] big oil companies, while [NOTES:AND ] leveling [NOTES:LEVEL ] the playing field so that 
millionaires and billionaires
pay their fair share. [NOTES:THE DEMAND FOR CHANGE IS UNMISTAKABLE. JUST LAST 
MONTH, 60,000 WORKERS IN 200 CITIES TOOK TO
THE STREETS TO FIGHT FOR A HIGHER MINIMUM WAGE. ]

Rebuilding our middle class won't be easy, but real change rarely is. It's time to be bold.

The American dream depends on it.

Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) is a member of the U.S. Senate. Bill de Blasio (D) is mayor of New 
York.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Terrific. Sign? Attend? Or both?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Right on… Remind them that Mary Kay Henry is now on board
 

From: John Davis <
Reply-To: John Davis <
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 10:34 AM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, jeani murray <  Aaron
PickrellEmail <  "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Game Plan Today
 

Brad Bauman (former
CPC ED) and I did a call this morning. He has since sent a follow up email
to all CPC offices. I will call through the Members who were on the call
this morning. We will pick these folks up throughout the week but it is
very likely we will get several Members showing up without RSVPing.

I am happy to call but I do not have a relationship
with her or anyone at La Raza. Please instruct if you still want me as lead.

Her Chief of Staff and I just spoke. Her team had



a discussion about TPA last night and is meeting with her this afternoon.  I am supposed
to hear back as soon as that meeting concludes.

I have not heard back from her staff.

I have not heard back from his staff.

Harkin cannot attend but he and I are speaking again this
afternoon. I am sure he will add his name and he would like to do something else. Should
we ask him to do an op-ed?

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From
Sent
Subject

Kirsten Gillibrand and Rosa DeLauro have the best parental leave proposal in Congress
today





 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Democrats to hold 6 debates during
primary contest
 May. 5, 2015 12:08 PM EDT

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hayley pls get me his contact info

From
Sent
To

Subject

I think a call to Franken wouldn’t hurt… His team is still digesting the document - so
maybe a little friendly reminder that we’d like a yes on signing/appearing would help light
a spark

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 12:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail <
John Davis <  Hayley Prim <
"  <  "Snyder, Thomas"
<TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: <no subject>

Excellent!! Well done! And now should I call Franken, or do you guys have it under control?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

Senator Merkley is in - signing & attending !



Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hey Erick.  Nice to e-meet you.  Happy to chat on email or phone - numbers below.  Thanks!

John F. Del Cecato
Partner/Creative Director
AKPD Message and Media
915 Broadway, Suite 1301
New York, NY  10010
212-529-5775 (office)
212-529-0545 (fax)
917 685 4819 (mobile)

From: Hayley Prim <hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 2:59 PM
To: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Garcia Luna, Erick" <Erick.Garcia.Luna@minneapolismn.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: RE:

Hi Erick,

I think it would actually be best for you to connect directly with John del Cecato, who is working on The 
Progressive Agenda with me and is copied here. He can speak more in detail on the trade piece.

Let me know if I can be helpful moving forward. Thanks!

On Tue, May 5, 2015 at 1:09 PM, Gann, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
Erick,

Connecting you here with Haley on the team. She will be able to go into more depth on the trade piece.

Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912



Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Garcia Luna, Erick [mailto:Erick.Garcia.Luna@Minneapolismn.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 11:46 AM
To: Gann, Georgia; Yazgi, Stephanie
Subject: RE: RE:

Just got to my desk, call my cell phone when you have a minute.

Thank you!

Erick Garcia Luna
Senior Policy Aide - Economic Development
 
City of Minneapolis - Office of Mayor Betsy Hodges
350 S. Fifth St. - Suite 331
Minneapolis, MN 55415
 
Office: 612-673-2465
Cell: 612-352-7858
erick.garcia.luna@minneapolismn.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Gann, Georgia [mailto:GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 10:28 AM
To: Yazgi, Stephanie; Garcia Luna, Erick
Subject: RE: RE:

Erick - yes, I was thinking EST, too. Let me know if you want to connect in a couple, or if a later time 
works better for you.

I'm at my desk:  (202) 624-5912

Let's you and I connect and I can loop steph in later!

Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor



Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Yazgi, Stephanie
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 11:06 AM
To: Garcia Luna, Erick; Gann, Georgia
Subject: RE:

Was thinking EST.
Sorry...
________________________________________
From: Garcia Luna, Erick [Erick.Garcia.Luna@Minneapolismn.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 11:06 AM
To: Gann, Georgia
Cc: Yazgi, Stephanie
Subject: Re: RE:

Is that CST?

Sent from my iPhone

> On May 5, 2015, at 10:01 AM, Gann, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
>
> I'm hopping on a call at 11 but one of us can connect after! Does 11:30 work for you? What's the best 
number?
>
> Georgia B. Gann
> Senior Legislative Advisor
> Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist New York City Office of
> Federal Affairs
> 1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
> Tel. (202) 624-5912
> Cell. (347) 497-1740
> ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
>
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Garcia Luna, Erick [mailto:Erick.Garcia.Luna@Minneapolismn.gov]
> Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2015 10:28 AM
> To: Gann, Georgia



> Subject:
>
> Can we talk about the progressive agenda in a few minutes?
>
> Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Hayley Prim
Hilltop Public Solutions



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

OK. Since you want a videographer for the 12th (correct? As opposed to a still photographer), please
find one locally so we can reduce our NY footprint. And can you inform Aaron of that change or
should someone else?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hayley (who’s at Hilltop) had someone who could film in lieu of Aaron, I believe.
 
I don’t know what the needs were for 5/13.  It could be that the mayor/Stephanie Yazgi would want
someone to film that day too.
 
Another option is AKPD's producer, Sarah Hegeman, could find someone who’s local to DC to shoot for us.
 
So there are a lot of options!
 
 
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 2:58 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: DC
 
So with Aaron Cahan, does he need to stay overnight since he is dedicated to the May 12 action
only. Alternatively, could Hilltop or akpd provide a videographer for reimbursement?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ill chase it down with andrea. 9 is too many people to send to DC. If we need a videographer for the

12th, it seems we could reimburse Hilltop or someone locally for the cost,  instead of adding to
mayoral retinue.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hayley (who’s at Hilltop) had someone who could film in lieu of Aaron, I believe.
 
I don’t know what the needs were for 5/13.  It could be that the mayor/Stephanie Yazgi would want
someone to film that day too.
 
Another option is AKPD's producer, Sarah Hegeman, could find someone who’s local to DC to shoot for us.
 
So there are a lot of options!
 
 
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 2:58 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: DC
 

Hayley Prim
c: 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and
Chief Economist James Parrott

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum
Center for Economic and Policy
Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Netroots Nation Executive Director Raven Brooks

Actor Steve Buscemi

Actor Alan Cumming

Philanthropist/ Fimmaker Abigail Disney

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Actress Cynthia Nixon
University of California at
Berkley Chancellor's Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director of
Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

EffectiveNY Chairman Bill Samuels

Actress Susan Sarandon

Unite Here President D Taylor

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman

United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo
Center for Media and



Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

Dream Corps Unlimited Van Jones

Economic Policy Institute President Lawrence Mishel

New Jersey U.S. Rep, PC Member Bonnie Watson Coleman

AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

SEIU President Mary Kay Henry

Communities for Change Executive Director Deepak Bhargava
New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Yvette Clarke
National Low Income Housing
Coalition President Sheila Crowley
Former Governor/Democracy
for America Founder Howard Dean
Connecticut U.S. Rep, PC Member Rosa DeLauro

Unite Here
Former President, LA
County Maria Elena Durazo

Minnesota U.S. Rep, PC Member Keith Ellison
Pennsylvania U.S. Rep, PC Member Chaka Fattah
Steelworkers President Leo Gerard
SEIU 1199 President George Gresham
Arizona U.S. Rep, PC Member Raul Grijalva
Texas U.S. Rep, PC Member Sheila Jackson-Lee
Progressive Congress President Gabriela Lemus
Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux
Demos Executive Director Heather McGhee
Massachusetts U.S. Rep, PC Member James McGovern
Oregon U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley
New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Jerry Nadler
Young Democrats of America President Atima Omara
AFSCME President Lee Saunders
Illinois U.S. Rep, PC Member Jan Schakowsky
NAN President Al Sharpton
NEA President Lily Garcia
AFT President Randi Weingarten
Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Author Linda Tirado



Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan
CWA President Larry Cohen

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Attached please find the Rolling Stone article (embargoed till tomorrow but we know Morning Joe
has it). I have a printed copy for you.
 
Overall, I think it is strong. It makes the point clear that you are committed to engaging in a national
conversation on a progressive vision/values and it also allows a bit of insight into your background
and the influence your history has on your ideological positions (ex. going to Nicaragua, etc)
 
Since I know you will ask, the  one downside is that I wish the reporter had not spent so much time
on Bloomberg v. de Blasio and spent more time actually talking substantively about the programs
this administration is pursuing. Pre-K, affordable housing, etc is too much of a side note. But, then
again, it is Rolling Stone magazine.
 
It gets your message across and tomorrow we can hammer it home
 
p.s. The First Lady is called a “radical feminist”, which I LOVE!!!!
 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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O
ne afternoon in 
early April, New York 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 
strode onto the back 
porch of Gracie Man-
sion, the Upper East 
Side mayoral resi-

dence, to bask in the city’s first truly warm 
day of spring. It had been an exacting win-
ter, and as de Blasio folded his long frame 
into a wicker chair, he announced merri-
ly, “It’s my first outdoor meeting of 2015!” 
When the weather suits, the mayor likes to 
do business out here, taking advantage of 
the spectacular view of the East River and 
the Triborough Bridge. A pair of soccer 
nets have been set up on the lawn, where 
de Blasio and his wife, Chirlane McCray, 
occasionally kick a ball around with their 
son, Dante, a high school senior.

At six feet five, de Blasio is the tall-
est mayor in New York’s history, and 
most chairs aren’t exactly built to fit his 
kind. Seated, he often winds up looking 
crouched and angular, as if he’s mental-
ly readying himself for an especially dif-
ficult yoga pose. At political events, where 
he’s required to stand beside other speak-
ers or greet constituents, he has the cour-
teous giant’s habit of stooping slightly. His 
rhetorical focus can make him seem in-
tense: His hooded eyes and hawkish fea-
tures conjure a bird of prey, and his voice, 
despite its swallowed timbre, has a tough, 

Bill de Blasio 
is trying to 
remake 
America’s 
biggest city – 
and he doesn’t 
plan to stop 
there
By Mark Binelli

’s Crusade
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to the millions of struggling New Yorkers 
who looked at the post-9/11 gilded-age ex-
cess all around them – the stratospheric 
rents and impossibly high cost of living, the 
bank branches and chain stores squeezing 
out local mom-and-pops, the very skyline 
remade by gleaming new high-rises ca-
tering to hedge-funders and Chinese and 
Russian billionaires – and worried it could 
permanently transform the greatest city in 
the world into an open-air luxury mall for 
the global super-rich. “It was clear that the 
zeitgeist was turning,” says Brooklyn City 
Councilman Jumaane Williams. “While 
some people hedged, he just fully and to-
tally embraced it.”  

Longtime political consultant George 
Arzt, who worked as press secretary under 
Mayor Koch, had run de Blasio’s previ-
ous public-advocate campaign. “What I 
remember from that race was that Mark 
Green was way ahead of us – we were in 
single digits and Green was over 40 – and 
I thought, ‘Oh, boy, this is gonna be a long 
ride,’ ” Arzt recalls. “But Bill was so confi-
dent that this was not only doable but in-
evitable. He kept on saying, ‘No one knows 
us, so we’re going to rise and he’s going to 
fall.’ And it was true.” 

Bloomberg lashed out at de Blasio dur-
ing the campaign, and there are whispers 
that Bloomberg’s people are already think-
ing about possible challengers to de Bla-
sio in the next election: Eva Moskowitz, 
perhaps, who runs the Success Academy 
charter schools, or Daniel Doctoroff, a dep-
uty mayor under Bloomberg. “I hear differ-
ent things from the Bloomberg camp,” one 
insider tells me. “I think they were taken 
aback at de Blasio’s inauguration, when 
Bloomberg was on the podium and speak-

ers were just up there reaming him.” (New 
York under Bloomberg was described by 
one pastor as a “plantation” and by incom-
ing Public Advocate Letitia James as “a 
gilded age of inequality.”) “It was unbeliev-
ably graceless,” says Haberman. “Nobody 
was tougher than me on Bloomberg, but, 
my God! You would’ve thought we were 
driving Adolf Hitler out of City Hall.” 

Since the inauguration, Bloomberg has 
maintained a policy of not commenting 
on his successor, one which extends to his 
former administration officials. Wolfson, 
who served as a spokesman for Bloomberg   
and is a current employee of the Bloomberg 
Foundation, will only say, “Mike Bloom-

berg was the best mayor in the city’s his-
tory, so anytime you hear criticism, espe-
cially if it’s not accurate, it’s frustrating.” 
Why, then, I wonder, was de Blasio’s line 
of attack on Bloomberg so successful? “I 
like Bill,” Wolfson says. “I have nothing 
but good things to say about him person-
ally. My analysis is, it was effective to win 
40 percent of the vote in a Democratic pri-
mary. That’s how I would characterize it.”

A  
series of oil paintings 
of mayors past adorns New 
York’s City Hall. The offi-
cial painting of Bloomberg, 
which hangs alongside 

more-traditional portraits of Dinkins and 
Giuliani, is a telling one: The photorealist 
image of the mayor standing triumphantly 
before a sea of cubicles – Bloomberg having 
famously transformed the working spaces 
of City Hall into an open-air bullpen rem-
iniscent of a Wall Street trading house – 
could have been commissioned for a cover 
of Fortune. 

De Blasio kept the bullpen, though he’d 
mocked it during the campaign as leaving 
Bloomberg “surrounded by the voices of 
his inner circle . . . unable to hear the voic-
es of the people.” Unlike Bloomberg, who 
worked at his own bullpen desk, de Bla-
sio keeps a traditional office on the floor 
below, where he sits at the desk original-
ly used by his hero Fiorello La Guardia. A 
Mets jersey is draped over a chair, and a 
short stack of CDs sits next to a boombox. 
(This reporter, seated across the room, 
cannot say if the stack contains Marley’s 
Rastaman Vibration.) 

On this April morning, de Blasio has 
gathered the voices of his own inner cir-

cle to talk about his new hous-
ing plan, perhaps the most diffi-
cult piece of his agenda. Under 
Bloomberg, in particular, devel-
opers were handed the keys to the 
city, resulting in rapid gentrifica-
tion and a mass displacement of 
longtime residents. 

De Blasio, in blue shirtsleeves 
and a red tie, ate a yogurt parfait 
from a takeout container as he lis-
tened to Human Resources Ad-
ministration Commissioner Steve 
Banks describe various tenants’-
rights issues. (Before his appoint-
ment, Banks was an activist law-
yer who had been suing the city 
over its homeless and welfare pol-
icies since the mid-Eighties.) De 
Blasio has a proactive, communi-
ty-organizer’s approach to reach-
ing his neediest constituents. His 
political fixer, Emma Wolfe, New 
York’s 35-year-old director of In-
tergovernmental Affairs, sits be-
side him; prior to City Hall, she 
worked at ACORN. The mayor 

steered the meeting and asked sharp ques-
tions throughout, pausing once to answer 
an incoming call on an old flip phone in his 
shirt pocket. 

There’s a larger point, of course, to de 
Blasio’s economic program, beyond the 
primary – and laudable – goal of making 
New York a more equitable place for all. In 
a sense, the mayor is attempting to unspool 
a stubborn myth, the one that goes: The 
failures of Great Society liberalism led to 
the chaotic, ungovernable New York of the 
Seventies and Eighties, and it took stern 
Republican daddy figures like Giuliani and 
Bloomberg to make things right again. It 
all takes us back to a hoary, but enduring, 
question: Can progressives govern? 

In de Blasio’s case, the answer thus far 
is clearly yes. It’s still too early to say much 
about his affordable-housing plan, but the 
municipal-ID program has been a huge 
success; more than 100,000 New York-
ers have applied since its launch in Janu-
ary. Ditto universal pre-K, which got on-
line last fall, after de Blasio 
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had been in office for only 
eight months, servicing 53,000 preschool-
ers at nearly 1,700 locations, a massive un-
dertaking that went off seamlessly (espe-
cially compared to, say, the Affordable Care 
Act website launch).  

De Blasio, for his part, takes issue with 
the popular narrative of New York’s resur-
gence. When we talk about the credit Rudy 
Giuliani gets for making New York safe 
and livable again – which de Blasio consid-
ers pure myth – I ask how much the former 
mayor’s outsize, room-filling personality 
contributed to his success. “I don’t 100 per-
cent buy into that theory,” he says. “I agree 
that he was good at selling himself, and a 
lot of media over-accepted his version of 
the story. So, yeah, do you give him cred-
it for figuring out a way to get more cred-
it than he deserves? Sure, if that’s credit. 
We’ve proven not only was my model more 
electorally popular than his – by a lot – but 
that you can manage this place much more 
effectively if you’re not in fact creating divi-
sion through the process.” 

Likewise, de Blasio has problems with 
the notion that arose during Bloomberg’s 
tenure that his personal fortune allowed 
him to sidestep the temptations of influen-
tial donors. “Part of that was hype because 
he still had favorites, and a clear free-mar-
ket worldview,” de Blasio says. “I mean, for 
God’s sake, when there was a critical op-ed 
in The New York Times about Goldman 
Sachs, he went to Goldman and gave a pep 
talk to the employees! When a struggling 
school was having troubles in East New 
York, he didn’t go there and give a pep talk. 
This theory that he traveled in no world in 
particular – even just the social dynam-
ic of the people he hung around with all 
the time meant that it didn’t matter if they 
gave him money or not. They were still 
hugely influential to him.”  

Under de Blasio, the nexus of power has 
certainly undergone a dramatic shift, from 
the Upper East Side to brownstone Brook-
lyn. Richard Buery, the deputy mayor who 
implemented universal pre-K, had been 
living in Westchester County when he was 
hired and so had to move his family into the 
city. When I asked where, he says, smiling, 
“Park Slope, of course. It’s a requirement.” 

The de Blasio family didn’t move into 
Gracie Mansion until six months after he 
took office. His old friend Dan Katz re-
calls going to a Park Slope coffee shop last 
summer. “And Bill’s there, in shorts and a 
T-shirt. And I said, ‘I can’t believe you’re 
here.’ And he said, ‘Why?’ And I said, ‘Be-
cause you’re the mayor of New York.’ ” 

These are superficial points of geogra-
phy, of course. But also not. Park Slope 
represents, in its most caricatured form, 
a certain smug strain of contemporary 
New York liberalism: the land of food 
co-ops and yuppie toddlers wearing lit-
tle Ramones T-shirts. “I’ve always found 

him very affable,” says Haberman. “But as 
mayor, there’s a sanctimony in his admin-
istration that is impossible for many peo-
ple to get past.” Adds someone who has 
worked closely with de Blasio, “He’s very 
headstrong, and on a lot of answers, he’ll 
say, ‘Yeah, yeah, I know all that.’ ”

As de Blasio embarks on his national 
crusade, one has to wonder: Regardless of 
the validity of his message, is the mayor an 
imperfect messenger? As with President 
Obama, there’s an unattractive, imperi-
ous side to his personality that manifests 
in little flashes: a conversational tendency 
to drift toward lecture, unconcealed impa-
tience with lines of inquiry he disapproves 
of. He’s also chronically tardy, a trait cov-
ered pretty much exclusively by the tab-
loids at first but eventually becoming pro-
nounced enough to merit a story in the 
Times. (When de Blasio showed up a half-
hour late for a St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
Far Rockaway, Queens, an area hit hard by 
Hurricane Sandy, the right-wing New York 
Post dressed him up as a leprechaun for the 
front page under the headline st. putz.) 

De Blasio may be a canny tactician, a 
scholar of progressive history, perhaps 
even a visionary. But populism also re-
quires firing up a crowd, and it’s not clear 
if de Blasio has that touch. Or, for that mat-
ter, if he’s simply too far to the left for huge 
swaths of the country. The mayor “is toxic” 
in upstate New York, insists Rep. Borelli, 
the Staten Island Republican. “His mes-
sage has a tough enough time resonating in 
outer boroughs. He got involved in sever-
al 2014 state races north of the Bronx, and 
they lost them nearly to a man.”

A ll that said, de blasio de-
serves tremendous credit for the 
way in which he’s willing to use his 

bully pulpit – really, unlike few other poli-
ticians operating at his level. One morning 
in early March, he gave a breakfast speech 
to a group of business and real-estate lead-
ers called the Association for a Better New 
York. The setting was the grand ballroom 
of the tony Pierre Hotel, overlooking Cen-
tral Park, and from the back of the room, 
it grew quiet enough to hear the silverware 
clinking as the mayor, not a naturally great 
speaker to begin with, audaciously called 
on the assembled one-percenters to volun-
tarily raise the minimum wage in the city 
to $13 an hour. The applause he received 
was polite but restrained. 

The speech was interesting for a couple 
of reasons – not least, because of its clear 
echo of a crucial moment in the campaign 
of candidate de Blasio. In October 2012, he 
gave a speech to the same group and an-
nounced his plan to raise taxes on wealthy 
New Yorkers to fund universal pre-K. “I 
happened to have a finance-committee 
meeting for my campaign the day before 
that speech, and I couldn’t tell them what 
I was going to do because it was just too 
high-security,” de Blasio recalls. “And I had 

people who happened to be wealthy call 
the next day and resign from the finance 
committee, and others who just stopped 
participating, and others who grudging-
ly participated but told me I had made a 
fatal error.”

The minimum-wage speech, in asking 
the local captains of industry to volun-
tarily join his crusade, was also a tacit ac-
knowledgment of the difficulty of making 
a major impact on the economic lives of 
constituents, even for an executive-branch 
leader with as much power as the mayor of 
New York. At one of his first press confer-
ences as mayor, de Blasio described his tax 
on the wealthy as “the number-one pro-
posal I put forward in an election that I 
won with 73 percent of the vote. I think 
the jury is in.” But a few months later, it 
had been killed by Gov. Cuomo, who prob-
ably didn’t want to be seen as raising taxes 
during an election year, though he still pro-
vided full funding for de Blasio’s univer-
sal-pre-K plan. De Blasio was widely por-
trayed as the loser of that battle, though 
when I ask if those optics matter, he snaps, 
“That’s inside baseball. The people see that 
they got pre-K. They don’t care how it hap-
pened, and I don’t blame them. There was 
a lot of support for a tax on the wealthy – it 
was clearly a majority position in this city 
– and if we’re just talking about the will of 
the people, it would have happened. But in 
the end, we got the mission done.” 

Still, he learned a valuable lesson about 
the levers of power, and he’s convinced 
that putting pressure on state and nation-
al political leaders is the only way to com-
prehensively address income inequality. 
He says he was “troubled by the results” of 
the 2014 midterms – enough to write an 
op-ed for the Huffington Post calling for 
Democrats to stop trying to run as Repub-
lican Lites. “As a progressive,” he wrote, “I 
know my party need not search for its soul 
– but rather, its backbone.” When I ask how 
much of the op-ed was directed at Pres-
ident Obama, de Blasio says carefully, “I 
would differentiate his words and actions. 
In terms of his words, I very much appreci-
ated the last State of the Union, which was 
a very powerful road map for addressing 
these issues. But I certainly believe there 
should’ve been a focus on economics much 
earlier. I don’t belittle the crisis he walked 
into. And one of the few things in the last 
decades that has tangibly addressed the in-
come-inequality crisis has been the Afford-
able Care Act. But where I would be criti-
cal is that the progressive economic vision 
that I adhere to was not front and center 
in President Obama’s vision. Though, by 
the way, let’s be fair – he didn’t promise it.” 

There have been some cynical whispers 
about de Blasio’s refusal to endorse Hill-
ary Clinton, given his historic closeness to 
both her and her husband, with some won-
dering if it’s all political theater, a bit of 
pro-wrestling-style manufactured heat in 
which de Blasio will game-
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Mayor is on Morning Joe tomorrow. Please send link to the segment to this chain as soon as it airs
tomorrow morning.
 
Thanks,
 
Mahen
 
--
 
7:15 - 7:30 AM LIVE ON MORNING JOE

  Location: 30 Rockefeller Plaza - Studio 3A

  Press Contact: Phil Walzak

  Telephone:
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Flashback: May 2003.  Quinnipiac. Job performance: 32% for MRB.
 

BUDGETS IN CRISIS: CITY
HALL MEMO; No Politician?
The Polls Agree With the
Mayor







 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 

I find that weird. But it's also not a good polling outfit. And this too shall pass

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Tonight at 6 pm
532 RVs
4.2% MoE
 
City
49 wrong track
45 right track
 
 
 
Job performance
 
44 – Excellent or good



34 – Fair
18 – Poor
 
Job performance in March 2014 poll.  Excellent or good – 39%
 
 
Re-elect: yes, 47-42
Whites: 61 no
Blacks: 66 yes
Latino: 58 yes
 
Are polices historic and transformative: 53 no
 
Character trait battery (honest, leader, fights for me, etc :  all pretty good, don’t have #s)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

D Taylor: dtaylor@unitehere.org
Lee Saunders: lsaunders@afscme.org
Larry Cohen: lcohen@cwa-union.org
 
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Indeed. NCLR is top Latino brand in country.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Update - Mike Lux says Merkley COS is still very interested - no hard answer yet
 

From: John Davis <
Reply-To: John Davis <
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 10:23 AM
To: Hayley Prim <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
jeani murray <  Aaron PickrellEmail
<  "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Game Plan Today
 

Brad Bauman (former CPC ED) and I did a call this morning. He
has since sent a follow up email to all CPC offices. I will call
through the Members who were on the call this morning. We
will pick these folks up throughout the week but it is very likely
we will get several Members showing up without RSVPing.

I am happy to call but I do not have a
relationship with her or anyone at La Raza. Please instruct if you
still want me as lead.

Her Chief of Staff and I just spoke. Her team



had a discussion about TPA last night and is meeting with her this afternoon.
I am supposed to hear back as soon as that meeting concludes.

I have not heard back from her staff.

I have not heard back from his staff.

Harkin cannot attend but he and I are speaking again
this afternoon. I am sure he will add his name and he would like to do
something else. Should we ask him to do an op-ed?

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hysterical… 

Also, SHE meant Del Cecato… (Who the hell starts their last name with a lowercase letter??)

From: <Klein>, Monica <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 7:28 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: John Lasecada is here for a 5:45 with the Mayor

 
 
Monica Klein |Deputy Press Secretary |Mayor’s Press Office
o: (212) 788-2969 |c: (917) 324-3297 | twitter: @monicacklein

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
They mean del Cecato...

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Police Desk <PDesk@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: May 5, 2015 at 5:36:36 PM EDT
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: John Lasecada is here for a 5:45 with the Mayor

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

No doubt! 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Haha.. In all seriousness, I think the following could just have clearly been a reflection on the 
NYC press corps as it was the NYC population write large… PW/AH?

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 7:52 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Prep Tonight

Modest maybe? 

He may have skimmed through it...idk

Sent from my iPhone

On May 5, 2015, at 7:48 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Yes, will do.  I can’t believe the guy had an 8-page Rolling Stone profile - which I believe is 



the first profile that anyone has done about him ever - and he hasn’t read it yet.

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 7:02 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Prep Tonight

Mayor should be free around 10 tonight.
 
Will keep you posted on timing.
 
Can you please remind him to read the Rolling Stone Piece? Also- can you give him a 
one pager with bullet points he can easily digest and take with him tomorrow 
morning? Thanks!!



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 8:22 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: <no subject>

I really need call time for TPA tomorrow.  What can you guys give me?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

We will take it.  The Budget will take care of itself.  :)

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 8:21 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: <no subject>

The Mayor currently has 12-2 avail for calls.  Keeping in mind it is the day before the budget!

Thanks JDC….. 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 8:22 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Elana Leopold <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: <no subject>

I really need call time for TPA tomorrow.  What can you guys give me?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hillary Clinton

In fact, in New York – which I
know a little bit about because I represented it for eight years and I live
there now – our undocumented workers in New York pay more in taxes
than some of the biggest corporations in New York. 

She’s making news right now in Nevada on immigration and DACA, promising to go
“even further” than the President.  Quick summary:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->• <!--[endif]-->Pledged to expand President Obama’s
Deferred Action program (DACA) to include the parents of DREAMers and
others – “We should put in place an accessible way for parents of DREAMers
and others to be eligible for the same deferred action as their children”

<!--[if !supportLists]-->• <!--[endif]-->Called for more humane treatment of
children at federal detention facilities, stating that “their physical and mental
health are at risk” and “we shouldn’t put children and vulnerable people in big
detention facilities”

<!--[if !supportLists]-->• <!--[endif]-->Called for more legal representation,
especially for young immigrants – “I think that people in the immigration
system should be represented”

 
She also made a comment about undocumented workers in New York paying more in
taxes than some of the biggest New York corporations – will get exact transcript.
 
Thanks,
 
Mahen
 
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall



mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Terrific! Go get 'em! 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Plan coming together...v good sequencing 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

DEMS PLAN 6 DEBATES BEGINNING IN 
FALL –DE BLASIO TO UNVEIL LEFT’S 
‘Contract with America’ -- ANDREA MITCHELL
hits Hillary trail, becomes Sam Donaldson of 
rope lines -- B’DAY: David Rogers

SIREN! FIRST LOOK – De 
Blasio to unveil a progressive 
version of the “Contract with 
America”:



--BACKSTORY:

More than 60 big names

--Rolling Stone’s May 21 issue 
has a 7½ page spread, “The 
Mayor’s Crusade: Bill de Blasio 
is trying to remake America’s 
biggest city – and he doesn’t 
plan to stop there,” by Mark 
Binelli:



--The Mayor



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

One question that you may get asked (which I can’t believe I didn’t think of until now):

Q:  Is Elizabeth Warren signed on to TPA?

A:  She won’t be attending the event at the Capitol Building, but we’ve been working together to shine a 
light on many of these issues.  In fact, we’ll be appearing together that morning at an event hosted by the 
Roosevelt Institute, where Joe Stiglitz will be unveiling a comprehensive approach to rewriting the rules to 
build the middle clas.

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 6:56 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Rebecca Katz <
Subject: Re: Good stuff

Excellent! Well done, whoever did this

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

DEMS PLAN 6 DEBATES BEGINNING IN 
FALL –DE BLASIO TO UNVEIL LEFT’S 
‘Contract with America’ -- ANDREA MITCHELL
hits Hillary trail, becomes Sam Donaldson of 
rope lines -- B’DAY: David Rogers



SIREN! FIRST LOOK – De 
Blasio to unveil a progressive 
version of the “Contract with 
America”:

--BACKSTORY:

More than 60 big names

--Rolling Stone’s May 21 issue 
has a 7½ page spread, “The 
Mayor’s Crusade: Bill de Blasio 
is trying to remake America’s 



biggest city – and he doesn’t 
plan to stop there,” by Mark 
Binelli:

--The Mayor



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Excellent! Well done, whoever did this

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

DEMS PLAN 6 DEBATES BEGINNING IN
FALL –DE BLASIO TO UNVEIL LEFT’S
‘Contract with America’ -- ANDREA
MITCHELL hits Hillary trail, becomes Sam
Donaldson of rope lines -- B’DAY: David
Rogers

SIREN! FIRST LOOK – De
Blasio to unveil a progressive
version of the “Contract with
America”:



--BACKSTORY:

More than 60 big names

--Rolling Stone’s May 21 issue
has a 7½ page spread, “The
Mayor’s Crusade: Bill de
Blasio is trying to remake
America’s biggest city – and
he doesn’t plan to stop there,”
by Mark Binelli:



--The Mayor



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Mayor is on Morning Joe tomorrow. Please send link to the segment to this chain as soon as it airs tomorrow
morning.
 
Thanks,
 
Mahen
 
--
 
7:15 - 7:30 AM LIVE ON MORNING JOE

  Location: 30 Rockefeller Plaza - Studio 3A

  Press Contact: Phil Walzak

  Telephone:
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Strong interview. This should inject more interest for sure!
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 

Excellent! Well done, whoever did this

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

DEMS PLAN 6 DEBATES BEGINNING IN 
FALL –DE BLASIO TO UNVEIL LEFT’S 
‘Contract with America’ -- ANDREA MITCHELL
hits Hillary trail, becomes Sam Donaldson of 
rope lines -- B’DAY: David Rogers

SIREN! FIRST LOOK – De 
Blasio to unveil a progressive 
version of the “Contract with 
America”:



--BACKSTORY:

More than 60 big names

--Rolling Stone’s May 21 issue 
has a 7½ page spread, “The 
Mayor’s Crusade: Bill de Blasio 
is trying to remake America’s 
biggest city – and he doesn’t 
plan to stop there,” by Mark 
Binelli:



--The Mayor



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Exclusive: Bill De Blasio plans 'Contract
with America' for left

MIKE ALLEN





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

You kicked major ass this morning.  Beautiful.  That is all.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

DC to CA is paid for by One New York
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adding MPC
 

From: Dan Levitan <dan@berlinrosen.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 10:37 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Phillip Walzak <
Subject: RE: what time is the event in DC on Tuesday?
 
Can we answer the $ question quickly? 
 
From sally:
 

 
 
--
Dan Levitan



BerlinRosen Public Affairs
O: 646.200.5315
C: 201.674.7475
@levitandan

 

From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2015 10:25 AM
To: Phillip Walzak; Dan Levitan
Subject: Re: what time is the event in DC on Tuesday?

Yes… I think we should give that out, along with the Mayors Day of Action on transportation
(Stephanie Yazgi’s project) on 5/13
 

From: Phillip Walzak <
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 9:57 AM
To: Dan Levitan <dan@berlinrosen.com>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: what time is the event in DC on Tuesday?
 
both are public, yes?
 
On Wed, May 6, 2015 at 9:26 AM, Dan Levitan <dan@berlinrosen.com> wrote:

PW are you ok giving out rough timeline to Grynbaum and others who ask?
 
--
Dan Levitan
BerlinRosen Public Affairs
O: 646.200.5315
C: 201.674.7475
@levitandan

 

From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2015 7:40 AM
To: Dan Levitan
Cc: Phil Walzak
Subject: Re: what time is the event in DC on Tuesday?

There are two events that day (Tuesday, May 12)… 
 
First is with Roosevelt Institute/Warren/Stiglitz at National Press Club… I think MBDB speaks at 10:15?
 
Second (bigger) event is 3pm ET at the House Triangle (by the Capitol Building steps)
 



From: Dan Levitan <dan@berlinrosen.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 7:36 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Phillip Walzak <
Subject: Fwd: what time is the event in DC on Tuesday?
 
?

- mobile - 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Grynbaum, Michael" <grynbaum@nytimes.com>
Date: May 6, 2015 at 7:31:24 AM EDT
To: Dan Levitan <Dan@berlinrosen.com>
Subject: what time is the event in DC on Tuesday?

wondering if I should travel night before or morning of.....
 
--
Michael M. Grynbaum
City Hall Bureau Chief
The New York Times
212.556.7047 / grynbaum@nytimes.com 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
Subject: POLITICO: Exclusive: Bill De Blasio plans 'Contract with
America' for left

Exclusive: Bill De Blasio plans 'Contract with America' for left





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Suggest following:
1. I’d not give him the exact document, but I’d give him a set of bullet points on the biggest

pieces
2. I’d assume he’s going to get his paws on whatever we’ve given to other folks
3. Send the op-ed shortly before it runs

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Looping Emma too
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 10:34 AM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: David Simas
 
He asked me if we were referencing TPP in The Progressive Agenda.  I said not specifically, but that we’d
be laying out fair trade principle.  Told him that we don’t reference Obama at all in it.
 
Two questions:
 
1.  Should I share the document with Simas?  I know it’s already in the hands of quite a few folks - but I
don’t want the WH to muck with our press strategy by leaking to the press.  I believe I could ask Simas to
keep it quiet & he would honor that - but wanted to run by you first.
 
2.  Should I share the Warren-BDB op-ed with Simas?  That will pop today.
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I'm fine with both, but you need to press him on honor

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
He asked me if we were referencing TPP in The Progressive Agenda.  I said not specifically, but that we’d 
be laying out fair trade principle.  Told him that we don’t reference Obama at all in it.

Two questions:

1.  Should I share the document with Simas?  I know it’s already in the hands of quite a few folks - but I 
don’t want the WH to muck with our press strategy by leaking to the press.  I believe I could ask Simas to 
keep it quiet & he would honor that - but wanted to run by you first.

2.  Should I share the Warren-BDB op-ed with Simas?  That will pop today.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Your whole tone - upbeat, positive, earnest… 

Your message - right on point… 

And you’re just really good in that laid back format - likable… 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 11:05 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: FWIW

What worked about it?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
I’m getting rave reviews on your MoJo appearance from several folks… 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Congratulations, hat tips, kudos, and so on!!!!!!!!!!!!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elizabeth Warren, a Democrat, represents Massachusetts in the Senate. 
Bill de Blasio, a Democrat, is mayor of New York.



all







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Phew… Credit really goes to Team Warren - Dan Geldon is awesome to work with

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:01 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Just posted - WashPost

Well-navigated, John. You actually got us there!

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

Elizabeth Warren, a Democrat, represents Massachusetts in the Senate. 
Bill de Blasio, a Democrat, is mayor of New York.





all





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Governor Dayton signs on! Add to the list! Coordinate announcement with ms. jamie
makepeace  or  cell). He can't make May 12 but he's
open to doing an event together in the near future

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

12:00PM Governor Mark Dayton (Minnesota)

12:45PM Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (Rhode Island)





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

But someone should connect with his staffer about it before they see it in the papers

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Great!  We will use his name in all its glory - that’s a huge get!

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:08 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: Elana Leopold <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: TPA Calls Scheduled for today starting at 12:00PM

Governor Dayton signs on! Add to the list! Coordinate announcement with ms. jamie makepeace 
(  or  cell). He can't make May 12 but he's open to doing an event 
together in the near future

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 

12:00PM Governor Mark Dayton (Minnesota)



12:45PM Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (Rhode Island)

1:15PM Congressman GK Butterfield, Chair of the Black Caucus (North Carolina)

Former Congressman Barney Frank

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This is a silly forced choice.  I’m actually surprised MORE people don’t choose the latter.  
They SHOULD have asked whether people thought the problem with our economy was: a) 
that the rules are rigged in favor of the super-rich, who accumulate all the wealth while 
everyday people struggle just to make ends meet; or b) we just don’t have enough 
opportunity for upward mobility.

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:18 PM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Washington Post: Why income inequality is no silver bullet for Democrats and Hillary 
Clinton



<!--[if !supportLists]--> <!--[endif]-->

<!--[if !supportLists]--> <!--[endif]-->



too

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov



(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

You can send to them - just remind them that we haven’t released to the press & would like 
to keep it closely held

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:45 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA inquiry



Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support 
for The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 
3:00pm at the U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle. 
 
More and more progressive leaders are signing on every day. So far supporters 
include: 

Eileen Appelbaum, Senior Economist, Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Dean Baker, Co-Director, Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Deepak Bhargava, Executive Director, Center for Community Change 
Robert Borosage, Co-Director Campaign for America’s Future 
Raven Brooks, Executive Director, Netroots Nation 
Steve Buscemi, Actor 
Yvette Clarke, U.S. Representative from New York 
Larry Cohen, President, Communication Workers of America 
Robert Creamer, Author, Partner at Democracy Partners 
Sheila Crowley, President and CEO, National Low Income Housing Coalition 
Alan Cumming, Actor 
Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City 
Howard Dean, Former Governor of Vermont & Founder, Democracy for 
America 
Rosa DeLauro, U.S. Representative from Connecticut 
Abigail E. Disney, Filmmaker 
María Elena Durazo, Vice President for Immigration, Civil Rights and Diversity, 
UNITE HERE! & Former President Los Angeles County Federation of Labor 
Keith Ellison, U.S. Representative from Minnesota 
Chaka Fattah, U.S. Representative from Pennsylvania 
Jeff Faux, Founder, Economic Policy Institute 
Lily Eskelsen García, President, National Education Association 
Leo Gerard, President, United Steelworkers  
Danny Glover, Actor 
Lisa Graves, Executive Director, Center for Media and 
Democracy/PRWatch/ALECexposed.org 
George Gresham, President, 1199SEIU 
Raúl Grijalva. U.S. Representative from Arizona, Co-Chair Congressional 
Progressive Caucus 
Tom Harkin, Former U.S. Senator from Iowa 
Arshad Hasan, Executive Director, ProgressNow 
Mary Kay Henry, President, Service Employees International Union 
Jeannette Huezo, Executive Director, United for a Fair Economy 
Van Jones, Co-Founder and President, Rebuild the Dream 
Sheila Jackson Lee, U.S. Representative from Texas 
Barbara Lee, U.S. Representative from California 
Gabriela Lemus, President, Progressive Congress 
Mike Lux, Co-Founder and President, Progressive Strategies 



Chirlane McCray, First Lady of New York City 
Heather McGhee, Executive Director, DEMOS 
Jim McGovern, U.S. Representative from Massachusetts 
Jeff Merkley, U.S. Senator from Oregon 
Lawrence Mishel, President, Economic Policy Institute 
Janet Murguia, President and CEO, National Council of La Raza 
Jerry Nadler, U.S. Congressman from New York 
Cynthia Nixon, Actor 
Atima Omara, President, Young Democrats of America 
James Parrott, Deputy Director and Chief Economist, Fiscal Policy Institute 
Robert Reich, Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy at University of California 
at Berkeley & Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Mark Ruffalo, Actor, Director, Producer & Activist 
Jeff Sachs, Economist & Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University 
Bill Samuels, Chairman, EffectiveNY 
Susan Sarandon, Actress, Activist 
Lee Saunders, President, American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees 
Jan Schakowsky, U.S. Representative from Illinois 
Reverend Al Sharpton, Founder and President of National Action Network 
D. Taylor, President, UNITE HERE! 
Linda Tirado, Author 
Richard L. Trumka, President, AFL-CIO 
Katrina vanden Heuvel, Editor, The Nation 
Bonnie Watson Coleman, U.S. Representative from New Jersey 
Randi Weingarten, President, American Federation of Teachers 
Michael Wessel, President, The Wessel Group 
Nan Whaley, Mayor of Dayton, Ohio 
Marjorie E. Wood, PhD, Senior Associate, Global Economy Project & Managing 
Editor, Inequality.org 
Marian Wright Edelman, Founder and President, Children’s Defense Fund 

 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor 
officials, cultural leaders, and progressive activists.   
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 
Republican Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor 
for working people, support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies 
that reward work rather than just wealth. 
 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in 
early April, where a group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss ways 
the country could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality. 
 



The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, 
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive 
set of proposals to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of core 
policy proposals around which progressives can organize and mobilize. 
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns.   

 
The Progressive Agenda 

To Combat Income Inequality 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People  
Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, while 
indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ right to 
organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy and protect 
against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at the expense 
of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment. 

 
2. Support Working Families 

Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage of lower 
interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take advantage of 
“performance pay” write-offs. 

 
 

### 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Great, I will send to the DPCC, Pelosi, and USCM (if pressed, Steph).
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

You can send to them - just remind them that we haven’t released to the press & would like
to keep it closely held

 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:45 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA inquiry
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ok good I think that makes sense in the interim
thanks
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hayley would be good
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 1:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA inquiry
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

You can send to them - just remind them that we haven’t released to the press & would like
to keep it closely held

 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:45 PM



To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA inquiry
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tony is the COS for Mayor Elorza (Providence, RI). Mayor de Blasio spoke with Mayor Elorza about
signing onto the document remotely (he cannot participate in the presser). Tony asked for me to
send for review.
 
Best,
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Tony,
 
Great to speak with you just now. I am sending over the agenda content and connecting you here to
John, who should be able to answer any questions and get additional information to you. Again, we
haven’t released to the press so would appreciate if you keep it close hold!
 
Best,
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs



1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 
 

 

The Progressive Agenda
To Combat Income Inequality

 
1. Lift the Floor for Working People      
• Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, while indexing it to

inflation.
• Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ right to organize and

rebuild the middle class.
• Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy and protect against

exploitation of low-wage workers.
• Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at the expense of

American jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment.
 

2. Support Working Families
• Pass national paid sick leave.
• Pass national paid family leave.
• Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal.
• Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit.
• Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage of lower interest

rates.
 

3. Tax Fairness
• Close the carried interest loophole.
• End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas.
• Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share.
• Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take advantage of

“performance pay” write-offs.
 
 

###
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Our Mayor wants to know which of the following have signed on. Those who have not- he wants to
call. Here we go!
 
Mayor Murray
Mayor Hales
Mayor Lee
Mayor Garcetti
Mayor Adler
Mayor Hodges
Mayor Barrett
Mayor Peduto
Mayor Cranley
Mayor Reed
Mayor Brown
Mayor Benjamin
Mayor Bowser
Mayor Nutter
Mayor Barake
Mayor Walsh
Mayor Elorza
Mayor Harp       
Mayor Segarra
Mayor Brannan
Upstate Mayors (Sheehan, Minor, Warren, Brown)



ASKED SIGN ON YET NOTES
Mayor Murray YES NO
Mayor Hales NO NO
Mayor Lee YES NO
Mayor Garcetti NO NO
Mayor Adler YES NO
Mayor Hodges YES NO Has concerns
Mayor Barrett YES NO
Mayor Peduto YES NO
Mayor Cranley YES NO
Mayor Reed NO NO
Mayor Brown NO NO
Mayor Benjamin NO NO
Mayor Bowser YES NO
Mayor Nutter NO NO
Mayor Baraka YES YES
Mayor Walsh NO NO
Mayor Elorza YES NO
Mayor Harp       NO NO
Mayor Segarra YES NO
Mayor Brannan NO NO
Upstate Mayors (Sheehan, Miner, Warren, Brown) NO NO
Mayor Whaley YES YES
Mayor Becker YES NO Has concerns
Mayor Rawlings Blake YES NO
Mayor Stanton YES NO



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

He should re-read the wording of TPA… The language talks about increasing it & indexing to inflation, to 
eventually get to $15.. And it would be at the federal level… So I think he could still be for it

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 1:42 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I spoke with Erick Garcia, Senior Policy Aide, on Mayor Hodge’s staff. He and his COS requested
more specific details on the trade portion of The Progressive Agenda.
 
The trade portion is raising a flag – she does not have a position on TPA (fast track authority for TPP)
and would need to vet with members of her delegation at a minimum before engaging IF The
Progressive Agenda is referencing the current trade negotiations/TPA.
 
Erick has been connected to the team to run through the intent of the trade piece, the connection
to the current TPA conversation, and anything that would be referenced specifically about trade at
the 3pm presser.
 
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Georgia
 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Spoke to who? Hodges staff?
 
What was original concern? 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2015, at 3:46 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:



I spoke to him… We shall see
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 3:14 PM
To: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <
"Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Mayor's for TPA
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Thanks- what is Hodges concern? 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2015, at 3:11 PM, Yazgi, Stephanie <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Our Mayor wants to know which of the following have signed on. Those
who have not- he wants to call. Here we go!
 
Mayor Murray
Mayor Hales
Mayor Lee
Mayor Garcetti
Mayor Adler
Mayor Hodges
Mayor Barrett
Mayor Peduto
Mayor Cranley
Mayor Reed
Mayor Brown
Mayor Benjamin



Mayor Bowser
Mayor Nutter
Mayor Barake
Mayor Walsh
Mayor Elorza
Mayor Harp       
Mayor Segarra
Mayor Brannan
Upstate Mayors (Sheehan, Minor, Warren, Brown)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Excellent!

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 4:06 PM
To: John Davis <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas" 
<TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "  <
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  Hayley Prim <  
"Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: TPA Calls Scheduled for today starting at 12:00PM

Just spoke with Tom Harkin. He confirms that he can't make may 12 but we can add his name to our 
list

 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject
 

We’ll take that… But we’d also like him there on 5/12… Davis - you want to follow up with 
Josh?

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:53 PM
To: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "  
<
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  John Davis <  John Del 
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <  "Leopold, Elana" 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: TPA Calls Scheduled for today starting at 12:00PM



From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

From
Sent
To
Cc



Subject

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

12:00PM Governor Mark Dayton (Minnesota)

12:45PM Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (Rhode Island)

1:15PM Congressman GK Butterfield, Chair of the Black Caucus (North 
Carolina)

Former Congressman Barney Frank

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

yeah, that’s what I figured… ok - thank you!

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 4:38 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Favor to ask

Sometimes he decides to call Malloy on a whim..like today! 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2015, at 4:37 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

HUGZ!

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 4:22 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Favor to ask

Yes we know!
Simma#
Egghausting#
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



If you know that MBDB is going to throw a call into Gov. Malloy, can you give me a heads-
up?  Just helps me with my politics with his team (Malloy was a client of mine in ’14)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

David Simas at the White House has our stuff - but ok

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 4:43 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA inquiry

The White House also reached out for more information. Good to connect John?
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hayley would be good
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 1:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA inquiry
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



You can send to them - just remind them that we haven’t released to the press & would like 
to keep it closely held

 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:45 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA inquiry
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sure but ask him first

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

The White House also reached out for more information. Good to connect John?

Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hayley would be good

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 1:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA inquiry

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

You can send to them - just remind them that we haven’t released to the press & would like
to keep it closely held



From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:45 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA inquiry



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Hi All,

We are moving this upto 7 PM!!!!

Please note time change.

Michael Paul Carey

Director of Scheduling and Advance

City Hall

New York, New York 10007

212.341.5396

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

So the only Mayor’s to currently sign on are Baraka and Whaley?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Our Mayor wants to know which of the following have signed on. Those who have not- he wants to
call. Here we go!
 
Mayor Murray
Mayor Hales
Mayor Lee
Mayor Garcetti
Mayor Adler
Mayor Hodges
Mayor Barrett
Mayor Peduto
Mayor Cranley
Mayor Reed



Mayor Brown
Mayor Benjamin
Mayor Bowser
Mayor Nutter
Mayor Barake
Mayor Walsh
Mayor Elorza
Mayor Harp       
Mayor Segarra
Mayor Brannan
Upstate Mayors (Sheehan, Minor, Warren, Brown)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Update: Mayor Hodges would like to be at the presser at 3 pm and support the agenda, but needs
clarification on the trade portion of The Progressive Agenda both in the press conference and the
weight of that trade bullet in the agenda as a whole. Mayor Hodges’ COS John Stiles would like to
connect directly – his cell is and email john.stiles@minneapolismn.gov
 
John called a couple of minutes ago – I let him know someone would follow up.
 
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
I spoke with Erick Garcia, Senior Policy Aide, on Mayor Hodge’s staff. He and his COS requested
more specific details on the trade portion of The Progressive Agenda.
 
The trade portion is raising a flag – she does not have a position on TPA (fast track authority for TPP)
and would need to vet with members of her delegation at a minimum before engaging IF The
Progressive Agenda is referencing the current trade negotiations/TPA.
 
Erick has been connected to the team to run through the intent of the trade piece, the connection
to the current TPA conversation, and anything that would be referenced specifically about trade at
the 3pm presser.
 
 



Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Georgia
 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
 
Spoke to who? Hodges staff?
 
What was original concern? 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2015, at 3:46 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

I spoke to him… We shall see
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 3:14 PM
To: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <
"Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Mayor's for TPA
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Thanks- what is Hodges concern? 



Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2015, at 3:11 PM, Yazgi, Stephanie <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Our Mayor wants to know which of the following have signed on. Those
who have not- he wants to call. Here we go!
 
Mayor Murray
Mayor Hales
Mayor Lee
Mayor Garcetti
Mayor Adler
Mayor Hodges
Mayor Barrett
Mayor Peduto
Mayor Cranley
Mayor Reed
Mayor Brown
Mayor Benjamin
Mayor Bowser
Mayor Nutter
Mayor Barake
Mayor Walsh
Mayor Elorza
Mayor Harp       
Mayor Segarra
Mayor Brannan
Upstate Mayors (Sheehan, Minor, Warren, Brown)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and
Chief Economist James Parrott

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum
Center for Economic and Policy
Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka

Netroots Nation Executive Director Raven Brooks

Actor Steve Buscemi

Actor Alan Cumming

Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton

Philanthropist/ Fimmaker Abigail Disney

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Danny Glover

Former Senator Tom Harkin

United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo

Dream Corps Unlimited Van Jones

Actress Cynthia Nixon

University of California at Berkley Chancellor's Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director of
Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

EffectiveNY Chairman Bill Samuels

Actress Susan Sarandon

Unite Here President D Taylor

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman

Young Democrats of America President Atima Omara

Center for Media and Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

New Jersey U.S. Rep, PC Member Bonnie Watson Coleman

AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

SEIU President Mary Kay Henry



Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

Communities for Change Executive Director Deepak Bhargava

New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Yvette Clarke

Democracry Partners Partner Robet Creamer
National Low Income Housing
Coalition President Sheila Crowley
Former Governor/Democracy for
America Founder Howard Dean

Connecticut U.S. Rep, PC Member Rosa DeLauro

Unite Here
Former President, LA
County Maria Elena Durazo

Minnesota U.S. Rep, PC Member Keith Ellison

Pennsylvania U.S. Rep, PC Member Chaka Fattah

NEA President Lily Garcia

Steelworkers President Leo Gerard

SEIU 1199 President George Gresham

Arizona U.S. Rep, PC Member Raul Grijalva

Texas U.S. Rep, PC Member Sheila Jackson-Lee

Progressive Congress President Gabriela Lemus

Iowa U.S. Rep, PC Member David Loebsack

Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux

Demos Executive Director Heather McGhee

Massachusetts U.S. Rep, PC Member James McGovern

Oregon U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley

Economic Policy Institute President Lawrence Mishel

National Council of La Raza Janet Murguia

New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Jerry Nadler

AFSCME President Lee Saunders

Illinois U.S. Rep, PC Member Jan Schakowsky

NAN President Al Sharpton

AFT President Randi Weingarten

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Author Linda Tirado

Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan

CWA President Larry Cohen

Hayley Prim
c: 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hey Michael - let me know if you have any questions!

Best,
JDC

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 1:20 PM
To: "'Michael.Bloom@mail.house.gov'" <Michael.Bloom@mail.house.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Democratic Leader Pelosi - Progressive Agenda

Michael,
 
Great to speak with you just now. I am connecting you here with John – he has been very involved in 
this work and will be able to go into some detail on the effort.
 
John – Michael is with Democratic Leader Pelosi’s office.
 
Best,
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And to be clear, I'm not sure podesta and mook are encouraging, discouraging or neutral if asked. 
But it doesn't really matter. They understand what we're doing. Ignore skittish staff. If there is a 
problem with a union and we care about that union, pls have me deal with the principal

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Great – that is what I thought.  It was AFT staff.  SEIU staff has been poking around too.  

I assured them they weren’t talking to the right folks.  Just wanted to flag for you.  If hear anything other 
chirping, will let you know

From: B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 6:48 PM
To: AARON PICKRELL <
Cc: "'jfdc@akpdmedia.com'" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re:

Podesta and Mook understand exactly what we're doing. There is no need to reach out again. So 
who are these labor leaders who are wavering?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Mayor - some of our labor friends have reached out to someone in Clinton world to see if Clinton land is 
cool with them joining our efforts.  I don't know who they spoke with in HRC land, but they conveyed back 
to the labor folks that HRC land had not been in communication with us about TPA.  
I said that you have been speaking with Robby and others throughout this process.  It may be worth 
reaching out to Robby again.  I am guessing whoever the labor people are talking to are not necessarily 
talking to Robby or in the loop.
Thank you sir - let me know what you think



Aaron



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks, Georgia.
 
Hi John,
 
Great to e-meet you too. Let me know if you have some time to connect this evening or first thing in
the AM.
 
Thanks,
Elias
 
Elias Alcantara
Associate Director
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs| The White House
O: 202-456-3963 C: 202-596-4137| ealcantara@who.eop.gov
 
 
 

From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 06, 2015 6:33 PM
To: Gann, Georgia; Alcantara, Elias
Subject: Re: March 12 announcement
 
Hey Elias.  Great to e-meet.
 
Best,
JDC
 
John F. Del Cecato
Partner/Creative Director
AKPD Message and Media
915 Broadway, Suite 1301
New York, NY  10010
212-529-5775 (office)
212-529-0545 (fax)
917 685 4819 (mobile)
 
 
 
 
 

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 4:48 PM
To: "'Alcantara, Elias'" <Elias Alcantara@who.eop.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: March 12 announcement
 
Elias,
 
Connecting you here with John – he has been very involved in this work and will share more
information. He has also connected with David Simas.
 
Best,
 
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks, John – you too. Let me know when you have a few minutes to talk. I appreciate the help.
 
John Stiles
Chief of Staff
Office of Mayor Betsy Hodges
City of Minneapolis
(612) 673-3665 office
(612) 581-1788 mobile
john.stiles@minneapolismn.gov
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Good to meet you John

On May 6, 2015, at 6:38 PM, Gann, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

John,
 
Great speaking with you earlier. Closing the loop and connecting you here with John
Del Cecato – he has been very involved in this work and he will be able to go into more
detail on your and Mayor Hodges’ specific questions about the trade bullet. Pardon me
if you’ve already connected by now!
 
Best,
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

You don’t happen to know the name of Sharpton’s producer do you?  Do you Andrea?

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 1, 2015 at 9:38 AM
To: Hayley Prim <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: MSNBC

Did Mayor relay to you that Sharpton said he would  help pump up May 12th with the other MSNBC 
peeps?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Here’s the latest… Sorry - I thought you already had this document - but I realize that you 
probably didn’t… Please note that we’re not sharing the agenda with the press at this point - 
but this is the latest email, with list of signers, and the planks… 

From: <Bloom>, Michael <Michael.Bloom@mail.house.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 7:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hammill, Drew" <Drew.Hammill@mail.house.gov>
Subject: Re: Democratic Leader Pelosi - Progressive Agenda

Fantastic, thanks John

Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2015, at 6:48 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Will get you more info tonight

From: <Bloom>, Michael <Michael.Bloom@mail.house.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 3:57 PM
To: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hammill, Drew" 
<Drew.Hammill@mail.house.gov>
Subject: RE: Democratic Leader Pelosi - Progressive Agenda

Thanks for connecting us Georgia –
 
Hi John – I am wondering if you have any background information on the Progressive 
Agenda/”Contract with America” that you might be willing to share? The story I read 
this morning described some of the plan, but I’m hoping you might have more 
comprehensive information that we could use in case the Leader asks.  I’ve cc’d Leader 
Pelosi’s Communications Director Drew Hammill on this email as well. Thanks in 
advance for your help, and I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Best,
Michael Bloom
______________________________________



www.DemocraticLeader.gov

 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Michael,
 
Great to speak with you just now. I am connecting you here with John – he has been 
very involved in this work and will be able to go into some detail on the effort.
 
John – Michael is with Democratic Leader Pelosi’s office.
 
Best,
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support 
for The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 
3:00pm at the U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle. 
 
More and more progressive leaders are signing on every day. So far supporters 
include: 

Eileen Appelbaum, Senior Economist, Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Dean Baker, Co-Director, Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Ras Baraka, Mayor of Newark, NJ 
Deepak Bhargava, Executive Director, Center for Community Change 
Robert Borosage, Co-Director Campaign for America’s Future 
Raven Brooks, Executive Director, Netroots Nation 
Steve Buscemi, Actor 
Yvette Clarke, U.S. Representative from New York 
Larry Cohen, President, Communication Workers of America 
Robert Creamer, Author, Partner at Democracy Partners 
Sheila Crowley, President and CEO, National Low Income Housing Coalition 
Alan Cumming, Actor 
Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City 
Mark Dayton, Governor of Minnesota 
Howard Dean, Former Governor of Vermont & Founder, Democracy for 
America 
Rosa DeLauro, U.S. Representative from Connecticut 
Abigail E. Disney, Filmmaker 
María Elena Durazo, Vice President for Immigration, Civil Rights and Diversity, 
UNITE HERE! & Former President Los Angeles County Federation of Labor 
Keith Ellison, U.S. Representative from Minnesota 
Chaka Fattah, U.S. Representative from Pennsylvania 
Jeff Faux, Founder, Economic Policy Institute 
Lily Eskelsen García, President, National Education Association 
Leo Gerard, President, United Steelworkers  
Danny Glover, Actor 
Lisa Graves, Executive Director, Center for Media and 
Democracy/PRWatch/ALECexposed.org 
George Gresham, President, 1199SEIU 
Raúl Grijalva. U.S. Representative from Arizona, Co-Chair Congressional 
Progressive Caucus 
Tom Harkin, Former U.S. Senator from Iowa 
Arshad Hasan, Executive Director, ProgressNow 
Wade Henderson, President and CEO, Leadership Council on Civil and Human 
Rights 
Mary Kay Henry, President, Service Employees International Union 
Jeannette Huezo, Executive Director, United for a Fair Economy 
Van Jones, Co-Founder and President, Rebuild the Dream 



Sheila Jackson Lee, U.S. Representative from Texas 
Barbara Lee, U.S. Representative from California 
Gabriela Lemus, President, Progressive Congress 
Dave Loebsack, U.S. Representative from Iowa 
Mike Lux, Co-Founder and President, Progressive Strategies 
Chirlane McCray, First Lady of New York City 
Heather McGhee, Executive Director, DEMOS 
Jim McGovern, U.S. Representative from Massachusetts 
Jeff Merkley, U.S. Senator from Oregon 
Lawrence Mishel, President, Economic Policy Institute 
Janet Murguia, President and CEO, National Council of La Raza 
Jerry Nadler, U.S. Congressman from New York 
Cynthia Nixon, Actor 
Atima Omara, President, Young Democrats of America 
James Parrott, Deputy Director and Chief Economist, Fiscal Policy Institute 
Robert Reich, Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy at University of California 
at Berkeley & Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Mark Ruffalo, Actor, Director, Producer & Activist 
Jeff Sachs, Economist & Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University 
Bill Samuels, Chairman, EffectiveNY 
Susan Sarandon, Actress, Activist 
Lee Saunders, President, American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees 
Jan Schakowsky, U.S. Representative from Illinois 
Reverend Al Sharpton, Founder and President of National Action Network 
D. Taylor, President, UNITE HERE! 
Linda Tirado, Author 
Richard L. Trumka, President, AFL-CIO 
Katrina vanden Heuvel, Editor, The Nation 
Bonnie Watson Coleman, U.S. Representative from New Jersey 
Randi Weingarten, President, American Federation of Teachers 
Michael Wessel, President, The Wessel Group 
Nan Whaley, Mayor of Dayton, Ohio 
Marjorie E. Wood, PhD, Senior Associate, Global Economy Project & Managing 
Editor, Inequality.org 
Marian Wright Edelman, Founder and President, Children’s Defense Fund 

 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor 
officials, cultural leaders, and progressive activists.   
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 
Republican Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor 
for working people, support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies 
that reward work rather than just wealth. 



 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in 
early April, where a group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss ways 
the country could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality. 
 
The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, 
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive 
set of proposals to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of core 
policy proposals around which progressives can organize and mobilize. 
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns.   

 
The Progressive Agenda 

To Combat Income Inequality 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People  
Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, while 
indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ right to 
organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy and protect 
against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at the expense 
of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment. 

 
2. Support Working Families 

Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage of lower 
interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take advantage of 
“performance pay” write-offs. 

 
 



### 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Karen Narasaki is no (she is in the Obama Admin now which I did not realize)
Tom Saenz of MALDEF is supposed to respond sometime today.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I have been in touch with the LAUP folks but we haven’t spoken explicitly about a joint op-ed. We
last spoke when they did their big launch the first week of April – CMC amplified their launch on her
social platforms.
 
If folks like this idea, I’m happy to re-engage with the LAUP team and push this ball forward.
 
Thanks.
 
Jackie Bray
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady of NYC
Office of the Mayor, City of NY
212-341-5045 - Office
646-675-5171 – Cell
jbray@cityhall.nyc.gov
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

++
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Do you know who’s been in contact?
 

From: Chirlane <
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 9:54 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fwd: Good morning
 
Good morning! Please see below. Who is working on this?
 

Begin forwarded message:



From: Janice Enright <jenright@ickesenright.com>
Date: May 7, 2015 at 9:38:54 AM EDT
To: Chirlane McCray <
Subject: Re: Good morning

Darn. Well your staff has talked about a joint Op-Ed with our CEO from LAUP (Los Angeles
Universal PreK), maybe leveraging off the Mayor's message on ECE, equal pay etc on Tues?
We can send a draft for consideration if you agree.

Sent from my iPhone

On May 7, 2015, at 9:18 AM, Chirlane McCray <  wrote:

Hi! Thx! No, Janice, I am not. I have another engagement. 

Sent from my iPhone

> On May 7, 2015, at 6:54 AM, Janice Enright <jenright@ickesenright.com>
wrote:
> 
> Hope you guys are doing well! Watch from afar... Are you coming down on
Tues with the Mayor for the event?
> 
> Sent from my iPhone



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:







Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support 
for The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 
3:00pm at the U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle. 
 
More and more progressive leaders are signing on every day. So far supporters 
include: 

Eileen Appelbaum, Senior Economist, Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Dean Baker, Co-Director, Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Ras Baraka, Mayor of Newark, NJ 
Deepak Bhargava, Executive Director, Center for Community Change 
Robert Borosage, Co-Director Campaign for America’s Future 
Raven Brooks, Executive Director, Netroots Nation 
Steve Buscemi, Actor 
Yvette Clarke, U.S. Representative from New York 
Larry Cohen, President, Communication Workers of America 
Robert Creamer, Author, Partner at Democracy Partners 
Sheila Crowley, President and CEO, National Low Income Housing Coalition 
Alan Cumming, Actor 
Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City 
Mark Dayton, Governor of Minnesota 
Howard Dean, Former Governor of Vermont & Founder, Democracy for 
America 
Rosa DeLauro, U.S. Representative from Connecticut 
Abigail E. Disney, Filmmaker 
María Elena Durazo, Vice President for Immigration, Civil Rights and Diversity, 
UNITE HERE! & Former President Los Angeles County Federation of Labor 
Keith Ellison, U.S. Representative from Minnesota 
Chaka Fattah, U.S. Representative from Pennsylvania 
Jeff Faux, Founder, Economic Policy Institute 
Lily Eskelsen García, President, National Education Association 
Leo Gerard, President, United Steelworkers  
Danny Glover, Actor 
Lisa Graves, Executive Director, Center for Media and 
Democracy/PRWatch/ALECexposed.org 
George Gresham, President, 1199SEIU 
Raúl Grijalva. U.S. Representative from Arizona, Co-Chair Congressional 
Progressive Caucus 
Tom Harkin, Former U.S. Senator from Iowa 
Arshad Hasan, Executive Director, ProgressNow 
Wade Henderson, President and CEO, Leadership Council on Civil and Human 
Rights 
Mary Kay Henry, President, Service Employees International Union 
Jeannette Huezo, Executive Director, United for a Fair Economy 
Van Jones, Co-Founder and President, Rebuild the Dream 



Sheila Jackson Lee, U.S. Representative from Texas 
Barbara Lee, U.S. Representative from California 
Gabriela Lemus, President, Progressive Congress 
Dave Loebsack, U.S. Representative from Iowa 
Mike Lux, Co-Founder and President, Progressive Strategies 
Chirlane McCray, First Lady of New York City 
Heather McGhee, Executive Director, DEMOS 
Jim McGovern, U.S. Representative from Massachusetts 
Jeff Merkley, U.S. Senator from Oregon 
Lawrence Mishel, President, Economic Policy Institute 
Janet Murguia, President and CEO, National Council of La Raza 
Jerry Nadler, U.S. Congressman from New York 
Cynthia Nixon, Actor 
Atima Omara, President, Young Democrats of America 
James Parrott, Deputy Director and Chief Economist, Fiscal Policy Institute 
Robert Reich, Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy at University of California 
at Berkeley & Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Mark Ruffalo, Actor, Director, Producer & Activist 
Jeff Sachs, Economist & Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University 
Bill Samuels, Chairman, EffectiveNY 
Susan Sarandon, Actress, Activist 
Lee Saunders, President, American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees 
Jan Schakowsky, U.S. Representative from Illinois 
Reverend Al Sharpton, Founder and President of National Action Network 
D. Taylor, President, UNITE HERE! 
Linda Tirado, Author 
Richard L. Trumka, President, AFL-CIO 
Katrina vanden Heuvel, Editor, The Nation 
Bonnie Watson Coleman, U.S. Representative from New Jersey 
Randi Weingarten, President, American Federation of Teachers 
Michael Wessel, President, The Wessel Group 
Nan Whaley, Mayor of Dayton, Ohio 
Marjorie E. Wood, PhD, Senior Associate, Global Economy Project & Managing 
Editor, Inequality.org 
Marian Wright Edelman, Founder and President, Children’s Defense Fund 

 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor 
officials, cultural leaders, and progressive activists.   
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 
Republican Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor 
for working people, support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies 
that reward work rather than just wealth. 



 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in 
early April, where a group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss ways 
the country could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality. 
 
The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, 
think tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive 
set of proposals to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of core 
policy proposals around which progressives can organize and mobilize. 
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns.   

 
The Progressive Agenda 

To Combat Income Inequality 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People  
Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, while 
indexing it to inflation. 
Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ right to 
organize and rebuild the middle class. 
Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the economy and protect 
against exploitation of low-wage workers. 
Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations at the expense 
of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment. 

 
2. Support Working Families 

Pass national paid sick leave. 
Pass national paid family leave. 
Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal. 
Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 
Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take advantage of lower 
interest rates.  

 
3. Tax Fairness 

Close the carried interest loophole. 
End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. 
Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take advantage of 
“performance pay” write-offs. 

 
 



### 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Heads up – Reich folks put this out before I approved nor actually confirmed.



Economic Inequality and
the Future of Progressivism
Thursday, May 14th | 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. | Freight and Salvage, Berkeley

Sponsored by the Goldman School of Public Policy
This event is free & open to the public (donations requested at the door)

Mayor Bill de Blasio is the 
109th Mayor of New York 
City. From his early days as 
a young City Hall staffer, 
to serving on his local 
school board, to his most 
recent position as Public 
Advocate for New York 
City, de Blasio has spent his 
life fighting to ensure that 
every New Yorker - in every 
neighborhood of its five 
boroughs - gets a fair shot.

Bill de Blasio
Mayor of New York City

Robert Reich
Chancellor’s Professor

of Public Policy

Professor Robert Reich 
has served in three 
national administrations, 
most recently as secretary 
of labor under President 
Bill Clinton. He has 
written numerous books 
and also recently released 
a film “Inequality for 
All” which is available on 
Netflix, iTunes and DVD.



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:

Nope
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

I said I would check to see if this worked for BDB sked - but I’m assuming no?  5/13 at 8 or 845am
 

From: Roger Hickey <hickey@ourfuture.org>
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 12:58 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Robert Borosage <rborosage@ourfuture.org>
Subject: Wed Group am discussion on the de Blasio Progressive Agenda? Wednesday: Example: Wallach 
and Johanson on Fast Track+ Geevarghese on April 15 Actions
 

John,  Thanks for checking whether de Blasio might join our Wed Group of progressive leaders 
on May 13 (8 or 8:45). 
 
If he can’t do it, is there someone else who can talk about de Blasio’s progressive agenda?
 
Note that Wed Group discussions, while a good way to reach progressives, are off the record – 
so he can be relaxed an unofficial.    Roger
 
Roger Hickey
Campaign for America’s Future
office: (202) 587-1604  cell: (202) 270-0300 
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



BDB is actually going to be in town on Wed for a Day of Action with a bunch of mayors (R & D) to fight for 
transportation funding.  I haven’t been involved on that side of things - let me see what I can find out about his 
sked that day
 

From: Roger Hickey <hickey@ourfuture.org>
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 10:53 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Robert Borosage <rborosage@ourfuture.org>
Subject: OK, no rally. Can someone speak Wed am on the de Blasio Progressive Agenda? Wednesday: 
Wallach and Johanson on Fast Track+ Geevarghese on April 15 Actions
 

John -- Now understood:  You don't want us to promote turnout at the Hill event on Tuesday. 
 
Question:  Is de Blasio available to come speak to our Wednesday Group gathering of 
progressive leaders at 8 am or 8:45 am on Wed May 13 (the next morning).  
 
We meet at the AFL-CIO every two weeks -- and this would be a great opportunity to discuss the 
Progressive Agenda, getting others to sign on, and have de Blasio talk about his role with 
mayors, progressive thinkers around the country. 
 
If he has to go back to run the city on Tues, is there someone else involved with the Agenda 
who might come and talk informally? 
 
Best, Roger
 
-- 
Roger Hickey
America's  Future
office (202) 587-1604 cell: (202) 270-0300

 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Wednesday Group <wednesdaygroup@ourfuture.org>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2015 at 12:05 PM
Subject: Wednesday: Wallach and Johanson on Fast Track+ Geevarghese on April 15 Actions
To: hickey@ourfuture.org

Wednesday, April 15 8 a.m.



How We Can Stop Fast Track and TPP – and Launch a New Era of 
Trade Policy That is Good for the US and the World Economy

Alert: Join Monday, April 20 – With Populism2015 Sponsors: CAF, NPA, 
USAction, Alliance for a Just Society
Rally: APRIL 20 DON’T TRADE OUR FUTURE. Join us to STOP FAST 
TRACK AND BAD TRADE DEALS 11:30 AM 
Assemble at AFL-CIO Headquarters, 815 16th Street NW 
RALLY NOON: 600 17th Street NW at US Trade Representative

April 15 Actions: Fight for $15 an Hour and a Union

See you 8 a.m. Wednesday at the AFL-CIO,

Add to calendar » 

OurFuture.org | Donate | Contact Us Subscribe to E-Publications 



 
--
Roger Hickey
America's  Future
office (202) 587-1604 cell: (202) 270-0300



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hi John – is there a plan to discuss/brief the mayor about questions he may face about “where does
the TPA plan go next?”  You may already have covered this but I’m uncertain about how to answer
this question other than plan to have a presidential forum later on.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

FYI

From: Hayley Prim <hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 12:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, John Davis <  jeani murray 
<  Aaron PickrellEmail <  Rebecca Katz 
<rkatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Subject: Fwd: Pledge sign

This is what our enlarged agenda is going to look like. Dont have a draft of the second blow up yet where 
we will list all of the signers so far and leave blank space for anyone else to sign

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Laura Tamman  <laura@greenlightmediastrategies.com>
Date: Thu, May 7, 2015 at 11:29 AM
Subject: Pledge sign
To: Hayley Prim <hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>

see attached.

 

-- 
Hayley Prim
Hilltop Public Solutions





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lookin good!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

FYI
 

From: Hayley Prim <hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 12:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, John Davis <  jeani murray
<  Aaron PickrellEmail <  Rebecca Katz
<rkatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Subject: Fwd: Pledge sign
 
This is what our enlarged agenda is going to look like. Dont have a draft of the second blow up yet where
we will list all of the signers so far and leave blank space for anyone else to sign
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Laura Tamman  <laura@greenlightmediastrategies.com>
Date: Thu, May 7, 2015 at 11:29 AM
Subject: Pledge sign
To: Hayley Prim <hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>

see attached.
 
 
 
 

 

 
--
Hayley Prim
Hilltop Public Solutions



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

For sure
+ jdc rkk

From
Sent
To
Subject

Going on NPR tomorrow to talk about Mayor and inequality. Looking for some bullets on our
contract w/America, and some bullets of progressive things he’s accomplished here in NYC. We have
teed up anywhere?
 
Wiley Norvell
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio
(212) 788-2958
(917) 428-8307 (mobile)
wnorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov
@wileynorvell
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Excellent! Well done

From
Sent
To

Subject

Thomas Saenz, President of MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund); cannot

attend on the 12th.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

got it - thanks

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 3:48 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Viguers, Jonathan" <JViguers@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schwartz, Regina" 
<RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

yes, that’s great

From: Rebecca Katz <rkatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 4:43 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" 
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Spitalnick, Amy 
(OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Jonathan Westin

I think Mahen has the list of accomplishments.  Rolling Stone also has a nice quick graph on it.  Feel free to 
add to it.

Only 16 months into his term, de Blasio has expanded paid sick leave and won a hard-fought battle to 
secure free full-day universal pre-K (huge boons for working families), dialed back the NYPD's stop-and-
frisk policy and effectively decriminalized possession of small amounts of marijuana (both of which had a 
massively disproportionate effect on young men of color), launched the largest municipal-ID-card program 
in the country (allowing undocumented New Yorkers to more easily open bank accounts, rent apartments 
and access hospitals and schools), and announced a $41 billion plan to build or preserve 200,000 units of 
affordable housing over the next 10 years (eclipsing Bloomberg's 12-year record of 165,000 new or 
preserved affordable-housing units).

JDC -- You good with sharing the below?



On Thu, May 7, 2015 at 4:17 PM, Wolfe, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
For sure
+ jdc rkk
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

Going on NPR tomorrow to talk about Mayor and inequality. Looking for some bullets on our contract 
w/America, and some bullets of progressive things he’s accomplished here in NYC. We have teed up 
anywhere?

 

Wiley Norvell

Deputy Press Secretary

Office of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio

(212) 788-2958

(917) 428-8307 (mobile)

wnorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov

@wileynorvell

 

-- 
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
(718) 858-7161 — work

 — cell
@RebeccaKKatz





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

We will get back to u 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Mayor Bill de Blasio: I don’t do grades, but I can tell you I’m very satisfied. You know,
pre-K, paid sick leave, the groundwork for the municipal ID, the groundwork for the
affordable housing plan. These are things I could only have dreamed of getting done all
at once. And pre-K was real challenge to do on the timeline we set. And we believed,
but we were also constantly looking over our shoulder because we knew it was a very
high bar and, and the fact that the team met it is extraordinary to me. And obviously
the labor contracts, which are transcendent. So, I feel great about the product from
the first year. I don’t think because of, you know, some tragedies, I don’t think it was
fully analyzed, which is sad for the people who did such hard work and also a little bit
sad for the public discourse. I think something very important happened here. A lot of
people outside New York City understand what happened in the first year in New
York City better than people in New York City, but I am convinced something very
special happened here.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Five minutes pls
 
From:
Sent:
To:



Cc:
Subject:

I don't have
Don't u have the recordings? 

From
Sent
To
Subject

Grynbaum, Michael



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

The more the merrier

From
Sent
To
Subject

Chris Golden (@chrisgolden)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Updated…

Gave Maria-Elena more time

Would like to keep Rosa - only because I promised her & she got on board while CPC was still mostly 
screwing around… Also, I love her

From: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 7:26 AM
To: Hayley Prim <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, jeani murray <  John 
Davis <
Subject: Re: Status Update: 73 Signers, 42 Attendees

Mary Kay will be there. 

From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 8:22 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, AARON PICKRELL <  
jeani murray <  John Davis <
Subject: Re: Status Update: 73 Signers, 42 Attendees

On Fri, May 8, 2015 at 8:12 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Minus BDB

I screwed something up here because I’m only at 40 attendees - but here’s a first crack - 27 get 2 
sentences (30 seconds); and 13 get 2 minutes… That’s 40 minutes of speaking… 



Thoughts?

From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 5:44 AM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
jeani murray <  John Davis <
Subject: Status Update: 73 Signers, 42 Attendees
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AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka
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Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

New Jersey U.S. Rep, PC Member Bonnie Watson Coleman

Interfaith Worker Justice Executive Director Rudy Lopez

SEIU President Mary Kay Henry
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Texas U.S. Rep, PC Member Sheila Jackson-Lee

California U.S. Rep, PC Member Barbara Lee

Progressive Congress President Gabriela Lemus
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Illinois U.S. Rep, PC Member Jan Schakowsky

NAN President Al Sharpton

NYSNA President Judy Sheridan- Gonzalez

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

Patriot Majority President Craig Varoga

AFT President Randi Weingarten

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Americans United for Change President Brad Woodhouse

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf

Author Linda Tirado

Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan

CWA President Larry Cohen

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I believe Boxer is a no… I threw out the prospect of Feinstein, who doesn’t have anything to 
lose either… 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 9:08 AM
To: Hayley Prim <  "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"  <  John Davis <
Subject: Re: Status Update: 73 Signers, 42 Attendees

Wants us to try Boxer and Milkulski. Both very progressive and have nothing to lose. I can call unless 
someone can get this done quickly without me. Thanks

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and 
Chief Economist James Parrott

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum
Center for Economic and Policy 
Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka

Netroots Nation Executive Director Raven Brooks

Actor Steve Buscemi

Actor Alan Cumming

Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton

Philanthropist/ Fimmaker Abigail Disney

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Danny Glover

Former Senator Tom Harkin

United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo



Dream Corps Unlimited Van Jones

FLONYC Chirlane McCray

Actress Cynthia Nixon
University of California at 
Berkley Chancellor's Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director of 
Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

EffectiveNY Chairman Bill Samuels

Actress Susan Sarandon

Unite Here President D Taylor

AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman

Center for Media and Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

New Jersey U.S. Rep, PC Member Bonnie Watson Coleman

Interfaith Worker Justice Executive Director Rudy Lopez

SEIU President Mary Kay Henry

Communities for Change Executive Director Deepak Bhargava

Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Yvette Clarke

Democracry Partners Partner Robert Creamer
National Low Income Housing 
Coalition President Sheila Crowley

Bill de Blasio
Former Governor/Democracy 
for America Founder Howard Dean

Connecticut U.S. Rep, PC Member Rosa DeLauro

Unite Here
Former President, LA 
County Maria Elena Durazo

Minnesota U.S. Rep, PC Member Keith Ellison

Pennsylvania U.S. Rep, PC Member Chaka Fattah

NEA President Lily Garcia

Steelworkers President Leo Gerard

SEIU 1199 President George Gresham

Arizona U.S. Rep, PC Member Raul Grijalva
Leadership Council on Civil and
Human Rights President and CEO Wade Henderson

Minneapolis Mayor Betsy Hodges

Texas U.S. Rep, PC Member Sheila Jackson-Lee



California U.S. Rep, PC Member Barbara Lee

Progressive Congress President Gabriela Lemus

Iowa U.S. Rep, PC Member David Loebsack

Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux

Demos Executive Director Heather McGhee

Massachusetts U.S. Rep, PC Member James McGovern

Oregon U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley
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National Council of La Raza Janet Murguia
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Patriot Majority President Craig Varoga

AFT President Randi Weingarten

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Americans United for Change President Brad Woodhouse

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf

Author Linda Tirado

Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan

CWA President Larry Cohen

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

On my messagebelow many of those in RED are in fact attending not sending a rep. for example the
list has de Blasio in RED.???
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Minus BDB
 
I screwed something up here because I’m only at 40 attendees - but here’s a first crack - 27 get 2
sentences (30 seconds); and 13 get 2 minutes… That’s 40 minutes of speaking… 
 
Thoughts?
 

From: Hayley Prim <
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 5:44 AM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
jeani murray <  John Davis <
Subject: Status Update: 73 Signers, 42 Attendees
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Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan

CWA President Larry Cohen

--
Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Stiglitz plan executive summary… Some of it is actually LESS bold/more vague than TPA… Some of it goes 
further than we would (Fin Trans Tax)… 

We by no means “own” this - but wanted to give a heads-up as this is what Stiglitz will be presenting at 
the Roosevelt Institute event that Warren & MBDB are attending… My thought is that MBDB would focus 
on the things he knows best - min wage, paid sick & family leave, UPK, carried interest & Buffett Rule.. 

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 9:26 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: Most up-to-date Stiglitz draft

Guys, here is the latest, as promised -- not fully copy-edited and citations are still off. Gettin' close.
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Rewriting the Rules for the American Economy: An Agenda for Shared Prosperity
Executive Summary

Report by Joseph E. Stiglitz 

Inequality is not inevitable: it is a choice we make with the rules we create to structure 
our economy. Over the last 35 years, America’s policy choices have been grounded in 
false assumptions, and the result is a weakened economy in which most Americans 
struggle to achieve or maintain a middle-class lifestyle while a small percentage enjoy an 
increasingly large share of the nation’s wealth. Though these lived experiences and
personal challenges are important, they are only the tip of the iceberg that is the crisis of 
slow income growth and rising inequality. To fully understand the scope of the problem, 
we must also examine the array of laws and policies that lie beneath the surface—the 
rules that determine the balance of power between public and private, employers and 
workers, innovation and shared growth, and all the other interests that make up the 
modern economy. 

Given the scale and interconnected nature of the issues we face, a tentative, piecemeal 
response will not suffice. Instead, this report lays out both a new framework for 
understanding the current structure of our economy and a comprehensive policy agenda 
that rewrites the rules to promote stronger growth and broadly shared prosperity.  

The United States bills itself as the land of opportunity, a place where anyone can achieve 
success and a better life through hard work and determination. But in fact, the U.S. today 
lags behind most other developed nations in measures of inequality and economic 
mobility. For decades, wages have stagnated for the majority of workers while economic 
gains have disproportionately gone to the top 1 percent. Good jobs that provide access to 
the middle class are increasingly scarce, while essentials like education, housing, and 
health care are growing ever more expensive. Deeply rooted structural discrimination 
continues to hold down women and people of color, and more than one-fifth of all 
American children now live in poverty, meaning that these trends are on track to become 
even worse in the future. To solve these problems, we must better understand the causes 
of today’s inequality, and traditional economics provides little guidance. 

For decades, economists have claimed that there is a tradeoff between inequality and 
economic performance; in other words, that we can only promote greater equality by 
sacrificing growth. Further, they have argued that overarching trends including 
globalization and technological progress make increased inequality inevitable. Their
answer, then, is not to redistribute wealth to those at the bottom but to implement policies 
that direct more income to those at the top—the true drivers of the economy. 

Since the late 1970s, U.S. policymakers have tailored the rules to suit this old economic
model. As a result, we have a tax system that raises insufficient revenue and encourages 
the pursuit of short-term gains over long-term investment; weak and unenforced 
regulation of corporations; a de facto public safety net for too-big-to-fail financial 
institutions; a dwindling support system for workers and families; and a reorientation of 
monetary and fiscal policy to promote wealth rather than full employment. Rather than 
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strengthening the economy, these choices have led to lower growth, repeated downturns 
including the worst crisis since the Great Depression, the shrinking of the middle class, 
and increased concentration of wealth at the top. It’s time for something different. 

Our economy is a large and complex system, and in order to solve the problems with that 
system, we must aim to fix the economy as a whole. The financial crisis of 2008 and the
Great Recession that followed exposed the inadequacy of the old economic models; the 
new research and thinking that has emerged as a result suggests that equality and 
economic performance are in fact complementary rather than opposing forces. No more 
false choices: changing course won’t be easy in the current environment, but we can
choose to fix the rules structuring our system. We can restore the balance between 
government, business, and labor to create an economy that works for everyone. Building 
on the innovative legacy of the New Deal, this report describes a far-reaching, two-fold 
agenda to tame the growth of wealth among the top 1 percent and establish rules and 
institutions that ensure security and opportunity for the middle class.  

Highlights of this agenda include: 

Taming the Top 

Fix the Financial Sector:
End “too big to fail” by imposing additional capital surcharges on systemically 
risky financial institutions and breaking up firms that cannot produce credible 
living wills.
Regulate the shadow banking sector to increase transparency and limit abuse of 
emergency lending.
Bring greater transparency to all financial markets by requiring all alternative 
asset managers to publicly disclose holdings, returns, and fee structures. 
Reduce credit and debit card fees through improved regulation of card providers. 
Enforce existing rules with stricter penalties for companies that break the law.
Reform Federal Reserve governance to reduce conflicts of interest and institute 
more open and accountable elections.

Incentivize Long-Term Business Growth:
Restructure CEO pay by closing the performance-pay tax loophole and increasing 
transparency on the size of compensation packages relative to performance and 
median worker pay. 
Enact a financial transaction tax to reduce short-term trading and encourage more 
productive long-term investment.
Empower long-term stakeholders through the tax code, the use of so-called 
“loyalty shares”, and greater accountability for managers of retirement funds.

Make Markets Competitive: 
Restore balance to intellectual property rights to encourage innovation and 
entrepreneurship. 
Restore balance to global trade agreements to by ensuring investor protections are 
not prioritized above protections on the environment and labor, reducing scope for 
currency manipulation and increasing transparency in the negotiation process.  
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Provide health care cost controls by allowing government bargaining. 
Expand chapter 11 bankruptcy to homeowners and student borrowers.

Rebalance the Tax and Transfer System:
Raise the top marginal rate by converting all reductions to tax credits and limiting 
the use of credits.
Raise taxes on capital gains and dividends. 
Encourage U.S. investment by taxing corporations on global income. 
Tax undesirable behavior such as short-term trading or polluting and eliminate 
expenditures that foster inefficiency and inequality.

Growing the Middle 

Make Full Employment the Goal: 
Reform monetary policy to prioritize full employment.
Reinvigorate public investment to lay the foundation for long-term economic 
performance and job growth. 
Invest in large-scale infrastructure renovation with a 10-year campaign to make 
the U.S. a world leader in innovation, manufacturing, and jobs.  
Expand public transportation to promote equal access to jobs and opportunity. 

Empower Workers:
Restore the right to bargain by easing legal barriers to unionization, imposing 
stricter penalties on illegal anti-union intimidation tactics, and amending laws to 
reflect the changing workplace.
Have government set the standards by attaching strong pro-worker stipulations to 
its contracts and development subsidies.  
Increase funding for enforcement and raise penalties for violating labor standards.
Raise the nation-wide minimum wage and increase the salary threshold for over-
time pay. 

Expand Access to Labor Markets and Opportunities for Advancement:
Reform the criminal justice system to reduce incarceration rates and related 
financial burdens for the poor. 
Reform immigration law to provide a pathway to citizenship for undocumented 
workers.
Legislate universal paid sick and family leave.
Subsidize childcare to benefit children and improve women’s workforce 
participation.
Promote pay equity and eliminate legal obstacles that prevent employees from 
sharing salary information.
Protect women’s access to reproductive health services.

Expand Economic Security and Opportunity:
Invest in young children through child benefits, early education, and universal 
pre-K.
Increase access to higher education by reforming tuition financing, restoring 
protections to student loans, and adopting universal income-based repayment. 
Make health care affordable and universal by opening Medicare to all. 
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Expand access to banking services through a postal savings bank. 
Create a public entity to supply housing loans. 
Expand Social Security with a supplemental public investment program modeled 
on private Individual Retirement Accounts, and raise the payroll cap to increase 
revenue.



Attachment Appendix A (226982 Bytes) cannot be converted to PDF format.



From:
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Cc:
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Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 10:17 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fw: CRAIN'S: De Blasio heading to Silicon Valley to tout inequality fight

See below. The SCU speech will be open press, correct? Thanks

From
Sent
Subject

De Blasio heading to Silicon Valley to tout inequality fight





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This is much broader of course but there are a number of area of overlap.  BDB can
indeed focus on what is common between this and the TPA, point to how many of
these we are in fact doing in NYC, and focus on the hared agenda of building the
middle (and maybe “taming the top”)…
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stiglitz plan executive summary… Some of it is actually LESS bold/more vague than TPA…
Some of it goes further than we would (Fin Trans Tax)… 
 
We by no means “own” this - but wanted to give a heads-up as this is what Stiglitz will be
presenting at the Roosevelt Institute event that Warren & MBDB are attending… My thought
is that MBDB would focus on the things he knows best - min wage, paid sick & family leave,
UPK, carried interest & Buffett Rule.. 

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 9:26 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: Most up-to-date Stiglitz draft
 
Guys, here is the latest, as promised -- not fully copy-edited and citations are still off. Gettin'
close.
 

 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



Welcome to Wonkbook. To subscribe by e-mail, click here. Send
comments, criticism or ideas to Wonkbook at Washpost dot com.
Follow Wonkblog on Twitter and Facebook.

--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



Cell. (347) 276-6572



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:
Importance:

Hey Tom.  Here’s the Run of Show doc that we’d like to send out to our list.  Can you get me a quick green-
light on it?  I leave it up to you on whether MBDB needs to see it or not.  Thanks much!



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

On behalf of Mayor Bill de Blasio, thank you for participating in the launch of The Progressive Agenda! 
We are looking forward to seeing you in Washington, DC, and we wanted to take this opportunity to 
provide you with final logistical details. 

EVENT LOGISTICS 

WHAT:   News conference announcing the launch of The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income 
Inequality 
 
WHEN:   Tuesday, May 12, 3:00PM  

Please arrive 10 minutes early  
 
WHERE:   US House Triangle (East Front of the US Capitol Building) 

Rain contingency:  Event will be held in the Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, 2157  

 
FORECAST:  On Tuesday, May 12 Washington, DC is expected to have a high of 93 degrees with partly 

cloudy skies 
 

 
SCHEDULE AND DETAILS OF EVENT 

IMPORTANT NOTE: We have more than 40 people who will attend and would like to speak during the 
program. Due to time constraints it is imperative that the majority of attendees limit their remarks to 2-3 
sentences maximum. 
 
For Example:  “My name is Bill de Blasio, and I’m mayor of New York City. I support The Progressive 
Agenda because I believe that our economy should reward work, and not just wealth.” 
 
 
2:50 p.m.  Meet at the House Triangle, off camera, final briefing & prep, and check in with staff on 

site 
We will line you up in order of speaking appearance and give you a sticker to wear on 
your lapel.  

  Logistical Notes: 
We are asking speakers to give very brief remarks and then sign The Progressive 
Agenda 
We will have a large blown up sign of The Progressive Agenda. After you speak, 
you will walk to the sign and sign your name with a black sharpie provided 

 
3:00 p.m. Mayor Bill de Blasio welcomes everyone and gives brief remarks, then  

signs The Progressive Agenda (2 mins) 



 
 
Congressional Progressive Caucus Co- Chairs Rep. Gríjalva and Rep. Ellison (2 mins) 

  Senator Jeff Merkley (2 mins) 
  Governor Howard Dean (2 mins) 
  Larry Cohen, President, CWA (2 mins) 

Lily Eskelsen Garcia, President, NEA (2 mins) 
Leo Gerard, President, Steelworkers (2mins) 
Mary Kay Henry, President, SEIU (2 mins) 

  Lee Saunders, President AFSCME (2 mins) 
Randy Weingarten, President, AFT (2 mins) 
Maria Elena Durazo, Vice President for Immigration, Civil Rights and Diversity, UNITE 
HERE! (2 mins) 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (2 mins) 
Rev. Al Sharpton (2 mins) 

   
All other labor representatives, Members of Congress, U.S. Mayors, Progressive 
Organizational and Economic Policy Leaders (2-3 sentences)  
 

3:40 p.m. Mayor Bill de Blasio thanks everyone, event adjourns  

 

WAYS TO STAY INVOLVED 

This is just the beginning and launch of this effort.  It is the hope to have more event opportunities with 
you and others regarding these important issues.  If you have ideas on next steps, or questions about 
anything listed below please contact Hayley Prim: hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com 

Immediate opportunities:  

1. Social Media- On the day of event and every day moving forward, we encourage you to tweet, 
retweet, and post on your Facebook pages about The Progressive Agenda using the hashtag #p2Agenda  

Example Tweets:  

Proud to join national progressive leaders to announce The Progressive Agenda to Combat 
Income Inequality. #p2Agenda 
 
Income Inequality is a national crisis and affects working families all across America. #p2Agenda 
starts the conversation. RT to spread the word 
 
Join me today in supporting #p2Agenda by signing up here: progressiveagenda.us. Promoting 
work over just wealth is good for all Americans.  
 
The typical American family makes LESS today than they did 25 years ago. NOW is the time to 
address income inequality. #p2Agenda 

 
2. Help build our coalition! On day 1, we will announce dozens of national leaders who have signed on to 
support The Progressive Agenda. Encourage your constituencies, colleagues, and friends to sign on as 
well by going to the website: www.ProgressiveAgenda.us 
 

A. Members of Congress, Senators & mayors will go back to their home states, districts, and cities to 
build support for TPA. 



B. Labor leaders will communicate with their members and amplify the platform. 
C. National organization leaders will reach out to their grassroots activists and urge them to speak 

to friends and neighbors. 
D. We will ALL fan out to do press and push everyday Americans to sign onto TPA through our 

website. 
E. Mayor de Blasio is heading to CA on Thursday to participate in an event with Professor Robert 

Reich, and will speak to students at Santa Clara University.  Both conversations will be focused on 
income inequality and TPA. 

 
3. Blog Posts- We encourage you to write blog posts about why you specifically support The Progressive 
Agenda so we can post to the website and share more broadly. Blog posts should be no more than 2-3 
paragraphs and 350 words. 
 
4. Op-Eds- This is a grassroots effort. By writing op-eds in local and national media, you can help spread 
the word to millions of Americans about why combating the crisis of income inequality in America is a 
priority as they elect their local and national leaders.  
 
5. One Minutes- We encourage Members to do one-minutes on the House Floor next week to help 
amplify our message/highlight specific bills that would move our agenda forward. 
 
KEY CONTACTS  

For more information on: 

The Progressive Agenda:  Hayley Prim: Hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com  

Additional events and other opportunities:  Hayley Prim: Hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com  

May 12 Logistical Information: Jeani Murray:  

Press Contact: Rebecca Katz: RKatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com 

 

 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I should be able to get to him as soon as he gets back from funeral around mid-afternoon. Are
Stiglitz and Warren certain no-shows?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trumka not coming.

 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 1:29 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Run of Show
 
Looks good but I will have to show it to him given sensitivities about speaking roles. I think I can get
a react by end of day. Awful lot of labor heavies in the 2 minute section. Also, Trumka not coming or
just being coy?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Importance:

Hey Tom.  Here’s the Run of Show doc that we’d like to send out to our list.  Can you get me a quick green-
light on it?  I leave it up to you on whether MBDB needs to see it or not.  Thanks much!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

PUSHING LEFT
05.08.151:08 PM ET

De Blasio’s National
“Contract With America”
Strategy Leaks
Everyone from Susan Sarandon to Van Jones is  helping draft  and push de
Blasio’s new “Contract  with America,” which will  push for  paid sick leave and
free,  universal  pre-K.





 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

yes, open press

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 10:17 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fw: CRAIN'S: De Blasio heading to Silicon Valley to tout inequality fight

See below. The SCU speech will be open press, correct? Thanks

 

From
Sent
Subject
 
De Blasio heading to Silicon Valley to tout inequality fight



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gonna try and catch him between 3  - 3:30
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Our group thinks that we have to send to everyone (except maybe the activist types) today…
They’re really pressuring us for guidance
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 1:48 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Run of Show
 
One other thing: do you think its necessary to send out today to all attendees the speaker lineup,
thus telling the 2 sentence people their place in the pecking order?  It may be the only way to go. Or
do you think there might be a way to tell all attendees in this memo that there will be a smallish
group speaking for 2 minutes and the rest get 2 sentences…details on lineup to follow. I don’t have a
strong opinion on this, just wondering.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trumka not coming.

 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 1:29 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Run of Show
 
Looks good but I will have to show it to him given sensitivities about speaking roles. I think I can get



a react by end of day. Awful lot of labor heavies in the 2 minute section. Also, Trumka not coming or
just being coy?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Importance:

Hey Tom.  Here’s the Run of Show doc that we’d like to send out to our list.  Can you get me a quick green-
light on it?  I leave it up to you on whether MBDB needs to see it or not.  Thanks much!



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

That is smoking hot!! Not sure I'd change a thing. Chirlane, what do you think? And
JDC/HP, how can we get the maximum bang out of this? Can we get an exclusive
someone before it goes on the website? And could we have the right cultural figure
read it aloud on Tues? Is that worth it?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject





Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And Chirlane and I are thinking about whether Toni would agree to do a video of this? If not, 
Chirlane could or a celeb could

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I’d love to get it out there before the event… Will brainstorm on how to do that… 

And, as expected, it’s beautifully written - and on a higher level than mere mortals could 
ever communicate… 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 2:27 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Toni Morrison Essay for TPA

That is smoking hot!! Not sure I'd change a thing. Chirlane, what do you think? And JDC/HP, how 
can we get the maximum bang out of this? Can we get an exclusive someone before it goes on the 
website? And could we have the right cultural figure read it aloud on Tues? Is that worth it?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 





-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I love that idea.  We’ll figure out a way to get to her, and if she’s willing, what a
fantastic thing to have on our website, to push out to our people, to tweet & FB
and such!

From: FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 2:35 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <
Subject: Re: Toni Morrison Essay for TPA

Video Toni reading it. It's PERFECT.

Sent from my iPhone

On May 8, 2015, at 2:30 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

I’d love to get it out there before the event… Will brainstorm on how to do
that… 

And, as expected, it’s beautifully written - and on a higher level than mere
mortals could ever communicate… 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 2:27 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, FLONYC
<FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Toni Morrison Essay for TPA

That is smoking hot!! Not sure I'd change a thing. Chirlane, what do you
think? And JDC/HP, how can we get the maximum bang out of this? Can
we get an exclusive someone before it goes on the website? And could



we have the right cultural figure read it aloud on Tues? Is that worth it?

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 





-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:









 
 
 
 

 

 

 

On behalf of Mayor Bill de Blasio, thank you for participating in the launch of The Progressive Agenda! 
We are looking forward to seeing you in Washington, DC, and we wanted to take this opportunity to 
provide you with final logistical details. 

EVENT LOGISTICS 

WHAT:   News conference announcing the launch of The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income 
Inequality 
 
WHEN:   Tuesday, May 12, 3:00PM  

Please arrive 10 minutes early  
 
WHERE:   US House Triangle (East Front of the US Capitol Building) 

Rain contingency:  Event will be held in the Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, 2157  

 
FORECAST:  On Tuesday, May 12 Washington, DC is expected to have a high of 93 degrees with partly 

cloudy skies 
 

 
SCHEDULE AND DETAILS OF EVENT 

IMPORTANT NOTE: We have more than 40 people who will attend and would like to speak during the 
program. Due to time constraints it is imperative that the majority of attendees limit their remarks to 2-3 
sentences maximum. 
 
For Example:  “My name is XXX, and I’m head of XXXX.  I support The Progressive Agenda because I 
believe that our economy should reward work, and not just wealth.” 
 
 
2:50 p.m.  Meet at the House Triangle, off camera, final briefing & prep, and check in with staff on 

site 
We will line you up in order of speaking appearance and give you a sticker to wear on 
your lapel.  

  Logistical Notes: 
We are asking speakers to give very brief remarks and then sign The Progressive 
Agenda 
We will have a large blown up sign of The Progressive Agenda. After you speak, 
you will walk to the sign and sign your name with a black sharpie provided 

 
3:00 p.m. Mayor Bill de Blasio welcomes everyone and gives brief remarks, then  

signs The Progressive Agenda (2 mins) 



 
Reading of a statement authored by Nobel-Prize winning novelist Toni Morrison (2 min) 
Congressional Progressive Caucus Co- Chairs Rep. Gríjalva, Rep. Ellison, with Steering & 
Policy Committee Co-Chair Rep. DeLauro (2-3 mins) 

  Senator Jeff Merkley (2 mins) 
  Governor Howard Dean (2 mins) 

Group of 4 Mayors (2 minutes) 
Rev. Al Sharpton (2 mins) 

  Mary Kay Henry, President, SEIU (2 mins) 
  Randi Weingarten, President, AFT (2 mins) 
  Lee Saunders, President AFSCME (2 mins) 
  Lily Eskelsen Garcia, President, NEA (2 mins) 
  Leo Gerard, President, Steelworkers (2mins) 
  Larry Cohen, President, CWA (2 mins) 

Maria Elena Durazo, Vice President for Immigration, Civil Rights and Diversity, UNITE 
HERE! (2 mins) 
All other labor representatives, Members of Congress, U.S. Mayors, Progressive 
Organizational and Economic Policy Leaders (2-3 sentences)  
 

3:40 p.m. Mayor Bill de Blasio thanks everyone, event adjourns  

 

WAYS TO STAY INVOLVED 

This is just the beginning and launch of this effort.  We are building out an aggressive national organizing 
plan, and we will be working with you as that takes shape. Hayley Prim will be your main point of contact: 
hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com. 

Immediate opportunities:  

1. Social Media- On the day of event and every day moving forward, we encourage you to tweet, 
retweet, and post on your Facebook pages about The Progressive Agenda using the hashtag #p2Agenda  

Example Tweets:  

Proud to join national progressive leaders to announce The Progressive Agenda to Combat 
Income Inequality. #p2Agenda 
 
Income Inequality is a national crisis and affects working families all across America. #p2Agenda 
starts the conversation. RT to spread the word 
 
Join me today in supporting #p2Agenda by signing up here: progressiveagenda.us. Promoting 
work over just wealth is good for all Americans.  
 
The typical American family makes LESS today than they did 25 years ago. NOW is the time to 
address income inequality. #p2Agenda 

 
2. Help build our coalition! On day 1, we will announce dozens of national leaders who have signed on to 
support The Progressive Agenda. Encourage your constituencies, colleagues, and friends to sign on as 
well by going to the website: www.ProgressiveAgenda.us 
 

A. Members of Congress, Senators & mayors will go back to their home states, districts, and cities to 
build support for TPA. 



B. Labor leaders will communicate with their members and amplify the platform. 
C. National organization leaders will reach out to their grassroots activists and urge them to speak 

to friends and neighbors. 
D. We will ALL fan out to do press and push everyday Americans to sign onto TPA through our 

website. 
E. Mayor de Blasio is heading to CA on Thursday to participate in an event with Professor Robert 

Reich at the University of California, Berkeley, and will speak to students at Santa Clara 
University.  Both conversations will be focused on income inequality and TPA. 

 
3. Blog Posts- We encourage you to write blog posts about why you specifically support The Progressive 
Agenda so we can post to the website and share more broadly. Blog posts should be no more than 2-3 
paragraphs and 350 words. 
 
4. Op-Eds- This is a grassroots effort. By writing op-eds in local and national media, you can help spread 
the word to millions of Americans about why combating the crisis of income inequality in America is a 
priority as they elect their local and national leaders.  
 
5. One Minutes- We encourage Members to do one-minutes on the House Floor next week to help 
amplify our message/highlight specific bills that would move our agenda forward. 
 
KEY CONTACTS  

For more information on: 

The Progressive Agenda:  Hayley Prim: Hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com  

Additional events and other opportunities:  Hayley Prim: Hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com  

May 12 Logistical Information: Jeani Murray:  

Press Contact: Rebecca Katz: RKatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com 

 

 

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Cell phone is:

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 5:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Van Jones

Send me van's #. I'll call now, or tmrw AM

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
We played phone tag.  Finally got him on the line, and he said he couldn’t talk - had someone on the 
phone - but said he had a major problem with criminal justice reform not being a part of this document.   
He gave me no chance to respond.

He’s going to call me back in a half hour, and I can talk him through next steps, more to come, etc - but I 
think this is one that you should probably handle, if you’re free at 530 or 540pm



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Will try Van briefly

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Okay, will do.

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 5:46 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Keith Ellison

Will be impossible for me to make calls before tmrw. You and your team should hold the line and 
tell any doubter of importance that you will sched a call for them with me on sunday

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Wouldn’t hurt for you to call him, either.  I returned his call but he never called back - but I’ve heard he’s 
getting squishy… This will be the Adam Green problem - adding in debt-free college & expanding SS… 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

One thing that seemed to resonate at the staff level is when I said: “You know, we came up with The 
Progressive Agenda language for a reason.  THIS thing on 5/12 The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income 
Inequality.  But we can also envision building onto that The Progressive Agenda to Combat Climate 
Change…to Combat Retirement Insecurity…etc.”

Raul & Keith just need to know that this is a living/breathing movement that we can & will continually add 
to.

Just two cents from the cheap seats

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 5:46 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Keith Ellison

Will be impossible for me to make calls before tmrw. You and your team should hold the line and 
tell any doubter of importance that you will sched a call for them with me on sunday

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Wouldn’t hurt for you to call him, either.  I returned his call but he never called back - but I’ve heard he’s 
getting squishy… This will be the Adam Green problem - adding in debt-free college & expanding SS… 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: Nisha Anand <nisha@dreamcorps.us>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 3:25 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Call request from Van Jones

Hello Mr. Del Cecato,

I would like to set up a call with you and Van Jones as soon as possible. He has an immediate concern he 
would like to discuss with you or Mayor de Blasio.

He is very excited to join you on The Capitol steps this Tuesday and is quite inspired by what you put 
together. 

Please let me know asap when you have time to speak with him. He is on air at 7pm. Other then that, he 
can be available. 

Thanks,
Nisha

-- 

#YesWeCode #cut50



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 

That said, I just had a lovely conversation with Ellison’s chief of staff.  Once I explained the part about The 
Progressive Agenda to Combat Retirement Insecurity, The Progressive Agenda to Combat College Costs, etc 
- her mind was put at great ease.  She said the messaging made it seem like “this was the whole thing” - 
and asked if we could help message that it was NOT the whole thing (which we’ve done over and over - 
but press hasn’t written it that way), and asked if you might say something in your remarks Tues that SS 
and debt-free college were also huge issues (which you said in your op-ed) - but here is the starting point, 
etc.. 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 7:04 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Van is free now if you have a minute

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

We MUST do that. Put him first or second

From
Sent
To
Subject

Howard Dean



Hayley Prim

Hayley Prim



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From
Sent
To
Subject









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I understand, but there are a few other considerations here. Let's discuss. My instinct is to slot
him in right after Maria Elena

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

that’s a great idea, Marti.. doesn’t even need to bring flowers, could just come by as an OTR to visit

From: <Adams>, Marti <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, May 9, 2015 at 9:52 AM
To: "Gross, Dan" <DGross@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" 
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re:

Are there any shelters specifically for women and children or DV victims that he could visit? Bring flowers 
or something else for Mother's Day?

Sent from my iPhone

On May 8, 2015, at 19:33, Gross, Dan <DGross@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

This seems like a good hit. Happening all over the City tomorrow. 

http://www.riverkeeper.org/news-events/events/rvk-events/sweep2015/
When:
May 9, 2015
Where:
Throughout NYC and the Hudson Valley
The 2015 Riverkeeper Sweep, our fourth annual day of service for the Hudson River, will 
take place on Saturday, May 9. We are counting on YOU to make it the best Sweep yet, RAIN 
OR SHINE. Register now for one of 100+ cleanups and plantings from NYC to Albany and 
see what difference we can make in a day!
Our success during the 2014 Sweep was due to the leadership of over 120 Sweep Leaders 
and the dedication of nearly 2,000 volunteers and hundreds of community partners. 
Together we removed 31 tons of trash and recycling in 82 shoreline locations. More 
volunteers participated last year than in 2013, but less trash was removed overall – meaning 
that sites we’ve cleaned up in the past are not being abused as they once were. With your 
help we will continue to reclaim the Hudson River from the hands of polluters. 
If you have questions, please contact Dana Gulley at sweep@riverkeeper.org.

Sweep Project Sites
Click to register for any of over 90 service project sites. (If you are interested in an event that 
is not yet linked to a registration page, please check back soon.)
MANHATTAN



Inwood’s North Cove
Riverside Park 10-Mile Playground at 148th Street 
Harlem River Park
Hudson River Park Gansevoort Peninsula 
John V. Lindsay East River Park
Stuyvesant Cove Park
Randall’s Island Kickoff Event (May 8th Sponsor Kick-off: By Invitation Only)
Randall’s Island
BROOKLYN
Newtown Creek from North Brooklyn by Boat (Registration Closed)
Greenpoint Waterfront at Java Street + India Street
Greenpoint: Bushwick Inlet
Williamsburg: East River State Park
Williamsburg: Grand Ferry Park
Gowanus Canal: Thomas Greene Playground
Brooklyn Bridge Park (Registration Closed)
Red Hook: Valentino Park
QUEENS
Powell’s Cove Park Coastal Wetlands
Astoria Park
Jennifer’s Annual Flushing Bay Cleanup
Gantry Plaza State Park
Long Island City: Hallet’s Cove at Socrates Sculpture Park
Long Island City: Newtown Creek by Land
Long Island City: Newtown Creek by Canoe
BRONX
Riverdale Park Shoreline Cleanup Take Metro-North to Riverdale
Riverdale: College of Mount Saint Vincent
- See more at: http://www.riverkeeper.org/news-events/events/rvk-
events/sweep2015/#sthash.qcDTp56u.dpuf

On May 8, 2015, at 6:48 PM, Hagelgans, Andrea <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

What types of options do we need? Adding Dan/marti to think through ideas

----- Original Message -----
From: Wolfe, Emma
Sent: Friday, May 08, 2015 06:42 PM
To: Walzak, Phil; Carey, Michael; 'jfdc@akpdmedia.com' 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Hagelgans, Andrea
Subject: RE: 



No go?

-----Original Message-----
From: Walzak, Phil 
Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2015 8:52 PM
To: Wolfe, Emma; Carey, Michael; 'jfdc@akpdmedia.com'
Cc: Hagelgans, Andrea
Subject: Re:

That's the ticket

Yes 

----- Original Message -----
From: Wolfe, Emma
Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2015 08:45 PM
To: Carey, Michael; 'jfdc@akpdmedia.com' <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Walzak, Phil; Hagelgans, Andrea
Subject: Re:

A moms day thing?

----- Original Message -----
From: Carey, Michael
Sent: Thursday, May 07, 2015 08:43 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Walzak, Phil; Wolfe, Emma; Hagelgans, Andrea
Subject: Re: 

He has nothing planned Sunday AM :)

Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York

On May 7, 2015, at 7:47 PM, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:



Rolling Stone line plus subway email plus burger/lateness = no 
bueno. 

Is there any chance to get our guy to do something humble this 
weekend - not just officer wake, but maybe volunteering at St. 
Francis Xavier's soup kitchen (Union Square) on Sunday morning, 
unannounced to press? I could pitch him on this, if you guys 
don't think I'm out of my mind. 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ok, let's keep the 11am call 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Let's discuss tmrw. And remind me I need to connect with van jones late afternoon

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Hayley Prim
c: 



Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: I'm being told that



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Have we scrubbed it? 

From
Sent
To
Subject

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: So John





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yes – can we confirm 3:00 PM ET today?
 
Dustin J. Brandenburg
Director of Operations
Office of Congressman Keith Ellison
Telephone: (202) 225 - 4755
Fax: (202) 225 - 4886
 
Congressman Keith Ellison - E-Newsletter - Twitter - Facebook - Flickr - YouTube
 
All scheduling requests should be emailed to ellison.scheduler@mail.house.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hi there!
 
Is the Congressman free today from 3-5 at all?
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



Cell. (347) 276-6572



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





Diversity, UNITE HERE! (2 mins)

§  All other labor representatives, Members of Congress, U.S. Mayors, 
Progressive Organizational and Economic Policy Leaders (2-3 sentences)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sorry - it was Hayley

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, May 9, 2015 at 2:13 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <
Subject: Re: So John

I've never communicated with Eric 

Let me know what you need me to do 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 9, 2015, at 1:26 PM, John Del Cecato @akpdmedia.com> wrote:

I think we have a transcript… Elana - I think you got to Eric - or was that just the audio itself?

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, May 9, 2015 at 11:28 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Rebecca Katz <  "Leopold, 
Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Fwd: So John

Have we scrubbed it? 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
Since eric isn't gonna write another book - and this was a very solid, non-haughty interview - 
I think we should say yes

Begin forwarded message:



From: Eric Alterman <
Date: May 9, 2015 at 10:21:33 AM EDT
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: So John

Missed you again at poker, though I keep winning so it's ok.

Given the announcement next week and all the attention that will garner, I 
wonder if it be ok with you if I follow up afterward--by a week or two--with an 
edited transcript of my interview with the mayor to run in The Nation and on 
the website. I think it will be a good opportunity to present an unvarnished 
view of how the "Contract" fits into a larger vision--a vision that might 
otherwise get lost in the focus on just the pros and cons of the contract and 
the names attached to it.

Any problem with this? I'd hate to see it go to waste

all best

ERA

-- 
Eric Alterman

CUNY Distinguished Professor of English and Journalism, Brooklyn College
"Liberal Media" Columnist, The Nation,
Senior Fellow, Center for American Progress, The Nation Institute
305 W.98th Street, 2 C-S, New York, New York, 10025
(917)538-9726 www.ericalterman.com





Retirement Insecurity, AND - more directly to your point - The
Progressive Agenda to Combat Racial Disparities (working title 
only)…
 
The idea was that there are so many issues that needed to be
a part of the movement we’re building, we wouldn’t want to 
give certain issues short-shrift.  
 
Mass Incarceration is part of the issue of racial disparities, but
so is the abuse of stop-and-frisk (obviously something we’ve 
focused on in NYC), infant mortality, HIV/AIDS, pediatric
asthma, and other issues.
 
My thought is that corralling as many individuals on 5/12 as 
possible would allow us to shine a brighter light down the 
road, on other issues - like racial disparities - than if we just 
took one piece & added it to the Tuesday Document.
 
I haven’t mentioned this part to the mayor, but I was thinking
Baltimore would be a natural place for that stage of the TPA 
to take place.
 
So this is just the START.  We have so much more that we’re 
planning to focus the national conversation on.  
 
And we’re not talking about doing this for a couple of months.  
 
The mayor wants this to be part of a two year plan AND 
BEYOND (which is why he spent so much time discussing the 
“TPA” title with us).
 
Sorry for the long-winded response – just trying to let you 
know the thought process.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I did a call with Heather and Deepak on 4/20, where a number of things were discussed - including mass 
incarceration - but it doesn’t seem from my notes (or my memory) that they were in any way saying it 
HAD to be in there… Notes will follow in separate email… 

The other thing to note is that on 4/28 - after she saw the Final Document - the ONLY pushback was on 
debt-free college (no mention of mass incarceration)… So I would say that her mentioning incarceration 
ONCE to me (and me not including it in the document, which seemed to satisfy her until TODAY), is a FAR 
CRY from me “steamrolling” her or whatever.. 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 5:30 PM
To: Heather McGhee <hmcghee@demos.org>
Subject: Re: The Final Document...

Outstanding - thanks so much!

You’re not the only one to have raised debt-free college… So while I can’t make any promises, there’s a 
chance we could get that in (don’t hold me to that!)… 

Let me get back to you with targets - but really appreciate quick turnaround!

From: Heather McGhee <hmcghee@demos.org>
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 5:16 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: The Final Document...

Hi John,
 
Glad to see some more “universal” type language in the end product. It’s too bad that you 
eliminated “debt-free college”, since the progressive community just launched a Debt-Free College 
Initiative last week (CPC, Schumer, Warren). If there’s some strategy there, would love to hear it 
(though it’s not urgent). I will be there in person with my colleague Lenore Palladino.
 
Do you have a list of targets?
 

From:
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So exciting, right??  
 
Heather/Deepak - first and foremost we want you both there, of course… But if you could 
ALSO serve as emissaries to people in your orbit who would make good signers or attendees 
- we’d LOVE to take you up on that as well… 
 
Here’s the email we’re sending out far & wide today… Thanks so much!
 

 
 
On Tuesday, May 12 at 3:00pm, national progressive leaders will gather at the U.S. Capitol 
Building’s House Triangle to declare their support for The Progressive Agenda to Combat 
Income Inequality.
 
The group of supporters will include federal and local elected officials, labor officials, cultural 
leaders, and progressive activists. 
 
The Progressive Agenda – a progressive alternative, of sorts, to the 1994 Republican 
Contract with America – will include specific proposals to lift the floor for working people, 
support working parents, and promote tax fairness – policies that reward work rather than 
just wealth.
 
The event stems from a summit that Mayor de Blasio convened in New York City in early 
April, where a group of national progressive leaders gathered to discuss ways the country 
could combat the crisis of our time -- income inequality.
 
The Progressive Agenda builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers, think 
tanks, and progressive activists.  It is not meant to be seen as a comprehensive set of 
proposals to combat income inequality, but rather a bold collection of core policy proposals 
around which progressives can organize and mobilize.
 
You are cordially invited to join us at 3pm on May 12!
 
If you cannot attend in person, we’d still urge you to sign on to the document.
 
To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, preferably no later than Monday, 
May 4. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, and feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 
 



The Progressive Agenda
To Combat Income Inequality

 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Lift the Floor for Working People
                                                                 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Raise the federal minimum wage, so that 

it reaches $15/hour, while indexing it to inflation.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reform the National Labor Relations Act, 

to enhance workers’ right to organize and rebuild the middle class.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass comprehensive immigration reform 

to grow the economy and protect against exploitation of low-wage 
workers.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Oppose trade deals that hand more 
power to corporations at the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, 
and the environment.
 

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Support Working Families

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass national paid sick leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass national paid family leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Make Pre-K, after-school programs and 

childcare universal.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Allow students to refinance student loan 

debt to take advantage of lower interest rates.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Tax Fairness
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Close the carried interest loophole.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->End tax breaks for companies that ship 

jobs overseas.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Implement the “Buffett Rule” so 



millionaires pay their fair share.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Close the CEO tax loophole that allows 

corporations to take advantage of “performance pay” write-offs.
 
 

###
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READOUT from JDC call with Heather McGhee & Deepak
 
 

Possible additions to The Progressive Contract:

1.  Democracy Reform/Campaign Finance Reform. 
Consistent with Stiglitz re: political inequality connection to economic inequality.
 
2.  Target resources to the hardest-hit neighborhoods.
Neighborhoods with high-employment – particularly communities of color -- need 
more job opportunities, higher wages. AfAm unemployment rate is twice the white 
unemployment rate.  Latino workers disproportionately affected by overtime abuse.
 
3.  Criminal justice reform/immigration reform.
People need a second chance to enter labor market.  These folks are often victims of 
wage theft, violation of labor protections, being shut out of employment altogether.  
Need to bring people out of the shadows.  Signaling our priorities here, even obliquely, 
will help bring more groups into the fold, fire people up, etc.
 
 
Action items required by MBDB:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Potential call or two with some key 
groups, like Congressional Progressive Caucus.
 

A little love will go a long way in terms of participation.
 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Call Grijalva and Ellison to make this 

happen/get their buy-in?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Call Mary Kay Henry (funder of a lot of 
these progressive causes, and a big source of ground troops.

 
Done by JDC:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Sent Heather & Deepak the Iowa speech.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Explained the basic game plan for 

Roosevelt/de Blasio effort on 5/12.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Adding their ideas to the Progressive 



Contract Draft.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->4. <!--[endif]-->Looping Roosevelt organizers/press 

folks into the Heather/Deepak effort – forming task force/working group 
to move us to 5/12.

 
 
 
 
 
Iowa speech…
 
 
Breyen – broad economic inequality challenge…
 
Abusesin the low-wage labor market… Overtime abuse… Reinvesting in those 
communities… The coming America… Ways
 
Criminal justice system – second- chance to come into labor market – wage theft & 
labor protections… Billions of wages being stolen, people are shut out of the system…
 
Criminal and immigration policies keep potential workers in the shadows… 
Regularizing undocumented workers…  Mass incarceration – Bring people out of the 
shadows.. criminal justice – signaling…
 
Get them the list of names….
 
Felicia, Dave, Nellie – loop them into activiating/organizing…
 
Group call…
 
Little bit of courtship will go a long way…
 
CPC – de Blasio…
 
Conference call… with CPC… 
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are they also attendees?



From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 5:53 PM
To: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim
<
Cc: "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Mayor's for TPA
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So the only Mayor’s to currently sign on are Baraka and
Whaley?
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Our Mayor wants to know which of the following have
signed on. Those who have not- he wants to call. Here we
go!
 
Mayor Murray
Mayor Hales



Mayor Lee
Mayor Garcetti
Mayor Adler
Mayor Hodges
Mayor Barrett
Mayor Peduto
Mayor Cranley
Mayor Reed
Mayor Brown
Mayor Benjamin
Mayor Bowser
Mayor Nutter
Mayor Barake
Mayor Walsh
Mayor Elorza
Mayor Harp       
Mayor Segarra
Mayor Brannan
Upstate Mayors (Sheehan, Minor, Warren, Brown)
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Got it
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are they also attendees?

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 5:53 PM
To: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del
Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim
<
Cc: "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Mayor's for TPA
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Cc:
Subject:

So the only Mayor’s to currently sign on are Baraka and
Whaley?
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Cc:
Subject:

Our Mayor wants to know which of the following have
signed on. Those who have not- he wants to call. Here we
go!
 
Mayor Murray
Mayor Hales
Mayor Lee
Mayor Garcetti
Mayor Adler
Mayor Hodges
Mayor Barrett
Mayor Peduto
Mayor Cranley
Mayor Reed
Mayor Brown
Mayor Benjamin
Mayor Bowser
Mayor Nutter
Mayor Barake
Mayor Walsh
Mayor Elorza
Mayor Harp       
Mayor Segarra
Mayor Brannan
Upstate Mayors (Sheehan, Minor, Warren, Brown)
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I LOVE that idea!!

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I love that idea.  We’ll figure out a way to get to her, and if
she’s willing, what a fantastic thing to have on our website, to
push out to our people, to tweet & FB and such!

From: FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 2:35 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim
<
Subject: Re: Toni Morrison Essay for TPA

Video Toni reading it. It's PERFECT.

Sent from my iPhone

On May 8, 2015, at 2:30 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
wrote:

I’d love to get it out there before the event… Will
brainstorm on how to do that… 

And, as expected, it’s beautifully written - and on a higher
level than mere mortals could ever communicate… 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 2:27 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, FLONYC
<FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Toni Morrison Essay for TPA

That is smoking hot!! Not sure I'd change a thing.
Chirlane, what do you think? And JDC/HP, how can we
get the maximum bang out of this? Can we get an
exclusive someone before it goes on the website? And
could we have the right cultural figure read it aloud on
Tues? Is that worth it?
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How has Donna Edwards responded? Should I call her?

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

We’ll take that… But we’d also like him there on 5/12… Davis - you want to
follow up with Josh?

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:53 PM
To: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "
<
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  John Davis
<  John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim
<  "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: TPA Calls Scheduled for today starting at 12:00PM
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Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 
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My two cents….

Obama has never, in his bones, been a fervent "fair trade" guy.  And he’s never been a natural populist.

It’s true that he got his start working as a community organizer in the shadow of South Chicago’s 
abandoned steel mills.  

But if memory serves me correctly, many of those steel jobs went to Indiana, not overseas.  And some 
were no doubt lost to automation/globalization - not to any specific trade deal.  

So Obama was working to keep people from falling through the cracks of a shredded social safety net 
(remember - this was the Reagan era).

During the NAFTA years, Obama was working as a civil rights lawyer.  I’m sure he followed the NAFTA 
debate, but I doubt that immersed himself in it.

And he’s always tried to find a way to bring everybody - even corporations - to the table.  When he talked 
about health care in the 2008 race, he used to say “the insurance industry can have a seat at the table; 
they just can’t buy every seat.”  People like John Edwards, on both trade & health care, were far more 
pointed and aggressive in calling out the excesses of corporate power.

That’s all to say that Obama probably holds out hope that he’ll fashion a trade deal that will be good for 
jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment.  He wants a big accomplishment for his legacy.  And there’s no 
question that he’ll fight for a better deal than any Republican president would have.

But these global trade deals aren’t the same as domestic legislation.  Multi-national corporations have far 
more at stake (profit-wise) than they would, say, in the effort to craft national health care legislation.  And 
they will act accordingly.

From: <Williams>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, May 10, 2015 at 12:20 PM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, 
Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Yahoo! News: Why Obama is happy to fight Elizabeth Warren on the trade deal

This below excerpt feels like the most correct.  This is a good deal for companies, purports to have some 
elements that mitigate harm to employees, and has a better than snowball's chance in hell of happening.  
It's really important to the President because it is achievable, and it's really important to organized 
progressives because nothing else is achievable federally.  I don't think there's substantial new information 
in this article or in the debate:

What’s mostly going on here, though, is that frustrated liberals see in the Asian 
trade deal an opportunity to draw the line on globalization, period. No one 
thinks this deal is going to be the ruin of American workers, when all is said 
and done. What they think is that there has to be a moment when industry 
loses and the country finally turns its attention to the things you can do for 
workers, like raising the minimum wage (a more than reasonable suggestion) 
and relaxing rules that make organizing more difficult.  Taking a stand against 
the trade pact is really just a way of taking a stand against 30-plus years of 
policies that favored business over everyone else.

And this is what so frustrates Obama, to the point where he would come to 
make his stand at the headquarters of a company reviled by labor, almost as a 
provocation. Obama, as his detractors have often pointed out, is a study in 
cool-blooded analysis and professorial debate; whatever his gift of oratory, his 
real passion is for the triumph of reason over histrionics.  So you can see how it 
would annoy Obama no end that no matter how many mitigating facts and 
figures he throws at the opponents in his own party, their determination to sink 
the deal only intensifies. What they really want, it seems to him, isn’t a better 
trade deal, but rather a time machine that can transport us all back to the 
moment before globalization began.

All of that, is in a context where, unlike congressional folks, we don't have full knowledge of the text of the 
deal, and don't have an ability to assess the quality of deal provisions, except secondhand.   Some real part 
of Obama's charge against Warren and other MOCs is that they actually know everything about the deal, 
so they are being disingenuous.

Sent from my iPad

On May 10, 2015, at 11:57 AM, "B" <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

What’s mostly going on here, though, is that frustrated liberals see in the Asian trade deal an 
opportunity to draw the line on globalization, period. No one thinks this deal is going to be 



the ruin of American workers, when all is said and done. What they think is that there has to 
be a moment when industry loses and the country finally turns its attention to the things 
you can do for workers, like raising the minimum wage (a more than reasonable suggestion) 
and relaxing rules that make organizing more difficult.
Taking a stand against the trade pact is really just a way of taking a stand against 30-plus 
years of policies that favored business over everyone else.
And this is what so frustrates Obama, to the point where he would come to make his stand 
at the headquarters of a company reviled by labor, almost as a provocation. Obama, as his 
detractors have often pointed out, is a study in cool-blooded analysis and professorial 
debate; whatever his gift of oratory, his real passion is for the triumph of reason over 
histrionics.
So you can see how it would annoy Obama no end that no matter how many mitigating facts 
and figures he throws at the opponents in his own party, their determination to sink the deal 
only intensifies. What they really want, it seems to him, isn’t a better trade deal, but rather a 
time machine that can transport us all back to the moment before globalization began.
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Mayor Steve Adler of Austin, TX just signed. Can't be there but wants his name on the list and
wants to work with us. And we really need to push ed murray and marty walsh and ed lee
again. Also garcetti. Make me do a final blitz
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How has Donna Edwards responded? Should I call her?
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We’ll take that… But we’d also like him there on 5/12… Davis - you want to follow up
with Josh?

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:53 PM
To: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "
<
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  John Davis <
John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <  "Leopold,
Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: TPA Calls Scheduled for today starting at 12:00PM
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12:00PM Governor Mark Dayton (Minnesota)

12:45PM Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (Rhode Island)

1:15PM Congressman GK Butterfield, Chair of the Black Caucus



(North Carolina)

Former Congressman Barney Frank

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 
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BRIEFING MEMO 
 
WHAT: Roosevelt Institute event with Sen. Warren, Prof. Stiglitz 
WHEN: Tuesday, May 12th – from 830am to 11am (MBDB at 1035AM) 
 
 
STIGLITZ MESSAGE: 
 

Dominant economic frameworks over the past 35 years – like "trickle-down" 
economics, and the idea that markets work perfectly on their own – paved 
the way for an onslaught of policies that decimated America's middle class. 
This paper presents an evidence-backed alternative framework: 

 
Markets are shaped by laws, regulations and institutions. Rules matter. 

 
The rules determine how fast the economy grows, and who shares in the 
benefits of that prosperity. 

 
Concentrated wealth can hurt economic performance. Under the right rules, 
shared prosperity and strong economic performance reinforce each other. 
There is no trade-off. 

 
A tentative, piecemeal policy response to help the neediest will not suffice. 
We must rewrite the rules of the economy with a focus on restoring a balance 
of power between the competing interests that make up the modern 
economy. 

 
 
RUN OF SHOW: 
 
NOTE: No holding room.  Reserved seats in the front row for Senator Warren and 
MBDB. 
 

8:30 AM 

Breakfast Starts - 
National Press Club 
- 529 14th Street, 
NW; 13th Floor 
 

9:00 

Program begins. RI 
CEO Felicia Wong 
remarks & 
introduces Joseph 
Stiglitz 

9:03-9:15 Stiglitz Remarks 



9:15 Wong Intros Rana F. 
9:17-10:15 Panel 

10:15 
Wong introduces 
Senator Warren 

10:17-10:33 
Senator Warren 
Speaks 

10:33 
Wong Introduces 
Mayor de Blasio 

10:35-10:50 
Mayor de Blasio 
speaks 

10:50 Wong Closes 
 

### 
 
 



DRAFT REMARKS 
Roosevelt Institute event 

Tuesday, May 12th 
10:35 AM – 10:50 AM (15 minutes) 

 
Thank you to Felicia Wong for that very kind introduction, and for your 
tremendous leadership as CEO and President of the Roosevelt Institute. 
 
As you may know, Dr. Wong received her PhD from the University of 
California at Berkeley, where I’ll be visiting this Thursday to discuss income 
inequality.  And I was told this morning that if when I’m on campus, if I just 
mention Felicia’s name, I automatically receive an honorary degree from U-
Cal Berkeley.  THAT is how much power her name packs. 

 
I also want to thank Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, not only for producing this incredibly 
important, through-provoking analysis for rewriting the rules of our modern 
economy, but also for his advice and support as we have gotten to know each 
other these past few months.  I know of no one who has thought more deeply 
and advocated more passionately for big, bold, sweeping changes to rebuild 
the American middle class and restore the principles that will make our 
country a place of opportunity for everyone.  And I’m told that if I’m ever in 
STOCKHOLM and mention the name Joe Stiglitz, the immediate response will 
be “Yes, we gave him the Nobel Prize.  Now what the hell are you doing here, 
Mr. de Blasio?” 

 
I also want to thank Senator Elizabeth Warren for her tireless advocacy on 
behalf of middle-class people – not just in her time as Senator, but for three 
DECADES – as an academic, as a regulator, as a policy expert and advisor.  
Like many of you, I’m inspired by her brilliance, her passion, and her lifelong 
dedication to challenging the most powerful interests on behalf of those 
whose voices too often go unheard.  I was honored to co-author an op-ed 
with Senator Warren last week, and I’m humbled to be with her in person 
here today. 

 
I also want to applaud the Roosevelt Institute for the invaluable contribution 
that they make to the public discourse, particularly on the matter that’s been 
discussed today – thinking big and bold about what it takes to fundamentally 
change the way our economy works…to ensure that we are creating a more 
just society…a place where EVERYONE gets a shot at a better life. 

 
I’m so proud to serve 8.4 million people as mayor of the greatest city on 
Earth. 

 
I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed then – and 
still believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that is income inequality. 



 
I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had become, 
particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re home to Wall Street, 
which has come roaring back – breaking record after record.  At the same 
time, 46 percent of our population was living at or near the poverty line.  

 
I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality posed a 
threat to those who were struggling…not simply because those in the middle 
class felt more and more anxious about staying IN the middle class…but 
because living in a Gilded City was a threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to 
what made New York so great for so many generations prior. 

 
So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real successes 
– universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who wants it.  We more that 
DOUBLED the number of young people with access to after-school programs. 

 
We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  We 
extended the living wage to thousands more.  We’ve had over 100,000 New 
Yorkers apply for a municipal ID.  We’re fighting to increase the minimum 
wage.   

 
And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal affordable 
housing plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to building or preserving 
200,000 units of affordable housing, and requiring – for the first time ever – 
that developers include affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in 
New York. 

 
We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality every way we 
know how – with every tool at our disposal. 

 
I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help 
rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  What 
happens in Washington – or doesn’t happen – makes an enormous difference 
to my 8.4 million constituents back home. 

 
When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon many policies 
first developed in states and cities across America.  Governors, Mayors, city 
and state legislatures – we all have the opportunity to incubate ideas at the 
local level, and create momentum for real, progressive national change. 

 
Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum -- have 
converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to enact bold structural 
changes to rebuild our middle class -- like many of the steps that Dr. Stiglitz is 
proposing today. 

 



In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just wealth.   
 

That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the minimum wage, 
strengthening the rights of workers to organize, and cracking down on wage 
theft. 

 
It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid sick and 
paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school programs and child care; 
and helping students graduate from college without a mountain of debt 
hanging over their heads. 

 
And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system more fair – 
closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the wealthy use to take their 
massive profits and wealth…and simply pile up greater profits and wealth for 
themselves. 

 
Just one example – the carried interest loophole, which you’ve all heard 
about – a loophole that allows billionaire hedge fund managers to pay a 
lower overall tax rate than the hardworking men and women who clean their 
summer homes, or pilot their private jets. 

 
Now you’ve heard why this sort of thing is possible.  It’s because the system 
is rigged to benefit those at the top – and to leave everybody else behind. 

 
We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to create more 
success stories. 

 
We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re willing to 
work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.” 

 
For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It was the 
definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that promise…that 
dream…has steadily slipped away. 

 
And that’s why we have to stand together.  Progressive economists, 
academics, elected officials, and everyday Americans in all fifty states. 

 
And you know what?  The American people are already there.  Just look at 
the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, with 60,000 people 
taking to the streets to fight for a minimum wage.   

 
It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR voices…and to follow 
THEIR lead. 

 
It was Franklin Roosevelt himself who said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to 



help each other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an 
alien power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a 
President and Senators and Congressmen and government officials but the 
voters of this country.  END QUOTE. 

 
So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of income 
inequality is massive.  But it is well within our power to take it head on, and a 
make a real difference. 

 
And we won’t do it from the top-down.  We’ll do it as a progressive 
force…city by city, neighborhood by neighborhood…listening to the people 
who sent us to make the change for which they hunger. 

 
And we’ll do it…together. 

 
Thank you.  

 
### 



Q: Why are you doing this? 
A: Progressives see the national conversation moving more and more to income 

inequality – something that was only happening in small circles a year ago.  
Now is the time to not only recognize the problem, but commit to real 
solutions for combatting it. 

 
Q:   Is Elizabeth Warren signed on to TPA? 
A:   She won’t be attending the event at the Capitol Building, but we’ve been 

working together to shine a light on many of these issues – as we did with 
our op-ed recently.  In fact, we’ll be appearing together that morning at an 
event hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, where Joe Stiglitz will be unveiling a 
comprehensive approach to rewriting the rules of the economy to rebuild the 
middle class.   

 
Q:   Officials who were at the Gracie event, including Sen. Brown and Gov. 

Strickland said they will not sign on to the agenda or be at the May 12 event, 
although they sympathize with the Mayor's goals. Do you have any concerns 
that attendees of the April 2 Gracie Mansion meeting not signing on?  

A:  Some folks have a policy against signing pledges, and that’s fine.  Both 
Senator Brown and Governor Strickland have been strong champions in this effort 
to combat income inequality, particularly on proposals to lift the floor for working 
people. 
 
Q: Is this a rebuke of Hillary? 
A: No, this isn’t about an individual.  We’re here to send a message to ALL 
elected officials and candidates for every office, up and down the ballot, in both 
parties: to tackle income inequality, we must implement bold progressive policies. 
 
Q: What does Hillary have to do for you to back her? 
A: I think what progressives want to see from her – and from elected officials 
and candidates at every level – is a vision…an economic framework…that really 
tackles income inequality. 
 
Q: Some people here have already backed Hillary.  You, notably, have not.   
A: We are here to say that anyone hoping to lead the American people – up and 
down the ballot – must have a plan to combat income inequality that’s based on 
progressive principles. 
 
Q: What are your next steps? 
A: There are a host of ways of engaging progressive leaders, and the progressive 
Americans they speak to, or speak for.  The leadership of organized labor will be 
speaking to their members and building support for the cause.  The heads of 
progressive organizations will be channeling the support of everyday Americans 
who are eager to spread the word within their communities.  Elected officials will go 
back to their states and districts and cities to build support among their 
constituents.  And we will ALL be fanning out and speaking out, driving people from 



across the country to our website – asking them to sign on, to offer comments and 
suggestions, and to hold elected officials and candidates accountable for results. 
 
Q: What happens if a candidate or elected official doesn’t endorse The 
Progressive Agenda?  Will you all campaign against them? 
A: We’re asking them to commit to these principles because they are three 
things: 1) real solutions to income inequality; 2) feasible ideas; 3) resonant with 
millions of Americans who are desperate for leadership on these economic matters.  
We’re looking to elevate these issues into the national dialogue in a positive, pro-
active way. 
 
Q: Grover Norquist makes conservative candidates and elected officials sign a 
no-tax pledge – and he strongly backs those who do, while punishing those who do 
not.  Is that what you’re trying to replicate? 
A: It’s not about the backing or non-backing from folks up here.  It’s about the 
people we represent – progressives across the country.  And to motivate those 
Americans – to get them on their feet, activated, and encouraged to support a 
candidate or elected official – they need to know that the candidate or elected 
official is with them on these core issues. 
 
Q: Even if you continue to have a Democratic White House, you’ll likely have a 
Republican Congress.  How can any of this get done? 
A: This isn’t just about the White House and Congress.  BUT, I will say this.  
There are those who see divided government & believe that nothing but the most 
watered-down measures can get support.  I don’t believe that.  If you push hard 
enough, organize aggressively enough, and make it front-and-center in the national 
conversation, politicians who might ordinarily be afraid to be bold will suddenly see 
that it’s not just “okay” to have a backbone.  It’s an existential requirement. 
 
Q:  The NYS GOP Chair said YOU would beat HRC in a primary. 
A: As much as I enjoy getting political advice from the GOP Chair – let me be 
clear: I’m not running for president.  That’s my Sherman-esque answer.  We just 
want these policies to be implemented. 
 
Q: Should Elizabeth Warren run? 
A: I think she has already made her intentions clear, and I’ll make my message 
clear: this isn’t about personalities; it’s about policies. 
 
Q: Could you see yourself supporting Martin O’Malley?  He agrees with you on a 
lot of this stuff. 
A: Policies.  Not Personalities. 
 
Q: Some of the things you’ve mentioned, like the TPP, are being supported by 
President Obama.  Are you prepared to go to war with the White House on Fast 
Track? 
A: It’s not about war with the White House, or the GOP Congress.  It’s about 



standing up for what’s right – no matter where the chips fall.  I believe that Fast 
Track is a bad deal for American workers. 
 
Q: Why isn’t Sen. Warren here? 
A: I’ve been working with Senator Warren on these issues.  We just published a 
joint op-ed that touched on many of these topics, and several others, as well.  I was 
with her at the Roosevelt Institute event with Joe Stiglitz this morning.  The group 
assembled here is clearly not an exhaustive list of those who support our agenda.  
But the folks here represent a diverse group of progressive groups and constituents 
who are hungry for economic policy aimed at combatting income inequality. 
 
Q: Aren’t you concerned that candidates or elected officials will look at all the 
taxes you’re proposing here & say “Geez, I don’t want an attack ad run by the Koch 
Brothers saying I support trillions in higher taxes.” 
A: Here’s the hard truth.  If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need two 
things: 1) more investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working 
people; and 2) more revenue from those at the very top – millionaires, billionaires, 
and wealthy corporations.  There’s no secret pot of money.  And if you’re going to be 
serious about investing in programs that help the 99 Percent, then the One Percent 
has to be willing to help foot the bill.  The Koch Brothers have a different point of 
view – give more tax breaks to big oil companies and fellow billionaires, at the 
expense of everybody else.  I welcome that debate. 
 
Q: How does this help the people of New York City?  Are you getting outside the 
realm of your Day Job? 
A: The fact is, we are doing many of these things at the city level.  We’re trying 
to do some at the state level.  Others only make sense at the federal level.  We 
shouldn’t silo government into city or state or federal.  People don’t look at their 
government like that.  They know that the people they put into public office have to 
work together, at all levels of government, to achieve real change.  And there’s so 
much more that we can do to lift the lives of working people here in NYC if we have 
support from the federal government, and from people of good conscience from 
across the country. 
 
Q: You specifically mention closing the carried interest loophole.  That would be 
a big hit to a lot of the private equity, hedge fund, and real estate folks in New York 
City.  Are you declaring war on them – and do you worry that doing so could derail 
your efforts on education or affordable housing here at home? 
A: No one is declaring war.  We are shining a bright light on the defining issue of 
our times – the fact that since the Recession ended, the One Percent has seen their 
real income grow by 35%.  The 99 Percent have seen theirs grow 0.8%.  Put another 
way, the One Percent captured 91% of the real income gains since 2009. 
 
Now, there’s no legitimate reason that a hedge fund manager should pay a lower 
effective tax rate than the woman who cleans his beach house or the guy who pilots 
his private plane.  That makes zero sense. 



 
Rewarding work, and not just wealth, isn’t just morally right.  It’s smart economics.  
Consumers need money in their pockets to spend on necessities.  In turn, that 
money goes into the economy and lifts it for everyone.  
 
Q: When you say that the income gap has favored the One Percent over the 99 
Percent since 2009 – isn’t that a direct indictment of President Obama?  Should he 
have done more to help the non-rich? 
A: President Obama has made great efforts to close the income gap.  Some have 
called ObamaCare one of the greatest social programs aimed at reducing income 
inequality since the New Deal.  I agree.  There was the stimulus, which greatly 
expanded the EITC.  And there was his success in raising the top marginal tax rate to 
where it was when Bill Clinton left office.  What the income inequality statistics tell 
us is this: we need to be even more aggressive lifting the floor for working people, 
and that has to include a greater contribution by those at the very top. 
 
Q: Some of the folks who were at the original Gracie Confab have criticized you 
for not including mass incarceration as part of TPA.  Why do you not think that’s 
important enough to be part of TPA? 
A: Mass incarceration is a huge problem – and one that we’ve set out to address 
in New York City.  We’ve ended the overuse of stop-and-frisk – from around 700,000 a 
few years before I took office, to less than 50,000 last year.  Since we implemented our 
new marijuana policy, arrests are down 65 percent.  We’ve launched a plan to shrink the 
population at New York City jails by 25 percent in 10 years. 
 
And this is an important issue across the country – one that progressives will be 
addressing in the national context in the months to come.  This is just the start – not 
the final chapter – in how we hope to elevate solutions to core issues of economic 
and social justice. 
 
Q: What about expanding Social Security?  Or debt-free college?  There are 
reports that many of the original “signers” to your agenda have dropped out – 
reportedly furious that you refused to include those issues. 
A: Everyone has to make their own decision about whether to support or not 
support The Progressive Agenda that we’ve unveiled today.  But I’ve made my 
support for the issues you’ve mentioned clear.  In fact, I wrote an op-ed with 
Elizabeth Warren that mentioned them specifically! 
 This is the result of a long and collaborative process.  Just because something 
doesn’t appear as a plank on this agenda doesn’t mean it’s not important.  It doesn’t 
mean it won’t be part of our efforts in the months to come.  Again, this is the floor –
not the ceiling.  Stay tuned for more to come! 
 
Q: Have you thought about what all of this stuff costs?  How are you going to pay 
for all of this?  Things like child care and paid family leave are really expensive. 



A: This isn’t meant to be a budget blueprint.  This is a document designed to 
highlight some real, bold, progressive policies that can help combat income 
inequality.  It’s an organizing tool, and a way to elevate the discussion on some 
really important issues. 
 
Q: If these things are so important to you, why have you done them in New 
York?  The city doesn’t offer paid family leave, for example. 
A: In New York City, we’ve tackled a number of issues on this list – but no, we 
haven’t tackled them all.  Many of these issues are best dealt with at the national 
level – some because of the price tag, and some for reasons of competition between 
states and cities.  National policy puts everyone on a level playing field. 
 
Q: With so many wealthy New Yorkers, are you concerned that this agenda will 
soak your constituents, while giving Congress the power to use the money 
generated for programs in other states? 
A: We do have some very wealthy residents in New York.  And they need to pay 
their fair share in taxes.  We also have a massive number of residents who are 
struggling, and who could benefit from a host of initiatives presented here.  And we 
believe that we can make an effective case that when New York City is contributing 
more in federal taxes, then we deserve more help in rebuilding our bruised and 
battered middle class, and more help in lifting up those in poverty.   
 
 
 



Reforming Labor Law 
 
Background: When workers try to organize unions they are often 
harassed, intimidated or fired, taking away their bargaining power and 
harming their access to adequate wages and quality healthcare. 
Workers in unions earn 30 percent higher wages and are 63 percent 
more likely to have employer-provided heath insurance. 
 
Possible Solution: The Employee Free Choice Act:  A Congressional 
bill that would make it easier for workers to join unions, make it easier 
for newly unionized workers to reach contracts with their employers, 
and strengthen penalties for those that violate labor law to seek to 
prevent workers from using their right to organize.  The legislation 
removes the power of employers to demand an additional and separate 
ballot if a majority of employee signatures were collected.  It also assigns 
the organizing union as the official collective bargaining representative if 
a majority of employee signatures are collected.  The legislation also 
requires employers and their unions to enter binding arbitration to 
produce a collective agreement if one cannot be met 90 days after the 
unionization of employees, and after 30 days of mediation time (120 days 
total). The arbitration agreement would be binding for a period of two 
years. Lastly, the legislation increases penalties on employers who 
discriminate against workers for union involvement. 
 
 
Immigration Reform and Wage Theft 
 
Immigrant workers are even more vulnerable because they can 
be threatened with deportation. In 2002, the Supreme Court ruled that 
undocumented workers cannot seek basic labor protections because 
they are not legally allowed to work. Therefore, employers can subject 
undocumented immigrants to abuse and dangerous working conditions 
for little pay, without worrying about legal action. 
 
http://thinkprogress.org/immigration/2013/07/10/2276121/dc-
undocumented-immigrant-wage-theft/ 
 
 
 



Student Loan Refinancing 
 
Background: Some with outstanding loans pay interest rates of 7% or 
higher for undergraduate loans, while students taking out new 
undergraduate loans pay 3.86% under the Bipartisan Student Loan 
Certainly Act passed by Congress in summer 2013. Outstanding student 
loans now total more than $1.2 trillion, surpassing total credit card 
debt.  One in seven borrowers defaults on federal student loans within 
three years of beginning repayment. 
 
Possible Solutions: S. 2432 – Bank on Students Emergency Loan 
Refinancing Act:  Would allow more than 25 million people with 
outstanding student loan debt to refinance their federal student loans or 
private loans at the lower interest rates currently offered to new 
borrowers, while maintaining full borrower protections of federal 
student loans (rather than forcing borrowers refinance with private 
banks). The loss of federal revenue from the lower loan interest income 
would require additional DOE direct spending (via its Direct Loan 
Program), according to the CBO, but would be offset in full by the “Buffet 
Rule” – a minimum 30% income tax payment from people who earn 
between $1 and $2 million. 
  
 
Paid Family Leave 
 
The United States is the only advanced economy without a national 
paid-leave law. Only three states -- California, New Jersey and Rhode 
Island -- offer this critical support for working men and women. Even 
Human Rights Watch has noticed, citing America for failing its families 
in a scathing report a few years back. In the latest edition of Expecting 
Better, a report card issued annually by the National Partnership for 
Women and Families, not a single state merited an "A." California took 
home an A-minus, New Jersey, a B-plus, and New York, a lackluster B-
minus. 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-ochshorn/new-yorks-real-
wealth-pro b 6950998.html 
 
 



Tax Breaks for Shipping Jobs 
Overseas/Deferral/Inversion/Repatriation 
 
SMALLER ONE (NOT AFFECTED BY REPATRIATION): 
“Firms can generally deduct business expenses,” said Kimberly Clausing, 
the Thormund A. Miller and Walter Mintz Professor of Economics at 
Reed College. “Thus, of course, if firms incurred expenses in moving 
abroad, they would be able to deduct those expenses.” 
 
 
BIGGER ONE (AFFECTED BY REPATRIATION): 
We’ve also written before on several occasions that the tax code has 
long allowed U.S. corporations doing business abroad to defer paying 
taxes on any of their “unrepatriated income.” That is to say that the 
revenue earned by the company’s foreign subsidiary remains untaxed 
by the IRS until that money is brought back to the parent company in 
the U.S. 
Sometimes politicians also refer to this as a “tax break for shipping jobs 
overseas.” And Clausing told us that this part of tax law could motivate 
companies to move business abroad. 
“This can provide a huge incentive for locating jobs and income abroad, 
since many tax haven countries have tax rates that are very low, even 
approaching zero, and thus the money can grow abroad ‘tax free’ until it 
is repatriated,” she said. 
 
http://www.factcheck.org/2012/10/talking-tax-breaks-for-
offshoring/ 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

No, got tied up. So let's blitz today
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That's about right. I don't think he'll hold mayor to the warren standard. Mayor actually hasn't seen 
the deal.
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Yes, I think that’s good.  The Yahoo News story has most of the President’s playbook on this.

And as you know, I don’t think POTUS will be looking to embarrass MBDB or “school” him.  POTUS takes 
this issue personally, but he’s not a jerk.  He’ll probably just say “look - this is the best chance progressives 
have to get a trade deal that works for them.  Otherwise you’re gonna be stuck with the same system 
that’s been screwing workers for a long time.”  something like that.

I could also ask Simas what he thinks POTUS will say, if you want me to reach out.  David is a honest broker

From: <Williams>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 8:53 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: TPP: Nomination for you to deliberate, discuss, or decide on

How much more or less do you think is needed in terms of background here?

I was going to do the following:

1. Do a quick breakdown of what Obama said at Nike
2. Some Q and A specific to TPP on the basis of the recent Obana speech and other interviews.

Cool?

From: <Williams>, OOM <dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2015 at 3:43 PM
To: Bill De Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Snyder, Thomas" 
<TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPP: Nomination for you to deliberate, discuss, or decide on



Following Up On TPP:

 
===
 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership
Issues and Areas of Concern for New York City

FACTS ABOUT PROCESS
The agreement is being negotiated in secret:

The President is seeking “fast-track” authority over opposition and skepticism from 
Congressional Democrats, labor unions, and prominent environmental groups: 

BENEFITS OF A DEAL AS WE KNOW IT

The agreement could increase opportunities for increased exports and domestic job creation, 
while expanding profit-making opportunities for U.S. companies abroad and potentially shift 
jobs or expand operations overseas. 



Would benefit large corporate entities with major footprints in New York City:

This agreement would set the pattern for other future trade deals, including with China and 
other nations across the world: 

CONCERNS ABOUT PROCEEDING WITH THE PENDING DEAL:

Treaty may include hortatory but toothless clauses on environmental protection and labor 
rights and could expand fossil fuel exports, exacerbating climate change and reinforcing 
dependence on fossil fuels.

The agreement would likely expand expansive controversial U.S. intellectual property laws 
internationally:

The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving 
investors and international corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from 
governments for regulations that expropriate property:



“Buy America” provisions could be challenged:

Draft Recommended Position [Wisconsin Democratic Party Speech]: Skeptical of TPP, 
Against Fast Track

From the few details that have emerged from the shadow of 
secrecy, this looks like another bad deal for American workers, and we cannot accept it.

I oppose Fast Track because the American people should have a say in the process - through 
their elected representatives

TPP LEGISLATIVE TIMELINE [From Federal Affairs]

YESTERDAY

TODAY

THURSDAY

EARLY-MAY - 



EARLY JUNE

FALL

When Will Legislators Make Decisions:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->
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Just talked to Peter Colavito.  Very reasonable guy - but he said Heather talked to Mary Kay & 
Heather/Deepak apparently carry a great deal of weight with her.

Peter is trying to avoid a call between Mary Kay & MBDB - thinks it will just be Mary Kay saying she’s out.  
He’s trying to work on language that would satisfy Heather & Van Jones.  Said he’d get back to me in an 
hour.

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 9:42 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail <  
jeani murray <  Hayley Prim <  Rebecca Katz 
<  John Davis <  "Wolfe, Emma" 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Heather McGhee

I would agree that MKH is a big deal but not a deal breaker. Who are you dealing with at SEIU? I do 
think if there is even a hint she is bailing a call is in order.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Talked to Heather this morning.  She says she can’t be on board with TPA now because of mass 
incarceration.  She says she wished she’d seen how big of an issue this was going to be & sounded the 
alarm earlier, but now that Roland Martin & Tom Joyner have apparently weighed in on this, she can’t be 
on the “wrong side” of them.  She claims Deepak will be with her.
 
That in & of itself wouldn’t be enough for me to sound the alarm, but now she’s saying that she is talking 
to Mary Kay Henry & warning her about this.  I’ve played phone tag with Mary Kay’s person - so I don’t 
know if she’s bailing or not.
 
Tom/Emma - I’m thinking Mary Kay is a big enough deal that we’d want the mayor to follow up with her 
today to make sure she’s not getting weak on this.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Will do

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Please give me a shout when you have a minute to chat Van Jones/Heather/and now Mary Kay
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This is the worst-case line of questioning that POTUS could throw at MBDB - but I don’t think he will

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 9:16 AM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Rebecca Katz 
(hilltoppublicsolutions.com)" <rkatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: WaPo: TPP/Warren/Obama

In an interview with Yahoo News that ran over the weekend, President
Obama intensified his push-back against Elizabeth Warren and other
critics of the massive Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal, flatly declaring
that Warren is “absolutely wrong.” That came after a speech Obama
delivered at Nike headquarters, in which he continued making an
expansive case for the deal as a plus for American workers — and not the
massive giveaway to huge international corporations that critics fear.

This week, the Senate will vote on whether to grant Obama “fast track”
authority to negotiate the TPP agreement, which involves a dozen
countries around the Pacific and could impact 40 percent of U.S. trade.

If the “fast track” framework passes, Congress would hold only an up-or-
down vote on the TPP once it is finalized, without amendments. But
Congress could also repeal that fast track authority if the TPP is not to its
liking, and try to push changes to it, before any final vote.



Warren has previously claimed that the TPP’s controversial Investor-State
Dispute Settlement provision, or ISDS, could undermine or chill public
interest regulations in the U.S. and other participating countries, and 
could even undercut Dodd Frank financial reform, one of Obama’s
signature achievements. The ISDS is designed to create a neutral
international arbitration mechanism that creates a stable legal
environment, facilitating investments in countries where investors might
fear unfair legal treatment by foreign governments. Obama has strongly
rejected Warren’s arguments in the interview with Yahoo and elsewhere.

I spoke to Senator Warren about their disagreements. A lightly edited and
condensed transcript follows.

THE PLUM LINE: What’s your response to the latest from 
President Obama?

SENATOR WARREN:

PLUM LINE: But don’t you get 60 days to review it after the deal 
is finalized, with the authority to revoke fast track?

WARREN:

PLUM LINE: Doesn’t the current framework allow for the 
revocation of fast track authority?



WARREN:

PLUM LINE: The push-back from the administration is that the 
ISDS will be written in such a way that there is no authority to 
override Congressional [and other countries’] regulations.

WARREN:

PLUM LINE: Is there a scenario under which ISDS could be 
written the way he says it is being written?

WARREN:

PLUM LINE: Is it theoretically possible to write ISDS in a way 
that precludes it from overriding regulation?

WARREN:

PLUM LINE: You can’t envision even in theory a way to 
structure ISDS that would assuage your concerns?



WARREN:

PLUM LINE: What you’re arguing is that six years of fast 
track,plus ISDS, could ultimately result in the weakening of 
financial regulations? You’re not saying ISDS itself would do 
that?

WARREN:

PLUM LINE: Couldn’t a Republican president simply go straight 
at Dodd Frank? Would this be any easier than that?

WARREN:

PLUM LINE: But wouldn’t that require a direct change to U.S. 
legislation?



WARREN:

PLUM LINE: Is there no scenario under which you ultimately 
support TPP?

WARREN:
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Hayley, can you help make that happen?

From: Nisha Anand <nisha@dreamcorps.us>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 7:06 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim
<hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Subject: Van <--> BDB call

Hi John,

Van asked me to set up a call with him and Mayor De Blasio for tomorrow morning. Who
from your team can I work with to get this set up?

We are on West Coast time - early our time would work for Van. 

Thanks,
Nisha

-- 

#YesWeCode #cut50



Hayley Prim

#YesWeCode #cut50

Hayley Prim

#YesWeCode #cut50

#YesWeCode #cut50

Hayley Prim
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Hot off the presses!  Unfort you’re going to have to print it out for him

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 11:04 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: FINAL Rewriting the Rules

John & Aaron,

Final attached. EMBARGOED until 9am Tuesday. Thanks.

Are you guys coming down for this? 

Thanks again for evertyhing.

Best,

Dave
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 o
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 c
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 o
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 c

am
pa

ig
n 

to
 m

ak
e 

th
e 

U.
S.

 a
 

w
or

ld
 in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 in
no

va
tio

n,
 m
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ra
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 p
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l b
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at
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.
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at
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ra
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l l
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 c
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 m
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 c
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 d
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 p
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, f
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 b
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at
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 p
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 p
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l p
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r c
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w
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 m
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 d
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r c
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 c
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ur
 p
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es
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 t
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ra
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 c
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 d
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 m
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e 
ch

an
ge

s 
oc

cu
rri

ng
 in

 o
ur

 e
co

no
m

y,
 p
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 b
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 o
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 t
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w
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en
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 p
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 p
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, c
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 p
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 d
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at
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at
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 c
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w

e 
se

e 
to

da
y.

AN
 EM

ER
GI

NG
 A

PP
RO

AC
H:

 
TH

E I
M

PO
RT

AN
CE

 O
F 

IN
ST

IT
UT

IO
NS

 A
ND

 
CO

RR
EC

TI
NG

 ST
RU

CT
UR

AL
 

IM
BA

LA
NC

E

Ou
r i

ns
tit

ut
io

na
lis

t 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 is

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
tw

o 
sim

pl
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 o
bs

er
va

tio
ns

: r
ul

es
 m

at
te

r a
nd

 
po

w
er

 m
at

te
rs

. T
hi

s 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 b

eg
an

 w
ith

 a
 s

et
 

of
 a

ca
de

m
ic

 o
bs

er
va

tio
ns

. O
ve

r t
he

 p
as

t 
fo

ur
 

de
ca

de
s,

 e
co

no
m

ist
s 

ha
ve

 in
cr

ea
sin

gl
y 

dr
aw

n 
at

te
nt

io
n 

to
 t

he
 m

an
y 

w
ay

s 
th

at
 t

he
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

m
od

el
, w

hi
ch

 a
ss

um
es

 p
er

fe
ct

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 
pe

rf
ec

t 
co

m
pe

tit
io

n,
 p

er
fe

ct
 ri

sk
 m

ar
ke

ts
, a

nd
 

pe
rf

ec
t 

ra
tio

na
lit

y,
 fa

ils
 t

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
an

 a
de

qu
at

e 
de

sc
rip

tio
n 

of
 v

ar
io

us
 m

ar
ke

ts
 in

 o
ur

 e
co

no
m

y.
 

Re
se

ar
ch

er
s 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
m

ys
el

f, 
Ge

or
ge

 A
ke

rlo
ff

, 
M

ic
ha

el
 S

pe
nc

e,
 J

ea
n 

Ti
ro

le
, a

nd
 o

th
er

s 
ha

ve
 

w
on

 N
ob

el
 p

riz
es

 fo
r w

or
k 

on
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
as

ym
m

et
rie

s 
an

d 
im

pe
rf

ec
tio

ns
, b

ar
ga

in
in

g 
th

eo
ry

 a
nd

 im
pe

rf
ec

tio
ns

 o
f c

om
pe

tit
io

n,
 

be
ha

vi
or

al
 e

co
no

m
ic

s,
 a

nd
 in

st
itu

tio
na

l a
na

ly
sis

. 
Th

es
e 

w
or

ks
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

 w
ho

le
 n

ew
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e 
on

 

m
ar

ke
ts

, a
nd

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 s

ho
w

 t
ha

t 
in

st
itu

tio
ns

 
an

d 
ru

le
s 

ar
e 

re
qu

ire
d 

to
 fo

rc
e 

m
ar

ke
ts

 t
o 

ev
en

 w
he

n 
m

ar
ke

ts
 a

re
 c

om
pe

tit
iv

e,
 t

he
re

 c
an

 
be

 “
m

ar
ke

t 
fa

ilu
re

s,
” 

im
po

rt
an

t 
in

st
an

ce
s 

w
hi

ch
 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

in
te

rv
en

tio
n 

is 
re

qu
ire

d 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

Th
at

 t
he

or
y 

ha
s 

be
en

 s
ub

st
an

tia
te

d 
by

 a
 

nu
m

be
r o

f r
ea

ll
ife

 e
ve

nt
s.

 T
he

 e
co

no
m

ic
 

fo
llo

w
ed

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

d 
th

at
 t

he
 p

ro
m

ise
 o

f a
 

de
re

gu
la

te
d 

m
ar

ke
t 

ec
on

om
y 

w
as

 e
m

pt
y.

 O
nl

y 
th

ro
ug

h 
co

nc
er

te
d 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

ac
tio

n,
 in

 t
he

 

an
d 

th
e 

m
ar

ke
t 

su
st

ai
ne

d.
 F

ur
th

er
, s

av
in

g 
th

e 

m
or

tg
ag

e 
ho

ld
er

s 
or

 a
ve

ra
ge

 w
or

ke
rs

, w
ho

 lo
st

 
ov

er
 4

 m
illi

on
 h

om
es

 a
nd

 w
ho

se
 re

al
 m

ed
ia

n 

.3

Ou
r i

ns
tit

ut
io

na
lis

t 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 is

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
tw

o 
sim

pl
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 
ob

se
rv

at
io

ns
: r

ul
es

 
m

at
te

r a
nd

 p
ow

er
 

m
at

te
rs

. 
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RI

GH
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20
15

, C
RE

AT
IV

E 
CO

M
M

ON
S.

 R
OO

SE
VE

LT
IN

ST
IT

UT
E.

OR
G

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

IN
TR

OD
UC

TI
ON

In
 s

um
, w

hi
le

 b
ot

h 
th

e 
tr

ad
iti

on
al

 a
nd

 
in

st
itu

tio
na

lis
t 

ec
on

om
ic

 a
pp

ro
ac

he
s 

ex
pl

ai
n 

so
m

e 
of

 w
ha

t 
ha

s 
be

en
 g

oi
ng

 o
n,

 t
he

 la
tt

er
 

th
eo

ry
, w

hi
ch

 fo
cu

se
s 

on
 s

tr
uc

tu
ra

l f
ac

to
rs

, i
s 

in
cr

ea
sin

gl
y 

co
m

pe
llin

g.
 

W
EA

LT
H 

AN
D 

IN
EQ

UA
LIT

Y
Ec

on
om

ist
s 

ar
e 

de
ve

lo
pi

ng
 a

 n
ew

 s
et

 o
f t

he
or

ie
s 

in
 a

n 
ef

fo
rt

 t
o 

ex
pl

ai
n 

th
e 

pr
of

ou
nd

 im
ba

la
nc

e 
w

e 
se

e 
in

 t
od

ay
’s

 e
co

no
m

y,
 in

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 t

he
 

ris
e 

in
 w

ea
lth

 re
la

tiv
e 

to
 in

co
m

e.
 In

 C
ap

ita
l i

n 
, T

ho
m

as
 P

ik
et

ty
 a

rg
ue

s 
th

at
 

r>
g

m
ea

ni
ng

 t
he

 re
tu

rn
 t

o 
ca

pi
ta

l i
s 

gr
ea

te
r 

th
an

 t
he

 g
ro

w
th

 ra
te

 o
f t

he
 o

ve
ra

ll 
ec

on
om

y
an

d 
th

at
 w

ea
lth

 g
ro

w
s 

fa
st

er
 t

ha
n 

in
co

m
e 

as
 a

 re
su

lt.
 T

hi
s 

m
ea

ns
 t

ha
t, 

if 
th

e 
re

tu
rn

 t
o 

ca
pi

ta
l d

oe
s 

no
t 

de
cl

in
e 

(a
nd

 h
e 

ar
gu

es
 t

ha
t 

it 
ha

s 
no

t)
, i

nc
re

as
in

g 
in

eq
ua

lit
y 

is 
th

e 
in

ev
ita

bl
e 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
e 

of
 c

ap
ita

lis
m

’s
 h

ist
or

ic
al

 e
vo

lu
tio

n.
 

Pi
ke

tt
y’

s 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

ns
 t

o 
th

e 
de

ba
te

, a
nd

 t
he

 
da

ta
 h

e 
am

as
se

s,
 a

re
 im

po
rt

an
t. 

Bu
t 

w
e 

be
lie

ve
 

th
at

 r>
g 

is 
no

t 
qu

ite
 t

he
 ri

gh
t 

ex
pl

an
at

io
n,

 o
r a

t 
le

as
t 

no
t 

th
e 

fu
ll 

ex
pl

an
at

io
n,

 fo
r t

he
 ru

na
w

ay
 

gr
ow

th
 in

 w
ea

lth
 a

nd
 in

co
m

e 
in

eq
ua

lit
y 

at
 t

he
 

to
p 

th
at

 P
ike

tt
y 

so
 t

ho
ro

ug
hl

y 
do

cu
m

en
ts

. 

On
e 

ca
nn

ot
 e

ith
er

 t
he

or
et

ic
al

ly
 o

r e
m

pi
ric

al
ly

 
ex

pl
ai

n 
th

e 
gr

ow
in

g 
ga

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
w

ea
lth

 
an

d 
in

co
m

e 
as

 t
he

 re
su

lt 
of

 s
te

ad
y 

ac
cu

m
ul

at
io

n 
of

 c
ap

ita
l g

oo
ds

 t
hr

ou
gh

 
sa

vi
ng

s 
ou

t 
of

 o
rd

in
ar

y 
in

co
m

e.
 M

or
eo

ve
r, 

if 
an

 in
cr

ea
se

 in
 t

he
 a

m
ou

nt
 o

f p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

ca
pi

ta
l w

er
e 

re
sp

on
sib

le
 fo

r t
he

 in
cr

ea
se

 
in

 w
ea

lth
, w

e 
sh

ou
ld

 a
lso

 h
av

e 
se

en
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

se
 in

 a
ve

ra
ge

 w
ag

es
 a

nd
 a

 d
ec

lin
e 

in
 

th
e 

re
tu

rn
 t

o 
ca

pi
ta

l. 
Ne

ith
er

 o
f t

he
se

 h
as

 
be

en
 o

bs
er

ve
d.

 

M
uc

h 
of

 t
he

 in
cr

ea
se

 in
 w

ea
lth

 is
 

at
tr

ib
ut

ab
le

 t
o 

th
e 

in
cr

ea
se

 in
 t

he
 v

al
ue

 

an
 in

cr
ea

se
 in

 p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

va
lu

e.
 T

he
 m

os
t 

ob
vi

ou
s 

an
d 

w
id

es
pr

ea
d 

ex
am

pl
e 

is 
th

e 
m

as
siv

e 
ris

e 
in

 re
al

 e
st

at
e 

va
lu

es
. I

f t
he

 v
al

ue
 o

f r
ea

l 
es

ta
te

 in
cr

ea
se

s 
th

an
ks

 o
nl

y 
to

 t
he

 ri
sin

g 
pr

ic
e 

of
 t

he
 p

ro
pe

rt
y 

it 
sit

s 
up

on
 a

nd
 n

ot
 t

o 
ph

ys
ic

al
 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

, t
hi

s 
do

es
 n

ot
 le

ad
 t

o 
a 

m
or

e 
pr

od
uc

tiv
e 

ec
on

om
y;

 n
o 

w
or

ke
rs

 h
av

e 
be

en
 

hi
re

d,
 n

o 
w

ag
es

 p
ai

d,
 n

o 
in

ve
st

m
en

ts
 m

ad
e.

 In
 

ec
on

om
ic

 t
er

m
s 

th
is 

ga
in

 is
 s

im
pl

y 
a 

“la
nd

 re
nt

.”
 

So
m

e 
of

 t
hi

s 
in

cr
ea

se
 in

 t
he

 p
ro

pe
rt

y 
va

lu
e 

is 
a 

na
tu

ra
l c

on
se

qu
en

ce
 o

f u
rb

an
iz

at
io

n,
 b

ut
 m

uc
h 

is 
du

e 
to

 t
he

 
 o

f t
he

 e
co

no
m

y,
 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
in

cr
ea

se
d 

su
pp

ly
 o

f c
re

di
t

cr
ed

it 
th

at
 t

yp
ic

al
ly

 g
oe

s 
to

 t
ho

se
 t

ha
t 

al
re

ad
y 

ha
ve

 
w

ea
lth

. L
an

d 
re

nt
s 

ar
e 

th
e 

m
os

t 
ob

vi
ou

s 
so

ur
ce

 
of

 re
nt

s 
in

 t
he

 e
co

no
m

y,
 b

ut
 e

co
no

m
ist

s 
ha

ve
 

co
py

rig
ht

s,
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 fo
rm

s 
of

 in
te

lle
ct

ua
l 

pr
op

er
ty

.

Th
e 

ca
pi

ta
liz

ed
 v

al
ue

 o
f r

en
ts

 g
iv

es
 ri

se
 t

o 
w

ea
lth

, a
nd

 s
o 

if 
re

nt
s 

in
cr

ea
se

, s
o 

w
ill 

w
ea

lth
. 

w
ill 

in
cr

ea
se

, a
nd

 s
o 

to
o 

w
ill 

th
e 

va
lu

e 
of

 t
he

 
m

on
op

ol
ie

s
th

e 
m

ea
su

re
d 

w
ea

lth
 o

f t
he

 
ec

on
om

y.
 B

ut
 t

he
 p

ro
du

ct
iv

ity
 o

f t
he

 e
co

no
m

y 
w

ill 
de

cr
ea

se
, a

nd
 s

o 
to

o 
w

ill 
th

e 
va

lu
e 

of
 w

ag
es

 

Fo
rt

hc
om

in
g 

th
eo

re
tic

al
 w

or
k 

to
 b

e 
re

le
as

ed
 b

y 

th
e 

Ro
os

ev
el

t 
In

st
itu

te
 p

oi
nt

s 
ou

t 
th

at
 t

he
re

 
ar

e 
m

an
y 

ot
he

r e
xa

m
pl

es
 o

f s
uc

h 
“e

xp
lo

ita
tio

n”
 

re
nt

s,
 a

nd
 t

ha
t 

ch
an

ge
s 

in
 t

he
 ru

le
s 

th
at

 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

th
e 

ec
on

om
y 

ca
n 

le
ad

an
d 

pl
au

sib
ly

 
ha

ve
 le

d
to

 a
n 

in
cr

ea
se

 in
 t

he
se

 re
nt

s 
an

d 
th

ei
r c

ap
ita

liz
ed

 v
al

ue
. F

or
 in

st
an

ce
, i

f t
he

 
co

nc
en

tr
at

io
n 

of
 t

he
 b

an
kin

g 
sy

st
em

 in
cr

ea
se

s 
su

ch
 t

ha
t 

m
or

e 
ba

nk
s 

ar
e 

“t
oo

 b
ig

 t
o 

fa
il,

” 
th

e 
va

lu
e 

of
 b

an
ks

 w
ill 

in
cr

ea
se

, n
ot

 b
ec

au
se

 t
he

y 

m
on

op
ol

y 
po

w
er

 a
nd

 t
he

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
pr

es
en

t 
di

sc
ou

nt
ed

 v
al

ue
 o

f a
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t 
ba

ilo
ut

 w
ill 

in
cr

ea
se

. I
n 

th
is 

an
al

ys
is,

 w
e 

m
ak

e 
a 

di
st

in
ct

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

ca
pi

ta
l a

nd
 w

ea
lth

. O
nl

y 
an

 in
cr

ea
se

 
in

 t
he

 fo
rm

er
 n

ec
es

sa
ril

y 
en

co
ur

ag
es

 g
ro

w
th

; 
th

er
ef

or
e,

 t
he

 p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

ca
pa

ci
ty

 o
f t

he
 

ec
on

om
y 

m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

in
cr

ea
sin

g 
in

 t
an

de
m

 w
ith

 
m

ea
su

re
d 

w
ea

lth
. I

n 
fa

ct
, p

ro
du

ct
iv

e 
ca

pa
ci

ty
 

m
ay

 b
e 

fa
llin

g 
ev

en
 a

s 
w

ea
lth

 is
 in

cr
ea

sin
g.

4

To
 ri

gh
t 

th
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 im
ba

la
nc

e,
 t

o 
re

du
ce

 
in

eq
ua

lit
y 

an
d 

pr
om

ot
e 

he
al

th
y 

gr
ow

th
 in

 t
he

 re
al

 
ec

on
om

y,
 w

e 
m

us
t 

at
ta

ck
 t

he
 s

ou
rc

es
 o

f t
ho

se
 

re
nt

s.

Th
is 

is 
no

t 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

po
lit

ic
s 

of
 e

nv
y.

 T
he

 
ev

id
en

ce
 o

f t
he

 la
st

 3
5 

ye
ar

s 
an

d 
th

e 
le

ss
on

s 
of

 s
ta

gn
at

io
n 

an
d 

lo
w

w
ag

e 
re

co
ve

ry
 s

in
ce

 

pr
os

pe
r i

f o
ur

 e
co

no
m

ic
 s

ys
te

m
 d

oe
s 

no
t 

cr
ea

te
 

sh
ar

ed
 p

ro
sp

er
ity

. T
hi

s 
re

po
rt

 is
 a

bo
ut

 h
ow

 w
e 

ca
n 

m
ak

e 
ou

r e
co

no
m

y,
 o

ur
 d

em
oc

ra
cy

, a
nd

 o
ur

 
so

ci
et

y 
w

or
k 

be
tt

er
 fo

r a
ll 

Am
er

ic
an

s.
 

HO
W

 W
E G

OT
 H

ER
E

In
 t

he
 la

st
 3

0 
ye

ar
s,

 s
om

et
im

es
 u

nd
er

 t
he

 
ra

da
r, 

ou
r e

co
no

m
y,

 p
ol

iti
cs

, a
nd

 s
oc

ie
ty

 
ha

ve
 s

hi
ft

ed
. W

he
re

 t
he

re
 w

as
 o

nc
e 

a 
ba

la
nc

e 
of

 p
ow

er
s 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

pr
iv

at
e 

se
ct

or
, l

ab
or

 in
st

itu
tio

ns
, a

nd
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t, 
w

e 
no

w
 h

av
e 

fo
rc

es
 p

ul
lin

g 
us

 in
 t

he
 

di
re

ct
io

n 
of

 g
re

at
er

 in
eq

ua
lit

y.
 T

hi
s 

m
ea

ns
 

w
ea

k 
de

m
an

d 
an

d 
re

du
ce

d 
gr

ow
th

. I
t 

al
so

 m
ea

ns
 le

ss
 lo

ng
te

rm
 in

ve
st

m
en

t 
in

 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

re
se

ar
ch

 a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
an

d 
th

us
 le

ss
 in

no
va

tio
n.

Th
es

e 
fo

rc
es

 u
lti

m
at

el
y 

un
de

rm
in

e 
th

e 
Am

er
ic

an
 

Dr
ea

m
, t

he
 b

el
ie

f t
ha

t 
if 

yo
u 

w
or

k 
ha

rd
 a

nd
 p

la
y 

by
 t

he
 ru

le
s 

yo
u 

w
ill 

su
cc

ee
d.

 T
od

ay
, t

he
 li

fe
 

pr
os

pe
ct

s 
of

 y
ou

ng
 A

m
er

ic
an

s 
ar

e 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 
la

rg
el

y 
by

 t
he

 in
co

m
e 

or
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

of
 t

he
ir 

pa
re

nt
s.

 W
e 

on
ce

 s
to

od
 o

ut
 a

s 
a 

co
un

tr
y 

th
at

 
pr

ov
id

ed
 t

he
 g

re
at

es
t 

op
po

rt
un

ity
 t

o 
su

cc
ee

d;
 

no
w

 w
e 

st
an

d 
ou

t 
as

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 a

dv
an

ce
d 

ec
on

om
ie

s 
th

at
 p

ro
vi

de
 t

he
 le

as
t 

m
ob

ilit
y.

Th
is 

fa
ilu

re
 t

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
a 

fa
ir 

st
ar

t 
an

d 
a 

go
od

 
lif

e 
fo
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 c
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 c
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 o
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 m
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 d
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 p
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 c
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 D
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at
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 o
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 p

ra
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b
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p
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 p
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E 
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r m
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 c
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f c
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 c
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 d
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 m
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 d
isc

rim
in

at
io

n 
ha

s 
pr

ec
lu

de
d 

la
rg

e 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

 fr
om

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

th
ei

r o
w

n 
hu

m
an

 c
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 c
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 d
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 m
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r f
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 d
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 p
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 m
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b
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 c
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 m
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 re
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r c
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 p
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 d
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, c
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 b
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 c
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l p
ar

tic
ip

an
ts

 in
 t

he
 m

ar
ke

t. 
Th

es
e 

of
 s

itu
at

io
ns

 a
lo

ng
 w

hi
ch

 a
n 

em
po

w
er

ed
 p
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 p
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 t
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ra
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l m
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 c
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 o
f a

va
ila

bl
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 in
 

a 
co

m
m

un
ity

 g
iv

es
 a

n 
em

pl
oy

er
 t

he
 p
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 m
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 m
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y f
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 m
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 m
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 t
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l r
eg

ul
at

or
y 

bo
dy

, a
nd

 t
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e 
Sh

er
m

an
 A

ct
, t
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 p
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 c
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l b
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 b
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 t
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r o
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 b
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ht

s 
la

w
 e

m
er

ge
d 

fr
om

 fr
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 o
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, t
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 re
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f c
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w
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 t
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f c
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 c
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 n
ot

 h
av

e 
m

uc
h 

po
sit

iv
e 

im
pa

ct
 o

n 
in

no
va

tio
n,

 t
he

y 
do

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
f 

ra
isi

ng
 t

he
 p

ric
es

 p
ai

d 
to

 o
w

ne
rs

 o
f i

nt
el

le
ct

ua
l 

pr
op

er
tie

s 
(w

ho
 o

ft
en

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
pe

op
le

 a
s 

th
os

e 
do

in
g 

th
e 

in
no

va
tin

g)
. S

uc
h 

IP
Rs

 e
ff

ec
tiv

el
y 

re
di

st
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ut
e 

m
on

ey
 fr

om
 

co
ns

um
er

s 
to

 IP
R 

ow
ne

rs
no

t 
be

ca
us

e 
th

e 
la

tt
er

 a
re

 a
ny

 m
or

e 
in

no
va

tiv
e 

or
 p

ro
du

ct
iv

e,
 

bu
t 

be
ca

us
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

af
fo

rd
s 

th
em

 g
re

at
er

 
le

ga
l p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
ag

ai
ns

t 
m

ar
ke

t 
co

m
pe

tit
io

n.
 

sh
ut

tin
g 

so
m

e 
pe

op
le

 o
ut

 fr
om

 e
n

oy
in

g 
th

e 

di
st

ur
bi

ng
 in

 t
he

 c
as

e 
of

 m
ed

ic
in

es
, w

he
re

 
ou

r p
oo

rly
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

IP
R 

sy
st

em
, c

om
bi

ne
d 

w
ith

 a
 p

oo
rly

 d
es

ig
ne

d 
he

al
th

 c
ar

e 
sy

st
em

, 
ha

ve
 c

on
de

m
ne

d 
la

rg
e 

nu
m

be
rs

 o
f p

eo
pl

e 
to

 
un

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
de

at
hs

 a
nd

 m
or

bi
di

tie
s.

 

An
 in

no
va

tio
n 
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om
y 
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qu
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s 
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ed
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nd
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er
en
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te

d 
in

te
lle

ct
ua

l p
ro

pe
rt
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re
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m

e
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m
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ne
d 

w
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 s
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on
g 

di
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ct
 p

ub
lic

 s
up

po
rt

, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 fo
r b
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ic

 s
ci

en
ce

 a
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 t
ec

hn
ol

og
y.

  

Ov
er

 t
he

 y
ea

rs
, o

ur
 s

ys
te

m
 h

as
 lo

st
 t

ha
t 

ba
la

nc
e.

 

Go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

po
lic

ie
s 

al
so
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es

t 
co

m
pa

ni
es

 w
ith

 
m

ar
ke

t 
po

w
er

 t
hr

ou
gh

 t
he

 w
ay

s 
in

 w
hi

ch
 t

he
 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

bu
ys

 g
oo

ds
 a

nd
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

fr
om

 a
nd

 
se

lls
 p

ub
lic
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et
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 s
uc

h 
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 m
in

er
al

 ri
gh

ts
, t

o 
th

e 
pr

iv
at

e 
m

ar
ke

t. 
Pr

oc
ur

em
en

t 
in

 t
he

 d
ef

en
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in

du
st

ry
, e
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ia
lly

 u
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 s
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e
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ur

ce
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on
tr

ac
tin

g 
(a

s 
in

 t
he

 c
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e 
of

 t
he

 m
ul

ti
bi

llio
n

do
lla

r 
Ha

llib
ur

to
n 

co
nt

ra
ct

 a
t 

th
e 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
of

 t
he

 Ir
aq

 
W

ar
) 

is 
a 

no
to

rio
us

 s
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te
m

 fo
r g

iv
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w
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s 
to

 
go

ve
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m
en

t 
co

nt
ra

ct
or
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3  A

no
th

er
 is

 a
 p

ro
vi

sio
n 

in
 M

ed
ic

ar
e 

Pa
rt

 D
 e

xp
an

sio
n 

to
 c

ov
er

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 
co

st
 o

f o
ut

pa
tie

nt
 p

re
sc

rip
tio

n 
m

ed
ic

in
e,

 w
hi

ch
 

pr
ev

en
te

d 
th

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t 
fr

om
 u

sin
g 

its
 b

ul
k 

pu
rc

ha
sin

g 
po

w
er

 t
o 

ne
go

tia
te

 lo
w

er
 c

os
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 o
f 

m
ed

ic
in

es
 fo

r s
en

io
r c

iti
ze

ns
 a

nd
 p

eo
pl

e 
un

de
r 

65
 w

ith
 c

er
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in
 d
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ie
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4  T

he
 re

st
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tio
n 

en
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re
d 

th
at

 s
en
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rs

 w
ou

ld
 h
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d 

m
or

e 
of

 t
he

ir 
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ra
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e 
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m
pa

ni
es

 a
nd

 ra
ise

d 
th

e 
co

st
 t

o 
ta

xp
ay

er
s.

Th
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e 
ne

w
 t

ec
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ol
og

ie
s 
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e 

no
t 
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e 
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ly
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ou
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es

 
of

 m
ar

ke
t 

po
w

er
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he
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 a

 la
rg

e 
lit

er
at

ur
e 

on
 

an
d 

co
m

pe
tit

io
n.

 In
 a

 fa
st

m
ov

in
g,

 c
ha

ng
in

g 
ec

on
om

y,
 t

he
re

 a
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 li
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ly
 t

o 
be
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fo

rm
at

io
n 
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ym

m
et

rie
s,

 a
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 t
he

se
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sy
m

m
et

rie
s 

ca
n 

le
ad

 
to

 le
ss

 c
om

pe
tit

iv
e 

m
ar

ke
ts

. A
nd

 m
ar

ke
ts

 
ca

n 
ac

tu
al

ly
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ct
 in

 w
ay

s 
th

at
 in

cr
ea

se
 t

he
se

 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
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ym
m

et
rie

s.
 A

s 
w

e 
w

ill 
se

e 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
cy

 a
nd

 c
om

pl
ex

ity
, h

as
 e

xc
el

le
d 

at
 

th
is.
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s m
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s o
f m
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et 
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r

Ne
w

 t
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og
ie
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of
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io
n 

an
d 

in
te

rc
on

ne
ct

iv
ity

 t
ra

ns
fo

rm
 n

ot
 o

nl
y 

th
e 

w
ay

 w
e 

w
or

k 
an

d 
liv

e,
 b

ut
 a

lso
 t

he
 p

ow
er

 re
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tio
ns

hi
ps

 
be
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ee

n 
pe

op
le

 t
hr

ou
gh

ou
t 

th
e 

su
pp

ly
 c
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in
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Ne
tw

or
k 

ex
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iti
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e 
w
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n 
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vi

du
al

’s
 

in
 p

ar
t 

on
 t

he
 n

um
be

r o
f o

th
er

 p
eo

pl
e 

do
in

g 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

th
in

g.
 F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 t
he

 v
al

ue
 o

f 
oi

ni
ng
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so
ci

al
 n

et
w

or
kin

g 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
in

cr
ea

se
s 

w
ith

 t
he

 
nu

m
be

r o
f o

th
er

s 
ch

oo
sin

g 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

pl
at

fo
rm
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ce
 t

he
se

 p
at

te
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s 
ar

e 
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ta
bl

ish
ed

, i
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be
co

m
es

 
co

st
ly

 t
o 

oi
n 

a 
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er

en
t 

ne
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or
k,

 t
hu

s 
ve

st
in

g 

cr
iti

ca
l m
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s 
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 o

in
er
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w
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an
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l m
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ke
t 

po
w

er
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5  

Ne
w

 e
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en

 c
om
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ne
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k 
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te
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tin
g 
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 c
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er
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cr
ea
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al

e.
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s 
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ea
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 t

ha
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 p

ro
du

ct
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n 
in

cr
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se
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co

st
 o

f p
ro
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ci

ng
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an
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 c
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a 

po
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se
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lly

 z
er
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st
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r p
ro

du
ci

ng
 m

or
e.
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 o

th
er

 
w

or
ds

, i
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co
st
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nt

ia
lly

 n
ot

hi
ng
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r G

oo
gl

e 
or

 
Fa

ce
bo

ok
 t

o 
su

pp
ly

 o
ne

 a
dd

iti
on

al
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dv
er

tis
em

en
t 

to
 u

se
rs

 o
r f

or
 A

pp
le

 t
o 

su
pp

ly
 o

ne
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 
iT

un
es

 d
ow

nl
oa

d.
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 s
uc

h 
sit

ua
tio

ns
, c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
w

ill 
no

t 
be
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ia

bl
e.

 M
ar

ke
t 

po
w

er
an

d 
m

on
op

ol
y 

W
e 

al
so

 c
an

 s
ee

 h
ow

 c
om

pa
ni

es
 li

ke
 U

be
r, 

Ai
r B

nB
, a

nd
 L

en
di

ng
 C

lu
b 

ar
e 

in
no

va
tin

g 
an

d 
di
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up

tin
g 

th
e 

w
ay

 t
ha

t
re

sp
ec

tiv
el

y
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r, 

la
nd
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 c
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ke
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 h
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e 
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ke
d 

in
 t

he
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st

. T
he

se
 in

no
va

tio
ns

 o
f n

et
w

or
k 
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nn

ec
tiv
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ar
e 

in
 e
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h 
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se

 p
ut

tin
g 

to
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or
k 
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le
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no
m
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re
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ur
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s.
 A

s 
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e 
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d 

ot
he

r c
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pa
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en
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ge
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ur
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nt
ly
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on

op
ol
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ic

 e
nt

er
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s 

in
 

ne
w

 w
av

e 
co

m
pe

tit
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n,
 t

hi
s 

w
ill 

ce
rt

ai
nl

y 
le

ad
 t

o 
gr

ea
te

r o
ve

ra
ll 

w
el

fa
re

. B
ut

 it
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ill 
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so
 ra

ise
 m
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e 
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ns
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bo

ut
 h

ow
 t

he
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 w
ill 
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 d
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rib

ut
ed

 
an

d 
ho

w
 t

he
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s 
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 e
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ur
e 
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s 

an
d 
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iti
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 w
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w

ill 
be

 a
pp

lie
d.
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e b
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er
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s 

IP
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 m
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e 
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e 
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te
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s 
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va
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rs
 w
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 t

he
 n
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d 

fo
r b

ro
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ly
 d
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er

se
d 

in
no

va
tio
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 s

o 
to

o 
m

us
t 

tr
ad

e 
ag

re
em

en
ts

 
ba

la
nc

e 
th

e 
ne

ed
s 

of
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

sin
gl

y 
in

te
rc

on
ne

ct
ed

 e
co

no
m

y 
w

ith
 t

he
 p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
of

 c
om

m
un

iti
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, w
or

ke
r s

ta
nd

ar
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, a
nd

 t
he

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t. 
Ou

r r
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es
 h

av
e 

no
t 

su
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es
sf

ul
ly

 
ba

la
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ed
 t

he
se
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es
. O

ur
 g

lo
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liz
ed

 w
or

ld
 c

an
 

br
in

g 
ne

w
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 
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r g

ai
ns

 fo
r a

ll,
 b

ut
 a

lso
 

pr
ov

id
es

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
fo

r l
ar

ge
 c

or
po

ra
tio

ns
 t

o 
do

m
in

at
e 

se
ct

or
s 

of
 t

he
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l m

ar
ke

t 
or

 t
o 

se
ek

 lo
w

es
t

co
m

m
on

de
no

m
in

at
or

 la
bo

r, 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l, 

or
 t

ax
 la

w
s.

W
e 

liv
e 

in
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

sin
gl

y 
gl

ob
al

iz
ed

 w
or

ld
 

Th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

 is
 t

ha
t 

th
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e 
ru

le
s 

ar
e 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 
se

t 
in

 p
ro

ce
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es
 t

ha
t 

ar
e 

no
t 

tr
an

sp
ar

en
t 

an
d 

de
m

oc
ra

tic
w

ith
 t

ho
se

 in
 t

he
 in

du
st

ry
 h

av
in

g 
gr

ea
te

r s
ay

 t
ha

n 
co

ns
um

er
s,

 w
or

ke
rs

, a
nd

 o
th

er
 

ci
tiz

en
s 

w
ho

 a
re

 a
lso

 a
ff

ec
te

d.
 It

 is
 e
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y 

to
 s

ee
 

th
e 

ex
pe

ns
e 

of
 w

or
ke

rs
 a

nd
 t

he
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t. 

Ru
le

s 
th

at
 m

ak
e 

it 
ea

sie
r f

or
 g

oo
ds

 p
ro

du
ce

d 
ab

ro
ad

 t
o 

en
te

r t
he

 U
.S

., 
th

at
 m

ak
e 

it 
sa

fe
r f

or
 

co
rp

or
at

io
ns

 t
o 

in
ve

st
 a

br
oa

d,
 t

ha
t 

pr
ov

id
e 

ta
x 

ad
va

nt
ag

es
 fo

r i
nv

es
tm

en
ts

 a
br

oa
d,

 t
ha

t 
do

 n
ot

 
im

po
se

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 la
bo

r s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 o

n 
go

od
s 

m
ad

e 
ab

ro
ad

al
l o

f t
he

se
 t

ilt
 t

he
 b

al
an

ce
 

to
 m

ov
e 

its
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
ab

ro
ad

 if
 w

or
ke

rs
 d

on
’t 

ac
ce

pt
 lo

w
er

 w
ag

es
 o

r p
oo

re
r w

or
ki

ng
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 
m

or
e 

cr
ed

ib
le

. 

W
he

n 
th

e 
in

te
re

st
s 

of
 a

ll 
pa
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ie

s 
ar

e 
co
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er
ed

, 
ru

le
s 

ca
n 

re
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s 

th
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e 
im

ba
la

nc
es

ru
le

s 
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rri
ng

 im
po

rt
s 

of
 p

ro
du

ct
s 

us
in

g 
ch

ild
 o

r 
pr

iso
n 

la
bo

r, 
ba

rri
ng

 t
he

 u
se

 o
f w

oo
d 

fr
om

 
en

da
ng

er
ed

 fo
re

st
s,

 o
r b

ar
rin

g 
go

od
s 

pr
od

uc
ed

 
w

ith
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

 t
ha

t 
vi

ol
at
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ot

he
r g
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l s
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ia
l 

an
d 

en
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ro
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en
ta

l a
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ee
m

en
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. B
ut

 w
e 

ha
ve

 n
ot

 
ch

os
en

 t
o 
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op

t 
th
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e 

so
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s 
of

 ru
le

s.
 F

ur
th

er
, i

n 
so

m
e 

ca
se

s,
 t

he
 t
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ea

t 
of

 g
lo

ba
liz

at
io

n 
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s 
be

en
 

us
ed

 a
s 

a 
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sis
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ce
 t

o 
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e 
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om

. B
ef

or
e 

An
 in

no
va
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n 
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om
y 

re
qu

ire
s 

a 
ba
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ed
 

an
d 

di
ffe

re
nt

ia
te
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in

te
lle

ct
ua

l p
ro

pe
rt

y 
re

gi
m

e—
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m
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ne
d 

w
ith

 
st

ro
ng

 d
ire
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ub
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pp
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t, 
es

pe
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al
ly
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r b
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 s
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en

ce
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nd
 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
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, b
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W

e 
no

w
 k
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w
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e 
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 d
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o 
su

ch
 t

hr
ea

ts
: t

he
 e
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 d
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e 
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 c
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no
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ou
s,

 fa
r 

gr
ea

te
r t
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n 
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e 

sh
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t
te
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 g
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f t
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w
 o
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te
d 

he
re

. A
nd

 a
s 

w
e 
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ve

 s
ee

n,
 t

he
 c
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ng

es
 

fo
ist

ed
 o

n 
us

 in
 t

hi
s 

m
an

ne
r h

av
e 

un
de

rm
in

ed
 

th
e 

lo
ng

ru
n 

pe
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m
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 o
f t
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co
no

m
y 

an
d 
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nt
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ed
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W
e 

co
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se
d 

ou
r p
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s 
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e 
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es

t 
ec

on
om
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in

 t
he

 w
or

ld
 t

o 
se

t 
ru

le
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at
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at
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 c
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ar

ia
bl

es
 t

ha
t 

w
ill 

in
ev

ita
bl

y 
ch

an
ge

 o
ve

r t
he

 re
le

va
nt

 t
im

e 
ho

riz
on

th
e 

Al
l o

f t
hi

s 
po

in
ts

 t
o 

th
e 

cr
ea

tio
n 

of
 a

 2
1s

t 
ce

nt
ur

y 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
a 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

ho
m

eo
w

ne
rs

hi
p 

ag
en

cy
—

us
in

g 
m

od
er

n 
te

ch
no

lo
gy

 
an

d 
th

e 
le

ss
on

s 
le

ar
ne

d 
fr

om
 

pr
od

uc
ts

 t
ha

t 
ar

e 
be

st
 s

ui
te

d 
to

 t
he

 m
an

ag
em

en
t 

of
 ri

sk
 fo

r 
or

di
na

ry
 in

di
vi

du
al

s.
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RE
W

RI
TI

NG
 T

HE
 R

UL
ES

ne
xt

 h
al

fc
en

tu
ry

. W
ha

t 
is 

cl
ea

r i
s 

th
at

 w
e 

m
ay

 
ne

ed
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

ad
us

tm
en

ts
 a

s 
tim

e 
go

es
 o

n.
 A

nd
 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
m

an
y 

w
ay

s 
th

at
 w

e 
ca

n 
m

ak
e 

su
ch

 
ad

us
tm

en
ts

. 

Fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 w
e 

sh
ou

ld
 re

m
ov

e 
th

e 
pa

yr
ol

l c
ap

 
th

at
 li

m
its

 t
he

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f r

ev
en

ue
 S

oc
ia

l S
ec

ur
ity

 
ra

ise
s.

 In
 a

dd
iti

on
, t

he
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

ex
pa

nd
 

re
tir

em
en

t 
se

cu
rit

y 
by

 p
ro

vi
di

ng
 a

 v
ol

un
ta

ry
 

pu
bl

ic
 re

tir
em

en
t 

pr
og

ra
m

 a
bo

ve
 S

oc
ia

l S
ec

ur
ity

 
to

 fu
rt

he
r s

up
pl

em
en

t 
re

tir
em

en
t 

se
cu

rit
y.

 T
he

 
pl

an
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

m
od

el
ed

 o
n 

pr
iv

at
e 

in
di

vi
du

al
 

re
tir

em
en

t 
ac

co
un

ts
 (

IR
A)

, b
ut

 t
he

 p
ub

lic
 w

ou
ld

 

co
st

s 
an

d 
re

du
ce

d 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 fo

r e
xp

lo
ita

tio
n 

ar
e 

im
m

ed
ia

te
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

s.
 B

ut
 t

he
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t 
co

ul
d 

al
so

 m
at

ch
 s

av
in

gs
 fo

r t
he

 w
or

se
 o

ff
th

e 
op

po
sit

e 
of

 o
ur

 c
ur

re
nt

 s
ys

te
m

 fo
r e

nc
ou

ra
gi

ng
 

sa
vi

ng
s,

 w
hi

ch
 o

ve
rw

he
lm

in
gl

y 
su

bs
id

iz
es

 t
he

 
ric

h.
v  S

uc
h 

a 
pr

og
ra

m
, w

ha
t 

m
ig

ht
 b

e 
th

ou
gh

t 
of

 a
s 

a 
pu

bl
ic

 o
pt

io
n 

fo
r r

et
ire

m
en

t, 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

un
su

bs
id

iz
ed

, b
ut

 w
ou

ld
 p

ro
vi

de
 c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
an

d 
st

an
da

rd
s 

fo
r t

he
 p

riv
at

e 
se

ct
or

. I
n 

th
e 

en
d,

 a
ll 

tr
ue

 c
om

pe
tit

io
n 

e
 o

ca
 

e
a

En
ac

tin
g 

th
e 

bo
ld

 re
fo

rm
s 

w
e 

ou
tli

ne
 in

 t
hi

s 
re

po
rt

, a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

ot
he

r m
ea

su
re

s 
to

 a
dd

re
ss

 
w

ea
lth

 a
nd

 in
co

m
e 

in
eq

ua
lit

y,
 is

 a
s 

m
uc

h 
ab

ou
t 

po
lit

ic
al

 w
ill 

as
 it

 a
s 

ab
ou

t 
ec

on
om

ic
s.

 
Th

e 
co

nc
en

tr
at

io
n 

of
 w

ea
lth

 in
 o

ur
 e

co
no

m
y 

ha
s 

cr
ea

te
d 

a 
co

nc
en

tr
at

io
n 

of
 p

ow
er

 in
 o

ur
 

de
m

oc
ra

cy
. T

he
 re

su
lt 

is 
th

at
 p

ol
ic

ie
s 

fa
vo

re
d 

by
 t

he
 w

ea
lth

y 
re

ce
iv

e 
at

te
nt

io
n,

 w
hi

le
 p

ol
ic

y 
pr

ef
er

en
ce

s 
of

 p
oo

r a
nd

 m
id

dl
e

in
co

m
e 

Am
er

ic
an

s 
ar

e 
ig

no
re

d.

To
da

y,
 w

e 
ha

ve
 in

eq
ua

lit
y 

in
 o

ur
 d

em
oc

ra
cy

: 
pe

op
le

 w
ith

 h
ig

he
r i

nc
om

es
 v

ot
e 

m
or

e 
fr

eq
ue

nt
ly

 

th
an

 t
ho

se
 w

ith
 lo

w
er

 in
co

m
es

 a
nd

 e
le

ct
io

n 

sm
al

l n
um

be
r o

f l
ar

ge
 d

on
or

s 
w

ho
 w

ie
ld

 o
ut

siz
e 

 W
hi

le
 t

he
re

 a
 n

um
be

r o
f r

ef
or

m
s 

ne
ed

ed
 t

o 
bu

ild
 a

 m
or

e 
in

cl
us

iv
e 

de
m

oc
ra

cy
, 

tw
o 

in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 s
ta

nd
 o

ut
 a

s 
ha

vi
ng

 t
he

 m
os

t 
po

te
nt

ia
l t

o 
cr

ea
te

 e
qu

al
ity

 o
f v

oi
ce

 in
 o

ur
 

de
m

oc
ra

cy
.

sy
st

em
 o

f v
ot

in
g 

di
sc

ou
ra

ge
s 

fu
ll 

pa
rt

ic
ip

at
io

n,
 

le
av

in
g 

ru
le

s 
to

 t
he

 s
ta

te
s,

 m
an

y 
of

 w
hi

ch
 

ha
ve

 e
re

ct
ed

 u
nn

ec
es

sa
ry

 b
ar

rie
rs

 s
uc

h 
as

 
bu

rd
en

so
m

e 
vo

te
r r

eg
ist

ra
tio

n 
pr

ac
tic

es
, i

n
pe

rs
on

 v
ot

in
g,

 v
ot

in
g 

on
 a

 w
ee

kd
ay

, l
on

g 
w

ai
t 

sh
ou

ld
 e

st
ab

lis
h 

a 
fe

de
ra

l s
ys

te
m

 o
f u

ni
ve

rs
al

 
vo

tin
g 

th
at

 in
cl

ud
es

: (
1)

 a
ut

om
at

ic
 v

ot
er

 
re

gi
st

ra
tio

n,
 a

cc
ep

te
d 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 t

he
 c

ou
nt

ry
 

w
ith

ou
t 

th
e 

ne
ed

 t
o 

re
re

gi
st

er
 a

nd
 w

ith
ou

t 

on
 m

ul
tip

le
 d

ay
s;

 (
3)

 t
he

 e
st

ab
lis

hm
en

t 
of

 
w

ee
ke

nd
 E

le
ct

io
n 

Da
ys

 o
r a

 n
at

io
na

l e
le

ct
io

n 
ho

lid
ay

; a
nd

 (
4)

 o
nl

in
e 

vo
tin

g 
w

he
n 

cy
be

r
se

cu
rit

y 
co

nc
er

ns
 a

re
 m

et
.

Se
co

nd
, i

t 
is 

cr
iti

ca
l t

ha
t 

w
e 

cr
ea

te
 a

 c
am

pa
ig

n 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

. A
 c

on
st

itu
tio

na
l a

m
en

dm
en

t 
co

ul
d 

go
 a

 lo
ng

 w
ay

 t
ow

ar
d 

al
lo

w
in

g 
Co

ng
re

ss
 

to
 in

cr
ea

se
 p

ol
iti

ca
l e

qu
al

ity
. Y

et
 e

ve
n 

w
ith

in
 

to
da

y’
s 

le
ga

l f
ra

m
ew

or
k,

 it
 is

 b
ot

h 
po

ss
ib

le
 a

nd
 

im
pe

ra
tiv

e 
to

 e
na

ct
 a

 s
ys

te
m

 o
f p

ub
lic

 fu
nd

in
g 

to
 

m
at

ch
 s

m
al

ld
on

or
 p

ol
iti

ca
l c

on
tr

ib
ut

io
ns

. U
nd

er
 

th
is 

sy
st

em
, c

an
di

da
te

s 
ca

n 
ra

ise
 e

no
ug

h 
m

on
ey

 

do
lla

r c
on

tr
ib

ut
io

ns
 a

nd
 re

ly
in

g 
m

uc
h 

le
ss

 o
n 

w
ea

lth
y 

do
no

rs
. 

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
st

ill 
ot

he
r r

ef
or

m
s,

 li
ke

 re
qu

iri
ng

 
sh

ar
eh

ol
de

rs
 t

o 
vo

te
 in

 s
up

po
rt

 o
f a

ny
 p

ol
iti

ca
l 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

. T
hi

s 
re

po
rt

 h
as

 e
m

ph
as

iz
ed

 t
he

 
ec

on
om

ic 
re

fo
rm

s 
th

at
 a

re
 n

ee
de

d 
to

 re
st

or
e 

th
e 

Am
er

ic
an

 e
co

no
m

ic 
dr

ea
m

. B
ut

 o
ur

 d
em

oc
ra

tic
 

id
ea

ls 
to

o 
ar

e 
an

 im
po

rt
an

t 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 A
m

er
ic

an
 

dr
ea

m
. I

ne
qu

al
iti

es
 c

re
at

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ru

le
s 

an
d 

in
st

itu
tio

ns
 t

ha
t 

go
ve

rn
 o

ur
 p

ol
iti

ca
l p

ro
ce

ss
 

ne
ed

 t
o 

ch
an

ge
, t

oo
.  

CO
NC

LU
SI

ON
Ou

r e
co

no
m

y 
is 

a 
la

rg
e 

an
d 

co
m

pl
ex

 s
ys

te
m

, a
nd

 
in

 o
rd

er
 t

o 
so

lv
e 

th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

s 
w

ith
 t

ha
t 

sy
st

em
, 

th
at

 fo
llo

w
ed

 e
xp

os
ed

 t
he

 in
ad

eq
ua

cy
 o

f t
he

 
ol

d 
ec

on
om

ic
 m

od
el

s;
 t

he
 n

ew
 re

se
ar

ch
 a

nd
 

th
in

kin
g 

th
at

 h
as

 e
m

er
ge

d 
as

 a
 re

su
lt 

su
gg

es
ts

 
th

at
 e

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 e

co
no

m
ic

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 a
re

 
in

 fa
ct

 c
om

pl
em

en
ta

ry
 ra

th
er

 t
ha

n 
op

po
sin

g 
fo

rc
es

. N
o 

m
or

e 
fa

lse
 c

ho
ic

es
: c

ha
ng

in
g 

co
ur

se
 

w
on

’t 
be

 e
as

y 
in

 t
he

 c
ur

re
nt

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t, 

bu
t 

sy
st

em
. W

e 
ca

n 
re

st
or

e 
th

e 
ba

la
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t, 
bu

sin
es

s,
 a

nd
 la

bo
r t

o 
cr

ea
te

 a
n 

ec
on

om
y 

th
at

 w
or

ks
 fo

r e
ve

ry
on

e.
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

on
 

th
e 

in
no

va
tiv

e 
le

ga
cy

 o
f t

he
 N

ew
 D

ea
l, 

w
e 

m
us

t 
ta

m
e 

th
e 

gr
ow

th
 o

f w
ea

lth
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
to

p 
1 

pe
rc

en
t 

an
d 

es
ta

bl
ish

 ru
le

s 
an

d 
in

st
itu

tio
ns

 t
ha

t 
en

su
re

 s
ec

ur
ity

 a
nd

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 fo
r t

he
 m

id
dl

e 
cl

as
s.

 

W
e 

ca
n 

re
st

or
e 

th
e 

ba
la

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t, 

bu
sin

es
s,

 
an

d 
la

bo
r t

o 
cr

ea
te

 a
n 

ec
on

om
y 

th
at

 w
or

ks
 

fo
r e

ve
ry

on
e.

 

v 
Th

is 
ca

n 
be

 p
ar

tia
lly

 p
ai

d 
fo

r b
y 

ca
pp

in
g 

th
e 

de
du

ct
ib

ilit
y 

of
 

40
1

k)
 s

av
in

gs
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
ric

h
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Th
er

e 
ar

e 
tw

o 
re

as
on

s 
to

 w
or

ry
: F

irs
t, 

gi
ve

n 
re

ce
nt

 in
cr

ea
se

s 
in

 in
eq

ua
lit

y 
of

 in
co

m
e,

 it
 w

ou
ld

 
be

 a
 s

ur
pr

ise
 if

 in
eq

ua
lit

y 
of

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 d
id

 n
ot

 
w

or
se

n 
in

 t
he

 fu
tu

re
. S

ec
on

d,
 t

o 
ge

t 
ah

ea
d 

in
 a

 
m

od
er

n 
ec

on
om

y,
 o

ne
 n

ee
ds

 a
 g

oo
d 

ed
uc

at
io

n.
 

Bu
t 

th
e 

qu
al

ity
 o

f e
du

ca
tio

n 
on

e 
re

ce
iv

es
 is

 
cl

os
el

y 
tie

d 
to

 t
he

 s
oc

io
ec

on
om

ic
 s

ta
tu

s 
an

d 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

of
 p

ar
en

ts
 (

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
ly

 fa
th

er
s)

.

Ev
id

en
ce

 o
f i

ne
qu

al
ity

 b
y 

ec
on

om
ic

 s
ta

tu
s,

 
ra

ce
, a

nd
 g

en
de

r p
er

va
de

 o
ur

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
he

al
th

 s
ys

te
m

s.
9  B

ut
 t

he
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

th
at

 
oc

cu
rs

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

ea
rly

 s
ta

ge
 o

f l
ife

 is
 m

uc
h 

m
or

e 
un

eq
ua

l a
nd

 h
as

 li
fe

lo
ng

 c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s 
fo

r a
n 

in
di

vi
du

al
’s

 c
og

ni
tiv

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
an

d 
ec

on
om

ic
 s

uc
ce

ss
. W

he
re

 a
 fa

m
ily

 s
its

 o
n 

th
e 

in
co

m
e 

an
d 

w
ea

lth
 s

ca
le

s 
af

fe
ct

s 
ho

w
 m

uc
h 

ca
pi

ta
l e

xp
en

di
tu

re
s 

an
d 

in
ve

st
m

en
ts

fr
om

 t
he

 
qu

al
ity

 o
f p

re
na

ta
l a

nd
 m

at
er

na
l c

ar
e,

 t
o 

th
e 

qu
al

ity
 o

f c
hi

ld
 c

ar
e 

an
d 

th
e 

ea
rly

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t, 
to

 w
he

th
er

 t
he

 p
ar

en
t’s

 o
b 

af
fo

rd
s 

fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 s

ic
k 

le
av

e.
 

In
eq

ua
lit

y 
at

 t
he

 s
ta

rt
in

g 
ga

te
 b

eg
in

s 
lo

ng
 b

ef
or

e 
a 

ch
ild

 re
ac

he
s 

fo
rm

al
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

sy
st

em
s.

 A
nd

 
it 

fo
llo

w
s 

ch
ild

re
n,

 c
om

po
un

di
ng

 t
hr

ou
gh

ou
t 

th
ei

r a
ca

de
m

ic
 a

nd
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

na
l c

ar
ee

rs
.

 T
he

 
qu

al
ity

 o
f o

ne
’s

 e
ar

ly
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t 
m

at
te

rs
 

tr
em

en
do

us
ly

. N
ob

el
 la

ur
ea

te
 J

am
es

 H
ec

km
an

 
st

ud
ie

d 
ex

te
ns

iv
el

y 
ho

w
 in

te
ns

iv
e 

pr
e

ed
uc

at
io

n 
pi

lo
t 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
af

fe
ct

 lo
w

in
co

m
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

sc
ho

ol
in

g 
an

d 
in

to
 a

du
lth

oo
d.

 H
ec

km
an

 
fo

un
d 

th
at

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
re

ce
iv

in
g 

ac
ce

ss
 t

o 
th

es
e 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
pe

rf
or

m
ed

 b
et

te
r i

n 
sc

ho
ol

, w
er

e 
m

or
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 g
ra

du
at

e 
an

d 
go

 t
o 

co
lle

ge
, a

nd
 w

er
e 

le
ss

 li
ke

ly
 t

o 
sm

ok
e,

 u
se

 d
ru

gs
, b

ec
om

e 
te

en
ag

e 
m

ot
he

rs
, o

r g
o 

on
 w

el
fa

re
. 

An
 o

ve
rw

he
lm

in
g 

bo
dy

 o
f r

es
ea

rc
h 

in
 t

hi
s 

ar
ea

 
sh

ow
s 

th
at

 q
ua

lit
y 

ea
rly

 c
hi

ld
 c

ar
e 

is 
th

e 
m

os
t 

co
ns

ist
en

t 
pr

ed
ic

to
r o

f a
 y

ou
ng

 c
hi

ld
’s

 b
eh

av
io

ra
l 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ta

l o
ut

co
m

es
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

la
ng

ua
ge

, 
in

te
rp

er
so

na
l c

om
m

un
ic

at
io

n,
 a

nd
 c

og
ni

tiv
e 

ab
ilit

ie
s.

 A
lre

ad
y,

 b
y 

th
e 

tim
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

en
te

r 

ea
rly

 le
ar

ni
ng

 a
nd

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t. 

In
 o

ne
 s

tu
dy

, 
kin

de
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.
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re
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r l
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e,

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 s

in
gl

e 
pa

re
nt

s,
 

le
av

e 
lit

tle
 t
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 c
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l d
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r c
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 b
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ra
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 d
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ra
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 c
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at
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 c
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 d
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l c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
to

 li
ve

 in
 h

ig
h

qu
al

ity
 

sc
ho

ol
 d
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 c
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se

 o
f i

ne
qu

al
ity

.
 T

ho
ug

h 
a 

po
pu

la
r i

de
a,

 t
he

 a
rg

um
en

t 
th

at
 t

ec
hn

ol
og

y 
an

d 
sk

ills
 c

an
 e

xp
la

in
 c

ur
re

nt
 p

at
te

rn
s 

of
 in

eq
ua

lit
y 

is 

AP
PE

ND
IX

: O
ve

rv
ie

w
 o

f 
re

ce
nt

 
in

eq
ua

li
ty

 t
re

nd
s



98
99

CO
PY

RI
GH

T 
20

15
, C

RE
AT

IV
E 

CO
M

M
ON

S.
 R

OO
SE

VE
LT

IN
ST

IT
UT

E.
OR

G
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Th
er

e 
w

er
e 

ea
rly

 s
ig

ns
 o

f p
ro

bl
em

s 
w

ith
 t

he
 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
 e

xp
la

na
tio

n 
ev

en
 a

s 
th

e 
th

eo
ry

 
be

ca
m

e 
po

pu
la

r. 
Th

e 
di

ff
er

en
ce

 in
 w

ag
es

 p
ai

d 
to

 h
ig

h
 a

nd
 lo

w
sk

ill 
w

or
ke

rs
 e

xp
an

de
d 

m
os

t 

er
a 

w
he

n 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
co

m
pu

tin
g 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
 

re
al

ly
 t

oo
k 

of
f.30

 T
he

 t
ec

hn
ol

og
y 

ar
gu

m
en

t 
al

so
 

ca
n’

t 
pr

ed
ic

t 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 in
 t

he
 ra

ce
 a

nd
 g

en
de

r 
w

ag
e 

ga
ps

.3
 N

or
 c

an
 t

he
 ri

sin
g 

in
co

m
es

 o
f t

ho
se

 
in

 t
he

 t
op

 1
 p

er
ce

nt
 b

e 
ex

pl
ai

ne
d 

as
 a

 m
at

te
r 

of
 t

ec
hn

ol
og

y;
 t

he
se

 a
re

 d
riv

en
 b

y 
CE

Os
 a

nd
 

an
y 

sk
ill 

ga
ps

.

M
or

e 
re

ce
nt

 re
se

ar
ch

 h
as

 s
ho

w
n 

th
at

 t
he

 s
ki

lls
 

ga
p 

ar
gu

m
en

t, 
ho

w
ev

er
 t

ru
e 

it 
m

ay
 h

av
e 

be
en

 
in

 t
he

 p
as

t, 
ha

s 
no

w
 lo

st
 m

uc
h 

va
lid

ity
. T

he
 

hi
gh

er
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

pr
em

iu
m

 h
as

 s
ta

lle
d;

 it
 h

as
 n

ot
 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
ov

er
 t

he
 p

as
t 

10
 y

ea
rs

.33
 H

ig
hl

y 
sk

ille
d 

w
or

ke
rs

 a
re

 t
ak

in
g 

ov
er

 le
ss

sk
ille

d 
oc

cu
pa

tio
ns

 
an

d 
fa

ce
 w

ea
ke

ni
ng

 c
ar

ee
r t

ra
ec

to
rie

s.
 

Pr
od

uc
tiv

ity
 g

ro
w

th
 re

m
ai

ns
 h

ist
or

ic
al

ly
 s

lo
w

, 
in

di
ca

tin
g 

th
at

 a
 m

as
siv

e 
w

av
e 

of
 t

ec
hn

ol
og

y 
isn

’t 
di

sr
up

tin
g 

no
rm

al
 b

us
in

es
s 

pr
ac

tic
es

 in
 

m
uc

h 
of

 t
he

 e
co

no
m

y.
 T

he
re

 a
re

 a
lso

 p
ow

er
fu

l 
ar

gu
m

en
ts

 t
ha

t 
a 

w
ea

k 
la

bo
r m

ar
ke

t 
ca

n 
in

 s
om

e 
ca

se
s 

ev
en

 d
et

er
 t

ec
hn

ol
og

ic
al

 c
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l t
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 p
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ra
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ra
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 d
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Cool, thanks
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Figured out the problem. The op-ed ran in Thursday’s print edition, not Friday’s paper.
 
I got a few copies overnighted and am sending them over to the Mayor’s Front Office right now.
 
Thanks,
 
Mahen
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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BRIEFING MEMO 
 
WHAT: Roosevelt Institute event with Sen. Warren, Prof. Stiglitz 
WHEN: Tuesday, May 12th – from 830am to 11am (MBDB at 1035AM) 
 
 
STIGLITZ MESSAGE: 
 

Dominant economic frameworks over the past 35 years – like "trickle-down" 
economics, and the idea that markets work perfectly on their own – paved 
the way for an onslaught of policies that decimated America's middle class. 
This paper presents an evidence-backed alternative framework: 

 
Markets are shaped by laws, regulations and institutions. Rules matter. 

 
The rules determine how fast the economy grows, and who shares in the 
benefits of that prosperity. 

 
Concentrated wealth can hurt economic performance. Under the right rules, 
shared prosperity and strong economic performance reinforce each other. 
There is no trade-off. 

 
A tentative, piecemeal policy response to help the neediest will not suffice. 
We must rewrite the rules of the economy with a focus on restoring a balance 
of power between the competing interests that make up the modern 
economy. 

 
 
RUN OF SHOW: 
 
NOTE: No holding room.  Reserved seats in the front row for Senator Warren and 
MBDB. 
 

8:30 AM 

Breakfast Starts - 
National Press Club 
- 529 14th Street, 
NW; 13th Floor 
 

9:00 

Program begins. RI 
CEO Felicia Wong 
remarks & 
introduces Joseph 
Stiglitz 

9:03-9:15 Stiglitz Remarks 



9:15 Wong Intros Rana F. 
9:17-10:15 Panel 

10:15 
Wong introduces 
Senator Warren 

10:17-10:33 
Senator Warren 
Speaks 

10:33 
Wong Introduces 
Mayor de Blasio 

10:35-10:50 
Mayor de Blasio 
speaks 

10:50 Wong Closes 
 

### 
 
 



DRAFT REMARKS 2 
Roosevelt Institute event 

Tuesday, May 12th 
10:35 AM – 10:50 AM (15 minutes) 

 
Thank you to Felicia Wong for that very kind introduction, and for your 
tremendous leadership as CEO and President of the Roosevelt Institute.  

 
I also want to thank Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, not only for producing this incredibly 
important, through-provoking analysis for rewriting the rules of our modern 
economy, but also for his advice and support as we have gotten to know each 
other these past few months.  I know of no one who has thought more deeply 
and advocated more passionately for big, bold, sweeping changes to rebuild 
the American middle class and restore the principles that will make our 
country a place of opportunity for everyone.  

 
I also want to thank Senator Elizabeth Warren for her tireless advocacy on 
behalf of middle-class people – not just in her time as Senator, but for three 
DECADES – as an academic, as a regulator, as a policy expert and advisor.  
Like many of you, I’m inspired by her brilliance, her passion, and her lifelong 
dedication to challenging the most powerful interests on behalf of those 
whose voices too often go unheard.  I was honored to co-author an op-ed 
with Senator Warren last week, and I’m humbled to be with her in person 
here today. 

 
I also want to applaud the Roosevelt Institute for the invaluable contribution 
that they make to the public discourse, particularly on the matter that’s been 
discussed today – thinking big and bold about what it takes to fundamentally 
change the way our economy works…to ensure that we are creating a more 
just society…a place where EVERYONE gets a shot at a better life. 

 
I’m so proud to serve 8.4 million people as mayor of the greatest city on 
Earth. 

 
I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed then – and 
still believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that is income inequality. 

 
I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had become, 
particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re home to Wall Street, 
which has come roaring back – breaking record after record.  At the same 
time, 46 percent of our population was living at or near the poverty line.  

 
I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality posed a 
threat to those who were struggling…not simply because those in the middle 
class felt more and more anxious about staying IN the middle class…but 



because living in a Gilded City was a threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to 
what made New York so great for so many generations prior. 

 
So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real successes 
– universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who wants it.  We more that 
DOUBLED the number of young people with access to after-school programs. 

 
We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  We 
extended the living wage to thousands more.  We’ve had over 100,000 New 
Yorkers apply for a municipal ID.  We’re fighting to increase the minimum 
wage.   

 
And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal affordable 
housing plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to building or preserving 
200,000 units of affordable housing, and requiring – for the first time ever – 
that developers include affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in 
New York. 

 
We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality every way we 
know how – with every tool at our disposal. 

 
I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help 
rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  What 
happens in Washington – or doesn’t happen – makes an enormous difference 
to my 8.4 million constituents back home. 

 
When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon many policies 
first developed in states and cities across America.  Governors, Mayors, city 
and state legislatures – we all have the opportunity to incubate ideas at the 
local level, and create momentum for real, progressive national change. 

 
Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum -- have 
converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to enact bold structural 
changes to rebuild our middle class -- like many of the steps that Dr. Stiglitz is 
proposing today. 

 
In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just wealth.   

 
That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the minimum wage, 
strengthening the rights of workers to organize, and cracking down on wage 
theft. 

 
It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid sick and 
paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school programs and child care; 



and helping students graduate from college without a mountain of debt 
hanging over their heads. 

 
And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system more fair – 
closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the wealthy use to take their 
massive profits and wealth…and simply pile up greater profits and wealth for 
themselves. 

 
Just one example – the carried interest loophole, which you’ve all heard 
about – a loophole that allows billionaire hedge fund managers to pay a 
lower overall tax rate than the hardworking men and women who clean their 
summer homes, or pilot their private jets. 

 
Now you’ve heard why this sort of thing is possible.  It’s because the system 
is rigged to benefit those at the top – and to leave everybody else behind. 

 
We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to create more 
success stories. 

 
We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re willing to 
work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.” 

 
For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It was the 
definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that promise…that 
dream…has steadily slipped away. 

 
And that’s why we have to stand together.  Progressive economists, 
academics, elected officials, and everyday Americans in all fifty states. 

 
And you know what?  The American people are already there.  Just look at 
the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, with 60,000 people 
taking to the streets to fight for a minimum wage.   

 
It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR voices…and to follow 
THEIR lead. 

 
It was Franklin Roosevelt himself who said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to 
help each other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an 
alien power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a 
President and Senators and Congressmen and government officials but the 
voters of this country.  END QUOTE. 

 
So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of economic 
inequality is massive.  But it is well within our power to take it head on, and a 
make a real difference. 



 
And we won’t do it from the top-down.  We’ll do it as a progressive 
force…city by city, neighborhood by neighborhood…listening to the people 
who sent us to make the change for which they hunger. 

 
And we’ll do it…together. 

 
Thank you.  

 
### 



TPA Questions and Answers 
 
Q: Why are you doing this? 
A: Progressives see the national conversation moving more and more to income 

inequality – something that was only happening in small circles a year ago.  
Now is the time to not only recognize the problem, but commit to real 
solutions for combatting it. 

 
Q:   Is Elizabeth Warren signed on to TPA? 
A:   She won’t be attending the event at the Capitol Building, but we’ve been 

working together to shine a light on many of these issues – as we did with 
our op-ed recently.  In fact, we’ll be appearing together that morning at an 
event hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, where Joe Stiglitz will be unveiling a 
comprehensive approach to rewriting the rules of the economy to rebuild the 
middle class.   

 
Q:   Officials who were at the Gracie event, including Sen. Brown and Gov. 

Strickland said they will not sign on to the agenda or be at the May 12 event, 
although they sympathize with the Mayor's goals. Do you have any concerns 
that attendees of the April 2 Gracie Mansion meeting not signing on?  

A:  Some folks have a policy against signing pledges, and that’s fine.  Both 
Senator Brown and Governor Strickland have been strong champions in this effort 
to combat income inequality, particularly on proposals to lift the floor for working 
people. 
 
Q: Is this a rebuke of Hillary? 
A: No, this isn’t about an individual.  We’re here to send a message to ALL 
elected officials and candidates for every office, up and down the ballot, in both 
parties: to tackle income inequality, we must implement bold progressive policies. 
 
Q: What does Hillary have to do for you to back her? 
A: I think what progressives want to see from her – and from elected officials 
and candidates at every level – is a vision…an economic framework…that really 
tackles income inequality. 
 
Q: Some people here have already backed Hillary.  You, notably, have not.   
A: We are here to say that anyone hoping to lead the American people – up and 
down the ballot – must have a plan to combat income inequality that’s based on 
progressive principles. 
 
Q: What are your next steps? 
A: There are a host of ways of engaging progressive leaders, and the progressive 
Americans they speak to, or speak for.  The leadership of organized labor will be 
speaking to their members and building support for the cause.  The heads of 
progressive organizations will be channeling the support of everyday Americans 
who are eager to spread the word within their communities.  Elected officials will go 



back to their states and districts and cities to build support among their 
constituents.  And we will ALL be fanning out and speaking out, driving people from 
across the country to our website – asking them to sign on, to offer comments and 
suggestions, and to hold elected officials and candidates accountable for results. 
 
Q: What happens if a candidate or elected official doesn’t endorse The 
Progressive Agenda?  Will you all campaign against them? 
A: We’re asking them to commit to these principles because they are three 
things: 1) real solutions to income inequality; 2) feasible ideas; 3) resonant with 
millions of Americans who are desperate for leadership on these economic matters.  
We’re looking to elevate these issues into the national dialogue in a positive, pro-
active way. 
 
Q: Grover Norquist makes conservative candidates and elected officials sign a 
no-tax pledge – and he strongly backs those who do, while punishing those who do 
not.  Is that what you’re trying to replicate? 
A: It’s not about the backing or non-backing from folks up here.  It’s about the 
people we represent – progressives across the country.  And to motivate those 
Americans – to get them on their feet, activated, and encouraged to support a 
candidate or elected official – they need to know that the candidate or elected 
official is with them on these core issues. 
 
Q: Even if you continue to have a Democratic White House, you’ll likely have a 
Republican Congress.  How can any of this get done? 
A: This isn’t just about the White House and Congress.  BUT, I will say this.  
There are those who see divided government & believe that nothing but the most 
watered-down measures can get support.  I don’t believe that.  If you push hard 
enough, organize aggressively enough, and make it front-and-center in the national 
conversation, politicians who might ordinarily be afraid to be bold will suddenly see 
that it’s not just “okay” to have a backbone.  It’s an existential requirement. 
 
Q:  The NYS GOP Chair said YOU would beat HRC in a primary. 
A: As much as I enjoy getting political advice from the GOP Chair – let me be 
clear: I’m not running for president.  That’s my Sherman-esque answer.  We just 
want these policies to be implemented. 
 
Q: Should Elizabeth Warren run? 
A: I think she has already made her intentions clear, and I’ll make my message 
clear: this isn’t about personalities; it’s about policies. 
 
Q: Could you see yourself supporting Martin O’Malley?  He agrees with you on a 
lot of this stuff. 
A: Policies.  Not Personalities. 
 
Q: Some of the things you’ve mentioned, like the TPP, are being supported by 
President Obama.  Are you prepared to go to war with the White House on Fast 



Track? 
A: It’s not about war with the White House, or the GOP Congress.  It’s about 
standing up for what’s right – no matter where the chips fall.  I believe that Fast 
Track is a bad deal for American workers. 
 
Q: Why isn’t Sen. Warren here? 
A: I’ve been working with Senator Warren on these issues.  We just published a 
joint op-ed that touched on many of these topics, and several others, as well.  I was 
with her at the Roosevelt Institute event with Joe Stiglitz this morning.  The group 
assembled here is clearly not an exhaustive list of those who support our agenda.  
But the folks here represent a diverse group of progressive groups and constituents 
who are hungry for economic policy aimed at combatting income inequality. 
 
Q: Aren’t you concerned that candidates or elected officials will look at all the 
taxes you’re proposing here & say “Geez, I don’t want an attack ad run by the Koch 
Brothers saying I support trillions in higher taxes.” 
A: Here’s the hard truth.  If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need two 
things: 1) more investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working 
people; and 2) more revenue from those at the very top – millionaires, billionaires, 
and wealthy corporations.  There’s no secret pot of money.  And if you’re going to be 
serious about investing in programs that help the 99 Percent, then the One Percent 
has to be willing to help foot the bill.  The Koch Brothers have a different point of 
view – give more tax breaks to big oil companies and fellow billionaires, at the 
expense of everybody else.  I welcome that debate. 
 
Q: How does this help the people of New York City?  Are you getting outside the 
realm of your Day Job? 
A: It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal and state governments to 
raise the minimum wage. It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal 
government to pass paid family leave. It helps New Yorkers when we push the 
federal government to reward work not wealth by reforming tax policy.  
 

And the fact is, we are doing many of these things at the city level.  We’re 
trying to do some at the state level.  Others only make sense at the federal level.   

 
We shouldn’t silo government into city or state or federal.  People don’t look 

at their government like that.  They know that the people they put into public office 
have to work together, at all levels of government, to achieve real change.  And 
there’s so much more that we can do to lift the lives of working people here in NYC if 
we have support from the federal government, and from people of good conscience 
from across the country. 
 
Q: You specifically mention closing the carried interest loophole.  That would be 
a big hit to a lot of the private equity, hedge fund, and real estate folks in New York 
City.  Are you declaring war on them – and do you worry that doing so could derail 
your efforts on education or affordable housing here at home? 



A: No one is declaring war.  We are shining a bright light on the defining issue of 
our times – the fact that since the Recession ended, the One Percent has seen their 
real income grow by 35%.  The 99 Percent have seen theirs grow 0.8%.  Put another 
way, the One Percent captured 91% of the real income gains since 2009. 
 
Now, there’s no legitimate reason that a hedge fund manager should pay a lower 
effective tax rate than the woman who cleans his beach house or the guy who pilots 
his private plane.  That makes zero sense. 
 
Rewarding work, and not just wealth, isn’t just morally right.  It’s smart economics.  
Consumers need money in their pockets to spend on necessities.  In turn, that 
money goes into the economy and lifts it for everyone.  
 
Q: When you say that the income gap has favored the One Percent over the 99 
Percent since 2009 – isn’t that a direct indictment of President Obama?  Should he 
have done more to help the non-rich? 
A: President Obama has made great efforts to close the income gap.  Some have 
called ObamaCare one of the greatest social programs aimed at reducing income 
inequality since the New Deal.  I agree.  There was the stimulus, which greatly 
expanded the EITC.  And there was his success in raising the top marginal tax rate to 
where it was when Bill Clinton left office.  What the income inequality statistics tell 
us is this: we need to be even more aggressive lifting the floor for working people, 
and that has to include a greater contribution by those at the very top. 
 
Q: Some of the folks who were at the original Gracie Confab have criticized you 
for not including mass incarceration as part of TPA.  Why do you not think that’s 
important enough to be part of TPA? 
A: Mass incarceration is a huge problem – and one that we’ve set out to address 
in New York City.  We’ve ended the overuse of stop-and-frisk – from around 
700,000 a few years before I took office, to less than 50,000 last year.  Since we 
implemented our new marijuana policy, arrests are down 65 percent.  We’ve 
launched a plan to shrink the population at New York City jails by 25 percent in 10 
years. 
 
And this is an important issue across the country – one that progressives will be 
addressing in the national context in the months to come.  This is just the start – not 
the final chapter – in how we hope to elevate solutions to core issues of economic 
and social justice. 
 
Q: What about expanding Social Security?  Or debt-free college?  There are 
reports that many of the original “signers” to your agenda have dropped out – 
reportedly furious that you refused to include those issues. 
A: Everyone has to make their own decision about whether to support or not 
support The Progressive Agenda that we’ve unveiled today.  But I’ve made my 
support for the issues you’ve mentioned clear.  In fact, I wrote an op-ed with 
Elizabeth Warren that mentioned them specifically! 



 This is the result of a long and collaborative process.  Just because something 
doesn’t appear as a plank on this agenda doesn’t mean it’s not important.  It doesn’t 
mean it won’t be part of our efforts in the months to come.  Again, this is the floor –
not the ceiling.  Stay tuned for more to come! 
 
Q: Have you thought about what all of this stuff costs?  How are you going to pay 
for all of this?  Things like child care and paid family leave are really expensive. 
A: This isn’t meant to be a budget blueprint.  This is a document designed to 
highlight some real, bold, progressive policies that can help combat income 
inequality.  It’s an organizing tool, and a way to elevate the discussion on some 
really important issues. 
 
Q: If these things are so important to you, why have you done them in New 
York?  The city doesn’t offer paid family leave, for example. 
A: In New York City, we’ve tackled a number of issues on this list – but no, we 
haven’t tackled them all.  Many of these issues are best dealt with at the national 
level – some because of the price tag, and some for reasons of competition between 
states and cities.  National policy puts everyone on a level playing field. 
 
Q: With so many wealthy New Yorkers, are you concerned that this agenda will 
soak your constituents, while giving Congress the power to use the money 
generated for programs in other states? 
A: We do have some very wealthy residents in New York.  And they need to pay 
their fair share in taxes.  We also have a massive number of residents who are 
struggling, and who could benefit from a host of initiatives presented here.  And we 
believe that we can make an effective case that when New York City is contributing 
more in federal taxes, then we deserve more help in rebuilding our bruised and 
battered middle class, and more help in lifting up those in poverty.   
 
Q: I notice that the Financial Transactions Tax isn’t on this list.  Why is that?  
Too much pressure from Wall Street? 
A: You can’t have everything in one document.  This is the beginning, not the 
end.  This is one of those issues that, on its face, could be a valuable addition.  But I 
would need to dive more deeply into the details of that policy, and discuss it with 
the coalition we’re building before commenting further. 
 



Reforming Labor Law 
 
Background: When workers try to organize unions they are often 
harassed, intimidated or fired, taking away their bargaining power and 
harming their access to adequate wages and quality healthcare. 
Workers in unions earn 30 percent higher wages and are 63 percent 
more likely to have employer-provided heath insurance. 
 
Possible Solution: The Employee Free Choice Act:  A Congressional 
bill that would make it easier for workers to join unions, make it easier 
for newly unionized workers to reach contracts with their employers, 
and strengthen penalties for those that violate labor law to seek to 
prevent workers from using their right to organize.  The legislation 
removes the power of employers to demand an additional and separate 
ballot if a majority of employee signatures were collected.  It also assigns 
the organizing union as the official collective bargaining representative if 
a majority of employee signatures are collected.  The legislation also 
requires employers and their unions to enter binding arbitration to 
produce a collective agreement if one cannot be met 90 days after the 
unionization of employees, and after 30 days of mediation time (120 days 
total). The arbitration agreement would be binding for a period of two 
years. Lastly, the legislation increases penalties on employers who 
discriminate against workers for union involvement. 
 
 
Immigration Reform and Wage Theft 
 
Immigrant workers are even more vulnerable because they can 
be threatened with deportation. In 2002, the Supreme Court ruled that 
undocumented workers cannot seek basic labor protections because 
they are not legally allowed to work. Therefore, employers can subject 
undocumented immigrants to abuse and dangerous working conditions 
for little pay, without worrying about legal action. 
 
http://thinkprogress.org/immigration/2013/07/10/2276121/dc-
undocumented-immigrant-wage-theft/ 
 
 
 



Student Loan Refinancing 
 
Background: Some with outstanding loans pay interest rates of 7% or 
higher for undergraduate loans, while students taking out new 
undergraduate loans pay 3.86% under the Bipartisan Student Loan 
Certainly Act passed by Congress in summer 2013. Outstanding student 
loans now total more than $1.2 trillion, surpassing total credit card 
debt.  One in seven borrowers defaults on federal student loans within 
three years of beginning repayment. 
 
Possible Solutions: S. 2432 – Bank on Students Emergency Loan 
Refinancing Act:  Would allow more than 25 million people with 
outstanding student loan debt to refinance their federal student loans or 
private loans at the lower interest rates currently offered to new 
borrowers, while maintaining full borrower protections of federal 
student loans (rather than forcing borrowers refinance with private 
banks). The loss of federal revenue from the lower loan interest income 
would require additional DOE direct spending (via its Direct Loan 
Program), according to the CBO, but would be offset in full by the “Buffet 
Rule” – a minimum 30% income tax payment from people who earn 
between $1 and $2 million. 
  
 
Paid Family Leave 
 
The United States is the only advanced economy without a national 
paid-leave law. Only three states -- California, New Jersey and Rhode 
Island -- offer this critical support for working men and women. Even 
Human Rights Watch has noticed, citing America for failing its families 
in a scathing report a few years back. In the latest edition of Expecting 
Better, a report card issued annually by the National Partnership for 
Women and Families, not a single state merited an "A." California took 
home an A-minus, New Jersey, a B-plus, and New York, a lackluster B-
minus. 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-ochshorn/new-yorks-real-
wealth-pro b 6950998.html 
 
 



Tax Breaks for Shipping Jobs 
Overseas/Deferral/Inversion/Repatriation 
 
SMALLER ONE (NOT AFFECTED BY REPATRIATION): 
“Firms can generally deduct business expenses,” said Kimberly Clausing, 
the Thormund A. Miller and Walter Mintz Professor of Economics at 
Reed College. “Thus, of course, if firms incurred expenses in moving 
abroad, they would be able to deduct those expenses.” 
 
 
BIGGER ONE (AFFECTED BY REPATRIATION): 
We’ve also written before on several occasions that the tax code has 
long allowed U.S. corporations doing business abroad to defer paying 
taxes on any of their “unrepatriated income.” That is to say that the 
revenue earned by the company’s foreign subsidiary remains untaxed 
by the IRS until that money is brought back to the parent company in 
the U.S. 
Sometimes politicians also refer to this as a “tax break for shipping jobs 
overseas.” And Clausing told us that this part of tax law could motivate 
companies to move business abroad. 
“This can provide a huge incentive for locating jobs and income abroad, 
since many tax haven countries have tax rates that are very low, even 
approaching zero, and thus the money can grow abroad ‘tax free’ until it 
is repatriated,” she said. 
 
http://www.factcheck.org/2012/10/talking-tax-breaks-for-
offshoring/ 
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The Progressive Agenda 
Former U.S. Senator Tom Harkin and New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 

 
By some measures, 2014 was a tough year for hedge funds.  For many investors, 
returns were modest.  But the compensation for managers of funds was anything 
but: it was recently reported that that a group of 25 hedge fund mangers made 
$11.62 billion dollars last year.   
 
To put that in perspective, here’s that number fully written out: $11,620,000,000 -- 
for 25 people.  And it is likely that they paid a lower tax rate on that income than the 
people who answer clean their homes and pilot their private jets.  
 
What’s more, last year Wall Street’s bonus pool accounted for roughly twice as much 
money as was earned by every single American making the federal minimum wage. 
 
America is experiencing an inequality crisis.  That’s not melodrama, nor buzzwords; 
it’s an economic reality that is hurting millions by eroding the foundation of middle 
class security.   
 
America’s middle class has always been this country’s engine of economic success.  
But as American workers’ productivity has been steadily increasing for decades, the 
middle class’ share of income has consistently declined.  And between 2009 and 
2012 – when times were so tough for so many working families – the top 1% of 
earners captured 91% of all income gains. 
 
There’s something deeply un-American about an economy that rewards wealth over 
work.  That feeling of working harder and harder but falling farther and farther 
behind is the antithesis of the American Dream. 
 
If we as a country are to overcome this crisis, we must act boldly.  This week in 
Washington, a large and diverse group of leaders from around the country came 
together around ideas that would do just that.   
 
The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality is a set of proposals that 
builds upon the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers and progressive activists, 
with the aim of addressing the income inequality crisis. 
 
It’s a 13-point plan grounded in concrete proposals, but it is guided by three simple 
principles: 
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People.  That means taking steps like increasing 
the minimum wage so that it reaches $15/hour, while indexing it to inflation, 
and strengthening the right of workers to unionize and bargain collectively. 
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2. Support Working Families.  That means passing measures to ensure paid 
sick and family leave, and making pre-k and afterschool programs available 
for every child. 

 
3. Tax Fairness – by doing things like ending the “carried interest loophole” 

which allows hedge fund managers escape paying their fair share, and 
instituting the “Buffett Rule” so that millionaire investors don’t pay a lower 
rate in taxes than people who work 9-5. 

 
The Progressive Agenda is not meant to be an exhaustive list of solutions to the 
inequality crisis.  Rather, it is a response to the demands of people nationwide – 
from Brooklyn, NY to Brooklyn, IA – that this crisis be addressed with real, bold 
proposals that will make a significant difference in their lives. 
 
The rampant inequality we face today has been decades in the making and it won’t 
be solved overnight.  But together, we’re taking an important step to ensure that it 
will be addressed.  And we urge Iowans, and Americans from all walks of life, to join 
us on this mission.  
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Lift the Floor for Working People
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Thanks to Fromo for writing.  

Take a quick look, and Davis can run by Harkin’s people.  Goal would be to roll out later this week in the
Des Moines Register.
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FYI, on the "why doesn't NYC offer paid family leave" question, Bob Linn points out the following:
 
I would also add that leave and health benefits must be collectively bargained and we have and will
engage city unions on these important issues. 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2015 12:03 PM
To: Snyder, Thomas; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe, Emma; Walzak, Phil; Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna,
Mahen; Ronalie; Carey, Michael; Leopold, Elana
Subject: Re: TPA
 
Here’s an updated version, reflecting Tom’s changes & adding Q/A on FTT.
 
Also cut the jokes in the Roosevelt speech, per MBDB
 
 
 
 
On 5/11/15, 9:39 AM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 
>John - on the Q&A piece addressing the idea that the Mayor is out of
>his "realm" on all this national stuff and neglecting NYC. I think we
>can be more forthright without being defensive by saying upfront:
>"It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal and state governments to
>raise the minimum wage. It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal
>government to pass paid family leave. It helps New Yorkers when we push
>the federal government to reward work not wealth by reforming tax
>policy." Then I think the other points you use on this question follow
>fine. He's starting to take on a lot of hits for his travel so my gut
>tells me we need a sharper affirmation of why it is in the direct
>self-interest of New Yorkers to have a Mayor pushing for state and
>national reforms. If you agree can you send back a revised Q&A. Others
>should weigh in.
> 
>-----Original Message-----
>From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com]
>Sent: Sunday, May 10, 2015 10:12 PM
>To: Snyder, Thomas; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe, Emma; Walzak, Phil;
>Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna, Mahen
>Cc: Carey, Michael; Leopold, Elana



>Subject: Re: TPA
> 
>Four attachments.
> 
>1.  Briefing memo on Roosevelt event.
>2.  Draft remarks for Roosevelt.
>3.  Draft Q&A for TPA event at 3pm at Capitol.
>4.  A backgrounder on some of the issues in TPA.  May need to be updated.
> 
>Just as FYI - if we have all the speakers planned actually speak, and
>it’s actually 93 degrees, these questions won’t be coming in a formal
>way (from the podium), but rather as a break-off situation - where some
>reporters ask some questions of MBDB, other reporters focus on other
>participants.
> 
> 
> 
>On 5/10/15, 5:05 PM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
> 
>>John - Mayor wants the following by sometime tomorrow morning:
>>1. Roosevelt Institute remarks and a brief on set up, speakers etc.
>>2. A list of Media Questions that may come up at the TPA event; if you
>>can add answers that's fine too but definitely the Questions - also by
>>tomorrow morning sometime.
>> 
>>I think Michael and Elana may have some other stuff to take up with
>>you about his travels this week.
>> 
>>Sent from my iPad
> 
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Yeah looks good 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Here’s what I suggest.
 
Emma/Dom - Albany line factually ok?
 
“The Mayor has proposed paid family leave for New York City employees and we’re
studying how best to accomplish that. However, comprehensive action would require
legislation in Albany. That’s why a national policy is the most comprehensive and
workable way to achieve this, putting every city and state on a level playing field.”
 
On background:
 
The City allows employees to use accrued leave for this. Leave and health benefits must
also be collectively bargained, so we have and will continue to work with the municipal
unions on these issues
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Ah, good call Emma.  I’m good.
 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 12:58 PM
To: "'Wolfe, Emma'" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Phillip Walzak <pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Rebecca Katz



(hilltoppublicsolutions.com)" <rkatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Subject: RE: paid family leave
 
I can work something up based on this – everyone comfortable with the frame of us
having proposed this but it requiring Albany legislation?
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 23, 2013
CONTACT: DAN LEVITAN dan@berlinrosen.com, 646-200-5315

DE BLASIO PROPOSES PAID FAMILY LEAVE FOR NEW YORK CITY

New York, NY -
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
I don’t know why we would specify Klein of all folks right now
Should just say our past positions on PFL – we did a presser on this in august 2013
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
I think that’s right.
 
If City Hall is okay with this, I’d like to say we’re still studying how to address on city
level, and we support Klein’s state paid family leave legislation - but we believe the
most comprehensive and workable way to accomplish this is through federal
legislation.
 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 12:43 PM
To: Phillip Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Rebecca Katz
(hilltoppublicsolutions.com)" <rkatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: paid family leave
 
I am but I think the issue is that we haven't done anything on this.
 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 
 
Amy pls check w CH on policy 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
 
 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
 
Hi, Amy –
 
Thought I’d drop another line to check in on something: Mayor de Blasio supports paid
family leave, but New York City employees don’t get paid family leave – or birth control,
or post-natal coverage for supplies – under the city’s health care plan, which was
grandfathered in under the ACA. Does he plan to push to give those employees the
same benefits? Is there any legislation in the works?
 
Let me know, I’m writing this up in advance of tomorrow’s announcement. And thanks
for the time.
 
Reid
 
--
Reid Wilson
The Washington Post
W (202) 334-9893
C (202) 384-3196
@PostReid
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

What’s the plan for Cali?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
NYC TV is going to DC.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Can you guys capture audio of all his public events from Tues to Thurs?
 
If you’re not able or are tied up with other tasks, who might be able to do so?
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Need more quickly though even if NYC-TV is there in DC, so audio from one of your phones would
be helpful as well.
 
NYC-TV sometimes take a few hours to send along because they need to extract the audio from the
video footage.
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Subject:
 
NYC TV is going to DC.
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Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Can you guys capture audio of all his public events from Tues to Thurs?
 
If you’re not able or are tied up with other tasks, who might be able to do so?
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
I will make sure someone captures Tues and Thurs, Fri

On May 11, 2015, at 1:42 PM, Gunaratna, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Can you guys capture audio of all his public events from Tues to Thurs?
 
If you’re not able or are tied up with other tasks, who might be able to do so?
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Thanks will do

From: <Gunaratna>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 2:03 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Ronalie <  "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, 
Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA

Few minor fact-check edits:
 
1. Re: Stiglitz, it says that they've "gotten to know each other these past few months". Can we 
change to "past few years"? Recall BdB and Stiglitz chatting during the campaign and  

in 2013.
2. For Elizabeth Warren, we say she’s been fighting for the middle class as an academic, etc. for 
“three decades”. Should we change to “nearly four decades”? She started as a professor in 1977.
3. Could we change “with 60,000 people” to “with over 60,000 people”?
 
Looks good otherwise!
 
Mahen
 
-----Original Message-----
From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2015 12:03 PM
To: Snyder, Thomas; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe, Emma; Walzak, Phil; Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna, 
Mahen; Ronalie; Carey, Michael; Leopold, Elana
Subject: Re: TPA
 
Here’s an updated version, reflecting Tom’s changes & adding Q/A on FTT.
 
Also cut the jokes in the Roosevelt speech, per MBDB
 
 
 
 
On 5/11/15, 9:39 AM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 



>John - on the Q&A piece addressing the idea that the Mayor is out of
>his "realm" on all this national stuff and neglecting NYC. I think we
>can be more forthright without being defensive by saying upfront:
>"It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal and state governments to
>raise the minimum wage. It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal
>government to pass paid family leave. It helps New Yorkers when we push
>the federal government to reward work not wealth by reforming tax
>policy." Then I think the other points you use on this question follow
>fine. He's starting to take on a lot of hits for his travel so my gut
>tells me we need a sharper affirmation of why it is in the direct
>self-interest of New Yorkers to have a Mayor pushing for state and
>national reforms. If you agree can you send back a revised Q&A. Others
>should weigh in.
> 
>-----Original Message-----
>From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com]
>Sent: Sunday, May 10, 2015 10:12 PM
>To: Snyder, Thomas; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe, Emma; Walzak, Phil;
>Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna, Mahen
>Cc: Carey, Michael; Leopold, Elana
>Subject: Re: TPA
> 
>Four attachments.
> 
>1.  Briefing memo on Roosevelt event.
>2.  Draft remarks for Roosevelt.
>3.  Draft Q&A for TPA event at 3pm at Capitol.
>4.  A backgrounder on some of the issues in TPA.  May need to be updated.
> 
>Just as FYI - if we have all the speakers planned actually speak, and
>it’s actually 93 degrees, these questions won’t be coming in a formal
>way (from the podium), but rather as a break-off situation - where some
>reporters ask some questions of MBDB, other reporters focus on other
>participants.
> 
> 
> 
>On 5/10/15, 5:05 PM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
> 
>>John - Mayor wants the following by sometime tomorrow morning:
>>1. Roosevelt Institute remarks and a brief on set up, speakers etc.
>>2. A list of Media Questions that may come up at the TPA event; if you
>>can add answers that's fine too but definitely the Questions - also by
>>tomorrow morning sometime.
>> 



>>I think Michael and Elana may have some other stuff to take up with
>>you about his travels this week.
>> 
>>Sent from my iPad
> 
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>fine. He's starting to take on a lot of hits for his travel so my gut
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>Subject: Re: TPA
> 
>Four attachments.
> 
>1.  Briefing memo on Roosevelt event.
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>way (from the podium), but rather as a break-off situation - where some
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>>you about his travels this week.
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>>Sent from my iPad
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DRAFT REMARKS 3 
Roosevelt Institute event 

Tuesday, May 12th 
10:35 AM – 10:50 AM (15 minutes) 

 
Thank you to Felicia Wong for that very kind introduction, and for your 
tremendous leadership as CEO and President of the Roosevelt Institute.  

 
I also want to thank Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, not only for producing this incredibly 
important, through-provoking analysis for rewriting the rules of our modern 
economy, but also for his advice and support as we have gotten to know each 
other these past few years.  I know of no one who has thought more deeply 
and advocated more passionately for big, bold, sweeping changes to rebuild 
the American middle class and restore the principles that will make our 
country a place of opportunity for everyone.  

 
I also want to thank Senator Elizabeth Warren for her tireless advocacy on 
behalf of middle-class people – not just in her time as Senator, but for nearly 
four DECADES – as an academic, as a regulator, as a policy expert and 
advisor.  Like many of you, I’m inspired by her brilliance, her passion, and her 
lifelong dedication to challenging the most powerful interests on behalf of 
those whose voices too often go unheard.  I was honored to co-author an op-
ed with Senator Warren last week, and I’m humbled to be with her in person 
here today. 

 
I also want to applaud the Roosevelt Institute for the invaluable contribution 
that they make to the public discourse, particularly on the matter that’s been 
discussed today – thinking big and bold about what it takes to fundamentally 
change the way our economy works…to ensure that we are creating a more 
just society…a place where EVERYONE gets a shot at a better life. 

 
I’m so proud to serve 8.4 million people as mayor of the greatest city on 
Earth. 

 
I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed then – and 
still believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that is income inequality. 

 
I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had become, 
particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re home to Wall Street, 
which has come roaring back – breaking record after record.  At the same 
time, 46 percent of our population was living at or near the poverty line.  

 
I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality posed a 
threat to those who were struggling…not simply because those in the middle 
class felt more and more anxious about staying IN the middle class…but 



because living in a Gilded City was a threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to 
what made New York so great for so many generations prior. 

 
So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real successes 
– universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who wants it.  We more that 
DOUBLED the number of young people with access to after-school programs. 

 
We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  We 
extended the living wage to thousands more.  We’ve had over 100,000 New 
Yorkers apply for a municipal ID.  We’re fighting to increase the minimum 
wage.   

 
And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal affordable 
housing plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to building or preserving 
200,000 units of affordable housing, and requiring – for the first time ever – 
that developers include affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in 
New York. 

 
We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality every way we 
know how – with every tool at our disposal. 

 
I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help 
rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  What 
happens in Washington – or doesn’t happen – makes an enormous difference 
to my 8.4 million constituents back home. 

 
When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon many policies 
first developed in states and cities across America.  Governors, Mayors, city 
and state legislatures – we all have the opportunity to incubate ideas at the 
local level, and create momentum for real, progressive national change. 

 
Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum -- have 
converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to enact bold structural 
changes to rebuild our middle class -- like many of the steps that Dr. Stiglitz is 
proposing today. 

 
In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just wealth.   

 
That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the minimum wage, 
strengthening the rights of workers to organize, and cracking down on wage 
theft. 

 
It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid sick and 
paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school programs and child care; 



and helping students graduate from college without a mountain of debt 
hanging over their heads. 

 
And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system more fair – 
closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the wealthy use to take their 
massive profits and wealth…and simply pile up greater profits and wealth for 
themselves. 

 
Just one example – the carried interest loophole, which you’ve all heard 
about – a loophole that allows billionaire hedge fund managers to pay a 
lower overall tax rate than the hardworking men and women who clean their 
summer homes, or pilot their private jets. 

 
Now you’ve heard why this sort of thing is possible.  It’s because the system 
is rigged to benefit those at the top – and to leave everybody else behind. 

 
We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to create more 
success stories. 

 
We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re willing to 
work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.” 

 
For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It was the 
definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that promise…that 
dream…has steadily slipped away. 

 
And that’s why we have to stand together.  Progressive economists, 
academics, elected officials, and everyday Americans in all fifty states. 

 
And you know what?  The American people are already there.  Just look at 
the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, with more than 60,000 
people taking to the streets to fight for a minimum wage.   

 
It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR voices…and to follow 
THEIR lead. 

 
It was Franklin Roosevelt himself who said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to 
help each other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an 
alien power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a 
President and Senators and Congressmen and government officials but the 
voters of this country.  END QUOTE. 

 
So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of economic 
inequality is massive.  But it is well within our power to take it head on, and a 
make a real difference. 



 
And we won’t do it from the top-down.  We’ll do it as a progressive 
force…city by city, neighborhood by neighborhood…listening to the people 
who sent us to make the change for which they hunger. 

 
And we’ll do it…together. 

 
Thank you.  

 
### 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Fyi

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Wall Street warns Hillary Clinton: Don’t be like Ed
Miliband





--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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Miliband is becoming the comparison du jour--- first Newt , now WSJ
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

Wall Street warns Hillary Clinton: Don’t be like Ed
Miliband





--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
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-----Original Message-----
From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2015 12:03 PM
To: Snyder, Thomas; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe, Emma; Walzak, Phil; Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna,
Mahen; Ronalie; Carey, Michael; Leopold, Elana
Subject: Re: TPA
 
Here’s an updated version, reflecting Tom’s changes & adding Q/A on FTT.
 
Also cut the jokes in the Roosevelt speech, per MBDB
 
 
 
 
On 5/11/15, 9:39 AM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 
>John - on the Q&A piece addressing the idea that the Mayor is out of
>his "realm" on all this national stuff and neglecting NYC. I think we
>can be more forthright without being defensive by saying upfront:
>"It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal and state governments to
>raise the minimum wage. It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal
>government to pass paid family leave. It helps New Yorkers when we push
>the federal government to reward work not wealth by reforming tax
>policy." Then I think the other points you use on this question follow
>fine. He's starting to take on a lot of hits for his travel so my gut
>tells me we need a sharper affirmation of why it is in the direct
>self-interest of New Yorkers to have a Mayor pushing for state and
>national reforms. If you agree can you send back a revised Q&A. Others
>should weigh in.
> 
>-----Original Message-----
>From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com]
>Sent: Sunday, May 10, 2015 10:12 PM
>To: Snyder, Thomas; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe, Emma; Walzak, Phil;
>Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna, Mahen
>Cc: Carey, Michael; Leopold, Elana
>Subject: Re: TPA
> 
>Four attachments.
> 
>1.  Briefing memo on Roosevelt event.
>2.  Draft remarks for Roosevelt.
>3.  Draft Q&A for TPA event at 3pm at Capitol.
>4.  A backgrounder on some of the issues in TPA.  May need to be updated.
> 



>Just as FYI - if we have all the speakers planned actually speak, and
>it’s actually 93 degrees, these questions won’t be coming in a formal
>way (from the podium), but rather as a break-off situation - where some
>reporters ask some questions of MBDB, other reporters focus on other
>participants.
> 
> 
> 
>On 5/10/15, 5:05 PM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
> 
>>John - Mayor wants the following by sometime tomorrow morning:
>>1. Roosevelt Institute remarks and a brief on set up, speakers etc.
>>2. A list of Media Questions that may come up at the TPA event; if you
>>can add answers that's fine too but definitely the Questions - also by
>>tomorrow morning sometime.
>> 
>>I think Michael and Elana may have some other stuff to take up with
>>you about his travels this week.
>> 
>>Sent from my iPad
> 
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DRAFT REMARKS 4 
Roosevelt Institute event 

Tuesday, May 12th 
10:35 AM – 10:50 AM (15 minutes) 

 
Thank you to Felicia Wong for that very kind introduction, and for your 
tremendous leadership as CEO and President of the Roosevelt Institute.  

 
I also want to thank Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, not only for producing this incredibly 
important, through-provoking analysis for rewriting the rules of our modern 
economy, but also for his advice and support as we have gotten to know each 
other these past few years.  I know of no one who has thought more deeply 
and advocated more passionately for big, bold, sweeping changes to rebuild 
the American middle class and restore the principles that will make our 
country a place of opportunity for everyone.  

 
I also want to thank Senator Elizabeth Warren for her tireless advocacy on 
behalf of middle-class people – not just in her time as Senator, but for nearly 
four DECADES – as an academic, as a regulator, as a policy expert and 
advisor.  Like many of you, I’m inspired by her brilliance, her passion, and her 
lifelong dedication to challenging the most powerful interests on behalf of 
those whose voices too often go unheard.  I was honored to co-author an op-
ed with Senator Warren last week, and I’m humbled to be with her in person 
here today. 

 
I also want to applaud the Roosevelt Institute for the invaluable contribution 
that they make to the public discourse, particularly on the matter that’s been 
discussed today – thinking big and bold about what it takes to fundamentally 
change the way our economy works…to ensure that we are creating a more 
just society…a place where EVERYONE gets a shot at a better life. 

 
I’m so proud to serve 8.4 million people as mayor of the greatest city on 
Earth. 

 
I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed then – and 
still believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that is income inequality. 

 
I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had become, 
particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re home to Wall Street, 
which has come roaring back – breaking record after record.  At the same 
time, 46 percent of our population was living at or near the poverty line.  

 
I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality posed a 
threat to those who were struggling…not simply because those in the middle 
class felt more and more anxious about staying IN the middle class…but 



because living in a Gilded City was a threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to 
what made New York so great for so many generations prior. 

 
So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real successes 
– universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who wants it.  We more 
than DOUBLED the number of young people with access to after-school 
programs. 

 
We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  We 
extended the living wage to thousands more.  We’ve had over 100,000 New 
Yorkers apply for a municipal ID.  We’re fighting to increase the minimum 
wage.   

 
And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal affordable 
housing plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to building or preserving 
200,000 units of affordable housing, and requiring – for the first time ever – 
that developers include affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in 
New York. 

 
We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality every way we 
know how – with every tool at our disposal. 

 
I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help 
rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  What 
happens in Washington – or doesn’t happen – makes an enormous difference 
to my 8.4 million constituents back home. 

 
When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon many policies 
first developed in states and cities across America.  Governors, Mayors, city 
and state legislatures – we all have the opportunity to incubate ideas at the 
local level, and create momentum for real, progressive national change. 

 
Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum -- have 
converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to enact bold structural 
changes to rebuild our middle class -- like many of the steps that Dr. Stiglitz is 
proposing today. 

 
In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just wealth.   

 
That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the minimum wage, 
strengthening the rights of workers to organize, and cracking down on wage 
theft. 

 
It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid sick and 
paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school programs and child care; 



and helping students graduate from college without a mountain of debt 
hanging over their heads. 

 
And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system more fair – 
closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the wealthy use to take their 
massive profits and wealth…and simply pile up greater profits and wealth for 
themselves. 

 
Just one example – the carried interest loophole, which you’ve all heard 
about – a loophole that allows billionaire hedge fund managers to pay a 
lower overall tax rate than the hardworking men and women who clean their 
summer homes, or pilot their private jets. 

 
Now you’ve heard why this sort of thing is possible.  It’s because the system 
is rigged to benefit those at the top – and to leave everybody else behind. 

 
We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to create more 
success stories. 

 
We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re willing to 
work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.” 

 
For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It was the 
definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that promise…that 
dream…has steadily slipped away. 

 
And that’s why we have to stand together.  Progressive economists, 
academics, elected officials, and everyday Americans in all fifty states. 

 
And you know what?  The American people are already there.  Just look at 
the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, with more than 60,000 
people taking to the streets to fight for a minimum wage.   

 
It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR voices…and to follow 
THEIR lead. 

 
It was Franklin Roosevelt himself who said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to 
help each other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an 
alien power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a 
President and Senators and Congressmen and government officials but the 
voters of this country.  END QUOTE. 

 
So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of economic 
inequality is massive.  But it is well within our power to take it head on, and a 
make a real difference. 



 
And we won’t do it from the top-down.  We’ll do it as a progressive 
force…city by city, neighborhood by neighborhood…listening to the people 
who sent us to make the change for which they hunger. 

 
And we’ll do it…together. 

 
Thank you.  

 
### 
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3. Could we change “with 60,000 people” to “with over 60,000 people”?
 
Looks good otherwise!
 
Mahen
 
-----Original Message-----
From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2015 12:03 PM
To: Snyder, Thomas; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe, Emma; Walzak, Phil; Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna, 
Mahen; Ronalie; Carey, Michael; Leopold, Elana
Subject: Re: TPA
 
Here’s an updated version, reflecting Tom’s changes & adding Q/A on FTT.
 
Also cut the jokes in the Roosevelt speech, per MBDB
 
 
 
 
On 5/11/15, 9:39 AM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 
>John - on the Q&A piece addressing the idea that the Mayor is out of
>his "realm" on all this national stuff and neglecting NYC. I think we
>can be more forthright without being defensive by saying upfront:
>"It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal and state governments to
>raise the minimum wage. It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal
>government to pass paid family leave. It helps New Yorkers when we push
>the federal government to reward work not wealth by reforming tax
>policy." Then I think the other points you use on this question follow
>fine. He's starting to take on a lot of hits for his travel so my gut
>tells me we need a sharper affirmation of why it is in the direct
>self-interest of New Yorkers to have a Mayor pushing for state and
>national reforms. If you agree can you send back a revised Q&A. Others
>should weigh in.
> 
>-----Original Message-----
>From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com]
>Sent: Sunday, May 10, 2015 10:12 PM
>To: Snyder, Thomas; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe, Emma; Walzak, Phil;
>Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna, Mahen
>Cc: Carey, Michael; Leopold, Elana
>Subject: Re: TPA
> 



>Four attachments.
> 
>1.  Briefing memo on Roosevelt event.
>2.  Draft remarks for Roosevelt.
>3.  Draft Q&A for TPA event at 3pm at Capitol.
>4.  A backgrounder on some of the issues in TPA.  May need to be updated.
> 
>Just as FYI - if we have all the speakers planned actually speak, and
>it’s actually 93 degrees, these questions won’t be coming in a formal
>way (from the podium), but rather as a break-off situation - where some
>reporters ask some questions of MBDB, other reporters focus on other
>participants.
> 
> 
> 
>On 5/10/15, 5:05 PM, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
> 
>>John - Mayor wants the following by sometime tomorrow morning:
>>1. Roosevelt Institute remarks and a brief on set up, speakers etc.
>>2. A list of Media Questions that may come up at the TPA event; if you
>>can add answers that's fine too but definitely the Questions - also by
>>tomorrow morning sometime.
>> 
>>I think Michael and Elana may have some other stuff to take up with
>>you about his travels this week.
>> 
>>Sent from my iPad
> 
 



DRAFT REMARKS 5 
Roosevelt Institute event 

Tuesday, May 12th 
10:35 AM – 10:50 AM (15 minutes) 

 
Thank you to Felicia Wong for that very kind introduction, and for your 
tremendous leadership as CEO and President of the Roosevelt Institute.  

 
I also want to thank Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, not only for producing this incredibly 
important, through-provoking analysis for rewriting the rules of our modern 
economy, but also for his advice and support as we have gotten to know each 
other these past few years.  I know of no one who has thought more deeply 
and advocated more passionately for big, bold, sweeping changes to rebuild 
the American middle class and restore the principles that will make our 
country a place of opportunity for everyone.  

 
I also want to thank Senator Elizabeth Warren for her tireless advocacy on 
behalf of middle-class people – not just in her time as Senator, but for nearly 
four DECADES – as an academic, as a regulator, as a policy expert and 
advisor.  Like many of you, I’m inspired by her brilliance, her passion, and her 
lifelong dedication to challenging the most powerful interests on behalf of 
those whose voices too often go unheard.  I was honored to co-author an op-
ed with Senator Warren last week, and I’m humbled to be with her in person 
here today. 

 
I also want to applaud the Roosevelt Institute for the invaluable contribution 
that they make to the public discourse, particularly on the matter that’s been 
discussed today – thinking big and bold about what it takes to fundamentally 
change the way our economy works…to ensure that we are creating a more 
just society…a place where EVERYONE gets a shot at a better life. 

 
I’m so proud to serve 8.4 million people as mayor of the greatest city on 
Earth. 

 
I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed then – and 
still believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that is income inequality. 

 
I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had become, 
particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re home to Wall Street, 
which has come roaring back – breaking record after record.  At the same 
time, 46 percent of our population was living at or near the poverty line.  

 
I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality posed a 
threat to those who were struggling…not simply because those in the middle 
class felt more and more anxious about staying IN the middle class…but 



because living in a Gilded City was a threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to 
what made New York so great for so many generations prior. 

 
So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real successes 
– universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who wants it.  We more 
than DOUBLED the number of young people with access to after-school 
programs. 

 
We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  We 
extended the living wage to thousands more.  More than 190,000 New 
Yorkers now have a municipal ID – that number is rapidly growing. We’re 
fighting to increase the minimum wage.   

 
And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal affordable 
housing plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to building or preserving 
200,000 units of affordable housing, and requiring – for the first time ever – 
that developers include affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in 
New York. 

 
We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality every way we 
know how – with every tool at our disposal. 

 
I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help 
rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  What 
happens in Washington – or doesn’t happen – makes an enormous difference 
to my 8.4 million constituents back home. 

 
When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon many policies 
first developed in states and cities across America.  Governors, Mayors, city 
and state legislatures – we all have the opportunity to incubate ideas at the 
local level, and create momentum for real, progressive national change. 

 
Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum -- have 
converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to enact bold structural 
changes to rebuild our middle class -- like many of the steps that Dr. Stiglitz is 
proposing today. 

 
In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just wealth.   

 
That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the minimum wage, 
strengthening the rights of workers to organize, and cracking down on wage 
theft. 

 
It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid sick and 
paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school programs and child care; 



and helping students graduate from college without a mountain of debt 
hanging over their heads. 

 
And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system more fair – 
closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the wealthy use to take their 
massive profits and wealth…and simply pile up greater profits and wealth for 
themselves. 

 
Just one example – the carried interest loophole, which you’ve all heard 
about – a loophole that allows billionaire hedge fund managers to pay a 
lower overall tax rate than the hardworking men and women who clean their 
summer homes, or pilot their private jets. 

 
Now you’ve heard why this sort of thing is possible.  It’s because the system 
is rigged to benefit those at the top – and to leave everybody else behind. 

 
We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to create more 
success stories. 

 
We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re willing to 
work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.” 

 
For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It was the 
definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that promise…that 
dream…has steadily slipped away. 

 
And that’s why we have to stand together.  Progressive economists, 
academics, elected officials, and everyday Americans in all fifty states. 

 
And you know what?  The American people are already there.  Just look at 
the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, with more than 60,000 
people taking to the streets to fight for a minimum wage.   

 
It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR voices…and to follow 
THEIR lead. 

 
It was Franklin Roosevelt himself who said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to 
help each other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an 
alien power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a 
President and Senators and Congressmen and government officials but the 
voters of this country.  END QUOTE. 

 
So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of economic 
inequality is massive.  But it is well within our power to take it head on, and a 
make a real difference. 



 
And we won’t do it from the top-down.  We’ll do it as a progressive 
force…city by city, neighborhood by neighborhood…listening to the people 
who sent us to make the change for which they hunger. 

 
And we’ll do it…together. 

 
Thank you.  

 
### 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 2:52 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: thanks for update

 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject
 
Should be good here… Fingers crossed

From: <Moe>, Kari <Kari.Moe@mail.house.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 12:04 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: thanks for update

John:  Thanks very much for your note and for working with us on tomorrow’s event.  Very pleased 
that debt free college and SSexpansion will be included in the Mayor’s remarks.   We are excited 
about the potential of the progressive coalition that you have organized for the launch.  Look 
forward to working with you as we move forward.
 
Kari Moe
Chief of Staff
Congressman Keith Ellison
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Kari.  Spoke to MBDB - and he wanted me to be sure to let you know that he’ll be speaking to 
expanding Social Security and debt-free college in his opening remarks for tomorrow… Thanks for 



everything - we’re really excited to have Cong. Ellison there!!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Saw that she’ll be at the Roosevelt Institute event tomorrow. Just making sure that you and MBdB
know that she’s one of HRC’s advisors.
 
He asked for a compilation of all of HRC’s policy advisors a while back (think before the Iowa trip)
and I put together a quick briefing with their photos/backgrounds. She was included.
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:
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### 



TPA Questions and Answers 
 
Q: Why are you doing this? 
A: Progressives see the national conversation moving more and more to income 

inequality – something that was only happening in small circles a year ago.  
Now is the time to not only recognize the problem, but commit to real 
solutions for combatting it. 

 
Q:   Is Elizabeth Warren signed on to TPA? 
A:   She won’t be attending the event at the Capitol Building, but we’ve been 

working together to shine a light on many of these issues – as we did with 
our op-ed recently.  In fact, we’ll be appearing together that morning at an 
event hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, where Joe Stiglitz will be unveiling a 
comprehensive approach to rewriting the rules of the economy to rebuild the 
middle class.   

 
Q:   Officials who were at the Gracie event, including Sen. Brown and Gov. 

Strickland said they will not sign on to the agenda or be at the May 12 event, 
although they sympathize with the Mayor's goals. Do you have any concerns 
that attendees of the April 2 Gracie Mansion meeting not signing on?  

A:  Some folks have a policy against signing pledges, and that’s fine.  Both 
Senator Brown and Governor Strickland have been strong champions in this effort 
to combat income inequality, particularly on proposals to lift the floor for working 
people. 
 
Q: Is this a rebuke of Hillary? 
A: No, this isn’t about an individual.  We’re here to send a message to ALL 
elected officials and candidates for every office, up and down the ballot, in both 
parties: to tackle income inequality, we must implement bold progressive policies. 
 
Q: What does Hillary have to do for you to back her? 
A: I think what progressives want to see from her – and from elected officials 
and candidates at every level – is a vision…an economic framework…that really 
tackles income inequality. 
 
Q: Some people here have already backed Hillary.  You, notably, have not.   
A: We are here to say that anyone hoping to lead the American people – up and 
down the ballot – must have a plan to combat income inequality that’s based on 
progressive principles. 
 
Q: What are your next steps? 
A: There are a host of ways of engaging progressive leaders, and the progressive 
Americans they speak to, or speak for.  The leadership of organized labor will be 
speaking to their members and building support for the cause.  The heads of 
progressive organizations will be channeling the support of everyday Americans 
who are eager to spread the word within their communities.  Elected officials will go 



back to their states and districts and cities to build support among their 
constituents.  And we will ALL be fanning out and speaking out, driving people from 
across the country to our website – asking them to sign on, to offer comments and 
suggestions, and to hold elected officials and candidates accountable for results. 
 
Q: What happens if a candidate or elected official doesn’t endorse The 
Progressive Agenda?  Will you all campaign against them? 
A: We’re asking them to commit to these principles because they are three 
things: 1) real solutions to income inequality; 2) feasible ideas; 3) resonant with 
millions of Americans who are desperate for leadership on these economic matters.  
We’re looking to elevate these issues into the national dialogue in a positive, pro-
active way. 
 
Q: Grover Norquist makes conservative candidates and elected officials sign a 
no-tax pledge – and he strongly backs those who do, while punishing those who do 
not.  Is that what you’re trying to replicate? 
A: It’s not about the backing or non-backing from folks up here.  It’s about the 
people we represent – progressives across the country.  And to motivate those 
Americans – to get them on their feet, activated, and encouraged to support a 
candidate or elected official – they need to know that the candidate or elected 
official is with them on these core issues. 
 
Q: Even if you continue to have a Democratic White House, you’ll likely have a 
Republican Congress.  How can any of this get done? 
A: This isn’t just about the White House and Congress.  BUT, I will say this.  
There are those who see divided government & believe that nothing but the most 
watered-down measures can get support.  I don’t believe that.  If you push hard 
enough, organize aggressively enough, and make it front-and-center in the national 
conversation, politicians who might ordinarily be afraid to be bold will suddenly see 
that it’s not just “okay” to have a backbone.  It’s an existential requirement. 
 
Q:  The NYS GOP Chair said YOU would beat HRC in a primary. 
A: As much as I enjoy getting political advice from the GOP Chair – let me be 
clear: I’m not running for president.  That’s my Sherman-esque answer.  We just 
want these policies to be implemented. 
 
Q: Should Elizabeth Warren run? 
A: I think she has already made her intentions clear, and I’ll make my message 
clear: this isn’t about personalities; it’s about policies. 
 
Q: Could you see yourself supporting Martin O’Malley?  He agrees with you on a 
lot of this stuff. 
A: Policies.  Not Personalities. 
 
Q: Some of the things you’ve mentioned, like the TPP, are being supported by 
President Obama.  Are you prepared to go to war with the White House on Fast 



Track? 
A: It’s not about war with the White House, or the GOP Congress.  It’s about 
standing up for what’s right – no matter where the chips fall.  I believe that Fast 
Track is a bad deal for American workers. 
 
Q: Why isn’t Sen. Warren here? 
A: I’ve been working with Senator Warren on these issues.  We just published a 
joint op-ed that touched on many of these topics, and several others, as well.  I was 
with her at the Roosevelt Institute event with Joe Stiglitz this morning.  The group 
assembled here is clearly not an exhaustive list of those who support our agenda.  
But the folks here represent a diverse group of progressive groups and constituents 
who are hungry for economic policy aimed at combatting income inequality. 
 
Q: Aren’t you concerned that candidates or elected officials will look at all the 
taxes you’re proposing here & say “Geez, I don’t want an attack ad run by the Koch 
Brothers saying I support trillions in higher taxes.” 
A: Here’s the hard truth.  If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need two 
things: 1) more investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working 
people; and 2) more revenue from those at the very top – millionaires, billionaires, 
and wealthy corporations.  There’s no secret pot of money.  And if you’re going to be 
serious about investing in programs that help the 99 Percent, then the One Percent 
has to be willing to help foot the bill.  The Koch Brothers have a different point of 
view – give more tax breaks to big oil companies and fellow billionaires, at the 
expense of everybody else.  I welcome that debate. 
 
Q: How does this help the people of New York City?  Are you getting outside the 
realm of your Day Job? 
A: It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal and state governments to 
raise the minimum wage. It helps New Yorkers when we push the federal 
government to pass paid family leave. It helps New Yorkers when we push the 
federal government to reward work not wealth by reforming tax policy.  
 

And the fact is, we are doing many of these things at the city level.  We’re 
trying to do some at the state level.  Others only make sense at the federal level.   

 
We shouldn’t silo government into city or state or federal.  People don’t look 

at their government like that.  They know that the people they put into public office 
have to work together, at all levels of government, to achieve real change.  And 
there’s so much more that we can do to lift the lives of working people here in NYC if 
we have support from the federal government, and from people of good conscience 
from across the country. 
 
Q: You specifically mention closing the carried interest loophole.  That would be 
a big hit to a lot of the private equity, hedge fund, and real estate folks in New York 
City.  Are you declaring war on them – and do you worry that doing so could derail 
your efforts on education or affordable housing here at home? 



A: No one is declaring war.  We are shining a bright light on the defining issue of 
our times – the fact that since the Recession ended, the One Percent has seen their 
real income grow by 35%.  The 99 Percent have seen theirs grow 0.8%.  Put another 
way, the One Percent captured 91% of the real income gains since 2009. 
 
Now, there’s no legitimate reason that a hedge fund manager should pay a lower 
effective tax rate than the woman who cleans his beach house or the guy who pilots 
his private plane.  That makes zero sense. 
 
Rewarding work, and not just wealth, isn’t just morally right.  It’s smart economics.  
Consumers need money in their pockets to spend on necessities.  In turn, that 
money goes into the economy and lifts it for everyone.  
 
Q: When you say that the income gap has favored the One Percent over the 99 
Percent since 2009 – isn’t that a direct indictment of President Obama?  Should he 
have done more to help the non-rich? 
A: President Obama has made great efforts to close the income gap.  Some have 
called ObamaCare one of the greatest social programs aimed at reducing income 
inequality since the New Deal.  I agree.  There was the stimulus, which greatly 
expanded the EITC.  And there was his success in raising the top marginal tax rate to 
where it was when Bill Clinton left office.  What the income inequality statistics tell 
us is this: we need to be even more aggressive lifting the floor for working people, 
and that has to include a greater contribution by those at the very top. 
 
Q: Some of the folks who were at the original Gracie Confab have criticized you 
for not including mass incarceration as part of TPA.  Why do you not think that’s 
important enough to be part of TPA? 
A: Mass incarceration is a huge problem – and one that we’ve set out to address 
in New York City.  We’ve ended the overuse of stop-and-frisk – from around 
700,000 a few years before I took office, to less than 50,000 last year.  Since we 
implemented our new marijuana policy, arrests are down 65 percent.  We’ve 
launched a plan to shrink the population at New York City jails by 25 percent in 10 
years. 
 
And this is an important issue across the country – one that progressives will be 
addressing in the national context in the months to come.  This is just the start – not 
the final chapter – in how we hope to elevate solutions to core issues of economic 
and social justice. 
 
Q: What about expanding Social Security?  Or debt-free college?  There are 
reports that many of the original “signers” to your agenda have dropped out – 
reportedly furious that you refused to include those issues. 
A: Everyone has to make their own decision about whether to support or not 
support The Progressive Agenda that we’ve unveiled today.  But I’ve made my 
support for the issues you’ve mentioned clear.  In fact, I wrote an op-ed with 
Elizabeth Warren that mentioned them specifically! 



 This is the result of a long and collaborative process.  Just because something 
doesn’t appear as a plank on this agenda doesn’t mean it’s not important.  It doesn’t 
mean it won’t be part of our efforts in the months to come.  Again, this is the floor –
not the ceiling.  Stay tuned for more to come! 
 
Q: Have you thought about what all of this stuff costs?  How are you going to pay 
for all of this?  Things like child care and paid family leave are really expensive. 
A: This isn’t meant to be a budget blueprint.  This is a document designed to 
highlight some real, bold, progressive policies that can help combat income 
inequality.  It’s an organizing tool, and a way to elevate the discussion on some 
really important issues. 
 
Q: If these things are so important to you, why have you done them in New 
York?  The city doesn’t offer paid family leave, for example. 
A: In New York City, we’ve tackled a number of issues on this list – but no, we 
haven’t tackled them all.  Many of these issues are best dealt with at the national 
level – some because of the price tag, and some for reasons of competition between 
states and cities.  National policy puts everyone on a level playing field. 
 
Q: With so many wealthy New Yorkers, are you concerned that this agenda will 
soak your constituents, while giving Congress the power to use the money 
generated for programs in other states? 
A: We do have some very wealthy residents in New York.  And they need to pay 
their fair share in taxes.  We also have a massive number of residents who are 
struggling, and who could benefit from a host of initiatives presented here.  And we 
believe that we can make an effective case that when New York City is contributing 
more in federal taxes, then we deserve more help in rebuilding our bruised and 
battered middle class, and more help in lifting up those in poverty.   
 
Q: I notice that the Financial Transactions Tax isn’t on this list.  Why is that?  
Too much pressure from Wall Street? 
A: You can’t have everything in one document.  This is the beginning, not the 
end.  This is one of those issues that, on its face, could be a valuable addition.  But I 
would need to dive more deeply into the details of that policy, and discuss it with 
the coalition we’re building before commenting further. 
 
Q: In 2009, you opposed taxing Wall Street bonuses.  Doesn’t that make these 
current tax hike proposals ring kind of hollow? 
A: That was a totally different matter.  The bonus issue was a symbolic effort, 
not something meant to truly close the income gap.  Closing the carried interest 
loophole would get right to the heart of a current tax provision that lets billionaires 
on Wall Street pay a lower tax rate than average working people.  And the Buffett 
Rule would generate a half-trillion dollars over 10 years, by having millionaires and 
billionaires pay their fair share.  That’s real money that we can use to invest in child 
care, Pre-K, and expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit.  



Reforming Labor Law 
 
Background: When workers try to organize unions they are often 
harassed, intimidated or fired, taking away their bargaining power and 
harming their access to adequate wages and quality healthcare. 
Workers in unions earn 30 percent higher wages and are 63 percent 
more likely to have employer-provided heath insurance. 
 
Possible Solution: The Employee Free Choice Act:  A Congressional 
bill that would make it easier for workers to join unions, make it easier 
for newly unionized workers to reach contracts with their employers, 
and strengthen penalties for those that violate labor law to seek to 
prevent workers from using their right to organize.  The legislation 
removes the power of employers to demand an additional and separate 
ballot if a majority of employee signatures were collected.  It also assigns 
the organizing union as the official collective bargaining representative if 
a majority of employee signatures are collected.  The legislation also 
requires employers and their unions to enter binding arbitration to 
produce a collective agreement if one cannot be met 90 days after the 
unionization of employees, and after 30 days of mediation time (120 days 
total). The arbitration agreement would be binding for a period of two 
years. Lastly, the legislation increases penalties on employers who 
discriminate against workers for union involvement. 
 
 
Immigration Reform and Wage Theft 
 
Immigrant workers are even more vulnerable because they can 
be threatened with deportation. In 2002, the Supreme Court ruled that 
undocumented workers cannot seek basic labor protections because 
they are not legally allowed to work. Therefore, employers can subject 
undocumented immigrants to abuse and dangerous working conditions 
for little pay, without worrying about legal action. 
 
http://thinkprogress.org/immigration/2013/07/10/2276121/dc-
undocumented-immigrant-wage-theft/ 
 
 
 



Student Loan Refinancing 
 
Background: Some with outstanding loans pay interest rates of 7% or 
higher for undergraduate loans, while students taking out new 
undergraduate loans pay 3.86% under the Bipartisan Student Loan 
Certainly Act passed by Congress in summer 2013. Outstanding student 
loans now total more than $1.2 trillion, surpassing total credit card 
debt.  One in seven borrowers defaults on federal student loans within 
three years of beginning repayment. 
 
Possible Solutions: S. 2432 – Bank on Students Emergency Loan 
Refinancing Act:  Would allow more than 25 million people with 
outstanding student loan debt to refinance their federal student loans or 
private loans at the lower interest rates currently offered to new 
borrowers, while maintaining full borrower protections of federal 
student loans (rather than forcing borrowers refinance with private 
banks). The loss of federal revenue from the lower loan interest income 
would require additional DOE direct spending (via its Direct Loan 
Program), according to the CBO, but would be offset in full by the “Buffet 
Rule” – a minimum 30% income tax payment from people who earn 
between $1 and $2 million. 
  
 
Paid Family Leave 
 
The United States is the only advanced economy without a national 
paid-leave law. Only three states -- California, New Jersey and Rhode 
Island -- offer this critical support for working men and women. Even 
Human Rights Watch has noticed, citing America for failing its families 
in a scathing report a few years back. In the latest edition of Expecting 
Better, a report card issued annually by the National Partnership for 
Women and Families, not a single state merited an "A." California took 
home an A-minus, New Jersey, a B-plus, and New York, a lackluster B-
minus. 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-ochshorn/new-yorks-real-
wealth-pro b 6950998.html 
 
 



Tax Breaks for Shipping Jobs 
Overseas/Deferral/Inversion/Repatriation 
 
SMALLER ONE (NOT AFFECTED BY REPATRIATION): 
“Firms can generally deduct business expenses,” said Kimberly Clausing, 
the Thormund A. Miller and Walter Mintz Professor of Economics at 
Reed College. “Thus, of course, if firms incurred expenses in moving 
abroad, they would be able to deduct those expenses.” 
 
 
BIGGER ONE (AFFECTED BY REPATRIATION): 
We’ve also written before on several occasions that the tax code has 
long allowed U.S. corporations doing business abroad to defer paying 
taxes on any of their “unrepatriated income.” That is to say that the 
revenue earned by the company’s foreign subsidiary remains untaxed 
by the IRS until that money is brought back to the parent company in 
the U.S. 
Sometimes politicians also refer to this as a “tax break for shipping jobs 
overseas.” And Clausing told us that this part of tax law could motivate 
companies to move business abroad. 
“This can provide a huge incentive for locating jobs and income abroad, 
since many tax haven countries have tax rates that are very low, even 
approaching zero, and thus the money can grow abroad ‘tax free’ until it 
is repatriated,” she said. 
 
http://www.factcheck.org/2012/10/talking-tax-breaks-for-
offshoring/ 



BRIEFING MEMO 
 
WHAT: Roosevelt Institute event with Sen. Warren, Prof. Stiglitz 
WHEN: Tuesday, May 12th – from 830am to 11am (MBDB at 1035AM) 
 
 
STIGLITZ MESSAGE: 
 

Dominant economic frameworks over the past 35 years – like "trickle-down" 
economics, and the idea that markets work perfectly on their own – paved 
the way for an onslaught of policies that decimated America's middle class. 
This paper presents an evidence-backed alternative framework: 

 
Markets are shaped by laws, regulations and institutions. Rules matter. 

 
The rules determine how fast the economy grows, and who shares in the 
benefits of that prosperity. 

 
Concentrated wealth can hurt economic performance. Under the right rules, 
shared prosperity and strong economic performance reinforce each other. 
There is no trade-off. 

 
A tentative, piecemeal policy response to help the neediest will not suffice. 
We must rewrite the rules of the economy with a focus on restoring a balance 
of power between the competing interests that make up the modern 
economy. 

 
 
RUN OF SHOW: 
 
NOTE: No holding room.  Reserved seats in the front row for Senator Warren and 
MBDB. 
 

8:30 AM 

Breakfast Starts - 
National Press Club 
- 529 14th Street, 
NW; 13th Floor 
 

9:00 

Program begins. RI 
CEO Felicia Wong 
remarks & 
introduces Joseph 
Stiglitz 

9:03-9:15 Stiglitz Remarks 



9:15 Wong Intros Rana F. 
9:17-10:15 Panel 

10:15 
Wong introduces 
Senator Warren 

10:17-10:33 
Senator Warren 
Speaks 

10:33 
Wong Introduces 
Mayor de Blasio 

10:35-10:50 
Mayor de Blasio 
speaks 

10:50 Wong Closes 
 

### 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

http://www.msnbc.com/the-briefing/watch/pres.-obama-to-speak-at-poverty-summit-
443256387724
 
FYI, this will take place tomorrow at 11:00 a.m., so after Roosevelt Institute but before TPA.
 
JDC/AH, I will make sure you both have the President’s remarks so you can brief MBdB according
before his afternoon event.
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Roger

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 4:52 PM
To: Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Hayley Prim <  "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Mayor's for TPA - Elorza

Mayor Elorza is holding off on signing the Progressive Agenda. Two flags: the trade piece and 
national labor relations act. Tony Simon, his COS is happy to talk further about either of those and 
the Mayor may sign on after Tuesday.
 
John-you’re connected with Tony already.
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Update: Mayor Hodges would like to be at the presser at 3 pm and support the agenda, but needs 
clarification on the trade portion of The Progressive Agenda both in the press conference and the 
weight of that trade bullet in the agenda as a whole. Mayor Hodges’ COS John Stiles would like to 
connect directly – his cell is  and email john.stiles@minneapolismn.gov
 
John called a couple of minutes ago – I let him know someone would follow up.
 
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist



New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
I spoke with Erick Garcia, Senior Policy Aide, on Mayor Hodge’s staff. He and his COS requested 
more specific details on the trade portion of The Progressive Agenda.
 
The trade portion is raising a flag – she does not have a position on TPA (fast track authority for TPP) 
and would need to vet with members of her delegation at a minimum before engaging IF The 
Progressive Agenda is referencing the current trade negotiations/TPA.
 
Erick has been connected to the team to run through the intent of the trade piece, the connection 
to the current TPA conversation, and anything that would be referenced specifically about trade at 
the 3pm presser.
 
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Georgia
 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Spoke to who? Hodges staff?



 
What was original concern? 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2015, at 3:46 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

I spoke to him… We shall see
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 3:14 PM
To: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <  
"Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Mayor's for TPA
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Thanks- what is Hodges concern? 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2015, at 3:11 PM, Yazgi, Stephanie <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Our Mayor wants to know which of the following have signed on. Those 
who have not- he wants to call. Here we go!
 
Mayor Murray
Mayor Hales
Mayor Lee
Mayor Garcetti
Mayor Adler
Mayor Hodges



Mayor Barrett
Mayor Peduto
Mayor Cranley
Mayor Reed
Mayor Brown
Mayor Benjamin
Mayor Bowser
Mayor Nutter
Mayor Barake
Mayor Walsh
Mayor Elorza
Mayor Harp       
Mayor Segarra
Mayor Brannan
Upstate Mayors (Sheehan, Minor, Warren, Brown)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Subject:

Date:
Attachments:

Yes, it’s open press. On-topic Q&A.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Can someone clarify that the 3 pm event is open press and whether there will be q&a?

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12,
2015 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event,
hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and
professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press, and
there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders to unveil The
Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S.
Capitol Building steps. This event is open press. 



Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM  Delivers Remarks at National Press Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The
event begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be available
at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM  Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from around the
country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year transportation
authorization that significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol.
Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington will be
released as they become available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

I don’t think there will be a “feed” per se, but we’re filming it with our own TPA camera

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 6:03 PM
To: NGrybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Boeglin, Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate" <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao,
Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis,



Ronalie" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Ozernoy, Ilana" <iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson,
Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel"
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phillip Walzak <pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi"
<AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND
GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

Looks good to me, but still need PW sign off.

JDC – we’ve also been getting inquiries on whether their will be a feed of any sort. NYC TV won’t be
there. Assuming nothing we can provide for the 3pm?

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

yes

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:



Subject:

 

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event, hosted by the
Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and
U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and there will be no Q-and-A. Press
interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org. 

 

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders to unveil The Progressive
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event
begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official
photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality
House Triangle – East Front
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.



 

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

 

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from around the country
for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments. 

 

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol. Additional details
regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington will be released as they become available. 

 

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.  

 

###

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Yes, I would rework like this:
 

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to unveil The Progressive Agenda
to Combat Income Inequality. There will be two events.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event, hosted by the
Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and
U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and there will be no Q-and-A. Press
interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org. 

 

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement gather with dozens of national progressive
leaders to unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the
U.S. Capitol Building steps. 



Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event
begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official
photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveiling of The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality
House Triangle (East Front) 
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 5:43 PM
To: "'Boeglin, Rosemary'" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael"
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, NGrybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate" <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond"
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis, Ronalie"
<rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans,
Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold,
Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ozernoy,
Ilana" <iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Phillip Walzak <pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi
<syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND
GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

+JDC
 
There’s been some confusion over the difference between the two events. For the second, I would
suggest saying explicitly that he’ll be unveiling the contract (rather than “makes an announcement”).
 
Wednesday guidance still good.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:



 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12
AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to unveil The Progressive
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There will be two events.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event,
hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and
professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and
there will be no Q-and-A. Press interested in covering this event should contact
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement at the House Triangle near the U.S.
Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM Delivers Remarks at National Press Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The
event begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at
http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be available at
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM Makes an Announcement

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.



Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from around the
country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year transportation
authorization that significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol.
Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington will be
released as they become available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California. 

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Can we say he travels to California and not Santa Clara

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12
AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to unveil The Progressive
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There will be two events.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event,
hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and
professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and
there will be no Q-and-A. Press interested in covering this event should contact
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement at the House Triangle near the U.S.
Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM Delivers Remarks at National Press Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The
event begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at
http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be available at
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM Makes an Announcement

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from around the
country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year transportation
authorization that significantly increases federal transportation investments.



Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol.
Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington will be
released as they become available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Santa Clara, California. 



From:
To:

Subject:

Date:
Attachments:

Ha!  DEFINITELY open press.  That is the thing we REALLY want press to come to!

Q&A - well… After the cavalcade of speakers finishes, we’ll have been in 90 degree heat for 80 minutes, 
and a lot of the participants and reporters will have peeled off - but MBDB will stick around, as will a 
number of Members of Congress - so I’m planning to kind of usher reporters to their TPA’er of choice while 
the event is still going on for little stand-ups… It’s a terrible plan, I know - but this is what we’ve got… 

Short answer - yes - brief Q&A 

From: <Grybauskas>, Natalie <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 6:30 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Spitalnick, Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, 
"Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Boeglin, Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate" <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, 
Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis, 
Ronalie" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Ozernoy, Ilana" <iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, 
Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" 
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" 
<AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND 
GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

Can someone clarify that the 3 pm event is open press and whether there will be q&a?

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12,
2015 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event, 
hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and 
professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press, and 
there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media interested in covering this event should 
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders to unveil The 
Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. 
Capitol Building steps. This event is open press. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM  Delivers Remarks at National Press Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The
event begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at
http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be available at
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM  Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from around the 
country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year transportation 
authorization that significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol. 
Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington will be 
released as they become available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.

 



From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

I don’t think there will be a “feed” per se, but we’re filming it with our own TPA camera

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 6:03 PM
To: NGrybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Boeglin, Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate" <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, 
Raymond" <rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis, 
Ronalie" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Ozernoy, Ilana" <iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, 
Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" 
<GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phillip Walzak <pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" 
<AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND 
GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

Looks good to me, but still need PW sign off.

JDC – we’ve also been getting inquiries on whether their will be a feed of any sort. NYC TV won’t be 
there. Assuming nothing we can provide for the 3pm?

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:



yes

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event, hosted by the 
Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and 
U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and there will be no Q-and-A. Press 
interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org. 

 

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders to unveil The Progressive 
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. 



Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event 
begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official 
photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality
House Triangle – East Front
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

 

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from around the country 
for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that 
significantly increases federal transportation investments. 

 

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol. Additional details 
regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington will be released as they become available. 

 

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.  

 

###

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Yes, I would rework like this:
 

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR 



WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to unveil The Progressive Agenda to 
Combat Income Inequality. There will be two events.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event, hosted by the 
Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and 
U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and there will be no Q-and-A. Press 
interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org. 

 

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement gather with dozens of national progressive 
leaders to unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the 
U.S. Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event 
begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official 
photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveiling of The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality
House Triangle (East Front) 
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 5:43 PM
To: "'Boeglin, Rosemary'" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael" 
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, NGrybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti" 
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate" <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond" 
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "de Alwis, Ronalie" 
<rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, 
Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, 
Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley" <WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ozernoy, 
Ilana" <iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl, Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Phillip Walzak <pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi 
<syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND 



GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

+JDC
 
There’s been some confusion over the difference between the two events. For the second, I would 
suggest saying explicitly that he’ll be unveiling the contract (rather than “makes an announcement”).
 
Wednesday guidance still good.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12
AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to unveil The Progressive 
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There will be two events.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event, 
hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and 
professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and 
there will be no Q-and-A. Press interested in covering this event should contact 
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement at the House Triangle near the U.S. 
Capitol Building steps. 



Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM Delivers Remarks at National Press Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The
event begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at 
http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be available at 
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM Makes an Announcement

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from around the 
country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year transportation 
authorization that significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol. 
Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington will be 
released as they become available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California. 

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Can we say he travels to California and not Santa Clara

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey



Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12
AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to unveil The Progressive 
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There will be two events.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event, 
hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and 
professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and 
there will be no Q-and-A. Press interested in covering this event should contact 
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement at the House Triangle near the U.S. 
Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM Delivers Remarks at National Press Club



Press interested in covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The
event begins at 9 a.m. and will be livestreamed online at 
http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be available at 
flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM Makes an Announcement

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from around the 
country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year transportation 
authorization that significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol. 
Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington will be 
released as they become available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Santa Clara, California. 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Newt Gingrich blasts de Blasio and his ‘Liberal Contract with America’
By Newt Gingrich
May 9, 2015 | 5:00pm

New York Mayor de Blasio plans to release a “Liberal Contract with America.” He said he was
inspired by the 1994 Contract with America, of which I was the lead architect, and which led to the
first House Republican majority in 40 years.

I’m flattered, Mr. Mayor. But allow me to offer a few cautionary thoughts.

De Blasio is clearly trying to pressure the Democrats to move to the left. But that is the exact
opposite of the Contract with America model. The purpose of the Contract was not to pick a fight
within the Republican Party. It was to define a center-right majority with a platform that
commanded the broad support of the American people.

Before he writes his Contract with America from the Left, Mayor de Blasio should call Ed Miliband,
who resigned as leader of the British Labour Party after the party was wiped out in elections last
week.

The stunning and totally unexpected victory for Prime Minister David Cameron and the
Conservatives holds lessons for both Democrats and Republicans.

The historic collapse of the Labour Party and its dramatic underperformance is a warning for those
who believe a “true” left-wing agenda is the key to electoral victory.

THE HISTORIC COLLAPSE OF THE LABOUR PARTY … IS A WARNING FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE A
‘TRUE’ LEFT-WING AGENDA IS THE KEY TO ELECTORAL VICTORY.

From Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s first victory in 1979, the Conservatives dominated British
politics for 18 years until Tony Blair deliberately and methodically moved the Labour Party to the
center and won the election in 1997. Blair was so decisive in remodeling the formerly hard-left
party that historian Paul Johnson called him Thatcher’s adopted son and said he understood her
policies better than her Conservative successor John Major.
The Labour Party governed from the center under Blair and was amazingly popular. After a decade
in office, Blair was succeeded by Gordon Brown in 2007, who moved the party back toward the left.
Hammered by the economic crisis in 2010, the Labour Party suffered its biggest loss in 79 years and
Brown resigned.

Yet the lesson Labour learned from this defeat was the de Blasio lesson. Ed Miliband became leader
and moved Labour toward its militant left, redistributionist, big-government base.



The result is that Conservative Prime Minister David Cameron has governed a center-right coalition
that the British people decisively reaffirmed this week.

Mayor de Blasio has to come to grips with some powerful realities that will increasingly dominate
American politics and government. None of them come from the left.

British Conservatives emphasized their concerns for “working Britons.” In the United States, Maine
Gov. Paul LePage, a Republican, won reelection last year on similar themes.

Before Mayor de Blasio writes his Contract, he should call Ed Miliband, who resigned as leader of
the British Labour Party after the party was wiped out in elections last week.

Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan won big in a blue state by emphasizing high taxes and the needs of
working Marylanders.

Mayor de Blasio wants higher taxes and bigger governments.
Polls indicate Americans want more take-home pay and smaller government.
Mayor de Blasio wants to blame the rest of America for the Baltimore disaster. Most Americans
know that the Baltimore mayor telling the police to let people have “space to destroy” is the real
disaster.

Mayor de Blasio wants government to take more from some Americans to give it to others.

Most Americans want government to quit killing jobs and opportunity. They want to join in creating
wealth, not in redistributing it.

It’s impossible for Mayor de Blasio to create a document in the mold of the Contract with America
— ideas supported by large majorities of Americans — if it is based on far-left ideas.

In addition, the 1994 Contract with America was a very specific document committing to specific
steps we promised to take.
House Republicans had already written implementing legislation for every pledge.

As President Obama taught us with the stimulus and ObamaCare, the Left can’t write its bills out in
the open because the American people would repudiate them as soon as they understand them.

I look forward to Mayor de Blasio’s effort to practice the self-destruction and self-delusion of the
British Labour Party, and I would be delighted to debate the merits of our conservative Contract
with America compared to his Contract from the Left.
Perhaps we could charge admission for the debate and give the money to our favorite charity or
nonprofit. My charity would be the American Museum of Natural History in New York — so Mayor
de Blasio could help raise money for his own city by accepting the challenge.

Newt Gingrich is a former speaker of the US House of Representatives and a CNN contributor.



FILED UNDER BILL DE BLASIO , CONSERVATIVES ,  LIBERALS ,  NEWT GINGRICH

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Pls send what Newt sent

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Miliband is becoming the comparison du jour--- first Newt , now WSJ
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

Wall Street warns Hillary Clinton: Don’t be like Ed
Miliband





--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

John and Georgia,
 
I’m sorry that we’re not going to be able to make the Progressive Agenda press conference work on
Mayor Hodges’ schedule tomorrow afternoon. Please feel free to use her name as a supporter of
the agenda, and please let us know about other opportunities to engage with it: there’s great stuff
on here and she’d like to help move it forward, even if she can’t make the press conference. I know
she’ll connect with Mayor De Blasio at the dinner tomorrow evening regardless.
 
I really appreciate the work you’ve put into this. Thanks for including us.
 
Best,
John
 
John Stiles
Chief of Staff
Office of Mayor Betsy Hodges
City of Minneapolis
(612) 673-3665 office
(612) 581-1788 mobile
john.stiles@minneapolismn.gov
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
John,
 
Great speaking with you earlier. Closing the loop and connecting you here with John Del Cecato – he
has been very involved in this work and he will be able to go into more detail on your and Mayor
Hodges’ specific questions about the trade bullet. Pardon me if you’ve already connected by now!
 
Best,
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350



Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
To:
Cc:

Subject: Re: Any Update?











From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Mayor Pedro Segarra of Hartford formally signs onto the TPA. Use his name for tmrw

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Marty Walsh (Boston) cell: 

Steve Benjamin (Columbia, SC) cell: 

Ed Murray (Seattle) cell: 

Eric Garcetti (Los Angeles) cell: 
Ed Lee (San Francisco) cell

Charlie Hales (Portland) cell: 

No, got tied up. So let's blitz today

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Date:
Attachments:

Added time and location to guidance for weds

Fine like this?

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY,
MAY 12, 2015 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This
event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning
economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This
event is open press, and there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media
interested in covering this event should contact
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders to
unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House
Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. This event is open press, and there
will be on-topic Q-and-A. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM  Delivers Remarks at National Press Club



Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and will be
livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos
will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM  Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following
the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors
from around the country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a
six-year transportation authorization that significantly increases federal
transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S.
Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in
Washington will be released as they become available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.

Press Schedule for Wednesday, May 13

1:00 PM – Hosts Press Conference with Coalition of Mayors

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following
the event.

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

 



Lets put that in guidance

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

 

1pm on Wed. 

 

On May 11, 2015, at 7:55 PM, Walzak, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Time for wed? I think that’s all for now then good

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

When are we providing times and locations for Wed?

 

From:
Sent:
To:



Subject:

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Thanks. PW, all good?

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 AND GUIDANCE FOR

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National
Press Club. This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also
feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz
and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press, and
there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media interested in
covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive
leaders to unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building
steps. This event is open press, and there will be on-topic Q-and-A. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM  Delivers Remarks at National Press
Club



Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 am
and will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM  Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality

Official photos will be available
at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the
U.S. Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s
schedule while in Washington will be released as they become
available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.

 

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Yes, it’s open press. On-topic Q&A.
 

From:
Sent:
To:



Subject:

 

Can someone clarify that the 3 pm event is open press and whether there
will be q&a?

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 AND GUIDANCE FOR

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National
Press Club. This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also
feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz
and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press, and
there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media interested in
covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive
leaders to unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building
steps. This event is open press. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM  Delivers Remarks at National Press
Club

Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m.
and will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.



3:00 PM  Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality

Official photos will be available
at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the
U.S. Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s
schedule while in Washington will be released as they become
available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

I don’t think there will be a “feed” per se, but we’re filming it with our own
TPA camera

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 6:03 PM
To: NGrybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael"
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Boeglin, Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate"
<KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond"
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"de Alwis, Ronalie" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica"



<MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana"
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ozernoy, Ilana"
<iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl,
Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phillip Walzak
<pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

Looks good to me, but still need PW sign off.

JDC – we’ve also been getting inquiries on whether their will be a feed of
any sort. NYC TV won’t be there. Assuming nothing we can provide for the
3pm?

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

yes

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 



From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12
AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club.
This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize
winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth
Warren. This event is open press and there will be no Q-and-A. Press
interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org. 

 

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders
to unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the
House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and



will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality
House Triangle – East Front
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly
following the event.

 

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

 

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments. 

 

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S.
Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in
Washington will be released as they become available. 

 

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.  

 

###

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Yes, I would rework like this:
 

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12
AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 



On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to unveil The
Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There will be two
events.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club.
This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize
winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth
Warren. This event is open press and there will be no Q-and-A. Press
interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org. 

 

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement gather with
dozens of national progressive leaders to unveil The Progressive Agenda to
Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol
Building steps. 

Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and
will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveiling of The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality
House Triangle (East Front) 
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly
following the event.

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 5:43 PM
To: "'Boeglin, Rosemary'" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael"
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, NGrybauskas
<NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate"
<KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond"
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"de Alwis, Ronalie" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"



<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica"
<MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana"
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ozernoy, Ilana"
<iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl,
Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phillip Walzak
<pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

+JDC
 
There’s been some confusion over the difference between the two
events. For the second, I would suggest saying explicitly that he’ll be
unveiling the contract (rather than “makes an announcement”).
 
Wednesday guidance still good.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY,

MAY 13

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to
unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There



will be two events.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National
Press Club. This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also
feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz
and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and
there will be no Q-and-A. Press interested in covering this event
should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement at the
House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM Delivers Remarks at National Press
Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and will
be livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos.
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

3:00 PM Makes an Announcement

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the
U.S. Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s
schedule while in Washington will be released as they become
available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California. 

 

 



From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Can we say he travels to California and not Santa Clara

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY,

MAY 13

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to
unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There
will be two events.



In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National
Press Club. This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also
feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz
and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and
there will be no Q-and-A. Press interested in covering this event
should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement at the
House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM Delivers Remarks at National Press
Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and will
be livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos.
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

3:00 PM Makes an Announcement

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the
U.S. Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s
schedule while in Washington will be released as they become
available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Santa Clara, California. 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and
Chief Economist James Parrott

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum

Austin Mayor Steve Adler
Center for Economic and Policy
Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka

Portland, ME Mayor Michael Brennan

Netroots Nation Executive Director Raven Brooks

Actor Steve Buscemi

Actor Alan Cumming

Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton

Philanthropist/ Fimmaker Abigail Disney

Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Danny Glover

Center for Media and Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Jobs with Justice Executive Director Sarita Gupta

Former Senator Tom Harkin

VoteVets.org
Veteran Outreach
Coordinator Rick Hegdahl

United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo

Interfaith Worker Justice Executive Director Rudy Lopez

Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux

FLONYC Chirlane McCray

Actress Cynthia Nixon
University of California at
Berkley Chancellor's Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director of
Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

EffectiveNY Chairman Bill Samuels

Actress Susan Sarandon

Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra

Unite Here President D Taylor



AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Americans United for Change President Brad Woodhouse

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman

Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

New Jersey U.S. Rep, PC Member Bonnie Watson Coleman

Campaign for America's Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Yvette Clarke

Michigan U.S. Rep, PC Member John Conyers

Democracry Partners Partner Robert Creamer
National Low Income Housing
Coalition President Sheila Crowley

Bill de Blasio
Former Governor/Democracy
for America Founder Howard Dean

Connecticut U.S. Rep, PC Member Rosa DeLauro

Unite Here
Former President, LA
County Maria Elena Durazo

Minnesota U.S. Rep, PC Member Keith Ellison

Pennsylvania U.S. Rep, PC Member Chaka Fattah

NEA President Lily Garcia

Steelworkers President Leo Gerard

SEIU 1199 President George Gresham

Arizona U.S. Rep, PC Member Raul Grijalva
Leadership Council on Civil and
Human Rights President and CEO Wade Henderson

SEIU President Mary Kay Henry

Minneapolis Mayor Betsy Hodges

Texas U.S. Rep, PC Member Sheila Jackson-Lee

Dream Corps Unlimited Van Jones

California U.S. Rep, PC Member Barbara Lee

Progressive Congress President Gabriela Lemus

Iowa U.S. Rep, PC Member David Loebsack

Massachusetts U.S. Rep, PC Member James McGovern

Oregon U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley

Economic Policy Institute President Lawrence Mishel

National Council of La Raza Janet Murguia

New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Jerry Nadler



Working America Executive Director Karen Nussbaum

Young Democrats of America President Atima Omara

National Nurses United Co-President Jean Ross

AFSCME President Lee Saunders

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf

Illinois U.S. Rep, PC Member Jan Schakowsky

NAN President Al Sharpton

NYSNA President Judy Sheridan- Gonzalez

Bend the Arc Jewish Action Director Hadar Susskind

Patriot Majority President Craig Varoga

AFT President Randi Weingarten

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan

Author Linda Tirado

CWA President Larry Cohen

Am I crazy or have you not sent a status update since Friday?? Pls send one asap

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Fiscal Policy Institute
Deputy Director and
Chief Economist James Parrott

Economic Policy Institute Senior Economist Eileen Appelbaum
Center for Economic and Policy
Research Co-Director Dean Baker

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka

Netroots Nation Executive Director Raven Brooks

Actor Steve Buscemi

Actor Alan Cumming

Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton

Philanthropist/ Fimmaker Abigail Disney



Economic Policy Institute Founder Jeff Faux

Danny Glover

Former Senator Tom Harkin

United for a Fair Economy Executive Director Jeannette Huezo

Dream Corps Unlimited Van Jones

FLONYC Chirlane McCray

Actress Cynthia Nixon
University of California at
Berkley Chancellor's Professor Robert Reich

Actor Mark Ruffalo

Columbia University
Economist/Director of
Earth Institute Jeff Sachs

EffectiveNY Chairman Bill Samuels

Actress Susan Sarandon

Unite Here President D Taylor

AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

The Wessel Group President Michael Wessel

Childrens Defense Fund President/Founder Marian Wright Edelman
Center for Media and
Democrary Executive Director Lisa Graves

Inequality.org Managing Editor Marjorie Wood

New Jersey U.S. Rep, PC Member Bonnie Watson Coleman

Interfaith Worker Justice Executive Director Rudy Lopez

SEIU President Mary Kay Henry

Communities for Change Executive Director Deepak Bhargava
Campaign for America's
Future Co-Director Robert Borosage

New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Yvette Clarke

Democracry Partners Partner Robert Creamer
National Low Income Housing
Coalition President Sheila Crowley

Bill de Blasio
Former Governor/Democracy
for America Founder Howard Dean

Connecticut U.S. Rep, PC Member Rosa DeLauro

Unite Here
Former President, LA
County Maria Elena Durazo

Minnesota U.S. Rep, PC Member Keith Ellison

Pennsylvania U.S. Rep, PC Member Chaka Fattah

NEA President Lily Garcia

Steelworkers President Leo Gerard

SEIU 1199 President George Gresham



Arizona U.S. Rep, PC Member Raul Grijalva
Leadership Council on Civil
and Human Rights President and CEO Wade Henderson

Minneapolis Mayor Betsy Hodges

Texas U.S. Rep, PC Member Sheila Jackson-Lee

California U.S. Rep, PC Member Barbara Lee

Progressive Congress President Gabriela Lemus

Iowa U.S. Rep, PC Member David Loebsack

Progressive Strategies Director Mike Lux

Demos Executive Director Heather McGhee

Massachusetts U.S. Rep, PC Member James McGovern

Oregon U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley

Economic Policy Institute President Lawrence Mishel

National Council of La Raza Janet Murguia

New York U.S. Rep, PC Member Jerry Nadler

Working America Executive Director Karen Nussbaum

Young Democrats of America President Atima Omara

AFSCME President Lee Saunders

Illinois U.S. Rep, PC Member Jan Schakowsky

NAN President Al Sharpton

NYSNA President Judy Sheridan- Gonzalez

The Nation Editor Katrina Vanden Heuvel

Patriot Majority President Craig Varoga

AFT President Randi Weingarten

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley

Americans United for Change President Brad Woodhouse

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf

Author Linda Tirado

Progress Now Executive Director Arshad Hasan

CWA President Larry Cohen

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Date:

K thx

Sending now as below

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

 

ok

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

 

ce@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958

 

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 AND
GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

 

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This event,



hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning economist and
professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press,
and there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media interested in covering this event
should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

 

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders to unveil The
Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S.
Capitol Building steps. This event is open press, and there will be on-topic Q-and-A.  

Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and will be
livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality
House Triangle – East Front
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the
event.

 

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015

 

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors from
around the country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a six-year
transportation authorization that significantly increases federal transportation
investments. 

 

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S. Capitol at
1:00 pm. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in Washington
will be released as they become available. 

 

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.  

 

 



###

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Not sure we should do area 10 in guidance until cap police confirm. Just time.

 

On May 11, 2015, at 8:02 PM, Grybauskas, Natalie <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Added time and location to guidance for weds

Fine like this?

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY,
MAY 12, 2015 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club. This
event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize winning
economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This
event is open press, and there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media
interested in covering this event should contact
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders to
unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the House
Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. This event is open press, and there
will be on-topic Q-and-A. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM  Delivers Remarks at National Press Club



Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and will be
livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos
will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM  Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following
the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of mayors
from around the country for meetings with Congressional leadership to call for a
six-year transportation authorization that significantly increases federal
transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S.
Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in
Washington will be released as they become available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.

 

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

 

Lets put that in guidance

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:



Subject:

 

1pm on Wed. 

 

On May 11, 2015, at 7:55 PM, Walzak, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Time for wed? I think that’s all for now then good

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

When are we providing times and locations for Wed?

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

From:
Sent:
To:



Subject:

Thanks. PW, all good?

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 AND GUIDANCE FOR

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National
Press Club. This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also
feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz
and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press, and
there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media interested in
covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive
leaders to unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building
steps. This event is open press, and there will be on-topic Q-and-A. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM  Delivers Remarks at National Press
Club

Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 am
and will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM  Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality



Official photos will be available
at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the
U.S. Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s
schedule while in Washington will be released as they become
available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.

 

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Yes, it’s open press. On-topic Q&A.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

Can someone clarify that the 3 pm event is open press and whether there
will be q&a?



 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 AND GUIDANCE FOR

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National
Press Club. This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also
feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz
and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press, and
there will be no Q-and-A. Members of the media interested in
covering this event should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive
leaders to unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building
steps. This event is open press. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM  Delivers Remarks at National Press
Club

Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m.
and will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

3:00 PM  Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality

Official photos will be available
at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13, 2015



On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the
U.S. Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s
schedule while in Washington will be released as they become
available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

I don’t think there will be a “feed” per se, but we’re filming it with our own
TPA camera

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 6:03 PM
To: NGrybauskas <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael"
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Boeglin, Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate"
<KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond"
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"de Alwis, Ronalie" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica"
<MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana"
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ozernoy, Ilana"
<iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl,
Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phillip Walzak
<pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13



 

Looks good to me, but still need PW sign off.

JDC – we’ve also been getting inquiries on whether their will be a feed of
any sort. NYC TV won’t be there. Assuming nothing we can provide for the
3pm?

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

yes

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 



PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12
AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club.
This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize
winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth
Warren. This event is open press and there will be no Q-and-A. Press
interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org. 

 

Later, the Mayor will be joined by dozens of national progressive leaders
to unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality at the
House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and
will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveils The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality
House Triangle – East Front
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly



following the event.

 

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

 

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments. 

 

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the U.S.
Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s schedule while in
Washington will be released as they become available. 

 

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California.  

 

###

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Yes, I would rework like this:
 

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12
AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to unveil The
Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There will be two
events.

 

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National Press Club.
This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also feature Nobel Prize
winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz and U.S. Senator Elizabeth
Warren. This event is open press and there will be no Q-and-A. Press
interested in covering this event should



contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org. 

 

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement gather with
dozens of national progressive leaders to unveil The Progressive Agenda to
Combat Income Inequality at the House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol
Building steps. 

Press Schedule
 
Approximately 10:30 AM – Delivers Remarks at National Press Club
National Press Club
13, National Press Building Leasing

529 14th Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20045
Press interested in covering this event should
contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and
will be livestreamed online
at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos. Official photos will be
available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 

3:00 PM – Unveiling of The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality
House Triangle (East Front) 
Washington, D.C. 20016
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly
following the event.

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 5:43 PM
To: "'Boeglin, Rosemary'" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael"
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, NGrybauskas
<NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Adams, Marti"
<MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Blumm, Kate"
<KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Chao, Raymond"
<rchao@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Coney, Javon" <JConey@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"de Alwis, Ronalie" <rdealwis@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Grybauskas, Stefan"
<SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica"
<MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana"
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Norvell, Wiley"
<WNorvell@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Ozernoy, Ilana"
<iozernoy@moia.nyc.gov>, Ishanee Parikh <iparikh@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schnake-Mahl,
Gabriel" <GSchnakeMahl@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phillip Walzak
<pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Fink, Avi" <AFink@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>



Subject: RE: [draft] PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13

 

+JDC
 
There’s been some confusion over the difference between the two
events. For the second, I would suggest saying explicitly that he’ll be
unveiling the contract (rather than “makes an announcement”).
 
Wednesday guidance still good.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY,

MAY 13

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to
unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There
will be two events.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National
Press Club. This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also
feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz
and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and
there will be no Q-and-A. Press interested in covering this event
should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.



In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement at the
House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. 

Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM Delivers Remarks at National Press
Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and will
be livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos.
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

3:00 PM Makes an Announcement

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the
U.S. Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s
schedule while in Washington will be released as they become
available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to California. 

 

 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 



Can we say he travels to California and not Santa Clara

 

 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
TUESDAY, MAY 12 AND GUIDANCE FOR WEDNESDAY,

MAY 13

On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Washington, D.C. to
unveil The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality. There
will be two events.

In the morning, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the National
Press Club. This event, hosted by the Roosevelt Institute, will also
feature Nobel Prize winning economist and professor Joseph Stiglitz
and U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren. This event is open press and
there will be no Q-and-A. Press interested in covering this event
should contact mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.

In the afternoon, the Mayor will make an announcement at the
House Triangle near the U.S. Capitol Building steps. 



Press Schedule

Approximately 10:30 AM Delivers Remarks at National Press
Club

Press interested in covering this event should contact
mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org.The event begins at 9 a.m. and will
be livestreamed online at http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/videos.
Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

3:00 PM Makes an Announcement

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

Guidance for Wednesday, May 13

On Wednesday, the Mayor will be joined by a bipartisan coalition of
mayors from around the country for meetings with Congressional
leadership to call for a six-year transportation authorization that
significantly increases federal transportation investments.

Wednesday afternoon, the mayors will hold a press conference at the
U.S. Capitol. Additional details regarding Mayor de Blasio’s
schedule while in Washington will be released as they become
available.

Later, Mayor de Blasio will travel to Santa Clara, California. 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:





From:
To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



DRAFT REMARKS 
TPA KICK-OFF 

5/12/15 
 

I’m New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, and I want to thank so many of my fellow 
progressives – mayors, Members of the House and Senate, labor leaders, civil rights 
champions, and top progressive activists for joining us here today. 
 
Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of progressive leaders in New York City to 
discuss the central crisis of our times – and that is income inequality – the growing 
gap between the Top One Percent – and everybody else. 
 
That day, we pledged to reach out to hundreds of our fellow progressives and work 
together to generate a serious, bold set of solutions to the economic inequality our 
nation faces. 
 
And today, we are announcing, and signing onto, “The Progressive Agenda to 
Combat Income Inequality.” 
 
Now before I get into what this document IS...let me say what it is NOT. 
 
It’s not a comprehensive approach for remaking our economy, like many of you 
heard from Professor Stiglitz this morning.   
 
It’s not a complete list of the issues that we will be pushing candidates and elected 
officials to embrace.   
 
In fact, in recent days, I’ve spoken to some of the folks assembled here about the 
next step in this process – covering issues that range from an expansion of Social 
Security…to debt-free college…to mass incarceration…to climate change. 
 
But what we DO have today…is a giant step forward. 
 
These 13 progressive ideas will make an enormous difference in combatting income 
inequality – lifting the floor for working people…supporting working parents and 
families…demanding genuine tax fairness. 
 
The Progressive Agenda represents a very simple concept.  America needs 
economic policies that reward WORK…and not just wealth. 
 
We need to recognize that since the Great Recession ended, those at the very top 
have accumulated record amounts of WEALTH.   
 
As the very same time, our middle class isn’t just working harder and feeling more 
insecure…it’s at grave risk of disappearing ALTOGETHER. 
 



As progressives, we will sit by and let that happen. 
 
We will stand TOGETHER – calling upon candidates and elected officials at every 
level – federal, state, and local – to put people ahead of profits…to put work ahead of 
wealth...to stiffen their backbones and champion the progressive policies we need to 
lift our nation UP. 
 
So without further ado, let me turn the microphone over to someone who knows a 
little something about progressive values -- former DNC Chairman, Governor 
Howard Dean. 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Is this happening? 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Mayor off- we have not had time to make these calls today
 
Can we start reaching out on a staff leval
 
Let us know who you don’t get through and we can try to do this evening
 
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Marty Walsh (Boston) cell: 
Steve Benjamin (Columbia, SC) cell: 
Ed Murray (Seattle) cell: 
Eric Garcetti (Los Angeles) cell: 
Ed Lee (San Francisco) cell: 
Charlie Hales (Portland) cell: 

No, got tied up. So let's blitz today



From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Mayor Ed Murray signs on formally!! Add him to the list

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Mayor Steve Adler of Austin, TX just signed. Can't be there but wants his name on the list and
wants to work with us. And we really need to push ed murray and marty walsh and ed lee again.
Also garcetti. Make me do a final blitz

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

How has Donna Edwards responded? Should I call her?



From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

We’ll take that… But we’d also like him there on 5/12… Davis - you want to follow up
with Josh?

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at 12:53 PM
To: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "
<
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <  John Davis <  John
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <  "Leopold, Elana"
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: TPA Calls Scheduled for today starting at 12:00PM

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

12:00PM Governor Mark Dayton (Minnesota)



12:45PM Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (Rhode Island)

1:15PM Congressman GK Butterfield, Chair of the Black Caucus (North
Carolina)

Former Congressman Barney Frank

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Bill De Blasio, Elizabeth Warren escalate pressure on Hillary Clinton







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Bill De Blasio, Elizabeth Warren escalate pressure on Hillary Clinton







From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

No kidding!  Who the fuck IS this guy?  I can’t wait to meet him face-to-face…

Meanwhile, her campaign has remained in contact with liberal groups like the
Progressive Change Campaign Committee, which is encouraging Clinton to
embrace expanding Social Security and a debt-free college plan.

SNIP

“Two areas where words alone do make a difference are expanding social security and debt-
free college,” explained the PCCC’s Adam Green, pointing to a recent interview where her
campaign manager mentioned the latter. “If she were to give a speech or even send a tweet
mentioning them, that would shift the entire national discussion.”

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 9:37 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas"
<TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gunaratna, Mahen"
<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA opening remarks

From:
Sent:
To:



Subject:

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 9:10 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas"
<TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic
Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gunaratna, Mahen"
<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: TPA opening remarks

Instead of saying what its not...why not call this the first installment on income
inequality with room to cover more ground on other issues in future

Just the emphasis on 'not' strikes me as limiting 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

New backgrounder attached with below complaint / response in it.

Q & A
 
Concern: Second Coming of NAFTA

From what I currently understand of the new trade accord, this looks 
like another bad deal for American workers, and we cannot accept it.
 
Obama Response: 

 
DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and 
knowing how he’ll do it.
 
Concern: Treaty may include weak sections on environmental protection and labor rights and could expand 
fossil fuel exports, exacerbating climate change and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels.

 
Obama Response:

 
DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and 
knowing how he’ll do it. Many legislators who have seen the deal share this concern.  Hard not to be 
skeptical in that context.
 
Concern: The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving 



investors and international corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from governments for 
regulations that expropriate property:

 
Obama Response:

 
DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and 
knowing how he’ll do it.  People who have seen the deal and don’t reflexively distrust him are concerned – 
hard not to doubt in that context.



The Trans-Pacific Partnership
Issues and Areas of Concern for New York City

The Trans-Pacific Partnership is a regulatory and investment treaty being negotiated by the Obama administrated covering major 
economies of the Pacific Rim currently excluding China. It includes 12 nations and nearly 40% of the world’s economy: United 
States, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Canada, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam. New 
York State exports approximately $23 billion per year in goods to TPP economies. Overall, exports in goods support 
approximately 280,000 jobs.
  
The treaty includes reciprocal tariff reductions, akin to a traditional free trade agreement, but also includes chapters on other non-
tariff regulatory issues, including intellectual property, labor, financial services, and the environment. Relative tariff levels 
between the United States and the other participating nations are already relatively low, so there has been intense focus on the non-
tariff aspects of the deal.
  
FACTS ABOUT PROCESS
The agreement is being negotiated in secret: The text of the agreement has not been made public, limiting the ability for citizens 
or advocacy groups to form opinions of the direction of the agreement. Instead, non-legislators have needed to rely on leaked 
drafts of some chapters, which have been criticized by the Obama administration as being incomplete and partial. Members of 
Congress and stakeholder groups convened by the administration, including some labor, environmental, and consumer advocacy 
representatives have seen confidential draft language.
  
The President is seeking “fast-track” authority over opposition and skepticism from Congressional Democrats, labor 
unions, and prominent environmental groups: The Administration is seeking Trade Promotion Authority (colloquially known 
as “fast track”) which allows the Administration to submit a negotiated agreement in total to be voted up or down by Congress
with no opportunity for amendments and limited debate. This is the process that was used for NAFTA, WTO, and other high-
profile trade agreements.  Without an “up or down” vote, the administration argues that the deal would collapse under the weight 
of amendments. Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi have opposed granting the President fast-track authority, but some Democrats and 
many Congressional Republicans are open to the idea.
  
BENEFITS OF A DEAL AS WE KNOW IT
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of key benefits that seem like likely outcomes of a successfully approved 
deal:

The agreement could increase opportunities for increased exports and domestic job creation, while expanding profit-
making opportunities for U.S. companies abroad and potentially shift jobs or expand operations overseas. The White House 
has stated that approving this agreement would increase exports from the United States by approximately $120 billion per year, 
largely benefiting those companies and employees in export-oriented industries, and increase real incomes, in the form of lower 
prices and increased competition, by $77 billion per year. They point to increased opportunities for small and medium sized 
export-oriented U.S. businesses, reduced tariffs for goods and services from U.S. firms (including “financial services”), uniform 
regulations, and increased protections for the intellectual property from U.S. tech, medical, and media firms.
  
Would benefit large corporate entities with major footprints in New York City: The benefits of additional corporate 
investment opportunities in the Pacific Rim created by TPP skews towards some categories of companies who have major 
presence in New York City: particularly companies who own valuable IP in tech, media, and pharmaceuticals, and companies that
are positioned to increase “trade in services” – particularly financial institutions, law firms, and consulting companies.
  
This agreement would set the pattern for other future trade deals, including with China and other nations across the 
world: The TPP is seen as an opportunity for the United States to take the lead in setting minimum standards for trade among 
major economic partners in the Pacific Rim, in an attempt to create “rules of the game” that these nations will play on American 
terms, rather than on the terms of Chinese interest, which may include less protection for labor, the environment, American 
security interests, and the interests of American corporations and workers. It is also seen as an important tool to knit together 
countries in the region to provide an economic counterweight to the rise of China. Roger Altman, former Treasury official, and 
Richard Haas of the Council on Foreign Relations, wrote that a failure of the TPP, “would leave the country poorer and the world 
less stable.”
  
CONCERNS ABOUT PROCEEDING WITH THE PENDING DEAL:
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of substantive concerns being raised by labor, environmental, and 
consumer protection advocates:

Treaty may include weak sections on environmental protection and labor rights and could expand fossil fuel exports, 
exacerbating climate change and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels. The White House is planning on including broad 



protections against illegal trade in protected species, overfishing, and deforestation, but a leaked draft revealed a framework that
lacked meaningful enforcement mechanisms and has drawn the skepticism of major environmental groups. In addition, while the 
White House insists they are including protections for labor rights, including rights to collective bargaining, limits on child labor, 
and acceptable working conditions (safe work environments and maximum hours limitations), there are parallel concerns that these 
clauses will not be adequately enforceable. There is also no chapter on currency manipulation, which is concerning to domestic 
labor unions as member countries can use artificial currency depreciation to undercut U.S. manufacturing companies.

The agreement would likely expand expansive controversial U.S. intellectual property laws internationally: A leaked 
version of the Intellectual Property right s chapter includes provisions that would expand U.S. intellectual property protections, 
including 80-year copyright protections and increased protections for patented brand-name pharmaceuticals. This would improve 
profit prospects for pharmaceutical companies, but may yield higher drug prices.
  
The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving investors and international 
corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from governments for regulations that expropriate property: The 
White House has identified these tribunals as vital protection from expropriation for U.S. companies doing business abroad, but 
Elizabeth Warren and other critics criticize them as potentially allowing global corporations to receive damages, paid for by U.S. 
taxpayers, from regulations designed to protect consumers but which the company will argue unfairly restrict profits. It is 
important to note, however, that most companies will continue to challenge rules in U.S. courts in order to overturn the laws all 
together. ISDS tribunals are only able to award damages, and have never done so in any of the thirteen cases that went to judgment 
against the United States.
  
“Buy America” provisions could be challenged: The White House insists that there will be no change to current law, and 
that states and localities’ ability to impose local purchasing requirements will not be disrupted. , but the AFL-CIO has claimed that 
this deal would undermine the ability of the United States to impose “Buy America” provisions.
  
Draft Recommended Position: Skeptical of TPP, Against Fast Track
We can’t really comment on the TPP itself because we haven’t seen it - which is a BIG PART OF THE PROBLEM. It’s been 
negotiated in secret, and that’s not acceptable. We need to see what’s in it.
  
We all saw what a disaster NAFTA was for America - 700K jobs lost, according to the Economic Policy Institute. We look with 
GREAT skepticism on a new trade deal that could lead to even more jobs being shipped away.  From what I currently 
understand of the new trade accord, this looks like another bad deal for American workers, and we cannot accept it.
                    
I oppose Fast Track because the American people should have a say in the process - through their elected 
representatives. If our Members of Congress are forced to vote YES OR NO on a massive trade deal without the power to offer 
amendments, we’re putting all the power on the side of the giant multinational corporations and Wall Street banks, and their 
armies of lobbyists.
  
We need trade deals that protect American jobs, workers’ rights, human rights, consumers, and our environment. We should not 
allow corporations even more power to subvert American laws designed to protect workers, consumers, and families.
  
Without the proper protections for America’s working families, these massive trade deals can lead to a global rush the 
bottom. That flies in the face of our effort to combat income inequality in the United States - handing more power to those at the 
top, and letting them write the rules to further enrich themselves at the expense of our struggling middle class, working class, and 
poor.



Q & A

Concern: Second Coming of NAFTA We all saw what a disaster NAFTA was for America - 700K jobs lost, according to the 
Economic Policy Institute. We look with GREAT skepticism on a new trade deal that could lead to even more jobs being shipped 
away.  From what I currently understand of the new trade accord, this looks like another bad deal for American workers, 
and we cannot accept it.

Obama Response: Some folks think we should just withdraw and not even try to engage in trade with these countries.  I disagree.  
We have to make sure America writes the rules of the global economy.  And we should do it today, while our economy is in the 
position of global strength.  (Applause.)  Because if we don’t write the rules for trade around the world -- guess what -- China will.  
And they’ll write those rules in a way that gives Chinese workers and Chinese businesses the upper hand, and locks American-
made goods out. That’s the choice we face.  We're not going to be able to isolate ourselves from world markets.  We got to be in 
there and compete. And the question is, are we going to make sure that the rules are fair so that our businesses and our workers are 
on a level playing field.  Because when they are, we win every time.  When the rules are fair, we win every time. And you know 
what, past trade agreements, it’s true, didn’t always reflect our values or didn’t always do enough to protect American workers.  
But that’s why we’re designing a different kind of trade deal. And the truth is that companies that only care about low wages, 
they’ve already moved.  They don’t need new trade deals to move.  They’ve already outsourced.  They’ve already located in 
search of low wages.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how
he’ll do it.

Concern: Treaty may include weak sections on environmental protection and labor rights and could expand fossil fuel 
exports, exacerbating climate change and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels. The White House is planning on including 
broad protections against illegal trade in protected species, overfishing, and deforestation, but a leaked draft revealed a framework 
that lacked meaningful enforcement mechanisms and has drawn the skepticism of major environmental groups. In addition, while 
the White House insists they are including protections for labor rights, including rights to collective bargaining, limits on child 
labor, and acceptable working conditions (safe work environments and maximum hours limitations), there are parallel concerns 
that these clauses will not be adequately enforceable. There is also no chapter on currency manipulation, which is concerning to 
domestic labor unions as member countries can use artificial currency depreciation to undercut U.S. manufacturing companies.

Obama Response: So when you look at a country like Vietnam, under this agreement, Vietnam would actually, for the first time, 
have to raise its labor standards.  It would have to set a minimum wage. It would have to pass safe workplace laws to protect its 
workers. It would even have to protect workers’ freedom to form unions -- for the very first time. And if Vietnam, or any of the 
other countries in this trade agreement don’t meet these requirements, they’ll face meaningful consequences.  If you’re a country 
that wants in to this agreement, you have to meet higher standards.  If you don’t, you’re out.  If you break the rules, there are actual 
repercussions.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how 
he’ll do it.  Many legislators who have seen the deal share this concern.  Hard not to be skeptical in that context. 

Concern: The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving investors and 
international corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from governments for regulations that expropriate 
property: The White House has identified these tribunals as vital protection from expropriation for U.S. companies doing business 
abroad, but Elizabeth Warren and other critics criticize them as potentially allowing global corporations to receive damages, paid 
for by U.S. taxpayers, from regulations designed to protect consumers but which the company will argue unfairly restrict profits. It 
is important to note, however, that most companies will continue to challenge rules in U.S. courts in order to overturn the laws all 
together. ISDS tribunals are only able to award damages, and have never done so in any of the thirteen cases that went to judgment 
against the United States.

Obama Response: Number four -- critics warn that parts of this deal would undermine American regulation -- food safety, 
worker safety, even financial regulations.  They’re making this stuff up.  (Applause.)  This is just not true.  No trade agreement is 
going to force us to change our laws.  This agreement would make sure our companies aren’t discriminated against in other 
countries.  We already treat companies from other countries fairly here. But our companies don’t always get treated fairly there.  
So sometimes they need to have some way to settle disputes where it’s not subject to the whims of some government bureaucrat in 
that country.  That’s important.  We want our businesses to succeed in selling over there because that's how our workers will get 
more jobs here in the United States.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how 
he’ll do it.  People who have seen the deal and don’t reflexively distrust him are concerned – hard not to doubt in that 
context.
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There is a 4 page document attached to this e-mail.
Pages 1 and 2 are a backgrounder on the debate over TPP
Page 3 highlights some key concerns we raise on TPP, Obama’s exact response, and what we think of it
Page 4 is a transcript of an interview with Elizabeth Warren, where the reporter channels Obama, and 
Warren responds.

EL – can you print a copy to travel with for me please?



The Trans-Pacific Partnership
Issues and Areas of Concern for New York City

The Trans-Pacific Partnership is a regulatory and investment treaty being negotiated by the Obama administrated covering major 
economies of the Pacific Rim currently excluding China. It includes 12 nations and nearly 40% of the world’s economy: United 
States, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Canada, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam. New 
York State exports approximately $23 billion per year in goods to TPP economies. Overall, exports in goods support 
approximately 280,000 jobs.
  
The treaty includes reciprocal tariff reductions, akin to a traditional free trade agreement, but also includes chapters on other non-
tariff regulatory issues, including intellectual property, labor, financial services, and the environment. Relative tariff levels 
between the United States and the other participating nations are already relatively low, so there has been intense focus on the non-
tariff aspects of the deal.
  
FACTS ABOUT PROCESS
The agreement is being negotiated in secret: The text of the agreement has not been made public, limiting the ability for citizens 
or advocacy groups to form opinions of the direction of the agreement. Instead, non-legislators have needed to rely on leaked 
drafts of some chapters, which have been criticized by the Obama administration as being incomplete and partial. Members of 
Congress and stakeholder groups convened by the administration, including some labor, environmental, and consumer advocacy 
representatives have seen confidential draft language.
  
The President is seeking “fast-track” authority over opposition and skepticism from Congressional Democrats, labor 
unions, and prominent environmental groups: The Administration is seeking Trade Promotion Authority (colloquially known 
as “fast track”) which allows the Administration to submit a negotiated agreement in total to be voted up or down by Congress
with no opportunity for amendments and limited debate. This is the process that was used for NAFTA, WTO, and other high-
profile trade agreements.  Without an “up or down” vote, the administration argues that the deal would collapse under the weight 
of amendments. Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi have opposed granting the President fast-track authority, but some Democrats and 
many Congressional Republicans are open to the idea.
  
BENEFITS OF A DEAL AS WE KNOW IT
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of key benefits that seem like likely outcomes of a successfully approved 
deal:

The agreement could increase opportunities for increased exports and domestic job creation, while expanding profit-
making opportunities for U.S. companies abroad and potentially shift jobs or expand operations overseas. The White House 
has stated that approving this agreement would increase exports from the United States by approximately $120 billion per year, 
largely benefiting those companies and employees in export-oriented industries, and increase real incomes, in the form of lower 
prices and increased competition, by $77 billion per year. They point to increased opportunities for small and medium sized 
export-oriented U.S. businesses, reduced tariffs for goods and services from U.S. firms (including “financial services”), uniform 
regulations, and increased protections for the intellectual property from U.S. tech, medical, and media firms.
  
Would benefit large corporate entities with major footprints in New York City: The benefits of additional corporate 
investment opportunities in the Pacific Rim created by TPP skews towards some categories of companies who have major 
presence in New York City: particularly companies who own valuable IP in tech, media, and pharmaceuticals, and companies that
are positioned to increase “trade in services” – particularly financial institutions, law firms, and consulting companies.
  
This agreement would set the pattern for other future trade deals, including with China and other nations across the 
world: The TPP is seen as an opportunity for the United States to take the lead in setting minimum standards for trade among 
major economic partners in the Pacific Rim, in an attempt to create “rules of the game” that these nations will play on American 
terms, rather than on the terms of Chinese interest, which may include less protection for labor, the environment, American 
security interests, and the interests of American corporations and workers. It is also seen as an important tool to knit together 
countries in the region to provide an economic counterweight to the rise of China. Roger Altman, former Treasury official, and 
Richard Haas of the Council on Foreign Relations, wrote that a failure of the TPP, “would leave the country poorer and the world 
less stable.”
  
CONCERNS ABOUT PROCEEDING WITH THE PENDING DEAL:
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of substantive concerns being raised by labor, environmental, and 
consumer protection advocates:

Treaty may include weak sections on environmental protection and labor rights and could expand fossil fuel exports, 
exacerbating climate change and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels. The White House is planning on including broad 



protections against illegal trade in protected species, overfishing, and deforestation, but a leaked draft revealed a framework that
lacked meaningful enforcement mechanisms and has drawn the skepticism of major environmental groups. In addition, while the 
White House insists they are including protections for labor rights, including rights to collective bargaining, limits on child labor, 
and acceptable working conditions (safe work environments and maximum hours limitations), there are parallel concerns that these 
clauses will not be adequately enforceable. There is also no chapter on currency manipulation, which is concerning to domestic 
labor unions as member countries can use artificial currency depreciation to undercut U.S. manufacturing companies.

The agreement would likely expand expansive controversial U.S. intellectual property laws internationally: A leaked 
version of the Intellectual Property right s chapter includes provisions that would expand U.S. intellectual property protections, 
including 80-year copyright protections and increased protections for patented brand-name pharmaceuticals. This would improve 
profit prospects for pharmaceutical companies, but may yield higher drug prices.
  
The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving investors and international 
corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from governments for regulations that expropriate property: The 
White House has identified these tribunals as vital protection from expropriation for U.S. companies doing business abroad, but 
Elizabeth Warren and other critics criticize them as potentially allowing global corporations to receive damages, paid for by U.S. 
taxpayers, from regulations designed to protect consumers but which the company will argue unfairly restrict profits. It is 
important to note, however, that most companies will continue to challenge rules in U.S. courts in order to overturn the laws all 
together. ISDS tribunals are only able to award damages, and have never done so in any of the thirteen cases that went to judgment 
against the United States.
  
“Buy America” provisions could be challenged: The White House insists that there will be no change to current law, and 
that states and localities’ ability to impose local purchasing requirements will not be disrupted. , but the AFL-CIO has claimed that 
this deal would undermine the ability of the United States to impose “Buy America” provisions.
  
Draft Recommended Position: Skeptical of TPP, Against Fast Track
We can’t really comment on the TPP itself because we haven’t seen it - which is a BIG PART OF THE PROBLEM. It’s been 
negotiated in secret, and that’s not acceptable. We need to see what’s in it.
  
We all saw what a disaster NAFTA was for America - 700K jobs lost, according to the Economic Policy Institute. We look with 
GREAT skepticism on a new trade deal that could lead to even more jobs being shipped away.  From what I currently 
understand of the new trade accord, this looks like another bad deal for American workers, and we cannot accept it.
                    
I oppose Fast Track because the American people should have a say in the process - through their elected 
representatives. If our Members of Congress are forced to vote YES OR NO on a massive trade deal without the power to offer 
amendments, we’re putting all the power on the side of the giant multinational corporations and Wall Street banks, and their 
armies of lobbyists.
  
We need trade deals that protect American jobs, workers’ rights, human rights, consumers, and our environment. We should not 
allow corporations even more power to subvert American laws designed to protect workers, consumers, and families.
  
Without the proper protections for America’s working families, these massive trade deals can lead to a global rush the 
bottom. That flies in the face of our effort to combat income inequality in the United States - handing more power to those at the 
top, and letting them write the rules to further enrich themselves at the expense of our struggling middle class, working class, and 
poor.



TPP Q & A

Concern: Second Coming of NAFTA We all saw what a disaster NAFTA was for America - 700K jobs lost, according to the 
Economic Policy Institute. We look with GREAT skepticism on a new trade deal that could lead to even more jobs being shipped 
away.  From what I currently understand of the new trade accord, this looks like another bad deal for American workers, 
and we cannot accept it.

Obama Response: Some folks think we should just withdraw and not even try to engage in trade with these countries.  I disagree.  
We have to make sure America writes the rules of the global economy.  And we should do it today, while our economy is in the 
position of global strength.  (Applause.)  Because if we don’t write the rules for trade around the world -- guess what -- China will.  
And they’ll write those rules in a way that gives Chinese workers and Chinese businesses the upper hand, and locks American-
made goods out. That’s the choice we face.  We're not going to be able to isolate ourselves from world markets.  We got to be in 
there and compete. And the question is, are we going to make sure that the rules are fair so that our businesses and our workers are 
on a level playing field.  Because when they are, we win every time.  When the rules are fair, we win every time. And you know 
what, past trade agreements, it’s true, didn’t always reflect our values or didn’t always do enough to protect American workers.  
But that’s why we’re designing a different kind of trade deal. And the truth is that companies that only care about low wages, 
they’ve already moved.  They don’t need new trade deals to move.  They’ve already outsourced.  They’ve already located in 
search of low wages.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how
he’ll do it.

Concern: Treaty may include weak sections on environmental protection and labor rights and could expand fossil fuel 
exports, exacerbating climate change and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels. The White House is planning on including 
broad protections against illegal trade in protected species, overfishing, and deforestation, but a leaked draft revealed a framework 
that lacked meaningful enforcement mechanisms and has drawn the skepticism of major environmental groups. In addition, while 
the White House insists they are including protections for labor rights, including rights to collective bargaining, limits on child 
labor, and acceptable working conditions (safe work environments and maximum hours limitations), there are parallel concerns 
that these clauses will not be adequately enforceable. There is also no chapter on currency manipulation, which is concerning to 
domestic labor unions as member countries can use artificial currency depreciation to undercut U.S. manufacturing companies.

Obama Response: So when you look at a country like Vietnam, under this agreement, Vietnam would actually, for the first time, 
have to raise its labor standards.  It would have to set a minimum wage. It would have to pass safe workplace laws to protect its 
workers. It would even have to protect workers’ freedom to form unions -- for the very first time. And if Vietnam, or any of the 
other countries in this trade agreement don’t meet these requirements, they’ll face meaningful consequences.  If you’re a country 
that wants in to this agreement, you have to meet higher standards.  If you don’t, you’re out.  If you break the rules, there are actual 
repercussions.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how 
he’ll do it.  Many legislators who have seen the deal share this concern.  Hard not to be skeptical in that context. 

Concern: The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving investors and 
international corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from governments for regulations that expropriate 
property: The White House has identified these tribunals as vital protection from expropriation for U.S. companies doing business 
abroad, but Elizabeth Warren and other critics criticize them as potentially allowing global corporations to receive damages, paid 
for by U.S. taxpayers, from regulations designed to protect consumers but which the company will argue unfairly restrict profits. It 
is important to note, however, that most companies will continue to challenge rules in U.S. courts in order to overturn the laws all 
together. ISDS tribunals are only able to award damages, and have never done so in any of the thirteen cases that went to judgment 
against the United States.

Obama Response: Number four -- critics warn that parts of this deal would undermine American regulation -- food safety, 
worker safety, even financial regulations.  They’re making this stuff up.  (Applause.)  This is just not true.  No trade agreement is 
going to force us to change our laws.  This agreement would make sure our companies aren’t discriminated against in other 
countries.  We already treat companies from other countries fairly here. But our companies don’t always get treated fairly there.  
So sometimes they need to have some way to settle disputes where it’s not subject to the whims of some government bureaucrat in 
that country.  That’s important.  We want our businesses to succeed in selling over there because that's how our workers will get 
more jobs here in the United States.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how 
he’ll do it.  People who have seen the deal and don’t reflexively distrust him are concerned – hard not to doubt in that 
context.



Elizabeth Warren’s Q and A with Washington Post on TPP and Obama’s critique

THE PLUM LINE: What’s your response to the latest from President Obama?
SENATOR WARREN: The president said in his Nike speech that he’s confident that when people read the agreement for 
themselves, that they’ll see it’s a great deal. But the president won’t actually let people read the agreement for themselves. It’s 
classified.

PLUM LINE: But don’t you get 60 days to review it after the deal is finalized, with the authority to revoke fast track?
WARREN: The president has committed only to letting the public see this deal after Congress votes to authorize fast track. At that 
point it will be impossible for us to amend the agreement or to block any part of it without tanking the whole TPP. The TPP is
basically done. If the president is so confident it’s a good deal, he should declassify the text and let people see it before asking 
Congress to tie its hands on fixing it.

PLUM LINE: Doesn’t the current framework allow for the revocation of fast track authority?
WARREN: The whole point about fast track is to grease the skids so that 51 votes will get it through…it takes a majority to get 
rid of [fast track].

PLUM LINE: The push-back from the administration is that the ISDS will be written in such a way that there is no 
authority to override Congressional [and other countries’] regulations.
WARREN: If the president has changed ISDS to solve the problem, then the text should be released so that legal experts can look 
at it.

PLUM LINE: Is there a scenario under which ISDS could be written the way he says it is being written?
WARREN: I’ve sat with many legal scholars to talk about this issue, and I have not seen a draft that would do what the president 
says he has already accomplished….Hillary Clinton in her book raised concerns about precisely this issue. Just last week, some of 
the top legal and economic minds in this country, including the president’s mentor from Harvard, Laurence Tribe, and Nobel-
prize-winning economist Joe Stiglitz, raised exactly this concern.

PLUM LINE: Is it theoretically possible to write ISDS in a way that precludes it from overriding regulation?
WARREN: It doesn’t directly tell countries to repeal regulations. It imposes a financial penalty, which has caused countries to 
change their regulations…[ISDS mechanisms] never had the authority to override regulations. What they had was the authority to
impose a monetary penalty directly against the government and its taxpayers. That’s the point at which governments have backed 
up and said, “we can’t afford this, we’ll just change the law.”

PLUM LINE: You can’t envision even in theory a way to structure ISDS that would assuage your concerns?
WARREN: Once a group of independent arbiters, whose decisions cannot be appealed, can issue a money judgment of any size, 
then the ISDS problem arises….Here’s what you could do. If corporations had to go through the same procedures that anyone else
has to go through to get the trade deal enforced, then the problem wouldn’t exist.
Now, if a labor union says, ‘Vietnam promised not to work people for a couple of dollars a day, and to raise working conditions, 
and then failed to do it,” they have to get the U.S. government, through the trade rules, to go to Vietnam and prosecute the case. If 
corporations had to do the same thing, then it would be a level playing field…ISDS gives a special break to giant corporations, a 
break that nobody else gets.

PLUM LINE: What you’re arguing is that six years of fast track, plus ISDS, could ultimately result in the weakening of 
financial regulations? You’re not saying ISDS itself would do that?
WARREN: Absolutely right…six years means that whatever the Obama administration has committed to won’t bind the next 
president. If that president wants to negotiate a trade deal that undercuts Dodd Frank, it will be very hard to stop it.

PLUM LINE: Couldn’t a Republican president simply go straight at Dodd Frank? Would this be any easier than that?
WARREN: Absolutely. Because trade will be fast tracked for six years….A direct run at Dodd Frank potentially takes 60 votes in 
the U.S. Senate. But doing it through trade authority needs to be done with 51 votes.

PLUM LINE: But wouldn’t that require a direct change to U.S. legislation?
WARREN: It’s possible to punch holes in Dodd Frank without directly repealing it. For example, harmonization of the capital 
standards and leverage ratios could be adjusted to help the big banks without ever directly contradicting Dodd Frank. But the
effects of Dodd Frank would be severely undercut.

PLUM LINE: Is there no scenario under which you ultimately support TPP?
WARREN: Trade deals matter…I am worried about key parts of this trade agreement. I would like to see changes. I believe in 
trade. I understand that we want to be a nation that trades, that trade creates many benefits for us. But only if done on terms that 
strengthen the American economy and American worker. …the American family, because that’s what this is really about.
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By Elizabeth Warren and Rosa DeLauro





Elizabeth Warren is a US senator from Massachusetts. Rosa DeLauro is a US representative from

Connecticut.
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I’m New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, and I want to thank so many of my fellow 
progressives – mayors, Members of the House and Senate, labor leaders, civil rights 
champions, and top progressive activists for joining us here today.
 
Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of progressive leaders in New York City to 
discuss the central crisis of our times – and that is income inequality .
 
We pledged to reach out to hundreds of our fellow progressives and work together to 
generate a serious, bold set of solutions to that crisis.
 
So today, we are announcing, and signing onto, “The Progressive Agenda to Combat 
Income Inequality.”
 
These 13 progressive ideas will make an enormous difference in combatting income 
inequality – BOLD steps like a $15 minimum wage…national paid sick and family leave 
laws…universal Pre-K, after-school and child care…closing the tax loopholes that CEOs, 
hedge fund managers, and billionaires use to avoid paying their fair share.
 
The Progressive Agenda is a bold first step.  And there will be more to come.
 
I’ve spoken to some of the folks assembled here about the next steps in this process – 
covering issues that range from an expansion of Social Security…to debt-free college…
investing in schools, not jails…and giving people returning home from prison a second 
chance at an economic future.  We look forward to adding to what we’re unveiling 
today.
 
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept.  America needs 
economic policies that reward WORK…and not just wealth.
 
And here’s why.
 
There’s something happening out there…an urgent call for change…given voice by 
everyday people across this country.  Just last month, more than 60,000 people took to 
the streets in 200 cities – all fighting for a higher minimum wage.
 



This isn’t business as usual.  It’s a new politics that puts PEOPLE ahead of profits…that 
values WORK instead of wealth.  We’ll be calling on candidates and elected officials to 
stiffen their backbones, champion the progressive policies that our nation needs…and 
join our growing cause.
 
We also ask everyday people across America to join us…to sign up at our website – 
Progressive Agenda DOT U-S.
 
And while you’re there, check out the beautiful statement of support written on behalf 
of our cause by the venerable Toni Morrison – whose words continue to enlighten and 
inspire so many Americans.
 
Now, let me turn the microphone over to someone who knows a little something about 
progressive values -- former DNC Chairman, Governor Howard Dean.
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

And what is the user name and password for the www.progressiveagenda.us website? I want to
take a look. Thanks
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DRAFT REMARKS 6 
Roosevelt Institute event 

Tuesday, May 12th 
10:35 AM – 10:50 AM (15 minutes) 

 
Thank you to Felicia Wong for that very kind introduction, and for your 
tremendous leadership as CEO and President of the Roosevelt Institute.  

 
I also want to thank Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, not only for producing this incredibly 
important, through-provoking analysis for rewriting the rules of our modern 
economy, but also for his advice and support. 

 
I also want to thank Senator Elizabeth Warren for her tireless advocacy on 
behalf of middle-class people – not just in her time as Senator, but for nearly 
four DECADES – as an academic, as a regulator, as a policy expert and 
advisor.  Like many of you, I’m inspired by her brilliance, her passion, and her 
lifelong dedication to challenging the most powerful interests on behalf of 
those whose voices too often go unheard.  

 
I also want to applaud the Roosevelt Institute for the invaluable contribution 
that they make to the public discourse, particularly on the matter that’s been 
discussed today – thinking big and bold about what it takes to fundamentally 
change the way our economy works…to ensure that we are creating a more 
just society…a place where EVERYONE gets a shot at a better life. 

 
I’m so proud to serve 8.5 million people as mayor of the greatest city on 
Earth. 

 
I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed then – and 
still believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that is income inequality. 

 
I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had become, 
particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re home to Wall Street, 
which has come roaring back – breaking record after record.  At the same 
time, 46 percent of our population was living at or near the poverty line.  

 
I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality posed a 
threat to those who were struggling…not simply because those in the middle 
class felt more and more anxious about staying IN the middle class…but 
because living in a Gilded City was a threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to 
what made New York so great for so many generations prior. 

 
So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real successes 
– universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who wants it.  We more 



than DOUBLED the number of young people with access to after-school 
programs. 

 
We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  We 
extended the living wage to thousands more.  More than 190,000 New 
Yorkers now have a municipal ID – and that number is rapidly growing.  

 
And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal affordable 
housing plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to building or preserving 
200,000 units of affordable housing, and requiring – for the first time ever – 
that developers include affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in 
New York. 

 
AND we have pledged to end poverty for 800,000 New Yorkers over the next 
ten years.  Nothing defines the fight against inequality more than lifting 
people out of poverty. 

 
We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality every way we 
know how – with every tool at our disposal. 

 
I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help 
rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  What 
happens in Washington – or doesn’t happen – makes an enormous difference 
to my 8.5 million constituents back home. 

 
When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon many policies 
first developed in states and cities across America.  His collaboration with my 
predecessor, New York Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, defined that era’s 
commitment to solving the challenge of economic inequality at every level of 
government. 
 
Governors, mayors, city and state legislatures – we all have the opportunity 
to incubate ideas at the local level, and create momentum for real, 
progressive national change. 

 
Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum -- have 
converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to enact bold structural 
changes to rebuild our middle class -- like many of the steps that Dr. Stiglitz is 
proposing today. 

 
In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just wealth.   

 
That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the minimum wage, 
strengthening the rights of workers to organize, and cracking down on wage 
theft. 



 
It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid sick and 
paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school programs and child care; 
and helping students graduate from college without a mountain of debt 
hanging over their heads. 

 
And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system more fair – 
closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the wealthy use to take their 
massive profits and wealth…and simply pile up greater profits and wealth for 
themselves. 

 
Just one example: the carried interest loophole that allows billionaire hedge 
fund managers to pay a lower overall tax rate than the hardworking men and 
women who clean their summer homes, or pilot their private jets.  That 
loophole needs to be closed NOW. 

 
Now you’ve heard why this sort of thing is possible.  It’s because the system 
is rigged to benefit those at the top – and to leave everybody else behind. 

 
We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to create more 
success stories. 

 
We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re willing to 
work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.” 

 
For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It was the 
definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that promise…that 
dream…has steadily slipped away. 

 
And that’s why we have to stand together.  Progressive economists, activists, 
academics, elected officials, and everyday Americans in all fifty states. 

 
And you know what?  The American people are already there.   

 
In 2014, four so-called “Red States” passed a minimum wage increase. 
 
Just look at the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, with more 
than 60,000 people taking to the streets to fight for a minimum wage.   

 
It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR voices…and to follow 
THEIR lead. 

 
It was Franklin Roosevelt himself who said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to 
help each other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an 
alien power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a 



President and Senators and Congressmen and government officials but the 
voters of this country.  END QUOTE. 

 
So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of economic 
inequality is massive.  But it is well within our power to take it head on, and a 
make a real difference. 

 
And we won’t do it from the top-down.  That never works.   

 
We’ll do it as a progressive force…city by city, neighborhood by 
neighborhood…listening to the people who sent us to make the change for 
which they hunger. 

 
Answering THEIR call…their DEMAND…that we create a more just nation, 
and an economy that works for EVERYONE again. 

 
Thank you.  

 
### 
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On Tue, May 12, 2015 at 9:12 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Gonna need someone to print Bdb remarks at national press club - sending as soon as I get in car and 
can connect laptop to iPhone hotspot

> On May 12, 2015, at 8:20 AM, jeani murray <  wrote:
>
> Send me whatever you need printed for today.  Will print and bring with me.  Thx!

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 
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DRAFT REMARKS
Mayor Bill de Blasio

Roosevelt Institute event
Tuesday, May 12th

10:35 AM – 10:50 AM (15 minutes)

Thank you to Felicia Wong for that very kind introduction, 
and for your tremendous leadership as CEO and President of 
the Roosevelt Institute.  

I also want to thank Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, not only for 
producing this incredibly important, through-provoking 
analysis for rewriting the rules of our modern economy, but 
also for his advice and support.

I also want to thank Senator Elizabeth Warren for her tireless 
advocacy on behalf of middle-class people – not just in her 
time as Senator, but for nearly four DECADES – as an 
academic, as a regulator, as a policy expert and advisor.  Like 
many of you, I’m inspired by her brilliance, her passion, and 
her lifelong dedication to challenging the most powerful 
interests on behalf of those whose voices too often go 
unheard. 

I also want to applaud the Roosevelt Institute for the 
invaluable contribution that they make to the public 
discourse, particularly on the matter that’s been discussed 
today – thinking big and bold about what it takes to 
fundamentally change the way our economy works…to 
ensure that we are creating a more just society…a place 
where EVERYONE gets a shot at a better life.

I’m so proud to serve 8.5 million people as mayor of the 
greatest city on Earth.
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I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I 
believed then – and still believe today – is the crisis of our 
times – and that is income inequality.

I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had 
become, particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  
We’re home to Wall Street, which has come roaring back –
breaking record after record.  At the same time, 46 percent of 
our population was living at or near the poverty line. 

I said that needed to change – not just become this vast 
inequality posed a threat to those who were struggling…not 
simply because those in the middle class felt more and more 
anxious about staying IN the middle class…but because 
living in a Gilded City was a threat to EVERY New 
Yorker…a threat to what made New York so great for so 
many generations prior.

So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved 
some real successes – universal, full-day Pre-K…for every 
single child who wants it.  We more than DOUBLED the 
number of young people with access to after-school 
programs.

We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New 
Yorkers.  We extended the living wage to thousands more.  
More than 190,000 New Yorkers now have a municipal ID – 
and that number is rapidly growing. 

And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal 
affordable housing plan in U.S. history – committing 
ourselves to building or preserving 200,000 units of 
affordable housing, and requiring – for the first time ever – 
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that developers include affordable housing as a CONDITION 
of building in New York.

AND we have pledged to end poverty for 800,000 New 
Yorkers over the next ten years.  Nothing defines the fight 
against inequality more than lifting people out of poverty.

We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling 
inequality every way we know how – with every tool at our 
disposal. 

I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New 
Yorkers, and to help rebuild New York’s middle class, 
doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  What happens in 
Washington – or doesn’t happen – makes an enormous
difference to my 8.5 million constituents back home.

When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied 
upon many policies first developed in states and cities across 
America.  His collaboration with my predecessor, New York 
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, defined that era’s commitment to 
solving the challenge of economic inequality at every level of 
government.

Governors, mayors, city and state legislatures – we all have 
the opportunity to incubate ideas at the local level, and create 
momentum for real, progressive national change.

Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum 
-- have converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to
enact bold structural changes to rebuild our middle class --
like many of the steps that Dr. Stiglitz is proposing today.
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In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not 
just wealth.  

That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the 
minimum wage, strengthening the rights of workers to 
organize, and cracking down on wage theft.

It means supporting working parents and their families – with 
paid sick and paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-
school programs and child care; and helping students 
graduate from college without a mountain of debt hanging 
over their heads.

And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax 
system more fair – closing tax loopholes that big corporations 
and the wealthy use to take their massive profits and 
wealth…and simply pile up greater profits and wealth for 
themselves. 

Just one example: the carried interest loophole that allows 
billionaire hedge fund managers to pay a lower overall tax 
rate than the hardworking men and women who clean their 
summer homes, or pilot their private jets.  That loophole 
needs to be closed NOW.

Now you’ve heard why this sort of thing is possible.  It’s 
because the system is rigged to benefit those at the top – and 
to leave everybody else behind.

We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to 
create more success stories.
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We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if 
you’re willing to work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your 
dreams.”

For generations, that was the promise of my city of New 
York.  It was the definition of the American dream.  But for 
too many, that promise…that dream…has steadily slipped 
away. 

And that’s why we have to stand together.  Progressive 
economists, activists, academics, elected officials, and 
everyday Americans in all fifty states.

And you know what?  The American people are already 
there.  

In 2014, four so-called “Red States” passed a minimum wage 
increase. 

Just look at the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 
cities, with more than 60,000 people taking to the streets to 
fight for a minimum wage.  

It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR 
voices…and to follow THEIR lead.

It was Franklin Roosevelt himself who said QUOTE: “Let us 
not be afraid to help each other.  Let us never forget that 
government is ourselves and not an alien power over us.  The 
ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a President and 
Senators and Congressmen and government officials but the 
voters of this country.  END QUOTE.

So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of 
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economic inequality is massive.  But it is well within our 
power to take it head on, and a make a real difference.

And we won’t do it from the top-down.  That never works.  

We’ll do it as a progressive force…city by city, 
neighborhood by neighborhood…listening to the people who 
sent us to make the change for which they hunger.

Answering THEIR call…their DEMAND…that we create a 
more just nation, and an economy that works for 
EVERYONE again.

Thank you. 

###
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Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 8:23 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Rebecca Katz <rkatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>, "Snyder, Thomas"
<TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <  "Wolfe, Emma"
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Davis <  Aaron PickrellEmail
<
Subject: Re: Bernie Sanders
 
Haha! 
 
You haven't been to Iowa or spent much time with the travelers.  They LOVE this shit. 

On Monday, May 11, 2015, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
For some reason, I don’t think anyone considers Sanders a “real” candidate
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<  Aaron PickrellEmail <



Subject: Re: Bernie Sanders
 
Does anyone think that then gets us in the heat with the people who were deeply concerned about their
signing up as it relates to their support for HRC?
He shows and no one else, looks like we are supporting him, IMHO.  Presidential politics totally eff this up. 
National reporters already want to write about that, IMHO. 
 
On Mon, May 11, 2015 at 7:48 PM, Rebecca Katz <rkatz@hilltoppublicsolutions.com> wrote:
Press asked about this and i said we were not planning on 2016ers.

If asked, we just say he wanted to come and we didn't say no?
 
On Mon, May 11, 2015 at 7:45 PM, Snyder, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
That is my recollection as well. But does this mean he's speaking too?

Sent from my iPhone

On May 11, 2015, at 7:37 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Adding Tom and Emma.   I *think* we said that while we weren't inviting presidentials, we
wouldn't turn them down.  For some reason, I'm much more okay with Bernie being there
than, say, O'Malley or Webb. 

On May 11, 2015, at 6:56 PM, Hayley Prim <  wrote:
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Hayley Prim
c: 

--
Rebecca Kirszner Katz
(718) 858-7161 — work

 — cell
@RebeccaKKatz
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I’m New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, and I want to thank so many of my fellow
progressives – mayors, Members of the House and Senate, labor leaders, civil
rights champions, and top progressive activists for joining us here today.
 
Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of progressive leaders in New York City
to discuss the central crisis of our times – and that is income inequality.
 
We pledged to reach out to hundreds of our fellow progressives and work
together to generate a serious, bold set of solutions to that crisis.
 
So today, we are announcing, and signing onto, “The Progressive Agenda to
Combat Income Inequality.”
 
These 13 progressive ideas will make an enormous difference in combatting
income inequality – BOLD steps like a $15 minimum wage…national paid sick
and family leave laws…universal Pre-K, after-school and child care…closing the
tax loopholes that CEOs, hedge fund managers, and billionaires use to avoid



paying their fair share.
 
The Progressive Agenda is a bold first step.  And there will be more to come.
 
I’ve spoken to some of the folks assembled here about the next steps in this
process – covering issues that range from an expansion of Social Security…to
debt-free college…investing in schools, not jails…and giving people returning
home from prison a second chance at an economic future.  We look forward to
adding to what we’re unveiling today.
 
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept.  America needs
economic policies that reward WORK…and not just wealth.
 
And here’s why.
 
There’s something happening out there…an urgent call for change…given voice
by everyday people across this country.  Just last month, more than 60,000
people took to the streets in 200 cities – all fighting for a higher minimum wage.
 
This isn’t business as usual.  It’s a new politics that puts PEOPLE ahead of
profits…that values WORK instead of wealth.  We’ll be calling on candidates and
elected officials to stiffen their backbones, champion the progressive policies
that our nation needs…and join our growing cause.
 
We also ask everyday people across America to join us…to sign up at our
website – Progressive Agenda DOT U-S.
 
And while you’re there, check out the beautiful statement of support written on
behalf of our cause by the venerable Toni Morrison – whose words continue to
enlighten and inspire so many Americans.
 
Now, let me turn the microphone over to someone who knows a little
something about progressive values -- former DNC Chairman, Governor Howard
Dean.
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I’m New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, and I want to thank so many of my fellow 
progressives – mayors, Members of the House and Senate, labor leaders, civil rights 
champions, and top progressive activists for joining us here today.
 
Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of progressive leaders in New York City to 
discuss the central crisis of our times – and that is income inequality .
 
We pledged to reach out to hundreds of our fellow progressives and work together to 
generate a serious, bold set of solutions to that crisis.
 
So today, we are announcing, and signing onto, “The Progressive Agenda to Combat 
Income Inequality.”
 
These 13 progressive ideas will make an enormous difference in combatting income 
inequality – BOLD steps like a $15 minimum wage…national paid sick and family leave 
laws…universal Pre-K, after-school and child care…closing the tax loopholes that CEOs, 
hedge fund managers, and billionaires use to avoid paying their fair share.
 
The Progressive Agenda is a bold first step.  And there will be more to come.
 
I’ve spoken to many in our coalition about the next chapter in this effort – covering 
issues that range from an expansion of Social Security…to debt-free college…to 
investing in schools, not jails…and giving people returning home from prison a second 
chance at an economic future.  We look forward to soon adding those priorities to what 
we’re unveiling today.
 
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept.  America needs 
economic policies that reward WORK…and not just wealth.
 
And here’s why.
 
There’s something happening out there…an urgent call for change…given voice by 
everyday people across this country.  Just last month, more than 60,000 people took to 



the streets in 200 cities – all fighting for a higher minimum wage.
 
This isn’t business as usual.  It’s a new politics that puts PEOPLE ahead of profits…that 
values WORK instead of wealth.  We’ll be calling on candidates and elected officials to 
stiffen their backbones, champion the progressive policies that our nation needs…and 
join our growing cause.
 
We also ask everyday people across America to join us…to sign up at our website – 
Progressive Agenda DOT U-S.
 
And while you’re there, please read the beautiful invocation on behalf of our cause 
written by none other than the legendary Toni Morrison…part of that original group 
who launched this effort in April…a woman whose words inform and inspire so many 
millions across our nation.
 
Now, let me turn the microphone over to someone who knows a little something about 
progressive values -- former DNC Chairman, Governor Howard Dean.
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I’m New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, and I want to thank so many of my fellow 
progressives – mayors, Members of the House and Senate, labor leaders, civil rights 
champions, and top progressive activists for joining us here today. 
 
Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of progressive leaders in New York City to 
discuss the central crisis of our times – and that is income inequality. 
 
We pledged to reach out to hundreds of our fellow progressives and work together 
to generate a serious, bold set of solutions to that crisis. 
 
So today, we are announcing, and signing onto, “The Progressive Agenda to Combat 
Income Inequality.” 
 
These 13 progressive ideas will make an enormous difference in combatting income 
inequality – BOLD steps like a $15 minimum wage…national paid sick and family 
leave laws…universal Pre-K, after-school and child care…closing the tax loopholes 
that CEOs, hedge fund managers, and billionaires use to avoid paying their fair 
share. 
 
The Progressive Agenda is a bold first step.  And there will be more to come. 
 
I’ve spoken to many in our coalition about the next chapter in this effort – covering 
issues that range from an expansion of Social Security…to debt-free college…to 
investing in schools, not jails…and giving people returning home from prison a 
second chance at an economic future.  We look forward to soon adding those 
priorities to what we’re unveiling today. 
 
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept.  America needs 
economic policies that reward WORK…and not just wealth. 
 
And here’s why. 
 
There’s something happening out there…an urgent call for change…given voice by 
everyday people across this country.  Just last month, more than 60,000 people took 
to the streets in 200 cities – all fighting for a higher minimum wage.  
 
This isn’t business as usual.  It’s a new politics that puts PEOPLE ahead of 
profits…that values WORK instead of wealth.  We’ll be calling on candidates and 
elected officials to stiffen their backbones, champion the progressive policies that 
our nation needs…and join our growing cause. 
 



We also ask everyday people across America to join us…to sign up at our website – 
Progressive Agenda DOT U-S. 
 
And while you’re there, please read the beautiful invocation on behalf of our cause 
written by none other than the legendary Toni Morrison…part of that original group 
who launched this effort in April…a woman whose words inform and inspire so 
many millions across our nation. 
 
Now, let me turn the microphone over to someone who knows a little something 
about progressive values -- former DNC Chairman, Governor Howard Dean. 
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You were going to talk to her.  MPC can give you time
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"As proud as we are of our work today, I want to acknowledge
that this document still has room for some improvements.

So I will be working personally with coalition members this
week to strengthen the document -- to include ideas like debt
free college, expanding social security and criminal justice
reform.



economic

In addition to my work with this coalition, I will be working
closely with Van Jones, Ben Jealous and others to help ensure
that leaders across the political spectrum take up the cause of
criminal justice reform.

For our economy, for communities of color and for our nation
as a whole -- this cause matters.



announce
work-in-progress

as a part of



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: Fw: WH pool report #3 (part I)
Reply-To:

From
Sent
To
Subject





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



 1 

REMARKS AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY
Mayor Bill de Blasio

Roosevelt Institute event
Tuesday, May 12th

Thank you to Felicia Wong for that very kind introduction, and for your 
tremendous leadership as CEO and President of the Roosevelt Institute.  

I also want to thank Dr. Joseph Stiglitz, not only for producing this incredibly 
important, through-provoking analysis for rewriting the rules of our modern 
economy, but also for his advice and support. 

I also want to thank Senator Elizabeth Warren for her tireless advocacy on behalf 
of middle-class people – not just in her time as Senator, but for nearly four 
DECADES – as an academic, as a regulator, as a policy expert and advisor.  Like 
many of you, I’m inspired by her brilliance, her passion, and her lifelong 
dedication to challenging the most powerful interests on behalf of those whose 
voices too often go unheard.  

I also want to applaud the Roosevelt Institute for the invaluable contribution that 
they make to the public discourse, particularly on the matter that’s been discussed 
today – thinking big and bold about what it takes to fundamentally change the 
way our economy works…to ensure that we are creating a more just society…a 
place where EVERYONE gets a shot at a better life.

I’m so proud to serve 8.5 million people as mayor of the greatest city on Earth. 

I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed then – and still 
believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that is income inequality.

I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had become, particularly 
since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re home to Wall Street, which has 
come roaring back – breaking record after record.  At the same time, 46 percent of 
our population was living at or near the poverty line.  

I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality posed a threat 
to those who were struggling…not simply because those in the middle class felt 
more and more anxious about staying IN the middle class…but because living in 
a Gilded City was a threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to what made New 
York so great for so many generations prior. 

So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real successes – 
universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who wants it.  We more than
DOUBLED the number of young people with access to after-school programs. 
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We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  We extended 
the living wage to thousands more.  More than 190,000 New Yorkers now have a 
municipal ID – and that number is rapidly growing.  

And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal affordable housing 
plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to building or preserving 200,000 
units of affordable housing, and requiring – for the first time ever – that 
developers include affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in New 
York. 

AND we have pledged to end poverty for 800,000 New Yorkers over the next ten 
years.  Nothing defines the fight against inequality more than lifting people out of 
poverty. 

We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality every way we 
know how – with every tool at our disposal. 

I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help 
rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  What 
happens in Washington – or doesn’t happen – makes an enormous difference to 
my 8.5 million constituents back home. 

When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon many policies 
first developed in states and cities across America.  His collaboration with my 
predecessor, New York Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, defined that era’s 
commitment to solving the challenge of economic inequality at every level of 
government. 

Governors, mayors, city and state legislatures – we all have the opportunity to 
incubate ideas at the local level, and create momentum for real, progressive 
national change.

Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum -- have converged.  
And NOW is the time for our country to enact bold structural changes to rebuild 
our middle class -- like the steps that Dr. Stiglitz is proposing today.

In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just wealth.   

That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the minimum wage, 
strengthening the rights of workers to organize, and cracking down on wage theft. 

It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid sick and paid 
family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school programs and child care; and 
helping students graduate from college without a mountain of debt hanging over 
their heads.
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And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system more fair –
closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the wealthy use to take their 
massive profits and wealth…and simply pile up greater profits and wealth for 
themselves.

Just one example: the carried interest loophole that allows billionaire hedge fund 
managers to pay a lower overall tax rate than the hardworking men and women 
who clean their summer homes, or pilot their private jets.  That loophole needs to 
be closed NOW.

Now you’ve heard why this sort of thing is possible.  It’s because the system is 
rigged to benefit those at the top – and to leave everybody else behind. 

We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to create more success 
stories.

We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re willing to work 
hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.” 

For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It was the 
definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that promise…that 
dream…has steadily slipped away.

And that’s why we have to stand together.  Progressive economists, activists, 
academics, elected officials, and everyday Americans in all fifty states.

And you know what?  The American people are already there.   

In 2014, four so-called “Red States” passed a minimum wage increase.

Just look at the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, with more than 
60,000 people taking to the streets to fight for a minimum wage.   

It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR voices…and to follow 
THEIR lead.

It was Franklin Roosevelt himself who said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to help 
each other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an alien 
power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a President and 
Senators and Congressmen and government officials but the voters of this 
country.  END QUOTE.

So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of economic inequality 
is massive.  But it is well within our power to take it head on, and a make a real 
difference.



 4 

And we won’t do it from the top-down.  That never works.   

We’ll do it as a progressive force…city by city, neighborhood by 
neighborhood…listening to the people who sent us to make the change for which 
they hunger. 

Answering THEIR call…their DEMAND…that we create a more just nation, and 
an economy that works for EVERYONE again. 

Thank you. 

###



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Funky.. But whatever

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 12:20 PM
To: "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: Quinnipiac NYC MAYOR Advisory

Poll results:
 
MBdB approval 44-40 (49-40 in January)
 
Natl push a distraction:  46 yes; 42 no
 
 
Large racial splits remain:
 
AA: 68-19 (78-15 in Jan)
 
W: 34-56 (32-57)
 
L: 48-32 (32-57)
 
59-30 – Honest and trustoworthy
 
50-44 – understands my probs
 
44-50 – strong leader
 
Schools – Approve handling of schools 41-42 (48-33 in Jan)
 
Crime – Approve handling of crime 42-49 (50-41 in Jan)
 
Mayoral control: 28 – mayor sole control; 60 – shared control
 
 
 

From:
Sent:



Subject:

MEDIA ADVISORY
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY RELEASES RESULTS OF NEW 

YORK CITY POLL ON MAYOR DE BLASIO, PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Tuesday, May 12th,  3:00 PM, City Hall, 
Room 9.

 DATE:  TUESDAY, MAY 12TH

 TIME:  3:00 P.M.

 PLACE:  CITY HALL
 ROOM 9

###
@QuinnipiacPoll



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From
Sent
To
Subject





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

He says, “I’ve been called Hitler for doing this…this is an actual quote from a hedge fund manager”
 
Now quoting story about top 25 hedge fund managers making more than all the kindergarten
teachers in the country…stealing our 3:00 p.m. remarks!!!
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From
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Subject





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hold.  He’s rewriting.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 1:03 PM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <
Subject: Re: TPA tweet

How about this?

Ending mass incarceration, esp for people of color, is key to a fair society.  
#p2Agenda will take this on. @TheRevAl @VanJones68 @hmcghee 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 12:50 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA tweet

Ending mass incarceration, esp for people of color, is key to our future as a fair society.  The 
Progressive Agenda will take on this issue



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

WH just sent another:
 
 
From
Sent
To
Subject
 
WH pool report #3 (part IV)
(Final chapter from the poverty forum.)   
 
Q. Dionne asks POTUS about role for religious/faith communities in poverty.
 
POTUS:
"I think that faith based groups across the country and around the world understand the centrality
and importance of this issue in an intimate way."
 
"They are embedded in communities," Obama says.
 
"When I think about my own Christian faith and my own obligations it is important for me to do
what I can myself individually," Obama says. "But I also think it's important to have a voice in the
larger debate and I think it would be powerful for our faith based organizations to speak out on this
in a more forceful fashion."
 
"This may sound self-interested" ... POTUS notes that he disagrees with the evangelicals on some
issues "there is great caring and great concern but when it comes to what are you really going after,
what is the defining issues when you are talking in your congregations .... this is often viewed as a
'nice to have' relative to an issue like abortion."
 
"That's how it's perceived in our political circles," Obama said.  
 
"I think people don't set out wanting to be selfish," Obama said. 
 
"Nobody has said that better than Pope Francis who has been transformative through his sincerity
and insistence that this is vital to who we are" Obama says 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 



As requested, here are all the pool reports in a single email. There might be more to follow, but
White House hasn’t sent yet:
 
 
From
Sent
To
Subject
 
WH Pool Report #3 (part I)
 
Georgetown University President
John J. DeGioia introduced POTUS. 
 

Potus spoke on a panel at Gaston Hall in Georgetown University, which is a stunning auditorium with
religious scenes and gold leaf painted on the walls.
 

Other panel members include Robert Putnam (Author "Our Kids")
Arthur Brooks (Prez of AEI)
EJ Dionne (WaPo columnist)
 

 

OBAMA (check quotes against transcript):
"I think we are at a moment in part of what happened in Baltimore and Ferguson and other places ...
where it might be able to refocus attention on poverty."
 

"Part of the reason I thought this venue would be useful is that we have been stuck, I think for a
long time, in a debate that creates a couple of straw men."
 

Obama says the "stereotype" on the left of people who want to throw money at poverty
(paraphrasing here.)
 

Then you have "cold hearted capitalist types" who are reading "Ayn Ryan" (audience of mostly
student laughs)
 

"We can do something about these issues. I think it is a mistake for us to suggest somehow that
effort effort we make has failed and we are powerless to address poverty."
 
Points to statistics showing poverty has gone down in some places. 
 



"One of the things I'm always concerned about is cynicism." 
 
Obama says he walks around the South Lawn with his CoS, and they talk about "values" -- and tell
each other they must "guard against cynicism" especially in "this town."  

Sent from my iPhone
 
 
 
From
Sent
To
Subject
 
WH pool report #3 (part II). Poverty panel at Georgetown
 
Q. From EJ Dionne to POTUS: What is something we could actually get done. (Makes joke about how
the audience is religious, and believes in miracles.)
 
"The best anti-poverty program is a job," Obama says. 
 
"What has happened is that since 1973 over the last 40 years, the share of income going to the
bottom 90 percent has shrunk," Obama says.
 
"We can't talk about poverty without talking about the middle class."
 
POTUS notes that he's read Robert Putnam's book on poverty. ("Our Kids.)
 
"There have always been trends inwhich concentrations of wealth can lead to  some being left
behind. What's happened in our economy is those doing better are withdrawing from the
commons." (Kids go to private schools, work in private clubs.)
 
Says that government has been "under attack" for the past 30 years. 
 
Obama challenges  Putnam's view that the 1960s were a rosier time for mobility 
"Even back in Bob's day that was happening, it was happening to black people," Obama says.
 
"Who had access to the fire fighters job" all those "were foreclosed to the minority population for
decades," POTUS says.
 
"It's hard being poor. People don't like being poor. It's time consuming, it's stressful. It's hard,"
Obama says.
 
"I say all this and I notice this is not an answer to your question," Obama says.
 
POTUS points to state, local and federal budgets. "We don't make those same common investments



that we used to, and it's made an impact," Obama says
 
"Part of what happened in our politics and part of what has shifted ... elites in a very mobile
globalized world are able to live together away from folks who are not as wealthy. They feel less of a
commitment to making those investments," Obama says.
 
"What used to be racial segregation mirrors itself in class segregation," Obama says.
 
There has always been a strain in American politics where if you are struggling "who are you mad
at" Obama says. "To suggest that the poor are sponges, leaches" got traction, Obama says. 
 
"If you watch FOX news on a constant basis, it is a constant menu. They will make me mad. I don't
know where they find them," Obama says. Obama makes some reference to the "Obama-phone."
 
"If we are going to change how John Boehner and Mitch McConnell think" we are going to have to
change our body politic, Obama says.
 
Says we will have to change the ways news media reports on poverty. 
 
Obama name checks Pres Lincoln, says he supported land grant colleges. 
 
Now Brooks, the conservative on the panel, starts talking. 
Brooks: "No economist says we don't need public goods."
 
"When we don't make cost benefit calculations" on what to the public pays for then "the poor pays"
Brooks says 
 

Sent from my iPhone
 

 
From
Sent
To
Subject
 
WH Pool Report #3 (part III)
 
Georgetown University poverty forum. (Note on attendance -- 700 people are here from WH per
Mary A. Haines
Deputy Director of Protocol & Events Georgetown University)
 
POTUS speaking again. He seems to be using the phrase "turbo charged" a lot. 
 
Talks about how CEO pays has increased significantly. Mentions Ayn Rand for the second time.



 
POTUS turns to a comment that Dionne made earlier. The comment was that POTUS speaks
differently when talking to a black audience than, say, an all female audience.
 
"If I'm giving a commencement with Morehouse, I will have a convo about men taking
responsibilities as fathers," Obama says. 
 
"I make no apology for that. 
the reason is because I'm a black man who grew up without a father," Obama says. 
 
"For me to have that conversation doesn't negate the need for early childhood programs" Obama
says.
 
"I have a bunch of kids right now who are graduating and I want them to know they can have an
impact," Obama says. Talks about his "My Brothers Keeper" program.
 
Says that when a young black person asks him about how he might forgive an absentee father ....
"I'm not going to have a conversation with him about macro economics," Obama says. 
 
"We are going to argue hard for those public investments. We're going to argue hard for early
education," Obama says. 
 
"I'm all for values, I'm all for character." ... "All of those things are shaped by what they see," Obama
says.
 
"Some of those kids aren't going to get enough help with that," Obama says.
 
POTUS starts talking about closing the carried interest loophole. "I've been called Hitler for doing
this," Obama says. 
 
Obama says top 25 hedgefund managers make more money than all kindergarden teachers in the
country. 
 
"I'm not saying this because I dislike hedge fund managers or think they are evil," Obama says. "You
pretty much have more than you'll ever use and your family will ever use."
 
Says closing the carried interest loophole could pay for early childhood education. 
 
"If we can't ask for societies lottery winners for that modest contribution than really this
conversation is all for show," Obama says (audience claps.)
 

Sent from my iPhone
 
 



--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Speaking briefly about the criminal justice system, he evoked the death of Eric Garner last July, but
appeared not to remember his name.
 
“Remember when the fellow was dying in New York, who was selling the illegal cigarettes in the
street and he had a bunch of kids and he was very much overweight and was put in a chokehold and
his cardio-vascular system failed,” Clinton said.
He contrasted the tragedy of his death and the protests it sparked with the death of Ezell Ford, a
civilian, by police hands in Los Angeles days later, where there were no protests because a system of
“community decision makers” was instituted to review every police incident.
 
There weren’t riots,” Clinton said. “People felt like they were part of a process that treated them like
they mattered. That their children’s lives were not insignificant…that’s the big test of the entire
world.”

Read more: http://www.politico.com/story/2015/05/bill-clinton-immigration-citizenship-path-
117856.html#ixzz3ZwfAxWB3
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

They all look the same to me. Whats changing?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

DRAFT REMARKS FINAL
TPA KICK-OFF

5/12/15
 

I’m New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, and I want to thank so many of my fellow progressives –
mayors, Members of the House and Senate, labor leaders, civil rights champions, and top
progressive activists for joining us here today.
 
Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of progressive leaders in New York City to discuss
the central crisis of our times – and that is income inequality.
 
We pledged to reach out to hundreds of our fellow progressives and work together to
generate a serious, bold set of solutions to that crisis.
 
So today, we are announcing, and signing onto, “The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income
Inequality.”
 
These 13 progressive ideas will make an enormous difference in combatting income
inequality – BOLD steps like a $15 minimum wage…national paid sick and family leave laws…
universal Pre-K, after-school and child care…closing the tax loopholes that CEOs, hedge fund
managers, and billionaires use to avoid paying their fair share.
 
The Progressive Agenda is a bold first step.  And there will be more to come.
 
I’ve spoken to many in our coalition about the next chapter in this effort – covering issues
that range from an expansion of Social Security…to debt-free college…to investing in
schools, not jails…and giving people returning home from prison a second chance at an
economic future.  We look forward to soon adding those priorities to what we’re unveiling
today.
 



The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept.  America needs economic
policies that reward WORK…and not just wealth.
 
And here’s why.
 
There’s something happening out there…an urgent call for change…given voice by everyday
people across this country.  Just last month, more than 60,000 people took to the streets in
200 cities – all fighting for a higher minimum wage.
 
This isn’t business as usual.  It’s a new politics that puts PEOPLE ahead of profits…that values
WORK instead of wealth.  We’ll be calling on candidates and elected officials to stiffen their
backbones, champion the progressive policies that our nation needs…and join our growing
cause.
 
We also ask everyday people across America to join us…to sign up at our website –
Progressive Agenda DOT U-S.
 
And while you’re there, please read the beautiful invocation on behalf of our cause
authored by the legendary Toni Morrison…a “founding member” of the group gathered here
today…a woman whose words inform and inspire so many millions across our nation.
 
Now, let me turn to someone whose extraordinary work and commitment to genuine
grassroots action has literally transformed progressive politics…former DNC Chairman,
Governor Howard Dean.
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

ASAP

From: <Singleton>, Jessica <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 1:14 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <  
"Rodriguez, Tobias (Media)" <tobrodriguez@digital.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA tweet

+ Tobias. What is the timing for this?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Here’s what MBDB approved:

Money spent on prisons better spent on education, jobs.  Will work with 
@TheRevAl @VanJones68 @hmcghee to end mass incarceration. 
#p2Agenda
 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 1:03 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <
Subject: Re: TPA tweet
 
Boss making edits
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
How about this?
 



Ending mass incarceration, esp for people of color, is key to a fair society.  
#p2Agenda will take this on. @TheRevAl @VanJones68 @hmcghee 
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 12:50 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika" 
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA tweet
 
Ending mass incarceration, esp for people of color, is key to our future as a fair society.  The 
Progressive Agenda will take on this issue



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ok
JS/TR can you que up
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Sooner the better
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 1:14 PM
To: "Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Richardson, Jerika" <JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <
"Rodriguez, Tobias (Media)" <tobrodriguez@digital.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA tweet
 
Before 3 pm
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
+ Tobias. What is the timing for this?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Here’s what MBDB approved:

Money spent on prisons better spent on education, jobs.  Will work with
@TheRevAl @VanJones68 @hmcghee to end mass incarceration.
#p2Agenda
 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 1:03 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Hayley Prim <
Subject: Re: TPA tweet
 
Boss making edits
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
How about this?
 

Ending mass incarceration, esp for people of color, is key to a fair society. 
#p2Agenda will take this on. @TheRevAl @VanJones68 @hmcghee 
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 12:50 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Richardson, Jerika"
<JLRichardson@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA tweet
 
Ending mass incarceration, esp for people of color, is key to our future as a fair society.  The
Progressive Agenda will take on this issue



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Making sure you guys are aware:
 

Jonathan Weisman (@jonathanweisman)

5/12/15, 1:06 PM
Pro trade Dems emerge from meeting saying they will block TPA. Wyden, Bennet, Warner,
Feinstein, Nelson, Murray, McCaskill, Cantwell

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
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DRAFT REMARKS FINAL 
TPA KICK-OFF 

5/12/15 
 

I’m New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, and I want to thank so many of my fellow 
progressives – mayors, Members of the House and Senate, labor leaders, civil rights 
champions, and top progressive activists for joining us here today. 
 
Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of progressive leaders in New York City to 
discuss the central crisis of our times – and that is income inequality. 
 
We pledged to reach out to hundreds of our fellow progressives and work together 
to generate a serious, bold set of solutions to that crisis. 
 
So today, we are announcing, and signing onto, “The Progressive Agenda to Combat 
Income Inequality.” 
 
These 13 progressive ideas will make an enormous difference in combatting income 
inequality – BOLD steps like a $15 minimum wage…national paid sick and family 
leave laws…universal Pre-K, after-school and child care…closing the tax loopholes 
that CEOs, hedge fund managers, and billionaires use to avoid paying their fair 
share. 
 
The Progressive Agenda is a bold first step.  And there will be more to come. 
 
I’ve spoken to many in our coalition about the next chapter in this effort – covering 
issues that range from an expansion of Social Security…to debt-free college…to 
investing in schools, not jails…and giving people returning home from prison a 
second chance at an economic future.  We look forward to soon adding those 
priorities to what we’re unveiling today. 
 
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept.  America needs 
economic policies that reward WORK…and not just wealth. 
 
And here’s why. 
 
There’s something happening out there…an urgent call for change…given voice by 
everyday people across this country.  Just last month, more than 60,000 people took 
to the streets in 200 cities – all fighting for a higher minimum wage.  
 
This isn’t business as usual.  It’s a new politics that puts PEOPLE ahead of 
profits…that values WORK instead of wealth.  We’ll be calling on candidates and 
elected officials to stiffen their backbones, champion the progressive policies that 
our nation needs…and join our growing cause. 
 



We also ask everyday people across America to join us…to sign up at our website – 
Progressive Agenda DOT U-S. 
 
And while you’re there, please read the beautiful invocation on behalf of our cause 
authored by the legendary Toni Morrison…a “founding member” of the group 
gathered here today…a woman whose words inform and inspire so many millions 
across our nation. 
 
Now, let me turn to someone whose extraordinary work and commitment to 
genuine grassroots action has literally transformed progressive politics…former 
DNC Chairman, Governor Howard Dean. 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

What's the call?

From
Sent
To
Subject

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: Hayley says he should be there between 250pm and
300pm



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This was handled. Being uploaded now on website. 

From
Sent
To

Cc

Subject

We are working on it! 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Audio is fine -- doesn't need to be video. But video is good too

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Excellent!! Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

don’t want to be late!  Car time is fun time

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 2:22 PM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Hayley says he should be there between 250pm and 300pm

Jdc says head over there and sit in the car 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 12, 2015, at 2:21 PM, Hagelgans, Andrea <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

What's the call?
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
? - should we leave later 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Grybauskas, Stefan" <SGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: May 12, 2015 at 2:03:44 PM EDT
To: "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Hayley says he should be there between 250pm and 300pm

Stefan Grybauskas
Associate Director of Advance
Office of the Mayor
City of New York



C: 347-515-5874
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Date:
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Sent:
To:
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
For Immediate Release                                                                                      May 12,

2015

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN CONVERSATION ON POVERTY

Georgetown University
Washington, D.C.

11:39 A.M. EDT

MR. DIONNE: It's a real honor to be here today with my two Presidents -- President Obama and President DeGioia. 
(Laughter.) And my friend, David Brooks, hurled the most vicious insult at me ever once when he said that I was the
only person he ever met whose eyes lit up at the words, “panel discussion.” (Laughter.) And I have to confess my eyes
did light up when I was asked to do this particular panel discussion -- and not just for the obvious reason, to my left
-- and, again, it's a real honor to be with you, Mr. President -- or Arthur or Bob.

Poverty is a subject we talk about mainly when tragic events, such as those we witnessed recently in Baltimore,
grab our attention. Then we push it aside; we bury it; we say it's not politically shrewd to talk about it. So I
salute Georgetown, my friend John Carr and Galen Carey, and all the other extraordinary people who are gathered here for
the poverty summit from all religious traditions all over the country.

Our friend, Jim Wallace, once said that if you cut everything Jesus said about the poor out of the Gospel you have
a book full of holes. And these are evangelicals, Catholics and others who understand what the Scripture said. 

Just two quick organizing points on our discussion. The first is that when it's time to go, please keep your seat
so the President can be escorted out. The other is that Bob and Arthur and I all agreed that we should direct somewhat
more attention to President Obama than to the other members of the panel. (Laughter.) I just say that -- I say that
in advance so that you know this was our call and not some exercise in executive power. (Laughter.) This was our
decision to do this. (Applause.) 

And in any event, we hope this will be a back-and-forth kind of discussion. Bob and Arthur, feel free to
interrupt the President if you feel like it. (Laughter.) 

My first question, Mr. President, is the obvious one. A friend of mine said yesterday, when do Presidents do
panels? And what came to mind is the late Admiral Stockdale, “Who am I? Why am I here?” (Laughter.) And I'd like to
ask you why you decided -- this is a very unusual venue for a President to put himself in -- and I'd like to ask you
where do you hope this discussion will lead beyond today? 

And I was struck with something you said in your speech last week. You said, politicians talk about poverty and
inequality, and then gut policies that help alleviate poverty and reverse inequality. Why are you doing this, and how
do you want us to come out of here?  

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, I want to thank President DeGioia, the Georgetown community, all the groups --
nonprofits, faith-based groups and others -- who are hosting this today. And I want to thank this terrific panel.

I think that we are at a moment -- in part because of what’s happened in Baltimore and Ferguson and other places,
but in part because a growing awareness of inequality in our society -- where it may be possible not only to refocus
attention on the issue of poverty, but also maybe to bridge some of the gaps that have existed and the ideological
divides that have prevented us from making progress.

And there are a lot of folks here who I have worked with -- they disagree with me on some issues, but they have
great sincerity when it comes to wanting to deal with helping the least of these. And so this is a wonderful occasion
for us to join together.

Part of the reason I thought this venue would be useful and I wanted to have a dialogue with Bob and Arthur is
that we have been stuck, I think for a long time, in a debate that creates a couple of straw men. The stereotype is
that you’ve got folks on the left who just want to pour more money into social programs, and don't care anything about
culture or parenting or family structures, and that's one stereotype. And then you’ve got cold-hearted, free market,
capitalist types who are reading Ayn Rand and -- (laughter) -- think everybody are moochers. And I think the truth is
more complicated. 

I think that there are those on the conservative spectrum who deeply care about the least of these, deeply care
about the poor; exhibit that through their churches, through community groups, through philanthropic efforts, but are
suspicious of what government can do. And then there are those on the left who I think are in the trenches every day
and see how important parenting is and how important family structures are, and the connective tissue that holds
communities together and recognize that that contributes to poverty when those structures fray, but also believe that
government and resources can make a difference in creating an environment in which young people can succeed despite
great odds.

And it seems to me that if coming out of this conversation we can have a both/and conversation rather than
either/or conversation, then we’ll be making some progress. 

And the last point I guess I want to make is I also want to emphasize we can do something about these issues. I
think it is a mistake for us to suggest that somehow every effort we make has failed and we are powerless to address
poverty. That’s just not true. First of all, just in absolute terms, the poverty rate when you take into account tax
and transfer programs, has been reduced about 40 percent since 1967. 

Now, that does not lessen our concern about communities where poverty remains chronic. It does suggest, though,
that we have been able to lessen poverty when we decide we want to do something about it. In every low-income
community around the country, there are programs that work to provide ladders of opportunity to young people; we just
haven't figured out how to scale them up. 

And so one of the things I’m always concerned about is cynicism. My Chief of Staff, Denis McDonough -- we take
walks around the South Lawn, usually when the weather is good, and a lot of it is policy talk, sometimes it’s just talk
about values. And one of our favorite sayings is, our job is to guard against cynicism, particularly in this town. And
I think it’s important when it comes to dealing with issues of poverty for us to guard against cynicism, and not buy
the idea that the poor will always be with us and there’s nothing we can do -- because there’s a lot we can do. The
question is do we have the political will, the communal will to do something about it.

MR. DIONNE: Thank you, Mr. President. I feel as a journalist maybe I’m the one representative of cynicism up here
-- (laughter) -- so I’ll try to do my job. I want to go through the panel and come back to you, Mr. President. I want
to invite Bob, and I’m going to encourage us to reach for solutions. But before we get there, I think it’s important
to say that your book, Bob, your book, “Our Kids,” is above all a moral call on the country to think about all the kids
in the country who have been left out as our kids, in some deep way. And you make the point that the better off and



the poor are now so far apart that the fortunate don’t even see the lives of the unlucky and the left behind. You
wrote, “Before I began this research, I was like that.” 

And following on what the President said, you insist that the decline in social mobility, the blocking of the
American Dream for so many is a purple problem. And I may have some questions later on that, but I really would like
you to lay out the red and blue components. And also, how do we break through a politics in which food stamp
recipients are still somehow cast as privileged or the poor are demonized. But I’d like you to lay out sort of the
moral call of your book.

MR. PUTNAM: Thanks, E.J., and thanks to the President and to Arthur for joining me in this conversation.

I think in this domain there’s good news and bad news, and it’s important to begin with the bad news because we
have to understand where we are. The President is absolutely right that the War on Poverty did make a real difference,
but it made a difference more for poverty among people of my age than it did for poverty among kids. 

And with respect to kids, I completely agree with the President that we know about some things that would work and
things that would make a real difference in the lives of poor kids, but what the book that you’ve deferred to, “Our
Kids,” what it presents is a lot of evidence of growing gaps between rich kids and poor kids; that over the last 30 or
40 years, things have gotten better and better for kids coming from well-off homes, and worse and worse for kids coming
from less well-off homes. 

And I don’t mean Bill Gates and some homeless person. I mean people coming from college-educated homes -- their
kids are doing better and better, and people coming from high school-educated homes, they’re kids aren’t. And it’s not
just that there’s this class gap, but a class gap on our watch -- I don’t mean just the President’s watch, but I mean
on my generation’s watch -- that gap has grown. 

And you can see it in measures of family stability. You can see it in measures of the investments that parents are
able to make in their kids, the investments of money and the investments of time. You can see it in the quality of
schools kids go to. You can see it in the character of the social and community support that kids -- rich kids and
poor kids are getting from their communities. Church attendance is a good example of that, actually. Churches are an
important source of social support for kids outside their own family, but church attendance is down much more rapidly
among kids coming from impoverished backgrounds than among kids coming from wealthy backgrounds. 

And so I think what all of that evidence suggests is that we do face, I think, actually a serious crisis in which,
increasingly, the most important decision that anybody makes is choosing their parents. And if -- like my grandchildren
are really smart, they were -- the best decision they ever made was to choose college-educated parents and great
grandparents. But out there, someplace else, there is another bunch of kids who are just as talented and just as -- in
principle -- just as hardworking, but who happened to choose parents who weren’t very well-educated or weren’t high-
income, and those kids’ fate is being determined by things that they had no control over. And that’s fundamentally
unfair. 

It also is, by the way, bad for our economy, because when we have this large number of kids growing up in poverty,
it’s not like that’s going to make things better for my grandchildren. It’s going to make things worse for my
grandchildren. So this is, in principle, a solution that we -- a problem that we ought to find solutions to.

And historically, this is a kind of problem that Americans have faced before and have solved, and this is the basis
for my optimism. There have been previous periods in American history when we’ve had a great gap between rich and poor,
when we’ve ignored the least of these, in which we’ve -- I’m thinking of the Gilded Age at the end of the 19th century
-- and both of you have written about that period, in which there was a great gap between rich and poor and we were
ignoring lots of kids, especially lots of immigrant kids. And America seemed to be going to hell in a hand basket. 
And there was a dominant philosophy, social Darwinism, which said that it’s better for everybody if everybody is
selfish, and the devil take the hindmost. 

But that, unlike some of the ideology of Ayn Rand that you referred to -- but that period was quickly -- not
quickly -- but was overcome by a real awakening of the conscience of America across party lines, with the important
contribution of religious leaders and religious people, to the fact that these are all our kids. 

And now is not the time to rehearse all of the lessons of that earlier period, but I think it does actually give
me grounds for hope. This is a kind of problem that we could solve as long as we all recognize that it’s in
everybody’s interest to raise up these poor kids and not to leave them in the dust.

MR. DIONNE: Thank you very much. By the way, let the record show the President was not looking at Arthur when he
referred to cold-hearted capitalists. (Laughter.) But it is nice to have somebody here from the AEI.

MR. BROOKS: Well, D.J., when the President said that, I was just thinking -- what was going through my head was,
please don’t look at me, please don’t look at me. (Laughter.) But you notice when Bob said this -- about the social
Darwinism, he pointed at me. (Laughter.) So I'm more outnumbered than my Thanksgiving table in Seattle, let me tell
you. (Laughter.)  

MR. DIONNE: You just have to look into your heart, Arthur. And in fact, that’s kind of what I want to ask you to
do here. I mean, your views on these subjects have actually changed, and I think it's one of the reasons you wanted to
join us today.

Back in 2010, you talked about makers and takers in society and a culture of redistribution. But in February 2014,
you wrote a very important article and commentary -- the open-handed toward your brothers -- and you said we have to
declare peace on the safety net, which I think is a really important thing to say.

And as the President suggested, the safety net we have has actually cut poverty substantially. So twin questions: 
Could you talk about how and why your own views have changed -- if I’ve fairly characterized that. And in the spirit
we’re celebrating here of trans-ideological nonpartisanship -- now, there’s a mouthful for you -- in that spirit, where
can Republicans cooperate with Democrats, conservatives with liberals, on safety net issues like making the earned
income tax credit permanent or expanding the child tax credit? I mean, where can we find not just verbal common ground,
but actual common ground to get things done for the least among us?

MR. BROOKS: Thank you, E.J. And thank you, Mr. President. It's an honor to be here and with all of you. This is
such an important exercise in bringing Catholics and evangelicals together, but having a public discussion.

One of the main things that I do as President of AEI is to talk publicly about issues and start a conversation
with my colleagues in a way that I hope can stimulate the conversation and spread it around the country. 

At the American Enterprise Institute -- where we have a longstanding history of work on the nature of American
capitalism -- when we’re focusing very deeply on poverty, it sends a signal to a lot of people that are deeply involved
in the free enterprise movement. My colleague, Robert Doar is here -- he came to AEI because poverty is the most
important thing to him. And indeed, the reason I came into the free enterprise movement many years ago is because
poverty is the thing I care about the most. 

And in point of fact, 2 billion people around the world have been lifted up out of poverty because of ideas
revolving around free enterprise and free trade, and the globalization of ideas of sharing through property rights and
rule of law, and all the things that the President is talking about in policy debates right now. 

That’s why I'm in this particular movement. But we’ve gotten into a partisan moment where we substitute a moral
consensus about how we serve the least of these, our brothers and sisters, where we pretend that that moral consensus is
impossible,+++++++ and we blow up policy differences until they become a holy war. That’s got to stop because it's
completely unnecessary. (Applause.) And we can stop that, absolutely, with a couple of key principles. 

So how are we on the center right talking about poverty in the most effective way? Number one is with a
conceptual matter. We have a grave tendency on both the left and the right to talk about poor people as “the other.” 
Remember in Matthew 25, these are our brothers and sisters. Jim Olsen and I have this roadshow -- we go to campuses and
everybody wants to set up something, right-left debates, and it never works out, because it turns out we both have a
commitment to the teachings of the Savior when it comes to treating the least of these, our brothers and sisters. 

When you talk about people as your brothers and sisters you don’t talk about them as liabilities to manage. 
They’re not liabilities to manage. They’re assets to develop because every one of us made in God’s image is an asset
to develop. That’s a completely different approach to poverty alleviation. That’s a human capital approach to poverty
alleviation. That’s what we can do to stimulate that conversation on the political right, just as it can be on the



political left.

One concept that rides along with that is to point out -- and this is what I do to many of my friends on Capitol
Hill -- I remind them that just because people are on public assistance doesn’t mean they want to be on public
assistance. And that’s the difference between people who factually are making a living and who are accepting public
assistance. It's an important matter to remember about the motivations of people and humanizing them. And then the
question is, how can we come together? How can we come together?

I have, indeed, written that it's time to declare peace on the safety net. And I say that as a political
conservative. Why? Because Ronald Reagan said that; because Friedrich Hayek said that. This is not a radical
position. In fact, the social safety net is one of the greatest achievements of free enterprise -- that we could have
the wealth and largesse as a society, that we can help take care of people who are poor that we've never even met. 
It's ahistoric; it's never happened before. We should be proud of that.

But then when I talk to conservative policymakers, and say how should you distinguish yourself from the traditional
positions in a marketplace of ideas from progressives, you should also talk about the fact that the safety net should be
limited to people who are truly indigent, as opposed to being spread around in a way that metastasizes into middle-class
entitlements and imperils our economy. 

And the third part is that help should always come with the dignifying power of work to the extent that we can. 
Then we can have, with these three ideas -- declaring peace on the safety net, safety net only for the indigent, and
always with work -- then we can have an interesting moral consensus and policy competition of ideas and maybe make some
progress.

MR. DIONNE: Thank you. In fact, I'm hoping people will challenge each other about what that actually means in
terms of policy. And I want to invite the President to do that.

I'm tempted, Mr. President, to ask you to sort of go in a couple of directions at once. One is, I am, again,
hoping that you can enlist Arthur as your lobbyist on this. One kind of question I want to ask is if John Boehner and
Mitch McConnell were watching this and suddenly had a conversion -- and there are a lot of religious people in the
audience, so miracles --

THE PRESIDENT: I assure you they’re not watching this. (Laughter.) But it's a hypothetical. (Laughter.) 

MR. DIONNE: Well, it's a religious audience. I believe in miracles. (Laughter.) So if they said we are so
persuaded that it's time we do something about the poor, Mr. President, tell us a few things that we'll actually pass,
we'll do this -- when you think about -- we can talk kind of abstractly about the family on this side, and what
government can do. What do you think would actually make a difference? So that's one kind of question I'm tempted to
ask. 

And maybe you could put that into the context of Bob’s mention of the Gilded Age. As you know, I was much taken
by that Osawatomie speech -- I even learned how to pronounce Osawatomie, thanks to you -- back in 20 -- help me. 
(Laughter.) 

THE PRESIDENT: A couple years ago.

MR. DIONNE: A couple years ago -- 2011. And it really did put this conversation in context. We do seem in
certain ways to be having the problems we had back then. So what would you tell Congress? Please help me on this. 
And how do we sort of move out of this Gilded Age feeling kind of period?

THE PRESIDENT: Let me tease out a couple things that both Bob and Arthur said -- and maybe some of these will be
challenging to a couple of them and they may want to respond. But let me talk about big picture, and then we can talk
about specifics. 

First of all, I think we can all stipulate that the best antipoverty program is a job, which confers not just
income, but structure and dignity and a sense of connection to community. Which means we have to spend time thinking
about the macro-economy, the broader economy as a whole. 

Now, what has happened is, is that since, let’s say, 1973, over the last 40 years, the share of income going to
the bottom 90 percent has shrunk from about 65 percent down to about 53 percent. It's a big shift. It's a big
transfer. And so we can't have a conversation about poverty without talking about what’s happened to the middle class
and the ladders of opportunity into the middle class. 

And when I read Bob’s book, the first thing that strikes you is when he’s growing up in Ohio, he’s in a community
where the banker is living in reasonable proximity to the janitor at the school. The janitor’s daughter may be going
out with the banker’s son. There are a set of common institutions -- they may attend the same church; they may be
members of the same rotary club; they may be active at the same parks -- and all the things that stitch them together. 
And that is all contributing to social mobility and to a sense of possibility and opportunity for all kids in that
community. 

Now, part of what’s happened is that -- and this is where Arthur and I would probably have some disagreements. We
don’t dispute that the free market is the greatest producer of wealth in history -- it has lifted billions of people out
of poverty. We believe in property rights, rule of law, so forth. But there has always been trends in the market in
which concentrations of wealth can lead to some being left behind. And what’s happened in our economy is that those who
are doing better and better -- more skilled, more educated, luckier, having greater advantages
-- are withdrawing from sort of the commons -- kids start going to private schools; kids start working out at private
clubs instead of the public parks. An anti-government ideology then disinvests from those common goods and those things
that draw us together. And that, in part, contributes to the fact that there’s less opportunity for our kids, all of
our kids.

Now, that’s not inevitable. A free market is perfectly compatible with also us making investment in good public
schools, public universities; investments in public parks; investments in a whole bunch -- public infrastructure that
grows our economy and spreads it around. But that’s, in part, what’s been under attack for the last 30 years. And so,
in some ways, rather than soften the edges of the market, we’ve turbocharged it. And we have not been willing, I think,
to make some of those common investments so that everybody can play a part in getting opportunity.

Now, one other thing I’ve got to say about this is that even back in Bob’s day that was also happening. It’s just
it was happening to black people. And so, in some ways, part of what’s changed is that those biases or those
restrictions on who had access to resources that allowed them to climb out of poverty -- who had access to the
firefighters job, who had access to the assembly line job, the blue-collar job that paid well enough to be in the middle
class and then got you to the suburbs, and then the next generation was suddenly office workers -- all those things were
foreclosed to a big chunk of the minority population in this country for decades. 

And that accumulated and built up. And over time, people with less and less resources, more and more strains --
because it’s hard being poor. People don’t like being poor. It’s time-consuming’ it’s stressful. It’s hard. And so
over time, families frayed. Men who could not get jobs left. Mothers who are single are not able to read as much to
their kids. So all that was happening 40 years ago to African Americans. And now what we’re seeing is that those same
trends have accelerated and they’re spreading to the broader community. 

But the pattern that, Bob, you’re recording in some of your stories is no different than what William Julius Wilson
was talking about when he talked about the truly disadvantaged. So I say all this -- and I know that was not an answer
to your question. (Laughter.) I will be willing to answer it, but I think it is important for us at the outset to
acknowledge if, in fact, we are going to find common ground, then we also have to acknowledge that there are certain
investments we are willing to make as a society, as a whole, in public schools and public universities; in, today, I
believe early childhood education; in making sure that economic opportunity is available in communities that are
isolated, and that somebody can get a job, and that there’s actually a train that takes folks to where the jobs are --
that broadband lines are in rural communities and not just in cities. And those things are not going to happen through
market forces alone. 

And if that’s the case, then our government and our budgets have to reflect our willingness to make those
investments. If we don’t make those investments, then we could agree on the earned income tax credit -- which I know
Arthur believes in. We could agree on home visitation for low-income parents. All those things will make a difference,
but the broader trends in our society will make it harder and harder for us to deal with both inequality and poverty. 

And so I think it’s important for us to recognize there is a genuine debate here, and that is what portion of our



collective wealth and budget are we willing to invest in those things that allow a poor kid, whether in a rural town,
or in Appalachia, or in the inner city, to access what they need both in terms of mentors and social networks, as well
as decent books and computers and so forth, in order for them to succeed along the terms that Arthur discussed.

And right now, they don’t have those things, and those things have been stripped away. You look at state budgets,
you look at city budgets, and you look at federal budgets, and we don’t make those same common investments that we used
to. And it’s had an impact. And we shouldn’t pretend that somehow we have been making those same investments. We
haven’t been. And there’s been a very specific ideological push not to make those investments. That’s where the
argument comes in.

MR. DIONNE: And if I could follow up, which gets to the underlying problem where we talk, piously, sometimes,
about let’s tear down these ideological red/blue barriers, yet when push comes to shove, these things get rejected. How
do you change the politics of that? I mean, as you said, Mitch McConnell and John Boehner were unlikely to be watching
us -- that actually has a kind of political significance. Not to this event, but in general. 

THE PRESIDENT: I was suggesting they’re busy right now. They’ve got votes. (Laughter.)

MR. DIONNE: No, but I think you were saying something else. How do you tear down those barriers? Because you
laid out a fairly robust agenda there. And I want to -- forgive me, Arthur and Bob -- but I’m curious, how do you get
from here to there?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, part of what happened in our politics and part of what shifted from when Bob was young and
he was seeing a genuine community -- there were still class divisions in your small town.

MR. PUTNAM: True.

THE PRESIDENT: There were probably certain clubs or certain activities that were still restricted to the banker’s
son as opposed to the janitor’s son. But it was more integrated. Part of what’s happened is, is that elites in a very
mobile, globalized world are able to live together, away from folks who are not as wealthy, and so they feel less of a
commitment to making those investments.

In that sense -- and what used to be racial segregation now mirrors itself in class segregation and this great
sorting that’s taking place. Now, that creates its own politics. Right? I mean, there’s some communities where I
don’t know -- not only do I not know poor people, I don’t even know people who have trouble paying the bills at the end
of the month. I just don’t know those people.  And so there’s a less sense of investment in those children. So
that’s part of what’s happened.

But part of it has also been -- there’s always been a strain in American politics where you’ve got the middle
class, and the question has been, who are you mad at, if you’re struggling; if you’re working, but you don’t seem to be
getting ahead. And over the last 40 years, sadly, I think there’s been an effort to either make folks mad at folks at
the top, or to be mad at folks at the bottom. And I think the effort to suggest that the poor are sponges, leaches,
don’t want to work, are lazy, are undeserving, got traction. 

And, look, it's still being propagated. I mean, I have to say that if you watch Fox News on a regular basis, it
is a constant menu -- they will find folks who make me mad. I don’t know where they find them. (Laughter.) They’re
like, I don’t want to work, I just want a free Obama phone -- (laughter) -- or whatever. And that becomes an entire
narrative -- right? -- that gets worked up. And very rarely do you hear an interview of a waitress -- which is much
more typical -- who’s raising a couple of kids and is doing everything right but still can’t pay the bills.

And so if we’re going to change how John Boehner and Mitch McConnell think, we’re going to have to change how our
body politic thinks, which means we’re going to have to change how the media reports on these issues and how people’s
impressions of what it's like to struggle in this economy looks like, and how budgets connect to that. And that’s a
hard process because that requires a much broader conversation than typically we have on the nightly news.

MR. DIONNE: I am tempted to welcome Arthur to defend his network. But instead, I want to sort of maybe invite him
to an alter call here. (Laughter.) I want to invite you to a kind of alter call, which is, the President talked about
some basis public investments that are actually pretty old-fashioned public investments, along the lines of somebody
like President Eisenhower supported a lot of those kinds of investments -- 

THE PRESIDENT: Republican President Abraham Lincoln thought things like land-grant colleges and infrastructure,
investments in basic research in science were important. 

I suspect, Arthur, you’d agree in theory about those investments. And the question would be, how much? 

MR. BROOKS: Look, no good economist, no self-respecting person who understands anything about economics denies
that there are public goods. There just are public goods. We need public goods. Markets fail sometimes -- there’s a
role for the state. There are no radical libertarians up here, libertarians who believe that the state should not exist,
for example. Even the libertarians don’t think that. So we shouldn’t caricature the views of others because, in point
of fact, that impugns the motives. 

I think that what we’re talking about is, one, when are there public goods? When can the government provide them?
And when are the benefits higher than the costs of the government proving these things? Because, in point of fact,

when we don’t make cost-benefit calculations at least at the macro level about public goods, the poor pay. This is a
fact.

If you look at what’s happening in the periphery countries of Europe today, as George W. Bush used to say, this is
a true fact. (Laughter.) It’s more emphasis. There’s nothing wrong. (Laughter.) If you don't pay attention to the
macro economy and the fiscal stability, you will become insolvent. And if you become insolvent, you will have
austerity. And if you have austerity, the poor always pay. Jim Wallace taught me this. The poor always pay when
there’s austerity. The rich never pay. The rich never are left with the bill. It’s the poor who are left with the
bill. 

So if you join me in believing the safety net is a fundamental, moral right, and it’s a privilege of our society
to provide, you must avoid austerity and you must avoid insolvency. And the only way that you can do that is with smart
policies. 

And I’m 100 percent sure the President agrees with me about smart macro-economic public policies, so I’m not
caricaturing these views either. Although can you believe he said “Obama phone”? (Laughter.) And he’s against the
Obama phone. So let’s stipulate to that. (Laughter.) Just because they took away his phone. (Laughter.) 

Now, since we believe that there should be public goods, then we're really talking about the system that provides
them and provides them efficiently. The President talked about the changing structure of the income distribution, and
it’s unambiguously true. What I would urge us to regret is this notion that it’s not a shift, but a transfer. It’s
not a transfer. 

Since the 1970s, it’s not that the rich have gotten richer; because the poor have gotten poorer. The poor are not
having their money taken away and given to the rich. The rich have gotten richer faster than the poor have moved up. 
And we might be concerned with that because that also reflects on opportunity. And as an opportunity society, as an
equal opportunity society, we should all be really concerned with that.

But the extent that we can get away from this notion that the rich are stealing from the poor, then we can look at
this in I think in a way that's constructive. Why? Because the rich are our neighbors and the poor are our neighbors,
and everybody else should be our neighbors and they're all our kids. And I think getting away from that rhetoric is
really important.

And then the last point, actually, as we come to consensus is remembering that capitalism or socialism or social
democracy or any system is just a system. Look, it’s just a system. It’s just a machine. It’s like your car. You
can do great good with it, you can do great evil with it. It can't go uninhibited. So far it can't drive on its own. 
It will soon enough. The economy never will be able to. 

Capitalism is nothing more than a system, and it must be predicated on right morals. It must be. Adam Smith
taught me that. Adam Smith, the father of modern economics -- he wrote “The Wealth of Nations,” in 1776 -- 17 years
before he wrote “The Theory of Moral sentiments,” which was a more important book because it talked about what it meant
as a society to earn the right to have free enterprise, to have free economics. And it was true then, and it’s still
true today.



So this is why this conference is so important. This conversation with the President of the United States is so
important, from my point of view -- I say with appropriate humility -- is because we're talking about right morality
toward our brothers and sisters, and built on that, that's when we can have an open discussion to get our capitalism
right. And then the distribution of resources is only a tertiary question. (Applause.)

MR. DIONNE: I still want to know how much infrastructure you're actually willing to vote for, but I’ll take --

MR. BROOKS: $41 billion. 

MR. DIONNE: All right, it’s a start. We can negotiate. 

I want to -- this is in a way for both the President and Bob, because in this conversation about poverty, there’s
kind of consensus on this stage that, yes, you need to care about family structure, it really matters, but if you don't
worry about the economy, you're not sort of thinking about why the battering ram is against the family.

And yet, this family conversation can make a lot of people feel uneasy because it sounds like either you're not
taking politics seriously, or you're not taking the real economic pressure seriously. And I just want to share two
things with the President and Bob, and have you respond.

One, as you can imagine, I asked a lot of smart people what they would ask about if they were in my position. And
one very smart economist said, look, what we know is when we have really tight labor markets, unemployment down below -
- down to 4 or even lower -- Kennedy, Johnson years, World War II, at the end of the Clinton years -- all kinds of good
things start happening to poor people. So maybe, this person said, even though, he says, yes, family structure matters,
let’s stop with the moral lectures and just run a really tight economic policy, and we could have some really good
things happen to us. 

And then the other thing I wanted to share -- and I’m being pointed here, Mr. President, because you know and I’ve
heard you talk about this, but not that often publicly, which is -- you know, I’ve heard you in those sessions you do
with opinion reporters -- Ta-Nehisi Coates wrote something back in 2013 about your talk about what needs to happen
inside the African American community -- I know you remember this: “Taking full measure of the Obama presidency thus
far, it is hard to avoid the conclusion that this White House has one way of addressing the social ills that afflict
black people and particularly black youth, and another way of addressing everyone else. I would have a hard time
imagining the President telling the women of Barnard that ‘there's no longer room for any excuses’ -- as though they
were in the business of making them.”

I’d love you to address sort of the particular question about -- maybe it is primarily about economics because we
can’t do much about the other things through government policy, and also answer Ta-Nehisi’s critique, because I know you
hear that a lot.

THE PRESIDENT: Why don’t we let Bob --

MR. DIONNE: Let Bob --

MR. PUTNAM: Well, I’m going to try to respond to that, and of course, I want to hear what the President has to
say about that. But I wanted to just comment briefly on that earlier conversation, first of all, about public goods. 

I agree very much with the President’s framing of this issue -- that is that we disinvested in collective assets,
collective goods that would benefit everybody but are more important for poor people because they can’t do it on their
own. I want to just give one example of that that’s very vivid, and this is a case where we’ve clearly shot ourselves
in the foot. 

For most of the 20th century, all Americans of all walks of life thought that part of getting a good education was
getting soft skills -- not just reading, writing, arithmetic, but cooperation and teamwork, and so on. And part of that
was that everybody in the country got free access to extracurricular activities -- band and football, and music and so
on. But beginning about 20 years ago, the view developed -- which is really, really deeply evil -- that that’s just a
frill. 

And so we disinvested, and we said if you want to take part in football here, or you want to take part in music,
you’ve got to pay for it. And of course, what that means is that poor people can’t pay for it. It’s a big deal --
$1,600 on average for two kids in a family. Well, $1,600 to play football, or play in the band, or French club or
whatever -- it’s not a big deal if your income is $200,000; but if you income is $16,000, who in their right mind is
going to be paying 10 percent of their family income?

So it seems to me that that’s a case where the allocation that the benefits of learning teamwork and hard skills --
I mean grit were only on the individual. But that wasn’t true. The whole country was benefitting from the fact that we
had a very broad-based set of skills that people had. So I’m trying to emphasize this -- how deep runs this antipathy
in some quarters for the notion that these are all our kids and, therefore, we’ve got to invest in all of them. 

But I also want to then come back, if I can, to I think the thing we maybe haven’t spent enough time here, and
that is this is a purple problem. There are those of us who on the left can see most clearly the economic sources of
this problem and want to do something about it. But then there are people on the conservative side, especially
religious people, who use a different lens and they can see most clearly the effects of family disruption among poor
families of all races on the prospects of kids. 

And in the stories of the kids that we gathered across America -- I want to return a little bit not just to the
abstract discussion of poverty, but to real kids. Mary Sue from -- doesn’t have anything the like the same
opportunities as my granddaughter. But part of that is because Mary Sue’s parents behaved in very irresponsible ways. 
We interviewed a kid from -- a young woman from Duluth who is now on drugs. How did she get on drugs? Because her dad
was addicted to meth and wanted to get high, but didn’t want to get high alone, so her dad taught -- Molly is her name
-- how to smoke -- how to do meth. I don’t even know how you do meth myself. I’ll have to check with him. 
(Laughter.)

And it’s systematically -- the fact is we all know this, that it’s -- I’m not making an attack on single moms, who
are often doing terrific jobs in the face of lots of obstacles, but I am saying it’s harder to do that. And therefore,
we need to think, all of us, including those of us -- and I know the President agrees with me about this -- even those
of us on the more progressive side have to think, how did we get into a state in which two-thirds of American kids
coming from what we used to call the working class have only a single parent, and what can we do to fix that?

I’m not sure this is government’s role. But I do think that if we’re concerned about poverty, we also, all of us,
have to think about this purple side of the problem -- I mean, this family side of the problem. And we shouldn’t --
those of us -- I’m now speaking to my side of the choir -- we shouldn’t just assume that anybody who talks about family
stability is somehow saying that the economics don’t matter. Of course, the economics matter. It’s both/and; it’s not
either/or. (Applause.)

MR. DIONNE: Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: A couple of things I would say. First of all, just going back to something Arthur said earlier
about how we characterize the wealthy, and do they take this extra wealth from the poor, the middle class -- these are
broad economic trends turbocharged by technology and globalization, a winner-take-all economy that allows those with
even slightly better skills to massively expand their reach and their markets, and they make more money and it gets more
concentrated, and that then reinforces itself. But there are values and decisions that have aided and abetted that
process. 

So, for example, in the era that Bob was talking about, if you had a company in that town, that company had a whole
bunch of social restraints on it because the CEO felt it was a member of that community and the sense of obligation
about paying a certain wage or contributing to the local high school or what have you was real. And today the average
Fortune 500 company -- some are great corporate citizens, some are great employers -- but they don’t have to be, and
that’s certainly not how they’re judged. 

And that may account for the fact that where a previous CEO of a company might have made 50 times the average wage
of the worker, they might now make a thousand times or two thousand times. And that’s now accepted practice inside the
corporate boardroom. Now, that’s not because they’re bad people. It's just that they have been freed from a certain
set of social constraints. 



And those values have changed. And sometimes tax policy has encouraged that, and government policy has encouraged
that. And there’s a whole literature that justifies that as, well, that's what you’d need to get the best CEO and
they're bringing the most value, and then you do tip into a little bit of Ayn Rand.

Which, Arthur, I think you’d be the first to acknowledge because I’m in dinners with some of your buddies and I
have conversations with them. (Laughter.) And if they're not on a panel, they’ll say, you know what, we created all
this stuff and we made it, and we're creating value and we should be able to make decisions about where it goes. 

So there’s less commitment to those public goods -- even though a good economist who’s read Adam Smith’s “Moral
Sentiments” would acknowledge that actually we're under-investing, or at least we have to have a certain investment. So
that's point number one.

Point number two, on this whole family-character values-structure issue. It’s true that if I’m giving a
commencement at Morehouse that I will have a conversation with young black men about taking responsibility as fathers
that I probably will not have with the women of Barnard. And I make no apologies for that. And the reason is, is
because I am a black man who grew up without a father and I know the cost that I paid for that. And I also know that I
have the capacity to break that cycle, and as a consequence, I think my daughters are better off. (Applause.) 

And that is not something that -- for me to have that conversation does not negate my conversation about the need
for early childhood education, or the need for job training, or the need for greater investment in infrastructure, or
jobs in low-income communities. 

So I’ll talk till you're blue in the face about hard-nosed, economic macroeconomic policies, but in the meantime
I’ve got a bunch of kids right now who are graduating, and I want to give them some sense that they can have an impact
on their immediate circumstances, and the joys of fatherhood. 

And we did something with My Brother’s Keepers -- which emphasizes apprenticeships and emphasizes corporate
responsibility, and we're gathering resources to give very concrete hooks for kids to be able to advance. And I’m going
very hard at issues of criminal justice reform and breaking this school-to-prison pipeline that exists for so many young
African American men. But when I’m sitting there talking to these kids, and I’ve got a boy who says, you know what,
how did you get over being mad at your dad, because I’ve got a father who beat my mom and now has left, and has left
the state, and I’ve never seen him because he’s trying to avoid $83,000 in child support payments, and I want to love
my dad, but I don't know how to do that -- I’m not going to have a conversation with him about macroeconomics. 
(Laughter and applause.) 

I’m going to have a conversation with him about how I tried to understand what it is that my father had gone
through, and how issues that were very specific to him created his difficulties in his relationships and his children so
that I might be able to forgive him, and that I might then be able to come to terms with that.

And I don't apologize for that conversation. I think -- and so this is what I mean when -- or this is where I
agree very much with Bob that this is not an either/or conversation. It is a both-and. The reason we get trapped in
the either/or conversation is because all too often -- not Arthur, but those who have argued against a safety net, or
argued against government programs, have used the rationale that character matters, family matters, values matter as a
rationale for the disinvestment in public goods that took place over the course of 20 to 30 years. 

If, in fact, the most important thing is character and parents, then it’s okay if we don't have band and music at
school -- that's the argument that you will hear. It’s okay. Look, there are immigrant kids who are learning in
schools that are much worse, and we're spending huge amounts in the district and we still get poor outcomes, and so
obviously money is not the issue. And so what you hear is a logic that is used as an excuse to under-invest in those
public goods.

And that's why I think a lot of people are resistant to it and are skeptical of that conversation. And I guess
what I’m saying is that, guarding against cynicism, what we should say is we are going to argue hard for those public
investments. We're going to argue hard for early childhood education because, by the way, if a young kid -- three,
four years old -- is hearing a lot of words, the science tells us that they're going to be more likely to succeed at
school. And if they’ve got trained and decently paid teachers in that preschool, then they're actually going to get --
by the time they're in third grade, they’ll be reading at grade level. 

And those all very concrete policies. But it requires some money. We're going to argue hard for that stuff. And
lo and behold, if we do those things, the values and the character that those kids are learning in a loving environment
where they can succeed in school, and they're being praised, and they can read at grade level, and they're less likely
to drop out, and it turns out that when they're succeeding at school and they’ve got resources, they're less likely to
get pregnant as teens, and less likely to engage in drugs, and less likely to be involved in the criminal justice system
-- that is a reinforcement of the values and character that we want. 

And that's where we, as a society, have the capacity to make a real difference. But it will cost us some money. 
It will cost us some money. It’s not free.

You look at a state like California that used to have, by far, the best public higher education system in the
world, and there is a direct correlation between Proposition 13 and the slow disinvestment in the public university
system so that it became very, very expensive. And kids got priced out of the market, or they started taking on a
whole bunch of debt. Now, that was a public policy choice, based on folks not wanting to pay property taxes. And
that's true in cities and counties and states all across the country. And that's really a big part of our political
argument.

So I am all for values; I am all for character. But I also know that that character and the values that our kids
have that allow them to succeed, and delayed gratification and discipline and hard work -- that all those things in part
are shaped by what they see, what they see really early on. And some of those kids right now, because of no fault of
those kids, and because of history and some tough going, generationally, some of those kids, they're not going to get
help at home. They're not going to get enough help at home. And the question then becomes, are we committed to
helping them instead?

MR. DIONNE: Mr. President, I want to follow up on that and then invite Arthur and Bob to reply. Arthur, you
clearly got a plenary indulgence in this session on all kinds of positions. (Laughter.) 

A lot of us, I think, feel that we made bargains with our friends on the conservative side that -- I agree with
the idea that you've got to care about what happens in the family if you're going to care about social justice, and you
got to care about social justice of you care about the family. Yet when people like you start talking like this, there
doesn’t seem to be much giveback on, “okay, we agree on these values; where’s the investment in these kids?” 

Similarly, when welfare reform was passed back in the ‘90s, there were a lot of people who said, okay, we’re not
going to hear about welfare cheats anymore because all these people are going to have to work. And yet we get the same
thing back again. It’s as if the work requirement was never put in the welfare bill. How do we change this
conversation so that it becomes an actual bargain where the other half of the agenda that you talked about gets
recognized and that we do something about it?

THE PRESIDENT: I’ll ask Arthur for some advice on this -- because, look, the devil is in the details. I think if
you talk to any of my Republican friends, they will say, number one, they care about the poor -- and I believe them. 
Number two, they’ll say that there are some public goods that have to be made -- and I’ll believe them. But when it
comes to actually establishing budgets, making choices, prioritizing, that’s when it starts breaking down.

And I actually think that there will come a time when political pressure leads to a shift, because more and more
families -- not just inner-city African-American families, or Hispanic families in the barrio, but more and more middle-
class or working-class folks are feeling pinched and squeezed -- that there will be a greater demand for some core
public goods and we’ll have to find a way to pay for them. But ultimately, there are going to have to be some choices
made. 

When I, for example, make an argument about closing the carried interest loophole that exists whereby hedge fund
managers are paying 15 percent on the fees and income that they collect, I’ve been called Hitler for doing this, or at
least this is like Hitler going into Poland. That’s an actual quote from a hedge fund manager when I made that
recommendation. The top 25 hedge fund managers made more than all the kindergarten teachers in the country. 

So when I say that, I’m not saying that because I dislike hedge fund managers or I think they’re evil. I’m saying
that you’re paying a lower rate than a lot of folks who are making $300,000 a year. You pretty much have more than
you’ll ever be able to use and your family will ever be able to use. There’s a fairness issue involved here. And, by



the way, if we were able to close that loophole, I can now invest in early childhood education that will make a
difference. That’s where the rubber hits the road. 

That’s, Arthur, where the question of compassion and “I’m my brother’s keeper” comes into play. And if we can’t
ask from society’s lottery winners to just make that modest investment, then, really, this conversation is for show. 
(Applause.) 

And by the way, I’m not asking to go back to 70 percent marginal rates, which existed back in the golden days that
Bob is talking about when he was a kid. I’m just saying maybe we can go up to like -- tax them like ordinary income,
which means that they might have to pay a true rate of around 23, 25 percent which, by historical standards in postwar
era, would still be really low.

So that’s the kind of issue where if we can’t bridge that gap, then I suspect we’re not going to make as much
progress as we need to -- although we can find some areas of agreement like the earned income credit, which I give
Arthur a lot of credit for extolling because it encourages work and it could help actually strengthen families.

MR. DIONNE: Arthur raised capital gains taxes for us here.

MR. BROOKS: Yes, sure. Fine. These are show issues. Corporate jets are show issues. Carried interest is a
show issue. The real issue? Middle-class entitlements -- 70 percent of the federal budget. That’s where the real
money is. And the truth of the matter is until we can take that on -- if we want to make progress, if the left and
right want to make progress politically as they put together budgets, they’re going to have to make progress on that. 

Now, if we want to create -- if we want to increase taxes on carried interest, I mean, that’s fine for me -- not
that I can speak for everybody, certainly not everybody on the Republican side. 

And by the way, Mitch McConnell and John Boehner are watching, at least indirectly, and they’re paying attention to
this -- 100 percent sure, because they care a lot about this. And they care a lot about both culture and economics,
and they care a lot about poverty. And, again, we have to be really careful not to impugn their motives, and impugning
motives on the other side is the number-one barrier against making progress. Ad hominem is something we should declare
war on and defeat because then we can take on issues on their face, I think. It’s really important morally for us to
be able to do that.

Who, by the way, were you having dinner with who was discussing Ayn Rand and why wasn’t I invited? (Laughter.) 

So if we want to make progress, I think let’s decide that we have a preference -- I mean, let’s have a rumble over
how much money we’re spending on public goods for poor people, for sure. And Republicans should say, I want to spend
money on programs for the poor, but I think these ones are counterproductive and I think these ones are ineffective, and
Democrats should say, no they’re not, we’ve never done them right and they’ve always been underfunded. I want to have
that competition of ideas. That’s really productive.

But we can’t even get to that when politicians on the left and the right are conspiring to not touch middle-class
entitlements, because we’re looking at it in terms of the right saying all the money is gone on this, and the left
saying all we need is a lot more money on top of these things -- when most people who are looking at it realize that
this is an unsustainable path. It’s an unsustainable path for lots of things, not just programs for the poor. We can’t
adequately fund our military. 

I think you and I would have a tremendous amount of agreement about the misguided notion of the sequester, for lots
of reasons, because we can’t spend money on purpose. And that’s what we need to do. And when we’re on an automatic
path to spend tons of money in entitlements that are leading us to fiscal unsustainability, we can’t get to these
progressive conversations where conservatives and liberals really disagree and can work together, potentially, to help
poor people and defend our nation.

MR. DIONNE: I just want to say if the carried interest is a show issue, why can’t we just get it out of the way
and move forward? (Laughter and applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: It is real money. It’s real money.

MR. DIONNE: Here is what I’d like to do. I think we have about three minutes left, so I’d like Bob to speak, and
then I have one last question for the President. 

MR. PUTNAM: All of us would agree about this -- we need to a little bit rise out of the Washington bubble and the
debates about these things. Of course, they’re important. I understand why they’re important. But, actually, we’re
speaking here to an audience of people of faith. We’re speaking, more largely, to America. And I think we ought not
to disempower ordinary Americans. If they care about these problems, Americans can change the politics that would, over
the next five to 10 years, make a huge difference.

And I’m not talking about changing Republican-Democrat. I’m talking about making poverty and the opportunity to
escape from poverty a higher issue on both parties’ agendas. (Applause.) I have some hope that that will happen. I
understand -- this may not be true, Mr. President -- I understand that there is going to be an election next year.
 (Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: That’s a true fact. (Laughter and applause.) 

MR. PUTNAM: And I think American voters should insist that the highest domestic priority issue is this issue of
the opportunity gap, the fact that we’re talking about. This is not a third order issue, it's a really important
issue. And ask candidates, what are you going to do about it? And then just use your own common sense. Is that the
right way to go forward? 

I think that we need, as a country, not just from the top down and from Washington, but from across the grassroots,
to focus -- and in congregations and parishes all across this country, focus on what we can do to reduce this
opportunity gap in America.

MR. DIONNE: Mr. President, I wanted you to reflect on this religious question. I mean, one of your first
salaries was actually paid for by a group of Catholic churches, something -- Cardinal McCarrick knows that, but not a
lot of Catholic bishops notice that -- (laughter) -- that you were organizing for a group of South Side churches. You
know what faith-based groups can do. And I’d like you to talk about sort of three things at the same time, which is the
role of the religious community simply in calling attention to this problem; the issues of how government can cooperate
with these groups; and sort of the prophetic role of these ideas for you, where your own reflections on your own faith
have led you on these questions.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, it's true, my first job was funded through the Campaign for Human Development,
which was the social justice arm of the Catholic Church. (Applause.) And I think that faith-based groups across the
country and around the world understand the centrality and the importance of this issue in a intimate way -- in part
because these faith-based organizations are interacting with folks who are struggling and know how good these people
are, and know their stories, and it's not just theological, but it's very concrete. They’re embedded in communities and
they’re making a difference in all kinds of ways. 

So I think that what our administration has done is really a continuation of work that had been done previously by
the Bush administration, the Clinton administration. We’ve got our office of faith-based organizations that are working
on an ongoing basis around a whole host of these issues. My Brother’s Keeper is reaching out to churches and
synagogues and mosques and other faith-based groups consistently to try to figure out, how do we reach young boys and
young men in a serious way? 

But the one thing I guess I want to say, E.J., is that when I think about my own Christian faith and my
obligations, it is important for me to do what I can myself -- individually mentoring young people, or making charitable
donations, or in some ways impacting whatever circles and influence I have. But I also think it's important to have a
voice in the larger debate. And I think it would be powerful for our faith-based organizations to speak out on this in
a more forceful fashion. 

This may sound self-interested because there have been -- these are areas where I agree with the evangelical
community and faith-based groups, and then there are issues where we have had disagreements around reproductive issues,
or same-sex marriage, or what have you. And so maybe it appears advantageous for me to want to focus on these issues
of poverty, and not as much on these other issues. 



But I want to insist, first of all, I will not be part of the election next year, so this is more just a broader
reflection of somebody who has worked with churches and worked in communities.

There is great caring and great concern, but when it comes to what are you really going to the mat for, what’s the
defining issue, when you're talking in your congregations, what’s the thing that is really going to capture the essence
of who we are as Christians, or as Catholics, or what have you, that this is oftentimes viewed as a “nice to have”
relative to an issue like abortion. That's not across the board, but there sometimes has been that view, and certainly
that's how it’s perceived in our political circles.

And I think that there’s more power to be had there, a more transformative voice that's available around these
issues that can move and touch people. Because the one thing I know is that -- here’s an area where, again, Arthur and
I agree -- I think fundamentally people want to do the right thing. I think people don't set out wanting to be
selfish. I think people would like to see a society in which everybody has opportunity. I think that's true up and
down the line and across the board. But they feel as if it’s not possible. 

And there’s noise out there, and there’s arguments, and there’s contention. And so people withdraw and they
restrict themselves to, what can I do in my church, or what can I do in my community? And that's important. But our
faith-based groups I think have the capacity to frame this -- and nobody has shown that better than Pope Francis, who I
think has been transformative just through the sincerity and insistence that he’s had that this is vital to who we are. 
This is vital to following what Jesus Christ, our Savior, talked about. 

And that emphasis I think is why he’s had such incredible appeal, including to young people, all around the world. 
And I hope that that is a message that everybody receives when he comes to visit here. I can't wait to host him
because I think it will help to spark an even broader conversation of the sort that we're having today.

MR. DIONNE: All events are better with a reference to Pope Francis. Thank you so much, Mr. President. 
(Applause.)

I really want to thank Arthur and Bob. And thank you, Bob, for writing this book that's moved us all. And thank
you, Mr. President, for being here. And John and Galen and then so many others for creating this. 

If I may close by simultaneously quoting Amos and Dr. King, “Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness
like a mighty stream. Bless you all.”

Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.

END          12:55 P.M. EDT
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This is exactly why we shouldn’t be saying we’re limited by external factors.
 
We aren’t limited on leave for our own folks — we just need to figure out the best way to do it.
 
We are limited on doing paid family leave for all private employees in New York City.
 
Helpful to have a national policy so that what we do can mirror or harmonize with that eventual solution,
but can be done by Mayoral Personnel Order — isn’t something we can’t do now, just something we’re not
doing yet.
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Subject: FW: paid family leave
 
Is there some policy piece these folks are missing
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I don't believe anything can be done unilaterally between Albany (and potentially Council)
requirements and collective bargaining requirements. I can try to check. But, again, a



national policy avoids these issues and ensures everyone is covered.
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Again, national policy is the comprehensive way to do this. It's not "luck," it's logic - of
course the preference is a policy that avoids local hurdles and covers everyone. But, as the
comment I provided says, we are continuing to pursue this on the local level too.
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Yes he has, including during the campaign, when he made clear it would require Albany
action and the City can't do it alone. Which, again, is why a comprehensive national policy is
the best bet, rather than trying to do this piecemeal with various levels of governments or
groups of workers.
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Background -- as the WaPo story made clear, the Mayor supports giving paid family leave to
city employees but there are Albany-related requirements and other factors that mean he
can't do it unilaterally. That's why a national policy is the best way to do it, since that would
bypass the local hurdles (and be much more universal than city employees alone).



Regardless, we have been studying and working on how we can do this locally. 
 
Comment from me:
 
“Mayor de Blasio supports a national paid family leave policy as the most comprehensive way to
achieve this vital goal. We are also studying what we can do locally, including how best to
provide paid family leave to City employees.”
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My sources tell me the event was successful. Good attendance, lots of media, good
Mayoral performance. Congrats.
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To be clear - we only discussed potential Albany and collective bargaining pieces on background. Comment
was focused on our support for national action and us looking into local action.

But there are Albany or collective bargaining requirements for most proposals... right? 
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Resending what I sent yesterday:

Wrong to highlight the old proposal, as I don't think we currently hold any brief for it, and we haven't
moved in any way to forward it.

We are working on a paid family leave proposal for City workers, but I wouldn't announce that we're
doing more than studying the issue.

Unclear what the reference is to comprehensive action. 

We support a national policy, but I don't think we necessarily would cite a level playing field as a
reason for us not to take action here.

Would rather simplify this, say supporting a national policy, and studying what can be done locally.

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 4:27 PM
To: Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Anthony Shorris <ashorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dean Fuleihan <FuleihanD@omb.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: paid family leave

++

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Our public proposal from 2013 said it would require Albany approval. And yesterday I was told it would



also need to be part of the collective bargaining process....

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

This is exactly why we shouldn’t be saying we’re limited by external factors.

We aren’t limited on leave for our own folks — we just need to figure out the best way to do it.

We are limited on doing paid family leave for all private employees in New York City.

Helpful to have a national policy so that what we do can mirror or harmonize with that eventual solution,
but can be done by Mayoral Personnel Order — isn’t something we can’t do now, just something we’re not
doing yet.

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 4:10 PM
To: Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: paid family leave

Is there some policy piece these folks are missing

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I don't believe anything can be done unilaterally between Albany (and potentially Council)
requirements and collective bargaining requirements. I can try to check. But, again, a
national policy avoids these issues and ensures everyone is covered.

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 



Again, national policy is the comprehensive way to do this. It's not "luck," it's logic - of
course the preference is a policy that avoids local hurdles and covers everyone. But, as the
comment I provided says, we are continuing to pursue this on the local level too.

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Yes he has, including during the campaign, when he made clear it would require Albany
action and the City can't do it alone. Which, again, is why a comprehensive national policy is
the best bet, rather than trying to do this piecemeal with various levels of governments or
groups of workers.

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Background -- as the WaPo story made clear, the Mayor supports giving paid family leave to
city employees but there are Albany-related requirements and other factors that mean he
can't do it unilaterally. That's why a national policy is the best way to do it, since that would
bypass the local hurdles (and be much more universal than city employees alone).
Regardless, we have been studying and working on how we can do this locally. 

Comment from me:

“Mayor de Blasio supports a national paid family leave policy as the most comprehensive way to
achieve this vital goal. We are also studying what we can do locally, including how best to
provide paid family leave to City employees.”



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

SocialSecurityWorks

 
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

That's fine - we aren't claiming we are moving this proposal forward. But I want to cover ourselves on the
fact that some ways to do this could require Albany action, which is why federal action that avoids these
sorts of hurdles is so important. 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: <Spitalnick>, Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 5:16 PM
To: John Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Dominic Williams <dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <ashorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dean Fuleihan
<FuleihanD@omb.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: paid family leave

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

++

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Our public proposal from 2013 said it would require Albany approval. And yesterday I was
told it would also need to be part of the collective bargaining process....

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

This is exactly why we shouldn’t be saying we’re limited by external factors.

We aren’t limited on leave for our own folks — we just need to figure out the best way to do
it.

We are limited on doing paid family leave for all private employees in New York City.

Helpful to have a national policy so that what we do can mirror or harmonize with that
eventual solution, but can be done by Mayoral Personnel Order — isn’t something we can’t
do now, just something we’re not doing yet.

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 4:10 PM



To: Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams
<dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: paid family leave

Is there some policy piece these folks are missing

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I don't believe anything can be done unilaterally between Albany (and
potentially Council) requirements and collective bargaining requirements. I can
try to check. But, again, a national policy avoids these issues and ensures
everyone is covered.

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Again, national policy is the comprehensive way to do this. It's not "luck," it's
logic - of course the preference is a policy that avoids local hurdles and covers
everyone. But, as the comment I provided says, we are continuing to pursue this
on the local level too.

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 



Yes he has, including during the campaign, when he made clear it would require
Albany action and the City can't do it alone. Which, again, is why a
comprehensive national policy is the best bet, rather than trying to do this
piecemeal with various levels of governments or groups of workers.

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Background -- as the WaPo story made clear, the Mayor supports giving paid
family leave to city employees but there are Albany-related requirements and
other factors that mean he can't do it unilaterally. That's why a national policy is
the best way to do it, since that would bypass the local hurdles (and be much
more universal than city employees alone). Regardless, we have been studying
and working on how we can do this locally. 

Comment from me:

“Mayor de Blasio supports a national paid family leave policy as the most
comprehensive way to achieve this vital goal. We are also studying what we can do
locally, including how best to provide paid family leave to City employees.”

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 







From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Can we just send this back to him:
Background-
We cannot do unilaterally for workers who have collective bargaining relationships

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

For some workers, but not comprehensively.  We cannot do unilaterally for workers who have collective
bargaining relationships.  We can do unilaterally for managers and unrepresented workers.
 
 

From: <Spitalnick>, Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 7:24 PM
To: Dominic Williams <dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans,
Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <ashorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dean
Fuleihan <FuleihanD@omb.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: paid family leave
 
Is it factually accurate for the Post to say we could do this by exec order if we wanted?
 

On May 12, 2015, at 5:39 PM, Williams, Dominic <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

The things said below about the plan offered in the campaign are true — but we haven’t
embraced that proposal since the day it was made, and can’t claim to have taken any action
to move the policy forward, or even to be currently working to move that policy forward.
 
 

From: <Spitalnick>, Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 5:16 PM
To: John Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Dominic Williams <dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <ashorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dean
Fuleihan <FuleihanD@omb.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: paid family leave
 



•

•

•

•

•

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

++
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Our public proposal from 2013 said it would require Albany approval. And
yesterday I was told it would also need to be part of the collective bargaining
process....
 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
 
This is exactly why we shouldn’t be saying we’re limited by external factors.
 
We aren’t limited on leave for our own folks — we just need to figure out the
best way to do it.
 
We are limited on doing paid family leave for all private employees in New
York City.
 
Helpful to have a national policy so that what we do can mirror or harmonize
with that eventual solution, but can be done by Mayoral Personnel Order —
isn’t something we can’t do now, just something we’re not doing yet.
 
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 4:10 PM
To: Amy Spitalnick <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams
<dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: paid family leave
 
Is there some policy piece these folks are missing
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I don't believe anything can be done unilaterally between Albany
(and potentially Council) requirements and collective bargaining
requirements. I can try to check. But, again, a national policy avoids
these issues and ensures everyone is covered.



 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Again, national policy is the comprehensive way to do this. It's not
"luck," it's logic - of course the preference is a policy that avoids
local hurdles and covers everyone. But, as the comment I provided
says, we are continuing to pursue this on the local level too.
 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Yes he has, including during the campaign, when he made clear it
would require Albany action and the City can't do it alone. Which,
again, is why a comprehensive national policy is the best bet, rather
than trying to do this piecemeal with various levels of governments
or groups of workers.
 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Background -- as the WaPo story made clear, the Mayor supports
giving paid family leave to city employees but there are Albany-



related requirements and other factors that mean he can't do it
unilaterally. That's why a national policy is the best way to do it,
since that would bypass the local hurdles (and be much more
universal than city employees alone). Regardless, we have been
studying and working on how we can do this locally. 
 
Comment from me:
 
“Mayor de Blasio supports a national paid family leave policy as the
most comprehensive way to achieve this vital goal. We are also
studying what we can do locally, including how best to provide paid
family leave to City employees.”
 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 





From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:









From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

De Blasio: The left’s new star in Washington









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Group Supporting de Blasio’s Agenda Is Said to
Draw Interest of Ethics Panel

By MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM and WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM

MAY 12, 2015







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

UPDATED – Morning Joe appearance @ 8:20 AM
 
SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO
CITY OF NEW YORK
Wednesday, May 13, 2015
 
WEATHER            DC:         Hi of 71. Low of 51. Sunny.

CA:         Hi of 67. Low of 50. Cloudy.
ATTIRE:                 Business, Sunscreen for outdoor press conference
NOTES:                 - 

-  
- FLONYC flies to San Francisco at 3:30PM

                               
7:45 - 8:00            TRAVEL FROM  HOTEL EN ROUTE 400 N CAPITOL
ST NW
                                Travel Time:       15 mins.
 
7:45 - 8:00            COMMUNICATIONS CALL
                                Press Contact:   Monica Klein
                                                                               
8:20 - 8:45             APPEAR ON MORNING JOE WITH MAYOR CORNETT
                               Location:              400 N Capitol St NW, Washington, D.C.
20001, United States
                                               
8:45 - 8:55            TRAVEL FROM 400 N CAPITOL ST NW EN ROUTE RUSSELL



SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
                                Travel Time:       10 mins.
                                               
9:00 - 9:30            MEETING WITH SENATOR JAMES INHOFE AND MAYOR
MICK CORNETT
                                Location:              205 Russell Senate Office Building
                                               
9:40 - 9:50            TRAVEL FROM RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING EN
ROUTE 445 12TH ST SW
                                Travel Time:       10 mins.
                                               
10:00 - 10:30       MEETING WITH CHAIRMAN TOM WHEELER
                                Location:              FCC, 445 12th St SW, Washington, DC
20536
                                Note:                    Maya will meet you at the FCC
               
10:40 - 10:50       TRAVEL FROM 445 12TH ST SW EN ROUTE UNITED
STATES CAPITOL
                                Travel Time:       10 mins.
                               
11:00 - 11:30       LEADERSHIP MEETING WITH U.S. SENATE DEMOCRATIC
LEADER HARRY REID
                                Location:              S-221 U.S Capitol Building, Washington,
DC 20510
                                               
11:30 - 11:40       TRAVEL FROM U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING EN ROUTE
RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
                                Travel Time:       10 mins.
               
11:45 - 12:15       LEADERSHIP MEETING WITH CONGRESSMAN BILL
SHUSTER
                                Location:              2251 Rayburn House Office Building
 
12:15 - 12:45       LUNCH // PREP
                                Location:              2251 Rayburn House Office Building -
Cafeteria                                                                                          
               
12:45 - 12:50       TRAVEL FROM RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING EN
ROUTE PRESS CONFERENCE
                                Travel Time:       10 mins.
               
1:00 - 2:00            USCM PRESS CONFERENCE
                                Location:              U.S. Capitol - Area 10 (Corner of First
Street N.E. & Independence Ave. S.E.)
                                               



2:15 - 2:45            PREP CALL FOR TECH ROUNDTABLE EN ROUTE
Dial-in:                  
ID:                                 

 
2:30 - 3:15            TRAVEL FROM TBD EN ROUTE DULLES INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT
                                Travel Time:       45 mins.
                                               
3:00 - 3:30            CALL WITH CARDINAL DOLAN
                                Notes:                  Cardinal calls YOU
                                               
3:30 - 7:15            FYI: FLONYC EN ROUTE SFO AMERICAN AIRLINES 85
                                Travel Time:       6 hours 45 mins (-3 hours upon arrival)
                                               
4:45 - 8:00            TRAVEL FROM IAD EN ROUTE SFO - UNITED AIRLINES
1401
                                Travel Time:       5 hours 15 mins. (-3 hours upon arrival)
                                               
8:00 - 8:20            TRAVEL FROM SFO EN ROUTE 
                                Travel Time:       20 mins.
 
                                                               
RON
SAN FRANCISCO 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103
                                               
FLONYC SCHEDULE
 
11:30 - 12:30       WABC INTERVIEW
3:30 - 7:15            EN ROUTE SFO AMERICAN AIRLINES 85
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Oh my god!

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 8:13 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Spitalnick, Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Can we make sure MBDB calls Jill?

When my flight was cancelled I almost tried to get on that train. 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
That’s great.  And if MBDB can call at some point this AM, that would be good too.  What a complete 
nightmare.   We’ve all taken that train so many times.

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 8:06 AM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Spitalnick, Amy (OMB)" 
<SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" 
<ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Can we make sure MBDB calls Jill?

Fwiw I talked to her last nite over email so we have had one contact from us 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
Pls remind him to assume all "on the record". He has asked for that reminder previously
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Yes, I will flag for him after Morning Joe.



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

If he hasn’t already?  

Jillian Jorgensen (@Jill_Jorgensen)

5/13/15, 12:21 AM
Hi folks. I was on the Amtrak that derailed. I am in a hospital getting checked out and it 
was the worst experience of my life but I'm OK.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:











From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brian Lehrer Show (@BrianLehrer)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Here's How Hillary Clinton
Measures Up On Bill De Blasio's 13-
Point Progressive Litmus Test



1. Raise the federal minimum wage to $15 per hour.

2. Reform the National Labor Relations Act to enhance workers' rights.

3. Pass comprehensive immigration reform.

4. Oppose trade deals that “move power to corporations at the expense of
American jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment.”



5. Pass national paid sick leave.

6. Pass national paid family leave.

7. Make pre-K, after-school programs and child care universal.

8. Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit.

9. Allow students to refinance student loan debt.

10. Close the carried interest loophole.

11. End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas.

12. Implement the "Buffett Rule" so millionaires pay their fair share.

13. Closing the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take advantage of
"performance pay" write-offs.



Have a tip or story idea to share with us? Email us at scoops@huffingtonpost.com. We'll
keep your identity private unless you tell us otherwise.

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/bill-de-blasio-treads-carefully-washington-dc-n358056
 
"It's great news that Mayor de Blasio is adding his powerful voice to the growing movement to make
big ideas like debt-free college and expanding Social Security central to the 2016 presidential
debate," Adam Green, co-founder of the Progressive Change Campaign Committee, said in a
statement.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

No kidding!  Who the fuck IS this guy?  I can’t wait to meet him face-to-face…

Meanwhile, her campaign has remained in contact with liberal groups like the
Progressive Change Campaign Committee, which is encouraging Clinton to embrace
expanding Social Security and a debt-free college plan.
 

SNIP
 
“Two areas where words alone do make a difference are expanding social security and debt-free college,”
explained the PCCC’s Adam Green, pointing to a recent interview where her campaign manager mentioned
the latter. “If she were to give a speech or even send a tweet mentioning them, that would shift the entire
national discussion.”

 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 9:37 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gunaratna, Mahen"



<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael"
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA opening remarks
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 11, 2015 at 9:10 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Gunaratna, Mahen"
<MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael"
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: TPA opening remarks

Instead of saying what its not...why not call this the first installment on income inequality with room
to cover more ground on other issues in future

Just the emphasis on 'not' strikes me as limiting 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Don’t think she said it publicly, but am double checking:
 

Sarah NirVerified account

 
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

I’m sure we’ll rewrite on the plane - but here’s a starter.



 1 

GOALS: 
 
1.  Talk about income inequality as the crisis of our 
time, and The Progressive Agenda as a tangible way 
to combat it. 
 
2.  Highlight successful events this week in DC, 
especially TPA signing, with 85 top progressive 
leaders (including Secretary Reich) already signed 
on. 
 
3. Discuss the signing of the agenda as only a first 
step – now signees are engaging everyday 
Americans across the country to build a grassroots 
movement.    
  
4.  Drive audience to TPA website to sign on and get 
involved: progressiveagenda.us [Progressive 
Agenda DOT U-S]. 
  
BERKLEY-SPECIFIC POINTS: 
 

It is an honor to be speaking at this institution -- 
thank you Secretary Reich for the invitation. 

 
The very name Berkley is synonymous 
worldwide with progressivism and justice.   

 



 2 

Today, there’s critical work being done here 
towards ECONOMIC progress and justice.   
 
No one embodies the idea that defines this 
school’s history more than Secretary Reich.    

 
For him – and for you – higher education is not a 
passive experience.  What defines this 
institution is the idea that learning about the 
world means little unless you work 
aggressively to change it for the better. 

 
On the topic of our conversation today, 
Secretary Reich said QUOTE “we don't have to 
sit by and watch our meritocracy be replaced by 
a permanent aristocracy, and our democracy be 
undermined by dynastic wealth.” END QUOTE  

 
And he’s just one of many bright stars of 
progressive economics here.  Great minds like 
Professor Emmanuel Saez [Cy-Ez] are providing 
the lens through which we can accurately see 
the modern economy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

INEQUALITY STATISTICS 
  

We have now worse income inequality than at 
the time of the stock market crash in 1929. 

  
In America, the wealthiest 160,000 families own 
as much wealth as the poorest 145 million 
families. 

  
According to OxFam, by next year, the top one 
percent in the world will possess more wealth 
than the bottom 99 percent. 

  
Between 2009 and 2012 overall income per 
family grew 6.9 percent. The gains weren’t 
shared evenly, however. The top 1 percent saw 
their real income grow by 34.7 percent while the 
bottom 99 percent only saw a 0.8 percent gain, 
meaning that the 1 percent captured 91 percent 
of all real income. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

A report covered by the New York Times 
recently found that the top 25 hedge fund 
managers earned nearly $12 BILLION in 
compensation in 2014 – even while their funds 
were not so hot.  25 people.  $12 billion.  Think 
about that.  
 
o Should those folks really be paying a 

lower tax rate than the woman who 
cleans their beach house…or the guy who 
pilots their private plane?  That’s what 
our current tax system allows.  And that 
MUST change. 

  
TPA POINTS  
 

Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of 
progressive leaders in New York City to discuss 
the central crisis of our times – and that is 
income inequality. 
o Secretary Reich couldn’t make the trip to 

New York because he was teaching his 
class…and helping educate his students on 
some of these very issues. 

 

But out of that meeting, we reached out to other 
fellow progressives – including Secretary Reich, 
of course -- and worked together to generate a 
serious, bold set of solutions to that crisis. 



 5 

 
 
And two days ago in Washington, we introduced 
“The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income 
Inequality.” 
o 85 top progressive leaders have already 

signed on, including Secretary Reich, who 
now shares a distinction with both Howard 
Dean and Toni Morrison.  Not too bad, huh? 
 

These 13 progressive ideas will make an 
enormous difference in combatting income 
inequality: 
o BOLD steps like a $15 minimum wage; 
o National paid sick and family leave laws 
o Universal Pre-K, after-school and child care 
o Closing the tax loopholes that CEOs, hedge 

fund managers, and billionaires use to avoid 
paying their fair share. 

 
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very 
simple concept.  America needs economic 
policies that reward WORK…and not just 
wealth. 

 
 
 
 



 6 

 
There’s something happening out there…an 
urgent call for change…given voice by everyday 
people across this country.   
o Just last month, more than 60,000 people 

took to the streets in 200 cities – all fighting 
for a higher minimum wage.  

 
This isn’t business as usual.  It’s a new politics 
that puts PEOPLE ahead of profits…that 
values WORK instead of wealth.   
 
We’ll be calling on candidates and elected 
officials to stiffen their backbones, champion the 
progressive policies that our nation needs…and 
join our growing cause. 

 
The Progressive Agenda is a bold first step.  And 
there will be more to come. 

 
We’re asking everyday people across America to 
join us…to sign up at our website – Progressive 
Agenda DOT U-S. 
o If the esteemed professor here with me 

doesn’t think it would be rude, I’d like to 
encourage all of you with smart phones to 
go to the site right now and sign up: 
Progressive Agenda DOT U-S. 
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And spread the word to your friends and on 
social media. 
 
If ANYONE knows the power of everyday 
activism to bring about change, it’s the people on 
this campus.  We’re counting on you.   

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

yes
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Also - is tech roundtable closed press?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I've been asking. Most reporters still here luckily.

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 8:13 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Spitalnick, Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>,
"Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Can we make sure MBDB calls Jill?

When my flight was cancelled I almost tried to get on that train. 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
That’s great.  And if MBDB can call at some point this AM, that would be good too.  What a
complete nightmare.   We’ve all taken that train so many times.

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 8:06 AM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Spitalnick, Amy (OMB)"
<SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold,
Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Can we make sure MBDB calls Jill?



Fwiw I talked to her last nite over email so we have had one contact from us 
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
Pls remind him to assume all "on the record". He has asked for that reminder
previously
 

From
Sent
To

Subject
 
Yes, I will flag for him after Morning Joe.

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

If he hasn’t already?  

Jillian Jorgensen (@Jill_Jorgensen)

5/13/15, 12:21 AM
Hi folks. I was on the Amtrak that derailed. I am in a hospital getting
checked out and it was the worst experience of my life but I'm OK.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

We need to be careful here.
This is part political part official

From: <Hagelgans>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 12:59 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Singleton, Jessica" <JSingleton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fw: Friday event

Hi- do you have details on friday roundtable?
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
For your awareness:
 
I’m working on remarks for a roundtable Friday but hitting a snag.
 
The invite suggests we should go in there with an “ask.” So far, no one seems to know what that 
“ask” is.
 
I’ve been working with Jessie over the last two days and did get some background material. But as 
my deadline looms, I still have no clear idea of the “why” behind this event.
 
I’m sending in my draft (basically a scaled down version of this last tech remarks) but know that I’m 
flying blind on this one.
 
Just a little background for the inevitable confusion.
 
Thanks, Tanyanika
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Oh ok then I can brief you. But mpc, I just spoke to RO again and he says mayor does not know the
Friday meeting includes an ask, which is the most important part to make sure he is comfortable
with.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Mpc is in san fran :(

From
Sent
To
Subject

AH, let’s huddle in person with MPC.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Yes, I’ve given everything to Tananika. The missing piece is what ask the mayor will make of these
folks, which I need to ask him about when we talk. Our call was canceled today and rescheduled for
tomorrow so we’ll know then.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi- do you have details on friday roundtable?

From
Sent
To
Subject

For your awareness:
 
I’m working on remarks for a roundtable Friday but hitting a snag.
 
The invite suggests we should go in there with an “ask.” So far, no one seems to know what that
“ask” is.



 
I’ve been working with Jessie over the last two days and did get some background material. But as
my deadline looms, I still have no clear idea of the “why” behind this event.
 
I’m sending in my draft (basically a scaled down version of this last tech remarks) but know that I’m
flying blind on this one.
 
Just a little background for the inevitable confusion.
 
Thanks, Tanyanika
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

ok

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 1:03 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: tomorrow

Update - he now says he can handle 30 minutes with riffing.. So we won’t have to cut THAT much.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 3:56 PM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: tomorrow

Okay, I’ll  spend time on plane cutting

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 3:21 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: tomorrow

He was pretty insistent with me about 15

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 12:21 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: tomorrow

How intent are you at him sticking to 15 minutes?  Speech would be 15 minutes if he didn’t riff - but more 
like 35 if/when he does… not sure how much chopping i should do on the plane…

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 3:17 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: tomorrow

I askd for stream, but that is $$ and didn’t want it to look bad for us on his daughters campus



From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 12:18 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: tomorrow

Did i ever tell you that you rock?

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 3:14 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: tomorrow

It is being filmed and ready to be posted post event per my request 
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Roger.
 
MBDB just asked if we could have Santa Clara speech filmed… Is that something you could arrange?  If not, 
I can get our producer to work some quick magic
 

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 3:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: tomorrow
 
No, I want it actually prep time. This is BERKELY.  And open to the public.  He is going to get asked a lot of 
questions.
 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 12:07 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: tomorrow
 



Wait - I don’t gotcha.  Do you want me to try to fill that time with something?
 

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 2:48 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: tomorrow
 

So we have a bit of time in Berkley on site to prep tomorrow, which I really do think he will 
need. So didn’t want you to think it will be fun time.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: Capital Pro <info@capitalnewyork.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 4:16 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Capital Data: De Blasio's historically low deficits

Capital Data: De Blasio's historically low deficits

By Brendan Cheney

4:15 p.m. | May. 13, 2015

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s projected budget deficits for the final three years of his budget plan are the smallest 
combined deficits since 2002, according to an analysis by Capital.

De Blasio released his executive budget last week and projected a balanced budget for Fiscal Year 2015 and 
Fiscal Year 2016. He projected a surplus of $1.6 billion for Fiscal Year 2017, and deficits of $2 billion and 
$2.9 billion for fiscal years 2018 and 2019, respectively.

Added together, de Blasio projected a net deficit of $3.3 billion over the next four years. None of former 
mayor Michael Bloomberg's executive budgets had smaller combined deficits.

De Blasio is benefiting from a growing economy and strong revenue growth. City revenues increased by 6 
percent in 2013 and 2.6 percent in 2014. And he projected revenue growth of 8.5 percent in 2015, a 
decrease of 1.7 percent in 2016, but increases of between 2.4 percent and 2.8 percent in 2017, 2018 and 
2019.

Gross domestic product has increased by more than 2 percent in 2012, 2013, and 2014 and is projected to 
grow by between 2.5 percent and 3 percent in 2015, 2016, and 2017.

The largest projected total deficits were during the recent recession. Bloomberg projected a combined 
deficit in the 2009 executive plan of $15.2 billion. In the 2010 executive budget, his total projected deficit 
was $13.8 billion and in 2011 he projected a $15.1 billion deficit.

In the face of these large deficits, Bloomberg enacted budget cuts, called the Program to Eliminate the Gap 
or PEGs, so that the 2014 budget was $6.5 billion less than it otherwise would have been, according to his 
budget documents.

But there were also large budget deficits projected in the years before the recession. In the 2004 executive 
budget plan, Bloomberg projected an $11.5 billion deficit. In 2005 he projected a $12.4 billion deficit and 
in 2006 projected an $11.4 billion deficit.



Below is a chart showing the same budget plans but breaking out the projection for each year. We only 
show years 2, 3, and 4 because there were balanced budgets projected for the current year and year 1 in 
all of the plans we reviewed. For example, in the most recent executive budget, de Blasio projected a 
balanced budget in the current year (2015) and year 1 (2016), a surplus in year 2 (2017), and deficits in 
year 3 (2018) and year 4 (2019).

The story is the same in this chart, showing larger deficits in 2009, 2010 and 2011.

The city’s fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30. So the 2015 fiscal year started July 1, 2014 and will 
end June 30, 2015. The 2016 fiscal year will start on July 1, 2015 and end June 30, 2016.

You've received this Capital Pro content because your customized settings include: City Hall (all articles) or 
one of the following City Hall topics: Bill de Blasio.

To change your alert settings, please go to your Pro settings page.

This email alert has been sent for the exclusive use of Capital Pro subscriber jfdc@akpdmedia.com. 
Forwarding or reproducing the alert without the express, written permission of Capital Pro is a violation of 
federal law and the Capital Pro subscription agreement. Copyright © 2015 by CapNY LLC. To subscribe to 
Pro, please go to http://www.capitalnewyork.com/page/why-pro.

If you believe this has been sent to you in error, please safely unsubscribe.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yes
But you will have wifi on this flight…. I already checked :)

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 1:34 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fwd: KQED

Do you wanna lock down?  We are wheels up in a bit 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Peter Ragone <
Date: May 13, 2015 at 4:24:18 PM EDT
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: KQED

See below. Still haven't heard anything on times for anything else. 

I produce the morning show “Forum” hosted by Michael Krasny here at KQED, the NPR in 
San Francisco. (We’re the equivalent of the “The Brian Lehrer Show” in SF.) 
 
When he’s in town later this week, would Mayor de Blasio be available to join us for an 
interview at our SF studios – either 9-9:30 or 9:30-10 am, either Thursday or Friday 
morning? 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Irene Noguchi
Producer
KQED's Forum
(415) 553-2368
inoguchi@kqed.org



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Love it!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Mahen,
 
You would be wicked proud of MPC — I told Riech folks that I need audio as soon as it is over and have
drop box already for them.
 
And Santa Clara is the same.  Santa Clara video will also be avail.
 

From: <Gunaratna>, Mahen Gunaratna <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 1:36 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil
Walzak <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Andrea Hagelgans <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Tomorrow's Events
 
For tomorrow’s events, since the first one is panel discussion-style and the second is a more formal
delivery followed by Q&A, I would recommend that, in the interests of amplification, we focus on
transcribing his remarks at the top for the Reich event and his speech at Santa Clara. We can then
blast out those portions so we’re hitting on our core message.
 
For the discussion part with Professor Reich and the Q&A with students at Santa Clara, I can get
those transcripts outsourced and hopefully completed by COB Friday – am assuming they will drag
on for a while.
 
Let me know if any objections.
 
Mahen
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

http://www.vice.com/read/why-does-bill-de-blasio-think-he-can-save-the-democratic-party-512

Errol Louis, the host of NY1's Inside City Hall, a nightly news show that covers all things de Blasio,

disagreed, saying that while the mayor visited Washington to amplify his own spotlight, there is also

real change he can effect in the city.

"De Blasio needs $14 billion for NYCHA [New York's public housing agency], $15 billion to keep mass

transit running, and a higher minimum wage and more favorable unionization rules to slow and

reverse a surge of poverty and homelessness," Louis told me over email. "Given the hostility of the

GOP-controlled Congress, changing the national conversation is the only way to make progress."

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

yup

From: Peter Ragone <
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 1:53 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: KQED

In studio?

On May 13, 2015, at 1:50 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

NPR

From: Peter Ragone <
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 1:50 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: KQED

For this or for Ferlinghetti?

On May 13, 2015, at 1:34 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Ragone!!!!!

We can do 9-930 on Friday if that works?

Begin forwarded message:

From: Peter Ragone <
Date: May 13, 2015 at 4:24:18 PM EDT



To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: KQED

See below. Still haven't heard anything on times for anything 
else. 

I produce the morning show “Forum” hosted by Michael Krasny 
here at KQED, the NPR in San Francisco. (We’re the equivalent 
of the “The Brian Lehrer Show” in SF.) 
 
When he’s in town later this week, would Mayor de Blasio be 
available to join us for an interview at our SF studios – either 9-
9:30 or 9:30-10 am, either Thursday or Friday morning? 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Irene Noguchi
Producer
KQED's Forum
(415) 553-2368
inoguchi@kqed.org



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Think it's unfair...

…for NBC National to quote Mike Morey as a pundit and not mention that he served as Quinn’s spox
during the campaign and attacked us constantly (and continues to do so well into our mayoralty).
 
Reporter’s email address is 
 
--
 
http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/bill-de-blasio-treads-carefully-washington-dc-n358056

Michael Morey, a Democratic political strategist in New York City who has worked for numerous
New York Democrats including Sen. Chuck Schumer said it's probably too early in his first term for de
Blasio to start traveling the country and focusing his attention elsewhere. He said that while de
Blasio has implemented some policies such as universal pre-school for some New York children and
pledged 200,000 additional units of affordable housing, he hasn't yet completely established himself
well enough to tout accomplishments.

--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
Bcc:
Subject:
Date:

Title Live on KQED with Scott Shafer
All Day Event  
Start Time 5/15/2015 9:06 AM
End Time 5/15/2015 9:20 AM
Location 2601 Mariposa Street, SF 94110
Borough  
Travel Time  
Car  
Follow Up  
Attendees  
Site Contact  
Site Contact Phone  
Staff Contact  
Press Contact  
Site Advance  
Set Up  
Podium No
Remarks  
Press  
Format  
Note  
Background  
Recurrence  
Site Advance:Email
Address

 

Site Advance:Mobile
Number

 

Staff Contact:Mobile
Number

 

Press Contact:Mobile
Number

 

 
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Given that most of these folks are persons of stature quite apart from our Mayor, I
don’t think you should have him telling them that they are “real progressive
leaders.” It may strike some as patronizing. And he doesn’t like to say “I hope” -  he
likes to be more assertive, more like, “we are going to continue collaborating…”
 Please try to rework it and let me see it again.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



Yes - hayley has

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 4:15 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail
<  John Davis <  Hayley Prim
<  jeani murray <  Rebecca Katz
<
Subject: RE: Follow-up

Good. Can I see the thank you  email message before it goes out?

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

I think we’re good to send out the Thank You emails to: a) attendees; b) signers.  That
should be enough for today.

Then tomorrow, I’ll  hopefully have the agreed-upon language re: debt-free college, SS,
and mass incarceration - and we can send that around to group then.



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

I am nervous about this one, BUT think it could be the coolest one we have done

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2015 at 5:42 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Reich Layout and ROS

Thanks for this.  I have wifi and he doesn't (don't ask) but I showed him this and he feels better 

On May 13, 2015, at 7:23 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

About 300 Attendees
Being Filmed for Documentary— four cameras  - two on stage. Two in the Audience
Attire: The documentary crew would like you to NOT wear a WHITE Shirt, but I told them I was unsure if you packed anything but 
White and they were okay.
Overall it is made for an intimate conversation around income inequality (the working title of the documentary is something like 
“Fixing the Income Inequality Gap"

ROS:



<Screen Shot 2015-05-13 at 5.18.00 PM.png>





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

With riffing, this should be 15-20 minutes.

I aligned it much more with your Roosevelt remarks, rather than Iowa/Nebraska.

If you WANTED to talk longer, you could go into The Progressive Agenda we unveiled on Tuesday.  But that 
may be a little too stuffy for this crowd.

Let me know, though, and I can add more substance in.

===

EMBARGOED UNTIL DELIVERY
 

DRAFT REMARKS
Mayor Bill de Blasio

Santa Clara University
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 1 

EMBARGOED UNTIL DELIVERY

DRAFT REMARKS
Mayor Bill de Blasio

Santa Clara University

Thank you Father Engh [Ing] for that warm introduction.  

Thanks to Molly McDonald in the Office of the President for all of 
her support in making today possible. 

It’s such an honor to be here at this great institution.

This university is a special place, defined by academic excellence, 
world-class innovation, a spirit of community, and a stunningly 
beautiful campus.

But for me, it’s special for a personal reason.  

As many of you know, New York’s inspiring First Lady and I are 
very proud parents of a current Santa Clara student.  

Now, I won’t say TOO much about Chiara.  I don’t want to be 
THAT dad.  Poor Chiara probably thought the last time I’d speak 
in her class was at Career Day in elementary school.

But I will say this – she is one of the brightest, boldest most 
compassionate people I know, and she feels like she fits right in at 
this school.  So to me, that says more about all of you than just 
about anything could.

The area that surrounds this campus has been one of modern 
history’s most important cradles of innovation.  
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As the mayor of a city with its OWN booming tech sector, I can 
tell you how much I appreciate all the power that comes from a 
culture of forward-looking creativity. 

But so much of that power is dependent on the idea that the best 
and brightest come from every neighborhood. The next great 
coders could be born in any zip code.  

If we become a country where opportunity for all is precluded by 
heavily concentrated wealth at the very top, then we’d lose so 
much.

That’s why I’m here today -- to speak to you about what I see as 
the biggest economic challenge we face: income inequality.

I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed 
then – and still believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that 
is income inequality.

I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had 
become, particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re 
home to Wall Street, which has come roaring back – breaking 
record after record.  At the same time, 46 percent of our population 
was living at or near the poverty line. 

I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality 
posed a threat to those who were struggling…not simply because 
those in the middle class felt more and more anxious about staying 
IN the middle class…but because living in a Gilded City was a 
threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to what made New York
so great for so many generations prior.

So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real 
successes – universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who 
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wants it.  We more than DOUBLED the number of young people 
with access to after-school programs.

We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  
We extended the living wage to thousands more.  More than 
190,000 New Yorkers now have a municipal ID – and that number 
is rapidly growing. 

And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal 
affordable housing plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to 
building or preserving 200,000 units of affordable housing, and 
requiring – for the first time ever – that developers include 
affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in New York.

AND we have pledged to end poverty for 800,000 New Yorkers 
over the next ten years.  Nothing defines the fight against 
inequality more than lifting people out of poverty.

We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality 
every way we know how – with every tool at our disposal.

I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, 
and to help rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the 
borders of my city.  

When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon 
many policies first developed in states and cities across America.  
His collaboration with my predecessor, New York Mayor Fiorello 
LaGuardia, defined that era’s commitment to solving the challenge 
of economic inequality at every level of government. 

Governors, mayors, city and state legislatures – we all have the 
opportunity to incubate ideas at the local level, and create 
momentum for real, progressive national change.
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Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum --
have converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to enact 
bold structural changes to rebuild our middle class.

In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just 
wealth.  

That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the 
minimum wage, strengthening the rights of workers to organize, 
and cracking down on wage theft.

It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid 
sick and paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school 
programs and child care; and helping students graduate from 
college without a mountain of debt hanging over their heads.

And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system 
more fair – closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the 
wealthy use to take their massive profits and wealth…and simply 
pile up greater profits and wealth for themselves.

Just one example: the carried interest loophole that allows 
billionaire hedge fund managers to pay a lower overall tax rate 
than the hardworking men and women who clean their summer 
homes, or pilot their private jets.  That loophole needs to be closed 
NOW. 

Now, you may ask yourself how loopholes like this are even 
possible.  It’s because the system is rigged to benefit those at the 
top – and to leave everybody else behind.

We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to 
create more success stories.
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We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re 
willing to work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.”

For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It 
was the definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that 
promise…that dream…has steadily slipped away.

And that’s why we have to stand together.  

Elected officials at every level – the federal, state, and local level.  
Progressive economists like Robert Reich, and Joe Stiglitz – with 
whom Elizabeth Warren and I appeared earlier this week.  Civil 
rights leaders.  Cultural leaders.  Heads of progressive groups.  

And YOU.  Young people who have the passion and drive and 
ideas and energy to demand MORE from your government.  Here 
in California, and all over the country.

Because…you know what?  The American people are already 
there.  

In 2014, four so-called “Red States” passed a minimum wage 
increase. 

Just look at the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, 
with more than 60,000 people taking to the streets to fight for a 
minimum wage.  

It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR 
voices…and to follow THEIR lead.

And we need YOUR help to make that happen.

Franklin Roosevelt said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to help each 
other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an 
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alien power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not 
a President and Senators and Congressmen and government 
officials but the voters of this country.  END QUOTE.

So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of 
economic inequality is massive.  But it is well within our power to 
take it head on, and a make a real difference. 

And we won’t do it from the top-down.  That never works.  

We’ll do it as a progressive force…city by city, neighborhood by 
neighborhood…listening to the people who sent us to make the 
change for which they hunger.

Answering THEIR call…their DEMAND…that we create a more 
just nation, and an economy that works for EVERYONE again.

Thank you so much.

###
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Attachments:

GOALS:
 

1.  Talk about income inequality as the crisis of our 
time, and The Progressive Agenda as a tangible way to 
combat it.
 

2.  Highlight successful events this week in DC, 
especially TPA signing, with 85 top progressive 
leaders (including Secretary Reich) already signed 
on.
 

3. Discuss the signing of the agenda as only a first step 
– now signees are engaging everyday Americans across 
the country to build a grassroots movement.  
 
4.  Drive audience to TPA website to sign on and get 
involved: progressiveagenda.us [Progressive Agenda 
DOT U-S].
 
BERKLEY-SPECIFIC POINTS:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->It is an honor to be speaking 
at this institution -- thank you Secretary Reich for 
the invitation.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->The very name Berkley is 



synonymous worldwide with progressivism and 
justice. 

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Today, there’s critical work 
being done here towards ECONOMIC progress and 
justice. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->No one embodies the idea 
that defines this school’s history more than 
Secretary Reich.  

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->For him – and for you – 
higher education is not a passive experience.  What 
defines this institution is the idea that learning 
about the world means little unless you work 
aggressively to change it for the better.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->On the topic of our 
conversation today, Secretary Reich said QUOTE 
“we don't have to sit by and watch our meritocracy 
be replaced by a permanent aristocracy, and our 
democracy be undermined by dynastic wealth.” 
END QUOTE

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And he’s just one of many 
bright stars of progressive economics here.  Great 
minds like Professor Emmanuel Saez [Cy-Ez] are 
providing the lens through which we can 
accurately see the modern economy.



 
 
 
 
 
 

INEQUALITY STATISTICS
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We have now worse income 
inequality than at the time of the stock market 
crash in 1929.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->In America, the wealthiest 

160,000 families own as much wealth as the 
poorest 145 million families.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->According to OxFam, by next 

year, the top one percent in the world will possess 
more wealth than the bottom 99 percent.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Between 2009 and 2012 

overall income per family grew 6.9 percent. The 
gains weren’t shared evenly, however. The top 1 
percent saw their real income grow by 34.7 percent 
while the bottom 99 percent only saw a 0.8 percent 
gain, meaning that the 1 percent captured 91 
percent of all real income.

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->A report covered by the 
New York Times recently found that the top 25 
hedge fund managers earned nearly $12 BILLION in 
compensation in 2014 – even while their funds 
were not so hot.  25 people.  $12 billion.  Think 
about that. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Should those folks 
really be paying a lower tax rate than the 
woman who cleans their beach house…or 
the guy who pilots their private plane?  
That’s what our current tax system allows.  
And that MUST change.

 
TPA POINTS
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Six weeks ago, I convened a 
small group of progressive leaders in New York City 
to discuss the central crisis of our times – and that 
is income inequality.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Secretary Reich 
couldn’t make the trip to New York because he 
was teaching his class…and helping educate his 
students on some of these very issues.



 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->But out of that meeting, we 
reached out to other fellow progressives – 
including Secretary Reich, of course -- and worked 
together to generate a serious, bold set of 
solutions to that crisis.
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And two days ago in 
Washington, we introduced “The Progressive 
Agenda to Combat Income Inequality.”

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->85 top progressive 
leaders have already signed on, including 
Secretary Reich, who now shares a distinction 
with both Howard Dean and Toni Morrison.  
Not too bad, huh?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->These 13 progressive ideas 
will make an enormous difference in combatting 
income inequality:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->BOLD steps like a $15 
minimum wage;

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->National paid sick and 
family leave laws

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Universal Pre-K, after-
school and child care

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Closing the tax 
loopholes that CEOs, hedge fund managers, and 
billionaires use to avoid paying their fair share.



 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->The Progressive Agenda 
comes down to a very simple concept.  America 
needs economic policies that reward WORK…
and not just wealth.

 
 
 
 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->There’s something 
happening out there…an urgent call for change…
given voice by everyday people across this country.  

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->Just last month, more 
than 60,000 people took to the streets in 200 
cities – all fighting for a higher minimum wage. 

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->This isn’t business as usual.  
It’s a new politics that puts PEOPLE ahead of 
profits…that values WORK instead of wealth. 
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We’ll be calling on 
candidates and elected officials to stiffen their 
backbones, champion the progressive policies that 
our nation needs…and join our growing cause.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->The Progressive Agenda is a 
bold first step.  And there will be more to come.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We’re asking everyday 
people across America to join us…to sign up at our 



website – Progressive Agenda DOT U-S.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o <!--[endif]-->If the esteemed 

professor here with me doesn’t think it would 
be rude, I’d like to encourage all of you with 
smart phones to go to the site right now and 
sign up: Progressive Agenda DOT U-S.

 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And spread the word to 
your friends and on social media.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->If ANYONE knows the 
power of everyday activism to bring about change, 
it’s the people on this campus.  We’re counting on 
you. 
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GOALS: 
 
1.  Talk about income inequality as the crisis of our 
time, and The Progressive Agenda as a tangible way 
to combat it. 
 
2.  Highlight successful events this week in DC, 
especially TPA signing, with 85 top progressive 
leaders (including Secretary Reich) already signed 
on. 
 
3. Discuss the signing of the agenda as only a first 
step – now signees are engaging everyday 
Americans across the country to build a grassroots 
movement.    
  
4.  Drive audience to TPA website to sign on and get 
involved: progressiveagenda.us [Progressive 
Agenda DOT U-S]. 
  
BERKLEY-SPECIFIC POINTS: 
 

It is an honor to be speaking at this institution -- 
thank you Secretary Reich for the invitation. 

 
The very name Berkley is synonymous 
worldwide with progressivism and justice.   
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Today, there’s critical work being done here 
towards ECONOMIC progress and justice.   
 
No one embodies the idea that defines this 
school’s history more than Secretary Reich.    

 
For him – and for you – higher education is not a 
passive experience.  What defines this 
institution is the idea that learning about the 
world means little unless you work 
aggressively to change it for the better. 

 
On the topic of our conversation today, 
Secretary Reich said QUOTE “we don't have to 
sit by and watch our meritocracy be replaced by 
a permanent aristocracy, and our democracy be 
undermined by dynastic wealth.” END QUOTE  

 
And he’s just one of many bright stars of 
progressive economics here.  Great minds like 
Professor Emmanuel Saez [Cy-Ez] are providing 
the lens through which we can accurately see 
the modern economy. 
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INEQUALITY STATISTICS 
  

We have now worse income inequality than at 
the time of the stock market crash in 1929. 

  
In America, the wealthiest 160,000 families own 
as much wealth as the poorest 145 million 
families. 

  
According to OxFam, by next year, the top one 
percent in the world will possess more wealth 
than the bottom 99 percent. 

  
Between 2009 and 2012 overall income per 
family grew 6.9 percent. The gains weren’t 
shared evenly, however. The top 1 percent saw 
their real income grow by 34.7 percent while the 
bottom 99 percent only saw a 0.8 percent gain, 
meaning that the 1 percent captured 91 percent 
of all real income. 
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A report covered by the New York Times 
recently found that the top 25 hedge fund 
managers earned nearly $12 BILLION in 
compensation in 2014 – even while their funds 
were not so hot.  25 people.  $12 billion.  Think 
about that.  
 
o Should those folks really be paying a 

lower tax rate than the woman who 
cleans their beach house…or the guy who 
pilots their private plane?  That’s what 
our current tax system allows.  And that 
MUST change. 

  
TPA POINTS  
 

Six weeks ago, I convened a small group of 
progressive leaders in New York City to discuss 
the central crisis of our times – and that is 
income inequality. 
o Secretary Reich couldn’t make the trip to 

New York because he was teaching his 
class…and helping educate his students on 
some of these very issues. 

 

But out of that meeting, we reached out to other 
fellow progressives – including Secretary Reich, 
of course -- and worked together to generate a 
serious, bold set of solutions to that crisis. 
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And two days ago in Washington, we introduced 
“The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income 
Inequality.” 
o 85 top progressive leaders have already 

signed on, including Secretary Reich, who 
now shares a distinction with both Howard 
Dean and Toni Morrison.  Not too bad, huh? 
 

These 13 progressive ideas will make an 
enormous difference in combatting income 
inequality: 
o BOLD steps like a $15 minimum wage; 
o National paid sick and family leave laws 
o Universal Pre-K, after-school and child care 
o Closing the tax loopholes that CEOs, hedge 

fund managers, and billionaires use to avoid 
paying their fair share. 

 
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very 
simple concept.  America needs economic 
policies that reward WORK…and not just 
wealth. 
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There’s something happening out there…an 
urgent call for change…given voice by everyday 
people across this country.   
o Just last month, more than 60,000 people 

took to the streets in 200 cities – all fighting 
for a higher minimum wage.  

 
This isn’t business as usual.  It’s a new politics 
that puts PEOPLE ahead of profits…that 
values WORK instead of wealth.   
 
We’ll be calling on candidates and elected 
officials to stiffen their backbones, champion the 
progressive policies that our nation needs…and 
join our growing cause. 

 
The Progressive Agenda is a bold first step.  And 
there will be more to come. 

 
We’re asking everyday people across America to 
join us…to sign up at our website – Progressive 
Agenda DOT U-S. 
o If the esteemed professor here with me 

doesn’t think it would be rude, I’d like to 
encourage all of you with smart phones to 
go to the site right now and sign up: 
Progressive Agenda DOT U-S. 
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And spread the word to your friends and on 
social media. 
 
If ANYONE knows the power of everyday 
activism to bring about change, it’s the people on 
this campus.  We’re counting on you.   
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Subject:
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Here are some MSNBC hits that were favorable:
 
MSNBC: http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=d5763898-2583-
4392-af4f-187a079c3c0f
MSNBC – The Cycle: http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?
SavedEditID=7fbd53e6-381d-4fd6-9385-bed92a499847
MSNBC – NOW with Alex Wagner: http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?
SavedEditID=57c502b9-ba29-4cd6-9c71-b483590a0751
 
In addition to the stories you cited, you could also point to any of the following:
 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-emerging-populist-
agenda/2015/05/12/525ad83e-f7f9-11e4-a13c-193b1241d51a_story.html
http://www.ibtimes.com/bill-de-blasio-income-inequality-nyc-mayor-slams-
washington-not-helping-middle-class-1918572
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2015/05/12/1384178/-Warren-DeBlasio-Stiglitz-
Reveal-Liberal-Manifesto-Rewriting-the-Rules-at-9am-Livestream
http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2015-05-12/de-blasio-stiglitz-and-
warren-team-up-as-avengers-of-inequality
http://www.usatoday.com/videos/news/nation/2015/05/12/27199361/
http://apr.org/post/nyc-mayor-seeks-national-spotlight-new-contract-america
http://www.wnyc.org/story/de-blasio-seeks-support-progressive-agenda/
http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/the-democratic-partys-new-do-list
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/de-blasio-pushes-progressive-line-article-
1.2219236
 
Not seeing any mentions on national evening news.
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Sir,

When you are ready, folks will dial in for your prep for Tech Roundtable tomorrow:

Dial-in Number:  Meeting ID: 
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Very helpful. Thanks
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Have them dial in pls
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Sir,

When you are ready, folks will dial in for your prep for Tech Roundtable tomorrow:

Dial-in Number:  Meeting ID: 
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Beautiful and perfectly pertinent
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Mayor:
 
Here are two examples of app modification that would require TLC review. Important to stress that
this is not about TLC reviewing the software or technology. TLC is looking to review substantial
changes that could impact the fundamental ways the service is provided (what the customer and
driver see on the screen), which is at the core of TLC’s function as a regulator.
 

• An app works with a base that changes its rate. TLC would want to ensure that the rates the
passengers see on the app are consistent with the rates TLC has on file for the base. Basic
consumer protection.

• An app that has worked exclusively with black cars, for the first time starts working with a
livery base to dispatch livery rides. Livery bases are required to give passengers a binding
fare quote at the time of the request, but Black Car bases aren’t. If they use the same
passenger interface, the dispatch could occur without the binding quote, which a)
inadvertently puts both the base and the app in violation of the rules, and b) doesn’t serve
the passenger appropriately. TLC would want to simply prevent that from happening.

 
Thanks,
Jessie
 
 
 
 
 
Uber and Internet Giants Assail New York City’s Plan to Bolster Rules for Car-Hire Apps
By MATT FLEGENHEIMER     MAY 13, 2015
 
From the stage of a Midtown Manhattan ballroom last week, Mayor Bill de Blasio indulged in “a
little bit of positive bragging” about the success of start-ups in the city.
 
On Thursday, Mr. de Blasio is scheduled to be honored at a reception in California, hosted by several
tech moguls, to raise money for a political group run by the mayor’s close allies.
 
But as Mr. de Blasio moves to court Silicon Valley, Internet titans including Facebook, Google and
Twitter this week have issued a public rebuke of the de Blasio administration on an ostensibly
obscure subject: municipal taxi policy.
 
At issue is a rule, proposed by the city’s Taxi and Limousine Commission, aimed at bolstering its
regulation over the fledgling app market that has helped reshape the taxi industry. Under the
proposal, smartphone app operators “must apply for approval of a modification” for certain changes



to any app used to arrange vehicle rides for hire.
 
Opponents have said the proposal, which is scheduled to be discussed at a hearing in two weeks,
could effectively grant the commission veto power over software updates, though the
administration has disputed this characterization.
 
“We are troubled by the substance of the draft, which appears to indicate a significant departure
from this administration’s policy of encouraging innovation, one that risks undermining New York’s
progress and status as a global leader,” reads a letter from the Internet Association, a lobbying and
advocacy group in Washington, and several of the technology companies it represents. Yahoo, AOL
and eBay are also among those who signed.
 
The company Uber, which is named in neither the proposal nor the letter, is widely considered the
focus of both. Uber operates nearly 16,000 affiliated black cars in New York, according to the
commission, roughly 63 percent of the citywide total.
 
City officials played down the scope of the proposed rules.
 
Meera Joshi, the city’s taxi commissioner, said in a statement that the measure would “codify basic
safety and consumer protection requirements that most apps have already adopted, and, to a large
extent, it is their best practices that are the backbone of the rules.”
 
The commissioner said it was only logical that “material changes to driver and passenger interfaces”
receive review from the commission to ensure compliance. But officials insisted that they were not
seeking to review every app upgrade, only changes that might significantly affect passengers or
drivers. The commission said equivalent provisions had already been in place for a successful “e-hail
pilot” for yellow taxis.
 
The politics of the taxi industry, which has donated hundreds of thousands of dollars to Mr. de
Blasio, have long been fraught for the mayor. Many industry officials, startled by decreases in
medallion values, have called for the de Blasio administration to place stricter oversight over apps
like Uber.
 
One prominent medallion owner, Evgeny Freidman, helped arrange a pivotal private meeting
between Mr. de Blasio and the leader of the city’s sergeants union amid the public rift between City
Hall and police unions this year. Mr. Freidman, one of the mayor’s top fund-raisers, recently asked
the city to pursue a bailout of sorts for fleet owners, urging officials to guarantee taxi medallion
loans. (The city has brushed off the suggestion.)
 
Yet since their entry into the city’s taxi market in 2012, app providers have themselves chafed at city
policies at times. In a statement on Wednesday, Matthew Wing, a spokesman for Uber, said the
proposed rules “threaten the options” riders and drivers have come to rely on.
 
Wiley Norvell, a spokesman for the mayor, said the city’s approach aimed to “foster innovation,
while maintaining our responsibility to protect the public interest.”



 
City officials defended their tech-friendliness in general, noting several initiatives the mayor has
undertaken to date. These have included a bid to convert former pay phone hubs into Wi-Fi hot
spots and a $70 million investment over the next decade to improve broadband infrastructure, with
an eye toward expanding access in low-income neighborhoods.
 
At a technology conference last week, Mr. de Blasio said he hoped to build on the previous
administration’s work on technology issues, but added, “We take a more populist approach.”
 
 
Full letter from Internet Association (http://internetassociation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/Letter-to-de-Blasio-1.pdf)
 
Dear Mayor de Blasio,
 
The below developers and organizations write to express our concern over the New York City Taxi &
Limousine Commission’s proposed FHV Dispatch Application Rules.
 
New York City is facing an important choice about how to approach its future as a global hub of
innovation: whether to encourage and harness developments that create more opportunity for
more New Yorkers, or to slow the pace of progress and discourage investment in our city.
 
Over the past decade, New York City has transformed itself into a global center of tech innovation
with Silicon Alley in Manhattan, DUMBO in Brooklyn and Long Island City in Queens becoming
anchors of their communities and diversifying New York’s economic engine. Homegrown companies
have become international success stories, while companies from further afield have established
major presences here.
 
We are troubled by the substance of the draft, which appears to indicate a significant departure
from this administration’s policy of encouraging innovation, one that risks undermining New York’s
progress and status as a global leader.
 
The draft would prohibit use of any build of an application not inspected and approved by the TLC,
giving an agency tasked with regulation of taxis and for-hire vehicles veto authority over software
updates. It would also impose an arbitrary $1,000 fee on any developer wanting to offer their
software; a cost bearable to established players but not to new market entrants. While we do not
develop software for transportation providers, we are gravely concerned by the unprecedented
decision to subject software available around the world to pre-release review by a city agency.
 
City agencies can and should encourage innovation and new entrants to the market. We strongly
encourage you to reconsider these rules, and to invite leaders from the New York software
community to participate in a more deliberate consultation process. The choice we face is an
important one, and we look forward to working with you to elevate New York’s place as a global
technology leader.
 



Sincerely,
Internet Association
 
Facebook
Google
Twitter
Yahoo!
AOL
Yelp
IAC
Ebay, Inc.
Expedia, Inc.
TechNet
Travel Tech (The Travel Technology Association)
Techstars
Application Developers Alliance
Consumer Electronics Association
Internet Coalition
New York Tech Meet-Up
Coalition for Queens
Transmosis
Avetta
Button
Metta
Purchia Communications
Metromile
srfr
Portal A
Velocity Venture Capital
State Privacy and Security Coalition, Inc
 
 
 
___
Jessica Singleton
Digital Director @nycgov
@jessay286
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Mayor,
 
Here are notes about Ron Conway’s Pledge 1% campaign, suggested asks for your TechTable
conversation tomorrow, and your remarks from TechCrunch. I sent examples about the TLC
regulation under separate cover.
 
 
Ron’s Pledge 1% Campaign:

• Last week in New York City, Ron Conway announced the launch of the Pledge 1% Campaign
(with Robin Hood). This campaign asks tech companies to pledge 1% of their time and equity
to philanthropy. The company decides what charity they want to commit to.

• This campaign encourages the kind of civic engagement from the tech community that the
City of New York is committed to fostering through our programs:

o Center for Youth Employment (jobs and internships)
o Tech Talent Pipeline (industry partnerships for training, mentorships, job placement,

and real-time feedback about skills)
o Broadband Taskforce (experts from private sector and academia who are advising the

City on our broadband strategy to ensure universal, affordable, high-speed Internet
access)

 
Suggested “asks” for t4a.org TechTable conversation:

• Economic empowerment: Help us make tech a five-borough industry, cultivating local talent
in neighborhoods across the five-boroughs.

o Sample solution: Tech companies partner with community-based organizations to
empower residents with skills and exposure to opportunities in the industry

• How can we attract the best tech talent to the city – as partners outside government or
talent who works for the City – to help solve pressing urban challenges?

o Sample solution: Peace Corps for Techies
 
 
Your remarks from Tech Crunch: Our three-part policy framework to support the tech ecosystem's
growth broke through with precision and clarity, and your conversation with Kim sharply defined the
connections between inequity, access, and growth.
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___
Jessica Singleton
Digital Director @nycgov
@jessay286

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

FYI, saw that he’s taking call-in questions from listeners tomorrow during the radio interview.
 
Anticipate that we could get criticized back here, especially given the recent Newsday story that he
doesn’t do town halls or take questions from everyday New Yorkers (i.e. - “Mayor takes questions
on the radio from Californians, but has never done so from New Yorkers during his 17 months in
office…”)
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Will do!

On May 14, 2015, at 9:13 AM, Gunaratna, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Ahh, got it. But if you could still record, that would be helpful, because the station
livestream isn’t working.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Actually that's tomorrow AM

On May 14, 2015, at 9:03 AM, Gunaratna, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
wrote:

Can you record his radio interview that’s starting in a few minutes? We’re
having difficulty live-streaming it from here and it’s not working from the
station’s website.
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis



Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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Directions to KQED 
2601 Mariposa St., San Francisco 94110

FROM EAST BAY (I-80 WEST)
Exit at Ninth Street/Civic Center.
Get into the left lane.
Turn left on 8th Street and merge into right lane.
Go down one block past Bryant Street and turn 
right onto Brannan Street.
Under the overpass, cross Division Street, veering 
left onto Potrero Avenue.
Turn right onto Mariposa Street.
Go two blocks down Mariposa Street.

FROM SOUTH BAY (101 NORTH)
Exit at Cesar Chavez (Army)/Potrero.
Follow Potrero Avenue north (for several blocks).
Turn left onto Mariposa; go two blocks.

FROM GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE (101 
SOUTH)
Exit at Lombard/Downtown.
Take Lombard Street to Van Ness Avenue and turn 
right.
Take Van Ness Avenue until it becomes South Van 
Ness, then stay on South Van Ness.
Turn left on 16th Street. 
Turn right on Bryant to Mariposa.
Turn left on Mariposa.

FROM THE 16TH ST./MISSION BART 
STATION
Walk eight blocks on 16th to Bryant and turn right.
Walk two blocks to Mariposa Street.

OR
On 16th Street at Mission, take the 22 Fillmore 
East bus. Get off at 16th and Bryant.
Walk two blocks south on Bryant to Mariposa.

BUS INFO: To verify routes, 
please call MUNI (415) 673-
MUNI.

33 Stanyan from Laurel Heights, 
Richmond, Haight, Castro, 
Eureka Valley, Mission District 
or Potrero Hill. Stops at 16th &
Bryant or Mariposa & Bryant.
22 Fillmore from Marina, Union 
Street, Pacific Heights, Western 
Addition, Fillmore & Mission 
District. Stops at 16th & Bryant.
53 Southern Heights from 
Potrero Hill and Mission District. 
Stops at 16th & Bryant.
27 Bryant from Chinatown, 
Downtown, Powell St. BART 
Station and Soma. Stops at 
Mariposa and Bryant.
9 San Bruno from Embarcadero, 
Downtown/Market, Visitation 
Valley & Bernal Heights. Stops 
at Potrero & 16th. 
Lines 14, 14L (Mission) and 49 
(Van Ness/Mission) intersect 
with 33, 22 & 53 at 16th Street & 
Mission.

From the train station (4th and 
Townsend) cross the street and take 
#42 to 11th at Harrison. At the bus 
stop diagonally across, take the 27 
Bryant to Mariposa & Bryant.
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I tend to agree
 
Id like to have him do something New Yorky on SUnday
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

MBDB goes a little back & forth over whether to do Sunday shows, but my
recommendation now is to NOT do so.
 
His energy level is good - but the trip has only begun.  And I’m guessing that by
the time he gets back home, he’s going to be really drained - and more likely
to come off as defensive/prone to make a mistake.
 
Instead, I would go with our original game plan & try to schedule Fusion/Jorge
Ramos for sometime mid-next week.
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Christina Hansen



 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 



Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 4:57 PM
To: Walzak, Phil; Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna, Mahen; Carey, Michael; Williams, Dominic; Wolfe,
Emma
Subject: Re: NYT Gaggle
 
It was only one reporter at Berkeley… Stringer for the NYT…
 
I’m fine having no gaggle at Santa Clara…
 
No hecklers… only fawning crazy liberals at Berkeley… Reich called BDB his hero…
 
One flag on policy front (adding others)… Boss was asked about nail salon story & tipped workers, &
MBDB said that everyone - even tipped workers - should make at least the min wage - before tips…
 
It seems just & fair & in our lane to me - just wasn’t sure if he’d said that publicly before
 
On 5/14/15, 1:49 PM, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
 
>We don't need another gaggle at the 2nd event
> 
>-----Original Message-----
>From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com]
>Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2015 4:51 PM
>To: Walzak, Phil; Hagelgans, Andrea; Gunaratna, Mahen; Carey, Michael
>Subject: NYT Gaggle
> 
>Short and standard
> 
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Ugh

From: Eric Schmeltzer <eric@schmeltzerpr.com>
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 6:57 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Connecting

Hey man, assume you saw.  Ouch.
 
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/05/14/de-blasio-s-new-plan-to-combat-inequality-
stiffs-vets.html?via=mobile&source=facebook
 
 
 

From: Eric Schmeltzer [mailto:eric@schmeltzerpr.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2015 7:28 AM
To: 'John Del Cecato'
Subject: RE: Connecting

Hey dude, yeah, absolutely.  Have Emma just ping me.  I think it’s pretty unfair, how he’s getting 
hammered on the vets stuff.  I don’t have a ton of background on it, but maybe she can get me up 
to speed and I can see if it makes sense for VoteVets to step in to help out.
 

From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Saturday, May 9, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Eric Schmeltzer
Subject: Re: Connecting

Thanks man!  Very excited… 

And would love your help on the vets stuff…  can i connect you with Emma Wolfe on that?  
 

From: Eric Schmeltzer <eric@schmeltzerpr.com>
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 3:09 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Connecting
 
Hi, hey man!  Funny as hell.  I’ve known Jeani forever, and someone connected me to her on this 
Contract for America stuff and then she connects me to you.  How’re things?  I was asking Jeani if 
you all needed help on vets stuff.  Seems like BdB is getting a bit of heat.   How’s everything else?  



This progressive agenda looks awesome, by the way.  Really stoked!
 

From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Friday, May 8, 2015 2:09 PM
To: Eric Schmeltzer
Subject: Re: Connecting

 

From: jeani murray <
Reply-To: "  <
Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 at 2:05 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Eric Schmeltzer <eric@schmeltzerpr.com>
Subject: Connecting
 
Eric - meet John 
John - meet Eric 
 
Wanted to connect you both about Mayor de Blasio's effort and VoteVets. 

 

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com

 

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com
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He started 5 min ago, and I’m feeling like he might not use the text at all - but will let you know.
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EMBARGOED UNTIL DELIVERY

DRAFT REMARKS
Mayor Bill de Blasio

Santa Clara University

Thank you Father Engh [Ing] for that warm introduction.  

Thanks to Molly McDonald in the Office of the President for all of 
her support in making today possible. 

It’s such an honor to be here at this great institution.

This university is a special place, defined by academic excellence, 
world-class innovation, a spirit of community, and a stunningly 
beautiful campus.

But for me, it’s special for a personal reason.  

As many of you know, New York’s inspiring First Lady and I are 
very proud parents of a current Santa Clara student.  

Now, I won’t say TOO much about Chiara.  I don’t want to be 
THAT dad.  Poor Chiara probably thought the last time I’d speak 
in her class was at Career Day in elementary school.

But I will say this – she is one of the brightest, boldest most 
compassionate people I know, and she feels like she fits right in at 
this school.  So to me, that says more about all of you than just 
about anything could.

The area that surrounds this campus has been one of modern 
history’s most important cradles of innovation.  
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As the mayor of a city with its OWN booming tech sector, I can 
tell you how much I appreciate all the power that comes from a 
culture of forward-looking creativity. 

But so much of that power is dependent on the idea that the best 
and brightest come from every neighborhood. The next great 
coders could be born in any zip code.  

If we become a country where opportunity for all is precluded by 
heavily concentrated wealth at the very top, then we’d lose so 
much.

That’s why I’m here today -- to speak to you about what I see as 
the biggest economic challenge we face: income inequality.

I ran for mayor in 2013 with a promise to tackle what I believed 
then – and still believe today – is the crisis of our times – and that 
is income inequality.

I often spoke of the Tale of Two Cities that New York had 
become, particularly since the Great Recession had ended.  We’re 
home to Wall Street, which has come roaring back – breaking 
record after record.  

Want an example of the excesses of The One Percent?

In Manhattan, a single apartment sold for a jaw-dropping $100 
million.  Another apartment RENTED for $500,000 – per 
MONTH.  Per MONTH.

I can just imagine the guy who bought the first apartment running 
into the guy who rented the second place and saying “Oh - you’re 
just renting, huh?  Don’t worry – things are gonna get better for 
you!”
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At the same time, 46 percent of our population was living at or 
near the poverty line. 

And I’m not the only one who sees the problem.

Lloyd Blankfein, the CEO of Goldman Sachs called income 
inequality in America QUOTE “destabilizing” and said that if we 
as a country can’t deal with inequality then QUOTE "you can't 
drive growth and you can't drive the success of the country.” END 
QUOTE  

When Lloyd Blankfein says that, you KNOW the issue is getting 
noticed! 

I said that needed to change – not just become this vast inequality 
posed a threat to those who were struggling…not simply because 
those in the middle class felt more and more anxious about staying 
IN the middle class…but because living in a Gilded City was a 
threat to EVERY New Yorker…a threat to what made New York 
so great for so many generations prior.

So we set out to do something about it, and we achieved some real 
successes – universal, full-day Pre-K…for every single child who 
wants it.  We more than DOUBLED the number of young people 
with access to after-school programs.

We secured paid sick leave for 500,000 additional New Yorkers.  
We extended the living wage to thousands more.  More than 
190,000 New Yorkers now have a municipal ID – and that number 
is rapidly growing. 

And this year, we’re pushing the most ambitious municipal 
affordable housing plan in U.S. history – committing ourselves to 
building or preserving 200,000 units of affordable housing, and 
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requiring – for the first time ever – that developers include 
affordable housing as a CONDITION of building in New York.

AND we have pledged to end poverty for 800,000 New Yorkers 
over the next ten years.  Nothing defines the fight against 
inequality more than lifting people out of poverty.

We’ve got a very long way to go, but we’re tackling inequality 
every way we know how – with every tool at our disposal.

I’m here today because the fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, 
and to help rebuild New York’s middle class, doesn’t end at the 
borders of my city.  

When Franklin Roosevelt created the New Deal, he relied upon 
many policies first developed in states and cities across America.  
His collaboration with my predecessor, New York Mayor Fiorello 
LaGuardia, defined that era’s commitment to solving the challenge 
of economic inequality at every level of government.

Governors, mayors, city and state legislatures – we all have the 
opportunity to incubate ideas at the local level, and create 
momentum for real, progressive national change.

Today, the economic moment -- and the political momentum --
have converged.  And NOW is the time for our country to enact 
bold structural changes to rebuild our middle class.

In a word, we need an economy that rewards WORK and not just 
wealth.  

That means lifting the floor for working people – raising the 
minimum wage, strengthening the rights of workers to organize, 
and cracking down on wage theft.
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It means supporting working parents and their families – with paid 
sick and paid family leave; providing Pre-K and after-school 
programs and child care; and helping students graduate from 
college without a mountain of debt hanging over their heads.

And yes, it means REAL, BOLD efforts to make our tax system 
more fair – closing tax loopholes that big corporations and the 
wealthy use to take their massive profits and wealth…and simply 
pile up greater profits and wealth for themselves.

Just one example: the carried interest loophole that allows 
billionaire hedge fund managers to pay a lower overall tax rate 
than the hardworking men and women who clean their summer 
homes, or pilot their private jets.  That loophole needs to be closed 
NOW. 

Now, you may ask yourself how loopholes like this are even 
possible.  It’s because the system is rigged to benefit those at the 
top – and to leave everybody else behind.

We want to rewrite those rules – not to punish success, but to 
create more success stories.

We want every child to grow up in a society that says: “if you’re 
willing to work hard, you’ve got a chance to live your dreams.”

For generations, that was the promise of my city of New York.  It 
was the definition of the American dream.  But for too many, that 
promise…that dream…has steadily slipped away.

And that’s why we have to stand together.  

Elected officials at every level – the federal, state, and local level.  
Progressive economists like Robert Reich, and Joe Stiglitz – with 
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whom Elizabeth Warren and I appeared earlier this week.  Civil 
rights leaders.  Cultural leaders.  Heads of progressive groups.  

And YOU.  Young people who have the passion and drive and 
ideas and energy to demand MORE from your government.  Here 
in California, and all over the country.

Because…you know what?  The American people are already 
there.  

In 2014, four so-called “Red States” passed a minimum wage 
increase. 

Just look at the Fight for 15 – a massive movement in 200 cities, 
with more than 60,000 people taking to the streets to fight for a 
minimum wage.  

It’s time for those of us in elected office to hear THEIR 
voices…and to follow THEIR lead.

And we need YOUR help to make that happen.

Franklin Roosevelt said QUOTE: “Let us not be afraid to help each 
other.  Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an 
alien power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not 
a President and Senators and Congressmen and government 
officials but the voters of this country.  END QUOTE.

So as one government official – let me say this.  The crisis of 
economic inequality is massive.  But it is well within our power to 
take it head on, and a make a real difference. 

And we won’t do it from the top-down.  That never works.  

We’ll do it as a progressive force…city by city, neighborhood by 



 7 

neighborhood…listening to the people who sent us to make the 
change for which they hunger.

Answering THEIR call…their DEMAND…that we create a more 
just nation, and an economy that works for EVERYONE again.

Thank you so much.

###
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Not bad!
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 1,009 people

* Expanding Social Security
* Supporting debt-free college
* Investing in schools, not jails - and giving a second chance to those
coming home from prison.

If there are no objections, we will be adding these three planks to the
Agenda on Tuesday, May 19th.
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I’ve known and worked with Vinnie for many years, and he’s always been a strong voice for
Staten Island and an honest colleague in government. From helping Staten Islanders rebuild
after Sandy to putting more resources into resurfacing our streets, we’ve always found good
common ground to work on together. He’ll be missed by his friends here at City Hall, and by the
families he’s represented so well.

2) The Alliance for a Healthier Generation, along with the American Beverage Association, is
launching a three-city (NYC, LA and Little Rock) pilot effort as part of THEIR community-
based initiative to help reduce beverage calories consumed by 20% per person by 2025. 

 
The effort aims to reduce calories in S. Bronx, Bed-Stuy and Crown Heights --neighborhoods
where avail and demand for no and lower calorie beverages fall below the national average. 
 Their program will increase education, marketing and availability of bottle water, lower
caloric and smaller potion beverage choices in stores, bodegas, restaurants.  Effort begins
next month.

 
Given your position on large sugary drinks and that New York City is part of the pilot, the

organizers are requesting a supportive quote for the story they are placing in the NYT tmrw to
launch the initiative.
 

While our team doesn’t recommend a full-on embrace of the initiative], a supportive quote
is deemed appropriate.  IGA, Lilliam and Dr Bassett have been in discussions with their
efforts and concur.

 
Quote below:
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Moving out nail salon stuff today
Landed story to kick it off today:
 
De Blasio Says New York Will Investigate Nail Industry Practices



 
DE BLASIO ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES MULTIFACETED EFFORT TO
ADDRESS LABOR ABUSES AND HEALTH RISKS AT CITY’S NAIL SALONS

Comprehensive advocacy and outreach efforts to businesses, workers and consumers is



part of City’s dedicated efforts to protect vulnerable New Yorkers

Immediate steps include investigations of the industry’s products; May 21 ‘Day of Action’
to educate New Yorkers about their rights and responsibilities; letter to FDA and petition

to salon industry to ban use of ‘Toxic Trio’ of chemicals in nail products; and more

City partnering with key elected officials to maximize outreach across the city

NEW YORK

New York
Times

Mayor Bill de Blasio

DCA Commissioner Julie Menin

•         Investigative subpoenas:
o    DCA’s Legal Department will investigate, test products, and send subpoenas to manufacturers

that make environmental and product claims that may not be valid. DCA will test additional
nail products to identify potential harm to consumers.

o    DCA’s Legal Department will investigate employment agencies that place workers in nail
salons to ensure all such placements are made in jobs that pay at least minimum wage.

•         Day of Action, Thursday, May 21:



o    ‘Worker and Consumer Awareness Outreach’: 500 volunteers and City representatives,
including the Commissioners of DCA, MOIA and SBS, and other officials, will spread out
across the five boroughs to distribute information in multiple languages about workers’
rights, the City’s training and job connection programs, employer obligations and business
support services, and consumer tips.

o    ‘Business Education Canvass’: In conjunction with the ‘Day of Action,’ City representatives will
stop by 800-1000 salons citywide to inform owners about their responsibilities and
resources available to help them.

 
•         Letters to federal regulatory agencies:

o    The City sent a letter to the US Food and Drug Administration calling for a ban on the use of
the so-called ‘Toxic Trio’ of chemicals – Formaldehyde, Dibutyl Phthalate and Toluene – in all
nail products.

o

•         Consumer Petition: This petition tells the Personal Care Products Council, the leading national
trade association for the cosmetics industry, that the “price of beauty shouldn’t be your and
your manicurist’s health.” The petition can be found here.

•         Letter to Salons: A letter is being issued Monday to nearly 3,000 nail salons informing them of
their responsibilities under New York’s Paid Sick Leave Law.

Small Business
Services Commissioner Maria Torres-Springer.

Commissioner of Immigrant Affairs Nisha Agarwal

OCDV
Commissioner Rose Pierre-Louis.



Council Speaker Melissa
Mark-Viverito

Council Member Rafael Espinal, Chair of the Committee on
Consumer Affairs

Council Member Corey Johnson,
Chair of the Committee on Health
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Dear Mayor de Blasio,
 
Thank you again for appearing on today’s show. I just wanted to let you know that an audio archive
of the show is now posted online at http://www.kqed.org/a/forum/R201505150900. We encourage
you to share the link with your community and on your social media accounts. Our Twitter handle is
@kqedforum and our Facebook page can be found at https://www.facebook.com/KQEDForum.
 
Thanks again for the great conversation! It was an honor to meet you.
 
Best,
 
Niuniu Teo
KQED Forum Intern
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Nicholas B. Dirks

 
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov



(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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This is an unchecked transcript of his radio interview this morning. For internal consumption – if you
want to circulate outside we can of course brush up.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
CONTACT:

RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO APPEARS LIVE ON “THE
CALIFORNIA REPORT” WITH HOST SCOTT SHAFER
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Mayor Bill de Blasio:
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• minimum wage,

• right to organize rebuild the
middle class.

• immigration reform
low-wage workers.

• Oppose trade deals more power to corporations

• Invest in schools, not jails a second chance

• paid sick leave

• paid family leave

• Pre-K, after-school programs childcare

• Earned Income Tax Credit,  protect and expand Social Security.

• refinance student loan debt and
support debt-free college.

• carried interest loophole

•  ship jobs overseas

• “Buffett Rule” 

•  CEO tax loophole

And I'm assuming you didn't miss my point on item 1: send the language you've circulated on the



other points

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I will certainly talk to her on sunday or monday, but I need to see 2 things:

1. The new language we proposed -- and let me be blunt that it is a real foul that you and John
didn't show it to ME first before sending it around

2. The language Barbara proposes
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Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 
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This is an unchecked transcript of his radio interview this morning. For internal consumption – if you
want to circulate outside we can of course brush up.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO APPEARS LIVE ON “THE
CALIFORNIA REPORT” WITH HOST SCOTT SHAFER
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And I'm assuming you didn't miss my point on item 1: send the language you've
circulated on the other points

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I will certainly talk to her on sunday or monday, but I need to see 2 things:

1. The new language we proposed -- and let me be blunt that it is a real foul that you



and John didn't show it to ME first before sending it around

2. The language Barbara proposes
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Hayley Prim
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Hayley Prim
c: 
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Sorry I didn’t call earlier… I know you’re in a meeting now, but free when you are

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sunday, May 17, 2015 at 10:17 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <
Subject: Re: Barbara Lee

Call me in the AM to discuss. I think the preamble will do the trick

 

From
Sent
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Cc
Subject
 
Answer - our agenda directly tackles racial injustice - even if we don't say the words.  

Or we can just add words to preamble, as Mayor suggested we do for website. 

On May 17, 2015, at 9:33 PM, Hayley Prim <  wrote:

This is the sample language: 

And these are the stats:



On Sun, May 17, 2015 at 9:28 PM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Calling barbara now. Pls send now the specific "sample language and stats" she sent
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-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 
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The 2012-2014 thing is an interesting play… Obviously turnout is always lower overall in 
midterms - BUT, you could make the case that GOP turnout was strong & if Dems didn’t 
have a presidential race to excite the base, we could have substituted that with some bold 
progressive policies/positions

From: <Gunaratna>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 18, 2015 at 12:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Immigration project

I looked into this shortly before his Meet the Press appearance – below are a couple of talking 
points. It seems that FL-GOV and NC-SEN are both solid examples:
Talking Points - Low Democratic Turnout in 2014:

In 2014, overall voter turnout was the worst it’s 
been since World War II.

Nationally, the share of the vote of core 
Democratic constituencies – including African Americans, Hispanics, unmarried women, and 
young voters – dropped from 2012 to 2014. Low turnout among our base was a key factor 
in our losses. Many Democrats stayed at home and didn’t bother to vote.

In North Carolina in 2014, Democrats did not turn 
out to vote at the same levels as 2012. If we had a higher turnout among base Democrats in 
North Carolina in 2014, we would have held onto our Senate seat instead of narrowly 
losing. President Obama received more than 800,000 votes in 2012 than the Democratic 
Senate candidate did in 2014.

In Florida, we narrowly lost the Governor’s race 
because we failed to nominate a true progressive as our candidate. Well over a million 
Florida Democrats who voted in 2012 decided to stay at home in 2014.

Also…how about Udall in Colorado? He numbers among Latinos weren’t close to what Bennet got in 
2010 (80%+, I believe).
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hey Mahen/Fromo.  
 
MBDB, Phil, and I were doing NYT Ed Board prep, and came to the question of whether bold progressive 



politics would have created a different dynamic in 2014.
 
Phil had the idea that if POTUS had introduced immigration reform before the ’14 elections, turnout 
among Latinos would have increased - and potentially won states like Florida (Gov race was lost by one 
point).
 
Could you do a little research & see if there are any other states (whether Senate or Gov races) that might 
have benefitted from greater turnout of core Dem constituencies?
 
Here’s one place that might make sense to start looking (although one note - turnout was slightly higher in 
FL in 2014 than in 2010 - although might have been even higher if immigration had been on the table).
 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/2014-midterm-election-turnout-lowest-in-70-years/
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

 

 

From:
Sent:
Subject:
 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Mayor Rahm Emanuel

As prepared for delivery
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Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
Subject:

Opinion: New Rules







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Outstanding.  They gave me a heads-up that they’d be doing this - just didn’t know when it 
was going to pop (or the exact content)

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 18, 2015 at 1:09 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Hayley Prim <
Subject: Fw: HUFFPO: Opinion: New Rules

Fyi

 

From
Sent
Subject
 
Opinion: New Rules







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 18, 2015 at 2:49 PM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Barbara Lee

- Mayor
- + MPC

 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I had a good talk with Barbara. I understand her concern and think there's a way to
accommodate it. 

John, pls discuss in the AM. 

Also, she would like me to visit her district and do an event with her at some point --
perhaps in June if I go to US conf of mayors in SF. 

Finally, Hayley, make me call Toni Morrison tmrw to thank. Pls give me and elana
guidance as to what time is good. Thanks

From
Sent



To
Cc
Subject

This is the sample language: 

And these are the stats:

Calling barbara now. Pls send now the specific "sample language and stats" she sent

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

By Eric Bradner, CNN

Washington (CNN)-

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall



mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I think Dom has the latest

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, May 18, 2015 at 4:12 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: <no subject>

Can you send me latest Q&A you have on TPA, TPP, etc? Just for the cbs briefing memo
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Let us know your thoughts, and we will send to Cong. Lee’s office.

Changes are highlighted in yellow.  Nixed “help working parents” & inserted new line on racial/economic 
justice into preamble.

About Our Agenda
 

Income inequality is the crisis of our time, and we need bold, 
progressive solutions to address it. By harnessing the strength of a 
national progressive coalition, and using that to achieve success in 
the three pillars of The Progressive Agenda, we will make sure that 

the voice of every American is heard – not just those at the very 
top.

 

To do this, we must lift the floor for those who are struggling, fight 
for racial and economic justice, and champion a tax system that 

rewards work instead of just wealth.
 

The Progressive Agenda is a set of proposals that build upon the 
work of dozens of economists, lawmakers and progressive 
activists, with the aim of addressing income inequality right now.
 

Lift the Floor for Working People        
                                                   
·      Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, 
while indexing it to inflation.
·      Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance workers’ 
right to organize and rebuild the middle class.
·      Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the 
economy and protect against exploitation of low-wage workers.



·      Oppose trade deals that hand more power to corporations 
at the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, and the 
environment.
·      Invest in schools, not jails -- and give a second chance to 
those coming home from prison.
 
Support Working Families
 

·      Pass national paid sick leave.
·      Pass national paid family leave.
·      Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare universal.
·      Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit, and protect and 
expand Social Security.
·      Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take 
advantage of lower interest rates, and support debt-free college.
 
Tax Fairness
 

·      Close the carried interest loophole.
·      End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas.
·      Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair 
share.
·      Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to take 
advantage of “performance pay” write-offs.
 

###



About Our Agenda 
 

Income inequality is the crisis of our time, and we need bold, 
progressive solutions to address it. By harnessing the strength 

of a national progressive coalition, and using that to achieve 
success in the three pillars of The Progressive Agenda, we will 
make sure that the voice of every American is heard – not just 

those at the very top. 
 

To do this, we must lift the floor for working people, help 
working parents, fight for racial and economic justice, and 
champion a tax system that rewards work instead of just 

wealth. 
 

The Progressive Agenda is a set of proposals that build upon 
the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers and progressive 
activists, with the aim of addressing income inequality right 
now. 
 
Lift the Floor for Working People         
                                                    
·      Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches 
$15/hour, while indexing it to inflation. 
·      Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance 
workers’ right to organize and rebuild the middle class. 
·      Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the 
economy and protect against exploitation of low-wage 
workers. 
·      Oppose trade deals that hand more power to 
corporations at the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, 
and the environment. 
·      Invest in schools, not jails -- and give a second chance to 
those coming home from prison. 
  



Support Working Families 
 
·      Pass national paid sick leave. 
·      Pass national paid family leave. 
·      Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare 
universal. 
·      Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit, and protect and 
expand Social Security. 
·      Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take 
advantage of lower interest rates, and support debt-free 
college. 
  
Tax Fairness 
 
·      Close the carried interest loophole. 
·      End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
·      Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair 
share. 
·      Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to 
take advantage of “performance pay” write-offs. 
 

### 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

3 pm?

Michael Paul Carey

Director of Scheduling and Advance

City Hall

New York, New York 10007

212.341.5396

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



- Mayor

- + MPC

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I had a good talk with Barbara. I understand her concern and think there's a way to
accommodate it. 

John, pls discuss in the AM. 

Also, she would like me to visit her district and do an event with her at some point --
perhaps in June if I go to US conf of mayors in SF. 

Finally, Hayley, make me call Toni Morrison tmrw to thank. Pls give me and elana
guidance as to what time is good. Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



This is the sample language: 

And these are the stats:

Calling barbara now. Pls send now the specific "sample language and stats" she sent

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

An interesting analysis

From
Sent
Subject

Opinion: What Bill de Blasio Can Learn From John Lindsay







Gabriel Debenedetti

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Well he’s spoken with Barbara Lee- he went to dinner with Garcetti last night and saw Schaaf when
he was in Cali
 
I know he’s emailed with several others on different matters so I think we are good
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Did he respond to you? I would be really shocked if he did. I think it’s best to have our
correspondence office send out letters. I know- not as good- but it’s something
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yes
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
I can live with that for now… Meantime, can we backchannel & see if they’re circulating any talking points?

From: <Kadushin>, Peter <pkadushin@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 11:22 AM
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Klein, Monica" <MKlein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: hilary 

So many details we just couldn’t possibly know that I would recommend something like “Haven’t read the 
story and don’t know the details.” 

Work for everyone?

From: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tue, 19 May 2015 11:01:47 -0400
To: OOM MIS <pkadushin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phil Walzak <pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Monica Klein 
<mklein@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "jfdc@akpdmedia.com" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: hilary 

What do we propose he says about the Blumenthal memos (Hillary) and the latest media claims of 
the blurred lines between foundation and govt?
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yes, 1 PM on June 1 works.  Did you have an exact location in mind?  Thanks!

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 11:03 AM
To: "Yazgi, Stephanie" <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: stephen lerner

Yes, for sure… Adding Liz for my sked

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 11:43 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: stephen lerner







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: <Cillizza>, Chris <Chris.Cillizza@washpost.com>
Reply-To: "Cillizza, Chris" <Chris.Cillizza@washpost.com>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 2:01 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Why Hillary Clinton¹s ³old friends² defense is deeply misguided

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2015/05/19/why-hillary-clintons-old-friends-defense-
is-deeply-misguided/



I have many, many old friends, and I always think that it's 

important when you get into politics to have friends you had 

before you got into politics, to understand what's on their minds.

He's been a friend of mine for a long time. He's sent me 

unsolicited e-mails, which I passed on in some instances. I see 

that as part of the give and take. When you're in the public eye, 

when you're in an official position, I think you do have to work 

to ensure that you're not caught in a bubble. I hear from a 

certain small group of people and I'm going to continue to talk to

my old friends, whoever they are.







Chris Cillizza
The Fix
Washington Post
@thefix

Chris Cillizza
The Fix
Washington Post
@thefix

why did I get this?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Just watched the segment and didn’t see any mention:
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4iYBbmnVpc
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Can you see if Heather McGhee said anything helpful re: TPA on Bill Maher last Thursday night ?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Governor Dayton of Minnesota just vetoed the Minnesota’s Legislature’s education bill because it
doesn’t adequately fund universal pre-k.
 
His veto letter is attached, in which he writes, “Also unacceptable is the absence of any version of
voluntary, universal prekindergarten which will help 47,000 4-year olds, which has been my number
one priority in this session.”
 
Thanks to Max for the heads up. MBdB might be interested in knowing.
 
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna peoples press/article 63ea9571-1d66-57a0-ad70-
3bc1285fddb7.html
 

Updated: 7:50 pm, Mon May 18, 2015.
By KIM HYATT khyatt@owatonna.com



The Associated Press contributed to this story.

Reach reporter Kim Hyatt at 507-444-2376. Follow her on Twitter @OPPKimHyatt

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I just spoke with the producer again. The peg will be marking the historic moment of opening of One
World Observatory (public opening is May 29)—she confirms “feel good” on this hook. Looking
forward (I’m getting the answers you requested on timeline)
 
They want to “tease” your presence in advance with shots of you looking at the space, so I
negotiated us a bit more time but not much. Need to be there at 7:05 AM.
 
NOTE given that this will be your first time on the show, they have indicated they are likely to pivot
to the following topics:
 

•
•
•
•

 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
 
Governor Dayton of Minnesota just vetoed the Minnesota’s Legislature’s education bill
because it doesn’t adequately fund universal pre-k.
 
His veto letter is attached, in which he writes, “Also unacceptable is the absence of any
version of voluntary, universal prekindergarten which will help 47,000 4-year olds,
which has been my number one priority in this session.”
 
Thanks to Max for the heads up. MBdB might be interested in knowing.
 
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/article_63ea9571-1d66-
57a0-ad70-3bc1285fddb7.html
 

Updated: 7:50 pm, Mon May 18, 2015.
By KIM HYATT khyatt@owatonna.com



The Associated Press contributed to this story.

Reach reporter Kim Hyatt at 507-444-2376. Follow her on Twitter @OPPKimHyatt

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Excellent!! And pls send me a clean version in a new email that I can send to liccardo. Also, pls
discuss keith ellison follow-up

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Excellent. Get sign-off from barbara lee -- or tell me if you need my help

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Here’s my proposed language

Changes are highlighted in yellow.  Nixed “help working parents” & inserted new line on
racial/economic justice into preamble.

About Our Agenda
 

Income inequality is the crisis of our time, and we need bold,
progressive solutions to address it. By harnessing the strength

of a national progressive coalition, and using that to achieve
success in the three pillars of The Progressive Agenda, we will
make sure that the voice of every American is heard – not just

those at the very top.



 

To do this, we must lift the floor for those who are
struggling, fight for racial and economic justice, and champion a

tax system that rewards work instead of just wealth.
 

The Progressive Agenda is a set of proposals that build upon
the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers and progressive
activists, with the aim of addressing income inequality right
now.
 

Lift the Floor for Working People        
                                                   
·      Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches
$15/hour, while indexing it to inflation.
·      Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance
workers’ right to organize and rebuild the middle class.
·      Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the
economy and protect against exploitation of low-wage
workers.
·      Oppose trade deals that hand more power to
corporations at the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights,
and the environment.
·      Invest in schools, not jails -- and give a second chance to
those coming home from prison.
 

Support Working Families
 

·      Pass national paid sick leave.
·      Pass national paid family leave.
·      Make Pre-K, after-school
programs and childcare universal.
·      Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit, and protect and
expand Social Security.



·      Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take
advantage of lower interest rates, and support debt-free
college.
 

Tax Fairness
 

·      Close the carried interest loophole.
·      End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas.
·      Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair
share.
·      Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to
take advantage of “performance pay” write-offs.
 

###

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 7:03 AM
To: Hayley Prim <
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: The Progressive Agenda

Once we have the updated version, pls make me send it to mayor sam liccardo of san jose and
make me follow up with him

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

Please join Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York City, and declare your support for The
Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality on May 12, 2015 at 3:00pm at the
U.S. Capitol Building’s House Triangle.





The Progressive Agenda

reward work rather than just wealth.

income inequality.

core

sign on to the document.

To sign on, please email me back as soon as possible, preferably no later than Monday,
May 4.

The Progressive Agenda

To Combat Income Inequality



minimum wage,

right to organize rebuild
the middle class.

immigration reform
low-wage workers.

Oppose trade deals more power to corporations

paid sick leave

paid family leave

Pre-K, after-school programs childcare

Earned Income Tax Credit.

refinance student loan debt 

carried interest loophole

 ship jobs overseas

“Buffett Rule” 

 CEO tax loophole

-- 
Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim
c: 

Hayley Prim



c: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I just watched the segment.  I thought it was very well-executed.

Channeling MBDB: “John, why do you think that?”

1.  Your tone on One World Trade was perfect - mindful of the past, respectful & somber in remembering 
the past, but hopeful and proud and genuinely uplifting about where we are today.
2.  Your message on HRC was exactly right - waiting to see the full vision - not just her, but all candidates - 
going right to the problem of income inequality & giving real examples (Buffett rule, paid family & sick 
leave, wages/LA).

So…#WIN

And/but - we’ll strive to give you a soundbite that’s more in keeping with how you like to prep in the 
future.

But well done!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

See below. This is what happens to D's who don't act like D's

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Article 1: JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -

Mayor Alvin Brown Mayor elect Lenny Curry
Roundtable discussion breaks down the vote



 
 
ARTICLE 2:

Jeb Bush



John McCain Mitt
Romney





 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks – will adjust per your recommendations
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hey Dom,
 
We’re trying to fact-check the Mayor’s notes for his sit-down with the Times ed board this
afternoon. Can you quickly eyeball the following five lines?
 
Thanks,
 
Mahen
 
--
Crime down 8 percent overall since this point in 2013 – a banner year for low crime.  Citywide down
8.1% vs 2013, as of monday
Murders down 3.5 percent since this point in 2013. FLAG: I have us flat as of Monday, and up one vs
this moment in 2013 – 117 in 2013 vs 118 in 2015
40,000 stops and frisks versus 700,000 in 2011. Yes, but only a bit over 10,000 [10,528] through this
year so far, so on track to cut that even further.
Marijuana arrests down 65 percent   I don’t have a straight number that matches that.  So far this
year, we are down 50% [48.3%] vs last year, as of this morning.
One million fewer police contacts by the fall.  That sounds correct, but I don’t have an independent
source for it.
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov



(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Will incorporate
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Let me know if you need more:
 
Sandy
*When BdB took office, Build it Back was totally stalled -- with no construction starts, no
reimbursement checks, and virtually no offers made to homeowners.
*Today, as a result of our overhaul, nearly all active applicants have been made an offer – with
about half already in construction or reimbursed.
*If he wants – now at 1,247 construction starts and 3,677 reimbursement checks.
 
Transit Capital $$
*This year, the City increased its capital contribution to the MTA to fully meet its request - $657
million, the largest level of general capital support to the MTA by the City since 2000.
*This is in addition to the $1 billion a year we provide in operating funds AND the $200 million more
in capital we provide via the Vanderbilt Rezoning.
*Mayor has made clear, we’re committed to working with the State and our regional partners to
find a long-term plan for this vital State authority. That includes fighting for fair federal funds, as the
Mayor did last week in DC.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Adding Andrea
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Please use this version – see attached.
 
Everything has been fact-checked except for the part about snow storms.
 
Can you confirm receipt?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Give me half an hour and I’ll bring this over the finish line
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sorry for delay - here are my two cents… Need to be fact-checked… 

 

From: Phillip Walzak <
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 5:41 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: do you have NYT ed board notes you can share
 
 





Plan for 200,000 units of affordable housing – enough for 500,000 families. 
Nearly 18,000 units have been financed in our first year alonealready done. 
(CHECK) 
New rule for developers: affordable housing is required, not optional. 
 
GOALS OUTLINED:  
80x50 plan. 
800,000 New Yorkers out of poverty or near-poverty in 10 years. 
25 percent reduction in prison population in 10 years. 
 
 
PART TWO: What’s behind this? 
 
It’s all driven by a simple belief:  
Government can make a positive difference in people’s lives. 
 
It happens when we deliver city services in an effective way – from trash pickup, to 
snow-clearing, to public safety, to transit. 
 
It happens when we set big, bold goals for tackling inequality – from Pre-
K/afterschool, to paid sick/living wage, to MUNI ID, to criminal justice reform, to 
affordable housing. 
 
And/but – to do the WHOLE job – we need a partner in the federal government.  We 
can use every tool at our disposal here – and we’re fighting to get Albany to give us 
even more – but we need national shift to progressive priorities in order to do what 
NYC must do to lift up every neighborhood. 
 
Enter: The Progressive Agenda. 
 
There’s something happening out there. 

4 red states passed min wage hike in 2014. 
Fight for 15 – 200 cities, 60,000 people. 
LA just went to $15 min wage. 
Jim Kenney ran on Pre-K & ending stop-and-frisk – and I endorsed him – and 
he just won landslide victory in Philly. 

 
Already seeing national political leaders shift their focus to progressive priorities. 
 
A year and a half ago, not many folks were discussing the inequality crisis. 
 
Now:  

HRC speaks out on CEO pay, carried interest, criminal justice reform, 
immigration. 
POTUS speaks out on carried interest with renewed interest. 



Top labor leaders, elected officials, progressive leaders, mayors – all joined 
together behind TPA in Washington – never been done before. 
Bipartisan group of mayors lobbied Washington for transportation bill.  This 
is an urban priority that’s also a progressive priority.  Whether you’re 
Republican or Democrat, if you represent a big city, you know the need for 
investing in transportation. 

 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
 
HRC will win New York State in 2016 no matter what. 
BUT, we had the fifth worst voter participation rate in the country in 2014. 
To energize/mobilize people to vote – she needs bold progressive vision. 
Here in New York, that could make the difference between winning back the State 
Senate or not. 
 

### 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Might be too late for this, but Vito tells me that correct number of snowstorms since he was sworn
in is 18, not 11:
 
The total # of snowstorms since Jan 1, 2014 is 18.
 
2013-2014 Season (1/1/14) --- 7 storms
2014-2015 Season ---- 11 Storms
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Got it - thank you!
 

From: <Gunaratna>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at 12:03 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Jon Fromowitz
<jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: do you have NYT ed board notes you can share
 
Adding Andrea
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Please use this version – see attached.
 
Everything has been fact-checked except for the part about snow storms.
 
Can you confirm receipt?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Give me half an hour and I’ll bring this over the finish line



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sorry for delay - here are my two cents… Need to be fact-checked… 

 

From: Phillip Walzak <
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 5:41 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: do you have NYT ed board notes you can share
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

MBDB: Weekly Planning Meeting



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ann Coulter (@AnnCoulter)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Abby Chastain (@ChastainAbby)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

I was gonna bring copies of the following - let me know if anything seems out of whack



THE PROGRESSIVE AGENDA 
5/20/15 through 7/31/15 

 
 
EVENTS       DATE/HOURS REQ. 
Blast updated TPA to lists     5/20  
Build VIP and Grassroots lists    5/21-22 
Begin Paid Online Recruitment Program   5/26 
Launch Surrogates Media Blitz    5/27 
Announce plans for Day of Action in July   5/28 
Announce plans for Prez Forum (tentative)  6/1 
Event with Reich around MoveOn videos   6/15 
USCM in San Fran/event with Steyer   6/19-22 
Premier of video re: hedge funders w/mayors  6/29 
Day of Action on TPA     7/7 
Gracie Confab, Part II     7/15 
Produce state-by-state report on inequality  7/28 
* Conversation with Gingrich via Politico   TBD 
 
MEDIA APPEARANCES 
Reddit “Ask Me Anything”     5/24 
Tavis Smiley       6/5 
Face the Nation      6/21 (from SF) 
Chris Matthews      6/25 
60 Minutes       7/9 taping? 
Today Show       7/15 
VICE News/Talk Stoop     7/23  
EJ Dionne, profile       7/29 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



Philly.com
(@phillydotcom)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Clinton says childcare needs to be a
national priority
By TAMMY WEBBER

May. 20, 2015 5:54 PM EDT

 



--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I like Harry a lot, work w him a lot, sane voice over there to balance out Arthur Brownes crazy
 
Yes to both
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I think this is a very fair and thoughtful piece, including the ways it challenges me. I wonder if we
should be cultivating this guy. What do you think -- both about the piece and about cultivating?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 

Big ambitions









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Might be worth weaving this OECD report into future remarks
 
http://takingnote.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/05/22/the-vicious-cycle-of-high-inequality/?smid=tw-
nytopinion
 

The Vicious Cycle of High Inequality
By VIKAS BAJAJ
 MAY 22, 2015 12:10 PM 



 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

you sent out confirmation emails so that should work for them

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, May 22, 2015 at 7:54 PM
To: Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: quick favor

Hmm.  Ok thanks.  

On May 22, 2015, at 7:28 PM, Carey, Michael <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

You sent these invites out…. Not me.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, May 22, 2015 at 3:52 PM
To: John Davis <  "Emerick, Amy" 
<Amy.Emerick@mail.house.gov>, Michael Carey <mpcarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: quick favor

And I’m adding Michael Paul Carey, the Knower of All Things

From: John Davis <
Date: Friday, May 22, 2015 at 3:24 PM
To: "Emerick, Amy" <Amy.Emerick@mail.house.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: quick favor

Hi Amy, I'm adding John Del Cecato to this email as he may have a copy. Thanks!

John 

On May 22, 2015, at 10:56 AM, Emerick, Amy <Amy.Emerick@mail.house.gov> wrote:

Hi john – my accountant is asking me for the original invite we got to 
come meet with your boss in NYC. I need this in order to process the 
expenses incurred. For the life of me, I cannot find the email. Would you 



me resending it to me? Thanks
 

AMY EMERICK CLERKIN

 

 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Just watched the segment and didn’t see any mention:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4iYBbmnVpc

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Can you see if Heather McGhee said anything helpful re: TPA on Bill Maher last Thursday night ?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Can they do 5 pm on the 3rd?
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
City Hall
New York, New York
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Whatcha think?
 

From: Michael Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at 11:19 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "'Lauren Windsor (  <
Subject: RE: Mayor de Blasio interview
 
We were looking at being there Monday through Wednesday, is there any way to do it one of those
days?
 

, 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Would the morning of June 5th work?
 

From: Michael Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 12:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>



Cc: "'Lauren Windsor (  <
Subject: Mayor de Blasio interview
 
John,
 
Lauren and I will be in NYC the first week of June, can we figure out a time to do that de Blasio
interview you and I have been talking about?
 

, 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hot stuff - thanks for sending

From: <Shorris>, Anthony Shorris <AShorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, May 23, 2015 at 2:14 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: OECD Report on Inequality

Worth a look:  this new OECD overall report makes clear that inequality hurts growth, and U.S. section of 
the report (link attached) has a very clear set of recommendations that align entirely with what we are 
proposing in TPA.  

Here is the key section from summary of the overall report on inequality:

Here is the U.S. section:

www.oecd.org/unitedstates/OECD2015-In-It-Together-Highlights-UnitedStates-Embargo-
21May11amPArisTime.pdf

Anthony E. Shorris
First Deputy Mayor
City of New York
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
212-788-3191



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And that would be good for us, right? Or would that make the Post more dominant?
Or, conversely, would it hasten the demise of the Post -- prob just wishful thinking

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Seems more reliable than cats, who seems both right wing
and unpredictable 

From
Sent
To



Cc
Subject

I have found the Hill to be balanced and decent to work with
in the past

From
Sent
To

Cc
Subject

What would we think of him as an owner vs Catsimitides?

From
Sent
To
Subject

James Finkelstein



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







Vatican.

Would that fit the schedule?

Jeff 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I'm not reflexively opposed to this - think its high level and on merits. Just want to
really reconcile this w fam vacay which is substantial 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Think dolan may also be going then too 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



Narrowed thread. Why is this mission critical? 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

This is very important. I lean to it, especially if
we can knock off all overseas travel in one
super-concentrated trip. Michael, pls discuss on
sched call today

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Jeffrey Sachs

Pope Francis would like to meet Bill
and other Mayors on July 21 in the



Vatican.

Would that fit the schedule?

Jeff 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

So I'm open to taking the challenge and starting to woo certain media, at least on an experimental 
basis. Let's start with alex burns. Then come up with a priority list and the limited hours we will 
devote to them, and let's see how it goes

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
De Blasio Is Not Insulting Enough to Be Popular
NEW YORK TIMES - Ginia Bellafante - May 22, 2015

In 1981, unless you were living in a cocaine-fueled delusion cultivated at Maxwell’s Plum, there were 
plenty of reasons to find fault with the governance of New York City, by then under the direction of Mayor 
Edward Irving Koch for three years.

The mass transit system was a mess; streets and parks were famously filthy. While the mayor had a hand in 
rescuing the city from fiscal crisis, crime was soaring, making the year one of the most violent New York 
had experienced. Released in 1981, John Carpenter’s cult film “Escape From New York” was steeped in the 
assumption that things were sure to get worse, imagining a not-too-distant future in which all of 
Manhattan had become a maximum-security prison.

Congenitally unable to assume the role of nursemaid administering consolation, Mr. Koch barreled through 
with a customary orneriness that left him offending one important constituency after another. Appearing 
at a synagogue late in his first term, he was asked to name a living statesman he greatly admired and 
responded by naming the Egyptian president, Anwar el-Sadat. When audience members booed him, the 
mayor told them to “shut up.”

And yet, given all that, early in 1981 Mr. Koch’s approval rating stood at 62 percent, making him one of the 
most popular politicians in the country. As Neil Barsky, who documented the mayor’s career in the film 
“Koch,” put it, he practiced street politics as virtually no one had or has. By the end of the year, Mr. Koch 
had won re-election in a landslide, taking all five boroughs.

Historically, New Yorkers have had a very high threshold for leaders who are blunt, theatrical, arrogant, 
intermittently or even consistently jerky — in possession of any combination of qualities that easily lend 
themselves to the shorthand “larger than life.” Earnestness has played less successfully, in part because it 
is alienating, and doesn’t inspire the kind of rage or impassioned disbelief that, directed at political figures, 
can be its own source of entertainment and pleasure. (There’s no downside to the fun you can have 
complaining about a mayor who believes that people who like ferrets require psychotherapeutic 



treatment.) As happens so often in romantic life, craziness can keep you hooked while sanctimony just 
makes you stop paying attention.

Occasioning this reflection is the matter of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s declining approval ratings. A Quinnipiac 
University poll released this month found that only 44 percent of voters approved of the job he was doing, 
a five-point drop since the beginning of the year and a nine-point drop since he took office in January 
2014.

This is in spite of the facts that the city’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate fell in March, to 6.6 
percent from 7.8 percent at the same point last year, and that the number of homeless families is shrinking 
for the first time in years. According to a March report from the advocacy group Coalition for the 
Homeless, the number of homeless families with children had declined by more than 300 since December. 
Last week, the mayor announced an ambitious plan to preserve and improve the city’s public housing, so 
long ignored, which contains a population larger than Las Vegas’s in deteriorating buildings, 60 percent of 
them more than 50 years old.

And yet still it is common to hear, among the educated liberals who helped elect him, that Mr. de Blasio 
hasn’t lived up to his campaign rhetoric, that he hasn’t done much, that he has been a disappointment, 
that inequality is still very much alive. Of course, if inequality could be rectified in a year, the mayor would 
be well positioned to run for Moses. The complaints are typically vague, but running through them are 
problems with style and affect: He’s preachy; he’s late; he lacks charisma; he’s not around.

Among those who disapprove, there are certainly those who do so with greater intensity — 
preservationists who believe Mr. de Blasio’s affordable-housing initiative will lead to overdevelopment; 
neighborhood people who believe there has been inadequate planning to support all the proposed 
construction; black civic leaders concerned that Mr. de Blasio’s interest in criminal-justice reform is 
waning; rich people who feel offended that he doesn’t involve himself in rich-people things.

In a matter of a several days, Mr. de Blasio managed to rankle both the Rev. Calvin O. Butts III and the 
event publicist Peggy Siegal. Ms. Siegal, prompted by the mayor’s absence from the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art’s Costume Institute Ball, told The Wall Street Journal that Mr. de Blasio “had disdain for the striving, 
successful New Yorkers,” and that “it is a major shortcoming not to mingle with all classes,” as if she were 
a regular at game night at the Walt Whitman Houses.

The criticism coming from the Upper East Side philanthropic community and the Harlem clerical 
community is strikingly similar though; both feel betrayed by a posture that suggests that the mayor 
doesn’t need them. While it isn’t uncommon to lose momentum during a second year in office — Michael 
R. Bloomberg’s approval ratings fell sharply during his second year as mayor, before reaching a high of 75 
percent in his second term — Mr. de Blasio seems to be having trouble making, and keeping, friends. That 
may have no consequence on his ability to be re-elected, but it could affect his trajectory as a national 
leader of the progressive movement, a role he seems to relish. Messiahs don’t need voters; they need 
disciples.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Pls do

From
Sent
To
Subject

I can't look at it now, but I trust your judgment and I like anything that involves action
and momentum-building

From
Sent
To
Subject



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

You are going to have to do a briefing on this. Gasp!
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Will take it

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
Date: May 23, 2015 at 10:20:52 PM EDT
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Lauren Windsor (  <
Subject: Re: Mayor de Blasio interview

That will work, thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

On May 23, 2015, at 5:25 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

How about 5pm on 6/3?
 

From: Michael Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at 11:19 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "'Lauren Windsor (
<
Subject: RE: Mayor de Blasio interview
 



We were looking at being there Monday through Wednesday, is there any
way to do it one of those days?
 

, 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Would the morning of June 5th work?
 

From: Michael Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 12:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "'Lauren Windsor (
<
Subject: Mayor de Blasio interview
 
John,
 
Lauren and I will be in NYC the first week of June, can we figure out a
time to do that de Blasio interview you and I have been talking about?
 

, 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I already did.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Others to invite to the TPA call tomorrow:
 
RKK (unless MBDB rejected that??)
John Davis <
jeani murray <
Tom Snyder
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sorry for the delay on this!  Here’s the audio… The graphics are mainly just identifying the 

Shot of Capitol Building
CG: Washington, DC
May 12, 2015
 
MBDB:
Today we’re announcing and we’re signing The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income 
Inequality.

(CG: Bill de Blasio
Mayor, New York City)

MBDB:
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept: we need to reward work again.  
We need to reward work, not wealth.

Gov. Dean:
We have got to deal with the fact that 80% of this country have not had a raise in the last 20 
years.  America can’t work if 80% of the people don’t participate in the benefits of our 
extraordinary economic machine that we have. 

(CG: Howard Dean 
Former Governor, Vermont)

DeLauro:
Minimum wage, paid sick days, paid family leave, universal pre-k, immigration reform, 
restoring the right to organize and, yes, opposing bad trade deals.  These are things that so 
many of us have been advocating for a long time.

(CG: Rosa DeLauro 
U.S. Representative, Connecticut’s 3rd District)

MBDB:
We’re inviting everyday Americans to be a part of this.  Sign up today at ProgressiveAgenda.US 

(MBDB speaking, fade to TPA logo, URL, Twitter handle)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gotcha… Call is always better than a meeting for me - but I defer to you on what makes the 
most sense & can do either one

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 2:06 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: can i get you for 12PM on June 1?

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 1:37 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: can i get you for 12PM on June 1?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Just googled - Anna Maria (Andrew’s co-director)  
  So now I’m really on board

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 2:06 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: can i get you for 12PM on June 1?

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 1:37 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: can i get you for 12PM on June 1?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

See you then.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Sure - how about 430pm tomorrow (Wed) afternoon at City Hall?
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 4:28 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: TPA
 
John – I would like to schedule a meeting for us to chart out the next few months or so on TPA. Do
you want to suggest a time or two?
 
Tom Snyder
Chief of Staff
Office of the Mayor
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
212-341-5050
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Good stuff… And it quotes Larry Mishel, a TPA co-signer!

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 at 5:05 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fw: NPR: Despite An Economy On The Rise, American Paychecks Remain Stuck

Fyi

 

From
Sent
Subject
 
Despite An Economy On The Rise, American Paychecks Remain Stuck







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Sir, flagging the below in context of last night's discussion. As a specific strategy, we've broadened
out the First Lady's media to go more directly at audiences via consumer outlets and bypass room 9
as necessary. Univision, for example, has gotten a lot of love because they've been willing to use
content locally and nationally. We've also been doing podcasts and creating our own content. 

Will discuss with Phil and John options for longer-lead pieces and diversifying outlets locally and
nationally as we work to tell our governing story. 

Thanks,
Andrea

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Mayor, First Lady
 
Some strong mental health budget communications that are a direct result of our funding
announcement a few weeks back. This is a great audience for us (for context, Buzzfeed has 5 million
unique visitors per day according to recent stats available) and helps us get the message out without
the Room 9 snark.
 
Audio of the interview from today’s podcast with Buzzfeed is available here (The First Lady
participated in a mental health-focused
interview<https://soundcloud.com/anotherroundwithhebenandtracy/episode-11-bob-loblaw/>
with Heben Nigatu and Tracy Clayton for the Buzzfeed podcast “Another Round.”)
 
And Psychology Today should post the op-ed this week!
 
Best,
Andrea
 

From:
Sent:
Subject:
 
9 Tips For Mental Self-Care From The First Lady Of NYC







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

This may be why I can’t get Roger Hickey to send our stuff out to his list!  (He works for 
Campaign for America’s Future, too - and maybe he’s pushing his agenda over TPA - even 
though they have so much in common).. 

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2015 at 10:24 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fw: HUFFPO: Tracking the Progress of the Progressive Agenda

Let's discuss tonight

 

From
Sent
Subject
 
Tracking the Progress of the Progressive Agenda









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cool! I can come meet u send me email when done

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

cool

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2015 at 3:10 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: <no subject>

I can meet u after ur mtg w tom

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I’m free now if you are!  Or I could come to City Hall now, as I have a 430pm meeting with Tom

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2015 at 3:01 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: <no subject>

Yes. When can we do a call?

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hey there.  Can I ask a really stupid question that betrays just how much I’m NOT an organizer?

We wanted to do a Day of Action for TPA with our signers.  But I realize that I really don’t know what the
hell that means.

Can you give me a little insight into what you did re: transportation in DC?  MBDB was really into it - so I’d
love to steal all of your ideas & try to make them work for my little project!!





really 



Time 
The Washington

Post, 





Boston Globe

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

MEMORANDUM
 
TO:      MBDB
FR:      JDC
RE:      TPA
DA:      5/27/15
 
 
We’ve come a long way.
 
17 months ago, you delivered your inaugural address – and focused it squarely on 
income inequality.
 
At the time, it was a pretty lonely place to be.  Aside from a handful of progressive 
academics and columnists, very few prominent voices were focused on income 
inequality.  Politicians at every level were sticking to the same “safe” talking points – 
pabulum that offered nothing but vague references to “helping the middle class” and 
“increasing opportunity.”  Harry Reid went so far as to warn his caucus that they were 
not to go the “de Blasio route.”
 
We saw what happened.  After running away from the President and refusing to 
embrace economic populism, Democrats got trounced in the midterm elections.
 
So a little more than six months ago, you spoke out, offering some tough-love advice in 
the Huffington Post.  Your words caused a stir -- with a whole lot of folks getting their 
backs up, but quite a few progressives embracing your analysis.
 
The tragic events of December drew attention away from the national conversation on 
income inequality, but by late January/early February, it re-emerged.
 
In February, we put together a plan for elevating the progressive solutions to income 
inequality.  As we saw during last week’s planning meeting, we not only achieved the 
vast majority of the items contained in that plan, we went above and beyond: the joint 
op-ed with Warren, the speech at Roosevelt, and, most notably, the signing of TPA in 
Washington – a convening of progressive leaders that I believe was unprecedented in 
modern times. 
 
To be clear, progressives have been doing good work for a long time – but very often in 
silos – and seemed to always find a way to compete with each other, rather than come 



together in common cause.
 
The trip to California yielded some media, but – more important – allowed you to build 
relationships with some key progressive allies on the West Coast.
 
On May 19th, we re-launched TPA to accommodate those who felt the original 
document was lacking.  Coincidentally, that same day saw the City of Los Angeles raise 
their minimum wage to $15, and Philadelphia Democrats overwhelmingly chose the 
progressive candidate in a competitive primary.
 
Since the 19th, Team TPA has been primarily focused on pushing our new partners to 
drive the everyday progressive activists in their networks to sign onto our document.  
We’ve had some success – but not nearly enough.
 
As we’ve discussed, the past 7-10 days have not been ideal – and that’s my failure, not 
yours.  I’m still new to this thing you call “organizing,” and haven’t done a great job at 
seizing on the momentum we all worked to create.  Hayley has been doing yeoman’s 
work as always, and RKK has been generating ideas for media appearances. 
 
But Team TPA is beginning to feel the strain of having lost 2 or 3 of our folks to their 
day jobs.  Jeani is back at the Labor Table – although is still offering ideas pro bono.  
John Davis started a new job with the Senate Energy Committee.  While Pickrell is 
always available to me, and has given me as much time as possible, he’s now being 
sucked into the work of his other clients – a possibility he’d warned me about at the 
start of this project.  I didn’t do a good job of planning for the departure of these folks, 
and now TPA is paying the price.
 
That’s not to say the movement has been moribund - far from it.  Many of our partners 
have been doing great surrogate work – talking to their members, getting quoted in 
news stories, doing television appearances that promote our agenda, writing op-eds, 
circulating videos, and so on.
 
But we need a plan going forward, as you’ve said with understandable frustration.
 
Before I get to that, let’s just keep in mind what some of our initial goals were.  
Building a national presence around income inequality – check.  Establishing a national 
network among like-minded progressives – check.  Generating enthusiasm among 
some well-heeled, kindred spirits – check.  Pushing the national conversation away 
from small-ball, spineless non-policies and towards bold, progressive actual-policies – 
BIG check. 
 
On that last count, think about the conversations you’ve had with some of the most 
powerful people in our orbit.  Whether cordial or confrontational, those discussions 



make it clear that we’ve gotten people’s attention, to say the least.
 
Not bad for six months.  Now…on to Act Two!
 
In the short term, we need to push our partners, and their members, towards 
something tangible.  I think our best bet is a Day of Action – preferably sometime in 
late June, or mid-July.
 
We could also host Gracie Confab: Part II, bringing together a dozen leaders from our 
signing ceremony in Washington – with a focus on the top names we wanted for the 
first round, but couldn’t get – for a whole new batch of voices offering thoughts on next 
steps (tactical, not substantive).
 
I would aim for doing that in late June or mid-July – whichever isn’t filled by the Day of 
Action.
 
Third, I think we should plan an Issues Conference – in concert with some of our New 
York-based partners (Roosevelt, OSI, etc) that features a Big Name speaker (think: Al 
Gore), and produce a substantive discussion about how to understand the goals of TPA 
from a policy perspective.  We haven’t given nearly enough time to some of the very 
substantive pieces on our agenda – like closing the CEO pay loophole, implementing a 
national child-care program, moving towards debt-free college, or reforming the NLRA 
to enhance the right to organize.  That would be an August event – when the news 
cycle is slower & we have a better chance at getting coverage.
 
Finally, we should do an event on inequality issues impacting Communities of Color – 
from sentencing reform, to stop-and-frisk reform, to Pre-K and its specific impact on 
low-income families of color.   We have done so much in these areas on the local level 
that it makes all the sense in the world to gin up Van Jones, Heather, and other like-
minded folks to really plan and promote the hell out of something like this.
 
Those events would be supplements to our day-to-day list-building, surrogate media 
scheduling, and TPA call time (with you reaching out to both Signers and Non-Signers, 
seeking ideas/spreading love).
 
In the long-term, we should discuss building a permanent enterprise.  That’s a huge 
endeavor, and requires funding and staff – but it’s something we have the capacity to 
fund and build.  Think of it as the progressive version of Third Way – a hub of 
substantive policy ideas, strategic advice, farm-team building, and progressive 
networking.  Third Way has about a dozen permanent staff.  I think we could get away 
with a team that’s half that size, if we hire the right folks.
 
In terms of immediate staffing, I’m talking to Phil about a guy who might be a Pickrell 



replacement, and I will get with Jeani and Davis about who might fill the roles that 
they did so well for us.  My guess is that we’ll need $20K a month to lock those folks 
down – although it can be a short-term contract that evolves into something more 
fiscally manageable in the long-term.
 
The X-factor here is Hillary Clinton.  At some point this summer – probably on June 
13th – she’s going to outline her economic vision.  I hope/pray/expect that it will be in 
sync with most of the things for which TPA has been advocating.  If that’s the case, 
we’ll need to take OFF our TPA hats, and have a separate conversation on what you do 
there.
 
I don’t want to get into that business in this memo, as it will be a political discussion 
that’s not in the TPA realm.  But off the top of my head, I’d say that an event in New 
York City (probably the City Hall steps) with you and a number of folks who’ve been 
simpatico on progressive issues (with a great deal of gender/racial/geographic 
diversity) – but not with HRC herself.  More on that when the time/circumstances are 
appropriate.
 
We’ll talk more this evening, but those are my initial thoughts.
 

###
 
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Works for me

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Face the Nation is booked.  What about This Week with George from NYC, in studio?  Not 100% sure they 
can do it - but wanted to take your temperature… We’d need to do some serious prep, of course



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Works!

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

10am?

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2015 at 6:00 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: <no subject>

Yes sorry! Lets schedule something for AM?what aworks

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi did I miss you

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Okay, I’m wrapping up with Tom



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:









MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: MBDB 
FR: JDC 
RE: TPA 
DA: 5/27/15 
 
 
We’ve come a long way. 
 
17 months ago, you delivered your inaugural address – and focused it squarely on 
income inequality. 
 
At the time, it was a pretty lonely place to be.  Aside from a handful of progressive 
academics and columnists, very few prominent voices were focused on income 
inequality.  Politicians at every level were sticking to the same “safe” talking points – 
pabulum that offered nothing but vague references to “helping the middle class” and 
“increasing opportunity.”  Harry Reid went so far as to warn his caucus that they 
were not to go the “de Blasio route.” 
 
We saw what happened.  After running away from the President and refusing to 
embrace economic populism, Democrats got trounced in the midterm elections. 
 
So a little more than six months ago, you spoke out, offering some tough-love advice 
in the Huffington Post.  Your words caused a stir -- with a whole lot of folks getting 
their backs up, but quite a few progressives embracing your analysis. 
 
The tragic events of December drew attention away from the national conversation 
on income inequality, but by late January/early February, it re-emerged. 
 
In February, we put together a plan for elevating the progressive solutions to 
income inequality.  As we saw during last week’s planning meeting, we not only 
achieved the vast majority of the items contained in that plan, we went above and 
beyond: the joint op-ed with Warren, the speech at Roosevelt, and, most notably, the 
signing of TPA in Washington – a convening of progressive leaders that I believe was 
unprecedented in modern times.   
 
To be clear, progressives have been doing good work for a long time – but very often 
in silos – and seemed to always find a way to compete with each other, rather than 
come together in common cause. 
 
The trip to California yielded some media, but – more important – allowed you to 
build relationships with some key progressive allies on the West Coast. 
 
On May 19th, we re-launched TPA to accommodate those who felt the original 
document was lacking.  Coincidentally, that same day saw the City of Los Angeles 



raise their minimum wage to $15, and Philadelphia Democrats overwhelmingly 
chose the progressive candidate in a competitive primary. 
 
Since the 19th, Team TPA has been primarily focused on pushing our new partners 
to drive the everyday progressive activists in their networks to sign onto our 
document.  We’ve had some success – but not nearly enough. 
 
As we’ve discussed, the past 7-10 days have not been ideal – and that’s my failure, 
not yours.  I’m still new to this thing you call “organizing,” and haven’t done a great 
job at seizing on the momentum we all worked to create.  Hayley has been doing 
yeoman’s work as always, and RKK has been generating ideas for media 
appearances.   
 
But Team TPA is beginning to feel the strain of having lost 2 or 3 of our folks to their 
day jobs.  Jeani is back at the Labor Table – although is still offering ideas pro bono.  
John Davis started a new job with the Senate Energy Committee.  While Pickrell is 
always available to me, and has given me as much time as possible, he’s now being 
sucked into the work of his other clients – a possibility he’d warned me about at the 
start of this project.  I didn’t do a good job of planning for the departure of these 
folks, and now TPA is paying the price. 
 
That’s not to say the movement has been moribund - far from it.  Many of our 
partners have been doing great surrogate work – talking to their members, getting 
quoted in news stories, doing television appearances that promote our agenda, 
writing op-eds, circulating videos, and so on. 
 
But we need a plan going forward, as you’ve said with understandable frustration. 
 
Before I get to that, let’s just keep in mind what some of our initial goals were.  
Building a national presence around income inequality – check.  Establishing a 
national network among like-minded progressives – check.  Generating enthusiasm 
among some well-heeled, kindred spirits – check.  Pushing the national conversation 
away from small-ball, spineless non-policies and towards bold, progressive actual-
policies – BIG check.   
 
On that last count, think about the conversations you’ve had with some of the most 
powerful people in our orbit.  Whether cordial or confrontational, those discussions 
make it clear that we’ve gotten people’s attention, to say the least. 
 
Not bad for six months.  Now…on to Act Two! 
 
In the short term, we need to push our partners, and their members, towards 
something tangible.  I think our best bet is a Day of Action – preferably sometime in 
late June, or mid-July. 
 



We could also host Gracie Confab: Part II, bringing together a dozen leaders from 
our signing ceremony in Washington – with a focus on the top names we wanted for 
the first round, but couldn’t get – for a whole new batch of voices offering thoughts 
on next steps (tactical, not substantive). 
 
I would aim for doing that in late June or mid-July – whichever isn’t filled by the Day 
of Action. 
 
Third, I think we should plan an Issues Conference – in concert with some of our 
New York-based partners (Roosevelt, OSI, etc) that features a Big Name speaker 
(think: Al Gore), and produce a substantive discussion about how to understand the 
goals of TPA from a policy perspective.  We haven’t given nearly enough time to 
some of the very substantive pieces on our agenda – like closing the CEO pay 
loophole, implementing a national child-care program, moving towards debt-free 
college, or reforming the NLRA to enhance the right to organize.  That would be an 
August event – when the news cycle is slower & we have a better chance at getting 
coverage. 
 
Finally, we should do an event on inequality issues impacting Communities of 
Color – from sentencing reform, to stop-and-frisk reform, to Pre-K and its specific 
impact on low-income families of color.   We have done so much in these areas on 
the local level that it makes all the sense in the world to gin up Van Jones, Heather, 
and other like-minded folks to really plan and promote the hell out of something like 
this. 
 
Those events would be supplements to our day-to-day list-building, surrogate media 
scheduling, and TPA call time (with you reaching out to both Signers and Non-
Signers, seeking ideas/spreading love). 
 
In the long-term, we should discuss building a permanent enterprise.  That’s a huge 
endeavor, and requires funding and staff – but it’s something we have the capacity 
to fund and build.  Think of it as the progressive version of Third Way – a hub of 
substantive policy ideas, strategic advice, farm-team building, and progressive 
networking.  Third Way has about a dozen permanent staff.  I think we could get 
away with a team that’s half that size, if we hire the right folks. 
 
In terms of immediate staffing, I’m talking to Phil about a guy who might be a 
Pickrell replacement, and I will get with Jeani and Davis about who might fill the 
roles that they did so well for us.  My guess is that we’ll need $20K a month to lock 
those folks down – although it can be a short-term contract that evolves into 
something more fiscally manageable in the long-term. 
 
The X-factor here is Hillary Clinton.  At some point this summer – probably on June 
13th – she’s going to outline her economic vision.  I hope/pray/expect that it will be 
in sync with most of the things for which TPA has been advocating.  If that’s the case, 



we’ll need to take OFF our TPA hats, and have a separate conversation on what you 
do there. 
 
I don’t want to get into that business in this memo, as it will be a political discussion 
that’s not in the TPA realm.  But off the top of my head, I’d say that an event in New 
York City (probably the City Hall steps) with you and a number of folks who’ve been 
simpatico on progressive issues (with a great deal of gender/racial/geographic 
diversity) – but not with HRC herself.  More on that when the time/circumstances 
are appropriate. 
 
We’ll talk more this evening, but those are my initial thoughts. 
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I can reach out again see what they say
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Well - he did a conf call (with an awful announcement system where they couldn’t get a sentence in) - but
that was just a quickie to answer questions about TPA before some individuals signed on… This would be a
more formal “appearance” to the full caucus
 

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2015 at 8:41 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: <no subject>
 

They never got back to me
Also – didn’t we already do this?
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Do you know what the status is of MBDB addressing Congressional Progressive Caucus via Skype or



whatever?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Hey John, Unfortunately the Mayor has to regret because of scheduling conflict.  Sorry!

John Del Cecato

Hey Penny.  My firm AKPD is working for Tsai Ing-wen, presidential
nominee of the opposition party in Taiwan (the Democratic Progressive
Party).

I haven’t been working with this client personally; it’s been my partners
Larry Grisolano and Mike Donilon.

Larry said that Tsai is going to be in NYC on June 5-6, meeting with
Taiwanese business leaders, etc.  Larry was wondering if MBDB would
also like to meet with her.

I don’t know much about her, other than Larry telling me she’s the
favorite to win the election next January, and that she’s good people.
But thought I’d put on your radar - just in case you think it makes sense.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

yep

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 

Hmm… ok tx

 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2015 at 10:41 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: also... fyi mayors intel

 

Frm max in fed affairs;

I just talk to my colleague in Los Angeles. Mayor Garcetti will likely be in San Francisco on Sunday
June 21st. Mayor Emanuel apparently will be there on Saturday June 20th.

The WH has engaged them with the idea of doing some photo opp or other visibility event with
mayors who have increased the minimum wage.

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Friend of mine said income inequality was a topic on Morning Joe this AM, and that they mentioned MBDB



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:
Attachments:

Sorry for the delay here…this will be posted on nyc.gov shortly
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
CONTACT:

RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO PARTICIPATES IN LECTURE WITH
FORMER SECRETARY OF LABOR ROBERT REICH AT THE UNIVERSITY OF

CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor Bill de Blasio:

Professor Robert Reich:



Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:



Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:
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Mayor



Professor Robert Reich:
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Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:



Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:



Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:



Professor Robert Reich:

Mayor:

Professor Robert Reich:



Mayor:



Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor



Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich



Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor



Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Question

Professor Robert Reich

Question

Mayor



Professor Robert Reich

Question

Mayor



Professor Robert Reich



Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Question

Mayor



Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Mayor



Professor Robert Reich

Mayor

Professor Robert Reich

Question

Mayor



Professor Robert Reich
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Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Am posting this one too

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
CONTACT:

RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT SANTA
CLARA UNIVERSITY

Mayor Bill de Blasio

















Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen: 

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:



Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen: 

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:



Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:



Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:



Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:
 



Mayor:

Dr. Elsa Chen:

Mayor:



Dr. Elsa Chen



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

MEMORANDUM
TO: MBDB
FR: JDC
DA: 5/28/15
RE: TPA Update
 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT/GOALS
 
Still working on this.  Would love to mind-meld with you here.
 
Some options:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->To move the Democratic Party to the left.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->To move HRC to the left.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->To make income inequality the “fiscal 

collapse” of the 2008 election, or the Vietnam War of the 1968 election.  In 
other words – the biggest, most inescapable issue that defines politics up and 
down the ballot – and forces current elected officials of all stripes to weight in

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->To recruit and elect populist Democrats.  
(BIG CAVEAT: We’d have to check to see the legal parameters here – so I’m only 
throwing this out as a discussion point – nothing has been done on this to date.)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->To cultivate a grassroots movement that is 
essentially a Tea Party on the left (except better focused on a core set of issues).

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->To serve as a clearinghouse of information, 
policy, strategy, tactics, organizational/grass-tops support for progressive 
champions who need that support.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->To focus the national conversation on a core 
set of 15 planks (i.e., TPA platform) – and work like hell to get Washington to 
adopt those policies.

 
 
LEGACY
 
In other words, what do we want to “leave behind” – as you said in your Alterman 
interview.
 
Jackson didn’t leave much behind, after his historic candidacy that touched so many 



people.
 
Dean did leave a structure in place (Democracy for America).  Obama did too 
(Organizing for America) – although it wasn’t utilized the way it should have been.
 
Do we want to become a DLC or Third Way for the left?
 
Or do we want to be Convener-in-Chief – sort of a grassroots version of the Warren 
phenomenon – being the voice/leader who pulls together so many disparate parts of 
the progressive movement?
 
 
 
STRUCTURE
 
I’ve had some good conversations today.
 

  can only help out on his lunch hour.  Can’t be hired away.
Jeani Murray has a big job in pulling together all the national labor unions on various 
projects, BUT still has room on her plate to be an “organizing consultant” to TPA.  She 
needs to get some signoffs first, but I feel like we’ve got a real shot at pulling her in.  
She’s very enthusiastic about the cause, and totally in sync with our values.  She also 
happens to be a wonderfully calm, yet aggressive, task-completer – basically the 
opposite of your hapless friend JDC!
 
Pickrell will always be available to weigh in – and calls me several times a day with 
ideas.  But his role (and his compensation) will be reduced & used to pay for Jeani.
 
I’m talking with          

 tomorrow afternoon.  My goal is to nail him down to be TPA executive director.  
His job would be to hold people like yours truly accountable, extract the stuff from me 
that I can do well, and find others to cover the things I do not know how to do.    

        – and he IS a genuine organizer!
 
RKK continues to lead the press stuff.  One challenge there is that neither she nor 
Hayley can officially talk to City Hall just yet – which leaves me to be the conduit.  The 
lawyers are working to fix that problem (I think it’s a simple matter of getting a waiver 
completed – which is taking an inordinate amount of time).  Allowing RKK to interface 
with Tom, MPC, Phil, and Andrea will make my life a LOT easier – as RKK has excellent 
connections to the press/relationships with them/creative ideas/knows strengths and 
weaknesses of the team/etc.  And she is a true believer, as you know.
 
Hayley is getting it done, as always.  I know she’s been working to get Stuart 



Appelbaum on board – and I feel like we’re close.  Assemblywoman Cathie Nolan also 
wanted you to speak to her Democratic Club so they could sign on.  I have been 
conduit for now – but Hayley will be the one to close the sale.
 
Tom Snyder is a great resource/the adult in the room when it comes to thinking the 
organizing stuff through & making sure it clears the proper hurdles at City Hall.
 
Stephanie Yazgi is volunteering her thoughts/experiences in organizing the mayors, 
and is a great resource for neophytes like me who ask questions like “Hey – how 
should a Day of Action really LOOK?”  She’s been fantastic – and I will lean on her more 
heavily – and she’s very eager to help.
 
 
SIGNERS
 
We’ve got over 1100 signers at this point.  That doesn’t sound like much progress from 
the initial count I gave you on Day Three – but the truth is, the data guys were 
calculating the initial numbers wrong – so that number was artificially inflated.  Bottom 
line: we’re making some progress on “regular people” signing up – even without any 
paid advertising (which every campaign consultant will tell you is the only way to 
really get your numbers up.
 
We have a proposal on how to use paid digital advertising to do just that – and it’s 
working its way through the Campaign for One New York system.  Hope to get that 
going very soon.
 
VIPS
 
So only have one VIP to report, but it’s a big one – MoveOn.org is now officially signed 
on.  Team TPA is tweeting/celebrating the addition (MoveOn claims 8 million 
members) – and are brainstorming on how to sync up with the Reich videos that 
they’ve been re-launching (which are all consistent with our agenda).
 
 
PARTNER ACTIONS
 
Mike Lux will be filming you in NYC next week for a video his group is doing.  Purpose 
is to tie all of the various progressive groups together & show the world that we’re all 
working together.  Will get you a briefing on this.  It will be good.
 
Bob Creamer sent our stuff to his pretty big list of progressive activists, and is going 
to call me soon to talk strategy for building the movement.  I know Bob pretty well, 
and he’s very plugged-in & knows how to get things moving.



 
DC-37 wants to do a piece for their newsletter (which has massive circulation) to 
highlight what TPA is all about.  Fromo is writing a draft for them to consider.  
Hopefully they will only lightly edit.
 
I connected Robert Greenwald at Brave New Films to our friends in the teaching 
world, and they are both very excited to put together his Kindergarten Teachers vs. 
Hedge Fund Managers video.  Greenwald’s last piece on racism got like 15 million 
views online.  It will be a good piece, and will work our website into it – hopefully 
driving lots of people to sign up.
 
MPC is working to get your Skype meeting with the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus on the schedule.  Once that happens, and Keith gets them to officially endorse 
TPA as a caucus, we’ll have a big number of Congressional Members to add to the list.
 
Tom Harkin still has the draft op-ed that we gave him, but hasn’t yet responded.  He 
may still be on vacation – so I don’t think he’s abandoned it; has just been distracted.
 
 
CHALLENGES
 
One issue I’m becoming more and more familiar with is the pitfalls of dealing with 
what some have called “The Professional Left.”  In theory, they are with us on the 
issues.  They have real organizations with real members.  However, there’s a lot of 
competition between these groups: competition for attention, for credit, for money 
(many of them rely on contributions from the same large labor unions for their annual 
budgets), etc.
 
One example.  Deepak’s group was all about immigration a year ago.  A few months 
ago, it was Social Security and college.  Right before May 12th (as we know), it became 
all about mass incarceration.  That’s not to say he and his members aren’t committed to 
EACH of these worthy causes.  It’s just to say that there’s a general instinct that to stay 
relevant – even to EXIST as an organization – some of these progressive groups feel the 
need to leap on whatever issue is hot at the moment, rather than taking the long view.
 
I haven’t figured out a solution to what you might call “mission drift” among these 
folks.  Just flagging it as a challenge.
 
 
DECISION-MAKING
 
I now better understand the extent to which you want/need to be involved in many of 
the day-to-day TPA decisions.  And we’re going to keep you in the loop on as many 



things as possible – until you finally say “okay, I don’t need to be in on this one – just 
do it.”
 
More important, the TPA leadership needs to extend beyond just you.  What I mean by 
that is this.  We need a kitchen cabinet – a half-dozen or so smart, active, committed, 
diverse progressive leaders who are our go-to caucus for advancing our mission.
 
You could even call it a “steering committee.”  It’s not like these folks would be bigger 
and better than our other valued partners; it’s just that they’d be the ones that we 
regularly have you communicate with – both individually, and as a group.
 
I haven’t fully fleshed out this group – but a top-of-head example would be:

   

Obviously that list is up for debate – just wanted to offer an idea.
 

e 
 

 

And once the Steering Committee decides what TPA will be doing, it will be a lot easier 
to push back against those who have ulterior motives/other agendas.
 
 
BIG EVENTS
 
As we’ve already discussed, there are a number of Big Events that we’d like to get 
cracking on.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Presidential forum on income inequality
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->TPA Day of Action
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Issues conference in NYC
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Gracie Confab Part II
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Policy forum focused on communities of 



color
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Tele-Town Hall

 
 
EDGIER IDEA
 
Per last night’s call, there’s a real possibility for us to create/fund/oversee a Caucus for 
Inequality effort in Iowa, for all of the obvious reasons.
 
We’d need a budget of $250,000-$500,000 to do it right.  That would give us the money 
to rent the Braley caucus-goer list; hire an executive director and outreach director in 
the state; produce literature/rent office space/get local website going; cover travel and 
such.
 
This is a VERY big-ticket item – but could be a mission well-worth funding – as long as 
we thoroughly think through the ramifications/perceptions vis a vis certain friends in 
high places.
 
John Davis is more than happy to help map out a plan for this – but wanted to put a 
price tag on it & get your thoughts before we took it to the next step.
 
 
IN THE NEWS
 
Not a comprehensive list, but:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Morning Joe talked about income inequality 
this morning, and mentioned your work there.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->A progressive State Rep. in Pennsylvania 
sounds a lot like us, in a column that appeared in the Morning Call today. 
http://www.mcall.com/opinion/yourview/mc-minimum-wage-education-
freeman-yv--20150527-story.html
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Dick Fuld, the former CEO of LEHMAN 
BROTHERS, had this to say today:
 
Fuld also sounded concerned about income inequality: “Capitalism only works if it 
starts at the top and filters down.”
http://www.businessinsider.com.au/rich-fuld-speech-2015-5
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->A Reuters piece helps explain why we 
included Social Security expansion to TPA (without naming us – just the 
thinking behind it).



 
In other words, income inequality is translating into retirement inequality.
 
Here is a better option: Expand Social Security benefits to help people who need it most.
 
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/latestnews/2015/05/28/How-use-Social-Security-fix-
retirement-inequality
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->A NYT review of a new book on inequality 
shines a light on the GOP presidentials adopting this as a cause.
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/29/business/dealbook/book-review-of-
inequality-by-anthony-atkinson.html?_r=0

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And Republican Gov. Rick Snyder is getting 

into the act.
http://wemu.org/post/snyder-building-interest-skilled-trades-job-one-mi
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Rick SANTORUM is talking about it.
http://pjmedia.com/tatler/2015/05/28/santorum-i-know-radical-islam-can-face-
former-secstate-very-steeped-in-knowledge-in-that-area/
 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And of course, less surprising, Bernie 

Sanders is all OVER it.  (Links too numerous to include here.)
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Joan Walsh is always smart in writing about 
it.
http://www.salon.com/2015/05/28/gop_trolls_set_a_dangerous_trap_for_dems_

why_zombie_centrism_would_doom_the_party/
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Robert Reich re-launched his video on the 
importance of unions to fixing the economy (one of our TPA planks, don’t 
forget).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWtX3fHUJw4

 
And that is just a SAMPLE of the stuff that’s out there TODAY.  If you wanted a full 
recap of income inequality in the news for this week, you’d need a full workday to 
digest it all.
 
 
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Deliver some key TPA plugs/talking points 
on Diana Williams and Daily Show appearances.



<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Continue making Campaign for One New 
York calls like you did this morning – but try to set aside a couple of hours a 
week for TPA-specific calls (care and feeding and listening to key partners).

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Some high-level thinking on where YOU 
want to take TPA.

 
 

###
 



MEMORANDUM 
TO: MBDB 
FR: JDC 
DA: 5/28/15 
RE: TPA Update 
 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT/GOALS 
 
Still working on this.  Would love to mind-meld with you here. 
 
Some options: 

To move the Democratic Party to the left. 
To move HRC to the left. 
To make income inequality the “fiscal collapse” of the 2008 election, or the 
Vietnam War of the 1968 election.  In other words – the biggest, most 
inescapable issue that defines politics up and down the ballot – and forces 
current elected officials of all stripes to weight in 
To recruit and elect populist Democrats.  (BIG CAVEAT: We’d have to check 
to see the legal parameters here – so I’m only throwing this out as a 
discussion point – nothing has been done on this to date.) 
To cultivate a grassroots movement that is essentially a Tea Party on the left 
(except better focused on a core set of issues). 
To serve as a clearinghouse of information, policy, strategy, tactics, 
organizational/grass-tops support for progressive champions who need that 
support. 
To focus the national conversation on a core set of 15 planks (i.e., TPA 
platform) – and work like hell to get Washington to adopt those policies. 

 
 
LEGACY 
 
In other words, what do we want to “leave behind” – as you said in your Alterman 
interview. 
 
Jackson didn’t leave much behind, after his historic candidacy that touched so many 
people. 
 
Dean did leave a structure in place (Democracy for America).  Obama did too 
(Organizing for America) – although it wasn’t utilized the way it should have been. 
 
Do we want to become a DLC or Third Way for the left? 
 





Stephanie Yazgi is volunteering her thoughts/experiences in organizing the mayors, 
and is a great resource for neophytes like me who ask questions like “Hey – how 
should a Day of Action really LOOK?”  She’s been fantastic – and I will lean on her 
more heavily – and she’s very eager to help. 
 
 
SIGNERS 
 
We’ve got over 1100 signers at this point.  That doesn’t sound like much progress 
from the initial count I gave you on Day Three – but the truth is, the data guys were 
calculating the initial numbers wrong – so that number was artificially inflated.  
Bottom line: we’re making some progress on “regular people” signing up – even 
without any paid advertising (which every campaign consultant will tell you is the 
only way to really get your numbers up. 
 
We have a proposal on how to use paid digital advertising to do just that – and it’s 
working its way through the Campaign for One New York system.  Hope to get that 
going very soon. 
 
VIPS 
 
So only have one VIP to report, but it’s a big one – MoveOn.org is now officially 
signed on.  Team TPA is tweeting/celebrating the addition (MoveOn claims 8 million 
members) – and are brainstorming on how to sync up with the Reich videos that 
they’ve been re-launching (which are all consistent with our agenda). 
 
 
PARTNER ACTIONS 
 
Mike Lux will be filming you in NYC next week for a video his group is doing.  
Purpose is to tie all of the various progressive groups together & show the world 
that we’re all working together.  Will get you a briefing on this.  It will be good. 
 
Bob Creamer sent our stuff to his pretty big list of progressive activists, and is going 
to call me soon to talk strategy for building the movement.  I know Bob pretty well, 
and he’s very plugged-in & knows how to get things moving. 
 
DC-37 wants to do a piece for their newsletter (which has massive circulation) to 
highlight what TPA is all about.  Fromo is writing a draft for them to consider.  
Hopefully they will only lightly edit. 
 
I connected Robert Greenwald at Brave New Films to our friends in the teaching 
world, and they are both very excited to put together his Kindergarten Teachers vs. 
Hedge Fund Managers video.  Greenwald’s last piece on racism got like 15 million 
views online.  It will be a good piece, and will work our website into it – hopefully 
driving lots of people to sign up. 



 
MPC is working to get your Skype meeting with the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus on the schedule.  Once that happens, and Keith gets them to officially 
endorse TPA as a caucus, we’ll have a big number of Congressional Members to add 
to the list. 
 
Tom Harkin still has the draft op-ed that we gave him, but hasn’t yet responded.  He 
may still be on vacation – so I don’t think he’s abandoned it; has just been distracted. 
 
 
CHALLENGES 
 
One issue I’m becoming more and more familiar with is the pitfalls of dealing with 
what some have called “The Professional Left.”  In theory, they are with us on the 
issues.  They have real organizations with real members.  However, there’s a lot of 
competition between these groups: competition for attention, for credit, for money 
(many of them rely on contributions from the same large labor unions for their 
annual budgets), etc. 
 
One example.  Deepak’s group was all about immigration a year ago.  A few months 
ago, it was Social Security and college.  Right before May 12th (as we know), it 
became all about mass incarceration.  That’s not to say he and his members aren’t 
committed to EACH of these worthy causes.  It’s just to say that there’s a general 
instinct that to stay relevant – even to EXIST as an organization – some of these 
progressive groups feel the need to leap on whatever issue is hot at the moment, 
rather than taking the long view. 
 
I haven’t figured out a solution to what you might call “mission drift” among these 
folks.  Just flagging it as a challenge. 
 
 
DECISION-MAKING 
 
I now better understand the extent to which you want/need to be involved in many 
of the day-to-day TPA decisions.  And we’re going to keep you in the loop on as 
many things as possible – until you finally say “okay, I don’t need to be in on this one 
– just do it.” 
 
More important, the TPA leadership needs to extend beyond just you.  What I mean 
by that is this.  We need a kitchen cabinet – a half-dozen or so smart, active, 
committed, diverse progressive leaders who are our go-to caucus for advancing our 
mission. 
 
You could even call it a “steering committee.”  It’s not like these folks would be 
bigger and better than our other valued partners; it’s just that they’d be the ones 
that we regularly have you communicate with – both individually, and as a group. 



 
I haven’t fully fleshed out this group – but a top-of-head example would be: 

 
    

 
 

Obviously that list is up for debate – just wanted to offer an idea. 
 

 have 
 

 

And once the Steering Committee decides what TPA will be doing, it will be a lot 
easier to push back against those who have ulterior motives/other agendas. 
 
 
BIG EVENTS 
 
As we’ve already discussed, there are a number of Big Events that we’d like to get 
cracking on. 
 

Presidential forum on income inequality 
TPA Day of Action 
Issues conference in NYC  
Gracie Confab Part II 
Policy forum focused on communities of color 
Tele-Town Hall 
 

 
EDGIER IDEA 
 
Per last night’s call, there’s a real possibility for us to create/fund/oversee a Caucus 
for Inequality effort in Iowa, for all of the obvious reasons. 
 
We’d need a budget of $250,000-$500,000 to do it right.  That would give us the 
money to rent the Braley caucus-goer list; hire an executive director and outreach 
director in the state; produce literature/rent office space/get local website going; 
cover travel and such. 



 
This is a VERY big-ticket item – but could be a mission well-worth funding – as long 
as we thoroughly think through the ramifications/perceptions vis a vis certain 
friends in high places. 
 
John Davis is more than happy to help map out a plan for this – but wanted to put a 
price tag on it & get your thoughts before we took it to the next step. 
 
 
IN THE NEWS 
 
Not a comprehensive list, but: 
 

Morning Joe talked about income inequality this morning, and mentioned 
your work there. 
A progressive State Rep. in Pennsylvania sounds a lot like us, in a column that 
appeared in the Morning Call 
today. http://www.mcall.com/opinion/yourview/mc-minimum-wage-
education-freeman-yv--20150527-story.html 
 
Dick Fuld, the former CEO of LEHMAN BROTHERS, had this to say today: 
 
Fuld also sounded concerned about income inequality: “Capitalism only works 
if it starts at the top and filters down.” 
http://www.businessinsider.com.au/rich-fuld-speech-2015-5 
 
A Reuters piece helps explain why we included Social Security expansion to 
TPA (without naming us – just the thinking behind it). 
 

In other words, income inequality is translating into retirement inequality. 
 
Here is a better option: Expand Social Security benefits to help people who need it 
most.  
 
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/latestnews/2015/05/28/How-use-Social-Security-
fix-retirement-inequality 
 

A NYT review of a new book on inequality shines a light on the GOP 
presidentials adopting this as a cause. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/29/business/dealbook/book-review-of-
inequality-by-anthony-atkinson.html? r=0 

 
And Republican Gov. Rick Snyder is getting into the act. 
http://wemu.org/post/snyder-building-interest-skilled-trades-job-one-mi 
 



Rick SANTORUM is talking about it. 
http://pjmedia.com/tatler/2015/05/28/santorum-i-know-radical-islam-can-
face-former-secstate-very-steeped-in-knowledge-in-that-area/ 
 

And of course, less surprising, Bernie Sanders is all OVER it.  (Links too 
numerous to include here.) 

 
Joan Walsh is always smart in writing about it. 
http://www.salon.com/2015/05/28/gop trolls set a dangerous trap for d

ems why zombie centrism would doom the party/ 
 
Robert Reich re-launched his video on the importance of unions to fixing the 
economy (one of our TPA planks, don’t forget). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWtX3fHUJw4 

 
And that is just a SAMPLE of the stuff that’s out there TODAY.  If you wanted a full 
recap of income inequality in the news for this week, you’d need a full workday to 
digest it all. 
 
 
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU 
 

Deliver some key TPA plugs/talking points on Diana Williams and Daily 
Show appearances. 
Continue making Campaign for One New York calls like you did this morning 
– but try to set aside a couple of hours a week for TPA-specific calls (care and 
feeding and listening to key partners). 
Some high-level thinking on where YOU want to take TPA. 

 
 

### 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hayley Prim
c: 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Who the fuck did they think was Shorris??  I’m not that old!

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 29, 2015 at 10:05 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: 

Looks like the jig is up…..
 

Evan Siegfried

 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Love it
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 29, 2015 at 9:54 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, 
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: <no subject>
 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
Subject:
 
Inside the Latest Cuomo–de Blasio Squabble Is a Deeper Divide Over Taxes





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Will try to call her

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Hayley Prim



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Maybe that’s why I love it??
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 29, 2015 at 10:58 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: How is this?
 
A lot of it is from you!!!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
A few edits - but I love it
 
President Obama said something interesting the other day.
He pointed out that the top 25 hedge fund titans in America earn more MORE than every
kindergarten teacher in America
Think about that.  $12 billion for 25 people – more than all the folks teaching our four and five year
olds.
A lot of those hedge fund types pull a lot of weight up in Albany.  They’ve become good friends of
the folks who are deciding the laws right now.
In these final 3 weeks of session, these leaders there are going to decide if we keep in
place/strengthen rent protections for more than 2 million middle-class and low-income New
Yorkers.
Right now that package is up in the air.
These leaders are also going to decide if we expand our stock of affordable housing with a tax on
mansions and ending no-strings tax breaks to big developers,
That reform is also up in the air.
Lets be clear about the consequences.



If Albany fails to act, it’s a slap in the fact to New York residents being priced out of their
own city. 
If Albany fails to act, hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers will be prevented from getting
apartments they can afford.
If Albany fails to act, it’s essentially a vote to make New York City LESS affordable for
working people, and more profitable for multi-millionaire condo owners, and the developers
who build them.
If Albany fails to pass our reform package, they’re turning their backs on more than 2 million
renters in danger of losing their homes – all so that multi-millionaire condo owners can see
lower taxes and greater personal wealth.
This governor has shown in the past he can get a great deal done even when the clock is ticking.
So it’s time. Time for the leaders in Albany to show some leadership.
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 29, 2015 at 10:46 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: How is this?
 
President Obama said something interesting the other day.
He pointed out that the top 25 hedge fund titans in America earn more MORE than every
kindergarten teacher in America
Think about that.  $12 billion for 25 people – more than all the folks teaching our four and five year
olds.
A lot of those hedge fund types pull a lot of weight up in Albany.  They’ve become good friends of
the folks who are deciding the laws right now.
In these final 3 weeks of session, these leaders there are going to decide if we keep in
place/strengthen rent protections for more than 2 million middle-class and low-income New
Yorkers.
Right now that package is up in the air.
These leaders are also going to decide if we expand our stock of affordable housing with a tax on
mansions and ending no-strings tax breaks to big developers,
That reform is also up in the air.
Lets be clear about the consequences.
If Albany fails to act, it’s a slap in the fact to New York residents being priced out of their
own city. 
If Albany fails to act, hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers will be prevented from getting
apartments they can afford.
If Albany fails to act, it’s essentially a vote to make New York City LESS affordable for
working people, and more profitable for multi-millionaire condo owners, and the developers
who build them.
If Albany fails to pass our reform package, they’re turning their backs on more than 2 million
renters in danger of losing their homes – all so that multi-millionaire condo owners can see



lower taxes and greater personal wealth.
This governor has shown in the past he can get a great deal done even when the clock is ticking.
So it’s time. Time for the leaders in Albany to show some leadership.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Agree!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Yes – exactly what im thinking
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Can we have MBDB deliver something along these lines on Diana Williams at 1pm - and leak
that today?
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 29, 2015 at 10:46 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: How is this?
 
President Obama said something interesting the other day.
He pointed out that the top 25 hedge fund titans in America earn more MORE than every
kindergarten teacher in America
Think about that.  $12 billion for 25 people – more than all the folks teaching our four and five year
olds.
A lot of those hedge fund types pull a lot of weight up in Albany.  They’ve become good friends of
the folks who are deciding the laws right now.
In these final 3 weeks of session, these leaders there are going to decide if we keep in
place/strengthen rent protections for more than 2 million middle-class and low-income New



Yorkers.
Right now that package is up in the air.
These leaders are also going to decide if we expand our stock of affordable housing with a tax on
mansions and ending no-strings tax breaks to big developers,
That reform is also up in the air.
Lets be clear about the consequences.
If Albany fails to act, it’s a slap in the fact to New York residents being priced out of their
own city. 
If Albany fails to act, hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers will be prevented from getting
apartments they can afford.
If Albany fails to act, it’s essentially a vote to make New York City LESS affordable for
working people, and more profitable for multi-millionaire condo owners, and the developers
who build them.
If Albany fails to pass our reform package, they’re turning their backs on more than 2 million
renters in danger of losing their homes – all so that multi-millionaire condo owners can see
lower taxes and greater personal wealth.
This governor has shown in the past he can get a great deal done even when the clock is ticking.
So it’s time. Time for the leaders in Albany to show some leadership.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

ok
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

FYI -  - so I don’t think I can be at the
Open Societies meeting in person



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

here’s the script

(Shot of Capitol Building
CG:
Washington, DC
May 12, 2015)
BDB:
Today we’re announcing and we’re signing The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality.

(BDB speaking
CG:
Bill de Blasio
Mayor, New York City)
BDB:
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept: we need to reward work again.  We need to 
reward work, not wealth.

(Dean speaking
CG:
Howard Dean
Former Governor, Vermont)
Dean:
We have got to deal with the fact that 80% of this country have not had a raise in the last 20 years.  
America can’t work if 80% of the people don’t participate in the benefits of our extraordinary economic 
machine that we have. 

(Barbara Lee speaking
CG:
Barbara Lee
U.S. Representative, California’s 13th District)
Lee:
So we have to address these inequalities head on to fight for economic justice for all.  And this agenda, The 
Progressive Agenda, does that. 

(DeLauro speaking
CG:
Rosa DeLauro
U.S. Representative, Connecticut’s 3rd District)
DeLauro:
Minimum wage, paid sick days, paid family leave, universal pre-k, immigration reform, restoring the right 
to organize and, yes, opposing bad trade deals.  These are things that so many of us have been advocating 



for a long time.

(Grijalva speaking
CG:
Raúl Grijalva
U.S. Representative, Arizona’s 3rd District)
Grijalva:
The pledge is a call to action, and it’s also a commitment to making sure that this economy and this 
country works for all of us and works for the American people. 

(BDB speaking, fade to scroll of signers, TPA logo and URL)
BDB:
We’re inviting everyday Americans to be a part of this.  Sign up today at ProgressiveAgenda.US

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, May 29, 2015 at 1:23 PM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA video

Still tweaking, but we’re hoping to get this out this afternoon, unless there are objections… 

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/16883534/TPA Cut2.mp4



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:





5/17/2018 6:56 PM             2

Know important to give you tools to 
succeed in what you do

Just went to Albany, pushed hard to 
extend Mayoral Control – essential tool 
for speedy improvement, reform

Without it, comprehensive efforts to 
transform NYC schools not possible 

Admin doing everything in its power…

Over $150M for Renewal Schools –
transform 94 most troubled schools

New era: Instead of giving up on 
schools, kids, investing in them

o Providing schools leadership, 
resources needed to turn around

Can see changes and feel new energy



5/17/2018 6:56 PM             3

When saw BK’s Automotive HS in 
March: over twice as many students in 
after-school programs

Attendance at 83%, highest in decade; 
gang-related activity down 91%

Investing $34M next year, $60M every 
year after for 130 struggling schools

o Raises to “Fair Student Funding” 
levels for first time

Historic expansion of  Pre-K – nearly
70K families signed up for fall

And this week, announced 64 new 
PROSE schools – doubling number  

Goal: 200 PROSE schools – more than 
number of schools in Boston, Buffalo – 
innovation on a big scale



5/17/2018 6:56 PM             4

One of most exciting developments in 
education in NYC

PROSE – labs for innovation, 
flexibility with DOE work, union rules 
to innovate, better serve students

o Extended learning hours, weekend 
time, rearrange calendars, more

o Made possible with landmark 
contract with UFT last year

Must maintain momentum – must 
extend Mayoral control 

So much at stake, future of 1.1M kids 
and their families – can’t fail them

Education determines economic destiny 
now more than ever



5/17/2018 6:56 PM             5

Know all here feel tremendous urgency 
– must make Albany feel it too

Not a partisan issue – business, faith, 
civic, community leaders all pushing to 
extend Mayoral control

Regardless what happens upstate, we 
will continue to do everything to
transform schools, uplift ALL our kids

So much energy, creativity, innovation 
occurring – shows power of what can 
accomplish when work together…

o When relationship based on 
dialogue, mutual respect

Look forward to building stronger City, 
giving opportunities for ALL children 

###



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

We were looking for ethnic/gender diversity - but not necessarily job diversity - and didn’t want it to go too 
long/dive into labor politics of why you included Mary Kay but not Randi, etc

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, May 29, 2015 at 1:54 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Leopold, Elana" <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: <no subject>

One question: I assume you considered but decided against showing other than elected officials? 
Curious why? And who all does this get sent to?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

We’re aiming to send this out today… I sent to MBDB too
 
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/16883534/TPA_Cut2.mp4



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:







5/17/2018 6:56 PM             2

Know important to give you tools to 
succeed in what you do

Just went to Albany, pushed hard to 
extend Mayoral Control – essential tool 
for speedy improvement, reform

Without it, comprehensive efforts to 
transform NYC schools not possible 

Admin doing everything in its power…

Over $150M for Renewal Schools –
transform 94 most troubled schools

New era: Instead of giving up on 
schools, kids, investing in them

o Providing schools leadership, 
resources needed to turn around

Can see changes and feel new energy



5/17/2018 6:56 PM             3

When saw BK’s Automotive HS in 
March: over twice as many students in 
after-school programs

Attendance at 83%, highest in decade; 
gang-related activity down 91%

Investing $34M next year, $60M every 
year after for 130 struggling schools

o Raises to “Fair Student Funding” 
levels for first time

Historic expansion of  Pre-K – nearly
70K families signed up for fall

And this week, announced 64 new 
PROSE schools – doubling number  

Goal: 200 PROSE schools – more than 
number of schools in Boston, Buffalo – 
innovation on a big scale



5/17/2018 6:56 PM             4

One of most exciting developments in 
education in NYC

PROSE – labs for innovation, 
flexibility with DOE work, union rules 
to innovate, better serve students

o Extended learning hours, weekend 
time, rearrange calendars, more

o Made possible with landmark 
contract with UFT last year

Must maintain momentum – must 
extend Mayoral control 

So much at stake, future of 1.1M kids 
and their families – can’t fail them

Education determines economic destiny 
now more than ever



5/17/2018 6:56 PM             5

Know all here feel tremendous urgency 
– must make Albany feel it too

Not a partisan issue – business, faith, 
civic, community leaders all pushing to 
extend Mayoral control

Regardless what happens upstate, we 
will continue to do everything to
transform schools, uplift ALL our kids

[SPACE]

Beyond education, much more at stake 
in last 3 weeks of legislative session

Albany deciding if we keep, strengthen 
rent protections for over 2M NYers

Albany also deciding if expand 
affordable housing with mansion tax, 
end no-strings tax breaks to developers



5/17/2018 6:56 PM             6

Both reforms up in the air –
consequences of failure dire 

If Albany fails to act, hundreds of 
thousands of NYers won’t be able to 
get affordable apartments

If Albany fails, essentially makes NYC 
less affordable and more profitable for 
luxury condo owners, developers 

If Albany fails to pass our reforms, 
means turn backs on over 2M renters in 
danger of losing homes – 

In past, Governor has shown can get 
deal done even with clock ticking

Time for the leaders in Albany to show 
some leadership

###



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And now a sermon added, but can use similar content from synagogue

Focus on rent protections and mansion tax

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Let's pls get that to ministers

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Are we cutting close to parade?? 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Message is all of albany agenda? Or just housing?

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

We have go ahead at :
Concord Baptist Church – Rev. Gary Simpson (wife Rev. Emma Jordan-Simpson is on
the advisory committee)



800ppl  Bed-Stuy
 
Getting confirmation on 10:30 talk time.
 
What details can we get you MPC?
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

How mini are we talking?
My concern is that it is most likely the last week of the Albany Leg and second to last for our
budget….
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Team TPA is thinking about having the first in a series of three mini-Gracie Confabs - the first to be focused
on Lifting the Floor for Working Families… Goal would be to devise tactics with TPA signers & would-be
signers on how to get the word out, organize, etc…
 
This wouldn’t need to be as elaborate as the last one - but wondering if there’s a day that works best for
MBDB that week
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gets to the old point about there being no “secret pot of money” - and an invitation to revive an income 
tax hike down the line...

A New York City summer, 1975. Credit Photograph: Keystone-France/Getty

American Education



sustaining

Times





Sign up for the daily newsletter: the best of The New Yorker every day.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From
Sent
To
Subject

Rush remarks for tomorrow.
 
Please review and let me know if you have any edits.

Thanks,
Eugene
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o Must live up to that promise 

Right now, Albany deciding on fate of 
affordable housing in city – 3 weeks 
left in legislative session

Went to Albany to fight for stronger 
rent regs that reflect current reality

But state still uncertain if we keep, 
strengthen rent protections for over 2M 
hard-working NYers

NYC’s 1M rent-regulated apartments 
critical life-line for so many – only way 
they make ends meet each month

If laws expire, dire consequences…

1994-2012: lost roughly quarter million 
rent stabilized units



5/17/2018 6:57 PM             4

Must preserve, can’t lose any more –  
threatens affordability, future of city

NYC doing all it can to protect:

o Affordable housing plan – build, 
preserve 200,000 units

o Investing millions to protect 
tenants, provide free legal help to 
stop tenant harassment

But can’t solve crisis alone, need 
Albany to step up…

Albany also deciding if expand 
affordable housing with mansion tax, 
end no-strings tax breaks to developers

If Albany fails to act, hundreds of 
thousands of NYers won’t be able to 
get affordable apartments



5/17/2018 6:57 PM             5

If Albany fails, essentially makes NYC 
less affordable and more profitable for 
luxury condo owners, developers

If Albany fails to pass our reforms, 
means turning backs on NYers like 

 and 

In past, Governor has shown can get 
deal done even with clock ticking –  

Time for Albany to show leadership

Future of city hangs in balance – we 
will not passively wait for action

We will continue to do everything in 
our power to build City for ALL

###



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Fyi

From
Sent
To

Subject

The end is a little overtly political for my taste for the middle of services. Can we take out the
repetitive Albany and governor call out and focus more on the issue of rent and affordability?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Rush remarks for tomorrow.
 
Please review and let me know if you have any edits.

Thanks,
Eugene



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Here was the orig that we cut back for length - manse + 421a reform:



From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

From
Sent
To
Subject



CONCORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2015

Pastor Simpson







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I also want to note that the cuomo attack line against us is "too close to developers"

Pairing the 421a/tough on developers WITH manse tax helps push back on the attack 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Yes re mansion tax. At this point we need to push the progressive credentials in the package. I think
being really clear in the message is good. We are still hoping it's included in senate's bill so we don't
want to campaign on it every day, but doing at church is good. 

By far most important thing is to pump up rent regs rhetoric, and what it means for every day nyers. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

The passage in this speech is bloodless -- mentions what we're doing with no elaboration. Kinda the
opposite of how we talked about the pre-k tax, which I know was very different circumstances. I just
need to understand why we only want a drive-by reference. Are we just trying to not hide it? If
we're actually trying to create energy around it, this isn't the way. And I think it's fair to say that the
mansion tax is the sleeper of our housing package in albany. Is my goal here to keep it quiet or
actually pump it up, as we once dreamed of doing? I literally don't understand the play on this one
point

From
Sent
To



Cc
Subject

Yes it does

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Seems to me that the verbiage below on the mansion tax is a lost opportunity. If we are taxing the
wealthy to build housing for those in need, shouldn't we say it more clearly? JDC, I need help
pumping this up. And EW, I want to confirm that talking overtly and passionately about the mansion
tax conforms with your Albany strategy

From
Sent
To
Subject

OPEN PRESS
CONCORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2015

Pastor Simpson

[See Acknowledgments Card]







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Agree

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Drilling manse tax good - but wud also pair it w driving harder brgain w developers and discussing
how 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

1. Shouldn't I make this more vivid and emotional by saying that whenever someone wealthy buys
one of those $10 million condos sprouting up all over Midtown, they should pay a little more to help
create affordable housing for everyday new yorkers???

2. Should I ask the congregants to help by calling the governor's office to register their concerns??

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Yes re mansion tax. At this point we need to push the progressive credentials in the package. I think
being really clear in the message is good. We are still hoping it's included in senate's bill so we don't
want to campaign on it every day, but doing at church is good. 



By far most important thing is to pump up rent regs rhetoric, and what it means for every day nyers. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

The passage in this speech is bloodless -- mentions what we're doing with no elaboration. Kinda the
opposite of how we talked about the pre-k tax, which I know was very different circumstances. I just
need to understand why we only want a drive-by reference. Are we just trying to not hide it? If
we're actually trying to create energy around it, this isn't the way. And I think it's fair to say that the
mansion tax is the sleeper of our housing package in albany. Is my goal here to keep it quiet or
actually pump it up, as we once dreamed of doing? I literally don't understand the play on this one
point

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Yes it does

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Seems to me that the verbiage below on the mansion tax is a lost opportunity. If we are taxing the
wealthy to build housing for those in need, shouldn't we say it more clearly? JDC, I need help
pumping this up. And EW, I want to confirm that talking overtly and passionately about the mansion
tax conforms with your Albany strategy

From
Sent
To
Subject

OPEN PRESS
CONCORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2015



Pastor Simpson

[See Acknowledgments Card]







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Got it

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

1. Shouldn't I make this more vivid and emotional by saying that whenever someone wealthy buys
one of those $10 million condos sprouting up all over Midtown, they should pay a little more to help
create affordable housing for everyday new yorkers???

2. Should I ask the congregants to help by calling the governor's office to register their concerns??

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Yes re mansion tax. At this point we need to push the progressive credentials in the package. I think
being really clear in the message is good. We are still hoping it's included in senate's bill so we don't
want to campaign on it every day, but doing at church is good. 

By far most important thing is to pump up rent regs rhetoric, and what it means for every day nyers. 

From
Sent
To
Cc



Subject

The passage in this speech is bloodless -- mentions what we're doing with no elaboration. Kinda the
opposite of how we talked about the pre-k tax, which I know was very different circumstances. I just
need to understand why we only want a drive-by reference. Are we just trying to not hide it? If
we're actually trying to create energy around it, this isn't the way. And I think it's fair to say that the
mansion tax is the sleeper of our housing package in albany. Is my goal here to keep it quiet or
actually pump it up, as we once dreamed of doing? I literally don't understand the play on this one
point

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Yes it does

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Seems to me that the verbiage below on the mansion tax is a lost opportunity. If we are taxing the
wealthy to build housing for those in need, shouldn't we say it more clearly? JDC, I need help
pumping this up. And EW, I want to confirm that talking overtly and passionately about the mansion
tax conforms with your Albany strategy

From
Sent
To
Subject

OPEN PRESS
CONCORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2015

Pastor Simpson



[See Acknowledgments Card]







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yes, my apologies. It was a larger part during drafting but were concerned with length. I have told
the team to focus on message content first and foremost

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

And guys, I know we need a new speechwriter, but when we're rolling out brand new material it
really helps to lock it down the day before and not on the drive to the speech...

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

JDC- here is language from Phil originally in the remarks that were pulled back due to length

our plan assesses a small tax on the sales of mansions to provide much needed resources to build
affordable housing.

o I don't have to tell anyone here that the luxury residential market in New York City is booming --
and in many communities luxury development is directly displacing tenants living in affordable
housing.

o While the unprecedented growth in the city’s luxury real estate market carries challenges, it also
represents an opportunity to protect the diverse, mixed-income communities that make up New
York City.

o By asking the wealthy to help out just a little more, with a 1% flat tax on sales of residences above
$1.75 million -- and just a 1.5% marginal tax for incremental price over 5% -- we can divert precious
resources into a dedicated fund to build affordable housing.

o The mansion tax would affect properties representing approximately the top 10% of residential



real estate transactions, according to recent sales data. The top 10% doing a little more to help
everyone else.

$180-$200 million PER YEAR THAT WILL DEVOTED to building or preserving affordable housing

enough housing for more than 95,000 New Yorkers.

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Yes it does

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Seems to me that the verbiage below on the mansion tax is a lost opportunity. If we are taxing the
wealthy to build housing for those in need, shouldn't we say it more clearly? JDC, I need help
pumping this up. And EW, I want to confirm that talking overtly and passionately about the mansion
tax conforms with your Albany strategy

From
Sent
To
Subject

CONCORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2015

Pastor Simpson







From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

I did my own THANG at church. Pls give me feedback on my remarks. Someone pls circulate them.
And as I said to Harold M, next time, we need a more energetic church. I don't care about logistics --
I care about message. Concord is legendarily sleepy. I could have named 10 convenient locations
where we could have gotten a lot more emotion and support from the crowd for our friends in the
media to see

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

1. Shouldn't I make this more vivid and emotional by saying that whenever someone wealthy buys
one of those $10 million condos sprouting up all over Midtown, they should pay a little more to help
create affordable housing for everyday new yorkers???

2. Should I ask the congregants to help by calling the governor's office to register their concerns??

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Yes re mansion tax. At this point we need to push the progressive credentials in the package. I think
being really clear in the message is good. We are still hoping it's included in senate's bill so we don't
want to campaign on it every day, but doing at church is good. 



By far most important thing is to pump up rent regs rhetoric, and what it means for every day nyers. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

The passage in this speech is bloodless -- mentions what we're doing with no elaboration. Kinda the
opposite of how we talked about the pre-k tax, which I know was very different circumstances. I just
need to understand why we only want a drive-by reference. Are we just trying to not hide it? If
we're actually trying to create energy around it, this isn't the way. And I think it's fair to say that the
mansion tax is the sleeper of our housing package in albany. Is my goal here to keep it quiet or
actually pump it up, as we once dreamed of doing? I literally don't understand the play on this one
point

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Yes it does

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Seems to me that the verbiage below on the mansion tax is a lost opportunity. If we are taxing the
wealthy to build housing for those in need, shouldn't we say it more clearly? JDC, I need help
pumping this up. And EW, I want to confirm that talking overtly and passionately about the mansion
tax conforms with your Albany strategy

From
Sent
To
Subject

OPEN PRESS
CONCORD CHURCH OF CHRIST
SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2015



Pastor Simpson

[See Acknowledgments Card]







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Saturday, May 30, 2015 at 7:10 PM
To: Jonathan Rosen <jonathan@berlinrosen.com>, "Wolfe, Emma"
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans,
Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: DC37 piece

The Progressive Agenda
Mayor Bill de Blasio

 
America is experiencing an inequality crisis.  That’s not
melodrama, nor buzzwords; it’s an economic reality that is
hurting millions by eroding the foundation of middle class
security.  
 
America’s middle class has always been this country’s engine of
economic success. 
 
But as American workers’ productivity has been steadily
increasing for decades, the middle class’ share of income has



consistently declined.  And between 2009 and 2012 – when
times were so tough for so many working families – the top 1%
of earners captured 91% of all income gains.
 
The trend lines over decades show a striking parallel between
the decline in the middle class’ income share and the decline in
union membership.
 
Relentless attacks on right to organize have helped shape an
economy that rewards wealth over work. 
 
And today, we are all suffering the consequences of decades of
trickle-down economic policy in the form of skyrocketing
inequality. 
 
There’s something deeply un-American about rewarding wealth
over work.  That feeling of working harder and harder but
falling farther and farther behind is the antithesis of the
American Dream.
 
For many investors, 2014 returns were modest, but
compensation for hedge fund managers was anything but: it
was recently reported that that a group of 25 hedge fund
mangers made $11.62 billion dollars last year.  
 
To put that in perspective, here’s that number fully written out:
$11,620,000,000 -- for 25 people.  And it is likely that they
paid a lower tax rate on that income than the people who
answer clean their homes and pilot their private jets. 
 
What’s more, last year Wall Street’s bonus pool accounted for
roughly twice as much money as was earned by every single
American making the federal minimum wage.  We have now
worse income inequality than at the time of the stock market
crash in 1929.
 
If we as a country are to overcome this crisis, we must act
boldly.  On May 12th in Washington, a large and diverse group
of leaders from around the country – including AFSCME
President Lee Saunders – came together around ideas
that would do just that.  
 
The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality is a set of



proposals that builds upon the work of dozens of economists,
lawmakers, labor unions and progressive activists, with the aim
of addressing the income inequality crisis.
 
It’s a plan grounded in concrete proposals, but it is guided by
three simple principles:
 

1. Lift the Floor for Working People.  That means
taking steps like strengthening the right of workers to
unionize and bargain collectively, and increasing the
minimum wage so that it reaches $15/hour, while
indexing it to inflation.

 
2. Support Working Families.  That means
passing measures to ensure paid sick and family leave,
and making pre-K and afterschool programs available for
every child.

 
3. Tax Fairness – by doing things like ending the
“carried interest loophole” which allows hedge fund
managers escape paying their fair share, and instituting
the “Buffett Rule” so that millionaire investors don’t pay
a lower rate in taxes than people who work 9-5.

 
The Progressive Agenda is a response to the demands of
everyday people that the inequality crisis be addressed with
bold proposals that will make a significant difference in their
lives.
 
The rampant inequality we face today has been decades in the
making, and it won’t be solved overnight.  But together, we’re
taking an important step to ensure that it will be addressed.
 And we urge Americans from all walks of life – especially those
fighting to strengthen the right to organize – to join us on this
mission.
 
Sign on today at www.ProgressiveAgenda.us.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Did mayor ever download with you?



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Don’t worry! It’s closer to subway…
 
Mayors Office of Imimgrant Affairs

253 Broadway 14th Floor
Text me when you are here at 
 
Right across from city hall



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hi Lauren,
 
Great!
 
You should have plenty of lighting. It is where we do every press conference and major
interview.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mike –
 
How much set up time do you need?
 
 
 



Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adding MPC… We’ll be doing it in the Blue Room at City Hall… You can come through either
entrance (drop Michael’s name at the gate)… We’ve got it on the sked for 5pm on Wed 
 

From: Lauren Windsor <
Date: Monday, June 1, 2015 at 11:54 AM
To: Mike Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Mayor de Blasio interview
 
Hi, John, thanks for setting this up. Where do we need to meet you and the mayor on
Wednesday?  
 
Lauren Windsor
Executive Director - American Family Voices
Executive Producer - Lady Libertine Media - The Undercurrent
www.LadyLibertine.net
@_under_current
213.595.8011
 
 

On May 23, 2015, at 10:20 PM, Michael Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
wrote:
 

How about 5pm on 6/3?

 

From: Michael Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at 11:19 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "'Lauren Windsor (
<



Subject: RE: Mayor de Blasio interview
 
We were looking at being there Monday through
Wednesday, is there any way to do it one of those days?
 

, 

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Would the morning of June 5th work?
 

From: Michael Lux <mlux@progressivestrategies.net>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 12:24 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "'Lauren Windsor (
<
Subject: Mayor de Blasio interview
 
John,
 
Lauren and I will be in NYC the first week of June, can we
figure out a time to do that de Blasio interview you and I
have been talking about?
 

, 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stephen:

Just want to make sure you see we had to change the location of the meeting- pls see new
location at 253 Broadway, 14th FL.

If you need me call my cell at 

Thanks!

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Sounds good!

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 12:16 PM
To: Liz Hegarty <lhegarty@akpdmedia.com>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "  <
Subject: Meet Up 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Here it is.
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

Event/Meeting Briefing Information 

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: Andrea Hagelgans

EVENT: Interview with Jon Stewart, The Daily Show

MISSION/GOAL: Amplify TPA movement and values

DAY/DATE:  Tuesday, June 2, 2015

EVENT TIME: 6:00 or 6:15 P.M. hit time

MBDB TIME:  5:40PM call time
LOCATION: Daily Show Studios

607 W. 51st Street
b/n 11& 12th Ave

CONTACT: Hillary Kun

STAFF ASSIGNED TO 
MBDB:  

Andrea Hagelgans
Karen Hinton

EVENT SET-
UP/PROGRAM: 

7-8 minute interview (either 1 long segment or broken 
into 2 segments); possibility he will request you to stay 
for 10 additional minutes to do an interview for the 
Website

Topics: 
- TPA, progressive agenda and the conference 

YOU organized in D.C. 
- Education 
- Crime in NYC

Other guests this week
- General Stanley McChrystal
- Melissa McCarthy
- Steve Buscemi



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

Last show: August 6, 2015 
New host: Trevor Noah (South African) 

Background: TPA is the pitched topic
- his recent shows indicate continued interest in 

SQF and police/community relations/NYC safety
- He also tends to focus on gaffes (inadvertently 

copying reporter on email; lateness)
- He may mention traveling outside NYC and the 

so-called “controversy” 
- Jon is personally committed to Veterans issues 

and is helping Veterans get jobs in the 
film/entertainment industry]

Videos to watch: Rand Paul
Hillary Clinton v. Bernie Sanders
Democaplyse

Main points to land:  
The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept – we need to 
reward work again. We need to reward work, not wealth – work.  

o As a society, as a nation, as a government, we reward wealth more and 
more every day, which is just concentrating wealth into fewer and fewer 
hands. It's not just smart, clever people in the financial industry. It's a set 
of government policies that continually allow them to concentrate the 
wealth.

There’s no two ways about it: we have an economic crisis in this country. The 
issue of income inequality is a profound threat to this country and its future 
– that we are experiencing growing divisions that must be addressed.

The Progressive Agenda is a movement from the grassroots. It’s an urgent call 
for change. We’re hearing the voices of people every day – people all over this 
country. Recently, we saw demonstrations in 200 cities across this country for a 
$15 dollar minimum wage.  

o Something is changing in America. It’s time to take that energy and 
crystalize it into an agenda that will make a difference. It’s time to put 
people ahead of profits – value work over wealth. It’s as simple as that. 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

We’ll be calling on leaders and candidates to address these issues, to stiffen 
their backbones, to be clear, and to champion these progressive policies.

Transitions 

There’s no reason that a multi-millionaire sitting by the pool at their beach house 
should be paying a lower rate of taxes than the woman who cleans their home.  

Key Stats/ Examples

If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need two things: 1) more 
investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working people (paid 
sick leave, $15 min wage, child care) and 2) more revenue from those at the very 
top – millionaires, billionaires, and wealthy corporations (close carried interest 
loophole, put a 5% surcharge on income earned over a million bucks, etc).  
President Obama said something interesting the other day. He pointed out that the 
top 25 hedge fund titans in America earn more MORE than every kindergarten 
teacher in America. Think about that.  $12 billion for 25 people – more than all 
the folks teaching our four and five year olds. 
In my city, 46 percent of the people are at or near the poverty level. That is based 
on a statistic from the Bloomberg Administration. It came out first in 2013. It's 
essentially the same today, 46 percent of people at or near the poverty level, one 
paycheck away.
Minimum Wage - In 2014, four states passed minimum wage increases by 
referenda. They were all red states. Something bigger is going on here that I think 
indicates people are more and more demanding some solutions. They're 
demanding it from the grass roots.
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Off Topic
On Travel

The fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help rebuild New York’s 
middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.  

Mayoral Control—paint doomsday picture of turning back the clock:
Couldn’t do pre-K, after-school expansion, Renewal Schools 
All the positive momentum will come to a halt—higher attendance, higher 
graduation rates, safer campuses 
We couldn’t even appoint a Chancellor, we couldn’t hire or fire superintendents 
71 CEOs of the city’s top companies sent State leaders a letter last week 
demanding mayoral control be renewed for economic future 

Cuomo/ MBdB relationship 
Worked with Gov Cuomo for years protecting and building housing for low-
income New Yorkers. Now, with the homes of 2 million New Yorkers in the 
balance, we need him to stand up. If he simply extends the status quo, tens of 
thousands of families will be forced out of their homes. 

Safety

Overall crime is down and NYC is one of the country’s safest big cities
There are often incidents going into Spring/Summer - saw it last year as well - 
and we closed the year with record lows
Working with PD and always tailoring our approach 
Our reforms to SQF have cut down lower quality stops and lead to more time for 
quality policing- Peace dividend
Will continue to reform SQF so it leads to enforcement and quality stops 

SQF
SQF are down 53% from last year. 
11,276 stops so far in 2015 compared to 23,979 at this time in 2014. 
In 2014, SQF dropped nearly 76% percent compared to the previous year. 

Shootings/Safety—Aggressively Tackling
Narrow, gang-driven activity responsible for small uptick localized in a handful of 
precincts—just like last year’s brief surge in public housing, we’re deploying 
targeted resources to address it.
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Police have tools they’ve never had before—new tech/tablets, retraining, shot 
spotter 
We are down 2,500 crimes in NYC, a 7 percent decrease in overall to date 
compared to last year, also see decreases in housing and transit crime 

Marijuana policy
Marijuana-related arrests are down 47% in NYC compared to last year
We are implementing a smart policy that keeps New Yorkers safe but is also more 
fair to our residents. 
The administration and NYPD are continuing to implement meaningful reforms 
that bring police and community closer together. 

Rikers reform/ Mass Incarceration
We are making significant and important progress to move Rikers from a culture 
of violence to a culture of safety—and meaningful reform takes time.
Our 14-point Anti-Violence Initiative is aimed directly at reducing violence and 
improving the quality of life for staff and inmates alike.
We recently committed to safely cutting the population on Rikers by reducing 
case delays and reforming the summons process. 
Reference FLONYC work on mental health
[Rikers reform examples = ending punitive segregation for 16 and 17 year olds, 
opening Enhanced Supervision Housing, increasing programming to reduce 
idleness]

Possible Questions

TPA and presidential
Don’t you think you should stick to your day job?  
So will you endorse Bernie Sanders?
Was this all just a “wink-wink” “nod-nod” for Hillary? 
What do you think of O’Malley? 
How do you respond to critics that the progressive agenda is a “white, liberal” agenda?

Crime
1 year in and NYC is going to s***. Does this prove SQF works? 
Should I be scared to go to Central Park? 

Education 
What’s going on with you and Cuomo? 
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BACKGROUND

NYT on Jon Stewart’s Veterans Work 

During the surge in Iraq in 2008, Nathan Witmer led an Army scout platoon in a thicket 
of villages rife with insurgents and roadside bombs. What he really wants to do is direct. 

Or maybe write — or produce. 

“Anything with movies was always the dream,” said Mr. Witmer, who left active duty in 
2010.

Like many troops leaving the military, he was steered instead toward jobs in government 
agencies that offered preferential hiring or with big corporations that recruited veterans, 
and he assumed his hope of working in show business would remain only that. 

But after selling medical equipment for two years, he had the chance to join a five-week 
industry boot camp designed to bring young veterans into the television business. To his 
surprise, it was run by one of the Iraq war’s fiercest critics, Jon Stewart, the longtime host 
of Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show.”

“It was actually inspirational,” said Mr. Witmer, who went on to work at Fox News and 
then found a job as a “Daily Show” associate field segment producer. “We hear ‘Thank 
you for your service’ all the time, but here was concrete action, people working to really 
make a difference. And it changed lives. I’m proof of that.” 

 “The Daily Show” developed the program over the last three years without publicizing 
it, but now, because Mr. Stewart is preparing to leave the show, he has taken it into the 
open, urging other shows to develop their own programs to bring more veterans into the 
industry. 

“This is ready to franchise. Please steal our idea,” Mr. Stewart said in an interview at his 
Manhattan studio recently. “It isn’t charity. To be good in this business you have to bring 
in different voices from different places, and we have this wealth of experience that just 
wasn’t being tapped.” 

Veterans are less likely to struggle to find work after war — their unemployment rate has 
been lower than the comparable civilian rate for years — but few land in the 
entertainment industry, according to the industry group Veterans in Film and Television. 
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Karen Kraft, a board member of the group, which tries to draw more veterans into the 
industry, said the small number of military veterans in show business was partly because 
military service supplanted the years of internships and entry-level jobs often required to 
establish a beachhead in the industry. The phenomenon may also be connected to a 
cultural divide that has kept quirky, left-leaning Hollywood and the high-and-tight world 
of the military from connecting.

“Sometimes people want to apologize for being in the military out here; it’s so 
misunderstood,” Ms. Kraft, a former soldier who became a producer in Los Angeles, said 
of Hollywood. “It’s a creative industry, and they tend to see military people as a bunch of 
rule followers.”

Efforts to bring veterans into the field have included workshops by the Writers Guild of 
America and projects by big-name producers and directors, among them Bruce Cohen 
and Judd Apatow, that involve young veterans. 

Mr. Stewart may at first seem an unexpected bridge for a Hollywood-military divide. For 
years the host built his audience by playing straight man to the often absurd truths of the 
global “war on terror,” serving up scathing satire on American involvement in the Middle 
East in his longstanding segments “Mess o’Potamia” and “Crisis in Israfghyianonanaq.” 
At the same time, though, he has been an advocate for troops, visiting the wounded at 
hospitals, visiting Arlington National Cemetery and in 2011 doing a comedy tour of bases 
in Afghanistan. 

“I knew I had very strong opinions about what we were doing over there, and I wanted to 
visit the individuals who were part of the effort to gain a perspective on it,” Mr. Stewart 
said. He added: “Most of all, I realized it was unbelievably hot, nothing but sand. I knew 
we were nation-building there. I didn’t realize we were nation-building on Mars. 

In 2013, American Corporate Partners, a mentoring nonprofit group, asked Mr. Stewart to 
take a veteran under his wing and help find that person a job in television, which 
involved making a few calls. 

“Jon said he wanted to help, but wanted to do more than just drop his name,” said Sid 
Goodfriend, who runs the program. 
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Instead, the staff of “The Daily Show” developed an intense five-week immersion 
program to give veterans a crash course in their business, with behind-the-scenes looks at 
areas including talent booking and editing. 

They put out word to veterans’ groups but did not mention that the boot camp was at 
“The Daily Show,” an attempt to weed out fans and focus instead on veterans who really 
wanted to work in the industry. 

“There are well-worn channels into this industry that are closed off to veterans,” Mr. 
Stewart said. “You get into the television industry generally by going to certain colleges 
known for having good television programs, getting internships and getting to know 
people who work in the industry. A lot of veterans never had that opportunity because 
they were busy at war. This is a way to give them that chance.” 

He added that the veterans he had hired had been assets and “way less whiny” than most 
of his hires. 

“The Daily Show” created a program to offer the benefits of an internship — experience 
and connections — in a form that veterans working full-time jobs could accommodate. 
Each class of 24 meets once a week in the evening. The program ends with a career fair 
that has landed a handful of vets jobs in television. 

One of them is Justine Cabulong, a former Marine lieutenant who served in Mongolia 
and Afghanistan and is now a production coordinator at “The Daily Show” — a job that 
among other things includes a brief comedy routine before the show that warns audience 
members that if they don’t remain seated and keep their phones turned off, they “will be 
detained.” 

“I feel like the Marines was a good preparation for ‘The Daily Show,’ actually,” she said. 
“The show is high tempo; it’s pretty chaotic; you have to work together. We might be on 
the road, not be getting much sleep. But at the same time, it’s not a war zone here. No 
one is shooting at us. Yes, the printer might have just died, but we can call the printer 
guy.”
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Andrea, I believe you mentioned the Mayor wanted to see this transcript.
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From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Just listened to the audio.  Very well done.  
 
I love when you talk about the good & bad of gentrification as the scene-setter.  I think people readily
acknowledge & understand that - and it’s a way to keep them listening for more.
 
Also really liked how you talked about 421a - recaptured the high ground on the CITY demanding more
from developers - and ALBANY being the ones who refuse to act.
 
I always dig the mention of the tenant protection initiative.  Might beef that up a tad in the future to offer
more color.  Predatory landlords are screwing with your heat & hot water, failing to make repairs - not just
out of negligence, but to drive struggling people OUT so they can get rich folks IN.  It’s all about profits -
and it’s wrong.  The landlords used to always win because they had money & lawyers - and regular folks
couldn’t go to housing court.  The City is changing that - giving you a free lawyer so you can fight back.
 
Loved the juxtaposition of the million-dollar condos & the millions affected by rent regulations (and so did
the crowd, it seemed).  Just the other day, a foreign family bought a $95 million dollar apartment in
Manhattan.  It’s lunacy.  
 
It occurs to me that we should go back to our soy latte from Starbucks example - showing in real terms
how these rich folks can pay a pittance more to help fund affordable housing that so many people so
desperately need.
 
I also think we should work in either some real-life stories, or - just as good - some parables.  I’m thinking
of the May 2013 TOTC speech where the Wall Street guy was rushing out the lobby of his doorman
apartment to the boardroom downtown where he’d figure out how to make millions that morning - at the
same time the single mother was rushing through the turnstile of the subway with her children in tow,
trying to get them to school before she started the first of the three jobs she’d work that day.  



 
We know from the research that the numbers are powerful - 200K units/500K people, etc - but the
parables really make it sing.
 
It also strikes me that we need to ratchet up the villain in all of this.  To some extent, it’s Albany & politics
as usual & the Governor playing games.  But people will always ask why - and we should remind them of
the gobs of money that the well-heeled and well-connected dump into lobbying Albany - just so they can
keep the status quo.  We don’t have to specifically call out developers (and probably shouldn’t for another
few days) - but there’s a reason that developers and Wall Street pours millions upon millions into
campaign accounts.  It’s certainly not for good government.
 
We also need a couple of catchy lines - something akin to the billionaire hedge funder paying a lower rate
of tax than the guy who pilots his private jet or the woman who cleans his summer home.
 
The only critique I have is that you need to wind things up a little more succinctly - build to a crescendo &
then drop the mic.  That will be a lot easier to do once we get you the parables & one-liners… 
 
But I was really happy with the performance. 
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FIGHT FOR BETTER WAGES

BRING ACCOUNTABILITY TO WALL STREET



EXPAND EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY FOR THE NEXT GENERATION

STRENGTHEN OUR CITIES AND COMMUNITIES

SUPPORT WOMEN AND FAMILIES

BREAK DOWN BARRIERS THAT KEEP FAMILIES IN POVERTY



REFORM OUR IMMIGRATION SYSTEM

PROTECT THE DIGNITY OF RETIREMENT

LAUNCH A JOBS AGENDA FOR THE CLIMATE CHALLENGE

RESTORE COMPETITION TO OUR ECONOMY



PUT ELECTIONS BACK IN THE HANDS OF AMERICAN VOTERS

INSIST ON TRANSPARENT, ACCOUNTABLE, HIGH-PERFORMING GOVERNMENT

 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
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Event/Meeting Briefing Information 

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: JDC

EVENT: Taping of Progressive Video

MISSION/GOAL: Amplify TPA movement and values

DAY/DATE:  Wednesday, June 3, 2015

EVENT TIME: 5:00-5:30 PM

MBDB TIME:  5:00-5:30 PM
LOCATION:

CONTACT:

STAFF ASSIGNED TO 
MBDB:  

JDC

EVENT SET-
UP/PROGRAM: 

YOU will have a 7-8 minute interview(either 1 
long segment or broken into 2 segments) 
Possibility he will request YOU to stay for 10 
additional minutes to do an interview for the 
Website

Topics:
TPA, progressive agenda and the conference 
YOU organized in D.C. 
Education 
Crime in NYC

Other guests this week: 
General Stanley McChrystal
Melissa McCarthy
Steve Buscemi

Last show: August 6, 2015 
New host: Trevor Noah (South African)
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Background: TPA is the pitched topic
His recent shows indicate continued interest in 
SQF and police/community relations/NYC safety
He also tends to focus on gaffes (inadvertently 
copying reporter on email; lateness)
He may mention traveling outside NYC and the 
so-called “controversy” 
Jon is personally committed to Veterans issues 
and is helping Veterans get jobs in the 
film/entertainment industry]

Videos to watch: Rand Paul
Hillary Clinton v. Bernie Sanders
Democaplyse

MAIN POINTS TO LAND:  

The Progressive Agenda comes down to a very simple concept – we need to 
reward work again. We need to reward work, not wealth – work.  

o As a society, as a nation, as a government, we reward wealth more and 
more every day, which is just concentrating wealth into fewer and fewer 
hands. It's not just smart, clever people in the financial industry. It's a set 
of government policies that continually allow them to concentrate the 
wealth.

There’s no two ways about it: we have an economic crisis in this country. The 
issue of income inequality is a profound threat to this country and its future 
– that we are experiencing growing divisions that must be addressed.

The Progressive Agenda is a movement from the grassroots. It’s an urgent call 
for change. We’re hearing the voices of people every day – people all over this 
country. Recently, we saw demonstrations in 200 cities across this country for a 
$15 dollar minimum wage.  

o Something is changing in America. It’s time to take that energy and 
crystalize it into an agenda that will make a difference. It’s time to put 
people ahead of profits – value work over wealth. It’s as simple as that. 

We’ll be calling on leaders and candidates to address these issues, to stiffen 
their backbones, to be clear, and to champion these progressive policies.
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Transitions 

There’s no reason that a multi-millionaire sitting by the pool at their beach house 
should be paying a lower rate of taxes than the woman who cleans their home.

Key Stats/ Examples

If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need two things: 1) more 
investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working people (paid 
sick leave, $15 min wage, child care) and 2) more revenue from those at the very 
top – millionaires, billionaires, and wealthy corporations (close carried interest 
loophole, put a 5% surcharge on income earned over a million bucks, etc).  

President Obama said something interesting the other day. He pointed out that the 
top 25 hedge fund titans in America earn more MORE than every kindergarten 
teacher in America. Think about that.  $12 billion for 25 people – more than all 
the folks teaching our four and five year olds. 

In my city, 46 percent of the people are at or near the poverty level. That is based 
on a statistic from the Bloomberg Administration. It came out first in 2013. It's 
essentially the same today, 46 percent of people at or near the poverty level, one 
paycheck away. 

Minimum Wage - In 2014, four states passed minimum wage increases by 
referenda. They were all red states. Something bigger is going on here that I think 
indicates people are more and more demanding some solutions. They're 
demanding it from the grass roots.

Off Topic
On Travel

The fight to lift up struggling New Yorkers, and to help rebuild New York’s 
middle class, doesn’t end at the borders of my city.   

Mayoral Control—paint doomsday picture of turning back the clock:
Couldn’t do pre-K, after-school expansion, Renewal Schools 
All the positive momentum will come to a halt—higher attendance, higher 
graduation rates, safer campuses 
We couldn’t even appoint a Chancellor, we couldn’t hire or fire superintendents 
71 CEOs of the city’s top companies sent State leaders a letter last week 
demanding mayoral control be renewed for economic future 
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Cuomo/ MBdB relationship 
Worked with Gov Cuomo for years protecting and building housing for low-
income New Yorkers. Now, with the homes of 2 million New Yorkers in the 
balance, we need him to stand up. If he simply extends the status quo, tens of 
thousands of families will be forced out of their homes. 

Safety

Overall crime is down and NYC is one of the country’s safest big cities 
There are often incidents going into Spring/Summer - saw it last year as well - 
and we closed the year with record lows
Working with PD and always tailoring our approach 
Our reforms to SQF have cut down lower quality stops and lead to more time for 
quality policing- Peace dividend
Will continue to reform SQF so it leads to enforcement and quality stops 

SQF
SQF are down 53% from last year. 
11,276 stops so far in 2015 compared to 23,979 at this time in 2014. 
In 2014, SQF dropped nearly 76% percent compared to the previous year. 

Shootings/Safety—Aggressively Tackling
Narrow, gang-driven activity responsible for small uptick localized in a handful of 
precincts—just like last year’s brief surge in public housing, we’re deploying 
targeted resources to address it.
Police have tools they’ve never had before—new tech/tablets, retraining, shot 
spotter
We are down 2,500 crimes in NYC, a 7 percent decrease in overall to date 
compared to last year, also see decreases in housing and transit crime 

Marijuana policy
Marijuana-related arrests are down 47% in NYC compared to last year
We are implementing a smart policy that keeps New Yorkers safe but is also more 
fair to our residents. 
The administration and NYPD are continuing to implement meaningful reforms 
that bring police and community closer together. 

Rikers reform/ Mass Incarceration
We are making significant and important progress to move Rikers from a culture 
of violence to a culture of safety—and meaningful reform takes time.
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Our 14-point Anti-Violence Initiative is aimed directly at reducing violence and 
improving the quality of life for staff and inmates alike.
We recently committed to safely cutting the population on Rikers by reducing 
case delays and reforming the summons process. 
Reference FLONYC work on mental health
[Rikers reform examples = ending punitive segregation for 16 and 17 year olds, 
opening Enhanced Supervision Housing, increasing programming to reduce 
idleness]

Possible Questions

TPA and presidential
Don’t you think you should stick to your day job?  
So will you endorse Bernie Sanders?
Was this all just a “wink-wink” “nod-nod” for Hillary?
What do you think of O’Malley? 
How do you respond to critics that the progressive agenda is a “white, liberal” 
agenda?

Crime
1 year in and NYC is going to s***. Does this prove SQF works? 
Should I be scared to go to Central Park? 

Education 
What’s going on with you and Cuomo? 

BACKGROUND

NYT on Jon Stewart’s Veterans Work 
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During the surge in Iraq in 2008, Nathan Witmer led an Army scout platoon in a thicket 
of villages rife with insurgents and roadside bombs. What he really wants to do is direct. 

Or maybe write — or produce. 

“Anything with movies was always the dream,” said Mr. Witmer, who left active duty in 
2010.

Like many troops leaving the military, he was steered instead toward jobs in government 
agencies that offered preferential hiring or with big corporations that recruited veterans, 
and he assumed his hope of working in show business would remain only that. 

But after selling medical equipment for two years, he had the chance to join a five-week 
industry boot camp designed to bring young veterans into the television business. To his 
surprise, it was run by one of the Iraq war’s fiercest critics, Jon Stewart, the longtime host 
of Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show.”

“It was actually inspirational,” said Mr. Witmer, who went on to work at Fox News and 
then found a job as a “Daily Show” associate field segment producer. “We hear ‘Thank 
you for your service’ all the time, but here was concrete action, people working to really 
make a difference. And it changed lives. I’m proof of that.” 

 “The Daily Show” developed the program over the last three years without publicizing 
it, but now, because Mr. Stewart is preparing to leave the show, he has taken it into the 
open, urging other shows to develop their own programs to bring more veterans into the 
industry. 

“This is ready to franchise. Please steal our idea,” Mr. Stewart said in an interview at his 
Manhattan studio recently. “It isn’t charity. To be good in this business you have to bring 
in different voices from different places, and we have this wealth of experience that just 
wasn’t being tapped.” 

Veterans are less likely to struggle to find work after war — their unemployment rate has 
been lower than the comparable civilian rate for years — but few land in the 
entertainment industry, according to the industry group Veterans in Film and Television. 

Karen Kraft, a board member of the group, which tries to draw more veterans into the 
industry, said the small number of military veterans in show business was partly because 
military service supplanted the years of internships and entry-level jobs often required to 
establish a beachhead in the industry. The phenomenon may also be connected to a 
cultural divide that has kept quirky, left-leaning Hollywood and the high-and-tight world 
of the military from connecting. 
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“Sometimes people want to apologize for being in the military out here; it’s so 
misunderstood,” Ms. Kraft, a former soldier who became a producer in Los Angeles, said 
of Hollywood. “It’s a creative industry, and they tend to see military people as a bunch of 
rule followers.”

Efforts to bring veterans into the field have included workshops by the Writers Guild of 
America and projects by big-name producers and directors, among them Bruce Cohen 
and Judd Apatow, that involve young veterans. 

Mr. Stewart may at first seem an unexpected bridge for a Hollywood-military divide. For 
years the host built his audience by playing straight man to the often absurd truths of the 
global “war on terror,” serving up scathing satire on American involvement in the Middle 
East in his longstanding segments “Mess o’Potamia” and “Crisis in Israfghyianonanaq.” 
At the same time, though, he has been an advocate for troops, visiting the wounded at 
hospitals, visiting Arlington National Cemetery and in 2011 doing a comedy tour of bases 
in Afghanistan. 

“I knew I had very strong opinions about what we were doing over there, and I wanted to 
visit the individuals who were part of the effort to gain a perspective on it,” Mr. Stewart 
said. He added: “Most of all, I realized it was unbelievably hot, nothing but sand. I knew 
we were nation-building there. I didn’t realize we were nation-building on Mars. 

In 2013, American Corporate Partners, a mentoring nonprofit group, asked Mr. Stewart to 
take a veteran under his wing and help find that person a job in television, which 
involved making a few calls. 

“Jon said he wanted to help, but wanted to do more than just drop his name,” said Sid 
Goodfriend, who runs the program. 

Instead, the staff of “The Daily Show” developed an intense five-week immersion 
program to give veterans a crash course in their business, with behind-the-scenes looks at 
areas including talent booking and editing. 

They put out word to veterans’ groups but did not mention that the boot camp was at 
“The Daily Show,” an attempt to weed out fans and focus instead on veterans who really 
wanted to work in the industry. 

“There are well-worn channels into this industry that are closed off to veterans,” Mr. 
Stewart said. “You get into the television industry generally by going to certain colleges 
known for having good television programs, getting internships and getting to know 
people who work in the industry. A lot of veterans never had that opportunity because 
they were busy at war. This is a way to give them that chance.” 
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He added that the veterans he had hired had been assets and “way less whiny” than most 
of his hires. 

“The Daily Show” created a program to offer the benefits of an internship — experience 
and connections — in a form that veterans working full-time jobs could accommodate. 
Each class of 24 meets once a week in the evening. The program ends with a career fair 
that has landed a handful of vets jobs in television. 

One of them is Justine Cabulong, a former Marine lieutenant who served in Mongolia 
and Afghanistan and is now a production coordinator at “The Daily Show” — a job that 
among other things includes a brief comedy routine before the show that warns audience 
members that if they don’t remain seated and keep their phones turned off, they “will be 
detained.” 

“I feel like the Marines was a good preparation for ‘The Daily Show,’ actually,” she said. 
“The show is high tempo; it’s pretty chaotic; you have to work together. We might be on 
the road, not be getting much sleep. But at the same time, it’s not a war zone here. No 
one is shooting at us. Yes, the printer might have just died, but we can call the printer 
guy.”
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Possible Questions

TPA and presidential

Crime

Education

Miscellaneous



 
 
Main points to land:

a very simple concept
We need to reward work, not wealth – work.
o

• The issue of
income inequality is a profound threat to this country and its future – that we are
experiencing growing divisions that must be addressed.

Progressive Agenda is a movement from the grassroots

o

be calling on leaders and candidates to address these issues, to stiffen their
backbones

Transitions

Key Stats/ Examples



 
Safety

Overall crime is down and NYC is one of the country’s safest big cities
7 Major index crimes, down 6.6% vs. this time last year
There are often incidents going into Spring/Summer - saw it last year as well - and we closed
the year with record lows
Working with PD and always tailoring our approach
Our reforms to SQF have cut down lower quality stops and lead to more time for quality
policing- Peace dividend
Will continue to reform SQF so it leads to enforcement and quality stops

 
SQF

SQF are down 53% from last year.
11,276 stops so far in 2015 compared to 23,979 at this time in 2014.
In 2014, SQF dropped nearly 76% percent compared to the previous year.

 
 
Shootings/Safety—Aggressively Tackling

Narrow, gang-driven activity responsible for small uptick localized in a handful of precincts—
just like last year’s brief surge in public housing, we’re deploying targeted resources to
address it.
Police have tools they’ve never had before—new tech/tablets, retraining, shot spotter
We are down 2,500 crimes in NYC, a 7 percent decrease in overall to date compared to last
year, also see decreases in housing and transit crime

 
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



Dear Board Members: 

On May 29, 2015, you denied a request for a waiver pursuant to New York City Charter Section 2604(e) 
to permit Rebecca Katz and Hayley Prim, employed with Hilltop Public Solutions LLC (“Hilltop”), to 
appear before the Office of the Mayor (the “Office”) on behalf of their firm’s client, the Campaign for 
One New York (“CONY”), within one year of their departure from the Office.  In footnote 1 of that letter, 
you made clear that the determination did not address the question of whether Ms. Katz and Ms. Prim 
could appear before the Office if they were employed with CONY.  

We are therefore seeking the Board’s opinion as to whether it would grant a waiver for Ms. Katz or Ms. 
Prim to appear before the Office were they employed by CONY and respectfully request the Board’s 
opinion, if possible, by June 5.  The reason for the expedited request is that CONY has a commitment to 
carry out work to advance the interests of the City this month for which it needs to resolve the question 
of whether Ms. Prim or Ms. Katz may coordinate communications with the Office or whether it must 
consider other options for doing that. 

Specifically, in May, Mayor de Blasio went to Washington to advocate for a series of policy priorities of 
interest to New Yorkers, including an increase in the minimum wage, paid family leave, and additional 
tax revenues to support investments that would address the current inequality crisis.  CONY is currently 
engaged in time sensitive work to follow-up on the momentum created by that event and is working to 
support a day of action this month to amplify the Mayor’s earlier efforts.  The Mayor’s Office needs to 
coordinate with CONY on the content of these activities to ensure accuracy and consistency in the 
presentation of information to the public and must make arrangements to do so one way or the other 
within the next week.   

AAs we noted in our request letter of April 2, 2015, CONY is a section 501(c)(4) non-profit corporation. It 
was established in coordination with Mayor de Blasio for the exclusive purpose of to provideproviding 
the people of New York City with an opportunity to organize in support of the Mayor’s policy agenda 
and advocate on behalf of the City of New York.1  CONY has hired Hilltop Public Solutions (“Hilltop”) to 
provide communications and strategic support in advancing the non profit’s work to support the 
Mayor’s agenda.  Ms. Katz and Ms. Katz and Ms. Prim are employed by Hilltop where they do work for 
CONY as a client of Hilltop. In the coming days, sheMs. Prim will terminate her employment with Hilltop 
and join the staff of CONY as a full time employee. She will have no continuing employment relationship 
with Hilltop. Hilltop will continue to work with CONY as a client. Ms. Katz may consider doing the same 
and we are therefore asking for a conditional waiver for her as well should she choose to make that 
move. 

We have previously noted that the Mayor’s Office has expressed a desire to communicate with Ms. Katz 
and Ms. Prim (on behalf of CONY) in order to align on priorities, explain relevant aspects of the Mayor’s 
agenda, and ensure that the information CONY disseminates accurately reflects that agenda.  We 

                                                           
1 See also, Letter from Conflicts of Interest Board to Lawrence D. Laufer, Conflicts of Interest Board Case No. 2013-
899 (January 8, 2014) (recognizing the purpose of CONY as “advocating for New York City”). 





Finally, as noted in our previous request but not yet addressed specifically by the Board, the desire to 
communicate with CONY and Ms. Katz and Ms. Prim as its representatives initiates from the Mayor’s 
Office.  Revolving door prohibitions have traditionally operated to bar former government officials from 
initiating contact with their former government offices on behalf of new private clients, thus giving 
those clients an undue advantage.  That is not the situation here.  Here, it is the government that wishes 
to coordinate with its former officials because they are working on matters of interest to the 
government.   

We believe that impeding the Mayor’s ability to seek advice from and coordination with his former 
advisors when they are working to advance the Mayor’s agenda impairs his ability to best serve the 
interests of the City.  We therefore respectfully request the Board grant conditional waivers to Ms. Prim 
and Ms. Katz to communicate with the Mayor’s Office should either become an employee of CONY. 

 

 

Finally, we note there is some time sensitivity to this request.  As you know, the State Legislature is 
currently concluding its session in Albany with many issues important to the City still to be resolved.  
CONY is one of the entities advocating on behalf of the City’s interests. Because CONY must now find a 
communications advisor immediately who can coordinate with the Mayor and communications 
personnel in City Hall and has asked Ms. Prim to therefore respond to their offer by June 5, we 
respectfully request that the Board provide advice regarding this letter by June 5 in order to permit Ms. 
Prim to make an important career decision by the deadline provided her and permit CONY to continue 
its work in support of the City of New York.   

 

 

  



SSent from my iPhone



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

This in WaPo today
 

seems

 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I’ll get time to have you look at some videos tomorrow

Possible Questions

TPA and presidential

Crime

Education

Miscellaneous



 
 
Main points to land:

a very simple concept
We need to reward work, not wealth – work.
o

 
• The issue of

income inequality is a profound threat to this country and its future – that we are
experiencing growing divisions that must be addressed.

 
Progressive Agenda is a movement from the grassroots

o

be calling on leaders and candidates to address these issues, to stiffen their
backbones

Transitions

Key Stats/ Examples



• Have to stiffen your backbone. 2013 Campaign example--- Called for pre-K tax, day later
people resigned from finance committee. But this year 53K started pre-K.

 
Safety

Overall crime is down and NYC is one of the country’s safest big cities
7 Major index crimes, down 6.6% vs. this time last year
There are often incidents going into Spring/Summer - saw it last year as well - and we closed
the year with record lows. Narrow, gang-driven activity responsible for small uptick localized
in a handful of precincts—just like last year’s brief surge in public housing, we’re deploying
targeted resources to address it.
Working with PD and always tailoring our approach
Our reforms to SQF have cut down lower quality stops and lead to more time for quality
policing- Peace dividend
Will continue to reform SQF so it leads to enforcement and quality stops

 
SQF

SQF are down 53% from last year.
11,276 stops so far in 2015 compared to 23,979 at this time in 2014.
In 2014, SQF dropped nearly 76% percent compared to the previous year.

 
 
Shootings/Safety—Aggressively Tackling

Narrow, gang-driven activity responsible for small uptick localized in a handful of precincts—
just like last year’s brief surge in public housing, we’re deploying targeted resources to
address it.
Police have tools they’ve never had before—new tech/tablets, retraining, shot spotter
We are down 2,500 crimes in NYC, a 7 percent decrease in overall to date compared to last
year, also see decreases in housing and transit crime

 
Patriot Act (Stewart has been focused on this)

•
•

•

•

 
 

Don't Soul-Search. Stiffen Your Backbone.





Follow Bill de Blasio on Twitter: www.twitter.com/BilldeBlasio
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

One additional flag . Jon Stewart has announced a Vets Daily Show program and in recent days has
been doing press on it.  I doubt it will come up, but one question could be about the POW flag.
 
I’ve already asked Hatch to work something up with MOVA and other agencies that we can
announce when Stewart prepares to leave the show in August as a tribute to him (and vets of
course!)
 

 





 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

I’ll get time to have you look at some videos tomorrow

Possible Questions

TPA and presidential

Crime



Education

Miscellaneous

 
 
Main points to land:

a very simple concept
We need to reward work, not wealth – work.
o

 
• The issue of

income inequality is a profound threat to this country and its future – that we are
experiencing growing divisions that must be addressed.

 
Progressive Agenda is a movement from the grassroots

o



be calling on leaders and candidates to address these issues, to stiffen their
backbones

Transitions

Key Stats/ Examples

• Have to stiffen your backbone. 2013 Campaign example--- Called for pre-K tax, day later
people resigned from finance committee. But this year 53K started pre-K.

 
Safety

Overall crime is down and NYC is one of the country’s safest big cities
7 Major index crimes, down 6.6% vs. this time last year
There are often incidents going into Spring/Summer - saw it last year as well - and we closed
the year with record lows. Narrow, gang-driven activity responsible for small uptick localized
in a handful of precincts—just like last year’s brief surge in public housing, we’re deploying
targeted resources to address it.
Working with PD and always tailoring our approach
Our reforms to SQF have cut down lower quality stops and lead to more time for quality
policing- Peace dividend
Will continue to reform SQF so it leads to enforcement and quality stops

 
SQF

SQF are down 53% from last year.
11,276 stops so far in 2015 compared to 23,979 at this time in 2014.
In 2014, SQF dropped nearly 76% percent compared to the previous year.

 
 



Shootings/Safety—Aggressively Tackling
Narrow, gang-driven activity responsible for small uptick localized in a handful of precincts—
just like last year’s brief surge in public housing, we’re deploying targeted resources to
address it.
Police have tools they’ve never had before—new tech/tablets, retraining, shot spotter
We are down 2,500 crimes in NYC, a 7 percent decrease in overall to date compared to last
year, also see decreases in housing and transit crime

 
Patriot Act (Stewart has been focused on this)

•
•

•

•

 
 

Don't Soul-Search. Stiffen Your Backbone.





Follow Bill de Blasio on Twitter: www.twitter.com/BilldeBlasio
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I’d be for it, if you can secure an early taping AH

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 2, 2015 at 11:40 AM
To: "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Adams, Marti" <MAdams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Face the Nation

I’m sure I can push them for early taping
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Just flagging we have to be at Church in HARLEM by 945 AM.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
JDC/PW
 
Spoke to Rob (producer) at Face the Nation. This weekend is John Dickerson’s first show as host. He 
would like MBdB on the program. It can be taped earlier in studio at 8:45 or 9 am in midtown. Topic 
would be TPA/ presidential race. HRC, republicans, income inequality. That is the broad brush they 
are giving me currently. 7minutes, would be front loaded in the line up.
 
I’ll send him the info for review. Marti is pulling details on Dickerson’s coverage on the election
 



Let me know your thoughts
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Need one of you from comms to review video with me or it just won't happen. Grab time now
unless there is something else about to happen. MPC/EL, pls work out

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Sir,
 
Spoke with producer just now.
No joke sketches planned—while they loved the Israel video, no current plans to use it.
 
Topics remain Progressive Agenda, Crime in NYC and Education. Based on producer tone, I think
crime will be a heavier part of the interview today than originally planned. I’m sending producers all
our push back.
 
1 segment (6-7 minutes in length) with likelihood he will ask you to then stay for 10 more minutes
for a web interview
 
I’ve sent the videos to your team to have them loaded up for your review when you have a moment
 
Karen and I will meet you there.
 
Thanks,
Andrea
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

eek
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Just flagging we have to be at Church in HARLEM by 945 AM.
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
JDC/PW
 
Spoke to Rob (producer) at Face the Nation. This weekend is John Dickerson’s first show as host. He
would like MBdB on the program. It can be taped earlier in studio at 8:45 or 9 am in midtown. Topic
would be TPA/ presidential race. HRC, republicans, income inequality. That is the broad brush they
are giving me currently. 7minutes, would be front loaded in the line up.
 
I’ll send him the info for review. Marti is pulling details on Dickerson’s coverage on the election
 
Let me know your thoughts
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

ok
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Not here
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Team TPA wanted to put this on the mayor’s YouTube channel… (It’s a little video summary of 5/12)… Do
you guys have any problem with that?
 

 https://www.dropbox.com/s/j5521tim55kmqmo/TPA_YT.mp4?dl=0
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

minimum wage,
right to organize

rebuild the middle class.
immigration reform

low-wage workers.
Oppose trade deals more power to corporations

Invest in schools, not jails a second chance

paid sick leave
paid family leave

Pre-K, after-school programs childcare
Earned Income Tax Credit and protect and expand Social Security.

refinance student loan debt
debt-free college.

carried interest loophole
ship jobs overseas

“Buffett Rule”
CEO tax loophole



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Top Signers, in my humble opinion

Howard Dean
Jeff Merkley
Keith Ellison
Raul Grijalva

Richard Trumka
Mary Kay Henry
Toni Morrison
Tom Harkin

Janet Murguia
Marian Wright Edelman

Robert Reich
Steve Buscemi
Cynthia Nixon

Rev. Al Sharpton

Full list is below

SIGNERS OF THE PROGRESSIVE AGENDA TO COMBAT INCOME INEQUALITY

Steve Adler

Mayor of Austin, TX

Eileen Appelbaum

Senior Economist, Center for Economic and 
Policy Research

Dean Baker

Co-Director, Center for Economic and Policy 
Research

Ras Baraka

Mayor of Newark, NJ
Deepak Bhargava

Executive Director, Center for Community 
Change

Robert Borosage

Co-Director Campaign for America’s Future
Michael Brennan

Mayor of Portland, ME

Raven Brooks

Executive Director, Netroots Nation
Steve Buscemi

Actor

Yvette Clarke

U.S. Representative from New York
Larry Cohen

President, Communication Workers of America

John Conyers

U.S. Representative from Michigan
Robert Creamer

Author, Partner at Democracy Partners

Sheila Crowley

President and CEO, National Low Income 
Housing Coalition

Alan Cumming

Actor

Bill de Blasio

Mayor of New York City
Mark Dayton

Governor of Minnesota

Howard Dean

Former Governor of Vermont & Founder, 
Democracy for AmericaRosa DeLauro

U.S. Representative from Connecticut
Abigail E. Disney

Filmmaker
María Elena Durazo

Vice President for Immigration, Civil Rights 
and Diversity, UNITE HERE! & Former 

President Los Angeles County Federation of 
Labor

Keith Ellison

U.S. Representative from Minnesota
Chaka Fattah

U.S. Representative from Pennsylvania
Jeff Faux

Founder, Economic Policy Institute

Lily Eskelsen García

President, National Education Association
Leo Gerard

President, United Steelworkers
Danny Glover

Actor

Lisa Graves

Executive Director, Center for Media and 
Democracy/PRWatch/ALECexposed.org George Gresham

President, 1199SEIU
Raúl Grijalva

U.S. Representative from Arizona, Co-Chair 
Congressional Progressive Caucus

Sarita Gupta

Executive Director, Jobs with Justice
Tom Harkin

Arshad Hasan



Former U.S. Senator from Iowa
Executive Director, ProgressNowRick Hegdahl

Veteran Outreach Coordinator, VoteVets.org
Wade Henderson

President and CEO, Leadership Council on 
Civil and Human Rights

Mary Kay Henry

President, Service Employees International 
Union

Betsy Hodges

Mayor of Minneapolis, MN
Jeannette Huezo

Executive Director, United for a Fair Economy
Sheila Jackson Lee

U.S. Representative from TexasVan Jones

Co-Founder and President, Rebuild the Dream
Barbara Lee

U.S. Representative from California
Gabriela Lemus

President, Progressive Congress

Dave Loebsack

U.S. Representative from Iowa
Rudy López

Executive Director, Interfaith Worker Justice

Mike Lux

Co-Founder and President, Progressive 
StrategiesChirlane McCray

First Lady of New York City
Heather McGhee

Executive Director, DEMOS
Jim McGovern

U.S. Representative from Massachusetts

Jeff Merkley

U.S. Senator from Oregon
Lawrence Mishel

President, Economic Policy Institute

Janet Murguia

President and CEO, National Council of La 
RazaEdward B. Murray

Mayor of Seattle, WA
Jerry Nadler

U.S. Congressman from New York
Cynthia Nixon

Actor

Karen Nussbaum

Executive Director, Working America
Atima Omara

President, Young Democrats of America

James Parrott

Deputy Director and Chief Economist, Fiscal 
Policy InstituteMark Pocan

U.S. Representative from Wisconsin, and 1st 
Vice-Chair Congressional Progressive Caucus

Charles B. Rangel

U.S. Representative from New York
Robert Reich

Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy at 
University of California at Berkeley & Former 

U.S. Secretary of Labor

Jean Ross

Co-President, National Nurses United
Mark Ruffalo

Actor, Director, Producer & Activist Jeff Sachs

Economist & Director of the Earth Institute at 
Columbia University

Thomas A. Saenz

President of Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund Bill Samuels

Chairman, EffectiveNY
Susan Sarandon

Actress, Activist

Lee Saunders

President, American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees Libby Schaaf

Mayor of Oakland, CA
Jan Schakowsky

U.S. Representative from Illinois

Pedro Segarra

Mayor of Hartford, CT
José Serrano

U.S. Representative from New York

Reverend Al Sharpton

Founder and President of National Action 
NetworkJudy Sheridan-Gonzalez, RN

President, New York State Nurses Association
Ilya Sheyman

Executive Director, MoveOn Political Action
Hadar Susskind

Director, Bend the Arc Jewish Action

D. Taylor

President, UNITE HERE!
Linda Tirado

Author & Founder, Bootstrap Industries

Richard L. Trumka

President, AFL-CIO
Katrina vanden Heuvel

Editor, The Nation

Craig Varoga

President of Patriot Majority
Bonnie Watson ColemanRandi Weingarten



U.S. Representative from New JerseyPresident, American Federation of Teachers
Michael Wessel

President, The Wessel Group

Nan Whaley

Mayor of Dayton, Ohio
Marjorie E. Wood

PhD, Senior Associate, Global Economy 
Project & Managing Editor, Inequality.org

Brad Woodhouse

President, Americans United for Change
Marian Wright Edelman

Founder and President, Children’s Defense 
Fund



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I think we leave Trumka out of the Daily Show discussion for now - just because we don’t want to raise the 
issue of prevailing wage, etc.. More on that later… 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Here’s something from Demos, who has pushed this very hard & is the only one to have really written 
something on it… 

In a nutshell - it’s about a federal-state matching program that ensures that students who can’t afford 
massive debt are not saddled with such debt after they graduate… 

=====

How a Federal-State Matching Program Could Work

Affordable College Compact

commit that higher education is a public good

20% match on every dollar spent 
on public higher education,



above and 
beyond previous per-student funding levels should receive an additional 40% match.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I don’t think we need to go so far as saying we’d SCRAP the cap - but having rich folks pay a little more into 
Social Security so that benefits can be expanded for seniors who really need help should be sufficient… 

Here’s what Robert Reich says (which is further than we need to go, in my view):

We can afford to increase Social Security benefits, as well as help ensure the 
solvency of Social Security, by eliminating the cap on income subject to Social 
Security taxes.

Unlike the Medicare payroll tax that everyone pays as a small portion of their total 
incomes, the Social Security payroll tax is capped. Any income over $118,500 this 
year is exempt from it. Which means a billionaire pays the same Social Security 
payroll tax as someone earning $118,500.

This isn’t fair and it’s not sensible. Billionaires and millionaires should pay just 
like everyone else.

Scrap the cap, and not only is Social Security more secure for you and your kids, 
but it will be able to pay out even more benefits in your retirement.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

In a nutshell, I think we mention reforming the law surrounding minor crimes (like you’ve already done on 
marijuana), stop and frisk reform, sentencing reform, etc… 

Van Jones doesn’t have any legislation (that I can find) that he’s advocating…

Here’s what the Brennan Center says… 

The Brennan Center seeks to reduce mass incarceration through policy and legal 
reforms to create a more rational system that protects public safety and 
communities. The Center seeks to eliminate the criminalization of minor behavior, 
reform selective enforcement policies, institute a proportional system of 
punishment, and holding all actors in the criminal justice system accountable by 
ensuring that government dollars are spent on effective, evidence-based programs.









Next in Opinion

The Court and Online Threats
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To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

MEMORANDUM
 
TO:      MBDB
FR:      JDC
DA:      6/2/15
RE:      TPA -- Bronze, Silver, and Gold
 
There are a number of steps that we’re taking on TPA, but I’m going to separate them 
into three categories.  Bronze includes the less sexy, day-to-day efforts.  Silver 
signifies the higher profile events or “moments” that will keep things moving 
forward/projecting progress.  And Gold covers the two Big Ideas that will make TPA 
“unavoidable” to everywhere who’s watching.
 
GOLD
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Presidential forum on income inequality.
 
In the fall of 2015, we would convene a forum – not a debate – with presidential 
candidates of both parties.
 
We have had initial discussions with CNN as the sponsor.  They are interested.
 
We would need mainstream reporters as moderators – maybe Jake Tapper, Paul 
Krugman, and a reporter from Telemundo or Univision.
 
The best venue would be a college campus in Washington, DC – although we should 
consider also consider NYC, Ohio, Florida, and Virginia as well.
 
Each candidate would appear individually, for 15-20 minutes.  They would answer a 
range of questions posed by the moderators, submitted by TPA partners, and everyday 
people – all of them focused on combatting income inequality.
 
The crowd would be a mix of students and non-students.  The crowd would be strictly 
instructed to not make noise.  The event would span an entire morning or afternoon, 
depending on how many candidates agree to appear.
 
There would be no “gotcha” questions – i.e., the topics would NOT include the 
candidates’ personal wealth, or positions they’ve taken in the past.  Instead, the focus 



would be on the candidates’ visions for closing the wealth gap as President.
 
We would seek sponsorship by both progressive groups AND non-traditional groups – 
think SEIU and Goldman Sachs.  That would give nervous candidates some reassurance 
that this was a straight-ahead policy discussion, and not a rigged show.
 
The goal should be to announce the forum in July – with the event itself taking place 
right after Labor Day.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Caucus for Fairness – or C4F.
 
C4F would have its initial launch in Iowa – the center of the political universe.  And it’s 
prime territory for discussing income inequality.  Today’s respected Iowa Poll shows 
that, out of a list of 20 issues, likely Democratic caucus-goers rank “income inequality” 
as the second most important issue they’d like to hear candidates discuss – a whopping 
90 percent of those surveyed.  (“Energy” was number one at 92%, and “infrastructure” 
was number three at 88%.)
 
The numbers aren’t nearly as good among Republican caucus-goers, who – as you 
might expect – want to hear more about the deficit and national defense – but with so 
many GOP candidates eager to talk about the economy, I’m sure there will be some 
who want to make the case for Reaganomics as the solution to income inequality.
 
The goal would be to build a massive number of caucus-goers – no matter which 
candidate they prefer – to join the effort to have the candidates discuss solutions to 
income inequality.
 
To start this process, we’d need the months of June and July to raise money and build 
our lists.
 
For money, the first person to tap would be Tom Steyer.  He spent $11 million in Iowa 
during the 2014 Senate race.  Of that, only $3M was spent on NextGen – his climate 
change group.  The rest was given to various groups around the state.
 
Steyer has already expressed interest in drawing a direct link between climate change 
and income inequality – and we could pretty neatly make the inequality aspects of 
climate change a part of our efforts.
 
I’m meeting with Josh Fryday when he’s in NYC next week to make a pitch for $1M – 
although we could settle for half that amount.  For Steyer, that’s pocket change – and it 
gives him instant credibility above and beyond the climate change niche.
 
The hiring process would include two full-time staffers – a “state director” for C4F, and 



a volunteer coordinator.       is looking to make a move 
– and I think he’d be a natural choice for state director.  We could leave the hiring of a 
volunteer coordinator to 
 
One the hires are made, we would focus on list growth and outreach to create a base of 
membership by the end of July.  First, we would buy the voter file (or VAN) from the 
Iowa Democratic Party.  That would cost around $20K.  Then we would rent the Braley 
email list (probably around the same cost).  We would also do online advertising to 
draw people to C4F – with an initial budget of $100K.
 
Our goal would be to have our membership for C4F in the thousands by mid-August, 
when the Iowa State Fair kicks off (and when the candidates really start descending on 
the state).
 
As the State Fair, each presidential candidate will be invited to participate in the Des 
Moines Register’s “Soap Box” – a place where all of the candidates will give speeches & 
have their remarks live-streamed.  We would use our ground troops to pressure the 
candidates to talk about income inequality.   Our folks would be identified with stickers, 
signs, and similar visibility.
 
From August until the caucuses on February 1st, our membership would be encouraged 
to follow the candidates at various town halls, candidate forums, and retail stops – 
inserting questions on various TPA planks where possible, and holding rallies to 
demand answers when conditions are less hospitable.  They will submit letters to the 
editor, call into radio shows (which still exist in Iowa!), and insert TPA issues into the 
interviews that the phalanx of national reporters conduct with “average Iowa voters.”
 
Reporters will eat this stuff up.  Candidates will feel great pressure from the people 
who may well determine their political future.  And TPA will – at the end of the 
process – have built a durable list of go-to activists to cultivate through the NEXT 
presidential election (and any intervening Congressional and Senate races).
 
There will be those naysayers who suggest that we’re somehow unfairly pressuring 
Clinton, and by proxy helping Sander and O’Malley – but that’s a short-lived reality that 
will dissipate once the process is over.
 
Now, Iowa is just one piece of the equation.  New Hampshire, Nevada, South Carolina, 
Ohio, Florida, and Virginia are other states to which we could fan out – in keeping with 
the primary and general election calendars.  But for resource allocation purposes, 
everything should start in Iowa – and build from there over time.
 
 
SILVER



 
As discussed previously, there are a number of “big events” that we can and should do 
simultaneous to the planning/execution of the presidential forum and C4F.  That list 
includes:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->TPA Day of Action
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Issues conference in NYC
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Gracie Confab Part II
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Policy forum focused on communities of 

color
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Tele-Town Hall

None of these events on their own will have the same “shock and awe” power of the 
GOLD events – but they demonstrate that TPA is always working towards building 
momentum/adding names/forcing the issue of income inequality into the national 
conversation.
 
 
BRONZE
 
We will also be minding the day-to-day, lower-impact efforts that must be at the heart 
of TPA. 
 
That includes list-building (by getting our partners to regularly push their 
members/constituents to sign onto TPA; executing a surrogates media program (with 
key TPA partners appearing on TV and radio shows to promote specific issues, as well 
as drive traffic to the site); and having you make national media appearances that link 
your efforts in NYC (on affordable housing, for example) to the larger national 
movement.  The Daily Show and Face the Nation are scheduled.  CNBC is being 
scheduled.  Rachel Maddow and other MSNBC shows can and will be scheduled soon.
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->I’m talking to  about how much money 
he’d need to start at TPA executive director as soon as   

      
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Robert Greenwald is moving forward with 

his effort to build a viral video that really elevates the Hedge Funders Vs. 
Kindergarten Teachers conversation.  I will be coming to you with a more 
formal proposal on this – with a request for you to help personally recruit 4-5 
other mayors to offer teachers for the video, and to schedule simultaneous 
screenings in 5-6 cities across the country in September.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We released a video today from the DC 



event as part of the effort to drive traffic to our site & get more signers.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->DC-37 is distributing a guest column by you 

on TPA as part of their very high circulation newsletter.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->We are compiling a list of core TPA partners 

for you to call & cultivate – as well as seek input from – during your weekly TPA 
call time.

 
###

 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: MBDB 
FR: JDC 
DA: 6/2/15 
RE: TPA -- Bronze, Silver, and Gold 
 
There are a number of steps that we’re taking on TPA, but I’m going to separate 
them into three categories.  Bronze includes the less sexy, day-to-day efforts.  Silver 
signifies the higher profile events or “moments” that will keep things moving 
forward/projecting progress.  And Gold covers the two Big Ideas that will make TPA 
“unavoidable” to everywhere who’s watching. 
 
GOLD 
 

1. Presidential forum on income inequality. 
 
In the fall of 2015, we would convene a forum – not a debate – with presidential 
candidates of both parties. 
 
We have had initial discussions with CNN as the sponsor.  They are interested. 
 
We would need mainstream reporters as moderators – maybe Jake Tapper, Paul 
Krugman, and a reporter from Telemundo or Univision. 
 
The best venue would be a college campus in Washington, DC – although we should 
consider also consider NYC, Ohio, Florida, and Virginia as well. 
 
Each candidate would appear individually, for 15-20 minutes.  They would answer a 
range of questions posed by the moderators, submitted by TPA partners, and 
everyday people – all of them focused on combatting income inequality. 
 
The crowd would be a mix of students and non-students.  The crowd would be 
strictly instructed to not make noise.  The event would span an entire morning or 
afternoon, depending on how many candidates agree to appear. 
 
There would be no “gotcha” questions – i.e., the topics would NOT include the 
candidates’ personal wealth, or positions they’ve taken in the past.  Instead, the 
focus would be on the candidates’ visions for closing the wealth gap as President. 
 
We would seek sponsorship by both progressive groups AND non-traditional groups 
– think SEIU and Goldman Sachs.  That would give nervous candidates some 
reassurance that this was a straight-ahead policy discussion, and not a rigged show. 
 
The goal should be to announce the forum in July – with the event itself taking place 
right after Labor Day. 



 
2. Caucus for Fairness – or C4F. 

 
C4F would have its initial launch in Iowa – the center of the political universe.  And 
it’s prime territory for discussing income inequality.  Today’s respected Iowa Poll 
shows that, out of a list of 20 issues, likely Democratic caucus-goers rank “income 
inequality” as the second most important issue they’d like to hear candidates 
discuss – a whopping 90 percent of those surveyed.  (“Energy” was number one at 
92%, and “infrastructure” was number three at 88%.) 
 
The numbers aren’t nearly as good among Republican caucus-goers, who – as you 
might expect – want to hear more about the deficit and national defense – but with 
so many GOP candidates eager to talk about the economy, I’m sure there will be 
some who want to make the case for Reaganomics as the solution to income 
inequality. 
 
The goal would be to build a massive number of caucus-goers – no matter which 
candidate they prefer – to join the effort to have the candidates discuss solutions to 
income inequality. 
 
To start this process, we’d need the months of June and July to raise money and 
build our lists. 
 
For money, the first person to tap would be Tom Steyer.  He spent $11 million in 
Iowa during the 2014 Senate race.  Of that, only $3M was spent on NextGen – his 
climate change group.  The rest was given to various groups around the state. 
 
Steyer has already expressed interest in drawing a direct link between climate 
change and income inequality – and we could pretty neatly make the inequality 
aspects of climate change a part of our efforts. 
 
I’m meeting with Josh Fryday when he’s in NYC next week to make a pitch for $1M – 
although we could settle for half that amount.  For Steyer, that’s pocket change – and 
it gives him instant credibility above and beyond the climate change niche. 
 
The hiring process would include two full-time staffers – a “state director” for C4F, 
and a volunteer coordinator.       is looking to make 
a move – and I think he’d be a natural choice for state director.  We could leave the 
hiring of a volunteer coordinator to  
 
One the hires are made, we would focus on list growth and outreach to create a base 
of membership by the end of July.  First, we would buy the voter file (or VAN) from 
the Iowa Democratic Party.  That would cost around $20K.  Then we would rent the 
Braley email list (probably around the same cost).  We would also do online 
advertising to draw people to C4F – with an initial budget of $100K. 
 



Our goal would be to have our membership for C4F in the thousands by mid-August, 
when the Iowa State Fair kicks off (and when the candidates really start descending 
on the state). 
 
As the State Fair, each presidential candidate will be invited to participate in the Des 
Moines Register’s “Soap Box” – a place where all of the candidates will give speeches 
& have their remarks live-streamed.  We would use our ground troops to pressure 
the candidates to talk about income inequality.   Our folks would be identified with 
stickers, signs, and similar visibility. 
 
From August until the caucuses on February 1st, our membership would be 
encouraged to follow the candidates at various town halls, candidate forums, and 
retail stops – inserting questions on various TPA planks where possible, and holding 
rallies to demand answers when conditions are less hospitable.  They will submit 
letters to the editor, call into radio shows (which still exist in Iowa!), and insert TPA 
issues into the interviews that the phalanx of national reporters conduct with 
“average Iowa voters.” 
 
Reporters will eat this stuff up.  Candidates will feel great pressure from the people 
who may well determine their political future.  And TPA will – at the end of the 
process – have built a durable list of go-to activists to cultivate through the NEXT 
presidential election (and any intervening Congressional and Senate races). 
 
There will be those naysayers who suggest that we’re somehow unfairly pressuring 
Clinton, and by proxy helping Sander and O’Malley – but that’s a short-lived reality 
that will dissipate once the process is over. 
 
Now, Iowa is just one piece of the equation.  New Hampshire, Nevada, South 
Carolina, Ohio, Florida, and Virginia are other states to which we could fan out – in 
keeping with the primary and general election calendars.  But for resource 
allocation purposes, everything should start in Iowa – and build from there over 
time. 
 
 
SILVER 
 
As discussed previously, there are a number of “big events” that we can and should 
do simultaneous to the planning/execution of the presidential forum and C4F.  That 
list includes: 
 

TPA Day of Action 
Issues conference in NYC  
Gracie Confab Part II 
Policy forum focused on communities of color 
Tele-Town Hall 



None of these events on their own will have the same “shock and awe” power of the 
GOLD events – but they demonstrate that TPA is always working towards building 
momentum/adding names/forcing the issue of income inequality into the national 
conversation. 
 
 
BRONZE 
 
We will also be minding the day-to-day, lower-impact efforts that must be at the 
heart of TPA.   
 
That includes list-building (by getting our partners to regularly push their 
members/constituents to sign onto TPA; executing a surrogates media program 
(with key TPA partners appearing on TV and radio shows to promote specific issues, 
as well as drive traffic to the site); and having you make national media appearances 
that link your efforts in NYC (on affordable housing, for example) to the larger 
national movement.  The Daily Show and Face the Nation are scheduled.  CNBC is 
being scheduled.  Rachel Maddow and other MSNBC shows can and will be 
scheduled soon. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 

I’m talking to  about how much money he’d need to start at TPA 
executive director as soon as       

   
Robert Greenwald is moving forward with his effort to build a viral video that 
really elevates the Hedge Funders Vs. Kindergarten Teachers conversation.  I 
will be coming to you with a more formal proposal on this – with a request 
for you to help personally recruit 4-5 other mayors to offer teachers for the 
video, and to schedule simultaneous screenings in 5-6 cities across the 
country in September. 
We released a video today from the DC event as part of the effort to drive 
traffic to our site & get more signers. 
DC-37 is distributing a guest column by you on TPA as part of their very high 
circulation newsletter. 
We are compiling a list of core TPA partners for you to call & cultivate – as 
well as seek input from – during your weekly TPA call time. 

 
### 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

MAYORS
 
Nan Whaley (Dayton)
Ed Murray (Seattle)
Betsy Hodges (Minn)
Eric Garcetti (LA)
Steve Adler (Austin)
Marty Walsh (Boston)
Greg Stanton (Phoenix)
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore) – 
Pedro Segarra (Hartford) - 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

http://iowacci.org/
 
Remember I don’t yet have their sign off. So don’t contact them yet.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
What was the name of the Iowa group again?
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2015 at 9:16 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Updated TPA plan
 
Loved the GOLD Ideas. On number 1, I get the idea of having a balanced sponsor lineup
(SEIU/Goldman) but I would hope we could find a business type sponsor that is not Goldman which
probably is the number one representative of finance capital, excessive wealth and political
influence. And as I told you I have a good grassroots group that we might be able to enlist for the
Iowa part. I think if we could execute GOLD, it would be a home run.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
MEMORANDUM
 
TO:      MBDB
FR:      JDC
DA:      6/2/15
RE:      TPA -- Bronze, Silver, and Gold
 
There are a number of steps that we’re taking on TPA, but I’m going to separate them into
three categories.  Bronze includes the less sexy, day-to-day efforts.  Silver signifies the
higher profile events or “moments” that will keep things moving forward/projecting
progress.  And Gold covers the two Big Ideas that will make TPA “unavoidable” to
everywhere who’s watching.
 



GOLD
 

1. Presidential forum on income inequality.
 
In the fall of 2015, we would convene a forum – not a debate – with presidential candidates
of both parties.
 
We have had initial discussions with CNN as the sponsor.  They are interested.
 
We would need mainstream reporters as moderators – maybe Jake Tapper, Paul Krugman,
and a reporter from Telemundo or Univision.
 
The best venue would be a college campus in Washington, DC – although we should
consider also consider NYC, Ohio, Florida, and Virginia as well.
 
Each candidate would appear individually, for 15-20 minutes.  They would answer a range of
questions posed by the moderators, submitted by TPA partners, and everyday people – all
of them focused on combatting income inequality.
 
The crowd would be a mix of students and non-students.  The crowd would be strictly
instructed to not make noise.  The event would span an entire morning or afternoon,
depending on how many candidates agree to appear.
 
There would be no “gotcha” questions – i.e., the topics would NOT include the candidates’
personal wealth, or positions they’ve taken in the past.  Instead, the focus would be on the
candidates’ visions for closing the wealth gap as President.
 
We would seek sponsorship by both progressive groups AND non-traditional groups – think
SEIU and Goldman Sachs.  That would give nervous candidates some reassurance that this
was a straight-ahead policy discussion, and not a rigged show.
 
The goal should be to announce the forum in July – with the event itself taking place right
after Labor Day.
 

2. Caucus for Fairness – or C4F.
 
C4F would have its initial launch in Iowa – the center of the political universe.  And it’s prime
territory for discussing income inequality.  Today’s respected Iowa Poll shows that, out of a
list of 20 issues, likely Democratic caucus-goers rank “income inequality” as the second most
important issue they’d like to hear candidates discuss – a whopping 90 percent of those
surveyed.  (“Energy” was number one at 92%, and “infrastructure” was number three at



88%.)
 
The numbers aren’t nearly as good among Republican caucus-goers, who – as you might
expect – want to hear more about the deficit and national defense – but with so many GOP
candidates eager to talk about the economy, I’m sure there will be some who want to make
the case for Reaganomics as the solution to income inequality.
 
The goal would be to build a massive number of caucus-goers – no matter which candidate
they prefer – to join the effort to have the candidates discuss solutions to income inequality.
 
To start this process, we’d need the months of June and July to raise money and build our
lists.
 
For money, the first person to tap would be Tom Steyer.  He spent $11 million in Iowa
during the 2014 Senate race.  Of that, only $3M was spent on NextGen – his climate change
group.  The rest was given to various groups around the state.
 
Steyer has already expressed interest in drawing a direct link between climate change and
income inequality – and we could pretty neatly make the inequality aspects of climate
change a part of our efforts.
 
I’m meeting with Josh Fryday when he’s in NYC next week to make a pitch for $1M –
although we could settle for half that amount.  For Steyer, that’s pocket change – and it
gives him instant credibility above and beyond the climate change niche.
 
The hiring process would include two full-time staffers – a “state director” for C4F, and a
volunteer coordinator.   is looking to make a move – and
I think he’d be a natural choice for state director.  We could leave the hiring of a volunteer
coordinator to 
 
One the hires are made, we would focus on list growth and outreach to create a base of
membership by the end of July.  First, we would buy the voter file (or VAN) from the Iowa
Democratic Party.  That would cost around $20K.  Then we would rent the Braley email list
(probably around the same cost).  We would also do online advertising to draw people to
C4F – with an initial budget of $100K.
 
Our goal would be to have our membership for C4F in the thousands by mid-August, when
the Iowa State Fair kicks off (and when the candidates really start descending on the state).
 
As the State Fair, each presidential candidate will be invited to participate in the Des Moines
Register’s “Soap Box” – a place where all of the candidates will give speeches & have their



remarks live-streamed.  We would use our ground troops to pressure the candidates to talk
about income inequality.   Our folks would be identified with stickers, signs, and similar
visibility.
 

From August until the caucuses on February 1st, our membership would be encouraged to
follow the candidates at various town halls, candidate forums, and retail stops – inserting
questions on various TPA planks where possible, and holding rallies to demand answers
when conditions are less hospitable.  They will submit letters to the editor, call into radio
shows (which still exist in Iowa!), and insert TPA issues into the interviews that the phalanx
of national reporters conduct with “average Iowa voters.”
 
Reporters will eat this stuff up.  Candidates will feel great pressure from the people who
may well determine their political future.  And TPA will – at the end of the process – have
built a durable list of go-to activists to cultivate through the NEXT presidential election (and
any intervening Congressional and Senate races).
 
There will be those naysayers who suggest that we’re somehow unfairly pressuring Clinton,
and by proxy helping Sander and O’Malley – but that’s a short-lived reality that will dissipate
once the process is over.
 
Now, Iowa is just one piece of the equation.  New Hampshire, Nevada, South Carolina, Ohio,
Florida, and Virginia are other states to which we could fan out – in keeping with the
primary and general election calendars.  But for resource allocation purposes, everything
should start in Iowa – and build from there over time.
 
 
SILVER
 
As discussed previously, there are a number of “big events” that we can and should do
simultaneous to the planning/execution of the presidential forum and C4F.  That list
includes:
 

• TPA Day of Action
• Issues conference in NYC
• Gracie Confab Part II
• Policy forum focused on communities of color
• Tele-Town Hall

None of these events on their own will have the same “shock and awe” power of the GOLD
events – but they demonstrate that TPA is always working towards building
momentum/adding names/forcing the issue of income inequality into the national
conversation.



 
 
BRONZE
 
We will also be minding the day-to-day, lower-impact efforts that must be at the heart of
TPA. 
 
That includes list-building (by getting our partners to regularly push their
members/constituents to sign onto TPA; executing a surrogates media program (with key
TPA partners appearing on TV and radio shows to promote specific issues, as well as drive
traffic to the site); and having you make national media appearances that link your efforts in
NYC (on affordable housing, for example) to the larger national movement.  The Daily Show
and Face the Nation are scheduled.  CNBC is being scheduled.  Rachel Maddow and other
MSNBC shows can and will be scheduled soon.
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS
 

• I’m talking to  about how much money he’d need to start at TPA executive
director as soon as 

• Robert Greenwald is moving forward with his effort to build a viral video that really
elevates the Hedge Funders Vs. Kindergarten Teachers conversation.  I will be coming
to you with a more formal proposal on this – with a request for you to help
personally recruit 4-5 other mayors to offer teachers for the video, and to schedule
simultaneous screenings in 5-6 cities across the country in September.

• We released a video today from the DC event as part of the effort to drive traffic to
our site & get more signers.

• DC-37 is distributing a guest column by you on TPA as part of their very high
circulation newsletter.

• We are compiling a list of core TPA partners for you to call & cultivate – as well as
seek input from – during your weekly TPA call time.

 
###

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Also, is it true that you are not available Sunday afternoon for meeting with OSI?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
What was the name of the Iowa group again?
 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2015 at 9:16 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Updated TPA plan
 
Loved the GOLD Ideas. On number 1, I get the idea of having a balanced sponsor lineup
(SEIU/Goldman) but I would hope we could find a business type sponsor that is not Goldman which
probably is the number one representative of finance capital, excessive wealth and political
influence. And as I told you I have a good grassroots group that we might be able to enlist for the
Iowa part. I think if we could execute GOLD, it would be a home run.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
MEMORANDUM
 
TO:      MBDB
FR:      JDC
DA:      6/2/15
RE:      TPA -- Bronze, Silver, and Gold
 
There are a number of steps that we’re taking on TPA, but I’m going to separate them into
three categories.  Bronze includes the less sexy, day-to-day efforts.  Silver signifies the
higher profile events or “moments” that will keep things moving forward/projecting
progress.  And Gold covers the two Big Ideas that will make TPA “unavoidable” to
everywhere who’s watching.
 
GOLD
 



1. Presidential forum on income inequality.
 
In the fall of 2015, we would convene a forum – not a debate – with presidential candidates
of both parties.
 
We have had initial discussions with CNN as the sponsor.  They are interested.
 
We would need mainstream reporters as moderators – maybe Jake Tapper, Paul Krugman,
and a reporter from Telemundo or Univision.
 
The best venue would be a college campus in Washington, DC – although we should
consider also consider NYC, Ohio, Florida, and Virginia as well.
 
Each candidate would appear individually, for 15-20 minutes.  They would answer a range of
questions posed by the moderators, submitted by TPA partners, and everyday people – all
of them focused on combatting income inequality.
 
The crowd would be a mix of students and non-students.  The crowd would be strictly
instructed to not make noise.  The event would span an entire morning or afternoon,
depending on how many candidates agree to appear.
 
There would be no “gotcha” questions – i.e., the topics would NOT include the candidates’
personal wealth, or positions they’ve taken in the past.  Instead, the focus would be on the
candidates’ visions for closing the wealth gap as President.
 
We would seek sponsorship by both progressive groups AND non-traditional groups – think
SEIU and Goldman Sachs.  That would give nervous candidates some reassurance that this
was a straight-ahead policy discussion, and not a rigged show.
 
The goal should be to announce the forum in July – with the event itself taking place right
after Labor Day.
 

2. Caucus for Fairness – or C4F.
 
C4F would have its initial launch in Iowa – the center of the political universe.  And it’s prime
territory for discussing income inequality.  Today’s respected Iowa Poll shows that, out of a
list of 20 issues, likely Democratic caucus-goers rank “income inequality” as the second most
important issue they’d like to hear candidates discuss – a whopping 90 percent of those
surveyed.  (“Energy” was number one at 92%, and “infrastructure” was number three at
88%.)
 



The numbers aren’t nearly as good among Republican caucus-goers, who – as you might
expect – want to hear more about the deficit and national defense – but with so many GOP
candidates eager to talk about the economy, I’m sure there will be some who want to make
the case for Reaganomics as the solution to income inequality.
 
The goal would be to build a massive number of caucus-goers – no matter which candidate
they prefer – to join the effort to have the candidates discuss solutions to income inequality.
 
To start this process, we’d need the months of June and July to raise money and build our
lists.
 
For money, the first person to tap would be Tom Steyer.  He spent $11 million in Iowa
during the 2014 Senate race.  Of that, only $3M was spent on NextGen – his climate change
group.  The rest was given to various groups around the state.
 
Steyer has already expressed interest in drawing a direct link between climate change and
income inequality – and we could pretty neatly make the inequality aspects of climate
change a part of our efforts.
 
I’m meeting with Josh Fryday when he’s in NYC next week to make a pitch for $1M –
although we could settle for half that amount.  For Steyer, that’s pocket change – and it
gives him instant credibility above and beyond the climate change niche.
 
The hiring process would include two full-time staffers – a “state director” for C4F, and a
volunteer coordinator.   is looking to make a move – and
I think he’d be a natural choice for state director.  We could leave the hiring of a volunteer
coordinator to 
 
One the hires are made, we would focus on list growth and outreach to create a base of
membership by the end of July.  First, we would buy the voter file (or VAN) from the Iowa
Democratic Party.  That would cost around $20K.  Then we would rent the Braley email list
(probably around the same cost).  We would also do online advertising to draw people to
C4F – with an initial budget of $100K.
 
Our goal would be to have our membership for C4F in the thousands by mid-August, when
the Iowa State Fair kicks off (and when the candidates really start descending on the state).
 
As the State Fair, each presidential candidate will be invited to participate in the Des Moines
Register’s “Soap Box” – a place where all of the candidates will give speeches & have their
remarks live-streamed.  We would use our ground troops to pressure the candidates to talk
about income inequality.   Our folks would be identified with stickers, signs, and similar



visibility.
 

From August until the caucuses on February 1st, our membership would be encouraged to
follow the candidates at various town halls, candidate forums, and retail stops – inserting
questions on various TPA planks where possible, and holding rallies to demand answers
when conditions are less hospitable.  They will submit letters to the editor, call into radio
shows (which still exist in Iowa!), and insert TPA issues into the interviews that the phalanx
of national reporters conduct with “average Iowa voters.”
 
Reporters will eat this stuff up.  Candidates will feel great pressure from the people who
may well determine their political future.  And TPA will – at the end of the process – have
built a durable list of go-to activists to cultivate through the NEXT presidential election (and
any intervening Congressional and Senate races).
 
There will be those naysayers who suggest that we’re somehow unfairly pressuring Clinton,
and by proxy helping Sander and O’Malley – but that’s a short-lived reality that will dissipate
once the process is over.
 
Now, Iowa is just one piece of the equation.  New Hampshire, Nevada, South Carolina, Ohio,
Florida, and Virginia are other states to which we could fan out – in keeping with the
primary and general election calendars.  But for resource allocation purposes, everything
should start in Iowa – and build from there over time.
 
 
SILVER
 
As discussed previously, there are a number of “big events” that we can and should do
simultaneous to the planning/execution of the presidential forum and C4F.  That list
includes:
 

• TPA Day of Action
• Issues conference in NYC
• Gracie Confab Part II
• Policy forum focused on communities of color
• Tele-Town Hall

None of these events on their own will have the same “shock and awe” power of the GOLD
events – but they demonstrate that TPA is always working towards building
momentum/adding names/forcing the issue of income inequality into the national
conversation.
 
 



BRONZE
 
We will also be minding the day-to-day, lower-impact efforts that must be at the heart of
TPA. 
 
That includes list-building (by getting our partners to regularly push their
members/constituents to sign onto TPA; executing a surrogates media program (with key
TPA partners appearing on TV and radio shows to promote specific issues, as well as drive
traffic to the site); and having you make national media appearances that link your efforts in
NYC (on affordable housing, for example) to the larger national movement.  The Daily Show
and Face the Nation are scheduled.  CNBC is being scheduled.  Rachel Maddow and other
MSNBC shows can and will be scheduled soon.
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS
 

• I’m talking to  about how much money he’d need to start at TPA executive
director as soon as 

• Robert Greenwald is moving forward with his effort to build a viral video that really
elevates the Hedge Funders Vs. Kindergarten Teachers conversation.  I will be coming
to you with a more formal proposal on this – with a request for you to help
personally recruit 4-5 other mayors to offer teachers for the video, and to schedule
simultaneous screenings in 5-6 cities across the country in September.

• We released a video today from the DC event as part of the effort to drive traffic to
our site & get more signers.

• DC-37 is distributing a guest column by you on TPA as part of their very high
circulation newsletter.

• We are compiling a list of core TPA partners for you to call & cultivate – as well as
seek input from – during your weekly TPA call time.

 
###

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

QUESTION:
Tell us about your progressive agenda.  Why is it important; what’s 
your strategy; and what’s next?
 
ANSWER:
The Progressive Agenda, which people can read in full at 
ProgressiveAgenda.US, is a list of progressive policies to combat income 
inequality – which I believe is the crisis of our times.
 
Consider the statistics:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->A typical American family, in real 
income terms, is making less today than they were a quarter century 
ago.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->The wealthiest one percent captured 
91% of all the income gains since the Great Recession ended.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->And now we have the greatest 
income disparity since the 1920s – and it’s getting worse.

 
The Progressive Agenda is about lifting the floor for working families – a 
$15 minimum wage, strengthening workers’ right to organize, and fighting 
for fair trade deals.
 
It’s about helping working parents – paid sick leave, paid family leave, 
helping keep students and families from getting buried by college debt.
 
And it’s about fair taxes – closing tax loopholes that let hedge fund 
managers and billionaires pay a lower rate of tax than regular working 
people.
 
We need to do these things if we’re going to rebuild our middle class and 
lift people out of poverty.



 
So we’re taking this agenda & forcing a national discussion on how to 
achieve it – and that means pressuring elected officials and candidates at 
every level to spell out THEIR vision for tackling this crisis.
 
To that end, we’re planning a Day of Action among those who’ve signed 
onto TPA.  We’re aggressively building our list of signers and supporters – 
using social media, and old-fashioned grassroots organizing.  And we’re 
planning a presidential forum for the fall that will squarely focus on how 
to combat income inequality.
 
 
QUESTION:
What does it mean to you to be a progressive, and what do you think 
it means for the progressive movement that you were elected mayor 
of the nation’s most populous city?  
 
ANSWER:
Being a progressive means challenging the status quo, un-rigging the rules 
of the economy that allow power and wealth to become concentrated 
among a very small group at the very top, and giving EVERY person a 
chance to get ahead.
 
For decades, those on the right have sold Americans on trickle-down 
economics – and we know how miserably that has failed.  Meanwhile, the 
One Percent have seen their wealth and power soar – while the middle 
class is disappearing, and low-income folks feel hopeless and desperate.  
That has to change – not just for those who are struggling, but because it’s 
not sustainable for ANY of us.
 
When I campaigned for mayor, I talked about the Tale of Two Cities that 
New York had become – with Wall Street setting records and multi-million 
dollar condos springing up everywhere, while nearly half our city was 
living at or near the poverty line.  We are taking dead aim at that – and 
doing everything in our power to change it.
 
 
QUESTION:



What can mayors do to enact a progressive economic agenda, and 
what challenges have you faced in doing so?
 
Here’s some of what we’ve done in NYC: (Pre-K/After-school, paid sick 
leave, living wage, new rules for developers, most ambitious affordable 
housing plan ever).
 
We’re also fighting to raise the minimum wage, strengthen rent 
regulations, and so many other things.
 
The challenge is what it’s always been – powerful, well-financed interests 
who benefit from the status quo.  They have a great deal of say in Albany, 
and also in Washington.  So it’s a battle we have to fight each and every 
day – and never give up.
 
QUESTION:
How can the progressive movement overcome those challenges to 
see these agenda items enacted on a national level?
 
ANSWER:
We have to think big and bold.  We have to stand united and band 
together, like so many mayors have done on immigration and 
transportation funding.  And we have to make the progressive cause not 
just a PART of the national political discussion; we have to make it an 
UNAVOIDABLE one.
 
You do that by organizing all across the country – starting at the 
grassroots.  You find common ground with business and labor leaders, 
civil rights leaders and elected officials.  You demand that the federal 
government do its part and make sure the American people know what’s 
at stake & weight in loudly with the people they sent to Washington.
 

QUESTION:
You are the mayor of what is arguably the financial capital of the 
world. Wall Street’s influence has a significant impact on the growing 
economic disparity between rich and poor. What can you do as 



mayor to address that problem?
 
ANSWER:
At the city level, we’re using every tool in our toolbox to close the wealth 
gap – Pre-K, afterschool, paid sick leave, living wage, affordable housing – 
you name it.
 
But we need Washington as a partner – and we need the federal 
government to help rewrite the rules.
 
We need an economy that rewards WORK and not WEALTH.  That means 
closing the carried interest loophole so that a billionaire hedge fund 
manager isn’t paying a lower rate of taxes than the woman who cleans his 
beach house, or the guy who pilots his private plane.  It means 
implementing the Buffett Rule, so that millionaire executives aren’t paying 
a lower tax rate than their secretaries.  It means ending tax breaks for 
companies that ship jobs overseas.  It means pushing back against a 
system that piles up student debt.
 
We need to restore a sense of fairness to our economy.  That’s what 
progressive change has always been about.  And that’s what The 
Progressive Agenda is all about.
 
###
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
To:
Cc:

Subject: Re: Lauren forgot her audio recorder in the podium





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Lets talk abt marcia
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
I need to find something special for Marcia. She is convinced she is being slighted when, in fact, she
just doesn’t check it voice mail or email on a regular enough basis. But the facts have nothing to do
with her perception. Any suggestions?
 
In a conversation with Mayor, he seemed open to giving her an interview.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
We should exclu it NYDN for one of Fermino Sunday spacers, and advance it tv desks for morning
news breaks, then drive them to cover event
 
Tell story
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
+Kate who had been working on this as well
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
 
Minus Mayor

Do we want to give her, Marcia, the clergy council announcement? Know nothing at this point about



Sunday but offer this as an idea. 
 
Karen 
Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 3, 2015, at 2:59 PM, Wolfe, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Yes correct.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

Meaning OUR clergy council, correct? Marco, pls get me an updated list of all members
of COREL and of our new clergy council. Want to give you feedback on any additions
that may be needed to our group. Thanks

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

The Clergy Council is being announced Sunday FYI at Corinthian
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 

We should try something different with Marcia, because whatever we're doing isn't
working. And we should figure out how to deal with tony hebert and the "brooklyn
clergy coalition" -- need to know who they are. Marco, we need to move our clergy
gameplan asap. And does RAS still have any influence over tony herbert??

From
Sent
Subject



Protesters: De Blasio Not Doing Enough To Curb City Violence





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

HRC is expected to deliver a speech tomorrow at Texas Southern University on voting/civil rights.
She’s expected to:
 

• Condemn the 2013 Supreme Court decision striking down part of the Voting Rights Act
• Call on Congress to re-enact parts of the Voting Rights Law
• Criticize voter suppression laws in Texas, North Carolina, Ohio, and Wisconsin – including

direct criticism of Governors Walker, Bush, and Perry for actions their states have taken
• Propose a nationwide early-voting standard of at least 20 days before an election
• Call for an increase in online voter registration
• Reaffirm her stance that ex-felons should have their voting rights restored

 
I’ll send a transcript of her remarks when it’s released tomorrow.
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Pls see below and see
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Date:
To:
Cc:

Subject: Re: Lauren forgot her audio recorder in the podium







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Importance:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/coming-up-sunday-gov-chris-christie-new-york-city-mayor-bill-de-
blasio-gov-rick-perry/
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
Subject:

Coming up Sunday: Gov. Chris Christie, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, Gov.
Rick Perry

 

 

 

 

 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Rick Perry doesn’t think there should be a federal minimum wage
http://www.politifact.com/texas/statements/2014/may/30/democratic-national-committee/2014-rick-
perry-saying-he-opposes-federal-governme/

And slammed The Buffett Rule
http://www.cnbc.com/id/44717744

#TheProgressiveAgenda

From: <Gunaratna>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2015 at 12:40 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hinton, 
Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Face the Nation is out, btw

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/coming-up-sunday-gov-chris-christie-new-york-city-mayor-bill-de-
blasio-gov-rick-perry/
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Just flagging… Could be a question for Face the Nation

http://www.politico.com/story/2015/06/mayors-leading-obamas-charge-on-trade-118608.html?hp=lc3_4



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Fyi- breakdown of may events

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Attached





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

National People’s Action signed on. I’m waiting for them to tell me how exactly they want to be
listed on web page. And I told them we should talk about Iowa ideas next time he’s in NYC. See
below.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

OK let me know if NPA can be a signer. We definitely are interested in exploring the Iowa idea.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Agree. I think sounds good

From
Sent
To
Subject

Andrea what do you think here?
I imagine someone could reach out to the mayor and ask them if they were interested, as part of the
mayor’s directive is to help get other mayors press.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Adding regina in my abnsece
 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
 
Is a pretty respected publication & emailed TPA account with the following.. Might be good to connect JB
with Hodges, Whaley, Murray?
 
 

 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: J.B. Wogan <jwogan@erepublic.com>
Date: Wed, Jun 3, 2015 at 1:04 PM
Subject: Governing magazine story
To: "press@progressiveagenda.us" <press@progressiveagenda.us>

Hello, 

 

I'm interested writing about the Progressive Agenda and its role in city elections
this fall. I'm curious if you're in talks with any mayoral candidates about signing



the agenda. 

 

 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Excellent!!

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
And here’s what we had some of our partners send out to their lists this AM…

Friend,
 
Three weeks ago, The Progressive Agenda to Combat Income Inequality officially 
launched.
 
Today, a brand new New York Times poll confirms what those of us who’ve signed on 
to The Progressive Agenda already knew – the American people share our concern over 
income inequality, and support our progressive solutions to tackling the crisis.
 
Among the findings:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->66 percent of all Americans believe that 
money and wealth should be distributed more evenly.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->65 percent believe the income gap must be 
addressed now.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->68 percent support higher taxes on 
millionaires.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->80 percent favor paid family leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->85 percent back paid sick leave.

Will you add your name to The Progressive Agenda?
 
From strengthening workers’ rights, to curbing corporate power, to backing fair trade – 
the American people are with us.
 
The time for action is now.
 
Sign on to The Progressive Agenda to build on this momentum.
Best,



 
NAME
ORGANIZATION
 
Sign up: www.ProgressiveAgenda.us
Follow The Progressive Agenda on Twitter at: @TheP2Agenda
 
 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

330 on the 19th works for me!

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 9:23 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: TPA

Here is how to list the new sign-on:
 

 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

OK excellent. How should we name your sign on? ED plus org name? Also, if you are going to be in 
NYC let’s see if we can move the ball on Iowa.
 
From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:



OK let me know if NPA can be a signer. We definitely are interested in exploring the Iowa idea.
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

JDC, Random thought: what do you think of Moyers as possible moderator?
Phil: do you want us all to discuss this before going to B ? If so I will get it scheduled.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

My thought is this.
 
MBDB is really intent on doing something big for TPA.  
 
The two ideas on the table right now that qualify as big in his mind are presidential forum & some sort of
organizing effort in IA/NH/SC/NV… 
 
The former is a lot easier/cheaper to pursue - with much less chance of backlash, in my opinion.
 
Plus, he’s been on the record several times saying we were going to do this presidential forum, so there’s that.
 
Tom & I have talked about how we might pull this off - making it a way to insert income inequality into national
conversation without causing unnecessary heartburn.
 
Here’s what I sent MBDB the other day (although he hasn’t responded)… Tom flagged that Goldman Sachs might
not be the right choice for co-sponsor (for obvious reasons) - but I do think a non-traditional host would give the
thing credibility
 
Presidential forum on income inequality.



 

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 9:51 AM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans,
Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: US News story
 
Sure – let’s get John’s outline of plan of action and then discuss. I just want to get us moving on it since I
presume this will take tons of lead time if indeed we make the attempt.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

-BdB
 
Can we arrive at a consensus at whats real/smart and then take a unified rec to mayor?  Feel like there are
some differing views on how to best do this/how to do
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

How can we move on our “Forum” (not debate) idea asap? Assume we would need HRC agreement to
participate? Or not? What will it take to get our oar in the water immediately? What are the key
ingredients: moderator, audience, candidate agreement, TV ? I recommend John outline what has to be
done and let us know if we need Mayor to weigh in before moving ahead.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Is Hillary Ready for More Debates?
Progressives are pushing to add more debates to the Democratic slate, but



will the party's leading candidate oblige?

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton speaks at Texas Southern University on Thursday in Houston.

By David CataneseJune 4, 2015 | 6:48 p.m. EDT+ More
 
 
 



Hillary Clinton's Treatment of Press Shows Contempt for the American Public



Pollster: Don't Believe Clinton Polls



Hillary, Jeb Are Slipping in Public Support



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Date:
Subject: BLOOMBERG: De Blasio Wants Clinton to Back End to
Carried-Interest Loophole

De Blasio Wants Clinton to Back End to Carried-Interest Loophole



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Some good stats in here vis a vis being a real populist & its impact on turnout… 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/erik-ose/why-kay-hagan-lost-in-north-carolina_b_6143286.html



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

This is mostly for Dom - but some good stuff in here - although it’s dense (as one might expect from 
esteemed economists!)

In a word, I like the nuggets on patents/generic Rx drugs, ISDS undermining US regulations designed to 
protect consumers health & safety, and - of course - jobs both in manufacturing & high-skilled service 
industries leaving faster than they’d be replaced… Also, since MBDB loves stats, the economic impact of .4 
percent - a “rounding error” as they say” - drives home the point that we should be getting a lot more out 
of a deal with 40% of the world’s economy

From: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 10:31 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail <
Cc: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: TPP materials

John and Aaron,

Here are the two pieces I mentioned:

1. Prof. Stiglitz's letter to Congressional leaders: http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/joseph-stiglitz-and-
trans-pacific-partnership-tpp
2. My (forthcoming) op-ed (attached).

I'll circle back to everyone with more intel on targets as well as some TPs for Sunday.

Great to be working together!

Best,

Adam 

Adam S. Hersh, Ph.D. 
Senior Economist, Roosevelt Institute
Visiting Scholar, Columbia University Initiative for Policy Dialogue

博
斯福研究所, 家
哥 学, 行政策 ,客座学者



@adamshersh

On Thu, Jun 4, 2015 at 3:02 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Yes - please send letter and additional talking points - that would be great.   We obviously don't want to 
personalize it at all - but we like to be prepared to vigorously defend our position.  

How about a call around 5?

On Jun 4, 2015, at 3:00 PM, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Nice. Next steps? Should we get on the phone? Looping Marcus (whom you guys know) 
and Adam Hersh (senior economist I mentioned...this was his good idea actually). Let 
Adam know what you need for Sunday, and we always accept shout outs. Thanks. Stiglitz 
sent a letter to Congress (which Adam co-authored), which we can send to you right away. 
And Adam has some good TPs (not written down yet, however) to respond to Obama's 
mayors angle.

On Thu, Jun 4, 2015 at 2:43 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Hey Dave.  Yes - definitely interested in talking… MBDB is doing Face the Nation on 
Sunday, and we’d be happy to trumpet some of your work on this there, too

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2015 at 1:46 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: BdB/RI on TPP/TPA

How's that for acronym overuse? 

John, I spoke briefly w/ Aaron about an idea we had around responding to this:

Mayors leading Obama's charge on trade
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/06/mayors-leading-obamas-charge-on-trade-118608.html?
hp=lc3_4

The article mentions BdB and his progressive agenda.



Gist of idea: A call w/ reporters, BdB, some Mayors who aren't pro-TPA/TPP & our 
resident expert (senior economist, Adam Hersh). 

Let me know if you're interested and want to chat. Hope you're well. 

Dave

PS- We should all also do a post-May 12 follow-up to update each other and see if there 
are ways to continue to coordinate.
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Why Congress should vote no on the pending Pacific trade deal 
 
By Adam S. Hersh 
 
June 3, 2015 
 
The Obama administration’s effort to expand economic relations with 11 Asia-Pacific nations is 
critical U.S. endeavor that also uniquely sparks intra-party political battles. The administration 
argues Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is essential to America “winning the future” in a 
globalized economy.  
 
Beyond political headlines, this agreement is an intricate legal text. Assessing its economic 
impacts warrants commensurately detailed analysis. Roosevelt Institute Chief Economist Joseph 
Stiglitz wrote in his recent letter to congressional leaders, such analysis suggests lawmakers and 
voters should reject TPP in its current form and seek expanded trade under fundamentally 
different rules. 
 
In truth, TPP has less to do with freeing trade, creating jobs, or raising wages than with rewriting 
the rules of the global economy to favor big businesses at the expense of most everyone else. Its 
foremost effects would not be lowering trade barriers between countries, but rewriting the 
economic rules within countries. The rules do not embody economic principles of open 
competition so much as the preferences of industry lobbyists that had the best seats at the U.S. 
Trade Representative’s table. The outcome is an agreement that fails to address America’s 
economic needs and geostrategic goals.  
 
TPP economics: Reason to expect little growth, more inequality 
 
The most generous models predicting TPP’s economic impact—from the Peterson Institute for 
International Economics—estimate it would raise U.S. GDP by $88 billion (in today’s prices) by 
2025. This less than 0.4 percent increase is smaller than the rounding error in official GDP 
calculations. Why is impact so low from a trade bloc covering 40 percent of world GDP? Most 
welfare gains derive from countries lowering their own barriers—something we have largely 
done.  
 
Even if one expected different equity outcomes from more growth given the same unequal U.S. 
distribution structure, there’s reason to believe TPP will lead to higher inequality: trade 
adjustment would eliminate jobs and businesses in more labor-intensive industries—not just 
manufacturing, but in services of increasingly higher skill—faster than trade creates them in 
expanding industries. Recent research by MIT economists Daron Acemoglu, David Autor, and co-
authors shows that such import shocks decimate local economies, causing higher 
unemployment, slower wage growth, and straining social expenditures and tax revenues. 
 
TPP goes far beyond mere tariffs and trade 
 
All sides agree TPP’s most significant provisions address “behind the border” measures—not 
what happens between countries, but how the economic rules will work within countries.  
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To highlight two major issues, first is TPP’s investor–state dispute settlement mechanism (ISDS). 
Here, Elizabeth Warren and progressives are joined by the likes of the Cato Institute and The 
Economist magazine in raising concerns that ISDS serves to empower global businesses against 
public regulation. Understandably, global businesses would like assurance against expropriation 
and discriminatory treatment where rule of law is underdeveloped. But they can already buy 
private insurance against such risks. That USTR also insists on ISDS in an agreement with Europe, 
where no one questions legal standards, reveals the lie that this is about protecting investor 
rights, rather than expanding them.  
 
Second is TPP’s expansive intellectual property protections. Economic research is clear that 
patents do not increase innovation or growth. Rather, they serve to raise consumer prices and 
restrain competition. The agreement reportedly will allow “ever-greening” of drug patents and 
aim for more stringent exclusivity for biosimilar medicines than even President Obama’s budget 
proposed, meaning less access to medicines and slower development of new ones in TPP 
members and beyond. 
 
TPP tackles 21st century foreign policy challenges with a 20th century mindset 
 
Proponents also argue TPP’s importance to buttressing Asia-Pacific allies with an implicit 
economic ring-fence around China’s rising power and influence. It’s a Cold War containment 
strategy, but in the 21st century the United States is no longer the epicenter of the world 
economy. China’s economic transformation under authoritarian capitalism and expanding 
geopolitical influence pose real foreign and economic challenges for the United States. A 
strategic agreement countering China’s rising influence, to be effective, requires two things: 
First, it must truly set high standards for international trade and investment; second, it must 
largely exclude China from the benefits, diverting investment and trade to TPP countries, 
thereby enticing China to rise to TPP standards. TPP does neither.  
 
Chinese officials and technocrats are as enthusiastic about TPP as the Business Roundtable. 
That’s because the 1 percent in both countries stand to gain hugely from a deal allowing both to 
expand supply chains into lower-cost developing Asia.  
 
TPP will not lock-in a U.S. advantage. China is already more integrated than the U.S. with TPP 
countries: their total trade in the region nearly doubles ours, and they outpace us in foreign 
direct investment in all members except Canada and Mexico. Integration with TPP countries 
means that Chinese producers can enjoy the agreement’s benefits by investing in or trading 
through TPP countries, without reciprocating to TPP’s preferential terms. How big an economy is 
and its geographical proximity to others—the “gravitational factors”—matter much more for 
international trade patterns than do agreements like TPP. China will be bigger, grow faster, and 
be geographically and culturally closer to these countries no matter what we do.  
 
Last, American-led TPP does little to out-compete the influence bought with China’s nearly $300 
billion commitment to development financing in the Asia Infrastructure Investment Bank and 
other initiatives. U.S. officials strategically sought to brow-beat allies into shunning China’s 
proposal. They earned no coalition of the unwilling, just a diplomatic blunder isolating us from 
the global community and losing us a seat at the table. Now, they are worried about damaging 
America’s reputation if Congress rejects TPP?  
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What to do with a bad agreement?  
 
Those marching TPP toward passage are right that strengthening international relationships is 
essential for ongoing U.S. leadership—be it economic, political, or cultural. No American should 
relish a failure to build deeper, more open relations with foreign partners, nor should we retreat 
from trying. But getting to a deal that serves more than the narrow interests of big corporations, 
their CEOs and shareholders will require Americans be willing to walk away from the written 
without their voice. 
 
Adam S. Hersh is Senior Economist at the Roosevelt Institute and a visiting scholar at Columbia 
University’s Initiative for Policy Dialogue.  



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I *should* be - although I’m having an appliance delivered sometime that day, so i will know better on 
Wednesday night/Thursday morning

From: "<Da Costa>", Ricky <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 11:20 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yes, if he is game
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Are you going to be with MBDB at FTN?  Could we get you to record a 6-second Vine when he’s backstage
- just saying “I’m about to go on Face the Nation to talk about rewarding work & not wealth.  Sign on at
ProgressiveAgenda.us today!"



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Before the next planning meeting so MBDB doesn’t yell at me!
 

From: "<Da Costa>", "Da Costa, Ricky" <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 3:08 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
If this is regarding TPA presidential forum - is there any way to do it earlier in the week than Thursday?
 

From: "<Da Costa>", "Da Costa, Ricky" <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 11:20 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil
 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
sure
 

From: "<Da Costa>", "Da Costa, Ricky" <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 3:48 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Before the next planning meeting so MBDB doesn’t yell at me!
 

From: "<Da Costa>", "Da Costa, Ricky" <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 3:08 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
If this is regarding TPA presidential forum - is there any way to do it earlier in the week than Thursday?
 

From: "<Da Costa>", "Da Costa, Ricky" <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 11:20 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil
 



 



From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Hi all!

We are delayed for this meeting!

R

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:
Where:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
sure
 

From: "<Da Costa>", "Da Costa, Ricky" <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 3:48 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Before the next planning meeting so MBDB doesn’t yell at me!
 

From: "<Da Costa>", "Da Costa, Ricky" <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 3:08 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
If this is regarding TPA presidential forum - is there any way to do it earlier in the week than



Thursday?
 

From: "<Da Costa>", "Da Costa, Ricky" <RDaCosta@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 11:20 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Meeting with Tom/Andrea/Phil
 

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Be nice to other dems!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Please gather!
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
When:

Where:
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Date:
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To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

And your broader 2014 answer for both sides of the aisles. I’ll connect
with you tomorrow and have this in a 1 pager
 

This presidential election we need blunt talk and real
solutions. The candidate who makes this election about
income inequality, the real struggles in people’s lives, and
provides the solution will be the winner.
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To:
Cc:

Subject:
 

Proposed answer on Rick Perry
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Proposed answer on Chris Christie
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REPUBLICANS RE: INCOME INEQUALITY:

CHRIS CHRISTIE





RAND PAUL



RICK PERRY





RICK SANTORUM
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From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Sir,
 
During your travel time today please review the poll and videos. Ronalie will pull up the videos. The
poll is in the binder under the “poll” tab. Dickerson’s pieces on HRC, the 1% and Warren are under
the “Dickerson” tab.  Dickerson was interviewed by Charlie Rose last night and I am typing up the
transcript. On it though he said Chris Christie is on a slow rise up.
 
Below are practice questions to get you in the zone and home bases, and proposed responses on
Perry and Christie.
 
Will talk later today
 
 
Income Inequality
Q: Pollsters and strategists in previous cycles told candidates that targeting the rich or talking too
much about income inequality isn’t a smart strategy. But this week’s NYT/CBS poll demonstrates
that income inequality is top of mind for voters. Do you think candidates will heed the warning?
 
Q. Are you concerned it will just be talking points? What are you listening for?
 
Q: A lot of people associate income inequality with class warfare. How does TPA address that
perception?  Why do you think so many people in your own city think you want to attack the
wealthiest New Yorkers?
 
Q: The only way to force candidates to focus on income inequality is to make voters care about it. 
Many voters back specific items that address inequality, but not the mantra itself. How will
TPA/Contract with America make battling income inequality a priority?
 
Q: Are you trying to spur a new movement? What do you think an income inequality movement
should look like?
 
Q: How will you convince voters and the candidates to support with your proposals to tax the
wealthy?
 
Q: How would you grade the Obama Administration on income inequality?
 
Democratic Field
Q: What do you need to hear from Hillary Clinton before you’ll endorse her?
 



Q. Will you be attending Clinton’s speech on June 13? Have you spoken with her?
 
Q: Will you endorse any Democrat this primary season? Where does O’Malley stand in the mix?
 
Q. Given the policies you support, why haven’t you endorsed Bernie Sanders?
 
Q: What is it going to take to pull Hillary Clinton to the left? How will you do that with TPA?
 
Q: Do you think she should be running her primary campaign against the Republicans or the other
Democrats?
 
Republican Field
Q: We’re hearing Republicans talk a lot more about poverty and income inequality this cycle
compared to 2012. Which candidate do you think has the potential to resonate with voters?
 
Q: Last November you said, “I think Rand Paul, although I could not disagree with him more on a
host of issues, I do think he evinces a certain authenticity that any good Democrat should worry
about. I thought, when, for example, speaking up for the drone issue, regardless of what you think
about what he said, there was a willingness to risk there, and it seemed to connect to a real
ideology. ” Talk more about his strength as a candidate?
 
Mayoral Coalition
 
Q: You oppose the President’s trade agenda in your Contract with America, but most big city mayors
across the country support it. How do you reconcile that with your fellow mayors?
 
Crime
Q: To what do you attribute rising crime rates not only in New York City, but in other cities across
the country?
 
MAIN POINTS TO LAND:
We need an economy that rewards WORK and not just wealth. 
 

There’s no two ways about it: we have an economic crisis in this
country and it is a profound threat to this country and its future.

- We have now worse income inequality than at the time of the stock market crash in
1929.
 

2. Here’s the hard truth.  If you’re going to reduce the income gap, you need:

- More investment in programs and policies that lift the floor for working people (paid
sick leave, $15 min wage, child care) and

- More revenue from those at the very top – millionaires, billionaires, and wealthy
corporations (close carried interest loophole, the Buffett Rule, closing the CEO pay



loophole). 

3.  (As the most recent poll reaffirms) The Progressive Agenda is the American Agenda. This
presidential election we need blunt talk and real solutions. The candidate who makes
this election about income inequality, the real struggles in people’s lives, and provides
the solution will be the winner. 

- In 2014, overall voter turnout was the worst it’s been since World War II.
- Candidates did not honestly say to the people of this country, here's a crisis and we're

going to do very specific things about it. We're going to be willing to take on those who
are wealthy and ask them to do their fair share. We're going to be willing to take on
corporations that are not being fair to their workers.

- Inviting Americans to be a part of this at Progressiveagenda.us
 
Transitions

There’s no reason that a multi-millionaire sitting by the pool at their beach house should be
paying a lower rate of taxes than the woman who cleans their home. 

 
Key Stats/ Examples

•  Nationally, the share of the vote of core Democratic constituencies – including African
Americans, Hispanics, unmarried women, and young voters – dropped from 2012 to 2014.
Low turnout among our base was a key factor in our losses. Many Democrats stayed at
home and didn’t bother to vote.

In my city, 46 percent of people at or near the poverty level, one paycheck away.
A typical American family, in real income terms, is making less today than they were a quarter
century ago.
The wealthiest one percent captured 91% of all the income gains since the Great Recession
ended.
And now we have the greatest income disparity since the 1920s – and it’s getting worse.
Not red state/blue state issues. Minimum Wage - In 2014, four states passed minimum wage
increases by referenda. They were all red states.

 
Proposed answer on Rick Perry

• Look more than his lapses in debates, a bigger concern for the Perry campaign should be
how out-of-touch he is with American voters on issues like a federal minimum wage. (Perry
has said, “ I don’t think it is the government’s business to be setting the minimum wage out
there”)

• The current minimum wage in NY is $8.75. In Texas it is $7.25 an hour—the federal
minimum. Hard- working families can’t get by on so little.

• As we just saw from last week’s poll, a majority of Americans are yearning for the
government to do more to reduce the gap between the rich and the poor (nearly 6 in 10).
This presidential election we need blunt talk and real solutions.

 
Proposed answer on Chris Christie

• Certainly bridgegate was of concern to residents in my region.



• But we shouldn’t just be focusing on the scandal but his positions that fly in the face of the
needs of hardworking Americans.

• Under my administration we’ve brought Paid Sick Leave to thousands of New Yorkers. And
nationally a vast majority of Americans support requiring employers to offer paid sick leave
to employees who are ill (85%)

• But as recent as March, Chris Christie has said he  wouldn’t require businesses to pay for
paid sick leave, claiming it is too expensive for businesses.
 http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/03/-
_at_town_hall_christie_says_his_prognosis_for_pai.html

• Paid sick leave makes businesses more competitive, not less, and ensures higher
productivity among workers
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NYT/CBS News Poll Key points

Inequality Troubles Americans Across
Party Lines, Times/CBS Poll Finds





 
 
 
 
 

Americans’ Views on Income Inequality and Workers’ Rights
Americans overwhelmingly favor a variety of proposals aimed at strengthening workers’ rights,
including paid sick leave and paid family leave, the latest New York Times/CBS News poll finds. A
majority, moreover, continues to support raising the federal minimum wage to $10.10. JUNE 3,



2015 

The nationwide telephone poll was conducted on landlines and cellphones May 28-31 with 1,022
adults and has a margin of sampling error of plus or minus three percentage points. Full
methodology.
 

Most Americans say that it is mainly just a few people at the top who have a chance to get ahead
and that the money and wealth in this country should be more evenly distributed.

The vast majority of Democrats and most independents say wealth should be more evenly
distributed, but Republicans are closely split.

Which comes closer to your view? In today's economy, everyone has a fair chance to get ahead in
the long run, or in today's economy, it's mainly just a few people at the top who have a chance to
get ahead?

Anyone can get ahead

35%
Just a few people at the top have a chance to get ahead

61%
Do you feel that the distribution of money and wealth in this country is fair, or do you feel that the
money and wealth in this country should be more evenly distributed among more people?

Fair

27%
Should be more even

66%

7%
When it comes to the availability of good jobs for American workers, some say that America's best
years are behind us. Others say the best times are yet to come. What do you think?

Best behind

46%
Yet to come

47%

7%
Do you think the gap between the rich and the poor in the United States is getting larger, getting
smaller or has stayed the same?

Getting larger

67%
Getting smaller
Stayed the same

25%



Don't know/No answer
Do you think the gap between rich and poor in this country is a problem that needs to be addressed
now, a problem but one that does not need to be addressed now or not a problem?

Addressed now

65%
Not addressed now

16%
Not a problem

17%
Don't know/No answer
Should the government do more to reduce the gap between the rich and the poor in this country or
is this something the government should not be doing?

Reduce gap

57%
Should not

39%
Do you favor or oppose raising taxes on people earning more than $1 million per year?

Favor

68%
Oppose

30%
Do you favor or oppose raising taxes on financial transactions like the sale of stocks or bonds?

Favor

33%
Oppose

59%

8%
Do you favor or oppose limiting the amount of money earned by top executives at large
corporations?

Favor

50%
Oppose

45%
When you think about your own personal finances over the next few months, do you feel very
confident, somewhat confident, somewhat uneasy, or very uneasy?

Very confident

21%
Somewhat confident

35%



Somewhat uneasy

26%
Very uneasy

16%
Don't know/No answer
Workers’ Rights
Americans overwhelmingly favor requiring employers to offer paid sick leave to employees who are
ill and paid leave to parents of new children and employees caring for sick family members. A
majority, moreover, continues to support raising the federal minimum wage to $10.10.

However, most oppose requiring fast food chains and other hourly employers to pay workers at
least $15 an hour.

As you may know, the federal minimum wage is currently $7.25 an hour. Do you favor or oppose
raising the minimum wage to $10.10?

Favor

71%
Oppose

26%
Do you favor or oppose requiring employers to offer paid leave to parents of new children and
employees caring for sick family members?

Favor

80%
Oppose

17%
Do you favor or oppose requiring employers to offer paid sick leave to employees who are ill?

Favor

85%
Oppose

14%
Do you favor or oppose requiring fast-food chains and other hourly employers to pay workers at
least $15 per hour?

Favor

38%
Oppose

60%
Do you favor or oppose requiring chain stores and fast-food outlets to give workers at least two
weeks' notice of any changes in their work schedules or provide them with extra pay?

Favor



72%
Oppose

25%
Do you think labor unions have too much influence, too little influence, or about the right amount of
influence on American life and politics today?

Too much

37%
Too little

25%
Right amount

29%
Don't know/No answer

9%
Do you think large corporations have too much influence, too little influence, or about the right
amount of influence on American life and politics today?

Too much

74%
Too little
Right amount

20%
Don't know/No answer
By law, a union must protect and bargain on behalf of all workers in a place of employment where
the union exists, whether or not they are members. Should all workers be required to pay union fees
in exchange for these benefits, even if they choose not to join the union, or should workers who
don’t want to join the union be able to opt out of paying fees, even though they receive the
benefits?

Required to pay union fees

40%
Able to opt out

54%

6%

International Trade
Most Americans continue to say that trade restrictions are necessary to protect domestic industries.
But the large majority of Americans haven’t heard or read much, or anything at all, about the Trans-
Pacific Partnership.

Which of the following statements comes closer to your opinion?Trade restrictions are necessary to
protect domestic industries.Free trade must be allowed, even if domestic industries are hurt by
foreign competition.
Restriction necessary



63%
Free trade must be allowed

30%

6%
Do you favor or oppose Nafta — the North American Free Trade Agreement between Mexico,
Canada, and the United States, or don't you know enough about NAFTA to say?

Favor

22%
Oppose

14%
Don't know enough to say

63%
Don't know/No answer
Do you favor or oppose giving the president authority to negotiate international trade deals that
Congress can only approve or disapprove, but not change?

Favor

42%
Oppose

55%
As you may know, the Obama administration is negotiating a trade agreement with 11 countries
bordering on the Pacific called the Trans–Pacific Partnership. How much have you heard or read
about the Trans–Pacific Partnership – a lot, some, not much or nothing at all?

A lot

6%
Some

16%
Not much

30%
Nothing at all

48%
Don't know/No answer
From what you have heard or read, do you think the Trans–Pacific Partnership trade agreement
would increase the number of jobs available in the United States, decrease the number of jobs
available, or won't it make much difference?

Increase

16%
Decrease

22%
Won't make much difference

29%



Don't know/No answer

33%
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Specifics match our rent platform: 

"We must eliminate vacancy decontrol or at the very least significantly
raise vacancy decontrol thresholds; further limit vacancy bonuses to
ensure landlords aren’t rewarded financially for schemes to force tenants
out; make major capital improvements and individual apartment
improvement surcharges that go away once recovered by landlords,
instead of ways of artificially raising a unit’s monthly rent; and make the
preferential rent operate as the legal rent for the life of the tenancy.
These should be foundational elements of any new rent regulation
legislation."
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To: 
Subject: 

NYDN: OpEd: My affordable housing agenda: Gov.
Cuomo lays out his plan to keep rents in line with
what New Yorkers can pay
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Dickerson taped his piece with Christie yesterday. Here is what is available as first look:

FIRST LOOK - John Dickerson, debuting tomorrow as host of "Face the Nation," to New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie, taped yesterday in N.H.: "Hillary Clinton mentioned you and said you and other
Republicans are trying to make it harder for people to vote. What's your reaction to that?"

CHRISTIE: "Well, first, she doesn't know what she's talking about. ... [T]he fact is that the folks in
New Jersey have plenty of an opportunity to vote. And maybe, you know, if she took some questions
some places and learned some things, maybe she wouldn't make such ridiculous statements."

DICKERSON: "So your son jokes that New Hampshire is your second home, basically. So you're a
truth-teller. Why don't you just say you're running?"

CHRISTIE: "Because I haven't made my mind up yet, John. But I've told people, I'm going to make my
mind up this month. ... And let's remember something: We're still eight months away from anybody
voting. So let's everybody take a deep breath. It'll all be fine."

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Dickerson is on the campaign trail in manchester, new hampshire. He is, as you know, the political
director of cbs news and chief political commentator for slate and on sunday he takes over as
anchor of "face the nation." I am pleased to have him back on this program. and congratulations
once again. tell me what should I expect on "face the nation" on sunday? 
 
Thanks, charlie.
 
Dickerson:  I think you should expect pretty much the same thing we have been doing at "face the
nation" for 60 years, which is figuring out what the news, inviting the newsmakers on and
asking questions people want asked and hopefully squeezing the answers out of them. So that's
pretty much what bob did, and I'll try and stay focused on that, too. 
 
Rose: all right, tell me what's going on with jeb bush, first. 
 
Dickerson: With jeb bush what he's trying to do is get another bite at the apple, get into the
news cycle. he's not actually announcing until the 15th of june, and one of the things we're
starting to see a little bit is with such a wide field the question is where are each of these candidates
going to put the majority of their chips in terms of having early victories in the first contests. and I



think jeb bush, we're going to start to see some of that after his announcement just in terms of
where he starts to spend his time. 
 
Rose: will new hampshire be a likely choice? 
 
Dickerson:  it will be a likely choice for jeb bush, and then that will be interesting because there
are other candidates who are trying to do that. and chris christie is one.
 
 Rose: where is the christie candidacy today?
 
Dickerson: it is on a slow climb up the roller coaster. I mean, you remember when he
was considered the party savior in 2011. people weren't  excited for romney. They wanted him to
jump in the race. a group of wise men sat him down and said,"please, you must run." he decided he
wasn't ready, and after mitt romney lost, mitt romney said he was going to be the savior of the
party, mitt romney did, and bridge-gate hit. people are worried he's too risky a bet. even though
bridge-gate didn't turn into a big problem for him personally-- in other words, there's not somebody
who has an indictment out for him--  he is just unpredictable. The other problem is he's
not considered conservative enough for conservatives. he's trying to grind it out in new hampshire.
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This one shows how Democratic caucusgoers DO want to hear about it - but Republican caucusgoers 
don’t… 



Jeff Manza, sociology 
professor, New York 
University Especially wide divergences emerge on a few 
issues.

Ninety percent of Democrats say they want to hear candidates 
talk about income inequality — making it the No. 2 issue among 
the party's likely caucusgoers. For likely Republican 
caucusgoers, though, income inequality ranks 19th out of the 20 



issues tested by the poll, with 36% of respondents saying they 
wish candidates would devote a lot of time talking about it.

"It's one of the top problems in America today, and it's a 
problem that affects all of us," Democratic respondent Jeremy 
Knipper said of income inequality. He's a small-business 
executive from Waukee. "I think that in a lot of ways, the ability 
to achieve the American dream is a bit of a sham these days."

But Wells, a 29-year-old business owner from Fonda, in 
northwest Iowa, said he believes income, wealth and economic 
success depend on individual initiative and that government 
intervention is unnecessary to address inequality.

"America doesn't hold you back. It doesn't hold you hostage. No 
one owes you nothing, and no one's giving you nothing," Wells 
said. "Go out and make yourself better. Don't expect the 
government to do it for you. To me, (income inequality) is not a 
big issue."



Social issues low on Iowa GOP list



About the Iowa Poll

The Des Moines Register

The Des Moines 
Register

Coming Wednesday
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Politics



Graphic | Electoral Paths for Hillary Clinton





Interactive Feature | Who Is Running for President (and
Who’s Not)?







Follow The New York Times Politics and Washington onFacebook and Twitter,
and sign up for the First Draft politics newsletter.

RELATED COVERAGE

Most Popular on NYTimes.com
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Politics
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Interactive Feature | Who Is Running for President (and Who’s Not)?







Follow The New York Times Politics and Washington onFacebook and Twitter, and sign up
for the First Draft politics newsletter.
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Most Popular on NYTimes.com



Back to top

Home

World

U.S.

Politics

The Upshot

New York

Opinion

Science

Health

Arts

Style

Photos





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

We can do Kramer and 880 when we can put on schedule. Everyone wants you. Can tee those that make 
sense up.

From: B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Sun, 7 Jun 2015 07:07:52 -0400
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "  <  
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Karen Hinton <khinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: NYT editorial

And that is very much appreciated. And as this points out, our disagreement with BB makes this 
harder. But we need to keep fighting back and you can put me in play any time you need
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Opinion

152





Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebookand Twitter, and sign up for the
Opinion Today newsletter.

RELATED COVERAGE

More In Opinion

Comments152
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If you could record a quick cell phone video of MBDB saying something like:

“I’m about to go on Face the Nation.  Tune in.  And then sign up at ProgressiveAgenda.us.  Thanks.”

Then Team TPA can turn it into a Vine & build our list.
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Yup. I'm recording
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+JR WN who are also onsite 
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Zachary Roth (@zackroth)
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From:
Date:
Subject: CBS NEWS: Face the Nation Transcripts June 7, 2015:
Christie, de Blasio 

Face the Nation Transcripts June 7, 2015: Christie, de Blasio
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We are doing Kramer soon. I hope so anyway. Otherwise, my life will be pure misery.

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Sun, 7 Jun 2015 17:39:23 +0000
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Karen Hinton <khinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Soliman, Sherif" <SSoliman@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: CBS NEWS: De Blasio: "We have a democracy problem in this country"

I'm sure Marcia Kramer will do a local story saying "today on Face the Nation, Mayor de Blasio pointedly 
failed to condemn the Stamford man who called 911 when an angry cat wouldn't let him enter his own 
home."

On Jun 7, 2015, at 1:26 PM, Hagelgans, Andrea <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Am getting line fixed
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It's great !

On Jun 7, 2015, at 1:04 PM, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

This summary ain't bad at all. Except pls make the fix the word "face" 
which is supposed to be "fact". And get ready to propose a voting reform 
package for the next legislative session

 

From
Sent



Subject

 
De Blasio: "We have a democracy problem in this country"





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Is the cat calmer now?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Am getting line fixed

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

This summary ain't bad at all. Except pls make the fix the
word "face" which is supposed to be "fact". And get ready to
propose a voting reform package for the next legislative
session



From
Sent
Subject

De Blasio: "We have a democracy problem in this
country"





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dickerson is interested in meeting you in person for off the record "meet and greet". Will work to
set up when convenient for you. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

This summary ain't bad at all. Except pls make the fix the word "face" which is supposed to be "fact".
And get ready to propose a voting reform package for the next legislative session

From
Sent
Subject

De Blasio: "We have a democracy problem in this country"





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

This makes me happy
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/city-hall/2015/06/8569611/de-blasio-floats-end-421



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Courtesy of Robert Reich… 

That’s the greatest concentration of wealth at the top than at any time since the
Gilded Age of the 1890s.

http://robertreich.org



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



From:
To:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

He was not aware of the 13th event when we prepped on Friday
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

We going? Invited?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Will one of you handle?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Howdy,
Does the mayor plan to attend Hillary Clinton's big policy speech Saturday? If so, has he
been invited to introduce her? If not, why?
 
 
Andrew J. Hawkins | Reporter
CRAIN'S NEW YORK BUSINESS
T: 212.210.0439 | F: 212.210.0799 
685 3rd Ave., NY, NY 10017
ahawkins@crainsnewyork.com | www.crainsnewyork.com
@andyjayhawk
Sign up for the new Morning Insider!
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/morning-insider
 







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I don’t think we would/should go… We need to hear her vision first - so being there would 
be kinda weird… I assume the only people invited to join her would be those who’ve 
endorsed her already, right?

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 3:31 PM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Saturday

We wdn’t be going to this though would we?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Just say – Sat sked rlsd later in week
Or not set yet
 
Right?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

For what it's worth, a Hillary spokesman said "we've got nothing for you right now" which 
seems to imply the mayor's attendance and/or participation is still up in the air, no?
 
 
 

From: Andrew Hawkins
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2015 3:20 PM
To: Walzak, Phil
Subject: Saturday
 
Hi Phil,
Does the mayor plan on attending Hillary Clinton's speech on Roosevelt Island Saturday? If 
so, will he be making any introduction or participating in any way?



 
Thanks.
 
 
Andrew J. Hawkins | Reporter
CRAIN'S NEW YORK BUSINESS
T: 212.210.0439 | F: 212.210.0799 
685 3rd Ave., NY, NY 10017
ahawkins@crainsnewyork.com | www.crainsnewyork.com
@andyjayhawk
Sign up for the new Morning Insider!
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/section/morning-insider
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Sorry - I’m not totally clear what you need here…

The Progressive Agenda itself is attached, if that’s helpful… 

The list of VIP “signers” so far is here:
http://progressiveagenda.us/signers

List of mayors who’ve signed on so far:
MAYORS
Steve Adler (Austin)
Ras Baraka (Newark)
Michael Brennan (Portland, Maine)
Betsy Hodges (Minneapolis)
Ed Murray (Seattle)
Pedro Segarra (Hartford)
Nan Whaley (Dayton)

And here’s some data from the NYT poll last week, which shows 
overwhelming support from Americans across the country for many of 
TPA’s planks:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->66 percent of all Americans 
believe that money and wealth should be distributed more 
evenly.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->65 percent believe the 
income gap must be addressed now.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->68 percent support higher 
taxes on millionaires.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->80 percent favor paid family
leave.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->85 percent back paid sick 
leave.

Full NYT poll:
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/03/business/income-

inequality-workers-rights-international-trade-poll.html

From: <Schwartz>, Regina <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 4:58 PM



To: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: NYT story today

GG Do we have a number here?
Jon were you able to loop with GA?
Thank you-
Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

John,

Per Gina, looping you in on getting background and a call sheet together for MBdB and Mayor Slay 
to connect on TPA this week.

Fed Affairs can help provide contact information! 

Best,

Georgia 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject

EL –
Is a call sheet needed here?
We will work on getting the cell number on Monday.
Thank you,
Gina



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Date:
To:

Cc:
Subject: Fw: NYT story today

Let's be vigilant, guys! Not the info re: Mayor Slay below. Good moment for me to call 
and commend and begin to build a relationship. Schedule for next week

From
Sent
To
Subject



OPEN Graphic

Graphic

Americans’ Views on Income Inequality and Workers’ Rights



OPEN Document

Document

A New York Times/CBS News Poll on Income Inequality and 
Workers’ Rights







About Our Agenda 
 

Income inequality is the crisis of our time, and we need bold, 
progressive solutions to address it. By harnessing the strength 

of a national progressive coalition, and using that to achieve 
success in the three pillars of The Progressive Agenda, we will 
make sure that the voice of every American is heard – not just 

those at the very top. 
 

To do this, we must lift the floor for working people, help 
working parents, fight for racial and economic justice, and 
champion a tax system that rewards work instead of just 

wealth. 
 

The Progressive Agenda is a set of proposals that build upon 
the work of dozens of economists, lawmakers and progressive 
activists, with the aim of addressing income inequality right 
now. 
 
Lift the Floor for Working People         
                                                    
·      Raise the federal minimum wage, so that it reaches 
$15/hour, while indexing it to inflation. 
·      Reform the National Labor Relations Act, to enhance 
workers’ right to organize and rebuild the middle class. 
·      Pass comprehensive immigration reform to grow the 
economy and protect against exploitation of low-wage 
workers. 
·      Oppose trade deals that hand more power to 
corporations at the expense of American jobs, workers’ rights, 
and the environment. 
·      Invest in schools, not jails -- and give a second chance to 
those coming home from prison. 
  



Support Working Families 
 
·      Pass national paid sick leave. 
·      Pass national paid family leave. 
·      Make Pre-K, after-school programs and childcare 
universal. 
·      Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit, and protect and 
expand Social Security. 
·      Allow students to refinance student loan debt to take 
advantage of lower interest rates, and support debt-free 
college. 
  
Tax Fairness 
 
·      Close the carried interest loophole. 
·      End tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. 
·      Implement the “Buffett Rule” so millionaires pay their fair 
share. 
·      Close the CEO tax loophole that allows corporations to 
take advantage of “performance pay” write-offs. 
 

### 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

No prob - Yes on tomorrow - thanks!

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 5:50 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Sorry we didn't connect today...

Tomorrow?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Gina -

I'm still working on the contact information. I got a number from their DC lobbyist, but not the cell
and direct. I'm back and forth on email and phone, and also calling the city directly. 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

GG Do we have a number here?
Jon were you able to loop with GA?
Thank you-
Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

John,

Per Gina, looping you in on getting background and a call sheet together for MBdB and Mayor Slay
to connect on TPA this week.

Fed Affairs can help provide contact information! 

Best,



Georgia 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject

EL –
Is a call sheet needed here?
We will work on getting the cell number on Monday.
Thank you,
Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Date:
To:

Cc:
Subject: Fw: NYT story today

Let's be vigilant, guys! Not the info re: Mayor Slay below. Good moment for me to call
and commend and begin to build a relationship. Schedule for next week

From
Sent
To



Subject



OPEN Graphic

Graphic

Americans’ Views on Income Inequality and Workers’ Rights



OPEN Document

Document

A New York Times/CBS News Poll on Income Inequality and
Workers’ Rights





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I'll follow up with you off the chain in a second. 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
When you say a call sheet - do you mean just a number for MBDB to call Slay?  Or are you thinking that 
MBDB & Slay would call a bunch of mayors to get them to sign onto TPA?

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7:14 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: NYT story today

Is the plan still for John's team to get the call sheet together for MBdB and Mayor Slay to connect on 
TPA and fed affairs to get the contact information? 

I'm still working on the contact, on my end. 

Let me know if I should keep pushing! 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 



Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Sorry - I’m not totally clear what you need here…

The Progressive Agenda itself is attached, if that’s helpful… 

The list of VIP “signers” so far is here:
http://progressiveagenda.us/signers

List of mayors who’ve signed on so far:
MAYORS
Steve Adler (Austin)
Ras Baraka (Newark)
Michael Brennan (Portland, Maine)
Betsy Hodges (Minneapolis)
Ed Murray (Seattle)
Pedro Segarra (Hartford)
Nan Whaley (Dayton)

And here’s some data from the NYT poll last week, which shows overwhelming 
support from Americans across the country for many of TPA’s planks:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->66 percent of all Americans 
believe that money and wealth should be distributed more 
evenly.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->65 percent believe the 
income gap must be addressed now.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->68 percent support higher 
taxes on millionaires.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->80 percent favor paid family
leave.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->85 percent back paid sick 
leave.

Full NYT poll:
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/03/business/income-

inequality-workers-rights-international-trade-poll.html

From: <Schwartz>, Regina <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 4:58 PM
To: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: NYT story today

GG Do we have a number here?
Jon were you able to loop with GA?
Thank you-
Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

John,

Per Gina, looping you in on getting background and a call sheet together for MBdB and Mayor Slay 
to connect on TPA this week.

Fed Affairs can help provide contact information! 

Best,

Georgia 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject

EL –
Is a call sheet needed here?
We will work on getting the cell number on Monday.
Thank you,



Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Date:
To:

Cc:
Subject: Fw: NYT story today

Let's be vigilant, guys! Not the info re: Mayor Slay below. Good moment for me to call 
and commend and begin to build a relationship. Schedule for next week

From
Sent
To
Subject



OPEN Graphic

Graphic

Americans’ Views on Income Inequality and Workers’ Rights



OPEN Document

Document

A New York Times/CBS News Poll on Income Inequality and 
Workers’ Rights







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I cut out. On a train back to DC and in the spotty service area. 

The way I read MBdB's message is to comment Mayor Slay on his minimum wage efforts and build a
relationship.

See the excerpt from the NYT article you sent over -

S ix in 10 Americans opposed requiring fast-food chains and other employers of hourly workers to
raise wages to at least $15 an hour, the aim of a two-and-a-half year nationwide campaign led in
part by a major union. (On Tuesday, Francis Slay, the mayor of St. Louis, threw his weight behind an
effort to gradually raise the minimum wage there to $15 an hour by 2020, following similar moves in
Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle in recent years.) 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject

I'm on a train but can call in a couple. Are you free to connect? 

I looked back and saw you likely didn't have this for context (see forward below). 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 



From
Sent
To
Subject

From:
Date:
To:

Cc:
Subject: Fw: NYT story today

Let's be vigilant, guys! Not the info re: Mayor Slay below. Good moment for me to call
and commend and begin to build a relationship. Schedule for next week

From
Sent
To
Subject



Graphic 

Americans’ Views on Income
Inequality and Workers’
Rights 

OPEN Graphic 



Document 

A New York Times/CBS
News Poll on Income
Inequality and Workers’
Rights 



OPEN Document 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

D’oh - looks like I totally missed the part about Slay raising min wage to $15 - that’s what he was referring 
to - I’m an idiot - I think I get what’s needed here… If you can get me the best number for Slay, I can put 
together call sheet

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7:39 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Fw: Fwd: NYT story today

I'm on a train but can call in a couple. Are you free to connect? 

I looked back and saw you likely didn't have this for context (see forward below). 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
We will send the call sheet if you think it is needed. And track down the number. Thanks

Begin forwarded message:

From: B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: June 6, 2015 at 2:31:48 PM EDT
To: "Yazgi, Stephanie" <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schwartz, Regina" 
<RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fw: NYT story today



Let's be vigilant, guys! Not the info re: Mayor Slay below. Good moment for me to call 
and commend and begin to build a relationship. Schedule for next week

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 



Graphic 

Americans’ Views on Income
Inequality and Workers’
Rights 

OPEN Graphic 



Document 

A New York Times/CBS
News Poll on Income
Inequality and Workers’
Rights 

OPEN Document 







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

All good! I'm working on the number, but unlikely I'll get it tonight - will need to bug ppl in the city 
tomorrow for it... 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject

Yep yep - got it now - sorry

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7:52 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Fwd: NYT story today

I cut out. On a train back to DC and in the spotty service area. 

The way I read MBdB's message is to comment Mayor Slay on his minimum wage efforts and build a 
relationship.

See the excerpt from the NYT article you sent over -

S ix in 10 Americans opposed requiring fast-food chains and other employers of hourly workers to 
raise wages to at least $15 an hour, the aim of a two-and-a-half year nationwide campaign led in 
part by a major union. (On Tuesday, Francis Slay, the mayor of St. Louis, threw his weight behind an 
effort to gradually raise the minimum wage there to $15 an hour by 2020, following similar moves in 
Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle in recent years.) 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 



New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
I'm on a train but can call in a couple. Are you free to connect? 

I looked back and saw you likely didn't have this for context (see forward below). 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
We will send the call sheet if you think it is needed. And track down the number. Thanks

Begin forwarded message:

From: B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: June 6, 2015 at 2:31:48 PM EDT
To: "Yazgi, Stephanie" <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Schwartz, Regina" 
<RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fw: NYT story today



Let's be vigilant, guys! Not the info re: Mayor Slay below. Good moment for me to call 
and commend and begin to build a relationship. Schedule for next week

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 



Graphic 

Americans’ Views on Income
Inequality and Workers’
Rights 

OPEN Graphic 



Document 

A New York Times/CBS
News Poll on Income
Inequality and Workers’
Rights 

OPEN Document 







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hillary’s Other Bill Problem

WILLIAM MCGURN





Write to mcgurn@wsj.com.
 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

 
JUN 8 2015, 3:23 PM ET







--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)



From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Here’s the call sheet - just need number

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 8:02 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: NYT story today

Closing the loop here! 

John is getting the call sheet together and I'm bugging ppl tonight and tomorrow (if needed) for an 
acceptable number, which I'll get to John for the call info. 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
When you say a call sheet - do you mean just a number for MBDB to call Slay?  Or are you thinking that 
MBDB & Slay would call a bunch of mayors to get them to sign onto TPA?

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7:14 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Subject: Re: NYT story today

Is the plan still for John's team to get the call sheet together for MBdB and Mayor Slay to connect on 
TPA and fed affairs to get the contact information? 

I'm still working on the contact, on my end. 

Let me know if I should keep pushing! 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Sorry - I’m not totally clear what you need here…

The Progressive Agenda itself is attached, if that’s helpful… 

The list of VIP “signers” so far is here:
http://progressiveagenda.us/signers

List of mayors who’ve signed on so far:
MAYORS
Steve Adler (Austin)
Ras Baraka (Newark)
Michael Brennan (Portland, Maine)
Betsy Hodges (Minneapolis)
Ed Murray (Seattle)
Pedro Segarra (Hartford)
Nan Whaley (Dayton)

And here’s some data from the NYT poll last week, which shows overwhelming 
support from Americans across the country for many of TPA’s planks:

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->66 percent of all Americans 
believe that money and wealth should be distributed more 
evenly.



<!--[if !supportLists]-->·     <!--[endif]-->65 percent believe the 
income gap must be addressed now.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->68 percent support higher 
taxes on millionaires.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->80 percent favor paid family
leave.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·    <!--[endif]-->85 percent back paid sick 
leave.

Full NYT poll:
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/03/business/income-

inequality-workers-rights-international-trade-poll.html

From: <Schwartz>, Regina <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 4:58 PM
To: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: NYT story today

GG Do we have a number here?
Jon were you able to loop with GA?
Thank you-
Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

John,

Per Gina, looping you in on getting background and a call sheet together for MBdB and Mayor Slay 
to connect on TPA this week.

Fed Affairs can help provide contact information! 

Best,

Georgia 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 



New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject

EL –
Is a call sheet needed here?
We will work on getting the cell number on Monday.
Thank you,
Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Date:
To:

Cc:
Subject: Fw: NYT story today

Let's be vigilant, guys! Not the info re: Mayor Slay below. Good moment for me to call 
and commend and begin to build a relationship. Schedule for next week

From
Sent
To
Subject



Graphic

Americans’ Views on Income Inequality and Workers’ Rights



OPEN Graphic



OPEN Document

Document

A New York Times/CBS News Poll on Income Inequality and 
Workers’ Rights





 1 

Francis Slay  
Mayor of St. Louis  
 
Personal Line: Main Phone:  
 
Assistant:  
 
Notes:  
 
Mayor of St. Louis since 2001 – he is the first person to be elected to that 
office for four consecutive terms. 
 
Most recently re-elected in 2013 (got 54% of the vote in a competitive D 
primary; 84% in the general). 
 
Credited with leading the rejuvenation of downtown St. Louis. 
 
He is also a national voice on gun issues with Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns. 
 
Slay recently called for a $15 minimum wage in St. Louis.   It is not clear 
whether or not this proposal will be enacted – legislative and legal 
challenges remain – but it’s a bold step in the right direction regardless.  
 
 
TPA notes:  
List of mayors who’ve signed on so far: 
Steve Adler (Austin) 
Ras Baraka (Newark) 
Michael Brennan (Portland, Maine) 
Betsy Hodges (Minneapolis) 
Ed Murray (Seattle) 
Pedro Segarra (Hartford) 
Nan Whaley (Dayton) 
 
 
 
 



 2 

Recent CBS/NYT data showing wide support for TPA 
approach/proposals:  
 
·      66 percent of all Americans believe that money and wealth should 
be distributed more evenly. 
·      65 percent believe the income gap must be addressed now. 
·      68 percent support higher taxes on millionaires. 
·      80 percent favor paid family leave. 
·      85 percent back paid sick leave. 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Just FYI - we now have 3,118 “regular people” signed on to TPA…  And no, that's not a typo!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Agreed. We are going to be fielding a lot of incoming in addition to him wanting to go proactive.
John, do you all have scenarios mapped outv

From
Sent
To
Subject

We need a sharper plan to pump up TPA against backdrop of her speech
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hmmm…
 
You’re right - it certainly would be… But would give us a huge megaphone for TPA at a very hot time… It all
comes down to what we guess she’s gonna say… 
 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:13 AM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe,
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: MTP Question
 
MTP and ABC both want Mayor for Sunday. I don’t think he should do. Would just be reaction to
HRC speech from Saturday
IMHO
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey Rebecca and Andrea,
 
I’m just checking in to see what is the Mayor’s availability this Sunday.  Clearly, it’s early in the week
but his name came up in our meeting this morning and I wanted to reach out just in case.
 
Thanks,
 



 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Regardless still need a plan
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
:/

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:36 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: MTP Question

We should NOT do this!!

On Jun 9, 2015, at 11:16 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Hmmm…

You’re right - it certainly would be… But would give us a huge megaphone for TPA at a very 
hot time… It all comes down to what we guess she’s gonna say… 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:13 AM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: MTP Question

MTP and ABC both want Mayor for Sunday. I don’t think he should do. Would just be 
reaction to HRC speech from Saturday
IMHO
 

From:
Sent:



To:
Subject:
 
Hey Rebecca and Andrea,
 
I’m just checking in to see what is the Mayor’s availability this Sunday.  Clearly, it’s early 
in the week but his name came up in our meeting this morning and I wanted to reach 
out just in case.
 
Thanks,
 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

JDC, can you and I meet and hash out a plan around her Saturday speech and take it back to this
group and then him? I could meet this afternoon or tomorrow
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
You guys are so negative!  :)
 
It’s not being harsh if we say that we were heartened to hear her talk about A, B, & C - but that
we’re waiting to see the policy proposals that she lays out on D, E, and F… 
 
Maybe I’m nuts & have drunk the boss’ kool-aid, but the press is going to needle us about an
endorsement anyway - so why not take to a really high-profile venue & talk about the progressive
movement in our own words?
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:41 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: MTP Question
 
Without a more solid plan of attack we are going to generate unintended and undesired news –
what does BdB think of HRC speech? Did you like what you heard? Yes, ok where is endorsement?
No, ok why are you shitting on her again?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
:/
 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:36 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Subject: Re: MTP Question
 
We should NOT do this!!

On Jun 9, 2015, at 11:16 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Hmmm…
 
You’re right - it certainly would be… But would give us a huge megaphone for TPA at a very
hot time… It all comes down to what we guess she’s gonna say… 
 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:13 AM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: MTP Question
 
MTP and ABC both want Mayor for Sunday. I don’t think he should do. Would just be
reaction to HRC speech from Saturday
IMHO
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey Rebecca and Andrea,
 
I’m just checking in to see what is the Mayor’s availability this Sunday.  Clearly, it’s early
in the week but his name came up in our meeting this morning and I wanted to reach
out just in case.
 
Thanks,
 

 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

There is a much deeper problem here besides punking HRC or not
 
We (this is all of us, not an accusation!) haven’t figured how to move ball fwd on TPA
Newts contract had candidates in races who signed the agenda, then went back to their districts and
campaigned on it, then won elections on it, then voted on it in Congress.  A constant loud sustained
drumbeat on message and legislative/political success.
 
We aint got that, and we need something like it stat
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Harsh isn't the point. 
We can't let her have her day in media and then respond? Cmon.
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
You guys are so negative!  :)
 
It’s not being harsh if we say that we were heartened to hear her talk about A, B, & C - but that
we’re waiting to see the policy proposals that she lays out on D, E, and F… 
 
Maybe I’m nuts & have drunk the boss’ kool-aid, but the press is going to needle us about an
endorsement anyway - so why not take to a really high-profile venue & talk about the progressive
movement in our own words?
 

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:41 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: MTP Question
 
Without a more solid plan of attack we are going to generate unintended and undesired news –
what does BdB think of HRC speech? Did you like what you heard? Yes, ok where is endorsement?
No, ok why are you shitting on her again?



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
:/
 

From: <Wolfe>, Emma <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:36 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: MTP Question
 
We should NOT do this!!

On Jun 9, 2015, at 11:16 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Hmmm…
 
You’re right - it certainly would be… But would give us a huge megaphone for TPA at a very
hot time… It all comes down to what we guess she’s gonna say… 
 

From: <Hagelgans>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 11:13 AM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FW: MTP Question
 
MTP and ABC both want Mayor for Sunday. I don’t think he should do. Would just be
reaction to HRC speech from Saturday
IMHO
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hey Rebecca and Andrea,
 
I’m just checking in to see what is the Mayor’s availability this Sunday.  Clearly, it’s early
in the week but his name came up in our meeting this morning and I wanted to reach



out just in case.
 
Thanks,
 

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Trying to get Robert Greenwald going on his project - and asking Stephanie to help rope in a handful of our 
favorite mayors… I floated the idea to MBDB this weekend, and he wanted more details/wasn’t leaping at 
it - but I figure if we build it the right way, he’ll dig it… Wanted to send something like this around to our 
progressive mayors’ list.. What do you think?

====

Robert Greenwald, founder and President of Brave New Films, is a supporter of The Progressive Agenda.
 
Robert is a brilliant, award-winning filmmaker from Los Angeles who - after a career of making dozens of 
feature films - turned his efforts to progressive documentary filmmaking - including Outfoxed: Rupert 
Murdoch’s War on Journalism; Wal-Mart: The High Cost of Low Price; and Koch Brothers Exposed.  Robert 
recently produced the short film Racism Is Real, which has been a viral sensation.
 
Now, in concert with The Progressive Agenda, Robert is in the process of making a short (5-10 minute) film 
that shines a light on the fact that the top 25 hedge fund managers earned more money last year than all 
of the Kindergarten teachers in America COMBINED.
 
Robert is hoping to film Kindergarten teachers in various cities around the country, including New York City 
and (YOUR CITY).  The plan is to launch this new film at "premier parties” (whether in-person, or virtual) in 
a half-dozen cities across the country.
 
He’d like your help in identifying teachers to interview, as well as your help in planning for the premier, 
which will be the week of September 7th.  There will be a national day of screenings, and discussions 
about this issue and how it relates to our fight to combat income inequality.
 
So to summarize, we'd like participating mayors to:
 
1.  Host an in-person screening.
2.  Participate in a national online stream, where we connect the mayors and cities that are participating.
3.  Assign a staff person with whom we can work out the details for this national day of 
premiers/discussions/press coverage.
AND/OR
4.  Help identify Kindergarten teachers in your city (and contacts for them), if you’d like them featured in 
the film.
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Here you go

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 12:36 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: NYT story today

Can someone turn this into a call sheet and I will add it to other calls?
thanks
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Here’s the call sheet - just need number
 

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 8:02 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: NYT story today
 
Closing the loop here! 

John is getting the call sheet together and I'm bugging ppl tonight and tomorrow (if needed) for an 
acceptable number, which I'll get to John for the call info. 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 



Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
When you say a call sheet - do you mean just a number for MBDB to call Slay?  Or are you thinking that 
MBDB & Slay would call a bunch of mayors to get them to sign onto TPA?
 

From: <Gann>, Georgia <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7:14 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: NYT story today
 
Is the plan still for John's team to get the call sheet together for MBdB and Mayor Slay to connect on 
TPA and fed affairs to get the contact information? 

I'm still working on the contact, on my end. 

Let me know if I should keep pushing! 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 
 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Sorry - I’m not totally clear what you need here…
 
The Progressive Agenda itself is attached, if that’s helpful… 
 



The list of VIP “signers” so far is here:
http://progressiveagenda.us/signers
 
List of mayors who’ve signed on so far:
MAYORS
Steve Adler (Austin)
Ras Baraka (Newark)
Michael Brennan (Portland, Maine)
Betsy Hodges (Minneapolis)
Ed Murray (Seattle)
Pedro Segarra (Hartford)
Nan Whaley (Dayton)
 
And here’s some data from the NYT poll last week, which shows overwhelming 
support from Americans across the country for many of TPA’s planks:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->66 percent of all Americans believe that money 
and wealth should be distributed more evenly.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->65 percent believe the income gap must be 
addressed now.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->68 percent support higher taxes on millionaires.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->80 percent favor paid family leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->85 percent back paid sick leave.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]--> 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Full NYT poll:
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]--

>http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06/03/business/income-
inequality-workers-rights-international-trade-poll.html

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]--> 
 

From: <Schwartz>, Regina <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 4:58 PM
To: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John 
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: NYT story today
 
GG Do we have a number here?
Jon were you able to loop with GA?
Thank you-
Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:



Cc:
Subject:

John,

Per Gina, looping you in on getting background and a call sheet together for MBdB and Mayor Slay 
to connect on TPA this week.

Fed Affairs can help provide contact information! 

Best,

Georgia 

Georgia B. Gann 
Senior Legislative Advisor 
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist 
New York City Office of Federal Affairs 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350 
Tel. (202) 624-5912 
Cell. (347) 497-1740 
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject

EL –
Is a call sheet needed here?
We will work on getting the cell number on Monday.
Thank you,
Gina
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

From:
Date:
To:



Cc:
Subject: Fw: NYT story today

Let's be vigilant, guys! Not the info re: Mayor Slay below. Good moment for me to call 
and commend and begin to build a relationship. Schedule for next week

From
Sent
To
Subject



OPEN Graphic

Graphic

Americans’ Views on Income Inequality and Workers’ Rights



OPEN Document

Document

A New York Times/CBS News Poll on Income Inequality and 
Workers’ Rights







 1 

Francis Slay  
Mayor of St. Louis  
 
Personal Line: Main Phone:  
 
Assistant:  
 
Notes:  
 
Mayor of St. Louis since 2001 – he is the first person to be elected to that 
office for four consecutive terms. 
 
Most recently re-elected in 2013 (got 54% of the vote in a competitive D 
primary; 84% in the general). 
 
Credited with leading the rejuvenation of downtown St. Louis. 
 
He is also a national voice on gun issues with Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns. 
 
Slay recently called for a $15 minimum wage in St. Louis.   It is not clear 
whether or not this proposal will be enacted – legislative and legal 
challenges remain – but it’s a bold step in the right direction regardless.  
 
 
TPA notes:  
List of mayors who’ve signed on so far: 
Steve Adler (Austin) 
Ras Baraka (Newark) 
Michael Brennan (Portland, Maine) 
Betsy Hodges (Minneapolis) 
Ed Murray (Seattle) 
Pedro Segarra (Hartford) 
Nan Whaley (Dayton) 
 
 
 
 



 2 

Recent CBS/NYT data showing wide support for TPA 
approach/proposals:  
 
·      66 percent of all Americans believe that money and wealth should 
be distributed more evenly. 
·      65 percent believe the income gap must be addressed now. 
·      68 percent support higher taxes on millionaires. 
·      80 percent favor paid family leave. 
·      85 percent back paid sick leave. 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Here is template we use
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I’ve been talking to their DC rep and left VMs for multiple people at St. Louis CH. They as a rule don’t
give out the Mayor’s cell, but I’ve pressed and have someone from within their office working on
getting it released.
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Let me send you template
Also, sorry wasn’t following- can you please let me know what plan is for getting the number?
 
 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

Event/Meeting Briefing Information

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: Max Sevillia

EVENT: Call with Mayor Joseph Riley (D – Charleston, SC)

RATIONALE:

CONTACT 
INFORMATION:

YOU will call Mayor Riley to ask him to support 
your nomination to become an Advisory Board 
Member at the USCM 2015 summer meeting in San 
Francisco. 
Mayor Riley is a USCM past President from 1986 – 
1987 and member of the 2015 Nominating 
Committee.  

CELL:  xxx-xxx-xxx// FRONT OFFICE: xxx-xxx-xxx 
(NAME FIRST NAME LAST, title)  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE EVENT:

Note: Mayor Riley can be a key supporter in the Nominating Committee room. According 
to Tom Cochran, Mayor Riley believes it is critical for USCM to have the strong and 
active involvement of big city mayors to maximize its national visibility and relevance.

- YOU have demonstrated great commitment to the organization this past year through 
your organizing on Cities of Opportunity Task Force and Immigration on the Cities 
United for Immigration Action (not USCM coalition)

- YOU attended 2014 USCM Annual Winter Meeting in DC 2 weeks after 
taking office

- YOU attended 82nd Annual Conference of Mayors in Dallas
- YOU attended 2015 USCM Annual Winter Meeting in DC
- YOU attended Boston COO Conference
- YOU hosted the 1st COO Summit at Gracie Mansion
- YOU helped organized the May 13th Infrastructure Week Lobby Day in 

Washington, D.C.

USCM Leadership Path

There are 2 levels of initial leadership: Advisory Board and Trustee
o YOU must first be elected to the 27 – member Advisory Board

There are 7 openings for Advisory Board this year
o After a year Advisory Board, YOU are eligible to run for Trustee
o After being a Trustee for one year, YOU will eligible to seek other leadership 

opportunities, including Vice President and President



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

The earliest YOU would be eligible to run for USCM President is 2017

The Nominating Committee will meet to decide on new board members on Saturday 
June 20, 2015 during the 83rd Annual USCM meeting in San Francisco.

BIOGRAPHY

First elected mayor in December 1975, Mayor Riley is serving an unprecedented tenth 
term. Mayor Riley has focused his leadership in public safety, housing, arts and culture, children’s 
issues, the creation of park and other public spaces, and economic revitalization and development. 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Here it is in proper format

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 12:51 PM
To: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, 
"Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: NYT story today

Here is template we use
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I’ve been talking to their DC rep and left VMs for multiple people at St. Louis CH. They as a rule don’t 
give out the Mayor’s cell, but I’ve pressed and have someone from within their office working on 
getting it released.
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Let me send you template
Also, sorry wasn’t following- can you please let me know what plan is for getting the number?
 
 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

Event/Meeting Briefing Information

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: 

EVENT: Call with Mayor Francis Slay (D – St. Louis)

RATIONALE:

CONTACT 
INFORMATION:

YOU will call Mayor Slay to ask him to support The 
Progressive Agenda.  
Slay was mentioned in the NYT story on their poll 
re: income inequality

CELL:  xxx-xxx-xxx// FRONT OFFICE: xxx-xxx-xxx 
(NAME FIRST NAME LAST, title)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE EVENT:

Francis Slay  
Mayor of St. Louis  

Personal Line: Main Phone:  

Assistant:

Notes:  

Slay has been mayor of St. Louis since 2001.  He is the first person to be elected to that 
office for four consecutive terms.

Most recently re-elected in 2013 (got 54% of the vote in a competitive D primary; 84% in 
the general).

Credited with leading the rejuvenation of downtown St. Louis. 

He is also a national voice on gun issues with Mayors Against Illegal Guns. 

Slay recently called for a $15 minimum wage in St. Louis.   It is not clear whether or not 
this proposal will be enacted – legislative and legal challenges remain – but it’s a bold 
step in the right direction regardless.  

TPA notes: 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

List of mayors who’ve signed on so far: 
Steve Adler (Austin) 
Ras Baraka (Newark)
Michael Brennan (Portland, Maine) 
Betsy Hodges (Minneapolis)
Ed Murray (Seattle)
Pedro Segarra (Hartford)
Nan Whaley (Dayton) 

Recent CBS/NYT data showing wide support for TPA approach/proposals:  

·      66 percent of all Americans believe that money and wealth should be distributed 
more evenly.
·      65 percent believe the income gap must be addressed now. 
·      68 percent support higher taxes on millionaires. 
·      80 percent favor paid family leave. 
·      85 percent back paid sick leave.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Here is the call sheet with contact information.
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Here it is in proper format
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 12:51 PM
To: "Gann, Georgia" <GGann@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>,
"Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Sevillia, Max" <msevillia@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: NYT story today
 
Here is template we use
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I’ve been talking to their DC rep and left VMs for multiple people at St. Louis CH. They as a rule don’t
give out the Mayor’s cell, but I’ve pressed and have someone from within their office working on
getting it released.
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor



Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Let me send you template
Also, sorry wasn’t following- can you please let me know what plan is for getting the number?
 
 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

Event/Meeting Briefing Information

Staff Contact/Planning Lead: 

EVENT: Call with Mayor Francis Slay (D – St. Louis)

RATIONALE:

CONTACT 
INFORMATION:

YOU will call Mayor Slay to ask him to support The 
Progressive Agenda.  
Slay was mentioned in the NYT story on their poll 
re: income inequality

CELL:  
PERSONAL SECRETARY:  (Sherry 
Wiebenmeyer)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE EVENT:

Francis Slay  
Mayor of St. Louis  

Notes:  

Slay has been mayor of St. Louis since 2001.  He is the first person to be elected to that 
office for four consecutive terms.

Most recently re-elected in 2013 (got 54% of the vote in a competitive D primary; 84% in 
the general).

Credited with leading the rejuvenation of downtown St. Louis. 

He is also a national voice on gun issues with Mayors Against Illegal Guns. 

Slay recently called for a $15 minimum wage in St. Louis.   It is not clear whether or not 
this proposal will be enacted – legislative and legal challenges remain – but it’s a bold 
step in the right direction regardless.  

TPA notes: 
List of mayors who’ve signed on so far: 
Steve Adler (Austin) 
Ras Baraka (Newark)



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

Michael Brennan (Portland, Maine) 
Betsy Hodges (Minneapolis)
Ed Murray (Seattle)
Pedro Segarra (Hartford)
Nan Whaley (Dayton)

Recent CBS/NYT data showing wide support for TPA approach/proposals:  

·      66 percent of all Americans believe that money and wealth should be distributed 
more evenly.
·      65 percent believe the income gap must be addressed now. 
·      68 percent support higher taxes on millionaires. 
·      80 percent favor paid family leave. 
·      85 percent back paid sick leave.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Wonders never cease. And bill peduto, mayor of pittsburgh is leaning to us. Needs a little more 
work by me

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Ben Jealous is now signed on, thanks to Katrina VH



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Just sent around the actual document with the cell in there. Problem solved!
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

I just gave you a ring. I’ll leave the cell on your VM to fill in. I know it’s a
lot, but following a request…
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:



Cc:
Subject:

I’ve got Mayor Slay’s cell – I’ve been asked not to email it around, so I’ll
give you a ring to add to the call sheet.
 
FYI all of his staff has been very clear that this is for MBdB ONLY. Mayor
Slay really does not like to give his cell phone out. I have assured that it is
only for MBdB’s use and we are not going to share.
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Here is template we use
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I’ve been talking to their DC rep and left VMs for multiple people at St.
Louis CH. They as a rule don’t give out the Mayor’s cell, but I’ve pressed
and have someone from within their office working on getting it released.
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:



Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Let me send you template
Also, sorry wasn’t following- can you please let me know what plan is for
getting the number?
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

That sounds great
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I’ve got Mayor Slay’s cell – I’ve been asked not to email it around, so I’ll give you a ring to add to the
call sheet.
 
FYI all of his staff has been very clear that this is for MBdB ONLY. Mayor Slay really does not like to
give his cell phone out. I have assured that it is only for MBdB’s use and we are not going to share.
 
Georgia B. Gann
Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Here is template we use
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I’ve been talking to their DC rep and left VMs for multiple people at St. Louis CH. They as a rule don’t
give out the Mayor’s cell, but I’ve pressed and have someone from within their office working on
getting it released.
 
Georgia B. Gann



Senior Legislative Advisor
Transportation and Infrastructure Specialist
New York City Office of Federal Affairs
1301 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 350
Tel. (202) 624-5912
Cell. (347) 497-1740
ggann@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Let me send you template
Also, sorry wasn’t following- can you please let me know what plan is for getting the number?
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:











SSent from my iPhone



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Are you gonna be here at 11 this am?
 
Tom Snyder
Chief of Staff
Office of the Mayor
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
212-341-5050
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

There’s a *chance* that we may do a conference call with Capitol Hill reporters either this afternoon or 
tomorrow AM with Robert Reich to give one last push against Fast Track/TPP - but not sure yet… Roosevelt 
Institute has been pushing us & I mentioned to MBDB last night & he was game - but we’ll see if it pans 
out



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ah, here you go:
 

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Number 14 just needs an ending then - thanks!
 

From: <Gunaratna>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 12:25 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: TPA messaging
 
I think there were only 14 originally. I can add more if you want - lemme know.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 12:20 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Mine is cut off at #14
 

From: <Gunaratna>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 3:55 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: TPA messaging
 
Here’s an old email. We can brush up as needed:
 



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 



Yes - if you could get that list, that would be great… 
 
Fromo also has some stats that he uses… 
 
And there are some other good data points, like the WalMart story today (they have
seen less turnover since raising wages) & possibly something on West Virginia (a red
state & unlikely ally in the fight against income inequality - but a place where
inequality is still large)
 

From: <Gunaratna>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2015 at 11:43 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: TPA messaging
 
Let me know what you need assistance with.
 
Maybe we should also brush up that list from a few months ago with 20 quick stats on
income inequality – will dig up.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Hey John,
 
So in the post-game show, Mayor said he is not pleased with current TPA messaging
and examples. He wants “sharper, crisper” messages and stronger examples. He
doesn’t feel we are showing forward momentum, yada, yada, yada
 
Do you have the strategic plan you’ve been working on?
 
I’d like to connect with Mahen and get a true message guide together for him—3 main
messages, sharp examples for each of the promising candidates (both GOP and DEM)
and whatever action item he wants to be saying, difficult Q&A updates. He also wants
to bang the drum more on the poll. He finally focused on it.
 
I know we are discussing on Wed the idea of the presidential forum. I want to flag he
would have been flat-footed if Dickerson had asked him what he plans to do if no one
or only a few candidates accept the forum invite. So we are on borrowed time here.
 
Thanks!
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor



Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 

 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I did Stephanapolis and MTP
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

+EW, MPC
Yes, going to start barring objectins
 
I have Lemire, Karni, Hawkins
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: Mayor's Press Office <pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, 10 Jun 2015 11:57:52 -0400
To: "@Incoming" <Incoming@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: INCOMING: Annie Karni/Politico -- : de blasio clinton

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Just checking if there is any comment or confirmation about BDB's office not
commenting on whether or not he will be at Hillary's kick off on Saturday.
 



From: Annie Karni
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 11:47 AM
To: pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov
Subject: de blasio clinton
 
POLITICO doing a short folo on the crain's story. anything to add? Accurate that
mayor's office won't comment on whether or not he will be attending?



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Yep- prob not unless something changes.
Its just an FYI and background in case something changes.
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I don’t think we’re going to CA for USCM - right?
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:37 PM
To: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FYI: Minimum wage item at USCM in June
 

LA is looking to have some
visibility event around minimum wage while in SF for USCM June meeting. They have been in touch
with the WH about it. Not sure where idea came from but LA hey asked USCM for help identifying
what cities have raised their minimum wage.
 
Thanks.
Stephanie



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Very slim chance he will go.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I don’t think we’re going to CA for USCM - right?
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:37 PM
To: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Schwartz, Regina" <RSchwartz@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Wolfe, Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: FYI: Minimum wage item at USCM in June
 

LA is looking to have some
visibility event around minimum wage while in SF for USCM June meeting. They have been in touch
with the WH about it. Not sure where idea came from but LA hey asked USCM for help identifying
what cities have raised their minimum wage.
 
Thanks.
Stephanie



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Hillary’s team has not released the time of the speech yet, just FYI
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Why don’t we say we have events scheduled for Sat?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Do I say still reviewing her position on tap 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Fermino, Jennifer" <jfermino@nydailynews.com>
Date: June 10, 2015 at 2:39:54 PM EDT
To: "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: HILLARY

Why isn't he going ? 

Jennifer Fermino
646-734-0320
 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 10, 2015, at 2:39 PM, Hinton, Karen <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

No 

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 2:37 PM, Fermino, Jennifer
<jfermino@nydailynews.com> wrote:



We're doing something on this. Is he going ? 
Jennifer Fermino
646-734-0320
 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 10, 2015, at 1:49 PM, Fermino, Jennifer
<jfermino@nydailynews.com> wrote:

Is mayor going to hillary at Roosevelt island?
 
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20150610/BLOGS04/150609865/de-
blasio-likely-to-skip-hillary-clintons-campaign-
launch
 
 
 
Jennifer Fermino
City Hall Bureau Chief
New York Daily News
(o) 212 210 1887
(c) 646 734 0320
 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Ok great
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

You guys have more info than we do  KH is he good saying not going?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I have not even received an invite so…..
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



+EW, MPC
Yes, going to start barring objectins
 
I have Lemire, Karni, Hawkins
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: Mayor's Press Office <pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Wed, 10 Jun 2015 11:57:52 -0400
To: "@Incoming" <Incoming@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: INCOMING: Annie Karni/Politico -- : de blasio
clinton

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Just checking if there is any comment or confirmation
about BDB's office not commenting on whether or not
he will be at Hillary's kick off on Saturday.
 

From: Annie Karni
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 11:47 AM
To: pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov
Subject: de blasio clinton
 
POLITICO doing a short folo on the crain's story.
anything to add? Accurate that mayor's office won't
comment on whether or not he will be attending?



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
The topics: income inequality (LA raising their minimum wage) and 2016
It would be a one-on-one interview between 12pm-1pm
 
Please let me know if this can work, if not, can we look at future dates – 
 
Warm regards,
 
Tara





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Perfect—thanks, and sorry, I’ve been slammed today
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
FYI - I took transcript from Sunday and am just focusing, tightening, sound-biting for
potential mosque remarks since that's so soon.  Will have that for you shortly 

On Jun 10, 2015, at 4:48 PM, Blumm, Kate <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

We will do this though Fromo is on  starting on
Friday!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi there,
Possible to get some writing assistance again from the dynamic duo?
 
Friday hit – Remarks at a Mosque on rent regulation (5-10 minutes). I
would look at what he delivered on Sunday
Saturday hit—Remarks at a SDA church on rent regulations (5-10
minutes)
Monday hit- remarks on Fast Food workers on minimum wage. I’ll get
more details for you
 
 
Best,
Andrea
 
Andrea Hagelgans



Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Trying to find a solid analysis from post-Jan 2013, when the President signed the latest compromise
into law. A lot of the Buffet Rule revenue estimates are from 2012.
 
Looping Max to see if his team has something handy.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Dom/Mahen - Andrea & I are trying to think through some questions that will become more pointed about
TPA as the weeks go by… 
 
Do you guys know how much money would be generated by implementing the Buffett Rule right now?
 
There are a lot of numbers out there - but the amount got impacted by the extension of the Bush tax cuts
for some (as I recall, most of them were made permanent?)
 
Just looking for a ballpark figure (as much as possible, of course!) that MBDB can say with a straight face 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Going forward, we’re going to need lots of TPA call time.

The truth is, the reason all the stuff worked up until now is that we were able to use our major weapon - 
the mayor.

And since May 12th, we’ve been doing all we can at the staff/consultant level - but we only have so much 
juice.

Other than a few calls to Elizabeth Warren & Keith Ellison, he hasn’t spoken to the vast majority of our TPA 
partners since May 12th.  That’s not necessarily his fault - we mentioned it to him, but haven’t really 
shown the urgency.

To get this presidential forum off the ground, we’ll need him to make some calls to top TPA people & get 
them on board.

And to get the Early State program off the ground, we’ll need him to engage a “chairman” like Harkin, as 
we discussed earlier today.

Geri will bring a ton to the table - but a staffer is only as good as the principal they represent - and none of 
us - myself included - have the juice to convince others that we’re speaking directly for the mayor on this 
stuff



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2015/06/10/de-blasio-to-skip-clinton-rally-praises-rival-sanders/
 

Hillary Clinton

Bill de Blasio

Mrs. Clinton’s campaign rally on
Saturday in New York City, on Roosevelt Island



said in an interview on NBC

Mara Gay contributed to this article.

-----Original Message-----
From: Snyder, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 9:02 PM
To: John Del Cecato
Cc: Hagelgans, Andrea; Walzak, Phil; Wolfe, Emma; Gunaratna, Mahen
Subject: Re: Tpa
 
Either she says enough and he endorses or not enough and he evades - bringing on all sorts of
controversy. May want to avoid TV
 
Sent from my iPhone
 
> On Jun 9, 2015, at 8:53 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
>
> We need to ask him what his feeling is about going on a show this weekend.  We can jointly
recommend him not doing one, but he will not be happy if we pocket veto
>



>
>
>> On Jun 9, 2015, at 8:22 PM, Hagelgans, Andrea <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
>>
>> I am getting daily incoming from Sunday shows about mayor for this coming sunday. When are
we meeting with him about this weekend's plan?  We will need to be monitoring the speech and
readying response and determining how we are maximizing for the issues/tpa.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ok great
Then I’ll add in a closing introducing her and adding her to CC
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Oh - that would be helpful right?  Greenwald's producer is Regina I believe - will get everyone
connected

On Jun 10, 2015, at 5:52 PM, Yazgi, Stephanie <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

But who at the company am I connecting them with?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Just talked to Tom - he thinks it’s fine - go for it - and thank you!
 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 5:05 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: reminder
 
Ok no prob let’s wait for tom!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Thanks for reminder… Was waiting for Tom Snyder to weigh in re: what exactly we
could have MBDB do - but I think that part can wait… Here’s what I’ve got…. Need
some sort of nice closing!
 
Robert Greenwald, founder and President of Brave New Films, is a supporter of The
Progressive Agenda.
 



Robert is a brilliant, award-winning filmmaker from Los Angeles who - after a career of
making dozens of feature films - turned his efforts to progressive documentary filmmaking -
including Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch’s War on Journalism; Wal-Mart: The High Cost of Low
Price; and Koch Brothers Exposed.  Robert recently produced the short film Racism Is Real,
which has been a viral sensation.
 
Now, in concert with The Progressive Agenda, Robert is in the process of making a short (5-
10 minute) film that shines a light on the fact that the top 25 hedge fund managers earned
more money last year than all of the Kindergarten teachers in America COMBINED.
 
Robert is hoping to film Kindergarten teachers in various cities around the country, including
New York City and (YOUR CITY).  The plan is to launch this new film at "premier parties”
(whether in-person, or virtual) in a half-dozen cities across the country.
 
He’d like your help in identifying teachers to interview, as well as your help in planning for
the premier, which will be the week of September 7th.  There will be a national day of
screenings, and discussions about this issue and how it relates to our fight to combat income
inequality.
 
So to summarize, we'd like participating mayors to:
 
1.  Host an in-person screening.
2.  Participate in a national online stream, where we connect the mayors and cities that are
participating.
3.  Assign a staff person with whom we can work out the details for this national day of
premiers/discussions/press coverage.
AND/OR
4.  Help identify Kindergarten teachers in your city (and contacts for them), if you’d like them
featured in the film.

 

From: <Yazgi>, Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 4:46 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: reminder
 
Write up for the educational movie. Don’t forget
+ contact form the movie company.
steph



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



 1 

Mayor Bill de Blasio
Mosque Remarks  
Wednesday 6 PM  

Acknowledgements TK  

New York City works best when it works for everyone.

New York’s promise – that you can make here no matter 
what you look like or where you were born -- has made our 
city a shining beacon of opportunity visible across the 
world.  

Our history isn’t perfect, but the guiding light of 
opportunity has led us through even our darkest hours.

Today, the very promise of our city is at risk. 

It’s at risk because millions who live here struggle to 
AFFORD living here.  

We can talk about the pros and cons of gentrification, and 
we can acknowledge that it’s not all good or all bad, but we
know one thing – gentrification has changed us rapidly. 

And with it have come profound challenges:

The cost of housing going up all over has changed us.



 2 

The Great Recession has changed us – and not for the 
better. It threw people into poverty and so many haven’t yet 
recovered. 

When things change, you can bury your head in the sand or 
you can do something about it. 

But the fact is we have a status quo that is unsustainable 
and unacceptable. 

I believe it’s time to ACT to keep New York a city for all.
Are you with me? 

I’ve talked about many times before about The Tale of Two 
Cities New York has become. In greater than it’s been at 
any time since before the Great Depression, in the 1920s. 

And this Administration is working is squarely focused on 
changing that.  

We’re giving families better wages, and essential benefits 
like paid sick leave.

We’re giving -day pre-k to every family who wants it.  

And we’re expanding programs for our middle school kids 
so that working parents have the peace of mind knowing 
kinds are safe and learning. 

These changes have happened in these last 17 months, and 
we will expand upon them.  



 3 

But there’s much more work to do, and there’s no clearer 
manifestation of inequality in New York than the 
skyrocketing cost of housing.  

If we don’t act and act boldly to control the price of 
housing in our city, New York will a gilded city, rather 
than the city of opportunity that’s meant so much for so 
many.  

The good news is we don’t have to accept the status quo.
Everyday people have the power to CREATE change, but 
only if we all DEMAND change.  

And when we say change, we mean the type of change the 
puts people first.

For years, changing neighborhoods meant less affordable
ones.  

Developers put profits ahead of people. They played by 
their own rules, and their rules put their bottom lines first.

This Administration is working relentlessly to change that 
status quo.  

We’re DEMANDING the developers build affordable 
housing.  Under this Administration in rezoned 
neighborhoods, if you build any housing, you are also 
building affordable housing. Period.



 4 

But to really make our ambitious affordable housing plan –
which will create or preserve 200,000 units of affordable 
housing, we’ll need Albany’s help.  

There’s just days left before those in Albany conclude the 
legislative session.  

If they fail to act, we’ll continue to slip backwards. 

Right now in New York City, according to state law, a 
developer get a tax break for building new luxury condos.   
Is that what you want your tax dollars to go to?
…
Do you think people who create luxury condominiums need 
a tax break?
…
You know, there was just a $90 million condo sold in 
midtown.  Can you believe that?  The developers got a tax 
break to build it, and the fortunate souls who can afford to 
live in such expensive homes aren’t asked to pay their fair 
share. 

Meanwhile, millions struggle to find or keep affordable 
housing. 

So it’s no wonder that when it comes to housing in New 
York City, the game feels rigged for so many.    

We have proposed to Albany some ideas to change the 
rules of the game.  



 5 

First of all, we believe that if someone can afford to buy 
one of those luxury condominiums, then they can also 
afford to pay a modest tax to create affordable housing.

We call it the mansion tax, because if you can afford a 
mansion, you can afford to help your brothers and sisters.
The revenue from the mansion tax we proposed would give 
our city the ability to create or preserve affordable housing 
for 160,000 New Yorkers.  

In Albany, they will make a decision on that proposal in the 
next few days.  

And they’ll also decide whether to continue or eliminate 
rent regulation for over 2 million New Yorkers. 

And we can be sure about one thing: if Albany doesn’t act, 
the market will. And we all know what that will mean.  

Albany not only has a choice to keep rent regulation or to 
eliminate it, they should do the right thing and 
STRENGTHEN rent regulation.  

What do we mean when we talk about strengthening rent 
regulations?  
  
Under the current rent law, when the rent hits a certain 
level for an apartment, the landlord gets to take away all 
rent stabilization, so that there are no more rules, no more 
limits to what they can charge.
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The current law gives them a loophole to take the 
apartment out of any kind of regulation. 

In the last 5 years alone, our city has lost 35,000 affordable 
housing units.  We’ve seen what that looks like in our 
neighborhoods.  

So Albany should change the rules to end this loophole.  

Under the current law, whenever a tenant moves out of an 
apartment, the landlord can up the rent by 20 percent. They 
don’t have to do anything to the unit. They just get to up 
the rent by 20 percent. It’s called a “vacancy bonus.” Why 
should you get a bonus just because you have a new tenant?

Albany should change the rules end the vacancy bonus for 
landlords now so that we can keep more units from 
becoming unaffordable.  

And under the current law, if a landlord does something to 
improve a unit, they get to raise the monthly rent…
permanently. Current law lets the landlord just keep on 
getting more and more money out of us. 

Albany should change the rules and close that loophole, 
because if we don’t, we’ll just keep losing more and more
the affordable apartments that people need.  
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Let me be clear: The Assembly has done the right thing on 
many of the measures we’re talking about, but now it’s 
time for others to act.  

If they don’t act, they will be consigning this city to 
become unaffordable for more and more people…. 
Mortgaging millions of promising futures here.  

Make your voices heard. All those who represent you in 
Albany need to hear from you now.  

Make your voices inescapable, make your voices loud –
and we have a chance to make the changes we need.  

Are you going to make your voices heard in Albany?
…
And let me tell you one other thing. Let’s say those who 
believe in the status quo don’t want to hear our voices. So 
they want to continue tax breaks for developers. This is this 
thing you’ve heard about lately called 421-a – harmless
sounding phrase, but what it really means is tens of 
millions of dollars going into the pockets of developers.  

If Albany will not give us the changes we need, if Albany 
will not strengthen rent regulation, if Albany will not pass a 
mansion tax, if Albany will not protect us, then we should 
end any tax breaks for developers who are not going to 
create affordable housing.

I’ve said it before, I’ll say it again: If Albany won’t mend it
let’s end it.  
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The challenges of talking inequality and creating affordable 
housing are big ones.  

They won’t be achieved overnight, but as long as everyday 
activists across this city make their voices heard… As long 
as we speak in ONE VOICE when we say the rules of the 
game must be changed so they work for working people… 

As long as fight with the tireless ferocity that this city is 
known for, then I have no doubt that we will prevail.

Thank you!
 



No prob!

On Jun 10, 2015, at 4:52 PM, Blumm, Kate <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Perfect—thanks, and sorry, I’ve been slammed today
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
FYI - I took transcript from Sunday and am just focusing, tightening, sound-biting for potential 
mosque remarks since that's so soon.  Will have that for you shortly 

On Jun 10, 2015, at 4:48 PM, Blumm, Kate <KBlumm@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

We will do this though Fromo is on  starting on Friday!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi there,
Possible to get some writing assistance again from the dynamic duo?
 
Friday hit – Remarks at a Mosque on rent regulation (5-10 minutes). I would look at 
what he delivered on Sunday
Saturday hit—Remarks at a SDA church on rent regulations (5-10 minutes)
Monday hit- remarks on Fast Food workers on minimum wage. I’ll get more details for 
you
 
 
Best,
Andrea
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: Hayley Prim <hprim@hilltoppublicsolutions.com>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 6:01 PM
To: "Robert B. REICH" <rreich@berkeley.edu>
Cc: Rebecca L BOLES <rboles@berkeley.edu>, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Happy to do something tomorrow (Thursday) morning. I'll be at 415-669-
9727. NOTE PACIFIC TIME!

Hayley Prim



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Regina, meet Stephanie - who’s leading our charge on fellow mayors - and is reaching out via Hedge 
Funders versus Kindergarten Teachers… 



From:
To:
Date:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thanks, John. Hi, Stephanie. 

Looking forward to working together. Let me know how I can be helpful/what the next steps are on your 
end. And we will keep you updated on our progress with the film. 

Happy to jump on a call this week or next to discuss more. 

Thanks!

Regina Clemente
Director of Campaigns
Brave New Films
regina@bravenewfilms.org
o: 310-204-0448 x.236
c: 818-239-2070
bravenewfilms.org 

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 5:16 PM
To: Stephanie Yazgi <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Regina Clemente <regina@bravenewfilms.org>
Cc: Robert Greenwald <robert@bravenewfilms.org>
Subject: Connecting

Regina, meet Stephanie - who’s leading our charge on fellow mayors - and is reaching out via Hedge 
Funders versus Kindergarten Teachers… 



From:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I want to adjust my predictions even lower on a big good thing coming out of next week in albany.
The more I reflect on my last two days in Albany, think about rent as fulcrum, and the 421-a play by
the Governor, the less good I feel.  
 
Lowering down to 30-40% that we come out with anything big and good here. Only good thing that
means is potentially less harm on 3/4.
 
I hope dean both more optimistic than me and is right.  But we should prepare for an “Albany
basically gave up” narrative.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:







Authors:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

From: John Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 2:10 PM
To: Dominic Williams <dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <ashorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: TPP materials

This is mostly for Dom - but some good stuff in here - although it’s dense (as one might expect from 
esteemed economists!)

In a word, I like the nuggets on patents/generic Rx drugs, ISDS undermining US regulations designed to 
protect consumers health & safety, and - of course - jobs both in manufacturing & high-skilled service 
industries leaving faster than they’d be replaced… Also, since MBDB loves stats, the economic impact of .4 
percent - a “rounding error” as they say” - drives home the point that we should be getting a lot more out 
of a deal with 40% of the world’s economy

From: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 10:31 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail <
Cc: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: TPP materials

John and Aaron,

Here are the two pieces I mentioned:

1. Prof. Stiglitz's letter to Congressional leaders: http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/joseph-stiglitz-and-
trans-pacific-partnership-tpp
2. My (forthcoming) op-ed (attached).

I'll circle back to everyone with more intel on targets as well as some TPs for Sunday.

Great to be working together!

Best,



Adam 

Adam S. Hersh, Ph.D. 
Senior Economist, Roosevelt Institute
Visiting Scholar, Columbia University Initiative for Policy Dialogue

博
斯福研究所, 家
哥 学, 行政策 ,客座学者

@adamshersh

On Thu, Jun 4, 2015 at 3:02 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Yes - please send letter and additional talking points - that would be great.   We obviously don't want to 
personalize it at all - but we like to be prepared to vigorously defend our position.  

How about a call around 5?

On Jun 4, 2015, at 3:00 PM, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Nice. Next steps? Should we get on the phone? Looping Marcus (whom you guys know) 
and Adam Hersh (senior economist I mentioned...this was his good idea actually). Let 
Adam know what you need for Sunday, and we always accept shout outs. Thanks. Stiglitz 
sent a letter to Congress (which Adam co-authored), which we can send to you right away. 
And Adam has some good TPs (not written down yet, however) to respond to Obama's 
mayors angle.

On Thu, Jun 4, 2015 at 2:43 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Hey Dave.  Yes - definitely interested in talking… MBDB is doing Face the Nation on 
Sunday, and we’d be happy to trumpet some of your work on this there, too

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2015 at 1:46 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: BdB/RI on TPP/TPA



How's that for acronym overuse? 

John, I spoke briefly w/ Aaron about an idea we had around responding to this:

Mayors leading Obama's charge on trade
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/06/mayors-leading-obamas-charge-on-trade-118608.html?
hp=lc3 4

The article mentions BdB and his progressive agenda.

Gist of idea: A call w/ reporters, BdB, some Mayors who aren't pro-TPA/TPP & our 
resident expert (senior economist, Adam Hersh). 

Let me know if you're interested and want to chat. Hope you're well. 

Dave

PS- We should all also do a post-May 12 follow-up to update each other and see if there 
are ways to continue to coordinate.



The Trans-Pacific Partnership
Issues and Areas of Concern for New York City

The Trans-Pacific Partnership is a regulatory and investment treaty being negotiated by the Obama administrated covering major 
economies of the Pacific Rim currently excluding China. It includes 12 nations and nearly 40% of the world’s economy: United 
States, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Canada, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam. New 
York State exports approximately $23 billion per year in goods to TPP economies. Overall, exports in goods support 
approximately 280,000 jobs.
  
The treaty includes reciprocal tariff reductions, akin to a traditional free trade agreement, but also includes chapters on other non-
tariff regulatory issues, including intellectual property, labor, financial services, and the environment. Relative tariff levels 
between the United States and the other participating nations are already relatively low, so there has been intense focus on the non-
tariff aspects of the deal.
  
FACTS ABOUT PROCESS
The agreement is being negotiated in secret: The text of the agreement has not been made public, limiting the ability for citizens 
or advocacy groups to form opinions of the direction of the agreement. Instead, non-legislators have needed to rely on leaked 
drafts of some chapters, which have been criticized by the Obama administration as being incomplete and partial. Members of 
Congress and stakeholder groups convened by the administration, including some labor, environmental, and consumer advocacy 
representatives have seen confidential draft language.
  
The President is seeking “fast-track” authority over opposition and skepticism from Congressional Democrats, labor 
unions, and prominent environmental groups: The Administration is seeking Trade Promotion Authority (colloquially known 
as “fast track”) which allows the Administration to submit a negotiated agreement in total to be voted up or down by Congress
with no opportunity for amendments and limited debate. This is the process that was used for NAFTA, WTO, and other high-
profile trade agreements.  Without an “up or down” vote, the administration argues that the deal would collapse under the weight 
of amendments. Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi have opposed granting the President fast-track authority, but some Democrats and 
many Congressional Republicans are open to the idea.
  
BENEFITS OF A DEAL AS WE KNOW IT
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of key benefits that seem like likely outcomes of a successfully approved 
deal:

The agreement could increase opportunities for increased exports and domestic job creation, while expanding profit-
making opportunities for U.S. companies abroad and potentially shift jobs or expand operations overseas. The White House 
has stated that approving this agreement would increase exports from the United States by approximately $120 billion per year, 
largely benefiting those companies and employees in export-oriented industries, and increase real incomes, in the form of lower 
prices and increased competition, by $77 billion per year. They point to increased opportunities for small and medium sized 
export-oriented U.S. businesses, reduced tariffs for goods and services from U.S. firms (including “financial services”), uniform 
regulations, and increased protections for the intellectual property from U.S. tech, medical, and media firms.
  
Would benefit large corporate entities with major footprints in New York City: The benefits of additional corporate 
investment opportunities in the Pacific Rim created by TPP skews towards some categories of companies who have major 
presence in New York City: particularly companies who own valuable IP in tech, media, and pharmaceuticals, and companies that
are positioned to increase “trade in services” – particularly financial institutions, law firms, and consulting companies.
  
This agreement would set the pattern for other future trade deals, including with China and other nations across the 
world: The TPP is seen as an opportunity for the United States to take the lead in setting minimum standards for trade among 
major economic partners in the Pacific Rim, in an attempt to create “rules of the game” that these nations will play on American 
terms, rather than on the terms of Chinese interest, which may include less protection for labor, the environment, American 
security interests, and the interests of American corporations and workers. It is also seen as an important tool to knit together 
countries in the region to provide an economic counterweight to the rise of China. Roger Altman, former Treasury official, and 
Richard Haas of the Council on Foreign Relations, wrote that a failure of the TPP, “would leave the country poorer and the world 
less stable.”
  
CONCERNS ABOUT PROCEEDING WITH THE PENDING DEAL:
While we do not know the final text, there are a number of substantive concerns being raised by labor, environmental, and 
consumer protection advocates:

Treaty may include weak sections on environmental protection and labor rights and could expand fossil fuel exports, 
exacerbating climate change and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels. The White House is planning on including broad 



protections against illegal trade in protected species, overfishing, and deforestation, but a leaked draft revealed a framework that
lacked meaningful enforcement mechanisms and has drawn the skepticism of major environmental groups. In addition, while the 
White House insists they are including protections for labor rights, including rights to collective bargaining, limits on child labor, 
and acceptable working conditions (safe work environments and maximum hours limitations), there are parallel concerns that these 
clauses will not be adequately enforceable. There is also no chapter on currency manipulation, which is concerning to domestic 
labor unions as member countries can use artificial currency depreciation to undercut U.S. manufacturing companies.

The agreement would likely expand expansive controversial U.S. intellectual property laws internationally: A leaked 
version of the Intellectual Property right s chapter includes provisions that would expand U.S. intellectual property protections, 
including 80-year copyright protections and increased protections for patented brand-name pharmaceuticals. This would improve 
profit prospects for pharmaceutical companies, but may yield higher drug prices.
  
The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving investors and international 
corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from governments for regulations that expropriate property: The 
White House has identified these tribunals as vital protection from expropriation for U.S. companies doing business abroad, but 
Elizabeth Warren and other critics criticize them as potentially allowing global corporations to receive damages, paid for by U.S. 
taxpayers, from regulations designed to protect consumers but which the company will argue unfairly restrict profits. It is 
important to note, however, that most companies will continue to challenge rules in U.S. courts in order to overturn the laws all 
together. ISDS tribunals are only able to award damages, and have never done so in any of the thirteen cases that went to judgment 
against the United States.
  
“Buy America” provisions could be challenged: The White House insists that there will be no change to current law, and 
that states and localities’ ability to impose local purchasing requirements will not be disrupted. , but the AFL-CIO has claimed that 
this deal would undermine the ability of the United States to impose “Buy America” provisions.
  
Draft Recommended Position: Skeptical of TPP, Against Fast Track
We can’t really comment on the TPP itself because we haven’t seen it - which is a BIG PART OF THE PROBLEM. It’s been 
negotiated in secret, and that’s not acceptable. We need to see what’s in it.
  
We all saw what a disaster NAFTA was for America - 700K jobs lost, according to the Economic Policy Institute. We look with 
GREAT skepticism on a new trade deal that could lead to even more jobs being shipped away.  From what I currently 
understand of the new trade accord, this looks like another bad deal for American workers, and we cannot accept it.
                    
I oppose Fast Track because the American people should have a say in the process - through their elected 
representatives. If our Members of Congress are forced to vote YES OR NO on a massive trade deal without the power to offer 
amendments, we’re putting all the power on the side of the giant multinational corporations and Wall Street banks, and their 
armies of lobbyists.
  
We need trade deals that protect American jobs, workers’ rights, human rights, consumers, and our environment. We should not 
allow corporations even more power to subvert American laws designed to protect workers, consumers, and families.
  
Without the proper protections for America’s working families, these massive trade deals can lead to a global rush the 
bottom. That flies in the face of our effort to combat income inequality in the United States - handing more power to those at the 
top, and letting them write the rules to further enrich themselves at the expense of our struggling middle class, working class, and 
poor.



TPP Q & A

Concern: Second Coming of NAFTA We all saw what a disaster NAFTA was for America - 700K jobs lost, according to the 
Economic Policy Institute. We look with GREAT skepticism on a new trade deal that could lead to even more jobs being shipped 
away.  From what I currently understand of the new trade accord, this looks like another bad deal for American workers, 
and we cannot accept it.

Obama Response: Some folks think we should just withdraw and not even try to engage in trade with these countries.  I disagree.  
We have to make sure America writes the rules of the global economy.  And we should do it today, while our economy is in the 
position of global strength.  (Applause.)  Because if we don’t write the rules for trade around the world -- guess what -- China will.  
And they’ll write those rules in a way that gives Chinese workers and Chinese businesses the upper hand, and locks American-
made goods out. That’s the choice we face.  We're not going to be able to isolate ourselves from world markets.  We got to be in 
there and compete. And the question is, are we going to make sure that the rules are fair so that our businesses and our workers are 
on a level playing field.  Because when they are, we win every time.  When the rules are fair, we win every time. And you know 
what, past trade agreements, it’s true, didn’t always reflect our values or didn’t always do enough to protect American workers.  
But that’s why we’re designing a different kind of trade deal. And the truth is that companies that only care about low wages, 
they’ve already moved.  They don’t need new trade deals to move.  They’ve already outsourced.  They’ve already located in 
search of low wages.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how
he’ll do it.

Concern: Treaty may include weak sections on environmental protection and labor rights and could expand fossil fuel 
exports, exacerbating climate change and reinforcing dependence on fossil fuels. The White House is planning on including 
broad protections against illegal trade in protected species, overfishing, and deforestation, but a leaked draft revealed a framework 
that lacked meaningful enforcement mechanisms and has drawn the skepticism of major environmental groups. In addition, while 
the White House insists they are including protections for labor rights, including rights to collective bargaining, limits on child 
labor, and acceptable working conditions (safe work environments and maximum hours limitations), there are parallel concerns 
that these clauses will not be adequately enforceable. There is also no chapter on currency manipulation, which is concerning to 
domestic labor unions as member countries can use artificial currency depreciation to undercut U.S. manufacturing companies.

Obama Response: So when you look at a country like Vietnam, under this agreement, Vietnam would actually, for the first time, 
have to raise its labor standards.  It would have to set a minimum wage. It would have to pass safe workplace laws to protect its 
workers. It would even have to protect workers’ freedom to form unions -- for the very first time. And if Vietnam, or any of the 
other countries in this trade agreement don’t meet these requirements, they’ll face meaningful consequences.  If you’re a country 
that wants in to this agreement, you have to meet higher standards.  If you don’t, you’re out.  If you break the rules, there are actual 
repercussions.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how 
he’ll do it.  Many legislators who have seen the deal share this concern.  Hard not to be skeptical in that context. 

Concern: The agreement would likely expand the use of “Investor-State Dispute Settlement” giving investors and 
international corporations a trans-national forum to seek damages from governments for regulations that expropriate 
property: The White House has identified these tribunals as vital protection from expropriation for U.S. companies doing business 
abroad, but Elizabeth Warren and other critics criticize them as potentially allowing global corporations to receive damages, paid 
for by U.S. taxpayers, from regulations designed to protect consumers but which the company will argue unfairly restrict profits. It 
is important to note, however, that most companies will continue to challenge rules in U.S. courts in order to overturn the laws all 
together. ISDS tribunals are only able to award damages, and have never done so in any of the thirteen cases that went to judgment 
against the United States.

Obama Response: Number four -- critics warn that parts of this deal would undermine American regulation -- food safety, 
worker safety, even financial regulations.  They’re making this stuff up.  (Applause.)  This is just not true.  No trade agreement is 
going to force us to change our laws.  This agreement would make sure our companies aren’t discriminated against in other 
countries.  We already treat companies from other countries fairly here. But our companies don’t always get treated fairly there.  
So sometimes they need to have some way to settle disputes where it’s not subject to the whims of some government bureaucrat in 
that country.  That’s important.  We want our businesses to succeed in selling over there because that's how our workers will get 
more jobs here in the United States.

DW: President is asking us to trust him, that this time will be different – it’s hard to do without seeing and knowing how 
he’ll do it.  People who have seen the deal and don’t reflexively distrust him are concerned – hard not to doubt in that 
context.



Elizabeth Warren’s Q and A with Washington Post on TPP and Obama’s critique

THE PLUM LINE: What’s your response to the latest from President Obama?
SENATOR WARREN: The president said in his Nike speech that he’s confident that when people read the agreement for 
themselves, that they’ll see it’s a great deal. But the president won’t actually let people read the agreement for themselves. It’s 
classified.

PLUM LINE: But don’t you get 60 days to review it after the deal is finalized, with the authority to revoke fast track?
WARREN: The president has committed only to letting the public see this deal after Congress votes to authorize fast track. At that 
point it will be impossible for us to amend the agreement or to block any part of it without tanking the whole TPP. The TPP is
basically done. If the president is so confident it’s a good deal, he should declassify the text and let people see it before asking 
Congress to tie its hands on fixing it.

PLUM LINE: Doesn’t the current framework allow for the revocation of fast track authority?
WARREN: The whole point about fast track is to grease the skids so that 51 votes will get it through…it takes a majority to get 
rid of [fast track].

PLUM LINE: The push-back from the administration is that the ISDS will be written in such a way that there is no 
authority to override Congressional [and other countries’] regulations.
WARREN: If the president has changed ISDS to solve the problem, then the text should be released so that legal experts can look 
at it.

PLUM LINE: Is there a scenario under which ISDS could be written the way he says it is being written?
WARREN: I’ve sat with many legal scholars to talk about this issue, and I have not seen a draft that would do what the president 
says he has already accomplished….Hillary Clinton in her book raised concerns about precisely this issue. Just last week, some of 
the top legal and economic minds in this country, including the president’s mentor from Harvard, Laurence Tribe, and Nobel-
prize-winning economist Joe Stiglitz, raised exactly this concern.

PLUM LINE: Is it theoretically possible to write ISDS in a way that precludes it from overriding regulation?
WARREN: It doesn’t directly tell countries to repeal regulations. It imposes a financial penalty, which has caused countries to 
change their regulations…[ISDS mechanisms] never had the authority to override regulations. What they had was the authority to
impose a monetary penalty directly against the government and its taxpayers. That’s the point at which governments have backed 
up and said, “we can’t afford this, we’ll just change the law.”

PLUM LINE: You can’t envision even in theory a way to structure ISDS that would assuage your concerns?
WARREN: Once a group of independent arbiters, whose decisions cannot be appealed, can issue a money judgment of any size, 
then the ISDS problem arises….Here’s what you could do. If corporations had to go through the same procedures that anyone else
has to go through to get the trade deal enforced, then the problem wouldn’t exist.
Now, if a labor union says, ‘Vietnam promised not to work people for a couple of dollars a day, and to raise working conditions, 
and then failed to do it,” they have to get the U.S. government, through the trade rules, to go to Vietnam and prosecute the case. If 
corporations had to do the same thing, then it would be a level playing field…ISDS gives a special break to giant corporations, a 
break that nobody else gets.

PLUM LINE: What you’re arguing is that six years of fast track, plus ISDS, could ultimately result in the weakening of 
financial regulations? You’re not saying ISDS itself would do that?
WARREN: Absolutely right…six years means that whatever the Obama administration has committed to won’t bind the next 
president. If that president wants to negotiate a trade deal that undercuts Dodd Frank, it will be very hard to stop it.

PLUM LINE: Couldn’t a Republican president simply go straight at Dodd Frank? Would this be any easier than that?
WARREN: Absolutely. Because trade will be fast tracked for six years….A direct run at Dodd Frank potentially takes 60 votes in 
the U.S. Senate. But doing it through trade authority needs to be done with 51 votes.

PLUM LINE: But wouldn’t that require a direct change to U.S. legislation?
WARREN: It’s possible to punch holes in Dodd Frank without directly repealing it. For example, harmonization of the capital 
standards and leverage ratios could be adjusted to help the big banks without ever directly contradicting Dodd Frank. But the
effects of Dodd Frank would be severely undercut.

PLUM LINE: Is there no scenario under which you ultimately support TPP?
WARREN: Trade deals matter…I am worried about key parts of this trade agreement. I would like to see changes. I believe in 
trade. I understand that we want to be a nation that trades, that trade creates many benefits for us. But only if done on terms that 
strengthen the American economy and American worker. …the American family, because that’s what this is really about.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

tx

From: <Williams>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 9:13 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: TPP materials

From: John Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 2:10 PM
To: Dominic Williams <dwilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Anthony Shorris <ashorris@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Jon Fromowitz <jfromowitz@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: TPP materials

This is mostly for Dom - but some good stuff in here - although it’s dense (as one might expect from 
esteemed economists!)

In a word, I like the nuggets on patents/generic Rx drugs, ISDS undermining US regulations designed to 
protect consumers health & safety, and - of course - jobs both in manufacturing & high-skilled service 
industries leaving faster than they’d be replaced… Also, since MBDB loves stats, the economic impact of .4 
percent - a “rounding error” as they say” - drives home the point that we should be getting a lot more out 
of a deal with 40% of the world’s economy

From: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Friday, June 5, 2015 at 10:31 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Aaron PickrellEmail <
Cc: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: TPP materials

John and Aaron,

Here are the two pieces I mentioned:

1. Prof. Stiglitz's letter to Congressional leaders: http://www.rooseveltinstitute.org/joseph-stiglitz-and-
trans-pacific-partnership-tpp
2. My (forthcoming) op-ed (attached).



I'll circle back to everyone with more intel on targets as well as some TPs for Sunday.

Great to be working together!

Best,

Adam 

Adam S. Hersh, Ph.D. 
Senior Economist, Roosevelt Institute
Visiting Scholar, Columbia University Initiative for Policy Dialogue

博
斯福研究所, 家
哥 学, 行政策 ,客座学者

@adamshersh

On Thu, Jun 4, 2015 at 3:02 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Yes - please send letter and additional talking points - that would be great.   We obviously don't want to 
personalize it at all - but we like to be prepared to vigorously defend our position.  

How about a call around 5?

On Jun 4, 2015, at 3:00 PM, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Nice. Next steps? Should we get on the phone? Looping Marcus (whom you guys know) 
and Adam Hersh (senior economist I mentioned...this was his good idea actually). Let 
Adam know what you need for Sunday, and we always accept shout outs. Thanks. Stiglitz 
sent a letter to Congress (which Adam co-authored), which we can send to you right away. 
And Adam has some good TPs (not written down yet, however) to respond to Obama's 
mayors angle.

On Thu, Jun 4, 2015 at 2:43 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Hey Dave.  Yes - definitely interested in talking… MBDB is doing Face the Nation on 
Sunday, and we’d be happy to trumpet some of your work on this there, too



From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2015 at 1:46 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Aaron PickrellEmail <
Subject: BdB/RI on TPP/TPA

How's that for acronym overuse? 

John, I spoke briefly w/ Aaron about an idea we had around responding to this:

Mayors leading Obama's charge on trade
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/06/mayors-leading-obamas-charge-on-trade-118608.html?
hp=lc3 4

The article mentions BdB and his progressive agenda.

Gist of idea: A call w/ reporters, BdB, some Mayors who aren't pro-TPA/TPP & our 
resident expert (senior economist, Adam Hersh). 

Let me know if you're interested and want to chat. Hope you're well. 

Dave

PS- We should all also do a post-May 12 follow-up to update each other and see if there 
are ways to continue to coordinate.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:
Importance:

Just talked to Reich (I think I woke him up!) - he said this is good to go

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215. 

Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM 

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:
We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for Reich

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call beforehand to 
coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> 
wrote:

Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good time (remember 



he’s in California).. i’m gonna talk to MBDB scheduler & try to get noon or 
1pm-ish - but would need your help in advising for the press

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Guys, I'm off tomorrow.  
 Can you believe it?) I wanted to let 

you know that I won't be in, so you all know to coordinate with each other 
on this. I'm guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you do, call 
my cell. Hopefully, I'll be on the back 9 with a cigar. (I moved to the burbs 
2 years ago and figured I had to try out this golf thing.)

I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and fwd to you all. I've 
not heard anything on the Rules committee meeting yet -- will email her 
shortly and copy Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on the intel.

Dave

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still possible - most 
likely tomorrow AM tho

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam Hersh 
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors

John, Adam, Marcus:



Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.

- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting to hear back. John 
asked if tomorrow AM was too late.

- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would be valuable. 
Vote could come Friday, but could come earlier. There is a push to 
make it an emergency bill to get it over with and take the pressure off 
folks. Rules committee mtg at 3 and more will be known after that. In 
general, AFL says tomorrow AM could work and would be helpful. 

- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good letter...not sure he's on 
your list, John.

- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email to me that this 
will not happen today, but stay tuned. John, let me know if that's 
incorrect.

- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And Adam can do a call -- 
as the expert for questions, for example. I think I already shared that. 
Please keep us all looped. 

Dave

-- 



 
PRESS CALL TODAY: De Blasio, Reich, Roosevelt Institute to Detail Key 
Economic Concerns About Trade Agreement in Advance of House Vote 

 
New York—As the U.S. House of Representatives considers granting President 
Obama new trade promotion authority, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, former 
U.S. Labor Secretary and University of California at Berkeley Professor Robert Reich 
and Roosevelt Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh will host a press call to 
highlight key economic concerns regarding the pending agreement. De Blasio will 
discuss how the agreement would impact New York City families while Reich and 
Hersh will detail how this deal is less about expanding free trade and more about 
rewriting global economic rules to favor corporations over America’s workers. 
Hersh will also detail how the proposed agreement fails to address China’s growing 
economic influence.  
 
WHO: New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 

and University of California at Berkeley Professor Robert Reich, and 
Roosevelt Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh 

 
WHAT: Press call addressing concerns with TPP 
 
WHEN: Thursday, June 11, 2015, 12:30pm Eastern 
 Dial in: XXX-XXXX 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

interesting

From: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:12 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer 
<dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

FYI, looks like the House TPA bill will prohibit climate change action:

TPA CLIMATE PROVISION COULD CUT BOTH WAYS: The House trade package set for a vote this week includes GOP 
language that would prohibit the U.S. from attaching climate change commitments to trade deals - intensifying the 
opposition among environmentalists to President Barack Obama's top legislative priority.

What environmentalists called House Ways and Means Chairman Paul Ryan's late addition to the trade package's customs 
bill would alter the TPA bill to "ensure that trade agreements do not require changes to U.S. law or obligate the United 
States with respect to global warming or climate change."

The move could help lure conservatives in what both parties expect will be a close vote. But climate activists lambasted 
the change and urged their House allies to turn against the trade package.

Karthik Ganapathy, spokesman for the climate group 350.org, predicted that the addition would "alienate [Democratic] 
legislators like Reps. [Jared] Polis and [Earl] Blumenauer, whom conventional wisdom calls swing votes but who understand 
the threat of climate change." Read the amended TPA bill here: http://1.usa.gov/1KWMq6z

Adam S. Hersh, Ph.D. 
Senior Economist, Roosevelt Institute
Visiting Scholar, Columbia University Initiative for Policy Dialogue

博
斯福研究所, 家
哥 学, 行政策 ,客座学者

@adamshersh

On Thu, Jun 11, 2015 at 10:11 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Actually - we told Reich 1215pm - can we make that adjustment & blast out?

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>



Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer 
<dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>

Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215. 

Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM 

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:
We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for Reich

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call beforehand to 
coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> 
wrote:

Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good time 
(remember he’s in California).. i’m gonna talk to MBDB scheduler & try 
to get noon or 1pm-ish - but would need your help in advising for the 
press

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>



Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Guys, I'm off tomorrow.  
 Can you believe it?) I wanted to 

let you know that I won't be in, so you all know to coordinate with each 
other on this. I'm guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you 
do, call my cell. Hopefully, I'll be on the back 9 with a cigar. (I moved to 
the burbs 2 years ago and figured I had to try out this golf thing.)

I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and fwd to you all. 
I've not heard anything on the Rules committee meeting yet -- will 
email her shortly and copy Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on 
the intel.

Dave

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still possible - most 
likely tomorrow AM tho

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam Hersh 
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors

John, Adam, Marcus:

Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.

- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting to hear back. 
John asked if tomorrow AM was too late.

- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would be valuable. 



Vote could come Friday, but could come earlier. There is a push to 
make it an emergency bill to get it over with and take the pressure off 
folks. Rules committee mtg at 3 and more will be known after that. 
In general, AFL says tomorrow AM could work and would be helpful. 

- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good letter...not sure he's 
on your list, John.

- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email to me that this 
will not happen today, but stay tuned. John, let me know if that's 
incorrect.

- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And Adam can do a call 
-- as the expert for questions, for example. I think I already shared 
that. Please keep us all looped. 

Dave

-- 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Okay, we’re a go.

Using Roosevelt Institute’s call-in line.  There’s no speaker line/press line - so we’ll all be in the same 
“room.”  BUT I confirmed that it will be “dings” and not “joining conference now” (which irritates MBDB).

So - 1200pm - MBDB calls Reich to get ducks in a row.
1215pm - MBDB, Reich, Adam Hersh on conf call with reporters.
We shouldn’t let it go more than 30 minutes, I think.

Roosevelt will send advisory to their list of Capitol Hill reporters & liberal outlets.
City Hall should send to Room 9 folks, any other liberal outlets.

Will get you advisory as soon as I have updated.

I’ll  help staff him.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Good to go

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:15 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>, 
"Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Here is the update. We have a call in #. It is listed in there 

MM

On Thu, Jun 11, 2015 at 10:12 AM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Also - do you have a call-in number - or do you need our folks to set that up?

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer 
<dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>

Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215. 

Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM 

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:
We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:



We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for Reich

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call beforehand to 
coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> 
wrote:

Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good time 
(remember he’s in California).. i’m gonna talk to MBDB scheduler & try 
to get noon or 1pm-ish - but would need your help in advising for the 
press

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Guys, I'm off tomorrow.  
 Can you believe it?) I wanted to 

let you know that I won't be in, so you all know to coordinate with each 
other on this. I'm guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you 
do, call my cell. Hopefully, I'll be on the back 9 with a cigar. (I moved to 
the burbs 2 years ago and figured I had to try out this golf thing.)

I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and fwd to you all. 
I've not heard anything on the Rules committee meeting yet -- will 
email her shortly and copy Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on 
the intel.

Dave



On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still possible - most 
likely tomorrow AM tho

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam Hersh 
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors

John, Adam, Marcus:

Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.

- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting to hear back. 
John asked if tomorrow AM was too late.

- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would be valuable. 
Vote could come Friday, but could come earlier. There is a push to 
make it an emergency bill to get it over with and take the pressure off 
folks. Rules committee mtg at 3 and more will be known after that. 
In general, AFL says tomorrow AM could work and would be helpful. 

- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good letter...not sure he's 
on your list, John.

- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email to me that this 
will not happen today, but stay tuned. John, let me know if that's 
incorrect.

- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And Adam can do a call 
-- as the expert for questions, for example. I think I already shared 
that. Please keep us all looped. 

Dave



-- 

-- 



MEDIA ADVISORY FOR:    CONTACT: Marcus Mrowka  
June 11, 2015     202-531-0689 

 
 

PRESS CALL TODAY: De Blasio, Reich, Roosevelt Institute to Detail Key 
Economic Concerns About Trade Agreement in Advance of House Vote 

 
New York—As the U.S. House of Representatives considers granting President 
Obama new trade promotion authority, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, former 
U.S. Labor Secretary and University of California at Berkeley Professor Robert Reich 
and Roosevelt Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh will host a press call to 
highlight key economic concerns regarding the pending agreement. De Blasio will 
discuss how the agreement would impact working families while Reich and Hersh 
will detail how this deal is less about expanding free trade and more about rewriting 
global economic rules to favor corporations over America’s workers. Hersh will also 
detail how the proposed agreement fails to address China’s growing economic 
influence.  
 
WHO: New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, Former U.S. Secretary of Labor 

and University of California at Berkeley Professor Robert Reich, and 
Roosevelt Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh 

 
WHAT: Press call addressing concerns with TPP 
 
WHEN: Thursday, June 11, 2015, 12:15pm Eastern 
 Dial in: , Code:  



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Will do

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:14 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Pls alert da boss
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Just talked to Reich (I think I woke him up!) - he said this is good to go

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215. 

Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM 

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:
We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for Reich



On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call beforehand to 
coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> 
wrote:

Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good time (remember 
he’s in California).. i’m gonna talk to MBDB scheduler & try to get noon or 
1pm-ish - but would need your help in advising for the press

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Guys, I'm off tomorrow.  
 Can you believe it?) I wanted to let 

you know that I won't be in, so you all know to coordinate with each other 
on this. I'm guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you do, call 
my cell. Hopefully, I'll be on the back 9 with a cigar. (I moved to the burbs 
2 years ago and figured I had to try out this golf thing.)

I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and fwd to you all. I've 
not heard anything on the Rules committee meeting yet -- will email her 
shortly and copy Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on the intel.

Dave



On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still possible - most 
likely tomorrow AM tho

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam Hersh 
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors

John, Adam, Marcus:

Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.

- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting to hear back. John 
asked if tomorrow AM was too late.

- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would be valuable. 
Vote could come Friday, but could come earlier. There is a push to 
make it an emergency bill to get it over with and take the pressure off 
folks. Rules committee mtg at 3 and more will be known after that. In 
general, AFL says tomorrow AM could work and would be helpful. 

- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good letter...not sure he's on 
your list, John.

- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email to me that this 
will not happen today, but stay tuned. John, let me know if that's 
incorrect.

- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And Adam can do a call -- 
as the expert for questions, for example. I think I already shared that. 
Please keep us all looped. 

Dave



-- 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

We’re on for:

12pm - you call Reich to do a little pre-call prep.
1215pm - you, Reich, and Adam Hersh do conference call with reporters.

I’ll  be with you at City Hall.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

MPC - u good? 

From
Sent
To
Subject

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:15 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer
<dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Also - do you have a call-in number - or do you need our folks to set that up?

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer
<dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>

Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215. 



Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM 

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
wrote:

We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for
Reich

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call
beforehand to coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato"
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good
time (remember he’s in California).. i’m gonna talk to
MBDB scheduler & try to get noon or 1pm-ish - but
would need your help in advising for the press

From: David Palmer
<dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>,
Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors



Guys, I'm off tomorrow
. Can

you believe it?) I wanted to let you know that I won't be
in, so you all know to coordinate with each other on this.
I'm guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you
do, call my cell. Hopefully, I'll be on the back 9 with a
cigar. (I moved to the burbs 2 years ago and figured I had
to try out this golf thing.)

I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and
fwd to you all. I've not heard anything on the Rules
committee meeting yet -- will email her shortly and copy
Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on the intel.

Dave

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still
possible - most likely tomorrow AM tho

From: David Palmer
<dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam
Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus
Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors

John, Adam, Marcus:

Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.

- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting
to hear back. John asked if tomorrow AM was too late.



- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would
be valuable. Vote could come Friday, but could come
earlier. There is a push to make it an emergency bill to
get it over with and take the pressure off folks. Rules
committee mtg at 3 and more will be known after
that. In general, AFL says tomorrow AM could work
and would be helpful. 

- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good
letter...not sure he's on your list, John.

- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email
to me that this will not happen today, but stay tuned.
John, let me know if that's incorrect.

- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And
Adam can do a call -- as the expert for questions, for
example. I think I already shared that. Please keep us
all looped. 

Dave

-- 





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

AFT and AFSCME have met w candidates and are trying to move their respective endorsements prior
to the AFLCIO July 29 EC mtg.  IAM is also trying to move an endorsement. The AFL-CIO July 29
meeting may or may not take up a Federation endorsement.
 
Tom Snyder
Chief of Staff
Office of the Mayor
City Hall
New York, NY 10007
212-341-5050
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

+EW for IGA awareness

This is the reich call on TPP discussed last nite 

From
Sent
To
Subject

Will do

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:14 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Pls alert da boss
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Just talked to Reich (I think I woke him up!) - he said this is good to go

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215. 

Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM 

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:
We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka



Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for Reich

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call beforehand to 
coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> 
wrote:

Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good time (remember 
he’s in California).. i’m gonna talk to MBDB scheduler & try to get noon or 
1pm-ish - but would need your help in advising for the press

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Guys, I'm off tomorrow  
 Can you believe it?) I wanted to let 

you know that I won't be in, so you all know to coordinate with each other 
on this. I'm guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you do, call 
my cell. Hopefully, I'll be on the back 9 with a cigar. (I moved to the burbs 
2 years ago and figured I had to try out this golf thing.)

I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and fwd to you all. I've 
not heard anything on the Rules committee meeting yet -- will email her 
shortly and copy Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on the intel.

Dave



On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still possible - most 
likely tomorrow AM tho

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam Hersh 
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors

John, Adam, Marcus:

Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.

- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting to hear back. John 
asked if tomorrow AM was too late.

- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would be valuable. 
Vote could come Friday, but could come earlier. There is a push to 
make it an emergency bill to get it over with and take the pressure off 
folks. Rules committee mtg at 3 and more will be known after that. In 
general, AFL says tomorrow AM could work and would be helpful. 

- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good letter...not sure he's on 
your list, John.

- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email to me that this 
will not happen today, but stay tuned. John, let me know if that's 
incorrect.

- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And Adam can do a call -- 
as the expert for questions, for example. I think I already shared that. 
Please keep us all looped. 

Dave



-- 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hillary Clinton, Amid Signs of
Weakness, Plans Big Speech Laying
Out Vision
By AMY CHOZICK



Who Is Running for President (and Who’s Not)?







 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jfdc 
Lemme know when he is aware, then we will advise 
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Pls alert da boss
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Just talked to Reich (I think I woke him up!) - he said this is good to go

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215. 

Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM 

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:
We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for Reich



On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call beforehand to 
coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> 
wrote:

Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good time (remember 
he’s in California).. i’m gonna talk to MBDB scheduler & try to get noon or 
1pm-ish - but would need your help in advising for the press

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Guys, I'm off tomorrow.  
 Can you believe it?) I wanted to let 

you know that I won't be in, so you all know to coordinate with each other 
on this. I'm guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you do, call 
my cell. Hopefully, I'll be on the back 9 with a cigar. (I moved to the burbs 
2 years ago and figured I had to try out this golf thing.)

I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and fwd to you all. I've 
not heard anything on the Rules committee meeting yet -- will email her 
shortly and copy Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on the intel.

Dave

On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato 



<jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still possible - most 
likely tomorrow AM tho

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam Hersh 
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors

John, Adam, Marcus:

Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.

- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting to hear back. John 
asked if tomorrow AM was too late.

- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would be valuable. 
Vote could come Friday, but could come earlier. There is a push to 
make it an emergency bill to get it over with and take the pressure off 
folks. Rules committee mtg at 3 and more will be known after that. In 
general, AFL says tomorrow AM could work and would be helpful. 

- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good letter...not sure he's on 
your list, John.

- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email to me that this 
will not happen today, but stay tuned. John, let me know if that's 
incorrect.

- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And Adam can do a call -- 
as the expert for questions, for example. I think I already shared that. 
Please keep us all looped. 

Dave



-- 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Thursday, June 11, 2015, 12:15pm Eastern
                        Dial in:  Code: 

From: <Hinton>, "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 11:12 AM
To: "Grybauskas, Natalie" <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" 
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Boeglin, 
Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors

Guys — We need to the dial in number. 

From: "Grybauskas, Natalie" <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, 11 Jun 2015 10:27:24 -0400
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Boeglin, Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Karen Hinton <khinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Update re TPP/Mayors

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

UPDATED PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015

*** Updated: Event added ***

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will deliver remarks at a press conference hosted by the 
American Federation of Teachers and the United Federation of Teachers. This event is open 
press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

After, the Mayor will join former U.S. Labor Secretary and University of California at 



Berkeley Professor Robert Reich and Roosevelt Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh to 
host a press call to highlight key economic concerns regarding the pending agreement by the 
U.S. House of Representatives granting President Obama new trade promotion authority. The 
dial-in line for this press call is XXX-XXX-XXXX

In the evening, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the 2015 Jewish Heritage Reception. This 
event is open press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

After, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the 2015 Puerto Rican Heritage Reception. This 
event is open press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

Press Schedule

11:00 AM – Delivers Remarks at Press Conference Hosted by American Federation of
Teachers and the United Federation of Teachers

Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the event on 
Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

12:30 PM – Hosts Press Call with UC Berkeley Professor Robert Reich and Roosevelt
Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh
The dial-in line for this press call is XXX-XXX-XXXX.

Approximately 6:30 PM – Delivers Remarks at 2015 Jewish Heritage Reception

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Approximately 7:45 PM – Delivers Remarks at 2015 Puerto Rican Heritage Reception

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Importance:

+++ pls send a revisked sked around for a look
 



From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Just talked to Reich (I think I woke him up!) - he said this is good to go
 

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors
 
Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215.

Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM
 
On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:
We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka

 
Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for Reich

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call beforehand to coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good time (remember he’s 
in California).. i’m gonna talk to MBDB scheduler & try to get noon or 1pm-ish 
- but would need your help in advising for the press
 

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>



Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors
 
Guys, I'm off tomorrow.  

 Can you believe it?) I wanted to let you know that 
I won't be in, so you all know to coordinate with each other on this. I'm 
guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you do, call my cell. Hopefully, 
I'll be on the back 9 with a cigar. (I moved to the burbs 2 years ago and figured 
I had to try out this golf thing.)
 
I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and fwd to you all. I've not 
heard anything on the Rules committee meeting yet -- will email her shortly 
and copy Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on the intel.
 
Dave
 
 
 

 

 
On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> 
wrote:
Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still possible - most likely 
tomorrow AM tho
 

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam Hersh 
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka 
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors
 
John, Adam, Marcus:

Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.
 
- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting to hear back. John asked 
if tomorrow AM was too late.
 



- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would be valuable. Vote could 
come Friday, but could come earlier. There is a push to make it an emergency 
bill to get it over with and take the pressure off folks. Rules committee mtg at 
3 and more will be known after that. In general, AFL says tomorrow AM could 
work and would be helpful. 
 
- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good letter...not sure he's on your 
list, John.
 
- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email to me that this will not 
happen today, but stay tuned. John, let me know if that's incorrect.
 
- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And Adam can do a call -- as the 
expert for questions, for example. I think I already shared that. Please keep us 
all looped. 
 
Dave
 
 
 

 

--



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

PLS HOLD
We will let you know Natalie
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hang on I see 1215 on JDC’s email – is it 12:15 or 12:30
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thx JDC. PW, pls approve language and I can get out the door:
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

UPDATED PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015

*** Updated: Event added ***

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will deliver remarks at a press conference hosted by the
American Federation of Teachers and the United Federation of Teachers. This event is open
press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

After, the Mayor will join former U.S. Labor Secretary and University of California at
Berkeley Professor Robert Reich and Roosevelt Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh to
host a press call to highlight key economic concerns regarding the pending agreement by the
U.S. House of Representatives granting President Obama new trade promotion authority. The
dial-in line for this press call is 408-650-3131; the access code is 643-704-605.



In the evening, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the 2015 Jewish Heritage Reception. This
event is open press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

After, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the 2015 Puerto Rican Heritage Reception. This
event is open press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

Press Schedule

11:00 AM – Delivers Remarks at Press Conference Hosted by American Federation of
Teachers and the United Federation of Teachers

Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the event on
Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

12:30 PM – Hosts Press Call with UC Berkeley Professor Robert Reich and Roosevelt
Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh
The dial-in line for this press call is 408-650-3131; the access code is 643-704-605.

Approximately 6:30 PM – Delivers Remarks at 2015 Jewish Heritage Reception

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Approximately 7:45 PM – Delivers Remarks at 2015 Puerto Rican Heritage Reception

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
Thursday, June 11, 2015, 12:15pm Eastern
                        Dial in: 408-650-3131, Code: 643-704-605
 

From: <Hinton>, "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 11:12 AM
To: "Grybauskas, Natalie" <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Boeglin,



Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors
 
Guys — We need to the dial in number. 
 

From: "Grybauskas, Natalie" <NGrybauskas@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, 11 Jun 2015 10:27:24 -0400
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Boeglin, Rosemary" <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: Karen Hinton <khinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Update re TPP/Mayors
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

UPDATED PUBLIC SCHEDULE FOR MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO FOR
THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015

*** Updated: Event added ***

On Thursday, Mayor de Blasio will deliver remarks at a press conference hosted by the
American Federation of Teachers and the United Federation of Teachers. This event is open
press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

After, the Mayor will join former U.S. Labor Secretary and University of California at
Berkeley Professor Robert Reich and Roosevelt Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh to
host a press call to highlight key economic concerns regarding the pending agreement by the
U.S. House of Representatives granting President Obama new trade promotion authority. The
dial-in line for this press call is XXX-XXX-XXXX

In the evening, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the 2015 Jewish Heritage Reception. This
event is open press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

After, the Mayor will deliver remarks at the 2015 Puerto Rican Heritage Reception. This
event is open press, and there will be no Q-and-A.

Press Schedule

11:00 AM – Delivers Remarks at Press Conference Hosted by American Federation of
Teachers and the United Federation of Teachers



Footage will be provided by NYC TV and will be available shortly following the event on
Encompass Port CTY- 4205. Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice
shortly following the event.

12:30 PM – Hosts Press Call with UC Berkeley Professor Robert Reich and Roosevelt
Institute Senior Economist Adam Hersh
The dial-in line for this press call is XXX-XXX-XXXX.

Approximately 6:30 PM – Delivers Remarks at 2015 Jewish Heritage Reception

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

Approximately 7:45 PM – Delivers Remarks at 2015 Puerto Rican Heritage Reception

Official photos will be available at flickr.com/nycmayorsoffice shortly following the event.

 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Importance:

+++ pls send a revisked sked around for a look
 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Just talked to Reich (I think I woke him up!) - he said this is good to go
 

From: Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 10:08 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors
 
Hi guys- Seems like the window is closing on this happening at 1215.



Here's a draft advisory in case it happens for another time

MM
 
On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 10:02 PM, Marcus Mrowka <mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:
We can send an advisory out in the am 

Marcus Mrowka

 
Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:59 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

We are aiming for 1215p tomorrow - waiting to make sure that works for Reich

On Jun 10, 2015, at 6:06 PM, Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org> wrote:

Works for me. Let me know if you want to do a call beforehand to coordinate.

-Adam

On Jun 11, 2015 12:05 AM, "John Del Cecato" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
Good news - Reich is game.. Trying to figure out a good time (remember he’s
in California).. i’m gonna talk to MBDB scheduler & try to get noon or 1pm-ish
- but would need your help in advising for the press
 

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 4:19 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Adam Hersh <ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Re: Update re TPP/Mayors
 
Guys, I'm off tomorrow

 Can you believe it?) I wanted to let you know that
I won't be in, so you all know to coordinate with each other on this. I'm
guessing you won't need me at this point, but if you do, call my cell. Hopefully,
I'll be on the back 9 with a cigar. (I moved to the burbs 2 years ago and figured
I had to try out this golf thing.)
 
I'll keep an eye out on email for any relevant info and fwd to you all. I've not
heard anything on the Rules committee meeting yet -- will email her shortly
and copy Marcus & Adam so they can keep an eye on the intel.
 



Dave
 
 
 

 

 
On Wed, Jun 10, 2015 at 1:40 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
wrote:
Roger all of that… Today looking less likely - but still possible - most likely
tomorrow AM tho
 

From: David Palmer <dpalmer@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 1:27 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Adam Hersh
<ahersh@rooseveltinstitute.org>, Marcus Mrowka
<mmrowka@rooseveltinstitute.org>
Subject: Update re TPP/Mayors
 
John, Adam, Marcus:

Communicating w/ each of you. Consolidating.
 
- John says they reached out to Reich and are waiting to hear back. John asked
if tomorrow AM was too late.
 
- I spoke w/ AFL. They like this idea, and think it would be valuable. Vote could
come Friday, but could come earlier. There is a push to make it an emergency
bill to get it over with and take the pressure off folks. Rules committee mtg at
3 and more will be known after that. In general, AFL says tomorrow AM could
work and would be helpful. 
 
- AFL also said Mayor of Pittsburgh sent a good letter...not sure he's on your
list, John.
 
- Adam & Marcus, I'm assuming from John's last email to me that this will not
happen today, but stay tuned. John, let me know if that's incorrect.
 
- John: we do have a cap hill media trade list. And Adam can do a call -- as the
expert for questions, for example. I think I already shared that. Please keep us
all looped. 



 
Dave
 
 
 

 

--



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Im probing for more….dont like clashing w WH…
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:



CONFERENCE CALL WITH REPORTERS 
TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP/FAST TRACK AUTHORITY 
 
CONTEXT:  Vote on Fast Tracking TPP could happen in the House as soon as 
tomorrow.  It’s very unclear whether it will pass or fail – both sides claim 
momentum. 
 
MAIN MESSAGE: 
When we unveiled The Progressive Agenda a month ago, one of our planks 
spoke to the need to stand up to trade deals that handed corporations more 
power at the expense of American workers, jobs, and the environment. 
 
Fast-tracking TPP exemplifies this problem. 
 

While we don’t have all the details of this trade deal – we DO have a point of 
reference – NAFTA. 

 
NAFTA hit our economy hard.  Up to a million jobs lost, according to Public 
Citizen.  Our already hurting manufacturing sector further decimated. 

 
So from what we DO know about this current trade deal – we’re deeply 
concerned.   

 
U.S. government regulations designed to protect workers and consumers 
could be undermined – with an international tribunal of private attorneys 
(ISDS) that can order compensation for “lost profits” as a result of a US 
regulation.  Regulations that protect consumers, workers, the environment. 

 
The pharmaceutical would get stronger patents – which means cheaper 
generic drugs would be delayed from coming into the market. 

 
The trade deal would cover 40% of the world’s economy.  But what would it 
do for the U.S.? 

 
Even the pro-TPP folks say it would boost the economy by 0.4 percent.  As 
Adam Hersh has said, that’s a rounding error! 

 
We want to increase trade – but do it in the RIGHT way.  Fast Tracking TPP 
fails that test. 

 
 
 
Q: What should Hillary do? 
A: In my view, she should oppose it.  It hands more power to corporations, and 
puts regulations that protect workers, consumers, and the environment at risk. 



 
Q: But her husband passed NAFTA.  Isn’t that a rebuke of him? 
A: We have to learn from history.  NAFTA was projected to create hundreds of 
thousands of jobs.  But we know that it didn’t happen – and, in fact, up to a million 
jobs were LOST due to NAFTA.  We can’t let that happen again. 
 
Q: Bernie Sanders and Martin O’Malley are with YOU on trade.  Hillary has been 
silent.  Why don’t you endorse them. 
A: I’m looking for an economic vision that addresses income inequality from all 
of the candidates.  But there will be time to talk about individual candidates for 
president at another time. 
 
Q: The president is extremely committed to this.  Don’t you trust him to 
negotiate good deals for American workers? 
A: Look, it’s not a matter of trust.  The president and I just disagree on this issue.  
I believe that handing new power to corporations – while putting regulations that 
protect workers and consumers and the environment at risk – is just the wrong way 
to go. 
 
Q: But the president says that this agreement has more “teeth” in each of those 
areas.  Doesn’t that speak to you? 
A: Again, I’m not privy to all the details of the agreement – but from what I have 
read & discussed with experts like those on the phone with me, I believe this is a 
trade deal that doesn’t measure up. 
 
Q: The White House has been touting a lot of pro-trade mayors.  Are you not 
kindred with them? 
A: We have a number of mayors who are signers on TPP.  I think there are 
plenty of mayors out there who have real reservations about trade deals like this.  
But I’m only speaking for myself today. 
 
Mayors 
Nan Whaley (Dayton) 
Ed Murray (Seattle) 
Eric Garcetti (LA)  
Steve Adler (Austin) 
Marty Walsh (Boston) 
Greg Stanton (Phoenix) 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore)  
Pedro Segarra (Hartford) 
 
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

It’s a wage board hearing on Monday. Audience will be packed with union
folks and community organizers
 
Main messages along TPA/activisty lines—he’s spoken about this in TPA
context quite a bit

1) Need to get $15 minimum across industries.
2) Fast food workers organizing have led the way. Great to see the

energy
3) Need to do more

 
Copying Emma in case I’m missing anything. Fromo, whatever you pull
together we can take from there tonight.
 
Thanks
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

+++Comms, Front Office
 
Also this –
 
Sanders Says He’ll Reach Out to De Blasio for Endorsement

 
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I’ll have a transcripts of his remarks at the top shortly.
 
Full transcript of entire call will take a bit longer.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Here were his talking points - but he mostly riffed
 
When we unveiled The Progressive Agenda a month ago, one of our planks spoke to the need to
stand up to trade deals that handed corporations more power at the expense of American
workers, jobs, and the environment.
 
Fast-tracking TPP exemplifies this problem.
 

• While we don’t have all the details of this trade deal – we DO have a point of
reference – NAFTA.

 
• NAFTA hit our economy hard.  Up to a million jobs lost, according to Public Citizen. 

Our already hurting manufacturing sector further decimated.
 

• So from what we DO know about this current trade deal – we’re deeply concerned. 
 

• U.S. government regulations designed to protect workers and consumers could be
undermined – with an international tribunal of private attorneys (ISDS) that can
order compensation for “lost profits” as a result of a US regulation.  Regulations that
protect consumers, workers, the environment.

 
• The pharmaceutical would get stronger patents – which means cheaper generic

drugs would be delayed from coming into the market.
 

• The trade deal would cover 40% of the world’s economy.  But what would it do for
the U.S.?

 
• Even the pro-TPP folks say it would boost the economy by 0.4 percent.  As Adam

Hersh has said, that’s a rounding error!



 
• We want to increase trade – but do it in the RIGHT way.  Fast Tracking TPP fails that

test.
 
 

From: <Gunaratna>, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 12:11 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil"
<PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: What are our...
 
Can someone pass along his prepared remarks/talking points?
 
Thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
He will be on whole time

On Jun 11, 2015, at 11:50 AM, Gunaratna, Mahen <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

Got it.
 
What’s format – is he going to be on the call for the entire duration or is he hopping
on for a specific portion?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
We should have a transcript
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
…transcript needs for the TPP press call?
 



--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
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From:
To:
Subject:

Date:
Attachments:

Blast?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO HOSTS PRESS CALL ON UPCOMING
TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP) VOTE

Mayor Bill de Blasio





From:
To:
Subject:

Date:
Attachments:

Hersh not Hirsh -but I would say yes - thanks for quick turnaround!

From: <Boeglin>, Rosemary <RBoeglin@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 1:55 PM
To: "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Transcripts 
<Transcripts@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO HOSTS PRESS CALL ON UPCOMING TRANS-
PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP) VOTE 

Blast?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO HOSTS PRESS CALL ON UPCOMING
TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP) VOTE

Mayor Bill de Blasio





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

So solid for the cause!  I have no clue what’s gonna happen, but fingers crossed that it fails & maybe we get a 
tiny tiny bit of credit

From: <Walzak>, Phil <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 1:52 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, 
"Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Dominic Williams <DWilliams@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Observer

HAHA
doh
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



Former U.S. Labor Secretary Robert Reich testifies before the 
Joint Economic Committee January 16, 2014 in Washington, DC. 
(Photo: Win McNamee/Getty Images)







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Good stuff for advancing The Progressive Agenda, helping pressure TPP to go down (especially when the 
vote count is so close), giving HRC a nudge to do the right thing… And it’s not all about us!  Hoping the 
other stories read the same.. 

Former U.S. Labor Secretary Robert Reich testifies before the 
Joint Economic Committee January 16, 2014 in Washington, DC.
(Photo: Win McNamee/Getty Images)







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, 11 Jun 2015 14:22:16 -0400
To: 'John Del Cecato' <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Emma Wolfe
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Karen Hinton
<khinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: have you all

KH – can USCM hit up Burns on this?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

 
 
From:
Sent:
To:



Subject:

Are you hearing that?
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



From:
To:
Subject:

Date:
Attachments:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT

RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO HOSTS PRESS CALL ON UPCOMING
TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP (TPP) VOTE WITH FORMER U.S. SECRETARY

OF LABOR ROBERT REICH AND ROOSEVELT INSTITUTE SENIOR
ECONOMIST ADAM HERSH

Mayor Bill de Blasio



Mayor Bill de Blasio

Question

Mayor



Senior Economist Adam Hersh, Roosevelt Institute

Question

Mayor

Former U.S. Secretary of Labor Bob Reich

Question

Mayor



Question

Mayor

Question:

Mayor:

Question:

Secretary Rice:



Mayor:

Question:

Mayor:

Question:

Secretary Rice:

Mayor:

Question:

Mayor:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I don’t want to send to Damon. I might send it to Trumka’s assistant. But it might look weird if we
are sending to two different p[eople? Don’t forget Larry Cohen at CWA. Hoffa big on TPP also, but I
don’t think he signed TPA.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hey Tom… Been sending this out to some of our most anti-trade deal friends (Leo Gerard, Rosa DeLauro,
UFCW)… I think Pickrell can send to Damon Silvers - unless you want to?  Anyone else in your orbit that we
should hit?  
 
Wanted to make sure you saw that MBDB and Secretary Reich made an 11th-hour push on killing Fast
Track today… Fingers crossed!
 
http://observer.com/2015/06/bill-clintons-labor-secretary-urges-hillary-clinton-to-oppose-tpp-at-kickoff/
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/city-hall/2015/06/8569999/hillary-launch-de-blasio-exerts-more-
leftward-pressure
http://www.newsday.com/news/new-york/de-blasio-presses-hillary-clinton-to-oppose-trade-deal-
1.10534056
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

USE THIS THREAD
+JFDC
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Latest from BUrns
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ok
You got the transpo stuff in there from May (also gonna be a hot DC topic
later this summer)
Another ex of the bipartisan urban issues
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



Hey just tried you
Any sneak peak you can provide on what to expect tmrw?
thanks
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anything else you need here? Not sure if there
are specifc things you want addressed?
 
From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Aren’t there a lot of folks w probs w TPP –
inside and outside USCM?
 
From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:



Are you hearing that?
 
From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I'm absolutely fine with it

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
I know there are things to nitpick - but given our objectives, I can’t imagine a better story coming from a 
news source like the (pro-trade) New York Times!

—
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To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:









From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

A shockingly TRUE thought!!

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject













From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Correction — Rawlings-Blake is next President; then Cornett in June 2016.

From: Karen Hinton <khinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, 11 Jun 2015 22:06:22 -0400
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" 
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "'jfdc@akpdmedia.com'" <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Emma Wolfe 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: Burns story

Tom is afraid of his own shadow. The current Prez, Kevin Johnson, is jealous of our Mayor, and Johnson 
and Philly Mayor Nutter jump every time WH calls.  Tom, on the other hand, loves that Mayor is involved 
with USCM. It takes Tom back to when USCM was very much a part of the Lindsey Administration. It’s good 
we are developing a relationship with Mayor Cornett, the next President. 

From: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thu, 11 Jun 2015 21:59:01 -0400
To: "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "'jfdc@akpdmedia.com'" 
<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, Karen Hinton <khinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe 
<EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, B <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Burns story

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Agree. Good positioning piece, particularly heading into Saturday speech. 

From
Sent
To
Subject

From: <Hinton>, "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 at 9:17 PM
To: "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Wolfe, 
Emma" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Bill de 
Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>



Subject: Burns story

From:
Date:
To:
Subject: here you go
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From:
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Date:
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Attachments:
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Mayor Bill de Blasio
Wage Board Remarks  

Friday 10AM 
 

Acknowledgements TK  
 
Two months ago today, something special happened… 
Something big 
 
From coast to coast, in large cities and small towns, 
people from all walks of life stood together in solidarity. 
 
The cause was simple, but so important: a $15 
minimum wage for fast food workers… for ALL workers 
in America.  
 
In all, 60,000 people came together for the Fight for 
Fifteen day.  Six-zero-thousand.  
 
That’s enough people to fill Madison Square Garden… 
Three times! 
 
Cynics called demands for a $15 minimum wage 
unrealistic… Said it’d never happen.   
 
Well, in just two months, two of America’s biggest and 
most important cities – Los Angeles and St. Louis – have 
already taken important steps towards raising city 
minimum wages to $15 an hour for everyone who 
works there. 
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As we speak, many other cities are working on plans to 
do the same.   
 
What’s happening feels remarkable, but really, it 
shouldn’t.  These cities are responding to the demands 
of their people.   
 
It’s time that New York does the same.   
 
There’s nothing unreasonable about demanding a wage 
you can live on. 
 
And let me tell you, in New York City, $8.75 is not a 
many can live on… and certainty not a wage that anyone 
can raise a family on. 
 
My Administration is squarely focused on addressing 
the income inequality crisis in our city and taking dead 
aim the Tale of Two Cities that New York has become. 
 
That’s meant: 

Free, full-day pre-k for every family that wants it;  
Expanded after-school programs for middle 
schoolers, so working parents know their kids are 
safe and learning; 
An affordable housing plan that creates or 
preserves 200,000 affordable units over a decade; 
More guaranteed benefits workers need and 
deserve, like paid sick leave and family leave.   
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These are just some of important steps that we’ve taken 
in the last 17 months… and will continue to relentlessly 
address the crisis of our time. 
 
But there is nothing that would do more to combat 
inequality in New York City than raising the minimum 
wage so it reaches $15 an hour, while indexing to 
inflation. 
 
Raising wages for fast food workers would be a great 
and important first step.   
 
Fast food workers put in long hours, working under 
difficult and often thankless circumstances. 
 
Moreover, the vast majority of fast food workers are 
employed by multibillion corporations that can 
certainty afford to pay a little more.   
 
I implore the Wage Board to grant fast food workers the 
right of a living wage.  And that means raising it to $15 
an hour. 
 
And as much as fast food workers deserve a raise – and 
they do – we’d be remiss to only focus our attention on 
this one sector of our economy. 
 
We all must do more to ensure that EVERY worker gets 
a living wage. 
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Let me give you three reasons why I believe this is so 
important.   
 
First, it’s an issue of basic fairness. 
 
Too many pundits glibly dismiss the minimum wage as 
an issue only effecting only young people – as though 
high schoolers working summer jobs fill every 
minimum wage position. 
 
The problem with that thinking is that it’s totally 
disconnected from reality. 
 
Want proof?  The New York Post – that bastion of leftist 
thought – recently reported a study by the Economic 
Policy Institute that found:  

89% of minimum wage earners nationwide are 
over the age of 20; 
37% are over the age of 40; 
57% work full-time; 
Nearly three-in-ten are raising at least one child. 
 

The Wage Board has heard the stories of workers 
struggling tirelessly to make ends meet.  They are 
heartbreaking, but they should also inspire all of us to 
action.   
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After all, when we talk about raising the minimum 
wage, we’re talking about lifting the floor for so many of 
our brothers and sisters… and for their kids.   
 
It’s the right thing to do. 
 
Second, low wages mean that governments must 
intervene – and spend money – just to help working 
people keep their heads above water. 
 
New York spends about $700 million dollars every year 
on programs aimed at helping the working-poor in the 
fast food industry (CHECK). 
 
That is tantamount to a government subsidy for 
multibillion corporations that certainly don’t need the 
assistance.   
 
And to those on the right that say government 
assistance like welfare robs recipients of their dignity, 
here’s an easy way to remedy that problem: make sure 
workers get the wages they deserve. 
 
Raising the minimum wage will give governments more 
resources to invest in the things that improve all of our 
qualities of life like education and infrastructure. 
 
It’s the right thing to do.   
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Third, raising the minimum wage is good economics. 
 
Henry Ford, the noted anti-capitalist crusader that he 
was, paid his assembly-line workers what in 2015 
dollars would be about $125 a day.   
 
He didn’t do it to be charitable.  He did it because he 
wanted to keep his workers happy and productive, and 
to make sure that they could be a part of his growing 
customer base by having enough money to actually 
purchase the cars they built. 
 
This model worked out pretty well for Ford, I’d say.   
 
Today, more than ever, we live in a consumer-driven 
economy. 
 
A more modern radical socialist, billionaire investor 
Nick Hanauer, traveled all the way from Seattle to 
testify before New York’s Wage Board.  
 
In 2013, Nick wrote an article entitled “The Capitalist’s 
Case for a $15 Minimum Wage.” 
 
In it, he laid out a compelling argument, not based on 
fairness, but on raw economics. 
 
He noted QUOTE “Raising the minimum wage to $15 an 
hour would inject about $450 billion into the economy 
each year.” END QUOTE  
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As a major investor, you can see why he feels so 
strongly about this issue. 
 
He also pointed out that a study found that raising the 
minimum wage to $15 an hour would directly or 
indirectly help 81 million Americans – almost two 
thirds of our workforce. 
 
Raising the minimum wage is good economics.   
 
It is the Right. Thing. To. Do. 
 
For me, and for millions of others, there really shouldn’t 
be a debate on this issue. 
 
The people are demanding higher wages.  They are not 
requesting it, or begging for it… They are demanding it. 
 
And since we live in a democracy, I think it’s best for all 
of us in positions of leadership – including those on the 
Wage Board – to heed their call.  
 
Not just for fast food workers – but for all workers.  $15 
an hour, indexed locally for inflation.  It’s what the 
people want… and it’s what so many need.   
 
So let’s take a big step in the right direction, together.   
 
Thank you!  
 



It’s a wage board hearing on Monday. Audience will be packed with union folks and community 
organizers
 
Main messages along TPA/activisty lines—he’s spoken about this in TPA context quite a bit

1) Need to get $15 minimum across industries.
2) Fast food workers organizing have led the way. Great to see the energy
3) Need to do more

 
Copying Emma in case I’m missing anything. Fromo, whatever you pull together we can take from 
there tonight.
 
Thanks
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thank you! Go enjoy 
 
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Excellent!! So now find a way to get some attention somewhere on that. And let's have a constant 
and sharp target list. Mayors of San Jose and Pittsburgh next

From
Sent
To
Subject

VIPs signed up over the past week:

Rashad Robinson, Executive Director, Color of Change
George Goehl, Executive Director, National People's Action
Robert Greenwald, Founder and President, Brave New Films
Ben Jealous, Partner, Kapor Capital
Marc Perrone, President, UFCW International

3,177 online signups

plus 90 VIPs

= 3,267 total people signed onto TPA



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

1. We should be moving individual prog caucus members in the meantime -- unless that discomfits 
raul and keith

2. I'm ready anytime to do that Skype conf with the caucus, or even to go down there once our 
budget is done

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
On House Progressive Caucus - I’ve been pushing them to vote on TPA (as Ellison said they would)… I think 
they’re bunkered down on trade fight right now - but will give them another big nudge today… 

CT budget is not done.. Malloy's been getting hammered for the tax hikes in the budget/some companies 
threatening to leave… He has until 6/20 to sign or veto it

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 11:17 AM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: TPA signers update

For example, why haven't we been more aggressive about getting more members of the House 
Progressive Caucus on? And when will Malloy's budget be done so I can take another pass at him?

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
VIPs signed up over the past week:

Rashad Robinson, Executive Director, Color of Change
George Goehl, Executive Director, National People's Action
Robert Greenwald, Founder and President, Brave New Films
Ben Jealous, Partner, Kapor Capital
Marc Perrone, President, UFCW International



3,177 online signups

plus 90 VIPs

= 3,267 total people signed onto TPA
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To:
Subject:
Date:





From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Flagging early because we will need to figure this out what our posture is if she ends up adopting
this position:
 
Shot:
 
“Clinton’s team is also looking into various permutations of a tax on stock trades, as a way to
incentivize longer-term capital investment over quick-turn profit taking in the market and buy-
backs.” [Politico, “Wonk Warrior”, 6/12/2015]

Chaser (old email I found from Aug 2013):
 
BdB was a bit caught off guard today when Ed Schultz asked him about the Wall Street tax. Luckily,
Ed didn't press him when BdB dodged in his answer. BdB wanted to make sure we're doing two
things:

1) If an MSNBC host (or any other interviewer) has a pet issue, we should flag that in the briefing
and do a better job of alerting him next time
2) He wants a tighter response if pressed on this by progressive voices - what's our rec? See
transcript below.

Thanks,

Mahen

--

ED: Alright, my solution - and you know I rail on the mayor, I rail on the city - is a transaction tax.
Why are we afraid of that? Why are we afraid to tax every transaction on Wall Street for the benefit
of the city? They enjoy the safety, they take home the billions - $20 billion in bonus money - I mean,
come on? Why are we afraid to do that? Or what would you do?

BDB: Look, I think there's a set of options. I think income tax is the first one, I really believe that. I
think it's the one you can do most quickly, most effectively, and use it to save our school system
serving 1.1 million kids. There's a commuter tax, which was taken away a few years ago and should
be there for the same reason you pointed out. People come into the city almost 3 million people a
year - excuse me, a day - and they don't pay for the services they get. 

http://mms.tveyes.com/PlaybackPortal.aspx?SavedEditID=541338de-ec65-47d3-8255-
3516b11d8924

--
Mahen Gunaratna



Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I hope BdB doesn't think that she explicitly endorsed $15/hour last week. I specifically told him so via
email, but he might have misunderstood.
 
From the transcript of yesterday's call:
 
"I’ve been very impressed by what she’s said so far on criminal justice reform, voting rights,
immigration reform, $15 dollar minimum wage. I’m very optimistic about where she and her
campaign are going."
 
-----Original Message-----
From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com] 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 1:46 PM
To: Gunaratna, Mahen
Subject: Re: Tpa
 
Gotcha.  So sneaky!
 
On 6/11/15, 1:45 PM, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
wrote:
 
>No. She didn't.
> 
>She endorsed the movement in spirit during her call-in to the fast food
>workers conference over the weekend, but didn't go so far as to say she
>endorsed $15/hour.
> 
>-----Original Message-----
>From: John Del Cecato [mailto:jfdc@akpdmedia.com]
>Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 1:45 PM
>To: Gunaratna, Mahen
>Subject: Re: Tpa
> 
>She already called for $15 - no?
> 
>On 6/11/15, 1:43 PM, "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>
>wrote:
> 
>>FYI, looks like the wage growth policy speech, which the WSJ first
>>reported on, is coming in a matter of weeks, not months, per a
>>campaign spox. That's likely when she'll specify a minimum wage figure:
>> 



>>http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/06/10/how-the-15-
>>m ini mum-wage-could-become-a-new-dividing-line-in-the-2016-primary/
>> 
>>"In the coming weeks, she will lay out her specific plans for
>>increasing wages."
>> 
>>-----Original Message-----
>>From: Snyder, Thomas
>>Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 9:02 PM
>>To: John Del Cecato
>>Cc: Hagelgans, Andrea; Walzak, Phil; Wolfe, Emma; Gunaratna, Mahen
>>Subject: Re: Tpa
>> 
>>Either she says enough and he endorses or not enough and he evades -
>>bringing on all sorts of controversy. May want to avoid TV
>> 
>>Sent from my iPhone
>> 
>>> On Jun 9, 2015, at 8:53 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:
>>>
>>> We need to ask him what his feeling is about going on a show this
>>>weekend.  We can jointly recommend him not doing one, but he will not
>>>be happy if we pocket veto
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>>> On Jun 9, 2015, at 8:22 PM, Hagelgans, Andrea
>>>><AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:
>>>>
>>>> I am getting daily incoming from Sunday shows about mayor for this
>>>>coming sunday. When are we meeting with him about this weekend's plan?
>>>>We will need to be monitoring the speech and readying response and
>>>>determining how we are maximizing for the issues/tpa.
> 
 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yes

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 1:49 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: FYI - from Jeani Murray

Who are we calling? Chris?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

He's a good friend. And I should call

 

From
Sent
To
Subject
 
Larry Cohen has retired and new CWA pres is from NY/NJ region:  Christopher Shelton.    You guys might 
want to call and congratulate.  



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Mayor - maybe you should shoot Robert Reich a quick note… 
rreich@berkeley.edu

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 1:57 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fw: NYT: House Rejects Trade Bill, Rebuffing Obama’s Dramatic Appeal

Well THAT's pretty amazing! And now I guess Hillary is brilliant for hiding -- there won't be a trade 
bill to have to speak to

 

From
Sent
Subject
 
House Rejects Trade Bill, Rebuffing Obama’s Dramatic Appeal





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

U
Are
Egg
Hausting
 
What time are u back
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

That would be fine - although I won’t be back in the city until later in the afternoon on
Sunday (tomorrow is 
 

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 2:07 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA dates
 

Do you want to do Sunday?
 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

2.  Would Monday be possible?
 

From: <Carey>, "Carey, Michael" <MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 12:47 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: TPA dates
 

September is horrendous with the Pope, 9/11 and UNGA, but let me get back to you
Going to add for Wednesday.  Tuesday is a bit tough

 
 
 
Michael Paul Carey
Director of Scheduling and Advance
City Hall
New York, New York 10007
212.341.5396
 
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

1.  Can I get a loose date in September that we could have MBDB available to do a screening (whether that
be just a conference call, or else an in-person screening followed by Q&A) for Greenwald’s “Hedge
Funders vs. Kindergarten Teachers” short film?  Maybe Wednesday, September 9th?  It would be in NYC
either way.
 
2.  Can I get some TPA call time scheduled for early next week - maybe Tuesday?  Would love 90 minutes
or so for him to call through some of our people & discuss forum, next steps.



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ok got it- thanks!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

It was Jeani who suggested - and BDB agreed - and I think they were both talking about
Chris
 

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 1:57 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: RE: FYI - from Jeani Murray
 
Is that what you were suggesting?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

I think
 

From: <Leopold>, Elana <ELeopold@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 1:49 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Subject: FW: FYI - from Jeani Murray
 
Who are we calling? Chris?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

He's a good friend. And I should call

 

From
Sent



To
Subject
 
Larry Cohen has retired and new CWA pres is from NY/NJ region:  Christopher Shelton.    You guys might
want to call and congratulate.  



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Not really. But still glad we did what we did

 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject
 
Holy Canarsie, as my grandma would say!

I think you & Reich can take a modicum of credit here

From: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 1:57 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Snyder, Thomas" <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Fw: NYT: House Rejects Trade Bill, Rebuffing Obama’s Dramatic Appeal

Well THAT's pretty amazing! And now I guess Hillary is brilliant for hiding -- there won't be a trade 
bill to have to speak to

 

From
Sent
Subject
 
House Rejects Trade Bill, Rebuffing Obama’s Dramatic Appeal





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

MAYORS TO CALL RE: SIGNING ON TO TPA

Greg Stanton – Phoenix
Jim Kenney – Philadelphia
Bill Finch – Bridgeport, CT
Lovely Warren – Rochester, NY
Stephanie Miner, Syracuse, NY
Kathy Sheehan – Albany, NY
Eric Garcetti – Los Angeles
Sam Liccardo – San Jose, CA
Mike Duggan -- Detroit
Bill Peduto – Pittsburgh
Francis Slay – St. Louis
 





how why 



too

just enough

As important—and complex—as the health care debate was





Hard
Choices

For the most part, however,

Our Kids: The American Dream in
Crisis







From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

I’m fine. Let’s get this out soonest.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Tweaking a bit… Adding Dom for his policy eye
 

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 2:54 PM
To: "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phillip Walzak <pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "'Wolfe,
Emma'" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Trade bill just killed!
 
Keeping it short and sweet, unless there’s anything folks want to add?

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

We’ll circulate a draft soon.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amy doing. John, you want to give you a line or two?



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Crib from transcript!
KH – assign it out to press team
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

I’m definitely game. Can someone write?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

We should put out a statement from MBDB, right??  The conference call definitely didn’t hurt!



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sure
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Flagging that Mayor is doing Brooklyn Pride tomorrow night which means he likely will get Qs about
HRC and Albany
 
Karen—is it possible for you to attend tomorrow’s events? Street re-naming and then Brooklyn
Pride?
 
JDC/Mahen—will you be available to monitor HRC remarks and helping with any responses we may
need to provide?
 
Thanks
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

I can’t do street renaming. Jerikda is going. We aren’t doing q/a. I will staff the q/a before the
parade that night.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Flagging that Mayor is doing Brooklyn Pride tomorrow night which means he likely will get Qs about
HRC and Albany
 
Karen—is it possible for you to attend tomorrow’s events? Street re-naming and then Brooklyn
Pride?
 
JDC/Mahen—will you be available to monitor HRC remarks and helping with any responses we may
need to provide?
 
Thanks
 
 
 
Andrea Hagelgans
Office of the Mayor
Direct – 212.341.5372
Cell – 718.679.8965
ahagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Can we get this out?
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

He just did stand up with ABC, NBC, and NY One. Talked trade. Rosemary will send around an audio.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Tweaking a bit… Adding Dom for his policy eye
 

 

From: <Spitalnick>, "Amy (OMB)" <SpitalnickA@omb.nyc.gov>
Date: Friday, June 12, 2015 at 2:54 PM
To: "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Phillip Walzak <pwalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John
Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "'Wolfe,
Emma'" <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: Trade bill just killed!
 
Keeping it short and sweet, unless there’s anything folks want to add?

 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:



We’ll circulate a draft soon.
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amy doing. John, you want to give you a line or two?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Crib from transcript!
KH – assign it out to press team
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

I’m definitely game. Can someone write?
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

We should put out a statement from MBDB, right??  The conference call definitely didn’t hurt!



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Remember that!
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
You rock!!

On Jun 12, 2015, at 5:53 PM, Yazgi, Stephanie <syazgi@cityhall.nyc.gov>
wrote:

Title Name City State Party Cell

 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

He wants reading material ;)
He is stoked about the call
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Add to your plan and make it happen, gentlemen. I'm the one that wants to see
constant action and growth for the TPAm go out there and create!

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

I’m glad you liked that. I want to do it on TPA at some point.
 

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

 

For the record: I LOVE tele-town halls!!!! And I love AARP!! 14,000 people
on one call is breathtaking. Let's do more of these kinds of things! Well
done

From
Sent



Subject

DE BLASIO STRESSES NEED FOR RENT REGULATIONS
FOR SENIORS



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Impressively high-road of them. And the smart thing to do. People who are serious
about this work know to keep the door very open when it comes to these
endorsement dynamics -- and Robby and Jen are serious people

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject



Robby Mook was asked about your non-endorsement of HRC during a
Politico Q&A this evening in NYC. His response:
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->• <!--[endif]-->“Bill de Blasio is a very good
friend…He has a lot going on, you know with running NYC”

<!--[if !supportLists]-->• <!--[endif]-->He noted your strong
advocacy on a number of issues, said you’re a strong advocates
for the middle class

<!--[if !supportLists]-->• <!--[endif]-->“We’re all on the same team
and on the same page”

<!--[if !supportLists]-->• <!--[endif]-->“You’re going to have to ask
the Mayor about his endorsement plans”

 
Let me know if you want a full transcript.
 
Thanks,
 
Mahen

 
--
Mahen Gunaratna
Director of Research and Media Analysis
Mayor’s Press Office | City Hall
mgunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov
(212) 676-3154 (o) | (347)-268-4295 (c)
 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

They have not released a specific time but it is likely between 12-3 based on their requests at that
time to limit overhead noise/helicopters. 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Your call, guys. Happy to be there when you need me. And definitely want updates on Hillary's
speech. What time will it be? 

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

We'll prepare responses to HRC questions given post-speech timing. 

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject



Great job, Mahen! And my message to AMC: the truth hurts...

From
Sent
To
Cc
Subject

Sir – Please see below for some research on Cuomo’s hypocrisy/flip-flop
on this issue. Per your request, we updated it with more of his direct
statements from 2010 to 2014 – and will continue adding to it. The team
has already been feeding much of this info to Albany and Room 9
reporters.
 
--
 

GOVERNOR CUOMO’S HYPOCRISY ON PENSIONS

In 2011, Governor Cuomo embarked on a two year quest to reform
the State’s pension benefits, in an effort to protect New York State’s
cities and local governments from the runaway costs of growing
pension benefits.  Cuomo’s proposals built on the “Tier 3” pension
for Police and Fire employees, and Cuomo celebrated the passage of
a final reform that spread that “Tier 3” model to all uniformed New
York City workers.  Cuomo hailed his reforms, declaring the days of
unfunded pension benefit enhancements that impact local
government budgets over.  Now, Cuomo is seeking to turn his back
on his own reforms, and on his commitment to not saddling local
governments with the costs of deal made but not paid for by Albany
politicians.

CUOMO SPOKE OUT AGAINST PENSION EXCESSES AND
WASTE AND FRAUD AS NEW YORK ATTORNEY

GENERAL

As Attorney General, Cuomo Launched Probe into Pension



Padding. 

As Attorney General, Cuomo was Heavily Involved in
Reforming the Abusive Disability Pension Practice of the LIRR,
Stating, "Taxpayers, and My Office, Will Not Put up with a
Culture of Entitlement and Unchecked Systemic Abuses of
Disability Benefits.



As Attorney General, Cuomo Said, “If Any Abuse Exists in the
Pension System, However, It Is Important That It Is Purged and
That Taxpayer Dollars are Protected."

As Attorney General, Cuomo Said, "We Must Make Sure that
Taxpayers Are Not Saddled with Any Artificially Inflated Bills.”



On Disability Pension Fraud, Attorney General Cuomo, said,
"Disability and Pension Fraud is Getting Worse and Worse…
The State Has to Fight Fraud and Cut Costs. We Cannot Afford
these Pensions.” 

 “

On Pension Padding, Attorney General Cuomo Said, "It is
Widespread. It is Chronic…It Should Have Been Stopped a
Long Time Ago. It is at a Point Now Where it is Unbearable."



Gov. Cuomo Claimed NYS Has “Zero Tolerance for Waste and
Fraud When it Comes to Pension Systems,” in Relation to LIRR
Disability Pension Scandal, Citing His Actions As Attorney
General. 

CUOMO LED CHARGE FOR PENSION REFORM IN 2012
AS GOVERNOR

Cuomo in 2012: “The Pension System As We Know It Is
Unsustainable.”

Cuomo in 2012 On Proposed Pension Changes: “Common-Sense
Reforms.”

Cuomo in 2012: Pension Reform Will Help Control Local
Taxes.

Cuomo: “This Is Going To Be A Big Change…We Don’t Have A
Choice.”

UNIONS RAISED CONCERNS THEN…



AP: Unions Criticized Cuomo’s Plan.

Cassidy On Cuomo Proposal: Will Throw Survivors Of Future
Firefighters “Under The Bus.”

RATHER THAN REJECTING TIER III-VI, CUOMO’S
LANDMARK REFORMS BUILT ON IT

Cuomo Extended Tier III-VI Structure To New Unions.

Cuomo Proposed To Extend Tier III-VI Accidental Disability
Provisions To Corrections Officers and Sanitation Workers in
2011

Cuomo Succeeded In Extending Tier III-VI Accidental
Disability Provisions To Corrections Officers and Sanitation
Workers in 2012

Cuomo Sought His Own Changes To Make Tier III-VI Even Less
Costly

Cuomo Succeeded In Further Diminishing the Tier III Benefit in
His 2012 Tier VI Reform, Changing The Final Average Salary
Calculation To Further Limit Pension Costs and
Spiking.

Cuomo’s Reforms Put Prohibition On Unfunded Pension
Enhancements In Law

Cuomo Proposed To Protect Local Governments From
Unfunded Pension Enhancement in 2011 Reform
Proposal.

Cuomo Succeeded In Protecting Local Governments From
Unfunded Pension Enhancement, Committing State To Funding
Any Pension Enhancements or Sweeteners in 2012.



CUOMO HAS CONSISTENTLY TOUTED HIS PENSION
REFORMS, BOTH AS A CANDIDATE AND AS GOVERNOR

Gov. Cuomo Vowed to “Rein In” Pension-Padding as Part of
2010 Gubernatorial Campaign. 

Gov. Cuomo Vowed to “Reform the N.Y. State Pension System.

Gov. Cuomo Proposed Counteracting "Rapidly Escalating
Pension Costs" with Tier VI Plan. 

Introducing his Tier VI Plan, Gov. Cuomo Said: "The Numbers
Speak for Themselves: The Pension System as We Know It is
Unsustainable." 



Cuomo’s 2014 State of the State: “The Tier VI Pension Reforms
Make A Major Difference For Local Governments.”

Cuomo: “Bold And Transformation Pension Reform Plan Is A
Historic Win For New York Taxpayers.”

Cuomo 2014 Veto Message: “Disheartening…” To See
Legislature Reverse After It “Overwhelmingly Agreed To Avoid
Tossing These Burdens Onto Local Taxpayers In Cities, Towns,
Counties…”  “

NOW HE SEEKS TO OVERTURN THE SAME POLICIES
THAT HE EXTENDED

Cuomo: Uniformed Services in New York City Owed “Same
Assurances Afforded to Every Other First Responder In The
State.”



 

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
 
Mahen's team will pull 

From
Sent
To

Subject

See below. We need every quote by Cuomo from 2010-2014 re: the
disability bill and why he didn't act. We need to hoist him on his own
words. We need to paint the picture of his hypocrisy -- now and if God
forbid the bad bill passes

From
Sent
Subject

Wolfson attacks Cuomo’s new stance on pensions









From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

New York

0

Big City

By
GINIA

BELLAFAN







From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

"Job buybacks" or "stock buybacks"??

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Notes – HRC Official Announcement Speech

INTRO: 



“If you give me a chance, I’ll wage and win four fights for you”:
1. Make economy work for everyday Americans, not just those at the
top 

SUPPORTS UNIVERSAL PRE-K AND QUALITY
CHILD CARE FOR EVERY CHILD IN AMERICA. 



2. STRENGTHEN AMERICA’S FAMILIES BECAUSE WHEN OUR
FAMILIES ARE STRONG, AMERICA IS STRONG – 

helping more people with a mental health problem is a family
issue. 

3. TO HARNESS AMERICAS SMARTS AND VALUES, TO
HARNESS FOR PEACE, PROSPERITY, AND SECURITY – 

4. REFORMING OUR GOVERNMENT AND REVITALIZING OUR
DEMOCRACY SO IT WORKS FOR EVERYDAY AMERICANS

CONCLUSION: 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

"Job buybacks" or "stock buybacks"??

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Notes – HRC Official Announcement Speech

INTRO: 



“If you give me a chance, I’ll wage and win four fights for you”:
1. Make economy work for everyday Americans, not just those at the
top 



SUPPORTS UNIVERSAL PRE-K AND QUALITY
CHILD CARE FOR EVERY CHILD IN AMERICA. 

2. STRENGTHEN AMERICA’S FAMILIES BECAUSE WHEN OUR
FAMILIES ARE STRONG, AMERICA IS STRONG – 

helping more people with a mental health problem is a family
issue. 

3. TO HARNESS AMERICAS SMARTS AND VALUES, TO
HARNESS FOR PEACE, PROSPERITY, AND SECURITY – 

4. REFORMING OUR GOVERNMENT AND REVITALIZING OUR
DEMOCRACY SO IT WORKS FOR EVERYDAY AMERICANS



CONCLUSION: 



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tom & I met on Friday to flesh out some of the ideas.  Here’s the topline summary:

1.  Presidential forum - do it in Iowa.  Harkin and/or Trumka as co-sponsors.  Bill Moyers as moderator.
2.  Tele-Town Halls - awesome, easy way to get people/Iowans to sign onto TPA.
3.  Narrow down early state effort to single issue - i.e., Caucus Against Loopholes.
4.  TPA Call Time.  It’s been canceled for tomorrow, but we should do ASAP - asking what people thought 
of HRC speech, where TPA should go, & urge them to do media.  Then Team TPA follows up.
5.  TPA fundraising & staffing — need both, in a big way, to do stuff above.  Geri Prado in NYC late in the 
week to meet with you.



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

The Progressive Agenda
To Combat Income Inequality

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->1. <!--[endif]-->Lift the Floor for Working

People
                                                           

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Raise the federal minimum
wage, so that it reaches $15/hour, while indexing it to
inflation.  (MENTIONED MIN WAGE HIKE, BUT NOT $15)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Reform the National Labor
Relations Act, to enhance workers’ right to organize and
rebuild the middle class.  (NO MENTION)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass comprehensive
immigration reform to grow the economy and protect
against exploitation of low-wage workers.  (CHECK)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Oppose trade deals that
hand more power to corporations at the expense of
American jobs, workers’ rights, and the environment.  (NO
MENTION)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Invest in schools, not jails
-- and give a second chance to those coming home from
prison.  (MENTIONED MASS INCARCERATION BROADLY,
NOT SECOND-CHANCE LEGISLATION)



 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2. <!--[endif]-->Support Working Families

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass national paid sick

leave.  (CHECK - BROADLY)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Pass national paid family

leave.  (CHECK - BROADLY)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Make Pre-K, after-school

programs and childcare universal. (BIG CHECK, NO
MENTION, AND BIG CHECK)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Expand the Earned Income
Tax Credit, and protect and expand Social Security. (NO
MENTION)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Allow students to
refinance student loan debt to take advantage of lower
interest rates, and support debt-free college. (CHECK)

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->3. <!--[endif]-->Tax Fairness

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Close the carried interest

loophole. (REFERENCED, BUT NOT STATED)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->End tax breaks for

companies that ship jobs overseas. (NOT MENTIONED)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Implement the “Buffett

Rule” so millionaires pay their fair share. (NOT
MENTIONED)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->· <!--[endif]-->Close the CEO tax loophole
that allows corporations to take advantage of
“performance pay” write-offs. (REFERENCED CEO PAY,
NOTHING MORE)

 
###

From: <Hinton>, "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2015 at 1:12 PM
To: "Hinton, Karen" <KHinton@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Cc: "Gunaratna, Mahen" <MGunaratna@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, Andrea"
<AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, FLONYC <FLONYC@cityhall.nyc.gov>, John Del Cecato



<jfdc@akpdmedia.com>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Carey, Michael"
<MPCarey@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: HRC speech

"Job buybacks" or "stock buybacks"??

From
Sent
To
Cc

Subject

Notes – HRC Official Announcement Speech

INTRO: 



“If you give me a chance, I’ll wage and win four fights for
you”:
1. Make economy work for everyday Americans, not just
those at the top 



SUPPORTS UNIVERSAL PRE-K AND QUALITY
CHILD CARE FOR EVERY CHILD IN AMERICA.

2. STRENGTHEN AMERICA’S FAMILIES BECAUSE
WHEN OUR FAMILIES ARE STRONG, AMERICA IS
STRONG – 

helping more people with a mental health problem is a
family issue. 

3. TO HARNESS AMERICAS SMARTS AND VALUES,
TO HARNESS FOR PEACE, PROSPERITY, AND
SECURITY – 



4. REFORMING OUR GOVERNMENT AND
REVITALIZING OUR DEMOCRACY SO IT WORKS
FOR EVERYDAY AMERICANS

CONCLUSION: 





From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Transcript: HRC Official Announcement Speech































From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

2] Let's talk about New York Mayor Bill de Blasio, who ran Hillary Clinton's first campaign for the
Senate. You were Clinton's deputy campaign manager at that time, so you must have worked with both
closely, yes? Do you find it odd that he has not endorsed her?

NT:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

In the past, I think you’ve been calling the office & having them grab Keith - but since it’s Saturday, there 
won’t be anyone there.

Best number I have for him is his assistant’s number.

Keith Ellison
Assistant:        Dustin J. Brandenburg

Telephone:    



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

From: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2015 at 4:00 PM
To: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>,
"Hagelgans, Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Thomas Snyder
<TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>, Emma Wolfe <EWolfe@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: TPA follow-up

1.  On Trade, MBDB & I were talking about next steps.  He is going to talk to either Robby or 
Podesta about HRC opposing it now - which should be much easier since it’s probably dead.

He may also reach out to Keith Ellison to see if there’s a joint effort that they can make to 
help nudge in the right direction.

2.  On HRC speech today, MBDB is going to say something along the lines of:

“This was an excellent speech — a full-throated progressive framework, and a heartfelt 
expression of Hillary Clinton’s long progressive history.  As she said, she’ll be spelling out her 
policies on everything from lifting wages to helping working parents to progressive taxation 
in the weeks to come, and I look forward to those details with enthusiasm and great 
optimism.”

Q:  So you’re STIll not ready to endorse?
A:  I’m not focused on that narrow question.  I’m focused on specific policy proposals, and 
I’m extremely encouraged that they’ll be bold and on-point.
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Shit, sorry - I thought you meant the statement, which we covered in an earlier group email - but you’re 
looking for something more fulsome than this?  I can do up some Q&A this morning

"It was an excellent speech — a full-throated progressive framework, 
and a heartfelt expression of Hillary Clinton’s long progressive 
history.  As she said, she’ll be spelling out her policies on 
everything from progressive taxation to lifting wages to helping 
working parents in the weeks to come, and I look forward to those 
details with enthusiasm and optimism.”

From: <Snyder>, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2015 at 9:45 PM
To: John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com>
Cc: Bill de Blasio <BCCD@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Walzak, Phil" <PWalzak@cityhall.nyc.gov>, "Hagelgans, 
Andrea" <AHagelgans@cityhall.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: NYT

Send to Me Por favor

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 13, 2015, at 9:08 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:

Done and done

On Jun 13, 2015, at 7:59 PM, Snyder, Thomas <TSnyder@cityhall.nyc.gov> wrote:

John- I think you should draft TPs for Mayor on what to say about HRC.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 13, 2015, at 6:14 PM, John Del Cecato <jfdc@akpdmedia.com> wrote:



Hillary Clinton’s Campaign Kickoff Speech



Hillary Outlines Campaign Focus





my 







Correction: June 13, 2015

An earlier version of this article misspelled
the surname of a woman who attended
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s speech. She is
Dominique Pettinato, not Pettin. An earlier
version also misstated part of a quote by
Allison Moore, a spokeswoman for the
Republican National Committee. She said
Mrs. Clinton’s speech was “chock-full of
hypocritical attacks,” not hypothetical
attacks.
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